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left to rightf: Ashley Symenski, Erin Hagner, Filip Osowski, Lauren Boston, and Michal Krasel

OnMay 15, 2005 therecipientsof the Thirty-first Annual Scholarship Awardswere presented to the membersof the
Polish Heritage Association. Thisyears scholarship winnersare - Ashley Symenski who received the Robert P. Pula
Memorid Scholarship; Erin Hagner who received the Polish Heritage Schol arship; Filip Osowski who again received
the Dr. Kenneth & Nancy Williams Scholarship; Lauren Boston who received the Dr. JosephineWtulich Memorial
Scholarship; and Micha Krasel who received the Mary Nowak PokrywkaMemoria Scholarship.

Ashley Symenski graduated thisyear from Fallston High School and will be attending L ebanon Valley Collegemajoring
in pre-med and music. Shewasranked 12th in aclass of 400 and had acombined SAT scoreof 1300. Sheisa
member of the National Honor Society, German National Honor Society, and Future Business L eadersof America
Ashley hasreceived threelettersin Chorus and studied oneyear at Peabody Conservatory of Music.

Erin Hagner graduated from Patapsco High School where sheranked 12 out of 350 students. Shehasa4.0 GPA and
scored1240 on her SAT exam. Erinwill be attending Loyola College of Maryland and major in Biology. Shehopesto
become abiological researcher after pursuing both Mastersand Doctoral degrees.

(continue on page 2)




THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
(continued)

Filip Osowski, therecipient of the Dr. Kenneth & Nancy Williams Scholarshipisin hisfreshman year at Essex
Community College. Heisstudying computer science and hopesto becomeacomputer programmer. Filipwasthe
recipient of thisaward last year. Heisvery proud of hisPolish Heritage and isan active member of the Polish Heritage
Association of Maryland along with hismother Krystynaand sster Angelika,

Lauren Boston wasasemi-findist last year and attendsMary Washington Collegewhere sheismaoring in Journalism.
Shecreditsher Polish Heritagewithingtillingin her the corevauesof family, spirituaity and astrong work ethic. Lauren
iIsa2004 graduate of Bel Air High School and dueto her advance placement credits shewas ableto enter her freshman
year with fifteen credits. During thefirst semester shemadethe Dean’sList witha3.6 GPA. Shewritesaweekly sports
articlein additiontoworking part-timein theschool library and wasrecently named Assi stant SportsEditor.

Michal Krasdl wastherecipient of the special PHA 30th Anniversary Scholarship last year. Heisafreshman at the
University of Maryland, College Park maoring in Aerospace Engineering and plansto becomean Aircraft designer.
Michal isan active member of the Polish Heritage A ssociation Youth Group and wrote an articlefor the Trumpeter on
hissummer in Poland. He has spent every other summer intherural Polishvillagewhere hismother grew up.

Thefiverecipientswere selected from ten semi-finalists by the Scholarship Committee. Once againtheAssociation
choseto givethe semi-finaistswho did not receive aschol arship amembershipinthe PHA. Thosereceiving thisspecia
membership are: Lindsay Denmark, MicheleKulbicki, Patrick Tacka, and Brendan Wilk.

The presentation began with thesigning of the Polish and American nationa anthems sung by Pat Bruchal ski, and then
President L eshinskie gave awel comefollowed by the Invocation by Father Okroy. The scholarswere presented witha
certificateby VictoriaT. Leshinskieand Tom Hollowak. Following the presentation of the scholarship awardsthe
students, their families, and membersweretreated to alavish buffet provided by the Hospitality Committee.

Thisyear’s Scholarship Committee were- Stacia Solinsky, BozenaRylka, John Mea ey, Gordon Creamer, Tom
Hollowak, Chair and Victoria L eshinskie, ex officio. Gordon and Tom are both past recipients of PHA Scholarships.
Among thosein attendance weretwo former Scholarship Committee Chairs - Ben Pokrywka, who honored hislate
wifewithamemoria scholarship and Paul Plevyak.

Scholarship Fund

Beginning Baance $35, 585.00
L ess Scholarships for 2005 $ 7,000.00
Ending Balance $28, 585.00
Breakdown of Specia Funds:

Dr. JosephineWtulich Fund $10, 106.00

Polish HeritageAssociation Fund $18, 209.00

LauraGoraski Fund $ 270.00

Thesefiguresarefor the period ending July 31, 2005



TooTing OurR HORN!

CecyliaBarczyk, her husband Karol
Borowsky and their children -
Elizabeth, Emmanue, and Frances
Graceparticipatedinthe“Musicfor
Peace: A concert of Instrumental
Music’onJuly 19, 2005, at Saint
Dominic Church.

Lucy Carey has spent the summer
teaching Polish | a Catonsville

Community College. Thisisthefirsttimeit hasbeen
offered and hasbeen very successful with eighteen
studentsregistered for the course. Oneof the student’s
livesin Prince George's County and worksin
Montgomery County and hehasnot missedasingle

class. Thereisalsoacouplewho
liveinHoward County attending the
classes. Polishl and 1l will be
offeredintheFal and Lucy will also
continuewith Intermediate Polish.

TheresaViolanti, State President
Digtrict X11, Treasurer Group
658,Council 34, Maryland and
Washington, D.C. - PolishWomen's
Allianceof Americawon sixth place
inthe May Queen contest for

introducing ten new members. Sixty-four family
membersbel ong to the PWA.

Henry and Mary
JaneWentz are
seenhere

enjoying
Bdtimore's
Annua Flower
Mart that takes
placeevery year
inMay aroundthe
Washington
Monumentin
Mount Vernon
Place. Generous
contributorstothe

Baltimore Opera Company, they also help taff the
BOC sbooth at the Flower Mart.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, September 18 - Piano Concert -
Chopin/Mozart
John Gardecki
Washington Internationa PilanoArts Council
Co-Founder, Fairfax, VA

Sunday, October 16 - Polish Heritage Month
Men & Wbmen of Polish Heritage
Presented by the Youth Group

Sunday, November 20 - Baltimore's Polonia:
An lllustrated History
ThomasL. Hollowak

Sunday, December 11- Polish Christmas Celebration
(please note this is the 2nd sunday of the month)

All Events are Free and begin at 4:00 p.m.
(following the Business Meeting)

Holy Rosary Church
(undercroft)
408 S. Chester Sreet
Baltimore, MD 21231

Y outH Groupr NEws

Elizabeth Borowsky graduated Summa CumLaudefrom
Towson University withaBachelor’ sdegreeinMusic
(piano performance). Shewill beattending Indiana
University inthefall to beginwork on her Masters Degree.
Elizabethwill also becompetinginthelnternational
Federic Chopin Competition which takesplaceevery five
yearsinWarsaw, Poland. Prior to her departure she will
begiving aseriesof concertsin Maryland, Pennsylvania,
and West Virginia. Thetwo Maryland concertsare
September 4, 2005 at Central Presbyterian Churchin
Towson at 4:00 p.m. and September 11, 2005 at AnDie
Musik, 409 North Charles Street at 3:00 p.m. The
concertsarefree and opento the public; donationswill be
accepted to help defray her expensesfor the Chopin
Compstition.

John Paul Gustin, who received aspecia four-year
scholarshipfrom PHA, iscurrently aPh. D. candidatein
JohnsHopkinsUniversity’schemica and bimolecular
engineering program. Having completed hisfirst year and
passing hisora examshewill focuson breast cancer
researchinthePark Lab at HopkinsHospital. Hisgoal is
to obtain adoctoral degreethen conduct biochemical and
engineering research related to pharmaceuti cal sto benefit

Society.



PoLisH-AMERICAN TEENAGER

by
Halszka Graczyk

| dwaysfind mysdlf inan interesting and contempl ative state of mind when someone asks me about my
nationdity. “Why, I’'mboth,” | say, “ American and Polish.” But they ing<t, “Well how doyou really
fed, likeanAmerican or aPole?’

Thisquestion never intrigued meuntil | becameateenager and truly understood thetrue notionand
logic behind thesituation. Whowas| really?

| understood that | was borninWarsaw, spoke Polish with my parents, celebrated Wigilia, and ate
golambki. | loved my Babciaand Dziadek and the sound of pure Polish being spoken around me.

But on the other hand, | understood that | lived in Baltimore, that | spoke Englishin school, played with
Americanfriends, and celebrated Thanksgiving.

Thequestion echoed inmy brain and only escalated as| faced the struggles of maturity; suddenly
everything | did, how | acted, and who | wasbecame socially challenged and questioned.

Atfirst| becamethreatened by my dual nationdity- | was, in essence, different fromall of my friends. |
havedifferent traditions, different customs, and spoke an entirely different language at home.

Atripto Europeat the primeage of 14 atered my perspective and shifted my point of view. Walking
down the streets of Warsaw, speaking my nativetongue, and spending timewith polishteenagersand
family awakened my deep loveatrue sense of belonging.

Uponmy returnto Batimore, | experienced anew fedling; | washomesick for Poland. Homesick, for
what | redlized, wasmy real home. Though I loved livingin Americaand wasgrateful for my wonderful
lifestyle, | felt anew connection with Poland, aconnection | knew would not fade away.

My growing understanding and appreciation of agloba community made meredlizethegrowing
ignorance of othersmy own age. | felt lucky to haveaconnectionin Europe; to be conscious of
another culture and appreciate the need for worldly awareness. Many teenagersmy age do not even
realizeaworld outside of Americaexist, they have no desireto learn about the history, people, and
cultureof another nation.

Many times| find mysalf sad and dreaming of my friendsand family in Poland, but | have cometo
understand theincredible advantage| hold over othersmy age. Injoining the Polish youth group at
Holy Rosary, | havefound other teenagerswho share my love of Poland whileenjoying lifeintheU.S.
My parentsal so support my desire, and together we attend the Polish Church, cel ebrate holidaysjust
likein Poland, and take numeroustripsback to Europe. | further am excited to become apart of The
Polish Heritage A ssociation of Maryland youth group wherel have aguarantee of meeting teenagers
withthe sameview pointsand idealsasmysaif.

It hurtsmeto imagine theyoung people who fear admittance of their true cultural heritagefor fear of
ridiculeor desireto bepurely “ American”. Americawas created asamelting pot; the beauty of our
nation liesin the conglomeration of cultureand traditionsfromall over theworld. I have, in my youthful
age, dready cometo the conclusion: A person can only truly be happy with themselveswhen they
accept whothey really are.
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ANSWERING GoD’sCALL

OnJduly 16, 2005 KrystynaOsowska, Mary Ann
Chorabik, AngelaSzybor, MarthaSzyjka, and Vickie
L eshinskieattended the ordination to the priesthood of
Andrew J. Stahmer at the Cathedral of St. Patrick in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. PHA Chaplin, Fr. Franciszek
Okroy participated as one of thevesting priestsand
RadomiraSawaryn wasone of thereaders.

Father Stahmer, who isaformer member of PHA, heard
God'scal tothe priesthood after teaching twenty yearsin
the Baltimore City Public Schools. 1n 1991 hewas
accepted by theArchdiocese of Baltimoreto attend
Blessed John X X111 National Seminary. Sadly hismother
developed Alzheimer’ sand he decided not to enter the
seminary sothat healong with hissisterscouldtake care
of their mother.

After hismother’sdeathin 2000 hereappliedto the
Baltimore Archdiocese, but wasnot accepted dueto his
age. However, theArchdiocese of Harrisburg did not see
hisage as animpediment and accepted him asacandidate
for the priesthood.

On Sunday, July 17, 2005 the newly ordained Rev.
Andrew John Stahmer celebrated hisfirst Massat Holy
Rosary Church.

Father Stahmer the membersof PHA shareinthejoy of
your answering God's Call and wishyou So Lat!
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left to right: Krystyna Osowska, Mary Ann Chorabik,
Father Andrew Sahmer, and Vickie Leshinskie

WALTER K1Jowski CELEBRATION

Our former President, Walter Kijowski, turned 90in June.
To celebratethe
occasion\Walter
wastreated to a
cakeandthe
signing of So Lat
by those present at
theMay 15th
mesting.

On June 26, 2005
hiswifeMarieand
childrengavehima
surpriseparty.
Polish Heritagewas
well represented with VictoriaL eshinskie, Father Okroy,
SellaSpies, KrystynaOsowska, Staciaand Ed Solinsky,
Catherine Benicewicz, Lillian Rogowski, Mr. & Mrs. Ray
Dombrowski, Annaand John Flatley, Jean Pula, and
CarolynKrysiak attending. RepresentativeKrysiak aso
presented Walter with aproclamation.

AN EVENING AT THE EMBASSY

On June 22, 2005 author Francis C. Kgencki was
honored at the Polish Embassy inWashington, D.C.
Among thoseinvited were several membersof PHA:
Richard Poremski, Ed and Stacia Solinsky, Edward
Rowny, Dr. RobinMgeski, and Vickie Leshinskie.

Mr. Kgencki entertained the audiencewith arecounting of
hissix publications. He haswritten about Casimir Pulaski,
Tadeusz K osciuszko, Polesin the 19th Century and
discrimination by American Higtorians. Following histalk
everyone enjoyed asumptuousreception.

left to right: Sacia and Ed Solinsky,

@ Edward Rowny, and Vickie Leshinskie
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ScHoLARSHIP FUND CONTRIBUTORS

In Honor of Walter Kijowski’s 90th Birthday
ThomasL. Hollowak
VictoriaT. Leshinskie
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Solinsky

In Memory of Laura Goralski
CatherineBenicewicz
ThomasL. Hollowak
VictoriaT. Leshinskie

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Solinsky

In Memory of Josephine Puppa
CatherineBenicewicz
VictoriaT. Leshinskie

Mrs. & Mrs. Edmund Solinsky

In Memory of Mrs. Frank (Helen) \Wesol owski
Catherine Benicewicz
VictoriaT. Leshinskie
Mrs. & Mrs. Edmund Solinsky
ThomasL. Hollowak

Dzi¢kuje Bardzo!

New MEMBERS- WITAMY!

John Paul Gustin
AndreaHagner
StdlaHazard
EwaKrasdl

Krzystof J. Krasdl
Anthony Monczewski

INMEMORIUM

Josephine Mg kaPuppa

Come Visit Us on the Web at

pha-md.org

OFFICERS

President - VictoriaT. Leshinskie

1st Vice President - Edmund Solinsky
2ndVicePresident - ThomasL . Hollowak
Treasurer - Henry Wentz

Secretary - Lucy Carey

Chaplain - Rev. Franciszek Okroy, S.Ch.

Executive BoArRD

FlorenceKulbicki ~ Adam Mazurek
KrystynaOsowska BozenaRylka
AngelaSzczybor

CoMmMITTEE CHAIRS

Archivist/Higtorian - ThomasL . Hollowak

Audit - Gordon Creamer & LedieKaminski Kaminans
Education - Dorothy PulaStrohecker

Fellowship- Lillian Rogowski

Hospitality - StaciaSolinsky

Lega Advisor - Edward Rybczynski, Esg.
Membership - Richard Poremski

Music- Pat Bruchalska

Parlimentarian - Fred Karr

Public Relations- Stacia Solinsky

Pulaski Commemoration - Fred Karr

Scholarship - ThomasL. Hollowak

Telephone Tree- Mary Jane Wentz

Website- Lech Maziakowski & ThomasL. Hollowak
Youth Group - Maryann Chorabik & KrystynaOsowska

TRUMPETER STAFF

ThomasL. Hollowak - Editor

Susan BaldygaMisiora- Reporter
LedieKaminski Kaminans - Reporter
Gordon J. Creamer - Reporter

Marie Chorabik - Youth Group Reporter
JohnMealey - Proofreader

The Trumpeter ispublished quarterly. Newsand
articlesarewelcomed and should be submitted to the
editor - 7 Dendron Court, Baltimore, MD 21234 or
by email - historyk@comcast.net. Deadlinesare
January 15, April 15, August 15, and November 15.




