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‘BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS': TROOPS — NOT SANCTIONS —
NEEDED TO HALT YUGOSLAV CARNAGE, MILOSEVIC’S AGGRESSION

(Washington, D.C.): For nearly a year, Serbian aggression against other former
republics of Yugoslavia has met with studied indifference from the Bush Administration.
Thisstancehasmﬂatedinmpolicypamlysism--andmattmdamwsenccof
leadership from — Washington.

ThcmcﬁmlcﬁectofﬂzU.S.monﬁchugoslwcmismdmhubeenw
enable Serbia’s Slobodan Milosevic largely to achieve his goal of a "Greater Serbia®
thrmghbmmnmﬁtoﬂaloonqmmtheheanof&mpemdmrwghmefm
practice of “ethmic cleansing. The latter is the pretext used to rid occupied areas of
Croatia and Bosnia-Hercegovina of non-Serb peoples. Fully one-third of Croatian
wrﬁmryandwmchercan!OfMammwinthebandsofSubianfmcesmﬂnir
wholly-owned "irregulars” loyal to the communist Milosevic.

More of the Same?

Tragically, it now appears that — even as the Bush Adminigtration trumpets a new,
more active approach involving the imposition of sweeping international cconomic
mMmmmn-mmﬂmdmmmnmmnm
wellpmetobethesamethew'ﬁu'U.S.approach. While the Center for Security
Polk:yhascaﬂedfaeamomicanddiplmﬁcsancﬁmsagamstwbiammnﬁes
beganlastmmmcr,itisnowclmrﬂmsancﬁmsalmmwinbcinadequatewammc
current violence — and that yet to come.

Knowledgeable analysts currently believe that Milosevic only requires another 30
days {or less) to consolidate his annexation of mest of Bosnia by the intimidation, forcible
expulsion or execution of those Muslims and Croats still withia the zone under Sexbian
military occupation, Worse yet, the Bush Administration has postponed any decision on
the introduction of peacemaking forces — the only step remotcly likely now to stem
Milosevic’s ongoing predations, let alone to roll-back those aiready accomplished — umtil
the "sanctions are given a chance to work.”

This is, of course, precisely the argument made by many congressional Democrats
and other critics of President Bush’s military response to Saddam Hussein’s invasion of
Kuwait. nwasanargunmtsuenmusly,andpmperly,redsmdbyMr.Bushinﬂlefall
of 1990. Waiﬁngforsancﬂomtoworkmksnommsemehﬂnmof&rbia
than it did with respect to Iraqi aggression for the following reasons:

First, in the absence of military action against Serbian forces and paramilitary
surrogates, sanctions may simply have the effect of shoring up Milesevic’s waning
popular support at home. He will be able to ¢laim that the economic catastrophe he has
wrought (for example, inflation estimated to be running at an annual rate of 48,000%) is
memmtOIMgeMmamﬂmemi&s—nmmmeptmmdmmkmﬁm
and the debilitating drain of an offensive war.
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