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Sacked UN
chief defiant
over Bosnia

John Mullin in Sarajevo
and lan Traynor

HE United Nations mili-

tary commander in for-
mer Yugoslavia, who
has just been sacked
aver a row with his political
bosses in New York and Zagreh,
yesterday asserted that his
troops’ mission was heing

a swifter and stronger military
responsewhenh:sﬁn'eesm
attacked or when their man-

dahatoescortaldandseauew | policy o force the Boanian Mus- |

being made.” -
The British lientenant-

¢ general, Sir Michael Rose, & for-

mer SAS chief, took over the
UN Bosnian command from Lt |

andsanmmtode-
gium.whoisleavingmﬁ'uslra-
tion with what he also sees as
TN failure and hampering of
the military by political

meddling.

The squabbling between the
political and military wings of
the UN reflects a lomgstanding
row among the Wesiern powers

; ovnrhowtnmpondmthscn--

. gis, exemplified vesterday in |
' Paris when the United States
secretary of state, Warren |
Christopher, rejected French de-
! mands for a new international

called civilian safe areas in Bos- | lims to accept a peace deal.

nia was threatened.
Gen Cot's Iorthrmht remnarks
looked likely to endear him

Th:oﬁleeofthel’:‘rmchm
dent, Fran¢ois
Mr Christopher had been told

even less to his political superi- | ﬂmtnewm'oposalswould‘vm'y
urs.wbomemhan'assedandl soon be put on the tabie™.

exasperated by his hlumt com-

Clinton said: "The
funmnnofapohhmlﬁghtbe-
tween three factions. Until they
agree io quit doing it, it's going
to continue.”

Gen Cot said that his row
with the UN secretary-general
over air support for troops cur-
rently in Hosnia was only the

't But in Washington, Presidm
killing is

_lﬂpufthei:eherg
“It is not a guestion of a -

philosophical relationship ‘be-

Kioo3

litical side,” ha said. “In the
case of a massive attack gn a
safe area, or anywhere else, the
only means of immediate res-
ponse is the palicy of close air
support, on tw condition that
we can react immediately.
“Immediately means three
minutes. That would be perfect.
Half an hour would be nice;, bat.
certainty not three hours.”
Observers say that although

——m

UN resolutions provide for air -

support in certain circum-
stances, it would -take sbout
five hours before the compli-
cated chain of command could
be effected under current rules.

Gen Cot made & clear be was

prepared io fight over air sup-

sor. He told journalists in
Sarajevo that first briefings had
indicated to him that the 13,000
trbops at his command were
sufflicient to get aid convoys
through to central Bosnia.
Figures from fhe UN High
Commissioner for Refugees
suggest as little as anefifth of
the aid intended for the area is
reaching

it.

Gen Briguemont said: “I
dnn‘tknowhowmyﬁml
have to say that we don‘t have
the means, both in Croatia and
Bosnia-“ﬂeuidnwasupm
thememberaoftheUNSecu
rity Council to think again
aboutﬂ‘?mmmmmnmttothe
former Yogoslavia

Gen Rose denjed he had come
to head the withdrawal of Brif-
ish troops. ‘Thatisnotpu‘tot

the centre of Sarajevo.
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