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Russia critical
of US plan for
Bosnian state

AMERICAN cfiorts to forge 2 Mus-
Bm-Crost federation in Bosnia ap-
peared (o suffer a sethack yesrerday
when Russia said it was not satis-

. fied with the US plan. “We are suill

studying it. nrighzznbemimm
ing option and an infcresting pos-
sihlity, but we arc not fally sarls-
fied that ali the legal consequences
have been thoughy through,” said
Russia's special envoy on Yugosla-
via, Vitaly Chorkin, after talks in
Muoscow with the Bosnian Prime
Minister, Haris Silajdzic.

Busnian Serb leaders have also
cxpressed doubts sbout the 1S ini-
tintive, saying will oppose it if
the Muslims and 18 use the fed-
erafion as a hese to invadce Bosnian
Scrb-held territory, or if pressure is

applied on the Bosnian Serbs w join .

the mew emtity. The Bosnian Serb
leader, Radovan said iner
week that onlyt‘l'foliﬁul illiterates™
would expect his people (o rejoin
the Muslims and Croats in a single
state rather than siay on their own
ar merge with Scrbia.

In an intervicw with Preads, the

former Soviet Commupist Pariy -

newspaper, Mr Karadzic also rased
the prospect that US and Russian
involvement in Bosnia conld sphir
the republic imo Western and Ros-
sian spheres of influcnce. *T would
like to believe chat the wer will end
#0000 and we will create 2 new bar-
der between Eagt and West, 3o that
there are ne more intrignes against
the Slavic world,” he said.

Despote the Rossian and Bosmian
Serb ohjections, US mediators ie-
ported that they had made “etnor-
mons progress” in bringing the
Mushims apd Croatz together. The
US plan envisages a federatiom,
made up of semi-autonomons can-
toms, that would then be linked eco-
pamically, but mot adminisgm-
tively, with Croatia.

The chief US cavoy, Charles Red-
man, says the door is open for the
Bosnian Sexbs to join the federation
and thus restore Bosmi
vina as a single, albeit highly decen-
walised state The implicit thoeat
behind the US plan is that if the
Bosniau Serbs sty oot or usire
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with Serbia they will face condnued
isolation, economic rain and poesi-
bly a Muslim-Croat officnsive to re-

territary.

ian deteryinarion ' resisr
Westcn.  pressure was  illustrared
yesterday when the ramp Yugoshe
state, consisting of Serbia and Moz~
tenegro, accused Natn of
violating its airspece Jast month. o
a letter 1o the Unired Nations, the
Yogoslav Forcign Minister, Viadi-
slav Jovanovic, said that pew violz-
tions would have “vapredictable
conscguences™.

The protest followed an incident
on Toesday when Serbian forces in
the aconpied Krujina region of Cro-
atia anmncked p Nato plane fiying
o L et o i
gers were injurcd and pani
plane was forced 1o mwake an cmor-
gency landing in the port of Rijeka.

On 28 Februsry Naw fighoer
planes shot down four Sarbien Light
watm:klimﬁdmﬂmuh.hﬁ:wthe

cstern  allizpee = considering
whather to provide nnsrmed mili-
tary planes with fighrer escorts in
former Y wvia. This step, cou-
pled with the likdihood that more
Western troops will go 10 Bosnia
under the UN flag, would ropresen:
decper Western militery imvolve-
ment in the Yogosla

The UN Human Rights Conumrs-
sion in Geneva yesterday singled
:ml_losnhnscmﬁag;m:the:?u

caring most guilg uses of oi-
vilians in the 23-month-old Bos-
pian war. The commmission said that
both Serbign and Croatian extrem-
S
- ¢
not the sole responsibility lies with
tggnmm Germany

—_ yesterday

called off the deportation of 160 ille

refugecs from rump Yognslevie

of cbjections by Romania,

i used a8 a

transit route. North Rhbine Wess-

phalia said the flight would not now
go abead today.




