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++somehow gets back to it,” says the
“Republican senator from Arizona, who

. as a Navy pilot in 1967 was shot down

during a bombing run over Hanoi, and
spent 5% years in a North Vietnamese
prison, “That’s not true in my case, I
think you will find that I very seldom, if
ever, talk about it. . . . I'don’t have
hadacheo.ldon’thavemghunares.l
don’t have flashbacks.”

Yet were it not for McCain’s grim
Vietnam experience—a credential
abatedbyvuyﬁewoﬂ)ersmofﬁual ;

Congress’s most visible critic of Bill
Clinton's reported plan to bomb
Serbian artillery. He's the loudest voice
among a bipartisan cohort skeptical of
Clinton’s emerging policy to stop the

" atrocities in the former Yugoslavia,

Some of them are former military pilots
such as Sen. John Glenn (D-Chio) and
Rep. Duke Cunningham (R-Calif.), but
they also include such noncombatants
as Sen. Nancy Kassebaum (R-Kan.).
“T've been worried about it a long
time, but obviously in the last féw
weeks it's been ratcheted up *
considerably as the decision-making
process goes on,” McCainsaid ' - ¢
continuing his crusadeas a




don’t have hl:k! » wed appearances 1n the last
i | couple of weels~~occasionally opposite
_W“““M’m Sen. Joe Biden (D-DeL.), who has
' likened the “ethnic cleansing” in Bosnia
- tothedl’-lsolocam‘l\nofusfeel‘t:e
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Y m [or the Foreign Minister,
m 200,000 Reasons to Help

*“I was in Karachi, London, Athens
ByPlnlMcCombs and now Washington in a féw days’ ¢
time,” he says. In Athens, the peace ' Y
phnwaasngned.lnhhdon where the

people, have been holding

watery eyes. He carries out agams?u the weapons

mnsdfhneelymmenondmcnptgmy mmtmumswa

ait, his body almost floppy with people toannﬂaemselve;agamst the :

augm..ms high-cheekboned Serbs, “I told [British F inister 5
now distracted, now Douglas] Hurd, “You a

mreservely grim—has the handswhﬂechxldrenarébtmg
ulkrofahemmanoldEurop&n and slaughtered.' 7 W

erhaps, traveling from one capital to HetwnsNevilleChamberhm“I

he next begging for help as his’ believe,
npuhtmnsbemgslaughtered. deterrence. If this extremism wing in

Bosnia, tlwnrthllfeedmanydlﬁ&tent
.lih lmderstan Haris allovertheworld.L' ;
ila;dnc(Sil—EYE—psh) theforengn Now, Silajdzic is here. 77
ninister of Bosnia-Herzegovina, “that Washington, where the new
lnsmddmnﬂedbytmedpeople president has said we will bomb the
Chey just change planes and hotels. I Serbs if necessary and will get the arms
wactically live in the air. There’s no embargo lifted, and has sent the :
ime to reflect, no time to touch base, ~ Secretary of state to European capitals
(hat’s the way it is. Once you are to drum up cooperation,
bere, you can't help it.” “Yes, of course we are happy,” gays
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McCain ssid that while he was suffering no
flashbacks, he did have a strong sense of déja ou.
He recalled that as a freshman member of the
House in September 1983, he made a floor
speech vehemently opposing the stationing of a
Marine “peace-keeping” force in Lebanon—an op-
eration that was nevertheless undertaken, with
disastrous results.

Of the Clinton administration approach to the
Balkans, he said, “1 believe it's a ‘feel-good’ poli-
cy—you know, we'll just bomb, and if it doesn’t
work then we’ll think of something else. That just
smacks of sophistry. It smacks of total irresponsi-
bility to say, ‘Just go ahead and bomb and if that
fails . . . we'll have to escalate, or, as the other ar-
gument goes, if it fails, we're no worse off than
we were before. But the U.S. cannot afford to fail.
We're the world’s superpower. The situation
would be worse if we failed—ig my view,.consid-
erably worse.” : :

As the senator held forth in his office yester-
day.hesippedooffeefrmnam;igbearingthaleg—
end “DDG 56 John S. McCain"—a guided-missile
destroyer christened in honor of his father and
grandfather, both distinguished Navy admirals
who instilled in John McCain III the values and
culture of military duty and discipline. It’s a blood
legacy that the president, for one, famously lacks,
even as he contemplates sending bombers into
the Balkans or—if a peace accord among Bosania’s
Serbs, Croats and Muslims is ratified today-—
thousands of American soldiers to help enforce it.

“I think there’s potential trouble [for Clinton] if
the casualties start to mount,” McCain said, refer-
ring to Clinton’s personal history as a vocal oppo-
nent of the Vietnam War who, while a Rhodes
Scholar at Oxford University, avoided military

fsetvioe."ltlﬁnkhehaslessleewaythananother

4 commander-in-chief would have®—due, in part,
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Sen. John believe it's a

el-good’

know, we'll if it doesn’t
MCC;in said, tﬁl, v. :!,‘. . l‘: " :1 : ;.,'.'.: W'
the president and the military.” /7 1
“f'm one who believes that this relationship

with the military is‘not healthy, ‘as

I have more

than once volunteered to be of askistance to help
him repair that” McCain' said, veferrisig to ten- |

sions over Clinton’s vow to lift the Pentagon’s ban '
on homosexuals, his proposals for deep cuts in the
defense budget and other sticky issues. “I would

travel with him to military bases or events associ- bechuss

ated with the military,” McCain added, egymerat-
ing the waye-in which he might.be of help. “1
would talk to' veterans organizatiiig and others. |
would try to advise him as to how to'Bécome more
visible with military people around him. One of his
problems is that today, as I see it, there is not a
military presence in the White Hoyse on a regular
basis. I would advise him in. that respect, I would.
do anything in my power to try to repair this rift.”

vices Lot
deep and

nmIttee whose rentagon contacts are

wide, asserted that Chnton has “got ta
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Predictably, White House Communications Dj-

rectar George Stephanopoulos differed with the |

senator’s assessment yesterday, ?

! %Or course the atmosphere isn't poisonous,”
*“Stephaniopoulos ‘sald 1 an interview. “The presi-i|.
"--denthsacloeerelatimshipwithﬂ!enﬁlituy.’ '

As for McCain's assertion that Clinton was
somehow neglecting the service academies,
Stephanopo pointed out, “He’s speaking at
West Point.” = -

McCain, meanwhile, had this to say about for-

~ mer representative Les Aspin, Clinton’s defense

secretary, who was one of Robert McNamara's
whiz-kid theorists during Vietnam: “I worry a lot

* about Les' sort of over-intellectualizing some ‘is-

. sues.T would not like to see a repeat of this sce-

nario where. [as chairman of the House Armed
‘Services Committee] he listed all the countries in
the world and said, “This is 1% Iraq; this is 1.6
taq. This is 1.8 Iraq,’ That may be a fun intellec-

ual exercise at Harvard, but it’s not real.”
" What is real, however, is the Clintonites’ deter-
ination that McCain’s opinions don’t poison the
Is in the Senate or House. Howard Paster,
' chi gressional lobbyist, expressed

SIW rprise, surprise, at the senator’s attitude.

. "Today we received a really lovely letter from
efiator McCain in response to the article [in the
Washington Post] about some people not wanting
he president to celebrate Memorial Day,” Paster
aidy *And Senator McCain sent a very nice letter,
‘Was much appreciated, saying that he
se people’s objections are simply unjust,
- the president is the commander-in-chief.
It was a very thoughtful letter, and I immediately
sentit'mtothepreeidgnt, because I thought it
was 8o special.”
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But Paster would probably be well advised not. |
T 5 mm‘ l"

to take McCain's missive as a finging’
ment. /s Se

“P'm willing to give him the benefit of the doubt
and put my confidence in his leadership ability,”

McCain said, when asked if Clinton will make a |

good commander-in-chief. “Until he proves othez-
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