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May 13, 1993
The Honorable Bill Clinton
President
Whits House
Washington, D.C.
Dear President Clinton:

We are wnurgg 10 call your attention to the authoritarian tendeacies of President of
Croatia Franjo Tudjman, who has exhibited an intolerance toward free press and political
expreasion in Croatin, : '

Af you may know, after Tudjman and his party, the Croatian Democratic Unioh (HDZ)
¢ame to power in 1990, the govermnment took contro] of all electronic media in Croatia, -
lelevision and radio combined. Altemative electronic media continued to be banned under

an owtdated communist law,

In May 1992, indictments for “vurbal comes” were brought against Cmaxir;njoumaﬂm
Tanja Torbarina, Jelena Lovric and Denis Kufjis, Ms. Torbarina is a widely- political
satirist who ridiculed Tudjman ag "Miss Croatia" for lis habit of belng photagraphed
wearing a colorful silk sash in an effort to make himself appear more presidential.

In addition, prior to the August 1992 ¢lections in Croatia, Tudjman took administrative
steps to eliminate all independent peint media. He drove ons of the most re
weeklies, Dagag, out of busingss and twmed two Zagreb dailies Yigsnik and ii_list
into government mouthpicees. Since those zamo elections, Tudjman and his government
have attempted to take control of Noyi ligt, a publication which never criticized him, and
successfully scized edftorial conteol and fired journalists of the independent dlobodna

There were frequent chargas made against Tudjman during the August 1992 elections
that he was uging the media, espesially tejevision, as an instrument of propaganda.
Considering his record, you must consider the validity of the charge and question the
legitimacy of amy clection where only one party has widespread access to the gencral public.
Despite g.n’aropcan standards which require multiparty control of the clection process, only
’I‘ufm&n'a party monjtored the last two Croatian elections and counted ballots, _

‘Since coming to power, Tudjmas has also demonstrated an intolerance toward different
opinions and hﬁa]po nents. Despite the fact that his party controls 70% of the
Crontian P fit 80 he literal'y ruleg by deceee, he harasses and porsecutes members

of Parliament that belong to oppasition parties, cven though they are democratically-elected
members of Parllament. _
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