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Concentration Camps for Serbs in Bosnia and Herzegovina

. Livno (fortress - old town) - about 600 Serbs.

. Tomislavgrad (Secondary School Center) - about 500 Serbs.

. Tomislavgrad - the village of Rascani, all Serbs captured in the
illage with no food supplies, nor health care.

. Bugojno - (house of the killed Serb Relja Lukic) - about 50 Serbs.
. Bugojno - (the factory "Slavko Rodic") - about 700 Serbs.

. Jajce - (the old fortress) - about 500 Serbs.

. Bihac - (stadium of the Footbal Club "Jedinstvo") - about 900
Serbs.

8. Orasje - (stadium of a football club) - about 100 Serbs. The
commander of the concentration camp is Pero Vinrenlic from the village
of Donja Mahala.

9. oOdzak - (primary school) - about 400 Serbs. The commander of the
concentration camp is Mijo Barisic.

10. Odzak - (the firm "Stolit") - about 150 Serbs.

11. odzak - (the village of Novi Grad) - about 1000 - 1500 Serbs,
mostly women and children.

12. o0dzak - (primary school in the village of Povljeta) - 59 Serbs.
13. odzak - (the former military warehouse in the village of Rabici) -
about 300 Serbs. The Serbs were transported from the concentration
camp in the village of Poljari and Rabici in the direction of Bosanski
Brod on July 1, 1992. The Serbs killed in the camp in Odzak are buried
with a dredge near the Hospital in Odzak. Fuad Alijagic is in charge
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of that job.

14. Konjic - (the railway tunnel above the village of Bradina) - about
3000 Serbs.

15. Hadzici - (Cultural Center in the village of Pazaric) - about 150
Serbs.

16. Ilidza - (stadium of the Football Club "Famos") - about 300 Serbs,
mostly women and children. Pero Sutalo from Vinkovci/Croatia, Samir
Lokvancic and Halis Ciko lead the investigation).

17. Tuzla - (the stadium "Tusanj") - about 4000 Serbs.

18. Bosanski Brod - (a suburb near River Sava) - about 400 Serbs.

19. Zenica - (rooms of the House of Correction) - about 2000 Serbs.
Many of them, so far, killed throwing into the blast furnace of the
Ironworks "“Zenica".

20. Jablanica - (the village of Celebici near Jablanicko Lake) - about
500 Serbs.

21. Kladanj - (the village of Stupari) - about 50 Serbs, every day one
of them is hung.

22. Sarajevo - (the stadium "Kosevo", the Sport Hall "Zetra", the
Railway Station of Sarajevo, Women’s Prison, Dormitory "Mladen
Stojanovic", nursery school "25. May" in the district "Pavle Goranin",
n"Sipad" Warehouse, House of Correction "pofalici").

Beside the mentioned ones in Sarajevo, there are several other
concentration camps. One of them is the former JNA barracks "viktor
Bubanj", where there are 750 Serbs. They live in incredible
conditions. Rooms planned for one person are crowded with 10-12
persons. The chief investigator is Mile Davidovic, the former
basketball referee. Among others there are 20 Arab guards. About 170
Serbs are located in the safe-deposit boxes of the bank "Privredna
Banka Sarajevo". Members of a HVO (Croatian Defense Council) unit



rallied "Kvadrant", guarding this camp, call this concentration camp a
"Torture Room for Serbs". Commander of the HVO unit "Kvadrant" is
Zlatko Lagumdzija. Commander of the concentration camp is Dragoslav
Dojcinovic, a karate expert. About 200 Serbs are located in the
School for Retarded Children "Vladimir Nazor". A number of Serbs is
confined in the skyscraper No. 2 in the square "Pero Kusoric".
commander of this camp is Edin Bahtic, a former soccer player. The
mass murders are committed at the Cantilever bridge on the River
Miljacka. Twenty seven Serbs were killed during one night. The major
mass murderers are: Edin Bahtac, Safet Klepo, Omar Rezbje]j, Safet
Kenic, Haris Lerzic and Uzes Saric. There are about 600 Serbs captured
in the Central Prison in Sarajevo. Commander of the camp is a well
known singer Safet Isovic. He is a SDA (Democratic Action Party)
representative in the Assembly of the former BH. There are also
concentration camps in the primary schools "Andrija Rasu" and "Prvi
Maj" in Alipasino Polje, in the rooms of the local community "Ali
Pasino Polje™ (buildings in the "B" and "C" phase).

About 6000 Serbs have been killed up to now in the concentration camps
established by the Croatian-Muslim coalition, and the number is
increased every day. Most of the captured are women and children.

Prisons in Sarajevo with Serbs captured in them:

1. The Sport Center "FIS", JNA Street 3 (confirmed):;

2. The Central Prison - about 600 Serbs (confirmed) ;

3. The School for Retarded Children "Vladimir Nazor™ - about 200
Serbs (not confirmed). Its manager is Edin Bahtic:;

4. The basement of the safety deposit box of the bank "Privredna Banka
Sarajevo", Jovan Cvijic Street, a certain Zlatko Lagumdzija is manager
- about 170 Serbs;

5. The barracks "Viktor Bubanj", District "Pavle Goranin" - about 250
Serbs;

6. Stadium "Kosevo" connected with Zetra - about 500 Serbs captured;
7. The tunnel "Velesici", Ciglane;

8. Dormitory "Mladen Stojanovic", Radiceva Street;

9. "Sipad" firm in Dzemal Bijedic Street;

10. The garage near "Privredna Banka Sarajevo", Dobrinja IV;

11. Atomic shelter in Dobrinja III;

12. Prison in Stup - the object unknown;

13. The tunnel "Kosevo Hospital";

14. Cafe "Stela";

15. The Heating Plant at Ali Pasino Polje, "B" phase;

16. The school "Aleksa Santic" - Dobrinja V;

17. Stadium "Famos" in Hrasnica;

18. The House of Correction in Pofalici, near tobacco factory:

19. The Meteorology Institute at Bjelave;

20. The Police Station at Bjelave;

21. The primary school "Pavle Goranin";

22, The railway station - about 600 Serbs.



Dragi prijatelji: o

Evo parcijalnog spiska koncentracionih logora za Srbe. Izvor: News
Briefs: Serbia Today, from August S, 1992 (published bg: Ministry of
Information, Republic of Serbia, Nemanjina 11, 11000 elgrade,
Yugoslavia):

CONCENTRATION CAMPS FOR SERBS IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

1. LIVNO (the "Stari Grad" fortress: about 600 Serbs
2. TOMISLAVGRAD glocal high school): about 500 Serbs ) )
3. TOMISLAVGRAD (the village of Rascani): All the Serbs in the village are
under siege, without any food, supply or medical care,
. BUGOJ gthe house of the murdered Serb Relga Lukic): about 50 Serbs
BUGOJINO ( the "Slavko Rodic" Factorygéeabou 700 Serbs
JAJCE Ethe ancient Fortressgé about Serbs
BIHAC (the "Jedinstvo” football club stadium): about 900 Serbs
ORASJE (the local football stadium): about 190 Serbs
ODZAK gthe elementar¥ school): about 70@ Serbs
a
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10. ODZAK (the "Stolit" Factory): about 15@ Serbs

11a OEZfs the village of Novi” Grad): about 1000-1500 Serbs, mostly women

and children

%Z.bODZAK (the former military depot in the village of Rabici): about 300
rbs

lg. ODZAK (the elementar{ school in the village of Poljari): 59 Serbs

%4.bKONJIC (the railway tunnel above the village of Bradina): about 3,000

erbs

15. HADZICI (the Culture Hall): about 150 Serbs

16. ILIDZA (the "Famos" football club stadium): about 80@ Serbs, mostly

women and children

17. TUZLA ﬁ}he "Tusanj" stadium): about 4,000 Serbs .

%2.bBOSANS BROD (the suburbs along the bank of the river Sava): about 400
rbs

19. ZENICA (the former jail):about 2,000 Serbs

20. JABLANICA (the village of Celebici): about 500 Serbs

21. KLADAN] (the village of Stupari): about 5@ Serbs

PRISONS FOR SERBS IN SARAJEVO

FIS, INA Street no. 3
The central ciﬁz jail
The "Viadimir Nazor" school for retarded children .
The underground vaults of the "Privredna Banka Sarajevo” bank
"Viktor Bubanj" garrison '
The "Kosevo" stadium
The "Velisici-Ciglane™ tunnel . .
The "Mladen Stojanovic" student's dormitory in Radiceva Street
The "Sipad” plant in Dzemal Bjedic Street
10. The garage near the "Privredna Banka Sarajevo”™ bank
11. The atomic shelter in Dobrinja qarter
12. The jail in Stgﬁa
13. The tunnel of the "Kosevo" hospital
14. The "Strela” restaurant
15. The "Alipasino polje” heating plant
16. The "Aleksa Santic elementary school
17. The "Famos" football club stadium in Hrasnica
18. The Reformatory in Pofalici
19. The Meteorology Institute
20. The police station in Bjelave quarter
21. The railway station

Pozdrav od M. Milkovica
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2 effect of “ethnic cleansing” against Bosnian-Serbs in Bosnia & Hercegovina
ontrasted with the census of 1991)

nicipality Bosnian-Serbs 1991 Bosnian-Serbs today
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In total around 300,000 Bosnian-Serbs have been displaced by
"ethnic cleansing-~,
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Bosnian Hostilities Mar U.N. Peacekeeping Initiative

By JASON FEER
Special to Defense News

CROATIA, Yugoslavia — The
outbreak of widespread fighting
in Bosnia-Herzegovina has be-
come the latest obstacle to Unit-
i ed Nations plans to deploy up to
14,000 peacekeeping troops in
three areas of the neighboring re-
public of Croatia.

When the U.N. peace plan for
jl Croatia was drafted last Novem-

ber, U.N. officials were con-
cerned by the rising tensions
among Muslims, Serbs and Cro-
atians in neighboring Bosnia. .

At the urging of some Bosnian
leaders, the United Nations de-
cided to locate the mission's
headquarters and main logistics
base in Bosnia in the hope that a
U.N. presence there would help
stabilize the situation.

However, as fighting during

the past 10 days has shown, the
U.N. presence in Bosnia has had
little effect and officials say the
mission could be in jeopardy.

‘‘Right now we feel ridicu-
lous,” said one U.N. official as
mortar shells landed in the park-
ing lot of the organization’s head-
quarters in Sarajevo on April 8.
*Our own safety and the future of
our mission is in doubt.”

The Bosnian capital of Saraje-
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posed to have established its
main logistics base in the north-
ern town of Banja Luka, the main
city in a Serbian region that on
April 8 declared its independence
from Bosnia. Roads leading to
the city have been cut a number
of times by fighting and by barri-
cades erected by Serbian
militants.

U.N. spokesman Fred Eckhard
on April 9 said the United Na-
tions still plans, to deploy some
troops in Banja Luka, but the
main logistics operations will be
located in the Croatian capital of
Zagreb and the Serbian capital of
Belgrade.

He said the decision was made
to save money and denied that
the change was due to the vio-
lence in Bosnia.

The fighting in Bosnia pits an
informal alliance of Croats and
Muslims who support indepen-
dence from Yugoslavia against lo-
cal Serbs, armed and supported
by the Yugoslav federal military,
who want Bosnia to remain part
of a smaller Yugoslav federation.
The civil war in Yugoslavia has
left thousands dead since the
middle of last year.

Croatian units, particularly in
the western Herzegovina region,
are well equipped and appear to
have large stocks of artillery,
antitank weapons, shoulder-fired
antiaircraft missiles and antiair-
craft guns. Muslim forces are less
well armed, but there are reports

| that they are receiving weapors

and other support from Iran and
Libya.

The Croatian government h&s.
publicly denied reports that ?t is -
arming and supporting Croatians

in Bosnia, but government

sources say Croatia is providing

arms, training and limited financ-
ing to Croatian forces fighting in
Bosnia. The same officials con-
firm that Croatia is acting as a
conduit for arms shipments to
Croatian forces in Bosnia.

The escalating violence in Bos-
nia has been accompanied by a
surge in fighting in Croatia.

Fighting has been espeqally
heavy in the eastern Slavonia re-
gion, where troops from Russia,
Belgium and Luxemboprg are
due to take up positions in a few
weeks.

U.N. advance teams in the_area
already have come under arnllgry
fire from Serbian and Croapan
forces several times. The situa-
tion is complicated by an ongo-
ing Croatian offensive in the
area.

The operation has met wjth
some success, but the resulgmg
fighting has prevented the United
Nations from operating freely in
the region.

Friction also has developed be-
tween the United Nations an(}
Croatia over the disarming o
Serbian militias and the removal
of barricades blocking access (o
the three U.N. protected areas.

Croatian officials say the Unit-
ed Nations is shirking its respon-
sibility. They chargg that because
most local authorities in the pro-

tected areas will be'S.erbs who
will probably be unwilling to dxsw
arm their compatriots, the 'Umted
Nations is effectively allowing the
militias to keep their arms.




Conflict in the Balkans: A Checkerboard of Threats and Guesses

60,000 Needed for Bosnia,

A U.S. General Estimates

By MICHAEL R. GORDON
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Aug. 11 — A repre-
sentative of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
told Congress today that 60,000 to
120,000 troops would be needed to in-
sure the uninterrupted flow by land and
air of food and medical supplies to
Sarajevo, the besieged capital of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina.

But the official, Lieut. Gen. Barry R.
McCaffrey, acknowledged under ques-
tioning that there was no plan agreed to
by the United States and European
countries to deploy a sizable ground
force. He suggested that as a result the
United Nations may need to enlist the
cooperation of the warring parties in
the Balkans to get the supplies through.

The estimate by General McCaffrey,
a senior aide to Gen. Colin L. Powell,
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, and one of the top Army com-
manders of the Persian Gulf war, un-
derscored the problem now facing the
Bush Administration.

For days, the Administration has
worked for a United Nations resolution
authorizing the use of force to assure

Raising the ante
is perilous, a U.N.
commander says.

that aid can be delivered. But now that
the United Nations Security Council is
on the verge of adopting a resolution, it
is unclear how United Nations mem-
bers would apply force.

Washington and European nations
remain reluctant to deploy ground
troops, and as a result the relief effort
may remain dependent on the willing-
ness of the warring factions in Bosnia.
Or as General McCaffrey put it in his
Congressional testimony, ‘It may be
that one of the prerequisites for that
happening successfully is to build a
permissive environment through politi-
cal and diplomatic action.”

Action by Senate

General McCaffrey spoke as the Sen-
ate adopted a resolution, 74 to 22, en-
dorsing the use of force to assure that
aid is delivered to the beleaguered
Muslims in Bosnia, as the Bush Admin-
istration has proposed.

But the Senate measure also went
beyond the Administration’s position
by saying explicitly that force should
be used to guarantee access to deten-
tion camps and calling for the Security
Council to reconsider whether the
arms embargo should be lifted so that
the Muslims in Bosnia could acquire
the means to better defend themselves
against the Serbs, who have a huge
advantage in tanks, armored personnel
carriers and artillery.

The Senate measure also calls for

convening a tribunal to investigate war
crimes in the region and asked the
United Nations to find a way to bring
artillery and other heavy weapons un-
der its supervision.

In testimony to the Senate Armed
Services Committee today, Pentagon
officials argued against using force to
guell the fighting in Bosnia.

“It will require a very large force
that would have to use violence to stop
violence, and that inevitably means the
death of innocent civilians,” Stephen J.
Hadley, Assistant Secretary of Defense
for International Security Policy, said.
‘‘We would have, in essence, an occupa-
tion force continually at risk.”

General McCaffrey said a field army-

of 400,000 troops would be needed to
impose a cease-fire and occupy territo-
ry in the disputed areas of the Balkans.

But virtually none of the Administra-
tion critics urging strong military ac-
tion are advocating the deployment of
an army to occupy and pacify what
used to be Yugoslavia. Rather, some

. critics say the West should come to the
'aid of the Muslim minority in Bosnia

by providing them arms and carrying
out air strikes.

Risk Without Results?

Officials and others counter that air
strikes and arms shipments to the
Muslims would broaden the fighting
without guaranteeing a resolution of
the conflict.

Today, Maj. Gen. Lewis W. MacKen-
zie of Canada, who led the United Na-
tions peace force in Sarajevo for five
months, asserted that ‘‘there is no mili-
tary solution’ in Bosnia. Speaking to
the Senate panel, General MacKenzie
argued that it was a mistake to threat-
en force even if only to assure the
delivery of aid, as it risked deeper
military involvement and could make
the Bosnian Muslims more determined
to resist compromise.

““You get involved with the delivery
of humanitarian aid, you'll have Amer-
icans killed, and you'll want to do some-
thing about it,”” he said. ‘‘And they’ll up
the ante, and you’ll up the ante. You
can’t isolate it and make it nice and
sanitary by just dealing with the
ca‘;nps and dealing with humanitarian
aid.”

General McCaffrey's estimate of the
number of troops required to assure
delivery of aid was in response to a
question about the forces needed to
protect the airport at Sarajevo and
land deliveries of food and medicine.
To do this, he said, it would be neces-
sary to clear a 20-mile strip around the
airport to prevent it from being hit by
artillery and mortar fire and to deploy
troops to guard the 200-mile land corri-
dor from the Croatian port of Split to
Sarajevo.

“I'd say a corps, if you want a seat-
of-the-pants answer,” General McCaf-
frey said. "“It’s 60,000 to 120,000 troops
to provide absolute security around
Sarajevo and the road into it."”

—

Lieut. Gen. Barry R. McCaffrey, a
needed to insure the uninterrupted

e

representative of the Join
flow of supplies to Saraje

osnian Cal

s Bush’s

By JOHN F. BURNS
Specialto The New York Times

SARAJEVO, Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na, Aug. 11 — The Bosnian President
said today that the reported willing-
ness of the United States and other
Western powers to use military force
to protect the delivery of food and
medicine to Sarajevo and other belea-
guered Government-held cities was a
welcome “first step’ that he hoped
would lead to a wider commitment to
use force directly against Serbian na-
tionalist troops.

Some senior officials here had been
critical of President Bush's move to
have the United Nations Security Coun-
cil adopt a resolution approving force
in support of augmented relief efforts,
calling it a half-measure that would
leave Serbian troops free to continue
offensives that have captured wide
areas of Bosnia.

But the President, Alija 1zetbegovic,
said he strongly favored the develop-
ment, both for what it would do to ease

force later.
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ducing the use of force is
tant,” Mr. Izetbegovic sa
mented United Nations reli
here would involve overlan:
addition to the airlift now
Sarajevo airport.

Soviet Denlals Rece

From the emphasis he
issue, it appeared that t
leader believed that the att:
given abroad to reports of
at Serb-run detention cam
lim. and Croatian reside.
quered areas of Bosnia w
particularly strong role in ti
of Bush and other leaders.
Mr. Izetbegovic made
sioned appeal for Wester
not to be “naive’ in the fac
assertions that the camps
more than holding center:
who have committed offen
conditions there are good.

the plight of Bosnian civilians and be-

Mr. Izetbegovic said he

B s




A WiS v IMMavaiG
led the United Na-
1 Sarajevo for five
at “‘there is no mili-
osnia. Speaking to
seneral MacKenzie
1 mistake to threat-
mly to assure the
3 it risked deeper
nt and could make
s more determined

e,
d with the delivery
, you'll have Amer-
’1l want to do some-
aid. ‘‘And they’ll up
| up the ante. You

make it nice and
dealing with the
with humanitarian

y's estimate of the
required to assure
3 in response to a
forces needed to

at Sarajevo and
ood and medicine.
it would be neces-
ile strip around the
. from being hit by
r fire and to deploy
200-mile land corri-
ian port of Split to

if you want a seat-
"' General McCaf-
00 to 120,000 troops
e security around
ad into it.”

—

T S ’
ez/The New York Times * *

Lieut. Gen. Barry R. McCaffrey, a representative of the Joints Chiefs of Staff, told Congress yesterday that 60,000 to 120,000 troops would be
needed to insure the uninterrupted flow of supplies to Sarajevo. He said a field army of 400,000 troops would be needed to impose a cease-fire.

osnian Calls Bush’s Plan a Welcome ‘First Step’

By JOHN F. BURNS
Specialto The New York Times

SARAJEVO, Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na, Aug. 11 — The Bosnian President
said today that the reported willing-
ness of the United States and other
Western powers to use military force
to protect the delivery of food and
medicine to Sarajevo and other belea-
guered Government-held cities was a
welcome “first step’ that he hoped
would lead to a wider commitment to
use force directly against Serbian na-
tionalist troops.

Some senior officials here had been
critical of President Bush's move to
have the United Nations Security Coun-
cil adopt a resolution approving force
in support of augmented relief efforts,
calling it a half-measure that would
leave Serbian troops free to continue
offensives that have captured wide
areas of Bosnia..

But the President, Alija I1zetbegovic,
said he strongly favored the develop-
ment, both for what it would do to ease
the plight of Bosnian civilians and be-
cause it wag “‘a first step’ that could
lead to a use of Western military

force later.

“In my view, this first step of intro-
ducing the use of force is very impor-
tant,”” Mr. Izetbegovic said. An aug-
mented United Nations relief operation
here would involve overland convoys in
addition to the airlift now running into
Sarajevo airport.

Sovlet Denlals Recalled

From the emphasis he laid on the:
issue, it appeared that the Bosniani
leader believed that the attention being
given abroad to reports of deprivation
at Serb-run detention camps for Mus-
lim. and Croatian residents of con-
quered areas of Bosnia would play a
particularly strong role in the decisions
of Bush and other leaders. .

Mr. Izetbegovic made an impas-
sioned appeal for Western countries
not to be ‘‘naive”’ in the face of Serbian
assertions that the camps are nothing
more than holding centers for people
who have committed offenses and that
conditions there are good.

Mr. Izetbegovic said he was afrald
that escorted press tours of some of the

camps would have the same effect on

Serbs Back a U.N. Relief Force,

k)

ut Warn Against Foreign Army

{ leaders had already begun to move

Western opinion as the Soviet denials
that Siberian concentration camps ex-
isted under Stalin, denials that he said
delayed Western acceptance of the re-|
ality in the Soviet Union for years,

The Bosnian leader said his own
years in prison, for his advocacy of
Islamic religious beliefs under Com-
munist rule here, had taught him the|
worthlessness of any statements made
by prisoners about their conditions
when the statements were made in the
presence of those detaining them.

“The statements they are giving in
front of these murderers are complete-
ly unreliable,” Mr. lzetbegovic said,
referring to the prisoners who have
been allowed to speak to reporters in
the Serbian camps. ‘‘How can anyone
expect them to tell the truth? The only
way to know the truth is to take these
people from these camps at random,
question them away from those detain-
ing them, and not return them to the
camps afterward.”

Request Sent to Bush

Mr. lzetbedgovic said reports reach-
ing here indicated that the Serbian

some people out of the camps to other
locations while releasing others, main-
ly old men, women and children. He
announced that his Government had
written to Mr. Bush requesting that
United States military satellites be
used to photograph the campsites to
determine exactly what was happen-
ing.

effort would have to meet, or on the,
amount of military force that might-be.
required.

“‘Of course, it is surprising,” said Mr~
1zetbegovic, who has frequently com-
plained that Western powers have for-
gotten that they have recognized his
Government as the legitimate author-
ity in Bosnia.

An aide interrupted to remind Mr.
Izetbegovic that a nine-member United
States relief delegation was expected
here on Wednesday to discuss wider.
relief efforts, but the Bosnian leader
made it clear that what he wanted was:
to be consulted not only about the
places to be helped with food and medi-~
cines, but also about the scope aof the:
military operation.

Mr. Izetbegovic said he had heaid
indirectly that the United States and its:
allies were considering opening three
land “‘corridors’’ into Bosnia, from
Split and Zagreb in Croatia, and Bel-
grade in Serbia, and that the communi--
ties to be helped would be Sarajevo and
Gorazde and a region known as the
Bosanski Krajina. Gorazde is a smaller
Muslim city that is also surrounded by
Serbian troops about 70 miles east of
here and the Bosanski Krajina region'«
is anchored on the towns of Banja Luka
and Bihac in northwestern Bosnia.

The Bosnian leader dismissed sug-
gestions that the Western nations™
might end up having to deploy 100,000 -
troops, saying that his military experts
had estimated that a force of 10,000

ground troops supported by helicopters
would be sufficient. ‘

But he also said that if his Govern- ' *
ment had been asked, it would have'
told the Western powers that the re-’' ***
gions they apparently proposed to help,- - -
were only a part of those where civil-
ians were in a state of extreme dlstresJ- -
because of the fighting. =

Although the United States move to
obtain a new Security Council resolu-
tion was announced by Mr. Bush last
week, Mr. lzetbegovic said that there
had so far been ‘‘no consultation’’ with
his Government by the United States or
its allies, or by the United Nations,
about the needs that an expanded relief.

By CHUCK SUDETIC
Special to The New York Times

BANJA LUKA, Bosnia and Herzego- | impede relief convoys and will open
vina, Aug. 11 — The leader of Bosnia’s | detention camps for inspection. But it
Serbs said today that his forces would | also said there was no need for military
accept deployment of a neutral inter- | intervention to support convoys.

| | national force to secure relief convoys Pledges No Problems

ions. ke of
f%,:;?.;g:;?aﬁs gg:se?lﬂtenhcis?(:,et:e Gen. Milan Gvero, gsslstant to the
1 | deployment turned out to be a prelude Serbian Republic’s military command-
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Krupa, then by taking Bihac, a city of
nearly 300,000 that is the last Muslim
stronghold in the northwestern corner
of Bosnia.

Last month, the United Nations
helped 9,000 Muslims and Croats leave
the same region for neighboring Cro-
atia. More than 5,000 later received
visas to Germany, with the rest re-
maining in Croatia.

Many said in interviews that they
were allowed to leave only after sign-
ing a document saying they had volun-
tarily relinquished their property and
goods in Bosnia. The refugees said they
had been coerced, often at gunpoint,
into making these agreements.

With more than 600,000 refugees
from last year’s was in Croatia and this
year’s war in Bosnia, Croatia has said
it cannot absorb any more. Nonethe-
less, Croatian officials have signaled
the United Nations that they will not
turn away this new flow of 20,000 Mus-
lims.

Mr. Land, of the United Nations, said
officials were weighing the latest re-
quests. “We're trying to avoid doing
anything that would precipitate their
movement,” he said, reluctant to act in
any way as a facilitator of “ethnic
cleansing.”

“It’s an ethical, moral and political
dilemma,” he said. ‘' You're damned if
you do and you're damned if you
don't.”
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Serbs Back a U.N. Relief Force,
> But Warn Against Foreign Army

BANJA LUKA, Bosnia and Herzego-
vina, Aug. 11 — The leader of Bosnia’s
Serbs said today that his forces would
accept deployment of a neutral inter-
national force to secure relief convoys
to wartorn regions. But he spoke of
“unpredictable consequences” if the
deployment turned out to be a prelude
to full-scale anti-Serbian intervention.
“Military intervention can take
place if it is under a United Nations
flag and limited to humanitarian Is-
sues,”” President Radovan Karadzic,
the president of the self-declared Serbi-
an republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
said in an interview here today. ‘“We
could even support this. Our people
trust the United Nations forces.”

But Mr. Karadzic added: ‘“The pres-
ence here of any foreign army could
trigger an uncontrolled process with
unpredictable consequences. That isn’t
a warning. It is a statement of our
fears.”

Pressure Is Growing

Mr. Karadzic’'s remarks were
among a number of gestures made by
the Serbs today as they have come
under growing international pressure
to halt the fighting and abuses attribut-
ed to them in this former Yugoslav
republic. The Security Council on
Wednesday is expected to approve a
measure that would authorize the use
of force to safeguard relief supplies
sent to the republic.

Serbian troops promised today to
allow mothers and children to leave
Sarajevo, the besieged Bosnian capital.
And the parliament of the Serbian re-
public here adopted a resolution to-
night pledging cooperation with the
United Nations. But in a sign that Serbs
are intensifying their campaign of eth-
nic cleansing, the United Nations said
about 20,000 Muslims have asked for
safe passage out of northwest Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

While Mr. Karadzic is acknowledged
as the political leader of Bosnia’s
Serbs, the extent of his control over
Serbian forces throughout the republic
is open to question. In response to
reports of atrocities at Serbian-run de-
tention camps, Mr. Karadzic in recent
days has pledged free access to the
camps for journalists and others, but
guards at the camps have sharply re-
stricted any such visits.

A statement adopted by the self-
declared Serbian parliament here
promised that Serbs, who have cap-
tured two-thirds of Bosnia, will not

By CHUCK SUDETIC
Special o The New York Times

impede relief convoys and will open
detention camps for inspection. But it
also said there was no need for military
intervention to support convoys.

Pledges No Problems

Gen. Milan Gvero, assistant to the
Serbian Republic’s military command-
er, said the Serbian army of Bosnia and
Herzegovina would cause no problems
for the transport of relief aid.

*“There is a real danger that a large
international force deployed to protect
humanitarian aid could be easily mis-
used,” the general said. *“This would be
a great deception of the people who
sent these forces, people who favor
humanitarian help but oppose inter-
vention to force a political solution.”

General Gvero charged that the Cro-
atian and ethnically mixed forces fight-
ing the Serbs have opened fire on inter-
national aid convoys as well as United
Nations peacekeeping forces in Saraje-
vo in an attempt to put blame on the
Serbs and win international sympathy.

*“Military support for humanitarian-
aid deliveries could nurture hopes in
the Muslim Slavs and Croats of all-out
military intervention and lead them to
conclude that the conflict can be won
by force,” he said. “This would be a
huge mistake. The Serbian people and
army would have no choice in the case
of such military intervention. They
would have to fight to the end.”

‘Ready for Them’

Today’s Banja Luka newspaper
mentioned the draft Security Council
resolution at the bottom of its last page
in a two-paragraph story.

“We'll be ready for them if it comes
to intervention,” said Milos Lero, a
parliamentary deputy from Bileca. ‘]
don't believe the United Nations will do
anything that stupid. It would be a
catastrophe. They would be defeated,
just as every foreign power who ever
came here was defeated.”

“I believe there will be a massive
strike from the air,” said a local news-
paper reporter. ‘“Then God help those
unlucky enough to be left around.”
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</ Bosnia Is E’veryone 5 Responszbzlzty

Some 1.8 million citizens of Bosnia-
Hercegovina have been forced from
their homes. For the most part, their
whereabouts are unknown. Forty-five
percent are children: That's 810,000
children; 38 percent are elderly:
That's 684,000 elderly; 25 percent
are adults, mostly women: That’s
450,000 adults, mostly women.

When the world learned of the
Auschwitz camp, people said, “Never
again. But we did not know.”

It is happening again. And with all
the news service and TV coverage,
we do know,

What excuse will we offer when the
full uncovering of this human tragedy
is put before us?

PAULETTE HONEYGOSKY
Arlington

L}

Congratulations to The Post for its
consistently fair coverage of the Bos-
nian outrage and for the tone of its
editorials, which avoid the mealy
mouthed language of bogus impartial-
ity. How appalling in comparison is
the eerie logic of Defense Secretary
Dick Cheney, who was quoted in an
Aug. 4 news story as saying, “It's
tragic, but the Balkans have been a
hotbed of conflict and turmoil and
bloodshed for centuries,”

What is happening in Bosnia is not
some Balkan squabble that the rest of
the world can snicker at, nor are all
parties guilty. Europe’s oldest and
largest Muslim community is about to
become a memory—if that. Appar-
ently, it isn’t enough for the Serbs to
drive the Bosnian Muslims out, to
torture, maim and murder them. The
Serbs are vaporizing mosques and
libraries and eradicating cultural and
religious landmarks, expunging even
the memory of this community.

Legitimate concerns can be raised
about the Bosnian Muslims’ political
conduct in both the past and the
present. But for heaven’s sake—what
organized body of people hasn’t time

ASSOCIATED PRESS

and again fallen short of its own
ideals? The cult of endless, bleak re-
venge on “Turks” (Muslims) by a few
groups of ex-communists and Balkan
Christians is unjustified,

Grieve not for the American Serbs
who protest in front of The Post.
Instead, ask them how they intend to
live with the burden of what is bemg'-
done in Bosnia in their name. That is
the question some rehgxous leaders in
Serbia are asking, as is the ﬂedglmg
Serbian peace movement. If honor is
to be restored to the Serbs, it must
come from these quarters—and
quickly.

Meanwhile, it looks as if the caval-
1y, if it comes, will be too late to save
the Bosnians.

Where are the Ottomans when we
really need them?

MOHAMMED ZAKARIYA
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%Away From Gu

By Peter Maass
Special to The Washington Post

OMARSKA, Bosnia—When the camp
‘guards looked in another direction, the
prisoners at the Serb-run detention camp
here broke into nervous whispers.

*There’s no doctor here,” one of them
breathed. “As soon as you get sick you are
shot.” L

A handwritten note was slipped to a
journalist. “About 500 people have been
killed here with sticks, hamimers and
knives,” the note said. “Until August 6,
there were 2,500 people. We were sleep-

s

ing on the concrete floor, eating only once
a day, in a rush, and we were beaten while
we were eating. We have been here for 75
days. Please help us. . . . Once there is no
media attention focused on us, it is not
known what will happen to us.”

Even more than recounting the abuses
they say are taking place, the Slavic Mus-
lims imprisoned here emphasized that
they believe local Serb authorities are
turning Omarska into a Potemkin village.

In the past week, they said, all but 175 of
several thousand inmates once held here
were transferred to other facilities, and the
ones left behind apparently are for show.

ards, Inmates Whisper of Abuse

One prisoner said hurriedly that the
meat in his lunch of bean soup was added
to impress the half-dozen foreign journal-
ists allowed to visit the camp. Mattresses
and blankets also are new items, added
another, who spoke as the sound of ma-
chine-gun fire rattled in the distance.

Since Thursday, Serb militia and secu-
rity forces who have taken control of two-
thirds of Bosnia in four months of factional
fighting have permitted a handful of for-
eign journalists to visit several of the doz-
ens of detention camps in which Muslim
prisoners say they have been abused and

See OMARSKA, A13, Col. 1

Carfip Revelations Spur Allied Action on Bosnian Relief

U.N. Resolution Also Seeks
Access to Detention Sites

By Trevor Rowe
Special to The Washington Post

UNITED NATIONS, Aug. 10—The United States,
Britain and France have reached agreement on a U.N.
Security Council resolution that would authorize use of
military force in Bosnia in the event Serb militia forces
oppose international deliveries of humanitarian aid to
Sarajevo, the besieged Bosnian capital, and other civil-
ian centers in the war-torn Balkan republic.

The resolution, which diplomats here said was delib-
erately vague in defining the military means to be used,
calls on the international community to “take all mea-
sures necessary ... in coordination with the United
Nations” to facilitate the delivery by humanitarian agen-
cies of relief “to Sarajevo and wherever needed in other
parts of Bosnia-Hercegovina.”

“Basically this gives authorization to the Western Eu-
ropean Union and NATO to coordinate procedures and
to provide assistance,” said a Western diplomat, refer-
ring to the two organizations grouping the United
States, Canada and Western Europe. Left unclear was
the structure and potential cost of such an ambitious
operation and the number of troops that might be
needed to enforce it.

“The numbers, the game plan, we're not aware of
such a thing,” said a senior Western official, who added
that military planning details were outside the scope of
the diplomatic effort here. One military specialist here
estimated, however, that more than 100,000 troops
might be needed to ensure the success of the mission.
Diplomats said the decision on where the aid will go—
other than Sarajevo, where the relief effort is expected
to continue by airlift and truck convoy—will be deter-
mined by world relief agencies. g

Much of the new international determination to play
a greater role in resolving the Balkan crisis stems from
recent revelations of human rights abuses at Serb-run
detention camps in Bosnia, and the draft resolution also
demands that immediate “unimpeded and continuous
access to all camps, prisons and detention centers . . .

See NATIONS, Al4, Col. 1
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Prisoners in Serb Camps Whisper of Abuse

OMARSKA, From Al

tortured. Some former inmates have told of ex-
ecutions and of brutal interrogations. No out-
side visitor has actually witnessed such abuses,
but television pictures of emaciated prisoners
and testimony by former inmates have shocked
the world. In addition, relief officials have re-
ceived reports that almost every Serb-con-
trolled village and city in Bosnia has a detention
center for non-Serbs—whether just a jail cell or
two or an entire sports stadium.

According to Serb authorities, most of
Omarska’s inmates were transferred to two
better facilities over the past week—a military
prison in Manjaca and a “refugee camp” in Trno-
polje. But many Muslims in this swath of Serb-
controlled territory in northwest Bosnia near
the Croatia border fear that some Omarska in-
mates have been shipped to still-secret camps
elsewhere, or simply executed.

Residents of the nearby town of Banja Luka
said they watched in horror as heavily guarded
bus convoys from Omarska carrying prisoners
with shaved heads passed by on their way to
Manjaca, to the south. Several of the witnesses
said they saw prisoners holding up three fin-
gers—the nationalist symbol for Serbia—ap-
parently as an act of humiliation instructed by
their ethnic Serb guards.

The Muslim-led government of Bosnia has
accused the ethnic Serbs of running nearly 100
“concentration camps” and holding about
70,000 prisoners. The Serbs accuse the ethnic
Croats and Muslims of detaining about 40,000
Serbs in camps of their own. Relief officials
treat those accusations as credible but believe
the problem is more severe in the Serb-con-
trolled territory of Bosnia.

Trnopolie. located only a few miles from
Omarska, also was opened to journalists on Sun-
day, and, surprisingly, it was possible to talk
relatively freely with some prisoners who had
just arrived from Omarska. With guards watch-
ing but out of earshot, tales of horror tumbled
out.

At least six prisoners said in interviews that
they were severely beaten at Omarska and saw
executions and piles of dead bodies. One pris-
oner said that almost every day he saw about 10
to 15 fresh corpses lying in a field where a truck
would eventually pick them up.

The prisoners said many Omarska inmates
were held in an open mining pit that had no toi-
lets or protection from the daytime sun and
evening chill. One Muslim—frail and with a
shaved head—said he was held in the pit for 72
days and able to wash just once.

“It was horrible,” said an 18-year-old youth,
running his hands along his torso, where his

skin was stretched like a transparent scarf over
his ribs and shoulder bones.

The youth said his first beating took place on
the evening he arrived at Omarska. In an inter-
rogation room, he said, he was forced to kneel
on the ground and place his hands on the
walls-——and then was pummeled with kicks to
his kidneys and rifle-butt blows to the rest of his
body.

“For beatings, they used hands, bars, whips,
belts, anything,” he said. “A normal person can-
not imagine the methods they used. It was very
difficult to survive psychologically.”

The prisoners said they were fed meager por-
tions of thin soup once a day at Omarska, and
that sometimes the water they drank came
from a polluted river. They added that the beat-
ings took place irregularly, though the guards
had a preference for coming at midnight. And
certain moments did provide a respite from the
beatings.

“I am sorry to say that it was good when new
people came,” sighed the youth. “The guards
beat them instead of us.”

When Trnopolje guards were not looking,
several inmates brought me into the room in a
filthy school building where they sleep,
crammed next to each other like sardines. Ly-
ing on the floor were two men, both with
wounds allegedly suffered during beatings at
Omarska.

The fetid bandage made from tissue paper on
one man’s limb was peeled off to show a soft-
ball-size hole. There was no skin—just crushed
bone and infected tissue. The detainees said the
Trmopolje guards have not given them antibi-
otics or disinfectants, and the man’s wound is
festering.

The other man lay motionless on the ground.
His lips, nose and eyes were severely bruised
and swollen, and there were numerous gashes
on his face. He could not speak, and he could
barely blink. He looked like a battered corpse.

The Muslim prisoners who spoke out would
not give their names. Some voluntarily ap-
proached the journalists, but their worried ex-
pressions sent a message that they feared pun-
ishment for their actions.

A police official filmed the interviews from a
distance while guards looked on and, from time
to time, approached the inmates, ending the
interviews. A photographer in military fatigues
took pictures.

At one point, a prisoner pulled off his shirt to
show me about a dozen small, fresh scars on his
chest. The scars were thin and straight, as
though the skin had been slashed with a razor
blade. Suddenly, before the prisoner had time to
?xplain the scars, a look of horror came over his

ace.

A guard was standing behind me. The inter-
view ended.

Trnopolje is described by the Serbs who run
it as a refugee camp from which anybody, in-
cluding the former Omarska prisoners, can
leave if they wish. There is no barbed wire
around the camp, which consists of a few school
buildings, a large yard with open latrines and
several thousand unwashed and haggard people,
mostly men.

But the detainees do not feel free. They say
they cannot leave—that walking away is aca-
demic because the surrounding region is heavily
militarized.

Omarska is different. It is located inside a
sprawling mining center and consists of a two-
story building in which the remaining 175 pris-
oners sleep, eat and are interrogated. It is
heavily patrolled by well-armed guards in mil-
itary, police and civilian clothes.

Paradoxically, the journalists’ visit to the sup-
posedly improved camp at Omarska seemed to
terrify some prisoners. With guards listening,
the inmates appeared unable to speak freely,
except in a few stolen moments. When asked
questions, they looked fearful and hung their
heads low.

One Muslim, lying with a fever on a mattress,
almost broke into tears when a television re-
porter asked whether there had been beatings.
Guards were standing behind the cameraman
two feet away. The prisoner managed to say no
and breathed a visible sigh of relief when the
camera was turned off.

Manjaca, the new home for about half of
those transferred from Omarska, also was vis-
ited by journalists Saturday on a tightly es-
corted tour. They were shown animal stables
crammed with several thousand men whom the
Manjaca commandant said were Muslim and
Croat soldiers captured while fighting against
Serbs.

The tour of Omarska and Trnopolje was con-
ducted by Simo Drljaca, who controls the camps
and is the police chief of Prijedor, the nearest
town. Drljaca flatly denied the charges of mis-
treatment, torture and executions.

“Interrogation is being done the same way as
it is done in America and England,” he said.
Asked about the skeletal state of many at
Omarska, he said that they were not underfed
and do not even look underfed. “They are not
skeletons,” he boasted.

A burly Omarska guard, who had a pistol and
a bowie knife strapped to his waist and an AK-
47 assault rifle slung over his shoulder, smiled
when asked about the alleged torture. “Why
would we want to beat them?” he said.

THE WASHINGTON PO




- Allies Agreg on Military Force for Bosnian Relief

NATIONS, From Al

[be granted] to the [Red Cross] and
other relevant humanitarian organ-
izations and that all detainees there-
in receive humane treatment, in-
cluding adequate food, shelter and
medical care.”

In a parallel effort, the United
States, Britain and France agreed on
a separate draft resolution that
would punish all combatants guilty of
war crimes in the continuing Balkan
fighting. This document calls upon all
nations and humanitaraian organiza-
tions “to collate substantiated infor-
mation in their possession . . . relat-
ing to violations of international law,
including grave breaches of the Ge-
neva Convention” and to make this
information available to the Security
Council.”

Some diplomats here said both
resolutions were a direct result of
political pressure generated around
the world by television and newspa-
per images of starving Bosnian Mus-
lims in Serb detention camps.
“There’s a tremendous head of
steam out there,” said one Western
official.

A vote on the resolutions is sched-
uled for Wednesday, and some dip-
lomats here said they hope it will
provide such a firm demonstration of
U.N. resolve on the issue that the ac-

tual deployment of troops may not be
necessary.

Agreement on the use-of-force
resolution followed what diplomatic
and political sources described as dif-
ficult weekend negotiations among
the three allies before the U.S. view
ultimately prevailed. Diplomats here
said France and Britain had favored
language calling for a build-up of the
U.N. peace-keeping force in Croatia,
where a 14,000-member contingent
is enforcing a truce in a bloody Serb-
Croat war that left more than 10,000
dead last year and about a quarter of
Croatia in the hands of Serb insur-
gents.

That force, which is under direct
U.N. command, also provides the
support personnel for the five-week-
old international airlift to 300,000
hungry civilians in Sarajevo who
have been besieged there for four
months by encircling Serb forces.

US. negotiators supported a
scaled-down Persian Gulf War-style
operation in which the U.N. sanc-
tioned use of force but left control of
the troops to the member nations
most directly involved in the military
effort.

Some Bush administration officials
had complained that the disagree-
ment had less to with specific lan-
guage in the resolution than with a
general British “effort to stall® be-
cause of London’s “very extreme re-

luctance” to commit ground forces of
their own and expose them as tar-
gets of retaliatory attacks by Serb
militiamen or provocateurs among
Bosnia's Slavic Muslim-led defense
forces.

For the moment, U.N. Secretary
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali has
not indicated whether he intends to
retain U.N. troops in Sarajevo, but
Western diplomats here said the
United States, Britain and France
“attach great importance to their
staying in place at the airport.”

An indication of Boutros-Ghali’s
reluctance to expose U.N. troops to
attacks by the warring sides in Bos-
nia was reflected in his opposition
last week to a French proposal that
the U.N. Balkan mission be strength-
ened. According to one official, Bou-
tros-Ghali initially favored a U.S.
proposal that “enabled him to wash
his hands of Bosnia” and to pull out
all U.N. forces in favor of a multilat-
eral international coalition,

The force resolution was
presented Monday afternoon to Rus-
sia and China—the other two per-
manent members of the Security
Council—in hopes of elicting their
support, diplomats said. Russia was
said to back the document, while Chi-
na appeared likely to abstain.

Bosnia’s ambassador here, Mu-
hamed Sacirbey, criticized the res-
olution, saying it only addresses the

“symptoms” and not the “iliness” of
the factional warfare in his home-
land, which he said was the Serb
forces’ campaign of expelling all non-
Serbs from lands they control—the
notorious “ethnic cleansing.”

He predicted that the campaign to
bring humanitarian relief would only
“exacerbate” the situation and em-
bolden Serb militiamen to greater
abuses. “Cynically, I think one could
say the civilian population of Bosnia-
Hercegovina, under the present an-
ticipated resolution, is being fattened
up before the slaughter,” Sacirbey
said.

In Sarajevo, meanwhile, local of-
ficials warned that the city is running
out of bread, its main food during the
Serb siege, and called on Western
leaders to speed their efforts to es-
tablish a protected land supply route
to the city from neighboring Croatia.

The Reuter news agency reported
that the sole operating bakery in the
Bosnian capital has only enough flour
for two more weeks of bread. “This
is a matter of life and death,” Sara-
jevo Mayor Muhamed Kresevljakovic
said. “Our main food for the past four
months has been bread, but the flour
is ended. We don't have any more.”

Staff writer Ann Devroy in
Kennebunkport, Maine, and
corvespondent Eugene Robinson in
London contributed to this story.

Bosnian Ambassador Muhamed Sacirbey criticized the use-of-force resolution.
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War-, Famine-Stricken Somalia

Is Called a ‘Land of the Dead’

SOMALIA, From A}

or purchase large quantities of so-
phisticated weaponry, which added
a deadly modern dimension to their

transit camp of tents that has been
erected on Merca’s outskirts.
Those with more strength make
their way to one of the Red Cross’s
emergency feeding centers in the

the impression that the relief agen-
cies have the situation under con-
trol. But a brief visit to Merca illus-
trates how the reality of this disas-
ter is iust the onnnsite—the volun.

SOMALIA’S WARRING CLANS ’

THE PEOPLE: Somalis are a
homogenous people, sharinf a
common language, religion (Sunni
Muslim) and culture. Yet fierce
rivalries among family-based clans
and sub-clans have plunged the
country into anarchy.

THE POWERFUL: The Hawiya clan
dominates much of the central and
southern regions, including the
capital, Mogadishu. In the north, the
Isaaks are the dominant clan. The
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ing Serbia—rouunely reter w0 pos-
pian Muslims as fundamentalists
who, if given their way, would turn
this war-torn former Yugoslav re-
public into an Iranian-style theoc-
racy. All women, including Serb
Orthodox Christians, would be
forced to wear chadors, the head-
to-toe black dress of Islamic funda-
mentalism.

Radio flashes warn that Bosnia’s
Muslim president, Alija Izetbegovic,
has organized a jihad, or holy war,
against the Serbs. A film that Serb
militia commanders like to show
foreign journalists refers to Muslim
combatants as Izetbegovic's “holy
followers.”

hion's share., Mushims made up 44
percent, Croats 16 percent.

Serb officials have protested
Western charges that the war
amounts to an attempt to grab land
from Bosnia’s Muslims and Croats
and create a “Greater Serbia” incor-
porating huge swaths of Bosnia and
Serb-held Croatia. They profess
surprise at the failure of Western
Europe to “appreciate” their effort
to stop Muslim fundamentalism
from gaining a foothold in Europe.

Serb leaders seem to have suc-
ceeded in persuading their own peo-
ple of the Islamic threat, but there
are few believers outside the
Balkans. Western diplomats and

federation, he championed a can-
tonal plan that would have given
significant local powers to each of
the three major communal groups
alr;d guaranteed minority rights to
all.

Sarajevo and other Bosnian cities
had been models of toleration until
militant local Serb leaders stirred
up fears of an Islamic power grab
that would deprive Serbs of their
ancient rights and lands. For cen-
turies before, Muslims, Serbs and
Croats had lived side by side in the
same villages and apartment build-
ings and paid respects to each other
on their respective religious holi-
days.

ana Croats—whno convertea 1o
Islam during the region’s occupa-
tion by the Ottoman Turks from the
15th century to the late 19th. The
Turks were relatively tolerant of
Orthodox Serbs who did not con-
vert, but nonetheless it was not the
best of times for non-Muslims.

“We are blond Muslims,” said Izet
Aganovic, a top official of the local
Muslim relief organization Merha-
ment. “We are part of European cul-
ture and European civilization. About
70 percent of Bosnian Muslims don’t
know anything about Islam. They
drink alcohol, they eat pork.”

Perhaps because of that, Serb ire
is largely directed at President Izet-

SERBIAN ZONES

IN BOSNIA AND CROATIA

Spiit: §an point |
for potential
overland relief
route to Sarajev

conunon IS an antipatny w0 iciue-
govic, Local Croat leaders who are
bolstering their control of large ar-
eas of southern and western Bos-
nia—most of the country is now in
the hands of Serb and Croat militia
forces—also claim that Izetbegovic
has Muslim fundamentalist designs.

Izetbegovic serves as a useful tar-
get for polemic, diplomats say, be-
cause without a clear and menacing
enemy, partition-minded politicians
would have a hard time persuading
local Serbs and Croats that they need
to wage a war to defend themselves
and their patrimony.

Justified or not, ordinary Bosnian
Serbs like Zoran Arnaut are conviced

ALIJA IZETBEGOVIC -
+ . Bosnian president reviled by Ser?

that it's time to get rid of the Mus-
lims. He says he was chased from
hometown by radical Croats but that
he still hates Muslims more. Asked
to explain why, he used one words—
jihad.

Serb Rebuffs Torture Allegations,i
Limits Visit by Foreign Journalists

PRIJEDOR, Bosnia—Are Serb
leaders in Bosnia trying to cover up
evidence of brutal prison camps?

In an effort to prove otherwise,
Prijedor Police Chief Simo Drljaca
escorted a group of foreign journal-
ists to the Keratern ceramics facto-
ry, which Bosnia’s Slavic Muslim-led
government alleges was used as a
detention and torture facility for sev-
eral thousand Muslim prisoners.

Drljaca showed the journalists a
workshop building that he said was
used only on July 24 and 25 to house
500 captured Muslim militiamen. He
laughed off allegations that thou-
sands of Muslims had been held in
factory buildings for several months
and repeatedly mistreated.

But this particular buildingshowed
no signs of recent habitation. No hu-
man grime or refuse, no lingering
smells of sweat or waste. Drljaca
said the warehouse had been cleaned
up after the prisoners were trans-
ferred, but the floor was coated with
a layer of dust that seemed far too

thick to have accumulated in two .

weeks. It seemed, in fact, that the
building had been vacant for a very
long time.

Later in the day, the journalists
were taken to a detention camp at
Trnopolje, about 15 miles away,
where several Muslim prisoners sajd
in interviews that they had been held
for two months at the ceramics fac-
tory and regularly beaten before be-
ing abruptly transferred on Aug. 6.
They said about 2,000 Muslims had
been interned there, and that some
had died. The inmates said they were
held in three storage warehouses at
the Keratern factory and had never
been near the workshop building that
was shown to journalists.

Drljaca had refused to permit an
inspection of several warehouses
about 200 yards away from the
workshop building. He said the ware-
houses were sensitive “military sites”
that, for security reasons, could not
be viewed or photographed by out-
siders. During the journalists’ visit,
no military activity was visible at the
warehouses.

— Peter Maass

"/3 /./././‘/.\‘.‘ SAY /‘/.&/‘/.‘ /‘/.

s/‘/‘/‘/‘/‘a‘ 4/‘/.‘?‘/.‘/‘/‘/‘//



Frem @ MDD PLUGC — RC SAD PHONE No. @ 414 453 128%

EXECOTVE NEWS SERVICE

. Tuc Aug 84 1992 6:39 am

Riv 8883 1589 U.5. SAYS CIVILIANS YORTURED, lﬂURDEBED AT SERB ...

U.S. SAYS CIVILIANS TORTURED, MURDERED AT SERB DETENTION CENTRES (Eds: recasts
lead, adds new details, background)
By Carol Glacomo
WASHINGTON, Aug 3, Reuter - The Unitcd States sald on Yondoy Serbian forces
have set up detention centres in which civilians have been tortured and murdcred
but that it planned wo special comsultations on the issue.
“¥e do know from our own reports, informatiom similar to the press reports,
that Serbian forces are maintaining what they call detention centres for
Croatjans and Moslems,"” spokesman Richard Boucher told reporters.
“my we do have our oun reports, similar to the reports that you’ ve seen in
the press, that there have been abuses and torture and killings taking place in
those areas."
Boucher added that Washington has “reports of Bosnians and Croatians also 4.
maintaining detention centres but we do not have simllar allegations of
mistrcatnent at those.™
He sald the United States was “deeply concerned” about the dcuelopment and
continued to condemn this process that the Serbs have called “ethnic cleansing."
But he said there were no special plans to try to make an issue of the
detentions, such as calling a meeting of the U.N. Securlty Council.
“I‘m not aware of any specific round of consultations on thesc reports. I'm
surc that when we discuss this issue with allies that anything that’'s inportant
like this would be discussed. But I'm not aware of any specific consultations
with some specific goal,” Boucher said.
He came under repeated tough questioning about U.S. policy touwards the
foreer fugoslavia at the briefing, telling reporters at one point:
*Mc’re opposed to the fighting, we’re opposed to the detention of immocewt
people, we’'re opposed to the forcible expulsion of people from their homes, and
we think it cught to stop and people ought to be able to go home and live in

. How much more sinply can [ say it?7
U.S. policy on the crisis In the former fugoslavia has been uneven
ref lecting Washington's ambivalence towards becoming mired in what scnior
officials say is a quagmire.
At times, with Secretary of State James Baker leading the charge, the
administration has spoken out forcefully and pushed to inposc ccomromic sanctions
on Serbia, blamed for most of the aggression, and its ally Hontencgro.
The United States, with its Western allies, has worked to get Jumanitarian
relief to civilians but has ruled out involvement in the political conflict
except through support of a U.N. negotiation effart that so far has failed.
Now, as detalils about detention camps are emerging. Baker is on holiday and
the administration is more concerned about President George Bush's plunge in
public opinion polls and chances for re-election.
Mew York Newsday, quoting tuo released prisoners, reported on Sunday that
Serbs who control northern Bosnia have established two concentration comps In f_L
which thousands of civilians have been slaughtered, starved or imprisoned.
The daily newspaper said it had not been able to get into the camps to
verify the witnesses’ accounts.
International human rights agencies have feared a systematic slaughter of
ethnic Moslems and Croats but no fnternational agency, including the Red Cross,
has gained access to the two camps, in Dmarska and Brcko in northern o
Bosnia-Herzegovina. )
Boucher said the United States supported the Red Cross effort to gain access
to the camps.
One witness, identified by Neusday only as a 63-year-old contractor nm_ned
Meha. sald more than 1,808 Moslem and Croat civilians were being hel(!_ln.letll

o
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c;g;:s withoul sanitation, adequate food or access to the outside worla at
Omarska, a former mining complex.
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REPORT “ RED CcRESS SAYS ALL

SIDES UOLATE QLEUTS W) YudlsstAl
CANELLICT “
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RTw BB.,83 14935 JEWISH GROUP URGES HALT I0 ABUSES AT YUGOSLAU CAMPS

JERUSALEM, Aug 3, Reuter - Heads of Israel’s main Holocaust memorial centre

on Monday urged a halt to reported atrocities at detention camps in the former
Yugoslavia.

Pirectors of Yad Uashem, a muscum and documentation centre for the six

million Jews murdered in Uorld War Two, most of them in comcentration camps,
urged Serbs, Croats and Moslems to end their confllct.

“The Jewish people have known much suffering with millions of our people
murdered during the Holocaust., therefore wo one is as sensitive as us to acts of
murder and atrocities against innocent people,” they said in a statement carried
by the Itim news agency.

The International Committee of the Red Cross said on Monday all sides in
Yugoslavia were violating human rights in their treatment of civillans, and the
United States said it had confirmed reports that Serbian forces had set up
detention centres where Bosnian and Croatlian civilians were tortured and
murdered.

REUTER SES TG

RTw BB/83 1148 RED CROSS SAYS ALL SIDES VIOLATE RIGHTS IN ...

RED CROSS SAYS ALL SIDES UIOLATE RIGHTS IN YUGOSLAY CONFLICT
By Dobert Evans ROBERT EVAN

GENEVA, fug 3, Remter — The International Committee of the Red Cross C(ICROC)
said on Monday all sides in the Yugoslav conflict were violating huwman rights
and humanitarian Jas In their treatment of civilians from other ethnic groups.
Aind relief agency sources In Gencva with access to reliable information om
the situation in and around Bosnia said what were in effect concentration camps
faor civilians had been set up by the Croat-Moslem alllance as well as by the
Serbs.
“Very serious violatlons of internationally-recognised humanitarian law and
practice an the treatment of clvilians in military conflicts are being
perpetrated by all Elrir_tics.“ ICRC spokesman Pierre Gauthier told Reuters.
Gauthier said tcoms Trom the Suiss-run ICRC, set up in 1863 as a neutral
internediary to protect victims of war, had visited detention centres on both
gides of the military divide and found women, children and old people held in
then.
Discussion of such centres, umknown in Europe simce World dar Two, came to
the fore at the weekend amid press reports alleging that Serbs who control
northern Bosnia had set up two Nazi-style concentration camps.
A Catholic aid worker in the north Bosnian town of Banja Luka told a Reuter
correspondent at the weekend that “terrible, terrible things" were happening in
some Serb-run camps. "People are staruving and being killed,” the worker added.
And released prisoners from two of the camps told New York Newsday clvilians
were held In netal cages with inadequate food and that there were daily
executlons by firing squad or throat-slitting.
Gouthier said ICRC workers, present in several parts of Bosnia and across
the former Yugoslavia, had visited a total of elght detention centres and had
access to over 4,808 prisoners held by all rties in the fighting.
But he said there were many places where ordinary people — Serbs, Croats
and Slav Moslems — uere being held that remained closed to ICRC teams, who
inspect conditions and deliver food parcels and messages from relatives.
The ICRC was kecping up pressure to gain access to these centres, he added.
fnd on Monday the Seiss government called on combattants in Bosnia to open then
up to the humanitarian body.
In o weckend statement the ICRC, which usually works through back-stage

ure, said all the authorities involved "h{-equewtly fall to provide conplete
information concerni sons they are detain ng."
The Geneva-based bod;gsm thot, after a year nl_“ﬂg.htlng a‘md public amd
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private appeals, it now acknowledged that humanltarian vloiarivs vy vis poer > oos
“wave reached such a point that they have become common practice.” 1
One relief agency source familiar with the situation on the ground in and |
around Bosnla, where an estimated 8,009 people have died in fighting this year,

caid atrncity acrusations were widely used bn all sides as an EXCuse for similar
m——————_T " 04 '
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“Everyone is saying the other side is mistreating prisoners to justify wvhat :]

they do," this source said.

And a United Nations official with close knowledge of the conflict

commented: “People think it is just the Serbs but that is not the case.

“Serb civilians who have fled, or been forced to flee, Croat and Moslem-held

areas also give convincing accounts of mistrcatment.

"Ihe fact that the Serbs are better-armed and hold much more territory

certainly makes the size of the problen greater where they are in control. The

Serb militias are certainly ferocious but the Croat militias are mo angels

Tither.” o -
official asked not to be named.

In a speech last week to a U.N. conference in Gencva on the Yugoslaw

humanitarian crisis, which has already produced nearly 2.5 nillion refugees.

ICRC chief Cormelio Sommaruga made clear he saw the "ethnic cleansing' sueeping

the region as being practised by all sides. _ 0

Whole populations, he said, “are being terrorised, minorities intimidated

and harassed, civilians fnterned on a masslve scale, and hostages taken, while

torture, deportations and summary executions are rife.”

Such practices, he said, vare the attributes of all the parties involved."
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.\/Reborn Refugee
Something, Someone

Waits For
To ‘Cry Out’

Reprinted from El Paso Herald-Post,
— Thursday, July 30, 1992 —

By Peter Brock

* Father Dragoljub and 1 are
at war.

Not with each other, though
we'll both admit to being
unlikely alhes even bizarre co-
combatants.
~ We've only “met” by
telephone and throughsharing
some of our writings. But we
arc immersed in desperate
conflict with the kind of war
‘we both thought would never
be waged again — €veT.

We are strung out along @

-geographically displaced front
that has no rivers or mountain
ranges, no naturally fortified
barriers. But we venturc daily.
sometimes hourly, onto the
battlefields of, as he puts i,
“reason, facts, truth, justice.”
' Qur equally desperate
enemies are slothful indiffer-
ence. public ignorance, willful
bias and negligence in the
American media monolith, the
monstrous belligerence of the
‘American presidency, and the
cruel and passive hostility
(rom human beings, so-calied,
in their little niches of
paranoid and myopic
authority who politely
manipulate for silence:

“But, you don't have any
blood relatives over there, do
you? ... What's it gottodo with
life here? ... After ali, nobody
js really interested in all this ...
People arc tired of your
personal hang-up about it all
“ It doesn't mattere 10
anybody here ... Write about
-something else.”

Everyone is frantic to avoid
being reminded that — like
Vietnam and Grenade,
Panama, Nicaragua and all
the other little wars of despotic
imperialism — Yugosiavia is
everyone's war. Yugosiavia &
everyone's horrific nightmare.
The killings by and of
uniformed antagonists are a
desecration against all. The
genocidal atrocities loosed
upon helpless civilians and
innocent children are an
unspeakable abomination.

President Bush's political
expediency in choosing sides
— the side of Croatia, as it
happened — is the fatal choice
of a wrong side because this is
not a simple conflict that
invélves choosing any side. All
sides must be chosen. T

But what Bush has not
achieved with sanctions
against lraq he is determined
to prove through the
repetition of sanctionable
atrocities against helpless
Serbian civilians and innocent
Serbian children. What is not

tolerated by the U.S.
Constitution — domestic
religious favoritism of

Catholic Christianity over
Orthodox Christianity — 1is
being promoted in the ugly
reality of U.S. foreign policy
for Catholic Croatia againsi
Orthodox Serbia.

Granted the tragedy of
700.000 Croatian and Bosnian
refugees, - gratefully being
attended now with $62 million
per month from the United
Nations. But what of the
400,000 refugees in Serbia who
get nothing from the U.N.

which. in 1ts 7eal to imitate the
White Housc. decrees
Croatian and Bosnian
refugees are worthy o
blankets., clothing. food.
medicine and consolation?
Serbian refugees arc worthy of
cold. rags. hunger. disease.
international sanclions.

reproach and onh cmpty
echoes of reason. facts. truth
and justice.

The Very Reverend Father
Dragoljub (pronounced
“DRA-gol-yoab™) Malich, of
Monroeville, Pa.. 1s chairman
of the Church Relief
Commuttee of the Serbian
Orthodox Church’s Diocese of
Eastern America. He has
applauded and encouraged the
relief efforts for Croatian and
Bosnian refugees.

But he and others have been
devastated by such celebrated
humanitarian organizationsas
Ameri-Cares and Red Cross
International, who've
provided only deception.
delays, avoidance and
eventual refusals to assist in
relieving the suffering of
humans who happen to be
Serbs.

On June 20, Malich was
notified that the two 40-foot
shipping containers with
medical supplies could not
leave the U.S. for Serbia.
Other supplies sit in
warehouses.

“People are using rules,
regulations and policies to find
ways to refuse us,” said
Malich, who 31 years ago
walked through the hills of
Western Bosnia and com-
munist Yugoslavia, Crossing
into ltaly on a chilly
November day.

A Serb, he was born in
Banja Luka, Bosnia, and was
educated in Belgrade.

Only after the most
protonged agonizings —
recounted and resolved over
and over as he trudged across
fields, down roads and
between fitful moments of
sleep while alone at night in
the woods — he convinced
himself that he would leave
behind forever a deranged
government millieu, a
heartless society, an inhumane
system.

Today, governments,
societies and systems are blind
and deaf to reason, facts, truth
and justice — when it comesto
what is officially unacknow-
ledged as the survival of
Serbia.

“] am waiting for something
o someone to cry out,” says
Malich.

A refugee himself three
decades ago, he thought to
find utmost truth and justice n
the pre-cminent nation of
refugees.

Now, ironically reborn as a
refugee again, he and 2 few
others can only cry out across
the distance and against the
silence.

Peter Brock is politics editor
for the herald-Post and
recenily revisited the former
Yugoslav republics.

‘More Heavy Shelling In Bosnia
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Concentration Camps For Serbs In Bo
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erbs.
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about 600
about

he village of Rascani): All

the Serbs in the village are under siege, withoutany food.

supply or medical care.
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700 Serbs.
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Muslims ‘Slaughter

United Nations officials and
senior Western military
officers believe some of the
worst recent killings in
Sarajevo, including the
massacre of at least 16 people
in a bread queue, Were the
work of the city’s mainly-
Muslim defenders — not Serb
besiegers — as 3 propaganda
ploy to win world sympathy
and trigger military interven-
tion.

The view has been expressed
in confidential reports
circulating at UN head-
quarters in New York, and in
classified briefings to U.S.
policymakers in Washington.
All suggest that Sarajevo’s
defenders, mainly Muslims
but including
number of Serb residents,
staged several attacks on their
own people in the hope of
dramatising the city’s plight in
the face of insuperable Serbian
odds.

They stress, however, that
these attacks, though bloody.
were a liny minority among
regular city bombardments by
Serbian forces.

The reports recite alitany of
gruesome events, from the
homhing of 4 bread qucuc on
May 27 which killed at least 16
people. to the August 4
explosion at a cemetery while
two orphans were being buried
in ecarly August and a

Croats and @

The

BOSNIA BREAD QUEUE M
WAS PROPAGANDA PLOY

Reprinted from The Independent — Satu

“choreographed” mortar salvo
30 seconds after Douglas
Hurd entered a building for a
meeting Wwith the Bosnian
President, Alija [zetbegovic,
on July 17. The mortar attack,
which the Foreign Secretary
played down by saying, it
wasn't as bad as the No. 10
bang,™ killed or wounded 10
bystanders. A Bosnian guard
of honor toi M Hurd’s
security, however, had already
taken cover.

UN officials believe the
bullet which killed U.S. TV
producer David Kapian near
Sarajevo airport on August 13
was unlikely to have been fired
by a sniper from distant
Serbian positions.

“That would have been
impossible.” one UN military
officer said. “That shot came
in horizontal 10 the ground.
Somebody was down al
ground level.” UN officials
also say a Ukrainian soldier.
shot in the head and heart at
Sarajevo's Marshal Tito
barracks on Thursday, was
killed by “small arms fire™ —
by implication the Bosnians.

The officials were anxious
to point out that they were not
trying (o0 exonerate the
Serbian side that has been
besieging Sarajevo for
months, killing unknown
numbers of Muslim, Croat
and Serb residents, as well as
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Bosnian

Bosnian Serb leaders
admitted for the first time
yesterday that their forces
have been engaged in “cthnic
: o mAd meamicad 1o

Serbs Pledge

Reprinted from The Independes
By Marcus Ta

of the population who wish to
leave an area of high tenston.”™
But the Bosnian Serb chief did
go on to denounce as invalid
‘he widesnread practice
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merely becauss he was & Musliny.

[on camern] The SBerbs say as bad as conditionas are
in their detention centars, {hay'rs much worse In Mus
liss eamps. 'ﬂuyshamdu:-vidootapebogrillyto
show on tefevisfon of axecutions and mytilated eorpaes,
atrocitiss they allege were pommitted by the Muslims,

fvoice-oyer] POW's on all mides in Yugoslavia's eivil
war atil] faco & precariout future. Hat TURS 60 deep
bere na ane s immune from vendettar ance the irtorns.

X

<, tiona] epotlight fades.

Walter Rodgers, ABC News, Omareka ¢amp, Boanla.
BAWYER: We'll be back in a moment.
{Commercial break)
BAWYER: In Kuwait, a U.8. helicopter erashed during
military exerciaes today, killng its two-man crew, The
eause of the crash is under investigation,. The Navy gays
the helicopter was unarmed and it was oonducting a
routine tralning Right.

In Irug, & new team of UN. weapons ispectors etarted
their mission today with a wurprice inspection at a site
they are still keeping seerst. They managed to perfory
their first day of work without incident.

And on the eve of Isrmeli Prime Minlster Yitzhak
Hahin's crucial fivet visit w Washington, Jewish settlers
apenly defisd Rsbin's freere on new construction in the oo
cupied territories,

Mare from ABC's Dean Reynalda.

DEAN REYNOLDS, ARC News: {voleestoer] Jewish

wottlets were sttampting — nneyecessfully, as i turned

out — £ arect 4 new naighbarhood in the corupisd West

Bank todsy and to embarrass Prima Minister Rabin.

While the settlors are angry over Rabin decision to

limit Jowith building in the disputed territories, the

new Igrasli governmoent knows the movo will please the

WbﬁaHommditMﬂnanypathwforbﬂ-

Lons of dollars in American loan guaraptees to halp

resetile immigrants from the former Saviet Unien.

The settlers are 2l anxious about Rabin's Intantion
o give Palegtinions self-rule. The plan, including elec-
tions in the West Rank and Gara Strip, is decigned to
re-ignite the Middle Eaat peace talks.

{an cameral And to improve the ehances for progress,
Lerasli offlcials today said they want to amend & con-
troversial law that bars all contact with the Paloetine
Liberation Organization,

YOS88I BEILIN, Deputy Foreign Minister The

madmmimtlutl‘bmybemmano&'meonb

if the government proves that it was their intention to
harm the Leraali ityterecta

REYNOLDS: [uclce-over] B has been obvious for a long

time that despite the risk of jail, the Palestinian

delegates for the peace talks Jmve been taking their o

ders from PLO chairman Yasir Arafat. Officia) ack-

nowlsdgement of this fact by Jerusalem would be anoth.
z{ww signal to Izrsell hardliners that the times here have

Dean Reynolds, ABC News. Tel Avtv,
&mrnammmt.howmrwﬂyumm’tm
shond I8 fighting baek.

13282 Journal
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[Commercial break]

hmdlBoOtDndxydockmrrepain. Two days ago, the
lugury lner kit an underwater ledge, ripping a 74-foe
gash in its bull,

Economic news now. This week, the government will
release the consumer price index for July. The good newy
Jnmnsuwpriceumnuemmdmpupmeh. The
bad news is that's because peogple can't pay the poie of &
lot of things, whether the prise goce up or net,

8hailah Kaat looks at how oge family is coping.

SHEILAR KAST, ABC Newa: {voice-over] A firefighter

fwwyum,!mnie'hylorhunachedhhpoftho

salary range in Mootgomery County, Maryland 8o

when he's not cllmhing fire ladders, he's reaching for

mare income with his ewn buxiness as 8 home Inprove-
ment consractor. He makss only about half ey mach
ﬂlﬂ'b“llbiﬁn'l the recemsion. Pinding customary is

LONNIE TAYLOR: Jobs are gelting swycer. Profits
are guing down. lt's competitive. It's very tough sut
thezs.

EAST: fvoice-over] That kind of pressure 18 ODE resssn
émnomists expect the government’s July report to show
the wame small price increases that have kept inflation
around three percent for the past 12 manths.
MICHAEL EVANS, Economist: Well, thore's a 1ot of
businesses and there's g Jot of wage earners who are
disaatisfled with what they're getting now. But they
realize that ln 4 reesasionary envirohment you ean't
raise prites or you're goihg o Jose salas.

EAST: {volce-over] Raising three children m x home
that Lotinie bult, the Taylors facts more opn dudgeting
from paycheck ts paycheck than on the fact that many
KAREN TAYLOR: ! meag, it's good if the inflation
rate isn't high. But I think it's expensive anough to Live
with even with the way it is,

EABT: [voite-over] So, steady infiation has not changed
the way Kaven Taylor shops for ber family, She still
makes chuices carefully, pays attention 1o toupons and
wajts for sales to hold the costs down.

Sheilah Kast, ABC Nows, Dunkirk, Maryland.
MWB&MM&MWMM#-M
news. What's cooking tonight, Ray?

BAYGANDOL!‘,ABCMWen,FoMm
Olympics bave ended and we'll have the final account-
ing and Dick Schaasp's reflections on two weeks of the
glory and the pain,
{Clommercial bregh)
SAWYER: It's been two good weeks in Barcelona for the
Americans and certainly for the Unified team. But all good
things muet come to an end. Ray Gandolf in sparta has

besn watching all of it.
Ray?

GANDOLF: Thank you, Forreat. Well, it's all over but
the shouting fn Barcelona. On s thin final day ef com-
petition, Kwang Young Cho [ap¥) of South Xores won

—_8
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ROCITY

_ And Outrage

Specters of barbarism in Bosnia compel the U.S. and
Europe to ponder: Is it time to intervene?

By J.F.0. MCALLISTER WASHINGTON

HE SHOCK OF RECOGNITION IS
acute. Skeletal figures behind
barbed wire. Murdered babies in a
bus. Twe and a half million people
driven from their homes in an
orgy of “ethnic cleansing.” Deten-
tion camps, maybe even concentration
camps. Surely these pictures and stories
come from another time—the Dark Ages,
the Thirty Years’ War, Hitler’s heyday.
Psychic defenses struggle to minimize, to
deny, to forget. Not here; not now. Europe-
ans were supposed to have learned from
the last terrible war on their soil not to
murder their neighbors. Educated people,
on the verge of the 21st century, in a rela-
tively prosperous country that is a party to
multiple human-rights treaties, do not
drive innocents from their homes, shoot
orphans, build detention camps.

But the evidence, accumulating for
months, is now inescapable: like an addic-
tion, hatred is consuming the people who
used to call themselves Yugoslavs. Every
throat slit makes someone else thirst for
blood. “They killed my husband and son,”
says a tearful Bosnian refugee. “They
burned our home. But they can never rest
easy, because one day we will do the same
to them, or worse. My children will get
their revenge, or their children.” No one
anywhere can pretend any longer not to
know what barbarity has engulfed the peo-
ple of the former Yugoslavia.

The ghastly images in newspapers and
on television screens last week also con-
jured up another discomfiting memory: the
world sitting by, eager for peace at any
price, as Adolf Hitler marched into Austria,
carved up Czechoslovakia. For months,
leaders in Europe and the U.S. have heen
wringing their hands over the human trage-

=
Z
2
m
%

TIME, AUGUST 17, 1992

dy in the Balkans, yet have shied away from
facing the hard choices that any effort to
stop the killing would entail. Clearly, there
is no simple solution, diplomatic or mili-
tary. Economic sanctions, mediation and
U.N. peacekeepers have been tried without
stopping the fighting. No case for armed in-
tervention appeals to any President, Prime
Minister or people. Frustrated, Western
leaders have averted their gaze while first
Slovenia, then Croatia, now Bosnia de-
scended into chaos.

Finally last week the cruelty captured
in powerful pictures of dead children and
imprisoned adults succeeded in rousing
moral outrage. Like it or not, the world
looks to the l.S. tolead an international re-
sponse. In Washington the curious alche-
my of press coverage, public opinion and a
presidential campaign abrupfly trans-
formed the distant saga of suffering into a
political question too sharp to ignore: Is it
wise for the West—or is it required of the
West—to intervene with military force in
the Balkans? Does the new world order
that George Bush espouses encompass a
minimal moral code, starting with the
command of the Holocaust-inspired inter-
national convention on genocide to “pre-
vent and to punish” mass killings of ethnic
groups? Or is Secretary of State James
Baker right to argue that in Yugoslavia—
and by extension in other bloody ethnic
conflicts in countries not central to the im-
mediate stability of the West—"“we don’t
have a dog in that fight"*?

This is not a conflict in which civilian
casualties are a secondary consequence of
regular warfare: civilians are prime tar-
gets, and every method to terrorize, dis-
place or, if need be, kill them is part of
the arsenals on all sides. The fundamental
objective of the war is Serbian “ethnic
cleansing”—practiced by ethnic irregulars
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CIVILIANS ARE THE TARGET:
Casualties like this girl being rushed
to a Sarajevo medical center are
common as Serb miilitias use terror
and violence to “cleanse’” Bosnia of
all Croats and Muslims.
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armed and supported by the Serbian gov-
ernment of Slobodan Milosevic in Bel-
grade—oflarge swaths of Bosnian territory
to expel Muslims and Croats so that Serbs
may move in. Croats under the harshly na-
tionalist leadership of President Franjo
Tudjman have joined in to grab their share
of territory, and Bosnian Muslims, fighting
at the raw level of their rivals, are likewise
guilty of barbarism—and of inflating hor-
ror stories about the Serbs to win sympa-
thy and support. But the Serb militiamen
appear to be the worst offenders. “It is in
the Serbian interest to terrorize civilians,”
says Andreas Khol, an Austrian politician
who frequently visits Yugoslavia. “It is
part and parcel of the plan for a Greater
Serbia.” Detention camps are just a way
station before permanent expulsion.

For most refugees, the inducement to
flee is fear of imminent death. Topcagic Mu-
harem says he is the only Muslim survivor
from the village of Koritnik. On June 20, he
claims, Serb militiamen herded 57 Muslim
men, women and children into a basement
and tossed in hand grenades, then joked
that the screams of the dying sounded “just
like a mosque.” Ferid Omerovic, 37, is one
of 9,000 from the Bosnian city of Bosanski
Novi who reached a Croatian refugee camp
in a U.N. convoy. “Life turned to hell two
months ago,” he says. “All Muslims were

A Lexicon of Horrors

Newspapers screamed of death camps,
President Bush warned of Nazi-style
genacide. But these emotionally
[freighted words obscured the fact that
such phrases have precise historical
meanings, and their misuse is often an
act of propaganda. A glossary:

Nazi sites, such as
Auschwitz and Treblinka, for the
slaughter of 6 million Jews and
others in World War II. Later
outlawed by the Geneva conventions.

First used
by the British during the Boer War

for civilians imprisoned under brutal
conditions. The term later referred to
Nazi prison and slave-labor camps,
like Dachau. Similar camps were
known as gulags in the Soviet Union.
Also illegal under the Geneva
conventions.

Where civilians
are held in wartime for security
reasons. The U.S. interned 110,000
Japanese-Americans during World
War II. In 1988 Congress called this
“a grave injustice.”

Where civilians
are held before transfer elsewhere,
like the U.S. camp for Haitian
refugees at Guantinamo Bay.
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fired from their jobs, we =™ 'w .
had no money to buy food, 2§
and we couldn’t get hu-
manitarian help. Our
houses were looted by :
Serbs—our neighbors.”
He was detained in a sta-
dium with hundreds of
other men; left for days
without food or water,
they subsisted on grass.
Eleven-year-old Lenida
Konjic, who was among
the group, says that “at
night we were so scared
we couldn’t sleep. We
would just wait to be
slaughtered.” It is not
surprising that in ex-
change for a place in the
refugee convoy, 4,000 in-
habitants of Bosanski
Novi waited in line for days to sign docu-
ments renouncing their property and
pledging never to return.

What sparked the political uproar in
Europe and the U.S. last week were emo-
tional new charges that each faction in Bos-
nia is running a network of internment
camps where beatings, torture, starvation
and even murder are commonplace. Inter-
national observers have been scrambling
to investigate the claims, most of which
come from interested parties, but inspec-
tors have largely been kept out of the places
they most want to see. Until they get un-
hampered access, sorting out reality from
propaganda will he impossible.

So far, there is no evidence of genocide
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| or systematic extermination; actual proof

of individual murders is still rare. But

| thereare numerousaccountsof starvation,

beatings, interrogation and miserable san-
itation. Western diplomats think many of
the camps will turn out to be similar to the
few they have been allowed to see: harsh
but not murderous detention sites where
enemies, civilian and military, are ware-
housed before expulsion or exchange. Yet
there is the fear that other camps could be
much worse.

Bosnian officials, who present the most
detailed bill of particulars, claim that Serbs
are running at least 105 camps, through
which 260,000 people have passed since
April, with 17,000 deaths. At least 130,000
remain incarcerated. How bad are the
camps? A Bosnian report, possibly exag-
gerated, tells of the Vuk Karadzic primary
school in Bratunac, where Serbs are ac-
cused of bleeding 500 Muslims to death so
wounded Serbs could get transfusions; ata
café-pension named Sonje in the town of
Vogosca, a Serb group led by one Jovan
Tintor was said to have hanged prisoners
by the legs and gouged out their eyes with
special hooks. Serbs deny such stories and
countercharge that Muslims and Croats
are running 40 camps of their own where

i more than 6,000 Serbs have died.
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As a child is buried, shrapnel wounds the grandmother

Journalists have visited some of the
camps and pieced together eyewitness ac-
counts from refugees and escapees. At the
Omarska iron-mining complex in north-
west Bosnia, according to a former prison-
er interviewed in the New York newspaper
Newsday, more than a thousand Muslim
and Croat civilians were held by Serbs in
metal cages stacked four high, without
food or water. He said groups of 10 to 15
were removed every few days and shot;
many others were beaten to death. British
television footage of an open-air jail at
Trnopolje showed thousands of prisoners
who were dirty, dazed and emaciated. The
camera team found evidence of beatings,
torture, dysentery and scurvy. Red Cross
or U.N. observation of the camps, now be-

| ing demanded by the U.N. Security Coun-

cil, would check some abuses. But there
are also “impromptu killing grounds,”
says a Western diplomat, “where massa-
cres take place, then the killers move on.
This is net the kind of murder the U.N. or
Red Cross can monitor.”

HE WORLD'S REVULSION AT ALL
this is genuine and appropriate.
But so far, the responses have
been confused and temtative. As
often happens, political consider-
ations are at odds with military re-

alities. What can outsiders do?
Overwhelmingly, U.S. and European
military experts warn against getting in-
volved. Yugoslavia is almost custom de-
signed to frustrate any peacekeeping, or
peacemaking, force. The terrain is moun-
tainous, perfect for ambushes and hit-and-
run operations. Many of the irregulars are
well trained and are skilled in guerrilla
warfare. The weapons they would use
againstan intervening force are small, por-
table and abundant. Western analysts
point out that the fathers and grandfathers
of today’s fighters tied down 30 Axis divi-
sions for four years during World War II.
The generals would prefer another Desert
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“ETHNIC CLEANSING”: Serbs are expelling
Muslims and Croats from swaths of Bosnia
DETENTION CAMPS: At scores of sites, all
three sides are alleged to jail rivals
STARVATION: Four cities including
Sarajevo are besieged and ill-supplied

Storm: an obvious enemy, a clear military
objective, wide-open terrain suited to air
attacks and fast armor sweeps, an over-
whelming preponderance of force. What
they see in Bosnia is Vietnam, Lebanon, a
quagmire of murky goals and slogging in-
fantry combat, where air power cannot be
decisive and enemies, allies and civilians
are indistinguishable.

Aware of these constraints, some mili-
tary and political leaders are calling for un-
conventional approaches. Former British
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher argues
for arming Bosnian irregulars, who are
badly outgunned by the Serbs, much as
Washington helped the Afghan mujahedin.
Colonel William Taylor, senior military an-
alyst at the Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies in Washington, thinks an
air attack on power plants, fuel tanks and

What the world could do . . .

Provide arms to the Bosnians so they could hold off Serb aggression.

COMERNST ORLES

military posts in Belgrade could take the
heart out of the Serbs’ fight. Others advo-
cate an allied threat to destroy any Serbian
plane, tank or piece of artillery that moves.

All such approaches are risky; whether
they are worth taking depends on what the
West deems its interest in the former Yu-
goslavia to be. In the realpolitik calculus of
international affairs, Bosnia does not fit
into any of the categories that demand in-
tervention. No communist dominoes are at
stake. Human-rights violations are grue-
some but are not something for which any
country wants to sacrifice its own soldiers.
It is true that Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia
and other former Yugoslav republics are
now independent countries, but Europe
and the U.S. tend to regard Serbian aggres-
sion against them as internal ethnic strife,
not the kind of cross-border invasion that
breaches international law.

But the chaos in the Balkans carries
threats to European security. The tidal
wave of refugees driven from Croatia and
Bosnia is choking the absorptive capacity
of neighboring nations. Since those who
have driven away the exiles have no inten-
tion of letting them return, a more or less
permanent and costly place must be found
for several million. embittered, possibly
disruptive people—the Palestinians of the
1990s.

More worrisome is the possibility of
further Serbian aggression provoking
wider conflict. Serbs loathe, and oppress,
the ethnic Albanians of Kosovo province,
which is also home to 209,000 Serbs; some
analysts predict that the Albanians there
will rebel or that Belgrade will try to drive
them out as soon as the Bosnian question
is settled. Either eventuality could spur
Albania to intervene. Hungary has massed

Bomb the hills around Sarajevo to quell Serb mortar and artillery fire and protect

relief flights.

Use ground troops to seize Sarajevo and enough surrounding territory to protect

the airport against artillery attacks.

Occupy Sarajevo and control a ground corridor to the port city of Split so that
supplies could enter Bosnia by road.

Bomb military and industrial targets in Serbia to force the Serbs to call off the

fighting in Bosnia.
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troops at its southern border to protect
385,000 ethnic Hungarians in the Serbian
province of Vgjvodina. A Serbian effort
to annex parts of Macedonia could prompt
a response by Russia, Bulgaria or even
Turkey.

None of this is good news for George
Bush. On the eve of the Republican Con-
vention, down to his lowest approval rat-
ing in the opinion polls, any false move
could tarnish the President’s claim that he
is uniquely qualified to lead the U.S.
through the world’s dangerous waters. Up
to now, his caution has been considered
reasonable; after this week it could be
judged timid and indecisive. In this highly
charged atmosphere, Democratic cam-
paign rivals and Republicans in Congress
are pushing Bush to reconsider his poli-
cies. Yet voters could easily see a military
commitment in Bosnia—or anywhere
else—as an electoral gimmick. At the same
time, Bush has proclaimed himself the
master of the new world order, and many
are watching to see how well he fulfills
that role.

LL OF WHICH EXPLAINS THE GYRA-

tions in Washington last week.

One day a senior State Depart-

ment official testified that eco-

nomic sanctions against Serbia

were working fine; two days later,
after Bill Clinton said Bush should “do
whatever it takes to stop the slaughter of
civilians,” the President was driven to an-
nounce a flurry of new measures—full dip-
lomatic recognition of Slovenia and Bos-
nia, international monitoring of Balkan
borders and a call for a U.N. resolution au-
thorizing force to deliver humanitarian
aid—but hardly enough to frighten away
Milosevic and his henchmen.

In Europe there is even less enthusi-
asm for military intervention. Leftists who
filled the streets to protest the deployment
of Pershing missiles are oddly silent about
the human-rights disaster occurring a few
hundred miles away. Britain and France
are queasy over Bush’s idea of a UN.
resolution that would empower national
armies to help deliver relief supplies, pre-
ferring to keep this job with the U.N.
peacekeepers already in Sarajevo.

Even so, as the images of atrocity flicker
across the world’s television screens, the
U.S. and its allies find themselves forced to
mull over the unattractive military options
available that might put a crimp in Serbian
aggression—or at least send a message of
retribution to Belgrade. In the long run, the
international community must develop a
new ethic, and new institutions to match,
concerned less with the sanctity of bor-
ders than with the rights of people. Until
it does, the dilemma posed in Bosnia is
likely to be repeated elsewhere, again and
again. —Reported by Jasmina Kuzmanevic/
Zagreb, William Rademaekers/Vienna and Bruce
van Voorst/Washington
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The U.N.’s outgoing man

in Sarajevo, General
Lewis MacKenzie, is
not optimistic

By DANIEL BENJAMIN NEW YORK

Q. Sarajevo airport was shut down again
this week. Has the UN.’s authority in Sara-
Jjevo been exhausted?

A. T've always said the agreement to pro-
tect the airport from ground attack was
hanging by a very fine thread. When you
start taking mortar fire on the bunkers
our people are living in and on the tarmac,
that is a serious escalation. Before, we
were able to justify putting our finger in
the flame despite fighting going on close to
the airport. The odd round dropping short
can be rationalized, but not when the air-
port is being directly targeted.

Q. What do you think it would take to im-
Ppose peace on Sarajevo itself?

A. Well, from the tactical point of view,
having to control and occupy and domi-
nate all the features around Sarajevo and
the city itself. Cities are famous for gob-
bling up soldiers. I haven’t done the de-
tailed analysis, but a figure of 75,000
would probably be modest, if there is re-
sistance. And the resistance has to be han-
dled 24 hours a day by people on the
ground. Air power can assist, but it can’t
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stop people from reoccupying positions.

Q. That’s assuming that the act of bringing
in a large military force itself wouldn’t have
a powerful psychological impact.

A. Yes. It’s also presupposing that the
peacemakers can stay for a long time. Be-
cause what happens when they leave? Ev-
erything goes back to the way it was be-
cause so much hate has been generated.
And then you have a force that is isolated.
You don’t have secure communications.
You're sitting in the middle of a very, very
hilly country.

Q. What would be the difference between an
operation in Bosnia and the Gulf War?

A. The same characteristic that dominates
every military operation: the ground. In
Desert Storm there was a relatively so-
phisticated infrastructure on which to de-
velop your force. There were tremendous
areas of land on which to put it together
and to train and sort out problems—and
that took four months. Where are you go-
ing to do that in Bosnia?

Q. You would not be able to wage tank war-
Sfare, as in the Middle East?

A. No, you're talking infantry battles.
You’re talking about classic, classic guer-
rilla country.

Q. Do you think the Serbs, Croats and Bos-
nian Muslims would fight in the face of a
huge force?

A.If I put myself in their shoes, there is no
option. You are talking about backing the
Serbs into a corner. And if you read histo-
ry, it’s not a very good idea. You're talking
about an organization with a significant
capacity to fight and with a significant
amount of equipment. Serbia/Montenegro
must be one of the most densely milita-
rized areas of the world now.

Q. 7o “pacify” all of Bosnia-Herzegovina,
what size military operation would be
needed ?

A. Well, the Germans gave it a try with 30
divisions, and they weren’t successful. A
lot of people were killed. If there were re-
sistance throughout Bosnia-Herzegovina
and you had to occupy it, you could be talk-
ing up to 1 million troops.

Q. Why not bomb artillery positions and
send in helicopter gunships?

A. You wouldn’t be able to find all
the weapons systems that are doing the
damage. Mortars are the favored weap-
on in Bosnia, and they’re hidden very
easily and carried around in everything
from school buses to cars. What’s much
more important is that if you do that,
then the U.N. peacekeeping force is,
whether it likes it or not, affiliated with
the side not being attacked. Therefore
you have sitting there 1,600 [U.N. sol-
dier] hostages.

28
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Q. Can't you remove those troops in advance
of any action?

A.Ifyou do, that's an indication something
big is going to happen. So you've got your-
self a very nice cul-de-sac, unless you’re
prepared to sacrifice 1,600 people. I
wouldn’t think that would be a particular-
ly good idea.

Q. /s there anything that would rapidly im-
prove the situation in Bosnia?

A. Yes—and the presidency [of Bosnia] will
hate to hear me say this: negotiations with
the Serbian side within Bosnia. The presi-
dency will not talk to the other side be-
cause they say this is a war of aggression
controlled by Belgrade. They feel that if
they start to talk, the status quo will be fro-
zen, and they don’t have a lot of territory.
If you don’t want to talk, then there’s only
one solution: one side wins, one side loses

and a lot of people get killed in between. So
my feeling is that pressure has to be
brought to bear to get them to the table.
The Serbs will talk any time, any place, at
any level because they probably have what
they want. It seems to me talking could get
the Bosnian Muslims territory.

Q. /s anyone in the different leaderships
really calling the shots? Or is much of the
fighting being driven at the grass roots by

- units that decide they just want to fire their
. mortars?

A. You're absolutely right, there are large

- numbers of individuals and units that are

out of control. But they are out of control
within a defined chain of command.
There’s ample evidence of units operating
on their own agenda—today. Maybe tomor-
row they’ll operate on a common agenda.
There are some individuals and small or-
ganizations in Sarajevo who are paid to
kill. They get a bonus. Journalists are fa-
vorite targets in Sarajevo. There are no
video games in Sarajevo, so the next best
thing is to fire at a TV car going by.

Q. /s the word genocide appropriate for
Yugosiavia?
A. 1 can’t comment in detail on that be-
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cause my mandate was limited to Saraje-
vo. However, let me assure you that I have
a pound of paper for each hand of protests
from one side accusing the other of run-
ning detention camps, concentration
camps, prisoner-of-war camps.

Q. You don’t entirely blame the Serbs?

A. When people ask me whom do you
blame, I say, “Give me the day and the
month, and I'll tell you.” What the Serbs
did three months ago was totally unac-
ceptable: the city was bombarded, civil-
ians were targeted. Today it is more com-
plex. What we now see from the Bosnian
presidency’s side is that it’s in their inter-
est to keep the thing going and get the
Serbs to retaliate in order to convince the
international community that interven-
tion is a good idea. So I blame both sides.

Q. You have had nine peacekeeping tours in
places like Gaza, Nicaragua and Cyprus.
How does this compare?

A. You can take the hate from all those pre-
vious tours and multiply by 10. I've never
seen anything close to that. Even if only
10% of what each side accuses the other of

_doing is true, in the minds of the people it

has grown to horrendous proportions. If
the leadership said, “O.K., let’s sit down
and sort this thing out,” I'm net sure
whether people would accept that because
there is so much hate for the other side.
Really deep, gut-wrenching hate. Once
you start calling them baby killers, preg-
nant-women killers, and talk about cook-
ing babies, those are not good grounds for
negotiations.

Q. What difference did that make for your
work?

A. On any of those previous tours, when
you brokered a deal, it was followed
through. And if somebody along the line
didn’t follow through, they were put in
their place. It’s relatively easy to broker a
deal in Bosnia. It’s the execution that is
impossible.

Q. After your experience in Sarajevo, do you
think there is still a clear line between
peacekeeping and peacemaking?

A. Yes, there is a clear line. It became
cloudy in Sarajevo only hecause we went
there with good intentions and then the
war started, and that put us in an abso-
lutely unique positien.

Peace impeosition is war fighting. It’s
going in, taking on somebody and beating
them. In order to use a peacekeeping
force, you have to have a cease-fire. But we
got ourselves into this bind by having a
war start around us.

Q. So you're a pessimist?

A. I used to use the term guarded opti-
mism, but I've dropped even that from my
vacabulary. I still have hope. But I won't be
optimistic until they start to talk. E



