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GOVERNOR

METRO EXCHANGE

STATE OF OHIO
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
COLUMBUS 43266.0601

-« ..JdJune.28, -1991

The Honorable George Bush
President

The White House
Washington, D.D., 20500

Dear President Bush:

In light of the worsenin
is urgent that

you take every action at
about a peaceful, diplomatic solution to
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g situation in Yugoslavia, I feel it
your disposal to bring
the strife in that

nation and to make clear to the government in Belgrade that
this nation is absolutely opposed to military action.

As you well know, the crisig in Yugoslavia ~- the homeland of
my own grandparents -- is potentially explosive. The

underlying {ssues aré extremel
It is the kind of volatile git

y complicated and long-standing.
uation that would benefit from

your able leadership and experience in international matters.

Americans have watched with great hope. as the "new world

order” that you envisioned has begun to take shape -- an order

that is nowhere better exen

already suffered far too long.

plified than by the emerging .
democracies in Eastern Europe, The present crisis, however,
is a threat to that order and,
inflict intolerable, new hardsh

I know how deeply concerned you must be about the events in

Yugoslavia.

support, as well as that of the American people,.

Once again, thank you for your leadership.

Geor
Gove

V. Voinovich
[ o
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if left unchecked, will likely
ip vpon a people who have

As you consider the appropriate course of action
for our nation, please know that you have my own personal
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Juty 3, 1961

Ths Henorabie George Bush
President 8f the Unjitad States
The White House

washington, D.C, 20500

Dear Mr, President:

I implore you to speak out publicly e&nd forcefully about 'ydd;:
concern for the peopie of Vugcriavia, - ﬁ;_;

During your 1988 canpaly2, You 3pcke elcoquently of the Cause ofaf
the captive nations at the rally we arranged at ' the Lithuanian'™
Hall and again at the r2lly wo held on your behalf at the Germap =
Farm cight  afver the Repubiicar_ conventian I bave baen °
bornbarded by calls from secplie cryling, “why won't 9;¢3£dgnt gu‘b 5
speak out like he 4{d ¢n Irag?® _ B

The Yugoeslav army, &t the direction of the govo:nmént' 1n”m
Belgrade, 1is beginsing to rear cut of control. Our governmeant -
gcld out Yugeslavia at Yalta in 1944, History cannot record thgtgj

in 1991 George Bush sold them out,

Please, Mr. Presiden do not le&t Yugsslavia’s central govcrnMQnt‘_;
snuff out freedom in Creatia and Slovenia, L

4

You are in my prayers.
Respectfully,

7, |

ccrge Vi/Voinovich
overnor }

GvV/jec
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STATE OF OHIO
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
GEORGE V. VOINOVICH COLUMBUS 43266-0601
GOVERNOR July 12, 1991

The Honorable Thomas R. pickering

United States ambassador to The United Nations
799 United Nations Plaza

New York, New york 10017

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

1 am writing to you Mr. Ambassador, not only as @& person whose
heritage is deeply rooted in Yugoslavia, but also as a Governor,
whose constituency is 2 large segment of Slovenes, Serbs and
Croats, including other nationalities of Yugoslavia, and who, like
the people of Ohio, pbelieve in peace and justice.

Now that the issue of solving the problems in Yugoslavia has been
apparently moved from the armed military conflict to peaceful
negotiations, it is appropriate that we focus on the issues of the
rights of the minorities in this troubled Balkan land.

The potentially explosive conflict between the Serbian and Croation
population could forever damage any peace initiatives and bring
this conflict into all out civil war. This is no longer an issue
of politics or economics, the issue here is thousands of potential
victims and masses of refugees from this region to the neighboring
lands.

1 appeal to you, Mr. Ambassador, to utilize the positive influence
and power of your office in support of the Universal Human Rights,
as Yugoslavia was the cosigner of the Helsinki Accords. I believe
that sending United Nations observers to iihzg ?ﬁea of recent
conflicts and specifically in the regions of a4 and Krajina
would be the first step in neutralizing the dissensions. 1 also
urge you to please use your influence with the leaders of Croatia
and Serbia, and especially with the Federal Premier Mr. Ante
markovic, for acceptance of this plan.

1f there is anything 1 can do to assist in bringing about the
support of your positive course of action for peace in Yugoslavia,

please call on me. //ol'waV/b{ C,ol‘u—f)(bo( i Zf‘—‘-‘;,&#f/}
singerely, ;L/}VUM/A

’
e V. Voinovich
nor
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By Alan Johnson
Dispatch Siatehouse Reporter

Gov. George V. Voinovich,
grandson of immigrants, has a per-
sonal stake in the daily teports of
violence in Yugoslavia.

Although Voinovich and his par-
ents were born in the United States,
his grandparerts on both sides of the
famly immigrated here from Yugos-
lavia, a country torn by civil unrest.

I am a Yugoslav,” Voinovich
said during a recent interview. “My
mother was full, 100 percent Slove-
nian. My father was 100 percent
Serbian, although bis family lived in
Croatia.

“All of what's going on over
there i in me,” the governor said.

Voingvich has an uncle, several
first cousins and what he describes as
“a whole family over there” that he
discovered during visits in 1981 and

1985.

The republics of Slovenia and
Croatia make up nearly half the
country of Yugoslavia, They are
struggling to become independent of
the communist central govemment in
Serbia in a split with historical roots
dating to the 1700s, when the ™wo
regions were divided between the
Hapsburg and Ottoman empires.

The governor's interest goes be-
yond family, however. During 10
years as mayor of heavily ethnic
Qleveland, Voinovich was visited by
several Yugoslavian delegations and
knows the political leaders of both
tebel republics. ,

137 P@3

dhe Tolumbus Dis

LT R

el

Voinovich pullin
of rebel Yug

Voinovich feels so strongly that
he wrote to President Bush yester-
day, saying the Yuposlavian army, at
the direction of the central govern-

ment, “is beginning to rear out of
control. Qur govemment sold out to’

Yugoslavia at Yaha in 1944, History
cannot record that in 1991 George
Bush sold them out™

Voinovich pleaded, “‘Please, ‘Mr.

“Please, Mr. President, do
not let Yugoslavia's
central government snuff
oztaﬁeedom in Croatid
and Slovenia.”

Gov. George Voinovich

in letter to Bush -

President, do not let Yugoslavia's

central government snuff out free-
dom in Croatia and Slovenia.”

Voinovich said he doesn’t want
the United States to “send the wrong
signal” 10 the communist government
in Belgrade that it will support the
use of military force 1o suppress the
independence movement.

“The president has got 10 insist
that force mot be used,” Voinovich
said. “That isn't in the best interests

_ of anyone.

“My hope is the Yugoslavs work
out some system where they allow the
respective republics and provinges to

10 a free market economy, 10 enj
their newfound freedoms, both polit-
ical and economic, while continuing
to work together in certain areas.”

2

g for freedom
oslavian republics
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Voinovich, though proud of his
Yugoslavian heritage, 1s a private
man.

He declined to reveal the Yugo-
slavian cities where his grandparents
lived, even though they are deceased.

“I would like them to maintain
their ancnymity,” he said.

Voinovich blames the unrest on
the communist government's failure
to provide an adequate standard of
living,

“A lot of the nationalism vou see
would diminish if the economy would
pick up. ... Some politicians take
their mnlr;]d off the main issue, which is
to get the economy going so e
have food and clothing and fﬁmr
and a decent quality of life,”

He worries about his family in
the strife-torn country,

“I have the same feelings, with
family that’s there, as 1 do when 1 see
tanks anyplace. ... Like anyplace in
the world where things get out of
" control, you're always worried be.
cause somebody is going to get hur.
If the fighting continues, someone
could get hurt or kitled.

hap-
The

“What’s happening there is
pening in a lot of other places.
ethnic nationalism i percolating. .., .
People are yearning for freedom,
which is what we've prayed for for
years. : :

“It's a combination of many
things which are sweeping Eastemn
Europe.”

The cvil strife in Yugostavia was
in part responsible for the postpone-
ment of what would have been Voin-
ovich’s first overseas trip since be-

’_
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Gov. George V. Voinovich

+ « » wormied abowt “whole family”
coming governor. The planned Sep-
tember trip to Yugoslavia,
Caechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland
could happen in the spnng but only if
the situation in Eastem Europe im-
proves, Yoinovich said.

“Things are happening so rapid-
ly over there. If you end up in a
situation where nobody’s getting
along with each other and there's
chaos, for me to take_a bunch of Ohio
businessmen in there for a couple of
days, even though I'm very suppor-
tive of trying 10 support their free
market economy, I'm certainly not
going to do that at the expense of our
Ohio business people,” he said,

“If things have not ripened to
the point where it’s worth their while
to this, I'm not going to go on
some protocol visit ., . so I can take a
ride on the Danube and see some
castles and a few other things. It's
nice stuff, but 1 can do that some
other time and enjoy it a whole lot
more, This is business.” .

gl
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FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 1N BONN

HELMUT KOHL insists on
linking the European
Community's conferences on
political union and economic
and monetary union. The chan.
cellor is prepared to sign away
the p-mark and see it replaced
by a Euro-currency, but only if the treaty
on political union gives the European

Parliament lots more power. Qutside Ger-
many, such idealism seems curious.

. Most eC governments are using the
conferences to pursue national interests:
Spain wants more money, France wants
European defence, Britain wants to hang
on 10 sovereignty. Championing the par-
liamentis notself-evidentlyin Germany’s
interests (although Germany's popula-
tion of 80m may one day entitle it to the

largest number of Euro-mrs). Mr Kohl's
linkage even bemuses some German offi-
cials: “The man in the street carcs a lot
about the p-mark but has no interest in
the Strasbourg parliament,” says one.

But Mr Kohl is in fact pursuing one
definition of Germany’s interest. A fed-
eral Europe, its proponents arguc, is an
acceptable framework for (and, they trust,
constraint on) German power. “We are
finding our national identity through our
successful experience of European inte-
gration; that is a reaction against our his-
tory and the idea that we are different,”
says Wolfgang Wessels, the director of the
Institute for European Politics.

Mr Rohl is openly aiming for a United
States of Europe (cynics miih,t say he
really means a Federal Republic of Eu-

rope), and is pushing for policies that

|
A German idea of Europe |

-
ik

r}ubve in that dirrqtion. He has
proposed that 2 new body
should handle common poli-
cies on visas, asylum and immi-
gration. In foreign policy he
would like to spé some deci-
sians taken by majority vote.
Like France, Germany warits the goal of a
common defence poﬁcy written into the
treaty on political uhion, and a review of
defence artangements in 199e.

Germany insists that the ec should
nat switch tp a single currency until spe-
cific ¢riteria for ecopomic convergence
have been met, and that countries (for in-
stance, Italy) should not be allowed into
the currendy union unless mpst of the oth-
ers approve. Genmany wants an indepen-
dent European central bank to have a say

in the futyre monetary unign's exchange-
rate policy. Strict riales SHoluld stop gov-
er‘nmemsz rrowi;%ﬁtoo mhych.
Some German
flationary risks of
mainstream politigian, b
tipns thcé VEITmen
two ¢onferences. A
b{f’ in a hury, insisting that the confer-
ences must be concluded this year. They
talk of a window of opportunily: the rest
oqf the Community cannot count on the
Germans remaining such good Europe-
ans for ch' A 12 f
- This i$ where Germa J"s good Euro-
1is start to sound like good blackmail-
ers. Ever gince the fall of the Berlin Wall,
the French have wanted tq bind Germany
into the Community, espécially by a com-
mon forejgn and chumy policy. “Some

inttotheln-
unjon. No
ever, ques-
t's p%: itions for the

cigly
onefa

everyone seems {0

gountries want political union because
they fear the dominance of a united Ger-
any; we should exploit that fear before it
Ezminishes." says Karl Hornhues, the
‘hristian  Democrats’  foreign-affairs
ppukesmian. He believes that, if the Social
Democrats retumed to power, their incli-
nation to neutralism could block progress
towards an £c defence policy.

Others point out that no one expects
the new central bank to do better than the
Bundesbank in fighting inflation. In
time, Germans already worried about
price rises from unification could become
unwilling to abandon the D-mark. “The
French know they get the D-mark now or
hever,” says & German official.

Germany's European policy could
also change subtly with the generations.
Mr Kohl and Hans-Dietrich Genscher,
the foreign minister, remember the war

nd are committed to the ideals of the.
Community's founding fathers. But poli-
ticians in their 40s and early 50s—such as
Jirgen Méllemann, the econormics minis-
ter, Bjorn Engholm, the Social Demo-
crats’ leader, and Volker Riihe, the Chris-
tian Democrats’ general secretary—tend
to be more practical, and less emotional,
in their support of the Ec. They may be
less inclined to let France think it stll

" shapes the Community.

The alliance between France and Ger-
many has never been free of strain. Their
recent dispute over the right of Slovenia
and Croatia to independence (Germany
favours, France does not) reflects differing
views over the EC's future. France would
like to minimise the number of new
members, partly because entrants from
northern and eastern Europe would tend
to see things the German way. Germany
wants the East Europeans in as soon as
possible, partly to avert possible instabil-
ity on its eastern borders. )
|  But none of this alters the belief in
|Bonn that only when France and Ger-
.many act together can the Community
progress. The alliance with France is still
the cornerstone of Germany’s European
policy—and will remain so, says a govern-
'ment planner. "In a 20-country EC,

‘north-south conflicts would be harder to
‘manage," he says; adding, with slightly
.curious geography, “so compromises be-
 tween France, representing thesouth, and
Germany, representing the north, would
'be more essential than ever."
. Most officials and politicians in Bonn
 doubt that Britain will be able to play a
leading role. “We cannot count on Brit-
ain's interests being European, as we can
. with the French,” says one of Germany's
negotiators. “Only if Britain overcame its
; rroblem with the Atlantic link and its re-
uctance to give up sovereignty could we
| have a triple alliance.”
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