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Belgn1de 
May .~ R, 1992 

The Honorable Helen Del1c:h Bentley 
o.s. HOU$a of Representatives 
1610 Longworth House Office Buildins 
Washingtor,, oc 20515 

BY FAX 

Dear Congresswoman Bentley: 

As I promised, J am writing to .let you know \.!hat we were 
able to find out about the: several issues you raised with me 
yesterday in Belgrade before you left. First, however, you 
should lmow that your efforts on Shayna Gluclt Lazarevich' s 
behalf are having a dramatic and positive effect. Today's 
Politika devoted nearly a full page to very sy-Jnpathetic 
reporting on Shayna's struggle to get har children back, 
including coverage (with a photo of you ana Shayna toqGtha:r.) of 
your press conference in support of he:r·. We also understand 
tha.t Pr8sident Milosevic l1as agreed to receive Shayna, a first .. 

You shared with rne reports you had heard of Serbs in some 
cotam.unities in Bosnia-Her~egovina obeying orders to disann, and 
then being ordered to ledve the.ir homes. O.ne town you 
·.mentioned, Hovi Grad, was several -w-eek~ ago reported to "be tbe 
site of haavy fighting, with the Belgrada press reporting 
stories of civilian Gerbs murdered and other ~•rious abuses in 
th~t area. Wo havo ~e~n no subQtantiation of thosP. ~.harqP-R, 
but w~ take tnem &Qriously, particularly in 1ight nf ~he fact 
th~t we have verified that sOJRe 600 ethnic Serbs are being h~Jd 
hostage by Croatian forces in the ~nme Odzak district, 
reportedly to be used a& barter to obtain the release of Ci-oot:s 
being held in Bosanski samac. We have raised with the CroAti~n 
authorities tha situation of Serbs in Odzak, and jn Livno as 
w~ll, where we have been told that ~ore than 60 Ser~s are 
imprisoned and several hundred families arc bejng prevented 
from leaving . 
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With the International Co••ittee of the Red Croas 1 the BC 
monitors, and other .1.nt:llrnational groups having sm~pended their 
0pe!rations in Bosnia-Hcirze.govina tor the time being, it is very 
difficult to investigat.ei or confirm the burgeoning charges cf 
humanitarian abuses which ar~ being made, many of which are 
undoubtedly based on fact. We are also concerned that in some 
areas. the pressure on Serb resident!! to abandon their homes and 
resettle eh:ewhere is coming from other Serbs who are seeklng 
to red.raw the etiLnic aap of Bosnia-Herzegovina. such 
population transfers, even if ostens;;ibly "voluntary," are a 
disastrous substitute for the dialogue and human rights 
guarantees which, I am ccmvincec:!, offer the only method of 
obtaining a lasting peace. 

You also shared -with us a cop)' ot a doc1.ni,ent alleging to 
snow the transfer of funds from a Genaan bank to defen.s• forces 
in Brcko. While we are not in a position to judge ~hether the 
nOC"":1 tmF.1nt i. ~ • 9onuine Cii'-"' v.c. not, 1 t: is no secret that m..any 
Yugosl~v "guest workers'' in Germany from Bosnia-Her7.A<JOvina 
n~ve r~mitt~u funds to their hOlDetowns in support of the ~hol~ 
panoply of political partie~ and an11ed groups. There is no 
evidence at all, howeverr to indicate that the Gennan 
govern~ent is involved in providing financial or other support 
to any group in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Li.Xe the U.S., Germany is 
a humanitarian aid donoT in Bosnia-Herzegovina, channelling its 
aid primarily through multilateral and international 
organizations. 

'l'he rumor that there are "sixty UstaSlha" among u. N. 
peacekeQping troops is one that has been printed in some of the 
more ~~ns~tionalist Belgrad~ publications. UNPROP'OR has 
rejected sucil allegations, pointing out that it is satisfied 
that tha countri•s providing peacekeeping troops have includ•d 
only loyal citizens of their respective countries. UNPROFO~ is 
e111phatic that this include~ those soldiers who have Croatian 
ethnic background5. Wo are inquiring at UNFROFOR about th~ 
charge you heard that a Serbian woman in Baranj~ was raped by a 
member of UNPROFOR. 

I trust you 11ave reclii!ived the CSCE report or. the Kay '31 
elections which I sent you y~st~rday. The full text of the 
report was printed in today's Borba, and excerpted in 
Politika. We have confi~ th~t a copy has been sent throuqh 
CSCE channels to President Milosevic. 
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I be.liave the speech by Croati.,n, President: •rudjm1'n you 
aenttone.d must. be the one hE, g·ave on May 24 in Zagreb. 
Althou.g.h we, were unable to fin.d a reforEJnco to western 
Herzegovina in that speech prGciF..ely along the lines you 
described, Tud.jman didl disc:us.s Bosnia-Herzegovin.a in t.he. 
following fashion: 

"They (the enel'ly) spread lie,;: saying that I sold 
eastern Slavonia f'or Herzegovina .. Not on]y did I 
not sell it, we were preparillg to de.fend every 
foot of Croatian land. We havE sided with the. 
Croatian people in Bosnia.-Her&egovina as well, 
and defended them there as well. We won the 
defensive war in Croatia through the unity of 
Croats at home and in the diaspora. Whia.n l. say 
the Croats at home, I also mean Croats in parts 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina, because many fighters from 
Herzegovina-Bosnia fought in our units. And when 
the Serbian army threatened Bosnia-Herzegovina, it 
was those people troJD Bosnia-He.rzegovina who had 
tcught in Croatian coll.bat units, these volunte..ers 
went there and served as the core of the formation 
of Croatian defense force•, who def'ended not only 
Croatian areas in Bosnia-Herzegovina, but loiere al.so 
a buttress tor the de~ense or the whole of Bosnia
Herzegovina." 

While the language is a bit contortea, it does not seem to 
express an intention to nkeep" Herzegovina or partition 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. If your tape indicates otherwise, pleas,!! 
let roe know. 

I hope I have addressed satisfactorily in this letter the 
issues you raised with •e yesterday, and that you ~ill not 
he!iitate t.o .let me know if you would like further intonaation. 
I have asked Richard Johnson at the state Depart•ent to provide 
you with matt,!rial on the FRY constitution. 

As always, you had an extraordinary schedule in Belgrade 
and accomplished a great deal in a short time. I especially 
appreciate your efforts on behalf of de•ocracy in S~rbia and 
your extraordinary comxnitment to helping Shayna. l look 
forward to staying in close touch. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Ra.ckmales 
Charge d'Affaires 
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Provisiona ~fa Decree of the Go'lernaent of Republic of 
Serbia (issued on -tlarch 13th, 'f992) stipulate that 
·own¢rship of Yugosla? Airlines shall be established ae 
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( j,.J'' Goverruaent of the republic of Serbia • • • • • • • Si ~~ .~t~ 
( i.i) ohhars ,; i.nclJJSi ve of JAT' s owu N1PlO,Y~s, :· /:' :_ ~·1: • • 

• privately or otherwise owned entities- . ; _-• ... 
\both. dolte&tic and international) •••• - - ••••• ~-9 L~ ~•t.. 

Sincerely. ry~~: [. · .. · I~ .i~ • { .. :. ~---
Peter Djo~tevic 
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