Helsinki Commission Efforts Regarding Yugoslavia -- 1992

The Helsinki Commission continues to follow events in Yugoslavia closely in 1992. Chairman Hoyer
and Co-Chairman DeConcini, other Commissioners and members of the Commission staff have met with
a number of Yugoslav visitors to Washington, including both public officials and private citizens, among
them the President of Macedonia, the Foreign Minister of Bosnia-Hercegovina, a representative of the
Croatian Office for Displaced Persons and Refugees, and an independent Croatian media group. The
Commission also maintains contacts with U.S. State Department officials who cover Yugoslav affairs, the
Embassy of Yugoslavia and representative offices of Yugoslav republics in Washington, as well as Americans
of Yugoslav descent. In February 1992, the Commission convened a public hearing to discuss the prospects
for peace and human rights in the Yugoslav republics.

In addition to the above-mentioned activities, the Chairman and Co-Chairman of the Commission
regularly raise human rights and other concerns regarding Yugoslavia in correspondence with Yugoslav
officials, Congressional Record statements and numerous press releases. The following public statements have
been made by the Helsinki Commission Chairman and Co-Chairman in 1992:

1. Steny H. Hoyer and Dennis DeConcini, "Helsinki Commission Leaders Welcome Recognition Move,
Call for Efforts to Resolve Other Yugoslav Problems,” CSCE News Release, January 17, 1992.

2. Steny H. Hoyer, "Statement on Yugoslavia,” Januvary 23, 1992.
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COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE

U.S. Congress ® Washington, D.C. 20515 202/225-1901
Steny H. Hoyer, Chairman
Dennis DeConcini, Co-Chairman

HELSINKI COMMISSION LEADERS WELCOME RECOGNITION MOVE,
CALL FOR EFFORTS TO RESOLVE OTHER YUGOSLAV PROBLEMS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Jamie Ridge, Bob Hand

January 17, 1992 202-225-1901

WASHINGTON - Today, Representative Steny H. Hoyer (D-Md.) and Senator Dennis
DeConcini (D-Ariz.), Chairman and Co-Chairman respectively of the Commission on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (Helsinki Commission), made the following joint statement in regard to
recent developments in Yugoslavia:

"We weicome the decision taken by the European Community (EC) and other countries to
recognize the independence of Slovenia and Croatia. Our main interests have not been to see
Yugoslavia’s breakup but to see instead a full restoration of peace and the building of democratic
institutions throughout. Given the tragic course of events in the past year, however, we hope that
these interests can now be achieved through recognition of the republics.

"Assuming that it will make a positive contribution, we view this move by the EC to be only a
small step in the path to a lasting and just resolution of the Yugoslav crisis. While we extend our
congratulations to the Croatian and Slovenian peopies on their recognition, and our condolences
for the severe losses they have incurred in the civil conflict, our concern must be for the well-
being and human rights of all peoples of the region. Indeed, we are very concerned that a
scttlement between Croatia and Serbia. which we all want to see, might nevertheless be reached
in such a manner that the conflict in the Yugoslav lands would not end but simply move south
to other republics or provinces. where it will become increasingly difficult to stop and more likely
to be internationalized.

"Of particular concern are recent reports in the press of secret talks between Serbian and
Croatian officials for the division of neighboring Bosnia-Hercegovina, which has a very diverse and
inter-mingled population. Outside attempts to destabilize and then divide that republic would
represent major violations of the Helsinki Principles, and could easily lead to more bloodshed than
has already occurred. For that reason, we believe that U.N. peacckeeping efforts should fully
extend to Bosnia-Hercegovina. Similarly, we feel that Macedonia’s future should be determined
not by outside, neighboring parties, but by the will of the people of that republic. We also remain
deeply concerned about Kosovo, where widespread denials of the human rights of the ethnic
Albanian population have created a highly polarized and volatile situation.

"In addition to ending the conflict in Croatia, we urge the United Nations, the European
Community and the Conference on Secunty and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) to address these
other problems so that they are not settled through non-democratic means and the use of force.
And we urge all the peoples of the region to begin to reconcile their differences and get on with
the democratic and market-oriented reforms that are necessary to complete the resolution of the
Yugoslav crisis.”
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The U.S. Commission on Secunty and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) is mandated by law to monitor and encourage progress
in implementing the provisions of the CSCE Final Act. commonly known as the Helsinki accords. The Commission, created

n :19!;6} IS made up of nine Senators. mne Representatives and one official each from the Departments ot State, Commerce
and Defense.
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STATEMENT ON YUGOSLAVIA
by Steny H. Hoyer (D-MD), Chairman
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe
(to independent Croatian media group)
January 23, 1992

My activities and interest in Yugoslav affairs stem largely from my chairmanship of the
Helsinki Commission, a U.S. Government agency mandated to monitor and encourage compliance
with the Helsinki Final Act and other CSCE documents. Yugoslavia has been a participant in
the Helsinki Process, and we therefore have a real and legitimate concern about the situation
there, particularly as it relates to human rights.

My main interest, as chairman of the Commission, has not been to see Yugoslavia’s break up
but to see instead a full restoration of peace, the development of democratic principles and
institutions, and the eventual reconciliation of the peoples of the region. Given the tragic course
of events in the past year, perhaps these interests can now be achieved through the recognition
of the republics, as the EC and other countries have done.

From this point of view, the civil conflict which began last June is tragic not just because of
the tremendous destruction and loss of life. Late last year, I raised in the congress my sympathy
for the many young people in Yugoslavia -- ethnic Serbs, Croats, Albanians, Hungarians, and
others. Their hopes and dreams for a bright future -- in what is supposed to be the most united,
prosperous, democratic and peaceful Europe ever -- have been shattered by this senseless conflict,
and their youthful energy and talents, which could be put to best use in helping to create this new
era of political and economic progress, have been spent instead on fighting their neighbors.

[ cannot see how this has been in the interest of anyone, and I hope that the recent successes
of UN Envoy Cyrus Vance in achieving a ceasefire is a sign that those behind the conflict in
Belgrade are realizing the senselessness of addressing even what may have been legitimate
concerns through the use of force.

The only just and lasting solution to the current political crisis which has caused the civil
conflict is one that is consonant with the principles and provisions of the Helsinki Final Act, such
as respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, including those of minority groups, as
well as the equal rights and self-determinatuion of peoples and the inadmissibility of the use of
force to achieve political objectives.

Knowing the importance of the past as a source of current grievances and concerns, ultimately
there must also be a serious, honest and open assessment of the history of the region, especially
in Croatia during the course of the Second World War. In my view, a candid public
acknowledgement and condemnation of past wrongs is necessary if they are to be separated from
the present. Until this is done and action is taken to ensure that the atrocities of the past will
not be repeated today in any way, it is unlikely that the various peoples who have lived in
Yugoslavia, and who will continue to be neighbors, can ever completely reconcile their differences
and find real peace with each other.
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One last point is that there must be a comprehensive solution to the Yugoslav conflict. The
Helsinki Commission is concerned about all who live in the region. While we want to see an
immediate end to the bloodshed in Croatia, we do not want to see the fighting simply move to
neighboring Bosnia. We want to see a resolution to the problems plaguing Kosovo, especially the
widespread denials of the human rights of members of the ethnic Albanian population there. We
also want to see Macedonia’s future determined by the will of the people of that republic and not
by their neighbors.

In conclusion, I would like to extend my deepest condolences to those who have incurred
devastating human and material losses from this conflict, especially in Croatia. I genuinely hope
that the efforts of the Helsinki Commission will help to bring the fighting to a quick and
permanent end. We will continue to work to that end.
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His Excellency Slobodan Milogevi¢
President of the Republic of Serbia
Marsala Tita 14

11000 Beigrade

Serbia

General Blagoje AdZi¢

Acting Minister of Defense and

Chief of Staff of the Yugoslav People’s Army
Kneza Milosa 35

11000 Belgrade

Serbia

Dear President MiloSevi¢ and General AdZié:

The U.S. Helsinki Watch Committee is deeply troubled by reports of serious
human rights abuses by the Serbian government and the Yugoslav Army. Our own
investigations of these reports, conducted during a series of fact-finding missions to
Yugoslavia over several years, indicate that many of these reports are well founded. We
call upon you to Investigate the abuses enumerated in this letter and to punish those
responsible for them. We call upon you to take immediate measures to ensure that such
violations of human rights do not occur again.

The abuses described in this letter include violations of the laws of war in the
Croatian conflict, including the summary execution of civilians; the indiscriminate and
disproportionate use of force against civilian targets; the torture and mistreatment of
detainees; disappearances and the taking of hostages; the forced displacement and
resettlement of civilian populations; and the killing of journalists covering the war. In
addition to violations connected with the armed conflict in Croatia, Helsinki Watch has
also documented restrictions on the press and on free expression in Serbia and the
harassment and repression of opposition political figures and people who have spoken out
against the war. Finally, we object to the continuing persecution of the Albanian
population of Kosovo. '




Rules of War Violations in the Croatian Conflict

We hold the government of the Republic of Serbia responsible for violations of the rules of war
by two groups of rebels -- local Serbian irregulars organized in Croatia, and those organized in Serbia
and sent to Croatia.

The government of Serbia has provided military, economic and political support to locally-based
insurgents in Croatia. Moreover, President Milogevi¢ has asserted that if Croatia were to secede from
Yugoslavia, the Serbs in Croatia and the territory on which they live could not be part of an independent
Croatian state. The Serbian government’s statements that Serbs in Croatia need protection from Croatian
government persecution has stirred up fear and hysteria among the Serbian population and contributed
to the tension that has led to violence.

The Serbian government has also condoned and, in some cases, supported the formation of at
least three paramilitary groups in Serbia which operate in Croatia. What appears to be the most brutal
of these groups is led by Vojislav Segelj, leader of the Serbian Radical Party (Srpska Radikalna Stranka)
and the Serbian Cetnik Movement (Srpski Cetnitki Pokret). Sefelj’s group of paramilitaries call
themselves "Cetniks" and operate throughout Croatia. A second paramilitary force is commanded by
Zeljko Raznjatovi¢ (a.k.a. Arkan) and a third group is led by Mirko Jovi¢. Both Arkan’s and Jovic’s
forces are most heavily concentrated in the eastern Slavonian region of Croatia. In addition, various
Serbian paramilitary groups are organized and trained by the so-called Captain Dragan, described by the
Washington Post as "a half-Serb mercenary with Australian citizenship who refuses to give his real
name."!

We hold the Yugoslav People’s Army (JNA) and the federal Yugoslav government responsible
for the conduct of these groups as well, since the JNA has conducted military operations in which it
commands the irregulars or operates in conjunction and/or in coordination with them. Both local
insurgents and Serbian-based paramilitary groups have been armed, either directly or indirectly, by the
JNA and provided with army uniforms and possibly military intelligence.

We therefore request a response from both the Serbian President and the Chief of Staff of the
Yugoslav People’s Army to the following very serious and credible reports of violations of humanitarian
law during the conflict in Croatia.

Summary Executions
Serbian rebel forces appear to be responsible for the extrajudicial executions of at least 200
civilians and disarmed soldiers in at least 14 separate instances in five months, committed in areas where
these forces had exclusive military control or shared that control with the JNA. In several cases, the
victims were tortured before their execution. Some were captured because they were not to able to flee
before advancing Serbian insurgent forces due to advanced age or physical incapacity.

July 22, 1991 - Benkovac

Three Croats were arrested in Benkovac by Serbian paramilitary police. Ivica Knez, 39, was
beaten to death and the whereabouts of the other two men, Tomislav Ceranja and Tomislav Koleri¢,
remain unknown.

July 26, 1991 — Struga (municipality of Dvor)
During a Serbian assault against the predominantly Croatian village of Struga (population 254),
three Croatian police officers surrendered after Serbian insurgents encircled a house in which they had

'Mary Battiata, "Serbian Guerrilla Camps Operate Inside Croatia," The Washington Post, July 22, 1991, p. Al.
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taken up positions. According to eyewitnesses,? the police officers were stripped of their clothing,
humiliated and ordered to run through a field, where they were shot and killed by the insurgents.

August 1 — Dalj (municipality of Osijek)

On August 1, Serbian insurgents attempted to take over the local police station in Dalj.? Police
trapped inside the station refused to surrender to JNA troops and a battle for the town ensued. After the
JNA occupied Dalj, Serbian paramilitary groups reportedly searched the village for Croatian soldiers,
police officers and civilians, and killed many of those who were found wounded. Some victims had been
killed by a bullet to the head at close range, apparently after being wounded or beaten, according to
autopsy reports.* Pjetar Djevelekaj, a baker of Albanian origin was first beaten and then executed by two
close-range gunshots to the head.

Between August 5 and 14 — Lovinac (municipality of Gra&ac)

Serbian paramilitary groups attacked the village of Lovinac (population 499) on August 5 and
reportedly kidnapped five Croats (Ivan Ivezié, 38, Stejepan Katalinié, 55, Marko Pavitié, 75, Jure
Sekuli¢, 57, and Martin Sari¢, 40). Their bodies were found 10 days later.

August 16 — Pecki (municipality of Petrinja)

After the village of Pecki (population 374) was occupied by Serbian forces, four Croatian men
were killed when they returned to the village to feed their livestock. Three of the men appear to have
been tortured prior to their execution. According to autopsy reports,® Ivica Bugarin, 23, was shot and
stabbed repeatedly, most probably with bayonets. His left arm was amputated, probably with an ax.

Hand axes were probably used to kill Djuro Horvat, 28, and Mate Horvat, 32, whose skull was
fractured after his head was held firmly to the ground while heavy blows were inflicted with a blunt
object. Stjepan Horvat, 70, died as a result of multiple gunshot wounds.

September 3-4 — Cetekovac, Cojlug and Balinci (municipality of Podravska Slatina)
On September 3-4, the villages of Cetekovac (population 310) Cojlug (population 86) and Balinci

? Interviewed by Helsinki Watch in late July 1991. Serbian insurgents launched an offensive from the town of
Dvor against Croatian police in the village of Kozibrod. En route, the insurgents captured approximately 40
civilians, including some of these witnesses, and used them as human shields during their advance through the
villages of Struga and ZamlaZa. Their testimony is contained in "Yugoslavia: Human Rights Abuses in the Croatian
Conflict,” Helsinki Watch, September 1991, pp. 6-10.

*Dalj has a population of 5,492, in which Serbs constitute a slight majority over Croats and Hungarians.

“The information was obtained from reports of autopsies performed by doctors from the Department of
Pathology and Forensic Medicine at Osijek Hospital and the Department of Anatomy at Zagreb University’s School
of Medicine. The autopsy reports cited herein were performed by Croatian and non-Croatian doctors, including
Serbian pathologists and forensic experts. Helsinki Watch interviewed some of the doctors who performed the
autopsies in Osijek and Zagreb.

*The following information is contained in reports of autopsies performed by doctors from the Department of

Pathology and Cytology at Sisak Hospital and the Department of Anatomy at the Zagreb University School of
Medicine.



(population 295) were attacked by Serbian forces. After the villages fell to Serbian forces, two policemen
and 21 civilians (16 men and five women) were killed. The dead ranged in age from 18 to 91 years.
According to autopsy reports,® 15 civilians were killed by gunshots to the chest or neck. J.B., 65, died
from two wounds inflicted by a sharp object, presumably a knife. The body of M.S., 36, was set on fire.

A man from Cetekovac recounted how his 58-year-old sister was shot in the knees and then killed
with a knife by local Serbian insurgents, many of whom were known to him. A 67-year-old man said that
he was dragged from his home and then witnessed his house and barn set on fire by Serbian
paramilitaries.” Four separate witnesses interviewed by Helsinki Watch all identified Boro Luki¢, a Serb
from a nearby village, as the main perpetrator and organizer of the massacres in Cetekovac and Balinac.

October 13 — Siroka Kula (municipality of Gospi€)

Reportedly 13 people (mostly elderly persons and at least one child) were shot or burned to death
after a mob, led by a Serbian police officer, looted Croatian homes and set them on fire. Eight remaining
survivors identified their attackers and those who looted their homes.

Of the 536 people who lived in the village of Siroka Kula, approximately half were Serbs and
half Croats. According to eyewitness statements, most of the Croats had fled by late September after
being threatened and intimidated by local Serbian
authorities, who had occupied the village. On October 13, the Serbian leader of the local police, Iso
Poskonjak, promised to evacuate the remaining Croats from the village and instructed Dane Ore3kovi¢
(a Croat) to gather the Croatian villagers in two houses. As the Croats assembled in the buildings,
Serbian paramilitary groups began looting the homes and shot at the assembling villagers. Most of those
killed were members of the Ore8kovié family. They were killed with shotguns and their bodies were
thrown into their homes which had been set on fire.

Mande BaSa and Ana Niksi¢, both over 70, were reportedly found with their throats slashed in
Mande Baa’s home.

October 31 -- Grubi¥no Polje and other villages in western Slavonia

Reports by the news agency Tanjug accused Croats of having committed war crimes against Serbs
in the areas near the town of Grubino Polje* in Croatia. The allegations were investigated by members
of the European Community (EC) monitoring mission who found that Serbian forces, not Croatian forces,
were guilty of summary executions and destruction of civilian property in the area. The monitoring
mission’s report concludes:

We established evidence of crimes which were committed by the [Serbian
forces] during the two- and three-month period that they controlled that
particular zone [western Slavonia]. Our team did not find evidence of
killings later, nor of the systematic destruction of Serbian property by the

The autopsy reports were prepared by doctors from the Department of Pathology and forensic Medicine at
Osijek Hospital and the Departments of Forensic Medicine and Anatomy at the Zagreb School of Medicine.

"Interviewed in the village of Cetekovac and Balinac on January 7, 1992.

¢ The population of the municipality of Grubisno Polje is 14,186, of which 42.3 percent are Croatian, 32.1
percent are Serbian, 13.7 percent are Czech, 3.5 percent are Hungarian, and 4.5 percent are Yugoslav.
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Croatian National Guard or Croats from the area.’

The EC report also found that Czechs and Croats were killed in 16 villages visited by the
mission, homes were destroyed and residents were terrorized.

November 10-11 -- Bogdanovci (municipality of Vukovar)

A 46-year-old Albanian woman, Z.B.," had lived in Bogdanovci (population 1,208) for 18 years
with her family. In early July, members of the Croatian National Guard had taken up positions in the
village and many slept in the cellars of people’s homes, reportedly with the proprietors’ permission.
After hostilities in the surrounding areas commenced in early July, many villagers fled. When the INA
and Serbian paramilitary groups launched a mortar attack against Bogdanovci on July 24, only about 100
people remained in the village. Z.B. hid in the cellar of a house with nine other people ranging in age
from 46 to 83. At the time of the attack, approximately 50 members of the Croatian National Guard
were stationed in the village. Z.B. recounted the attack:

We were shelled from the Serbian-controlled villages of Petrovci,
Br3adin and Paletin. We hid in a basement for nearly two months,
including my blind 83-year-old mother-in-law. The Croatian Guardsmen
would bring us food during that time. On November 10, the village fell
to Serbian insurgents and the JNA and they told us to leave the cellar.
After three hours of detention in a local store,!! the Serbian forces told
us to go home. When we got outside into the yard of the store, they told
us to form a line. Two elderly Croats -about 80 years old - who they
had evidently found in the village, were also put in the line with us. One
of the soldiers started shooting at each person in the line with a machine
gun. When he got to me, he said "I am going to spare this one" and I
was the only one who wasn’t killed. During this shooting, a crowd of
[INA] soldiers stood by but did nothing to stop him from killing us.
They left me alone and I hid behind a wall. I saw them loading videos
and televisions into a truck; they were confiscating property from
abandoned homes. A soldier later saw me and they put me into a house.
I was taken to a room where I was interrogated and raped repeatedly for
twelve hours by several men. One of the men raped me twice and took
away my wedding ring.

At 9:00 the next morning, two soldiers took me out of the house and I
saw that the dead bodies had been covered with blankets during the
night. I was then interrogated by a Serbian lieutenant colonel in his mid-

? Excerpts of the European Community monitoring mission’s report were published by the Paris-based
newspaper Liberation on November 20, 1991, and Stephen Engelberg, "Villagers in Croatia Recount Massacre by
Serbian Forces,” The New York Times, December 19, 1991, p- Al.

'°The woman was interviewed on December 12, 1991, in the village of Drsnik (municipality of Klina) in
Kosovo.

"Four men who had hid with the witnesses and others were severely beaten by Serbian forces. The beatings
are described below.



fifties who greeted me in Albanian. He told me that he was a friend of
my late husband’s and that he was from the village of Lukavac in
Kosovo. He saw the bodies of the people who had been killed the night
before and asked me who these people were and I identified the bodies.
He told me that maybe the Croatian Guardsmen had killed them but I
replied that I saw a man in Yugoslav army uniform shoot them. The
lieutenant colonel frowned and appeared angry. He said that he would
spare my life because he knew my husband. The two soldiers and the
lieutenant colonel drove me to the predominantly Ruthenian village of
Petrovci, where I stayed with a Ruthenian couple for ten days. I was
then put in a truck full of soldiers and driven to Valjevo [in Serbia]. Two
soldiers gave me money for a bus ticket to Belgrade, from there I took
a train to Kosovo.

November 18 — Vukovar

The city of Vukovar'> was under constant siege by Serbian forces for three months. When the
city fell on November 18, 15,000 people who had not fled the fighting emerged from the basements in
which they lived for 12 weeks. After Vukovar’s fall, civilians and soldiers hors de combat were beaten
or arrested by Serbian paramilitary groups and the JNA. On the basis of interviews with displaced persons
from Vukovar and foreign journalists and humanitarian workers who visited Vukovar immediately after
its fall,”® Helsinki Watch has reason to believe that many Croatian men, both civilians and combatants
who had laid down their arms, were summarily executed by Serbian forces after Vukovar’s fall.

November 18 — Skarbrnje (municipality of Zadar)
and Nadin (municipality of Benkovac)

On November 18, at approximately 7:15 a.m., the JNA and the Serbian paramilitaries launched
a mortar and artillery attack against the Croatian village of Skabrnje (population 1,964). At 11:00 a.m.,
a JNA tank reached St. Mary’s Church in the center of town and fired a mortar at the main door. Serbian
paramilitaries then sprayed the church with machine gun fire and one paramilitary took up position in the
bell tower and shot at the village from the tower. On November 19, at approximately 1:30 p.m., the same
forces attacked the neighboring Croatian village of Nadin (population 678). By 4:30 p.m., both Skabrnje
and Nadin had fallen to Serbian forces.

Reportedly after Croats' destroyed a Yugoslav army tank at the western end of Skabrnje, the
Serbian forces turned against the civilians. Serbian paramilitaries began plundering and shooting

12Prior to its occupation, Croats comprised a majority of the population of the city of Vukovar (population
44,342) while the villages surrounding the city are predominantly Serbian. Croats comprised 43.7 percent and Serbs
37.4 percent of the population of the entire Vukovar municipality (population 84,024). Hungarians, Ruthenians,
Slovaks, Ukrainians and Yugoslavs accounted for the remaining 18 percent of Vukovar’s »pulation.

*These interviews were conducted in Belgrade and Zagreb on December 14-19, 1991 and January 2-6, 1992,
respectively.

14 Eyewitnesses claim that neither members of the Croatian police force nor the Croatian army were stationed
in Skabrnje or Nadin at the time of the attack. The resistance with which the Serbian forces were met was
apparently organized by local Croats.



throughout the villages, killing 48 civilians (41 from Skabrnje and seven from Nadin). Most of those
killed were elderly persons and, according to autopsy reports, the vast majority were killed by a bullet
to the head shot at close range.”® A tank crushed the head and chest of K.R., a 59-year-old woman.
B.S., F.R,, and S.S., were severely beaten and were subsequently killed by blows to the head with a
blunt instrument.

A 19-year-old woman recounted her experience during the attack on Skabrnje:'®

About 500 insurgents and 20 tanks entered Skabrnje and occupied the village.
They told us that we were all Ustaas and that they were going to kill us.
Approximately 35 of the villagers were taken to the basement of the local church,
where the insurgents beat many of the men, most of whom were elderly, with
fists, rifle butts and sticks. My 80-year-old grandfather was beaten to death. We
were later removed from the basement and taken to a detention center in
Benkovac. When we emerged from that cellar, I saw approximately 10 bodies in
a pile. The victims were both men and women and I recognized one of the dead
women. [ also saw that my house had been ransacked and sprayed with machine
gun fire.

The local Zadar Red Cross and members of the European Community monitoring mission were
denied access to the area after Skabrnje’s and Nadin’s occupation. Despite the fact that Nadin had been
under control for over 24 hours, the JNA claimed that access to the villages was restricted because
fighting continued. After a week of negotiations, the INA agreed to deliver several corpses from Skabrnje
to the Croatian authorities. Thirty-five bodies were delivered on November 23, and 13 more bodies were
delivered on November 26.

Mid-December - Jo3evica (municipality of Glina)

Serbian paramilitary groups reportedly killed 20 Croats (ages five to 65) in the village of Jo¥evica
(population 120), which is part of the Serbian-controlled municipality of Glina.

Reportedly, members of the JNA and Serbian paramilitary units attacked Jo$evica and conducted
a house-to-house search. Twenty people were taken from their homes and brought to the center of the
village, where they were subsequently executed. According to the Serbian press, the killing of civilians
in JoSevica was meant to avenge the recent deaths of 21 Serbian paramilitaries killed during a Croatian
offensive in the village of Gratanica, near Pokupsko. The Serbian authorities in Glina are said to be
conducting an investigation of the killings."’

December 19 - Hum and Vodin (municipality of Podravska Slatina)
In August, Serbian insurgents seized control of several villages in the western Slavonian region
of Croatia, including the predominantly Serbian villages of Hum (population 245) and Vo¢in (population

'* The autopsies were performed by the Pathology Departments at Zadar Hospital and Sibenik Hospital (three
bodies).

' Interviewed by Helsinki Watch on January 7, 1992, in Zagreb.
17 "Ubijeno 20 Hrvata," Borba, December 18, 1991, p. 7.
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1,558). The area was reportedly held without any support from the JNA.'™ After Croatian forces
launched an offensive to regain lost territory in western Slavonia in early December, over 20,000 Serbian
civilians and an undetermined number of paramilitaries fled the area. As the Serbian forces withdrew
from the villages, they killed 43 Croats and burned many Croatian homes in both Hum and VoZin. The
Catholic Church in Vogin, which served as a storage area for the Serbs’ munitions, was completely
destroyed after the paramilitaries exploded the ammunition to prevent it from falling into Croatian hands.

Eyewitnesses™ claim that members of the "White Eagles" (Beli Orlovi) paramilitary group, were
responsible for the massacre and destruction. According to one witness:

Serbian irregulars from Valjevo and other parts of Serbia came to our village by
bus on December 1. Using these same buses, they evacuated the Serbs from our
village; they were reportedly taken to Bosnia and then to Belgrade. Cetniks
[members of a paramilitary group led by Vojislav Seselj] were coming in small
trucks packed with trunks of body bags. They spread rumors throughout the
village that hundreds of Serbs had been massacred by Croats in Podravska Slatina
and that they [the Serbs] would retaliate.

Another witness from Hum recounted her father’s murder:

Some time around December 1, 1991, my children and I were at my parents’ and
brother’s home. Five or six police officers from the Krajina region came to our
door dressed in army camouflage uniforms. They had driven in a car with "Z-
101 - SAO Krajina" registration plates. They demanded that we turn over a radio
transmitter which we did not have. They did not believe us and searched the
entire house but found nothing. They took me, my parents, my children and my
brother to Vo&in. They put my brother in handcuffs and called him an UstaSa,
because our other brother was in the Croatian Guard in [Podravska] Slatina.
When we got to the Vo&in police station, they told us that "this is where you will
be seeing throats slashed." We were put in a room and periodically people would
come in and say, "UstaSa, we are going to cut your throats and kill you." We
were kept in detention from 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm and were periodically
interrogated by an inspector who was in his early 30s and claimed to be from
Daruvar. At 8:00 pm, we were released and we went to our friend’s home in
Votin. We were told to report back to the police station at 8:00 am the next
morning.

The next morning we went to see the police inspector. A second man in
a white overcoat was also present and he told us that he had to kill us because
we were all UstaZas. At 3:30 pm they took us back to Hum and we saw that my
father’s home had been burned. More Cetniks then arrived in the village. My
mother, children and I were forced into the house and my father was left in the
yard. When we got into the house, they threw something that somnded like a
bomb outside. Three Cetniks were yelling “The old man stays." I rc .ognized one

'8 Stephen Engleberg, "Villagers in Croatia Recount Massacre by Serbian Forces,” The New York Times,
December 19, 1991, p. Al.

YInterviewed by Helsinki Watch on January 5, 1992, in Vogin, Hum and Podravska Slatina.
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of the voices as that of Jovan C., with whom I went to school for many years.
I heard my father say, "Don’t shoot,"” but shortly thereafter, we heard shooting
and when we came out into the yard we saw my father’s body; only half of his
head remained. We then hid at the home of B.D., a Orthodox [Serbian] man
who helped us remove my father’s body from the yard.

According to autopsy reports,® many of the victims had multiple gunshot wounds to the face
and neck, usually from the back. Some also were shot in the legs and arms. Ten bodies were badly
burned. I.S. had his hands bound, was strangled and then stabbed in the thorax. M.S. and V.A. were hit
on the crown of the head with a sharp object, probably an axe. F.M. and M.M. were both shot in the
eyes with a 9mm handgun. T.M. and M.M. appear to have been chained to a table and then set afire
while still alive, according to the autopsy report.

The body of a 77-year-old Serb, S.N., was severely beaten and bruised; his arms appeared to
have been branded with a hot iron. S.N.’s body was found a few meters from the bodies of an elderly
Croatian couple who were chained and burned in their backyard. The village priest believes that the Serb
may have been beaten and then killed for coming to the defense of the Croatian couple.

Among the civilian victims was a 72-year-old American citizen, Marija MajdanZi¢, nee Skender,
who was born in Erie, Pennsylvania, but moved to Croatia at an early age. She appears to have died of
smoke inhalation after being trapped in her burning home.

December 16-17 -- Jasenice and Zaton Obrovacki (municipality of Obrovac)

In the evening of December 16, five civilians were executed in the village of Jasenice (population
1,280). The predominantly Croatian village was situated between the Maslinitki bridge and the town of
Obrovac, which had been under the control of Serbian forces for several months. Two men (Stipe Zubak,
71, and Ive Maruna, 71) and three women (Zorka Zubak, 67, BoZica Jurjevi¢, 66, and Manda Maruna,
67) were killed in Jasenice. On the same day, Luka Modri¢, 66, was killed in the town of Zaton
Obrovacki (population 464). Reportedly, the bodies remained unburied 15 days after the murder.

December 21 - Bru¥ka (municipality of Benkovac)

Ten Croats and one Serb were reportedly killed in the village of Brutka (population 366), in the
Serbian-controlled municipality of Benkovac. All 10 Croats were surnamed Marinovié and were between
20 and 70 years of age. A deaf woman was among the dead.

Reportedly four Serbs entered the Marinovié home, where the Serb was having dinner with the
Marinovi¢ family. They stabbed four victims and shot the other seven with rifles, according to autopsy
reports.

General Vladimir Vujovi¢, the commander for the Knin-based corp of the JNA, reportedly
confirmed that the killings had taken place and that he had formed a commission to investigate the matter
and send a written report to the Croatian authorities in Zadar.*

* This information is taken from autopsy reports from Osijek Hospital and photographs of the dead bodies.
When a Helsinki Watch representative visited Hum and Vogin on January 7, a local parish priest who had identified
the bodies at the site of their murders also described the condition of the bodies and houses one day after the
massacre. The bodies of burned animals and remains of the victims’ clothing were still visible when Helsinki Watch
visited the villages in January. Chains with which some victims were reportedly shackled also were found at the
site where the bodies of the dead were burned.

2 Vijesnik, December 27, 1991.



Court Martial and Execution
It was reported that Nemanja SamardZi¢, an advocate against Serbian extremist groups, was
hanged after a court-martial for urging the expulsion of Cetniks from Mirkovci in late August.” Such
grounds for condemnation to death violate free speech and due process.

Torture and Mistreatment in Detention

Serbian forces maintain approximately 36 detention camps throughout Vojvodina, Serbia, Bosnia-
Hercegovina and Krajina (where approximately 18 such camps exist).? Helsinki Watch has received
reports that the conditions in these detention areas are often appalling and in many cases, detainees are
tortured and beaten by their captors and guards.
Begej¢i Camp, Vojvodina

Dr. Malden Lon&ar, who worked at the Novi Sad hospital in the Serbian province of Vojvodina,
was arrested by Serbian police reportedly after a package of medicine he was carrying to his parents in
Tlok, Croatia, was found on his person. Lontar was beaten for 30 hours and then released. He was
subsequently arrested several times thereafter and finally
ended up in Begej&i camp near Zrenjanin, Vojvodina. According to LonCar’s written statement received
by Helsinki Watch:

The camp was an old barn filled with hay. There were over 550
people packed in this camp and we had to sleep on our sides for lack of
space. People were tortured and beaten regularly. They would even put
a barbed wire around your neck and beat you: if you moved, your throat
would be cut from the wire. One old man died before my very eyes after
he had been severely beaten.

Over 90 percent of the people held were Croats and many were old.
Some people were sick, some were paralyzed while others just needed immediate
medical help. This maltreatment was not the work of individuals acting on their
own accord. The orders came from above, from the commanders.

Longar was released on December 10.

Sremska Mitrovica camp, Serbia

Helsinki Watch interviewed people who had been released from Serbian detention centers, many
of whom were tortured, beaten and otherwise maltreated. Dr. Jure Njavro, a surgeon at the Vukovar
Hospital, was taken to a detention camp in Sremska Mitrovica by Serbian forces after the fall of Vukovar
on November 18. During his 22-day detention, Dr. Njavro was also physically maltreated and was forced
to attend to people who had been severely beaten in the prison on a daily basis.

Every day I was called to attend to someone who had been badly beaten

Z"Report on Civilian and Non-Combatants Killed as of 31.08.91," United Nations, Center for Human Rights,
Geneva, p. 21.

B According to an international humanitarian organization, some of the camps are located in the following
places: Ni§ (about 500 prisoners), Sremska Mitrovica (about 1,000 prisoners), Stajicevo, Bjeli¢i, Stara Gradidka,
Marinj, Kotor, Knin, Glina, Begejéi, and Manjaca (near Banja Luka). See also Mary Battiata, "Serbian Guerrilla
Camps Operate Inside Croatia,” The Washington Post, July 22, 1991, p. Al.
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by his or her captors. I was usually awakened at night, which is when
many people were beaten. I saw a prison guard beat and kick a medical
technician. When I examined the technician, I saw that he had four
broken ribs and that he was badly bruised.?

Bogdanovci

On November 10, as Serbian forces were advancing on the village of Bogdanovci, three grenades
were thrown into the cellar in which Z.B. and nine other people had hidden for over three months during
the conflict. Z.B. told Helsinki Watch:

None of us were killed [by the grenades] because we hid in a narrow
concrete corridor in the basement. A tank also fired at the house. At
9:00 the next morning, two bearded men dressed in Yugoslav army
uniforms told us to leave the basement and go to our homes. We put my
mother-in-law in a cart and started to move toward our house only to be
stopped by a crowd of about 50 soldiers who kept asking us why we
came to Bogdanovci and did we come because of our Catholic faith.
They shouted vulgarities at us and took us to a store where the army had
set up a headquarters. They searched all of us and I saw a soldier drop
a bullet into the pocket of Nikola Palushi who had hidden with us in the
basement the entire time. When they searched Palushi and found the
bullet in his pocket, the four men who had been hiding with us in the
basement for over three months were beaten. They separated me from
the rest of the crowd and put me in a room where I could see them
beating Krist Lleshi in the corridor with machine gun butts and fists: he
was also kicked repeatedly. I never saw Krist again and I presume that
he died from the beatings.”

Benkovac

On July 22, 1991, three Croats were arrested in Benkovac by Serbian paramilitary police. Ivica
Knez, 39, was beaten to death and the whereabouts of the other two men, Tomislav Ceranja and Tomislav
Koleri¢, remain unknown.*

Vukovar

One week after Vukovar’s fall, only 128 of a total of about 440 patients from the Vukovar
Hospital were handed over to the Croatian authorities. In some cases, it is feared that medical treatment
was denied to the sick after their capture. More than 200 members of the hospital staff were captured and

# Interview by Helsinki Watch on January 4, 1992, in Zagreb.
SInterviewed by Helsinki Watch on December 12, 1991 in Kosovo.

* "Report on Civilian and Noncombatants Killed as of 31.08.91," United Nations Center for Human Rights,
Geneva, p. 14.
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removed to Serbian detention centers.?

Disappearances
Vukovar

According to independent humanitarian organizations, at least 3,000 prisoners, including many
noncombatants, were captured after the fall of the city of Vukovar on November 18. During half the day
on November 20, the JNA denied journalists and the ICRC access to Vukovar Hospital. Helsinki Watch
interviewed medical personnel who were in the hospital when it was sealed off to outside observers by
the INA.2 According to these eyewitnesses, the INA interrogated the director of the hospital, Dr. Vesna
Bosanac, and other doctors. In the interim, Serbian paramilitaries evacuated male medical personnel and
wounded individuals who were identified as Croats by some Serbian members of the hospital staff.

Helsinki Watch is concerned about the arrests and disappearances of wounded Croatian forces
and civilians, most of whom are males between the ages of 16 and 60. While most of the disappeared
come from Vukovar, many Croatian males were captured by Serbian paramilitary groups after the fall
of other villages, towns or cities.

Families have not been notified of their whereabouts and many missing are feared to have been
the victims of extrajudicial executions. Ljubo Voloder was captured by Serbian forces after having spent
three months in a basement in Vukovar. According to Ms. Marija Voloder, five army soldiers abducted
her 58-year-old husband on November 19. She was forced to join a group of women, children and elderly
persons who were being led away from the city. Ms. Voloder claims that her husband was not a member
of the Croatian security forces or a combatant during the siege of Vukovar. Because she has not seen or
heard of her husband since, she fears that he has been either imprisoned or executed.

As of January 10, 1992, about 3,000 people from Vukovar remain missing, according to the
Association of Evacuated Vukovar Residents in Zagreb, which is keeping a list of names.

Hum and Vocin

Approximately 100 villagers from Hum and Vocin have been missing for over four months,
according to the local parish priest in Voin.? Local Serbs from the village raided Croatian homes and
took some Croats prisoner in early September. According one witness:

Franjo Banovac and Drago Jukié were taken to Gudnog, near the village
of Sekulinac. Those who weren’t captured fled and hid in the forests and
cornfields. In later raids, Serbs came in trucks and entered only Croatian
homes. The local Serbs stayed in their homes and did not help the others
hunt down the Croats.

Zadar
The whereabouts of over 110 people from Serbian-controlled villages in the Zadar municipality

YAn American journalist who visited Vukovar two days after its fall saw two Serbian regulars beat a man’s
head against a concrete wall while she looked on. Thereafter, a JNA officer ordered the two to stop beating the
man.

% The interviews were conducted between January 2-6, 1992, in Zagreb.

? Interviews by Helsinki Watch were conducted in Hum and Volin on January 5, 1992.
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remain unknown.

Benkovac

Some 1,500 persons residing in the villages of BruSka, Popoviéi, Lisi¢i¢, Rodajlice, §0p0t and
Podlug in the Serbian-controlled municipality of Benkovac are missing. On July 22, 1991, three Croats
were arrested in Benkovac by Serbian paramilitary police. Ivica Knez, 39, was beaten to death and the
whereabouts of the other two men, Tomislav Ceranja and Tomislav Koleri¢, remain unknown.*

Obrovac

Some time around December 20, many of the 354 Croats who remained in the Obrovac
municipality (from the villages of Kru3evo, Jasenice, Zaton Obrovacki and Medvidja, including the town
of Obrovac itself) were reportedly taken to Knin jail. Most were elderly persons who had remained in
their homes after Serbian insurgents assumed control in the Obrovac municipality.

Dalj :
The fate of over 100 police officers and 200 civilians after the August battle for Dalj remains
unknown.

* "Report on Civilian and Noncombatants Killed as of 31.08.91," United Nations Center for Human Rights,
Geneva, p. 14.
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Hostages
Hostages are defined as "persons who find themselves, willingly or unwillingly, in the power of
the enemy and who answer with their freedom or their life for compliance with the orders of the latter
and for upholding the security of its armed forces."*!
Helsinki Watch has received many reports of persons who have been captured for the purpose
of exchange, as set forth in our publication "Yugoslavia: Human Rights Abuses in the Croatian Conflict.”

Indiscriminate and Disproportionate Attacks
Against Civilians and Civilian Targets

Serbian forces indiscriminately shelled the cities of Dubrovnik, Vukovar and Osijek for prolonged
periods. The Yugoslav military justified its attack against these and other Croatian cities by claiming that
it aimed to protect the Serbian population in Croatia and to liberate JNA barracks encircled by Croatian
forces. However, such an argument cannot explain the shelling of Dubrovnik, a municipality in which
the local Serbian population numbers only 6.7 percent and in which no JNA barracks exist. Dubrovnik
was shelled from the beginning of October and the shelling of Osijek and Vukovar began in late August.
The shelling of Vukovar lasted until November 18, when Croatian forces capitulated to Serbian troops,
who occupied a city that had been reduced to rubble. Although the attacks against Dubrovnik and Osijek
have subsided since the recent cease fire took effect, the shelling of the two cities was indiscriminate and
caused much damage to civilian, historical and cultural objects. In all three cases, the use of force by
Serbian troops was disproportionate to the threat posed by Croatian troops, and the indiscriminate shelling
resulted in hundreds of civilian deaths and casualties.

Approximately half of those killed and one-third of those wounded in the conflict in Croatia are
estimated to have been civilians. Most independent observers believe that at least 10,000 people have
been killed since hostilities began in late June 1991 although Croatian officials say that less than 3,000
people died.

In addition, considerable civilian property, including hospitals, churches, and cultural monuments
have been damaged or destroyed by the JNA’s and Serbian rebels’ shelling of towns.

Hospitals

Yugoslav armed forces have shelled hospitals in Croatia. Hospitals in Osijek, Pakrac, Vinkovci,
Vukovar and Zadar have all been damaged or destroyed by aerial, mortar and artillery attacks. During
the course of three days, from September 14-17, Osijek hospital was hit 56 times by mortar shells, 21
times by tank shells, and 17 times by rockets from multiple rocket launchers. The hospital was also hit
by bullets from light weaponry. During one attack a 38-year-old nurse was killed and two doctors were
wounded. Most of the hospital wards, including the intensive care unit, were damaged during the attack.

Dalj

Reportedly, at least 80 Croatian police officers and 195 civilians were wounded during or after
the battle for Dalj on August 1. The JNA restricted access to journalists and the local Red Cross for
several days after the attack. Initially, only 25 cadavers (only two of whom were civilians) were taken
to Osijek hospital. By August 5, 70 dead and 195 wounded civilians were received hy the Osijek morgue
and hospital. More people were reportedly killed as they fled Dalj into the nearby ~ wn of Erdut during
the siege.

3 International Committee of the Red Cross, Commentary on the Additional Protocols of 1977 (Geneva 1987)
at 874.
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Vukovar

During the four month siege against Vukovar, the hospital was repeatedly attacked and badly
damaged, forcing the medical personnel to grant medical assistance, and even perform surgery, in the
basement of the hospital.

International and local medical personnel have been hampered from evacuating the dead and
wounded and delivering humanitarian aid because of continued fighting and disrespect for the red cross
emblem,

Churches
Z.B. from the village of Bogdanovci said:

Although there were no Guardsmen in the Catholic Church at the time of the
attack, the shells seemed to be aimed at it. All the other shells fell
indiscriminately throughout the village. Planes bombed the village and at one
point 12 people were killed from aerial bombardment.

In addition, members of the Croatian Catholic Bishops’ Conference have compiled a list through
November 1991 of 348 churches destroyed or damaged during the conflict.

Osijek
In mid-1991, a woman travelling in a trolley car was killed after a mortar fell in Osijek’s city
center during rush hour.

Split
On November 15, 1991, three crew members on board a ferry in the port of Split were killed when
federal gunboats opened fire.*

Indiscriminate Use of Land Mines
A 12-vehicle convoy, organized by Doctors Without Borders, evacuated 108 seriously injured
people from the besieged town of Vukovar on October 19. Leaving the town on a road designated for
their travel by the INA, one of the trucks hit a mine and two nurses (from Luxembourg and Switzerland)
were injured.

Targeted Attacks on European Community Helicopter
On January 7, 1992, a helicopter carrying five members (four Italians and one Frenchman) of
the EC monitoring mission was shot down by a Yugoslav Air Force MIG fighter. The clearly marked
helicopter had left Belgrade for Zagreb via Hungary and was shot down over Novi Marof, Croatia (30
miles east of Zagreb). All five persons aboard the plane were killed.

"Yugoslavia Says Withdrawal Offer Made; Split in Command Seen,"” The Associated Press, November 15,
1991.
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Shortly after the attack the Yugoslav military command announced that that air force chief,
Zvonko Jurjevié¢, ASC, had been suspended pending an investigation.”

Robbery

Dalj

Four days after Dalj’s fall to Serbian forces on August 1, the army command put local Serbs in
charge of all civilian functions. As of October 7, 533 non-Serbs (about 165 families) remained in Dalj
and were forbidden from leaving the town. Families from Dalj were forcibly made to sign over their
belongings and property to the local Serbian authorities before they were finally allowed to leave the
town.

According to a written statement by Stjepan Papp, a member of the town council before Dalj’s
occupation, armed men in Yugoslav army uniforms entered his home on October 8. The Papp family was
ordered to lock up their home and go to the local defense center, where Milorad StriCevi¢, appointed by
the Yugoslav Army as Minister for Ethnic Affairs for Dalj, Erdut and Aljma3, took the Papp’s car and
apartment keys. Their belongings were subsequently confiscated by Serbian paramilitaries. While at the
defense center, Ms. RuZa Papp was robbed of gold coins, money and a bank book which she had in her
purse. The Papps were forced at gunpoint to sign over all their belongings to the defense center of Dalj.
The statement claimed that the Papps were giving all their belongings to the local Serbian authorities as
"gifts." After they signed the statement, they received passes allowing them to leave Dalj.

Forced Displacement and Resettlement

The JNA and Serbian paramilitary groups are responsible for the displacement of thousands of
people.

Helsinki Watch is concerned that Croats, Hungarians, Czechs and others are being forced by
Serbian rebels from their homes in Serbian-occupied territory in order to create purely Serbian regions
in areas that are otherwise of mixed population. We are concerned that this non-Serbian population is
being discriminated against and being forcibly displaced on the illegal grounds of ethnic origin. We are
also concerned that displaced Serbs are being resettled in Serb-occupied territory in Croatia to consolidate
Serbian control over regions captured from Croats and prevent the original non-Serbian inhabitants from
returning.

According to The Washington Post, displaced Serbs who fled from western Slavonia in November
"have since been advised by Serbian officials in Belgrade to resettle" in Serbian-occupied territory in the
region of Baranja,* where the most active resettlement campaign is currently taking place. Serbia plans
to resettle 20,000 Serbs into 17 occupied villages in Baranja, some 4,000 homes and 100 stores are to
be taken over by prospective Serbian settlers in Baranja and Serbian officials say "they have no intention
of allowing tens of thousands of displaced Croats and ethnic Hungarians to return to their Baranja homes
and force out Serbian

settlers . . . . People are to be moved to conform to the Serbian notion of where a new border” between

3 Slobodan Lekic, "Five EC Observers Die in Yugoslav Attack,” Associated Press, The Washington Post,
January 8, 1992, p. Al6.

3Blaine Harden, "Serbia Plans Resettlement of Croatian Region," The Washington Post, November 25, 1991,
p. Al4. Baranja is located north of the city of Osijek, between the Danube and Drava rivers. This fertile region

is populated by Croats, Serbs and Hungarians and has been occupied by Serbian forces since late August.
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Croatia and Serbia should be drawn.*

We are also concerned that Serbian insurgents have evacuated Serbian women and children,
presumably for reasons of safety, just prior to the launching of an offensive against Croatian positions
or prior to an attempt to take over Croatian government institutions and the police station in various
localities, particularly in eastern Slavonia. In almost all such cases, no non-Serbs were told to evacuate
an area prior to a Serbian offensive. In instances where a Croatian offensive was anticipated (such as in
western Slavonia in late November, for example), Serbian forces evacuated occupied territory and
demanded that the local Serbian population flee with them. In almost all cases, Serbian insurgents
frightened the villagers into fleeing, claiming that Croatian "Usta¥as" were planning an attack and
slaughter of the Serbian population and the burning and looting of Serbian homes, a fear reinforced by
the Belgrade press. In television interviews, Serbian refugees from western Slavonia "have themselves
disputed that it was the Croats who forced them to leave their homes. . . . [Rather,] Serb refugees said
the federal army gave them 48 hours to flee."*

Killing, Assault and Harassment of Journalists

Helsinki Watch is concerned about the large number of journalists who have been killed,
wounded, physically assaulted or otherwise attacked while reporting on the war in Croatia. According
to the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ), Yugoslavia was "the most perilous site for journalists”
in 1991.%7 According to the IFJ, some of the journalists killed in Yugoslavia were deliberately targeted
because of their professional affiliation.*®

Since July 26, 1991, at least 16 foreign and domestic journalists have been killed while covering
the war in Croatia. Nine journalists have been captured and subsequently released by Serbian forces and
four remain missing. At least 28 journalists have been wounded while covering the war in Croatia. At
least 63 have been attacked and over 38 have been otherwise harassed (i.e., threatened, property
confiscated).®

Deaths
The following journalists were killed while covering the war in Croatia under circumstances in
which Serbian forces or INA were or may have been responsible:

® On July 26, Egon Scotland, a 42-year-old German reporter for the Munich-
based Sueddeutsche Zeitung and his colleague, Peter Wuest, were fired upon
reportedly by armed Serbs. The two men were driving in a clearly marked press

*Ibid.

¥Tbid.

"Record Number of Journalists Reported Killed in 1991," Associated Press, Janﬁary 6, 1992. According to
the IFJ, of the 83 journalists killed worldwide in 1991, 21 were killed in Yugoslavia alone. More journalists have
been killed since the IFJ released its report in late December.

*Tbid.

¥ The figures in this section were gathered in Helsinki Watch interviews with witnesses and information from
the International and American PEN Centers, the Committee to Protect Journalists, the Foreign Press Bureau in

Zagreb, Croatia, and non-Yugoslav press and wire reports.
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car when they were attacked as they left the village of Glina. Scotland was
wounded by gunfire and bled to death on the way to the hospital.

® Stjepan Peni¢, a Vukovar radio producer and correspondent for Glas
Slavonije, was killed on August 4 near the town of Dalj. His body was
discovered on August 19.

® Gordan Lederer, a cameraman for Croatian Television, was critically injured
in Kostajnica on August 9. Despite a request by his colleagues, the Yugoslav
army refused to transport the wounded Lederer to the hospital and he died.

® Zarko Kaji¢, a cameraman for Croatian Television, was killed in Osijek on
August 28, reportedly after he was fired at by an armored Yugoslav army
vehicle.

® On August 29, Djuro Podboj, a technician for Croatian Television, was killed
in the town of Beli Manastir reportedly during an attack by Serbian forces.

® Nikola Stojanac, a technician for Croatian Television, was killed on September
15 in the Gospi¢ area reportedly while he was trying to film Yugoslav army jets.

® On September 19, Pierre Blanchet, a correspondent for the French weekly,
Nouvel Observateur, and Damien Ruedin, a correspondent for Radio Suisse
Romande, were killed when their vehicle hit a mine outside army barracks near
Petrinja.

® Zoran AmidZi¢, Bora Petrovi¢, Dejan Mili¢evi¢ and Sreten Ili¢ of Belgrade
Television were killed on October 9 on the road between Petrinja and Glina in
circumstances still unclear.

® Zivko Krstievi¢, a cameraman for WTN, was killed in the town of Turanj,
near Karlovac, on December 30, by a mortar reportedly launched by Serbian
forces.

On September 4, two French journalists, Jean-Pierre Musson and Eric Micheletti, were captured
by Serbian paramilitaries and taken to Yugoslav army authorities in Banja Luka. Although their

equipment was confiscated, both men were released three days thereafter.

Disappearances

On September 6, Maciej Maciejewski and Marcin Kowalczki, journalists for the Polish Dziennik
Lodzki, were captured by armed Serbs near Vrgin Most and were accused of spying. Their release was
negotiated by diplomats. On September 26, WTN reporters, Diviek Quemener ar Jacques Languein,
their guide, Alan Bubalo, and two French journalists reportedly were captured by .crbian paramilitaries
near Pakrac. After three days, they were handed over to the Yugoslav army and were subsequently

The whereabouts of four journalists remains unknown.

On September 1, Viktor Nogin and Genadi Kurinoj, a reporter and cameraman for Soviet

18



Television, left Belgrade for Zagreb, via Osijek, and have not been heard from since. They were driving
a dark blue Opel Omega with diplomatic license plates. They are presumed to have been killed.

Radio Vukovar correspondent Sini§a Glavasevi¢ and cameraman Branimir Polovina have been
missing since the city of Vukovar fell to Serbian forces on November 19. It is believed that they were
removed from a column of civilians evacuating Vukovar Hospital and that they are being held by Serbian
forces within Vukovar or in a detention camp in Serbia.

Restrictions on Free Expression

Forced Mobilization

Helsinki Watch is alarmed by what appears to be an effort by the Serbian government to silence
anti-war activists and opposition figures by sending them to the battlefields in Croatia. This practice is
most widespread in Vojvodina and Belgrade. The most notable example of such forced mobilization is
the case of Nenad Canak, President of the League of Social Democrats of Vojvodina/Yugoslavia (Liga
Socijaldemokrata Vojvodine/Jugoslavije - LSV/]) and a vocal anti-war activist and opposition figure. On
November 7, Canak® was arrested by local police and taken to the police station: he was subsequently
transferred to military police custody and taken to a military detention center. Canak was then sent to
Ilok, Croatia, as a member of the volunteer corps of the army. Canak’s arrest and forcible mobilization
was vehemently protested by many domestic and foreign organizations and he was subsequently released
on December 12.

Although Canak’s case received much publicity, Helsinki Watch has received reports of similar
cases of arrests and subsequent mobilization of anti-war activists by Serbian authorities and the Yugoslav
army, particularly in the province of Vojvodina and among independent-minded journalists in Belgrade.
Repression against ethnic Hungarian anti-war activists is also taking place. Reportedly, after peaceful anti-
war demonstrations were held in the Hungarian communities of Zenta and Temerin, special police forces
intimidated ethnic Hungarians in Zenta and Ada, the seat of the Hungarian community in Vojvodina. The
organizers of the demonstration, Janos Szabo, Jozsef Bodo, and Jozsef Papp were arrested and their
whereabouts were not disclosed to their families.

Criminal Charges

The Serbian government has also tried to silence and intimidate opposition politicians and political
groups by bringing criminal charges against them. In early January, charges were brought against Vuk
Draskovi¢, leader of the Opposition Serbian Renewal Movement (Srpski Pokret Obnove -- SPO) that has
criticized President MiloSevi¢’s policies in Croatia and Serbia. On March 9-10, 1991, demonstrations
were held in Belgrade to protest Serbian government control of the media. Excessive police force and
an ensuing riot resulted in the deaths of a 17-year-old youth and one police officer. At least 203 were
wounded. Demonstration participants and organizers -- including Dradkovi¢ -- were arbitrarily arrested
and harassed.® Almost one year later, charges have been brought against Draskovi¢ purportedly
because of his role in organizing the March demonstrations. Dragkovié is charged with bearing the
responsibility for the deaths of two men, the injuries of 29 individuals and 15.5 million dinars worth of
material damage. If convicted, DraSkovié could face fifteen years in prison.

Helsinki Watch believes that the charges brought against Vuk Drakovi¢ are unjustified and are

“ Canak was interviewed by a Helsinki Watch representative on December 17, in Novi Sad.

“For an account of human rights violations and the excessive use of force by the Serbian police, see
"Yugoslavia: The March 1991 Demonstrations in Belgrade,” Helsinki Watch, May 1, 1991.
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being used as a means of political intimidation. Although Draskovi¢ was one of the main organizers of
the March demonstrations, it was the excessive use of force by the Serbian police against demonstrators
that resulted in the ensuing riot. Criminal charges were filed against DraSkovi¢ after he and other
Serbian opposition figures voiced their discontent regarding President Milogevié’s policies toward
Croatia, continued government control of the media and stifling of the Serbian opposition. Helsinki Watch
believes that Draskovi¢’s arrest is being used as a means to intimidate opposition groups in Serbia and
cow them into submission.

Persecution of Anti-War Activists

The Serbian government now portrays anti-war activists as fascists and traitors to the Serbian
nation. Many prominent intellectuals such as Mirko Kova&, Bogdan Bogdanovi¢, Filip David and Vesna
Pedi¢ have been threatened with bodily harm and are otherwise harassed for their opposition or anti-war
activities.” In some cases, groups and persons who refer to themselves as "Yugoslav," rather than
"Serbian," are targets of attacks and harassment. The Serbian government’s propaganda campaign has
resulted in the political marginalization of Serbia’s once-active opposition movement.

Moreover, members of Serbian paramilitary groups and individual vandals have harassed
members of the Serbian opposition, the anti-war movement and the independent or non-Serbian press.
In some cases, Serbian authorities appear to have condoned, if not encouraged, such harassment and
assaults. In November, the headquarters of the Center for Anti-War Activities was vandalized. On
November 11, five men vandalized the headquarters of the Reformist Party of Serbia, an opposition group
that advocates the maintenance of a single, democratic Yugoslavia.”® The Belgrade headquarters of
Yutel, a pan-Yugoslav television program based in Sarajevo, was also ransacked and members of its staff
were physically assaulted. Helsinki Watch is not aware of any arrests by the Serbian authorities of
individuals responsible for such violence.

Press Restrictions

Helsinki Watch is concerned about reports that the Yugoslav army is forcing local newspapers
in Kragujevac and other areas in inner Serbia to print lists of persons whom the INA claims are army
deserters who fled from the battlefields in Croatia. Military authorities reportedly intended to post such
lists in public areas. At anti-war rallies in Serbia, petitions were signed protesting such action by the
Yugoslav military. According to the Center for Anti-War Activities, 680 people signed such a petition
at an anti-war meeting in Belgrade on December 29. Thereafter, the military authorities revoked their
demands that such names be publicly disclosed. Helsinki Watch does not question the JNA’s role in
maintaining discipline in the army. However, Helsinki Watch is concerned that the public disclosure of
the names of purported deserters could lead to reprisals against them or their families by paramilitary
groups or individual extremists. Moreover, by demanding that local newspapers publish such lists,
Yugoslav military authorities are interfering with freedom of the press.

The Albanian-language press in Kosovo has either been banned by the Serbian authorities (as in
the case of the Albanian-language daily Rilindja) or completely subordinated to the Belgrade media (as
in the case of Radio/Television Pristina). The governments in Vojvodina and Montenegro have effectively
wrested all control of the press from journalists. Journalists, regardless of th-'r national or ethnic
affiliation, have been harassed throughout Vojvodina for their support of the poi...cal opposition. The

“Gee Slobodan Kostié, "Grafit na jasenovatkom cvetu,” Borba, December 12, 1991, p. 22.

9See Dugan Stojanovié, "Yugoslav Military Bombards Dubrovnik, Appears Near to Capturing Vukovar,”
Associated Press, November 11, 1991.
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managing directors and editors of the Radio/Television Novi Sad were replaced by the provincial
government. In addition to Vojvodina’s Serbian-language media, Hungarian-, Ruthenian-, Romanian-,
and Slovak-language presses also were purged. Directors, editors and journalists unsympathetic to the
provincial government or Belgrade’s politics were replaced at the following newspapers: Dnevnik,
Poljoprirednik, Hlas Ljudu, Libertatee, Ruske Slovo, Het Nap and Magyar Szo.

Continuing Human Rights Abuses in Kosovo

The Serbian misdemeanor law, which allows for up to 60 days imprisonment, has been grossly
abused by Serbian authorities in Kosovo. Instead of prolonged detention, ethnic Albanians are being
imprisoned several times for short periods. Many Albanians are arrested for committing so-called "verbal
crimes," such as "insulting the socialist, patriotic, national and moral feelings of the citizenry," "insulting
a public official, institution or organization," and "conveying disturbing news." In many cases, Albanians
are charged with such "crimes" for their support of Albanian nationalism, of independence from Serbia
and of republic status for Kosovo or union with Albania. Those convicted are usually given 30- to 60-
day prison sentences and by the time an appeal is filed and a hearing is granted, an individual has already
served his or her prison term. Many Albanians have served multiple misdemeanor sentences, and the
practice is being abused so as to silence, intimidate and harass opponents and critics of the Serbian regime
in Kosovo. Moreover, some Albanians are summoned by the police for interrogations or, what is
commonly referred to as an "informative discussion" (informativni razgovor). In some cases, ethnic
Albanians have been beaten during such interrogations.

Rilindja, the only daily Albanian-language newspaper in Kosovo, remains banned; it has been
eighteen months since its forcible closure in July 1990. From October 25 to December 1, 1991, four
Albanian journalists were arrested and imprisoned for publishing a book, a map and two articles which
were deemed to be subversive by the Serbian authorities. Journalists who have been imprisoned for
similar "offenses” in the past have been beaten while in police custody. Albanians have lost their
jobs for refusing to sign loyalty oaths to the Serbian government or the new management which was
installed by the Serbian authorities. Others have been dismissed from their jobs because they organized
and participated in peaceful demonstrations. Some Albanians who have lost their jobs have also lost their
apartments, in which their employers often hold a share. Approximately 300 Albanian families have been
evicted from their homes without a court hearing, to which they are entitled. Dismissals of Albanians
from their jobs and evictions from their homes have led to further economic and

social marginalization of Albanians in Kosovo, where reportedly 86 percent of the population lives below
the poverty line.*

The medical profession in Kosovo has also been purged of Albanians. Reportedly 2,000 Albanian
medical personnel have been dismissed from their jobs. The quality of health care has deteriorated so
drastically that cases of tetanus, diphtheria and child paralysis are appearing among the population. The
delivery and receipt of humanitarian aid by local relief groups is impeded. In some cases, stocks of
humanitarian aid have been confiscated by the Serbian authorities. .

After the Serbian authorities revised the school curriculum so as better to reflect Serbian culture
and history in Kosovo’s education, ethnic Albanian students boycotted classes. The Albanians claimed
that Albanian history and culture were reduced to a bare minimum so as to accommodate the Serbian
curriculum. Moreover, ethnic Albanians object to the institution of Serbian as the main language of
instruction in Kosovo’s schools. Although provisions are made for Albanian-language use in primary and

“ Borba, December 6, 1991.
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secondary schools, Albanians claim that they are deprived of the right to use their language. Helsinki
Watch urges the Serbian government to respect the rights of ethnic minorities in accordance with
principles set forth in various documents of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe
(CSCE), particularly the two documents that summarize the results of the July 1991 experts’ meetings
on ethnic minority rights in Geneva.

Dear President MiloSevié¢ and General AdzZi¢:

This lengthy letter contains only a portion of the information on human rights abuses compiled
by Helsinki Watch. We urgently call on you to end these violations.
We call upon the Yugoslav Army and Serbian forces in Croatia to:

® [nvestigate reports of summary executions and torture of civilians and
disarmed combatants by Serbian military or paramilitary groups and to prosecute
and punish all those guilty of such crimes.

® Refrain from the indiscriminate and disproportionate use of force, which has
caused thousands of civilian deaths and injuries, and cease all discriminate
attacks against civilians -- including journalists -- and civilian objects.

® Immediately and unconditionally release all civilians held hostage. We urge
that all captured combatants be treated humanely and that torture and other

mistreatment cease.

® Make known the whereabouts of all missing persons abducted by Serbian
forces.

® Cease the robbing, pillaging, and forcible confiscation of homes and property.
® Refrain from forcibly displacing persons for non-war related reasons and allow
all persons forcibly displaced to return to their homes without reprisals or

mistreatment against such persons.

® Refrain from mobilizing members of the anti-war movement and political
opposition in Serbia as a means of silencing government critics.

® Refrain from interfering with freedom of the Serbian press by demanding that
it print the names of purported army deserters.

We call upon the Serbian government to:

® Investigate reports of harassment of, and attacks upon, anti-war activists,
opposition groups, and the independent-minded media.

® Drop all criminal charges brought against Vuk Dragkovi¢ for his role in
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organizing the March 1991 demonstrations in Belgrade.

® Cease all harrassment, arrest, demotion and dismissal of independent
journalists and respect freedom of the press.

® Cease all arrests, prosecution and imprisonment of ethnic Albanians who have
peacefully exercised their right to free speech and expression in Kosovo.

® Cease the mistreatment of Albanians held in detention.
® Immediately and unconditionally lift the ban against Rilindja.
® Cease all forms of discrimination against ethnic Albanians in Kosovo,

including the arbitrary dismissal of Albanian workers from their jobs and their
subsequent eviction from their homes.
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: &m Thank you, Chairman Hoyer, for holding this

ey § S important hearing and for inviting me to testify. Xy
e N D namss is Jeri Laber and I am avecutive director of
vy i Helainki Watch, a nupan rights monitoring organisation
— associated with Human Rights Watch. We ?wuinu your
o attention to the growing human rights crisis in tha :
B £ banewr Yugoslav republics, and your commitwent to bhuman righ

R -y R generally.
avrence Negheo
ot} The human rights situation in the republics of -
Miwthes Yugoslavia has worsened dramatically in the past year..
Toumad Kary Helsinki Watch takes no position on the olaims to
Jce L indepandence of the Yugoslav rapublics, provinces or
Redr bomd other regions. Our only concern is that the human
oy rights of all individuals -- including ethnic
gt ninoritiss -- be raspected. A s of our human
Loan Loy rights concerns in the Yugoslav republics includes

Ve violations of the rules of war by Serbian paramilitary
wwﬂ groups, the faderal Yugoslav armad forces and the
Mt Ml Croatian military, such as the summary exescution of
-y oivilians and disarmed combatants; ths indisoriminate
e and disproportionate use of force against olvilian .
Joao 8. Cabm targets: the tortura and mistreatment of detainees; th
o e taking of hostages; the forced displacement and
B b resettlexent of eivilian populations; and the killing
....""'""',.... of and attacks upon a large mumber of journalists

. frl ke covering the war. Moreover, Belsinki Watch is gravely
iwoms | Thotecx concarned about the disappearances of both Barbs and
it e Croats in Croatia and the harassment and repression of
fan Ve S opposition political figures and anti-war activiets in
e Serbia. Halsinki Watch also deplores the continuing
- persecution of the Albanian population of Kosovo.
i Moreover, Helsinki Wetch has documented restrictions n#
Grugery Yol
Smabod Wainined
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- husan rights in thosa regions.
" watch's letters to Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic and

- Milesevic and General Adsic was rslaassd on Janmuary 23. The
letter to Croatian President Franjc Tudjman will be sent to him

. i —— ke

conclusions and main concerns here.

' freedon of exprassion and the press in Croatia, Montenegro and
' Serdia ~- including the provinces of Kosgovo and Vojvodina. We arﬁ

also concerned that the potential for violence in Boania-
ovina and Macedonia will lead to a dramatic worsening of

I believe that you have all been given copies of Bsalsinki

General Blagoje Adzic, Acting Minigter of Defensa and Chief of
Staf?! of the Yugoslav Pecple's Army. The lsttar to President

this week and released to the public on Pebruary 12. We will =mes
that you all receive copies.

Both lettars call upon the realevant parties to take
izmediate steps to investigate and bring to an end flagrant
violations of human rights in areas undar thair contrel. As a
matter of policy, Helsinki Watch does not compare the sxtent of
the violations by the offanding partiss. We did not release the
two letters simultanecusly becauss we wanted teo avoid
comparisons, particularly in the Serbian and Croatian prass, and
because Ve wanted to focus attention on abuses committed by each
respective party on an imdividual basis.

Helsinki Watch's Chair, Jonathan Fanton, and I travelled to
Balgrade in late January in order to mest with Prasident
Xilosevic and Ganaral Adzic. Unfortunately, neither Prasident
Milosevic nor General Adsic agrased to meet with us but we were
received by Dragan Ignjatijavic, Assistant KMinister of Foreign
Affairs of tha Republic of Serbia and by General Milan Pujic,
Assistant Secretary of National Defanse, and Lieutanant General
Viadimir Vojvedic, Director General of the Medical Service of thd
Yugoslav People's Army. Likewise, we will aek to mest with
President Tudjman of Croatia in the coming weeks te discuss our
concerns personally. Numerous vicolations of the rules of war are
being committed by both sides in Croatia; I will summarize our

Yioclations of the Rules of War in Croatia
Summary_Executions and Disappesrances

Helsinki Watch is gravely concernad about the summary
axacution and torture of civi!ians and disarmed combatants in th
war in Croatia, We are also alarmed by the disappearance of
thousands of pecple -- Serba, Croats, and others. We have
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 police officers and membars of the Croatian army. In sone cases,
the republican authorities have lost control over local-lavael

: Serbian forces and the Yugoslav army for prolonged periods of
' time. Nevertheless, the Croatian government is responsibls far

documented 14 cases in which civiliang were summarily executed inf
a brutal manner Serblan paramilitary groups and army
reservists and voluntaers, usually after the fall of a Croatian-
held area to Serbian forcss. In many instances, the Yugoslav army
appears to have been aware of such behavior by the serbian
irregulars and scmetimes by meabers of its own foroes, but it ha
not stopped such massacres. After the fall of various villages
and towns to Serbian forcas, many non-~Sarbs were taken to
destinations and remain: missing. Over 3,000 pecple are nissing
from the city of Vukovar alone, wvhich fall to Serbian trocps in

| I
Croatian forces are sbduct ‘Serbian civilians, sany of
wvhom remain niss or have been found bastially murdered, as in
the case of 34 vho vers massadred near Gospic. Croatien
police and military forcas have arzested Serbs without appsrent
reason =~ particularly in the cities of Sisak and Gospis -- and

their whersabouts remain unknown. Buch flagrant vialations of the

rules of way by Croatian forces are frequantly committed by locali
ccmwanders, particularly in areas vhich have been under siege by

the acts of its agents and the Croatian government must
investigate and vigorously prosecute all human rights abuses on
territory which it controls.

Halsinki Watch has forwarded lists of missing persons ‘
believed to have been captured by Serbian forces to Ceneral Adzic
and President Milosevic. We will present a similar list to
President Tudiman. Helsinki Watch is gravaly concerned that thos
still missing may have been killed by their captors and that
their bodies may have been burned or disposed of in ummarked
graves se as to disguise the nature of their deaths. Ralsinki
Watch is also concerned that the sxistence and vhearsabouts of
certain internment cenhters are being concealed from domestic and
international human rights and humanitarian organizations,
particularly in Serbia.

Excessive and Indiscriminate Use of Foxce

The axcassive and indiscriminate use of force throughout
Groatia by Serbian forces -- particularly by the Yugoslav army =<
has resulted in thousands of civilian deaths and injuries. In

almost all cases, artillery, aerial and naval attacks by Berbian

troops and the Yugoslav army were disproportionats to the threat
posed by Croatian troops, most notably in Dubrovnik, but aiso in
Vukovar, Osijek and elsavhsrae.
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Displacament

Both Croatian and Serbian forces are guilty of torturing
gistreating persons held in detention. Civilian property has
dastroyed by individual extramists as a peans of intimidating
driving out members of the opposite ethnic group. In Croatis,
residences, vacation bomes and places of business owned by Serbe
have been destroyed by Croats, particularly in Dalmatia.
Lixevise, Croatian property in Serbian-controlled areas has been
vandalized while, in other cases, non-Sarbs have been required to
aizzqthcir property over to local Serbian authoritiss bafore
be allowed to leave Serblan-occupied areas. Moreover, Croats,
Rungavians, Czechs and others are being foroibly displaced by
Serbian forces from their homes in Serbian-sccupled territoery in
order to orsate pursly Serbian regions in areas that are
othervise of mixed population. Displaced Sexbé are being
resettied in Serbian-occupied territory in Croatia to consolida
serbian control over regions captured from (roats and to prevent
the original non-Serbian inhabitants from returning. This
practice is concentrated primarily in sastern Slavonia and
Baranja and, to a lesser extent, in ths Knin and eastern
Dalmatian regions.

Eacrassment and Disqrimination

Tndividual harassmant of and discrimination against Serbian
civilians in Croatian-held territory is increasing. In some
instances, local government officials have condoned, encouraged
or perpetrated acts of violence or harassment against Serbian
civilians. The fact that Croatim is engaged in an armed conflict
with Sarbian forces in no way gives individual Creats or Croatiaf
government officials -- whether at tha republican or local level
-~ the right to violate the rights of Serbian civilians who are
law-abiding citizens in Croatia. Moreover, in mid=-1991,
individual Croatian workers authored and organized the signing o
"loyalty oaths" to the Croatian government. The loyalty oaths
wera typically written by Croatian workers and presanted either
to all employees or only to Serbian workers for signatures. Thos
vho refused to sign -- mostly Serbs -- were thraatened with
dismissal or were, in fact, fired from thelir jobs. Alth the
Croatian government belatedly condemnad such campaigns
required the reinstatement of those dismissed, the organisers of
such campaigns vere naver prosecuted. Although the practice of
signing loyalty caths appears to have ceasad, the Croatian
governsent must ensure t such campsi are not rsorganized ir
£ha future, especially in light of growing inter-athnic tansions
and distrust in Croatia.
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EKillings and Attacka Agains: Jownallsts

An alarmingly large mmber of journalists have been killed,
wounded, physically assaulted or otherwise attacked while
reporting on the war in Croatia. On the pasis of Relsinki Watch's
investigations, we have found that at least 17 foreign amd
domestic journalists have besen killed in Croatia in the past
seven months. Nine journalists vere captured and subseguently
released by Serbian forces and four remain missing. At least 28
journalists vere wounded vhile covering the war in Croatia. At
least 63 were attacked and over 38 vere otherwise harassed (i.s.,
threatened, property confiscated, etc.). Although some ©f the
journalists appear to have veen killed or injured by crosstire
during a battle, Nelpinki Watch fears that some of
Journalists killed in Croatia wers deliberately targetted heoausJ

The Serbian government and the Yugoslav army ars also

Serbian oppposition and anti-war activists in Serbia. Hslsinki
Watch is particularly concerned about what appears to be an
effort by the Serbian goverrment to silence anti-war activists
and opposition figures by sending them to the battlefields in
Croatia. Police intimidation has been used against ethnic
Hungarian anti-war activists in the province of Vejvodina.
Individual vandals -- many of whom are belisved to be nenbers of
Serbian paramilitary groups active in Croatia — have harassed
pembers of the Serbian opposition, the anti-war movezent and the
independent or non-Serbian press and have vandalized their
property or assaultad thelir persons. Helsinki watch is not aware
of any efforts by the Serbian government to inveatigate or '
prosecute reported cases of assault and vandalism. Rather, ve ari
concerned that President Milosevic's government is -
and possibly encouraging -- such attacks against thoge opposed tg
his regime or policies.

The Serbjan government has also tried to silance and
intimidats msxbers of the political opposition by yringing
criminal charges against then. Helsinki watch believes that
criminal charges brought against Vuk Draskovic, leader of the
sarbian Renewal Movement, for his role in organising a
deponstration in Belgrade in March 1991 are unjustified. Rather,
the Serbian government bears rasponsiblity for the sxcessive use
of police forca during the March demonstrations, in which two
persons were killed, at least 203 wvere wounded and soores of
demonstration participants and organizers wers arbitrarily
arrested and harassad. Threats of criminal prosacution -- such a*
the charges brought against Vuk Draskovic -—— ars being used by
Prasident Milosavic's government as a means to intimidate :
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opposition groups in Serbia and to oow thex into submission. i

Restrigtions on Freedom of the Press
serious rastrictions on freedoa of the press exist in Serdia

and Croatia. The mainstream Albanian-language press in Rosavo has
either baen banned by the Serbian authorities or completely

daily in Koseve, Rilindia, remains banned 19 months after its
foreible closurs by Serbian authorities. Between Octabar as and
Decembar 1, 1991, four Albanian journslists ware arrested and
imprisoned for publishing a book, & map and two articles which
were desemed subversive by the Serbian authorities.

The governments of Vojvedina and Nontensgro have effectively
taken control of the press in each region. Journalists,
regardiess of their athnic affiliation, have been harassed

out Vojvodina and Montenegro for thelr support of tha
political opposition. In addition to Vojvodina's Serbian-langquag
media, the Hungarian-, Ruthenian-, Romanian-, and Slovak-languag
presses have been purged. The provincial government of Vejvedina
-- which is widely regarded as an appendage of President
Milesevic's regime ~- is currently trying to strenhgthan itz :
control over the Rungarian-language press in Vejvodina. Daspite {
the fact that workers and journalists at the mungarian-language
daily, Maavax Bzo, voted unanimously against the proposad
appointment, Vojvedina's provincial governsent is trying to
install an editer-in-chief who is an adherent of President
Milosavic's policies.

In Croatia, after the adoption of a presidential decree in
early November, foreign and domastic press reports about the war
are subject to censorship by Croatian authorities. According te
the new regulations, all media must comply with instructions
issusd by a government-appointed committas, local adminiatrative
bodies or regional defenss centers before they can raport on the!
war in Croatia. In effect, the decree establishes censorship
panels on both the republican and local levels. Journalists can
be sentenced to a maxioum of five years' imprisonment for
reporting military information if they fail to cbtain permission
from the Croatian armsd forces. Helsinki Watoh belisves that such
a dscree seriously impedes freedom of the prees in Croatia. The
Croatian government has made no case for the impoaition of such
press restrictions and it has failad to prove that the press in
any vay obstructed military operations or endangered the
republic's security. )

Continuing Human Rights Abuses in Kosqvg

The Serbian government's oppression of ethnic Albanians in
6
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ijsovo is the most protracted human rights preblem in ruqonlavii.
 Physical mistreatment in detention remains a serious problem,
vhile systematic discrimination has increased dramatically in the
past year.

- pehnic Albanians continue to be jailed for nonviolent
‘political "offenses,® including passession of certain Albanian-
‘language publications, :::.gurtioipntion in peaceful .
idemonatrations and for teing so-called "“varbal orimes,” such
‘as "insulting the socialist, patriotic, national and moral
:feelings of the citia-nr¥,' "insulting a 1i¢ official, A
‘{institution or organigzatien," and “conveying disturbing news.®
‘Most Albanians are sentenced to 0= to 60-day prison terms for
‘having committed such "offenses.® By the time an appeal is filed
and a bearing is granted, an individual has already sarved his .
'santence. Many Albanians have sarved multiple 30~ to 60-day
-pentances; the is to silence, intimidate and harass
‘opponents and critics of the Serbian regime in Xosaove.

‘ over 20,000 Albanians -- including 2,000 medical pexsonnel =
- loxt thair jcbs bacauss of ethnic discriaination in 1991. Meny
.Albanians vere dismissed from their jobs and wers subsequently
.replaced by &erbian and Mentanegrin workers. Albanians have lost
thair jobs because they refused to sign loyalty caths to the
Serbian governmant, or becauses they organised or participated in
peaceful demonstrations. Approximately 300 Albanian families have
‘baen illegally evicted from their homes. Such actions have
‘worsened the socio-economic marginalization of Albanians in
Rosovo, whare 86 parcent of the population already lives below
the poverty line.

Dnited Gtates Poligy

In contrast to the activism of tha Buropean Compunity, the
United States has reacted sluggishly and ineffactivaly to the
crisis in the Yugoslav republica. Although the United states,

particularly the Bmbassy in Belgrade, has publicly criticizead
human rights abuses in each republic, the Bush Administration has

devoted too much energy to trying to prasarva Yugoslav unity and
the faltering government of former Prime Ninister Ante Markovie
rather than to addreses the human rights violations by individual
republican governzents and the Yugoalav army.

The United States appeaars to have opted for "quiet j
diplomacy” in dealing with the Yugoslav ailitary. Its approach '
has been to exercise its influence with the !ugocluv military by
urging it to refrain frox attacks against civilians in Croatia
and from expanding the war into the ethnically-mixed republic of
Besnia-Barcagovina. ) .

~ While Helsinki Watch understands the aany factors that the
‘United States govermment must weligh in its foreign policy
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decisions, as a human rights orgarization we believe that the
United States should distance itsal? from abusive governments or
security forces angaged in the systematic and egregicus abuse of
human rights. The ted Statas should have exsmined aarly on
vays to punish the Yugoslav military and to prevent it from
_comaitting further abuses. Moreover, because paramilitary groups -
. supported by the Serbian govermmant act in conjunction with the
Yugoslav military in attacking civilian targets in Croatia and
pecause Serbian authorities are responsible for the systematic
abuse of human rights in Xosovo, Helsinki Watch belisvas that
asancnic sanctions should have been directsd at both the Serbian
government and the Yugoslav army.

The Bush Admninistration followed the Ruropean Comsunity's -
lead and imposed economic sanctions against lavia in
November. An arms enbargo was alsc imposed aga Yugoslavia.

‘Currently, the United States can best exercise its diplomatic and
-political influence by trying to convince Greeace and non-European
Community members to impose similar sanctions against the
Yugoslav military and the Serbian government.

In their asetings with Croatian government officlals, the
United States Embassy has freguently raised its concerns about -
huaan rights violations by Croatian forces. Helsinki Watch calls
upon the U.$. to publicly express such concerns so as to bring
greater pressurs on Croatian authorities to emsure that the human
rights of all of Croatia's citizens -- including Croats, Serbs
and others -- ars respacted and that those found gullty of
violating those rights are brought to justice. Insofar as local
police or military officers are guilty of continued violations of
human rights and humanitarian law, the Croatian government must
take disciplinary action against all pesrpstrators of such abuses.
The Croatian government must also be urged to take disciplinaxy
measures against the perpetrators' immediate superiors, ar
as it can be established that such abuses ars condonad -- or
poasibly sncouraged -- Dy local military or police commanders.
Ehould the Croatian government fail tc take such steps and should
egregious abuses of human rights and humanitarian lav continue,
Helsinki Watch advocates that sanctions also be directed against
the Croatian government and any abusing agencies, such as abusive
security forces or abusive local governments.

The United States should take active steps to condemn, and
bring an end to the flagrant viclations of human rights amd ‘
humanitarian law in the Yugoslav republics. Such U.S5. leadership
would signal that gross abuses of human rights will not be
tolerated ss a way of resolving historical grievances, ethnic
disputes and territorial claims.

Thank you again for this oppartunity to appear bototi you.




