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U.S. Recognizes 3 Breakaway
- .

By DAVID BINDER
Specialtu The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 7 = The Unit-
cd States, which for months held sut for
a unilied Yupnriavia, announced taday
that it was recnpnizing the independ-
ence of three of that country's seces-
sionist republics.

President Bush said jn a statemont
issued by the White House thal he
would nove immediately to ostublish
diplamatic relations with Besnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia and Slovenia, the
three republics that have been recog.
nized already by the Luropean Com-
munity.

The: American declaration came
nine maonths after a civi] war broke oul
in Yugoslavia, fullowing the independ-
ence moves of Slovenia and Croatia,
The conflict has smashed the founda-
tions of the federation of six republics
that had arisen under Communist rule
at the end of World War I1. Bosnia and
Herzegovina announced jts independ-
ence 1ast month and the European
Community tendered formal recogni
tion on Monday,

Splitin 5 Parts

This means that on the territory of
whut once was the six-republic nation
of Yugoslavia, there nuw are five sepa.
rate ¢ntities, These are the three inde-
pendent countries, Slovenia, Croatla
and Nospia and Herzegovina; the rem-
nants of the Yugoslav state, made up of
the republics of Serbia and Montene.

gro, and the secessivnist republic of
Macedonia,

The independence of Macedunia has
not yel been officially recognized hy
the European Communlty or the Unit-
ed Slales vul uf deference to Greece,
which already has u region named Ma-
cedonia and is opposed W un indepand-
ent Macedonia out of concern it would
have claims to Greek territory.

The Administration action was de-
gigned to bring United $tatcs policy
mto line with that of the Europcun
Community on Yugoslavia, The cum-
munity recognized Croatia and Sluye-
nia in January.

Vance Mediation Eifort

The United States held back then
beemse the United Nations envay, Cy-
tis R, Vance, a former scorelary of
State, was engaped in negotiations ta
end the fighting in the region and sen.
jor United States « ficials believed
Amurican  recognition in  Januvary
might set back the chances for the
United Nations to arrange a solution. A
United Nations peacekeeping force has
now been approved and initial ele-
ments have already arrived in Croatia
to take up positions between Serbs and
Croats.

The statement issucd by the White
House said the United States would
also "work intensively” with the Euro-
pran Community toward concurrent
rgvhgnil_lgl_'l of Macedonia. Juint recog-

The Bush statement said (hat ag o
result of American recognition, the Ad-
minigtration  wauld  ift  sauctions
aguainst Basnia and Herzegovina, Cro-
at1a, Macedonia and Slovenfa. The
sanctions, involving Luth ceonomic aid
and trade bencfits, were applied to al)
of Yugoslavia last December,

The Administration said these sanc-
tions would be lifted from Serbia ang
Mantenegro as soon as those two re-
publics ceased blockading commieyes
with Macedonia and Bosnia and Herze-
gavina,

On a day wlien the Hyuse Foreign
Affairs Commitiee di afted u resolution
pressmg for United States recognition
of Croatia and Siuvenia, the Adminis.
tration (ook pains 1o explain its ratio-
nale for delaying such action.

A year ago, when Slovenia and Cro-
atia were threalening to secede, Secre-
tary of State James A. Baker 3d strang-
ly urged against such a move and
sought (o hold together the Yugoslav
federation. And Washington fruiflessly
sought Lo delay the Eurapean Commu-
nity recognition when it was pushed by
Germany at the cnd of last yesr amd
accymplished in January.

Judy Smith, the White House spokes-
woman, said, ““the reazon why we did it
was because now we feel that it can
contribute to the peaee process,” Mur-
garet D. Tutwiler, the State Dopart-
ment spakeswaman, pointed out that
Mr. . Vance, the United Nations special

Wik =]
Yugoslav Republics

envay % the Yugaslav crisis, had
warned repuistedly agamst mmoving
precipittsly,” and nuted: “We luok
very serpusly what the former Secre-
tary of Shye said.”

Al the¢ Vhite House, a ‘‘senior offi-
c1al,' askng not to be identified said,
“We have gl that for the United States
(o have priveeded with selective recog-
nitionn -~ tht is of Croatia or Slovenia
— befare mw would not have served
lhe purpost of voataining and ending
the conflict.

U.S. Idiflerence Denied

The officiarejected suggestions (hat
the United Sutes had distanced itself
from the Ywoslav conflict or re-
main¢d relatiely fndifferent Lo i “We
did not simply wait," he said. ““We touk
advantage of he continued influence
that we did heve,” particularly ‘with
regard (o the intensified combat in
Busnia and Herwegovina.

He said that ofter a referendum on
March 1 endorsed independence for
Bosma and Herzigovina, the Adminis-
tratian had pressud the Evuropean Com-
munity to recognme the sovereignty of
the governmenl n Sarajevo, saying,
“‘We think that il's ¢ritical that you
move with us with regard tu Bosnia,
because if we don't, we may have
stopped a war in ore jocation, we may
now see a war, perhaps an cven worse
wdr, in the other.’ 56, we think we've
accomplished that as well.”
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Yugoslavia Calls Air Strike

By CHUCK SUDETIC
Special 10 The New Yerk Times

SARAJEVD, Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na, April 7 — The Serbian-led Yugoslay
Army ordered air strikes today on pre-
dominantly Croat-populated (owns
only hours before the United Siates
recognized Bosnia and Herzepgovina as
an independent state.

According 10 a Yugostav Army
spokesman, the pre-dawn air attacks
on the towns of Siroki Brijeg and Citluk
in western Herzegovina were ordered
in retaliation for an all-night assault by
Croatian militiamen on Serbian foreces
at Mostar Airport.

The fighting around Maostar, a logis-
tically important junction city, ¢pened
a new front in the spreading, violence
pitting ethnic Serbs against FMuslim
Slavs and their Croatian allics in a
iconfhet that is rapidly assuming the
‘character of civil war,

Street corners in Sarajevo, the capi- .
tal, were today being guarded by men :
and boys wearing berets and higging |

%a.(/é %2

protesters occupying its main  hall
forced a smaitering of legitimatety
elected representatives to convene in a
small room usually reserved for press
conferences. This evening artillery
rounds exploded over the city.

13 Reported Dead

At least 13 people died in violence
throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina tc-
day, Sarajeva Television said.

After the aenial attacks Alija Izetbe-
govic, the Muslim-Slav President
charged the Yugoslay Army with wag-
INg war on his republic.

“The bomhing and recketing of Sir-

“ ok Brijeg and Citluk were an attack on

the Croat people and Bosnia and Herze-

govina, which is an internationally rec-:

ognized sovereign state,"” he sad.

But cven with jts statehood recog-
nized by the European Community and
the United Siates, Mr. Izetbegovic and
Bosnia and Herzegovina’s other lead-
ers were faced with having maost of the
country under the control of either the

automatic rifles. Sniper fire siruck the | Yugoslav Army, which s direcied
republic’'s Parliament building while | from Belgrade, or by the growing num-

ber of militias in the region.

The Eastern Orthadox Serbs, who
acoount for about 31 percent of Bosnja
and Herzegovina’s 4.3 million people
but control &) percent of its territory.
are averwhelmingly epposed to Inde
pendence. The Mustim Slavs and Ro-
man Catholic Croats, who make up
about 61 percent of the republic's popu-;
lateon, generally favor independence.

As the nationalist tensions rose, lead-
ers of the Serb community respanded

to the internationat recognition by de-
claring the independence of what {hey;
Called the Serb Republic of Bosnia and.
Herzegovina. In this they followed the
precedent of what Serbs had done in
portions of Croatia soon after that re-
public seceded from Yugeslavia.

The Serb leaders here claimed the
right to assaciate their lands with Ser-
bia and Montenezro in what would be a
Serb-dominated remnant of Yugosla-
via. Meanwhiie, the two Serbs on Baos-
nia and Herzegovina's executive coun-

cil today resigned.
The Serb milttias here have bren

s on Croat Towns in New Republic

armed by the Yugoslay Army, which
has beccme almost entirely Serbian
with mass desartieas by Muslim Slavs
and Crcarts,

Denial by Army

The Yugosav Army, wkich has an
estimated 10C00¢ trocps stationed in
Bosnia and Herzegoving, has a vast
advantage 11 *repowar over the Croat
militiamen agz:nst whor 31 qas bzen
Wwaging cpen warfare for several gays.

“The eviderce is Browing siroager
by the dav that the army is backing he
Serbs in 3osnia.”’ a Wastemn diplamat
W Sarajeve said today.

The army dentes it is lazing sides
Against EBosna and Herzegovina's
elected gowvernmen:, and says thkat
army uaiis on Sarajeve’s owskirts and
around its 3irpost are there for protec- |
tiom,

"“Yugoslav Army units toak Lp pasi-
tions two days ago le defend the cicy,” |
the Sarasevo com mander, Gen. iluzin
Kukan ac said ““We 1ave enemiog who
are putlirz out disinfermation ajmed
al creating chacs mside a2 army.”'
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The Globe and Mail, Wednesday, April 8, 1992

Yugosla‘v planes

attack Bosnia

Reuter and Associated Press

| SARAJEVO — Yugoslav air force

planes launched artacks in Bosnia
and Merzegovina vesterday, and
Serbs opposed to the republic's split
from Yugoslavia claimed large parts
ofits territory as their own.

Sarajevo radio said six civilians,
including a 14-year-old, were killed
and 30 were injured when aircraft

fired missiles on the southwestern
. town of Siroki Brijeg. The military
denmied the raid, saying it had
attacked nearby military instal-
lations.

Fighting between rival Serbs,
Muslims and Croars flared again in
several towns, one day after the Eu-
ropean Community announced it
would recognize Bosnia's indepen-
dence.

“The crisis in Bosnia-Herzegovina
has now entered the phase of civil
war, with a great number of human
casualties,” the Yugoslav govem-
ment said in a statement condemn-
ing the EC.

The United Nations authorized
the earliest possible full deployment
of a 14,000-member peacckeeping
force that will try to scparate warring
Serbs and Croats in neighbouring
Croatia. So far only advance parties
have arrived.

UN Sccretary-General Boutros
Bout;os-Ghali said a three-month
ceasefie in Croatia remained fragile
and warned of “serious dangers” if
deployment were delayed [urther.

Serbs opposed to split from republic
claim large territory as their own

The United States also recognized
Dosnia yesterday as well as Slovenia
and Crualia, which won EC recogni-
tion in January. 3

Leaders of RBusnia's Serb minority,
which opposes the break sought by
Muslims and Croats, proclaimed an
unofficial Serb republic within Bos-
nia and reserved the right to unite
with the remnants of Yugoslavia.

“This is a great day for the Serb
peeple in Bosnia-Herzegovina,” Ser-
bian leader Radovan Karadzic told
television in the Serbian and Yu-
goslav capital, Belgrade.

The Serbian proclamation deep-
ened Bosnia's worst political chaos
since the Sccond World War, The
bloodshed is the worst in Bosnia in
that period, and dozens of peaple
have been killed in clashes, Scores
more have been wounded and thou-
sands forced to flee their homes. -

In Belgrade, the federal govern-
ment denounced recognition of Bos-
nia, which will reduce Yugoslavia to
Serbia, its ally Montencgro, and Ma-
cedonia, which also wants indepen-
dence.

In a protest to leaders of the Serb-
led army, Bosnian President Alija
Jzetbegovic demanded an end to
army attacks, which he said had also
damaged Medjugorje, a place of pil-
grimage for Roman Cartholics.

Bosnian officials told the army,
which has tens of thousands of
troops in Bosnia, not to oppos¢ rec-
ognition,
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