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Memorandum

From: HDB
To: Prime Minister Milan Panic
Date: August 10, 1992.

Several important developments took place today, and I want to
bring them to your attention:

1. The Senate will vote tomorrow on a very serious resolution
concerning the situation in Bosnia and Hercegovina.

2. Understand you are invited to Brussels.

3. People who want to work with you and help are concerned that
you are gaining the perception that you talk too much and do not
listen to others enough; that this deters from the efforts you
are trying to accomplish.
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Memorandum -- August 12, 1992

t (.
To: The Hon. Milan Panic ?%544

From: HDB

This is a two part memo -- the first part, offering you an excellent
opportunity to bring about a scoop while you are with Donaldson.
The second is about him.

1. After receiving several phone calls and reading Tanjug, we have
learned that the so2called "POW" who allegedly has been mistreated --
in a Serbian-controlled detention center —-- the one whose photograph
is on the cover of Time and Newsweek this week and who was in the
forefront of all of the television shots of "the camps," is a

Serb. His sister, Miroslava Prilisauer, lives in Vienna. I talked
with her this evening. She said that she recognized him when she

saw the photos about 10 PM Aug 6 and they were later confirmed by

her mother and sister. She says that he had lung and kidney problems
two years ago, and a lung operation 10 years ago.

/
She also recognized another brother, Zoran Konjevic, sitting down with
the group eating. I am not certain that it was in the same camp. He
also is Serb.

Slobodan Konjevic is the front cover hero.
The big questions to be answered today are:

1. 1If they are Serb as their sister says, why are Serbs being held
in a Serb-controlled camp?

2. Was this truly a Serb-controlled camp?

3. Why don't you ask to get them out so we can have them interrogated
directly?

Slobodan is supposed to be the one with the beard and the lungs showing
who appeared in the front of all the shots.

If you could get that story out immediately, if it is true, it would
help considerably in the UN Council vote.

The sister's phone number in Vienna is 43-1-424 8274.

She said she did not know .where their third brother , Dushko, is,

nor where their aunts are. She had moved from Sarajevo 18 years ago
when she got married, but has seen her family frequently until lately.
She is very emotional.

—————
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2. The resolutions passed by both the House and the Senate today
are not binding, but are not helpful. The Senate had 22
against it. The House was by a voice vote because we were
concerned about an overwhelming defeat.

They, of course, will help spin the UN along -- but proof of that
phony camp could helpabh7941%z)

3. Please read this enclosed article carefully -- as it also explains
some of the above. appeared in the New Statesman today.

4. This paragraph is for your eyes alone. Since Sam Donaldson is
accompanying you to do a story for Prime Time, I urge you to be
carefff ¥to ti ref2§ njemu. Do not shoot from the hip about

"getting rid of this guy" or that or whatever. You only say you
are striving diligently to try to turn things around, to get rid of
all Communists as fast as possible, end the war, have peace and
push the economy forward.

The hip-shooting statements have caused eyebrows to be raised over
your competency in the political executive world -- that position.

I have to tell you this because I am your friend and I want you to
succeed. Rada-was in and we, talked about this and she has heard some
of it from other sources. Eavaj se, eli onaj novinar es?vrag ko naj
volje da putsa nekoga, or da metne nekoga na nozZu.....molim te da

v v v t 5 .

cuvas se. Svaki rec trebas mislit prije nego reces pred njega.

Will be anxious to heard about your success on the trip.. 1If the
road stays bpen, it will be a great success. There was not much
hope here believing that it would. Now is the time to fool them.

Best regar%s
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Memorandum
SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING

To: The Hon. Milan Panic
From: HDB
Date: Aug. 12, 1992.

1. CNN had a 15 minute segment on Yugoslavia tonight. Compared to its
reporting in the past week of the Yugoslav civil war, the report was
almost more balanced than any have ever been. Among other things, the
footage included pictures of barbed wire having been taken down in one
camp - a positive sign.

I have done more investigating on Slobodan Konjevic today. His sister
says that he is 37 years old, and I also received a photocopy (via fax)
of his picture which was taken last year. He resembles the image of

the skinny figure portrayed on the CNN footage of a detention camp in
Bosnia.

Slobodan Konjevic is the skinny man pictured on page 16 (enclosed) of
the latest "Newsweek" and on the front page of the "N.Y. Times" of
August 7. However, I have not seen him in the fresh footage of
detention camps shown on CNN today.

It would be a tremendous achievement for you if you could track down
this man, and his brother Zoran (who was also identified by their
sister as being a prisoner in the camp), and re-unite them with her in
Vienna. I am certain that you would get much positive press coverage
for that, as well as raise some questions about the validity of the
report which stated that the camp shown last week was Serb-run.

2. While we are on the subject of publicity, a woman is interested in
writing a book about you. She is willing to write objectively, and at
length, about what has happened to the Serbs in the past and what is
happening to Yugoslavia these days, by tying this background in with
your life. Would you be agreeable?

3. The all-for-all exchange of prisoners has raised some questions for
fear that many Serbian POWs have been killed by their captors - and
therefore the exchange would be one sided.

PLEASE REPLY TO:

WASHINGTON OFFICE: DISTRICT OFFICE:
1810 LONGWORTH BUILDING 200 EasT JorPa RoaD DISTRICT OFFICE: DISTRICT OFFICE:
WasHiNGTON, DC 205 15-2002 Towson, MD 21204 7458 GERMAN HiLL Roap 6 NORTH MAIN STREET
TELEPHONE: (202) 225-3061 TELEPHONE: (410) 337-7222 DunpALk, MD 21222 BEL A, MD 21014
FAX: (202) 225-4251 O FAX: (410) 337-0021 0 Tewerrone: (410) 285-2747 [  Tewerrone: (410) 879-2517

BUY U.S.Al SAVE AMERICAN JOBSI



4. Also some questions as to Yugoslavia’s recognition of the state of
Bosnia and Hercegovina within its present borders. What happens to
Western Hercegovina which Croatia controls? Various newspapers say
there should be a return to the negotiations of cantonization of
Bosnia-Hercegovina, as the three nationalities started to do. Maybe
you could call for this to happen.

L

\
Sincerely yours,

Helen}%giich Bentley

Member of Congress
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DATE: September 8, 1992

TO: Prime Minister Milan Panic URGENT
Please read the attached carefully. There are only
two weeks left. It is urgent we get this material.

If the material can't be secured from UDBA we will

have to try another source, but I believe that UDBA has

the information.

URGENT URGENT URGENT URGENT

FROM: Congresswoman Helen Delich Bentley
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To: Milan Panich

From: Helen Delich Bentley

Date: August 26, 1992

RE: URGENT REQUEST FOR HOLOCAUST MUSEUM

The Serbian Community stands a good chance of being forever excluded
from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, but there is still a
way of preventing this from happening.

This Washington Museum -- only one of three like it in the world (the
others are Yad Vashem in Tel Aviv, and in Los Angeles) =-- is completing
its permanent displays within the next 30 days. Despite numerous
requests to the Yugoslav Government for help, to date there is little
or nothing among these displays pertaining to Yugoslavia.

We have 30 days to supply the Museum with these materials, and preserve
this vital history for posterity. Otherwise, nothing that we may ever
contribute in the future will be made part of the permanent displays.
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE. Dr. Radu Ioanid, Director of the Photo
Research Department, asserts that the permanent displays will be
expanded to include film and pictures from Yugoslavia if received in
time.

Dr. Ioanid believes that such materials are available from UDBA, the
Yugoslav Secret Police, but that they have not been released so far
because of the former, Titoist policy making this subject a taboo. As
noted above, the Museum has approached the Yugoslav Government on many
occasions for these materials but with no success. The Yugoslavs,
aside from some artifacts obtained by Clara Mandich, have been
nonresponsive.

WE NEED AN EXECUTIVE ORDER (OR WHATEVER OTHER PAPERS ARE APPROPRIATE
ACCORDING TO YUGOSLAVIA’S FEDERAL RULES OF PROCEDURE) FROM YOU TO UDBA
AND ANY AND ALL OTHER APPROPRIATE GROUPS OR PARTIES DIRECTING THE
IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF ALL WAR-ERA FILM FOOTAGE AND PHOTO STILLS
PERTAINING TO SERB VICTIMS OF THE HOLOCAUST. Radio Television
Belgrade may also be able to help. I will speak to you about transport
and other details -- in the future we will also need books, articles,
records of personal stories, private pictures, etc...

We also need to arrange funding for Dr. Jovan Mirkovic, former director
of the Holocaust Museum in Jasenovac (now a refugee in Belgrade), to
come to Washington and make sure that all these materials are correctly
identified.

For now, the release of this film footage and pictures is the only
detail which requires IMMEDIATE ATTENTION.

I think that you will agree that this is of vital importance.
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DATE: September 19 1992

TO:® Prime Minister Milan Panic

Cannot connect by phone anymore today. Hope this goes thru.

Do not know where you will be staying in NY. Pls advise.

URGENT. You must prepare a letter to Sec Genl UN, outlining
potential horrors of winter to the people, schools, hospitals,
refugees etc. Emphasize both the cold, people unable to get
—medieat—eares—that—Serbiamrcitizers—who—tave—tokeT 400,000
refugees in their homes -- including 90,000 muslims -- are going
nd

heat is scarce. Everything you can must be included.

A e
T CCCn

Will discuss more when you phone me early Mon am from NY. This
VERY VERY VITAL.

HDB
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Instalation material
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