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~ Who were the victims of the riois? The
greatest number are the slum residents,
whose lives are that much harder for the -

fewer jobs, the drabber physical surround-

ings, the fewer shopping places, the longer

walks to get to them. A second category
includes those merchants who gave up their |

life enterprises.
About one thousand stores were damaged

or destroyed. Reporter Paul Samuel checked
nearly half of them, and of those, one-third
were boarded up or gone. Nothing has re-

placed them.

There are no precise official figures on

this. No agency has made the kind of de-
tailed study that would be needed for any
truly comprehensive reconstruction pro-
gram. The several measures that have been
taken have been based on impressions, not
the detailed knowledge that government
ought to have.

The city formed the Business Opportuni-
ties Administration after the riot, to accom-
modate the pressure both of the white mer-
chants who wanted out and the black spokes-
men calling for more black ownership. This
agency has heard from 303 inferested buyers
and 238 would-be sellers, and yet has ar-
ranged only ahenlﬂq:macbons

Why? Some merchants changed their
minﬁ when they M themselves operat-
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Better Prepared To Handle Kiots,
Police And National Guard Claim

Sunpapers photo—Childress

RUBBLE REMAINS—Rioting started near this rubble-strewn area in the 800
block North Gay street a year ago. Many of the signs of that period of burning
and destruction remain in the area, as does general run-of-the-mill litter.












Rioters struck Baltimore one year
ago in the violent nationwide after-
math of the April 4 assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. For
four nights and three days Balti-
more was under intermittent siege
by “firebombers. looters and assail-
ants,

.Six persons were killed, more than
700 were injured, 1,000 businesses
were destroyed or damaged and 5,-
000 persons were arrested.

One year later, the scars and the
hidden wounds remain. Some are
easy to spot, others are beneath the
surface,

This is the fourth in a series of
articles examining the small busi-
ness climate in sections hit by the
riot, attitudes of some affected white
businessmen, views of law-enforce-
ment officials, the disposition of riot
cases and attiludes by the courts
and the views of some blacks in the
ghettoes.

RIOT ARRESTS — Spectators gathered on the steps of the Court House as police and guardsmen marshaled per
arrested during rioting in the city last April to stand trial, More than 5,000 persons were arrested during the rioting.
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