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MARTIN LUTHER KING IS SLAIN IN MEMPHIS;
A WHITE IS SUSPECTED; JOHNSON URGES CALM

DISMAY IN NA’I‘ION‘

Negroes Urge Others
to Carry on Spirit
of Nonviolence

By LAWRENCE VAN GELDER

Dismay, shame, anger and
foreboding marked the nation’s
reaction last night to the Rev.|
pr, Martin Luther King Jr.s
murder.

From the high offices of state|
to the man in the street, news
of the moderate civil rights
leader’s violent death in Mem-
phis yesterday drew, for the
most part, stunned and sober
statements.

Most major Negro organiza-
tions and Negro leaders, la-
menting Dr. King's death, ex-
pressed hope that it serve as a
spur to others to carry on in
his spirit of nonviolence. But
some Negro militants responded
with bitterness and anger.

Roy Wilkins, executive di-|
rector of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of
Colored People, said his organi-
zation was “shocked and deeply|
grieved by the dastardly mur-
der of Dr. Martin Luther King.”
*“His murderer or murderers
must be promptly apprehended
and brought to justice,” Mr.
Witkins said.

‘A Man of Peace’

“Dr. King was a symbol of
the nonviolent civil rights pro-
test movement, He was a man
of peace, of dedication, of grem

PRESIDENT'S PLEA |

On TV, He Deplores
‘Brutal’ Murder of
-Negro Leader

Statements by Johnson. and
Humphrey are on Page 24.

Special (o The Kew York Times

WASHINGTON, aApril 4—|
President Johnson deplored to-
night in a brief television ad-
dress to the nation the “brutal
slaying™ of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Ir,

He asked “every citizen to re-
ject the blind violence that has
struck Dr. King, who lived by
nonviolence.”

Mr. Johnson said he was
postponing his scheduled de-
|parture tanight for a Honolulu
conference on Vietnam and that
instead he would leave tomor-
ToW,

The President spoke from the
‘White House. At the Washing-
ton Hilton Hotel, where Demo-
cratic members of Congress had
gathered to honor the President
and the Vice President, Mr.
Humphrey, his voice strained

THE REV. DR.

MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr.

GUARD CALLED OUT'

Curfew Is Ordered in
Memphis, but Fires - -
and Looting Erupt

By EARL CALDWELL

Special to The Kew York Times
MEMPHIS, Friday, April 5—
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther’
King Jr., who preached non-
violence and racial brother-
hood, was fatally shot here last
night by a distant gunman who
then raced away and escaped.
Four thousand  Nationdl
Guard troops were ordered into
his by Gov. Buford El-

Associnted Press

with emotion, said:

“Martin Luther King stands
with our other American mar-
tyrs in the cause of freedom
and justice. His death is a ter-
tible tragedy.”

The dinner was canceled 10
to 15 minutes after the Vice
President spoke. Mr. Johnson,

'who was scheduled to appear

courage. His
nation solves nothing. !t will
not stay the civil rights move-
ment; it will instgad spur it to
greater activity.”

Whitney M. Young Jr., exec-
utive director of the National
|Urban League, said:

| “We are unspeakably shocked
\by the murder of Martin Luther
King, one of the greatest lead-
ers of our time. This is a bitter
reflection on America. We fear
for our country. |
“The only possible answer;
now is for the nation to act
limmediately on what Dr. King
has been fighling for—passage
of the civil rights and anti-
poverty bills and a true and
just equality for all men. Those|
of us who have remained loyal
to his concept of nonviolence
have been dealt a mortal blow.”

Mayor Richard G. Hatcher of
Gary, Ind., a Negro, termed the
death of Dr. King “every man's
loss.”

“Men who care for human-
kind and struggle for its salva-
tion through reason and faith
have lost a leader of monu-
mental stature,” he said. “A
man of his magnitude will not
soon pass this way again.”

At his home In Stamford,
Conn., the former baseball star|
Jackie Robinson called the

at the dinner, canceled his
plans to attend.
F.B.I. Inquiry Ordered

Attorney General Ramsey|
Clark ordered an immediate in-|
quiry by the Federal Bureau of|
Investigation into the shooting
of Dr. King in Memphis.

He said the purpose of the in-
vestigation would be to deter-
mine whether any Federal law!
:had been violated.

One provision of the law that
could be invoked makes it a
crime to engage in a conspiracy
to deprive a person of his civil
rights.

In addition to F.B.I. agents,
Department  of Justice civil
rights representatives were on
the scene in Memphis and were
in touch with the Attorney Gen-
eral,

Military sources said that no|
National Guard units had yet
been Federalized and no Regu-
lar  Army troops had been)
alerted yet for possible move-|
ment to cities where violence|
had broken out,

National Guard troops, such
as the 4,000 men who have!

Scattered Violence Occurs
In Harlem and Brooklyn

12 Are Arrested Here

By THOMAS A. JOHNSON

Sporadic violence erupted in
Harlem and -~Brookiyn's Bed-|
ford-Stuyvesant segtion last|
night after news of Dr. Martin
Luther XKing's assassination
spread in the two pre-
dominantly Negro communities.

Mayor Lindsay, who went to
Harlem in an effort to quiet
the outbreaks, was caught in
the midst of an unruly crowd’

and had to be hustled into a;

limousine by bodyguards.

Police reinforcements, includ-
ing elements of the riot-trained
Tactical Patral Force, = were
rushed into both comniunities.

Two arrests were reported in
Brooklyn and 10 in Harlem. A
television erewman was said to
have been injured by flying
glass.

There werc numerous in-
stances of rock-throwing, loot-
ing and arson reported both in
Brooklyn and in Harlem, start-
ing around 1I P.M. and con-
tinuing early today.

Gangs of youth in both
areas were reported roaming

through the streets, now andg"“

then taunting policemen and|
firemen on duty.

been called into Memphis, re-
main under state control until
the responsible Governor re-'
quests help and the Prcs1dﬂnl€

Continued on Page—z—’s—. Column 1

Continued on Page 24, Column v i

The police fired several vol-
JJeys of shots in the air to dis-
perse crowds along Brookiyn's.
Fulton Stlce1 and  Harlem's!

Contintied on P1ge 26, Column 2

[Slokely Carmichael,

Widespread Disorders

Disorders broke out in scat-
tered- parts of the nation last|
night after the slaying of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. The Mational Guard was
called out or alerted in several
cities.

In Washington, scattered but
persistent looting and vandalism
ierupted, led for a time by
former,
head of the Student Nonviolent|
Coordinating Commilee. Allj
available policemen were being
called to duty.

About 4,000 Tennessec Na-
tional Guardsmen were ordered
to duty in Nashville because of]
disorders.

In North Carclina, Gov. Dan
K. Moore alerted the Guard in
Greensboro at the request of
Mayor Carson Bain. State High-
way patrolmen were dispatched
to Raleigh.

There were riotous outbursts

Continued on Page 26, Column §
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lington after the 39-year-old
Nobel Prize-winning civil rights
leader died.

A curfew was imposed on
the shocked city of 550,000 in-
habitants, 40 per cent of whom
are Negro. ;

But the police said the trag-
edy had been followed by in-
cidents that included sporadic
shooting, fires, bricks and bot-
tles thrown at policemen, ami_
looting that started in Negro
districts and then spread over
the city. -

‘White Car Sought

Police Director Frank Hollo-
man said the assassin might
have been a white man who.
was “50 to 100 yards away
in a flophouse.”

Chief of Detectives W. P..
Huston said a late model white_
Mustang was believed to have
been the killer’s getaway car.-
Its occupant was described as.
a bareheaded white man in‘his’
30%s, wearing a black suit :.md N
black tie.

The detective chief said the
police had chased iwo cars
near the motel where Dr.
King was shot and had halted
one that had two out-of-town
men as occupants. The men
were questioned but scemed
to have nothing to do with Lhe
killing, he said.

Rifle Found Nearby

A high-powered 30.06-caliber
rifle was found about a block
from the scene of the shoot-
ing, on South Main strecr.
e think it's the gun,” Chief
Huston said, reporting it would
be turned over to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.

Dr. King was shot while he
leaned over a second-floor rail-
ing outside his room at the Lar-
raine Motel. He was chattmg
with two friends just before
starting for dinner.

One of the {riends was a mu-
sician, and Dr. King had just
asked him tp play a Negro spir-
itual, “Precious Lord, Take My
at a rally that was to
have been held two hours later

8lin support of striking Memphis

sanitationmen.
Paul Hess, assistant adminis-

News Summir.r and Index, Page 49

Conlinued on Pape 24, Column 1
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