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HER KNIGHT COMES RIDING 1.

FANNY WILLIAMS (to be played later by Claudette Colbert)
is a dreamy little girl of a poor family. She is devoted to
her drunken father, an ex-sailor, now a carpentér, who tells
her stories of adventure in far lands and also of knights
who are noble, strong and brave. She . in her mind
a knight who will come riding some day, and who will probably
be like her father.

Tﬁé story opens with a prologue which shows that her
mother is a depressed, hard-working woman who tries to make
both énds meet and bring up her family despite the charming
inefficlency of her husband. In this prologue Fanny insists
that she wants to grow up some day and marry her father, who
tells her these beautiful stories about knights. There 1s
a good deal _ojf maam on her mother's part and some tears
on Fanny's wiege the news comes that her father has been
killed by a street car during one of his drunken debauches.

As Fanny grows older she remains the dreamy, idealistic,
aloof child, still devoted to the image of her father, look-
ing for a knight to come riding. When she is so careless
as to tell some of her friends of her ideals, they make fun
of her. From that time on she keeps her dreams to herself
and 1s known as "peculiar",

When she is in high school she is seized with a
passionate hero-worship for Len larshal, the great high school
half-back who has made & great reputation and who is sur-
rounded by admiring girls. This is the first boy who has
seemed to measure up to her standard of a noble knight.

Wwhen he turns out to be a grandstand player, a liar and a
hypoerite, she is so embittered that she decides to have

nothing m@r to do with boys.
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She quits school and goes to a business college and
learns to be a stenographer. she remains aloof from every-
oneé except a hard-boiled, red-headed girl named Katherine
Taylor, who becomes her intimate friend. After several jobs
which she does not like, she finally obtains a pleasant,
permanent post with Xatiets firm = J, a. Magnus & Co. So
for a while she works along Pleasantly, ang acquired a mild
boy friend named Ralph Hﬁrley = 8&n earnest and pleasant boy
who works hard and possesses all the virtues of a nice fellow
= but his trouble is that he i8s not romantic, that he has
no real dash, and that he does not at all measure up to
Fanny's ideal of what a knight should be. Early in their

acquaintance he proposes to Fanny, who rejects him sweetly

but without any doubt of her feelings. He takes it badly .

at first, but so much is he in love with Fanny that he
tells her he can and will be her friend, hoping that some
day.ahe may change her mind. So 1ife moves along without
excltement until smerica enters the war.,

Fanny, regarding all members of the service as heroes
and knights in the making, plunges into canteen work in all
her spare moments. She neglects Ralph, who nevertheless
understands her point of view. 4And one night, while she is
doing her Duty in the canteen, her hero,in the flesh,enters,
Marine Sergeant, shining in dress uniform, mahogany skinned,
he welks straight into the deepest recesses of her heart.

(I believe Frederic March is supposed to play RALPH, and
William Boyd, the stage actor, is the SERGEANT,) With
supreme confidence, with the romantic flavor of an old hand
with the ladles, SERGEANT GEORGE CAREY simply takes her
right over as a possession. She worships him. To her he

has all the gualities of the perfect knight.



There are numerous scenes of the development of her
complete obsession - walking ac¢ross the Brooklyn Bridge,
watching the lights of New York at the end of Montague
Street, on the Pallsades, etc. He is humorous, sure of
himself and romantic. He has known many women who have
loved him.

His relation toward Fanny is different from anything
that has ever happened in his 1ife before., For the first

time he has found a good girl who is capable of the supreme

Se

passion which only a good girl can give. It rather frightens

him, used as he is to easy conguests of easy women.

Fenny's brother, Fred, does not like George, because

he is a wizened little chlseler. Fanny's mother recog-

nizes in George the same kind of man that her husband.was =«

an adventurous, wandering man who never should be married
or settled down.

Biding her time, Ma walits until she sees that the
affalr is becoming serious, then she gets George alone
and, worming out of him the fact that he really intends
to marry Fanny almost immediately, she puts various fears
into his mind by showing him that he should not be married
at all, and persuades him to postpone the marriage until
after the war is over.

George, who has been working in a Marine recruiting
station, knows that he 1is about to be sent over-seas. He
could still marry Fanny but now his resolution has been
dampened by Ma.

Fanny 1s greatly upset that her mother has even talked
to George - although she does not know what her mother has
said - and in a big scene of love and passion, tells George
that she is afrald that something may happen to prevent
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their marriage, and if she thought anything would prevent
it, she would go to a hotel with him - would do anything
so they would at least have each other. TIn the book, George,
because he 1s a rake, wants to keep this one affair pure and
decent., He puts Fanny off with a false promise that they
will be married very soon and lulls her fears. My sug-
gestion is that, to make it stronger, she should go right
ahead nevertheless and overcome his scruples, really
seducing him for that one time, because he must g0 over-seas
the next day. It would be when he confesses that he must
g0 over-seas that she forces him to take her.

At any rate, he goes away, they are still unmarried,
and he is her hero now, being a knight in the great war,

Fanny has a shrine in the corner of the parlor, con-

taining a victrola given her as a good-bye present. There

1s a certaln record which George has told her will always
stand for him when he is away, so that when she plays it

she must believe that he is right there with her. No one
is allowed to toueh this sacréd phonograph or the records.

As months go on, George's letters become fewer and
finally cease. Then comes the news that he has been reported
missing - and finallj that he was killed., This smashes
Fanny's life completely.

After the war is over and Fred returns from the Quarter-
master's Department, having married a silly little girl named
Zelda, Fanny is still mourning her lost knight. She will
not go anywhere or see anyone, she wears black, she mopes
around the house worshiping at her shrine, playing the
record over and over to herself. On top of the wictrola

there is George's picture and an American flage.
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Ma is thoroughly alarmed for the health and sanity of
Fanny. Surely after George has been gone for a year Fanny
ought to begin to recover. But she sinks more and more
into melancholia, Fred is thoroughly annoysd at Fanny and
wants to get her out of the house, both because he does not
like her, and because she takes up room which he himself and
Zelda wonld like to have. Further Zelda 1s going to have a
beby, and that will further complicate matters.,

(~ In the book there is an eplsode of a married man, older
and romantic, who offers Fanny a trip to Cuba, permanent
ease, clothes, entertalnment and luxury as his permanent
mistress. He is married, but he has one of those "under-
standings" with his wife. Fanny, 1ﬁ desperation, almost
succeeds in going through with such an arrangement, but his
likeness to her father, which has first attracted her,
finally succeeds in breaking the arrangement up. I think
this entire episode should be omitted.)

Ralph has returned from the Army, and 1s doing very well
in a music store, He is more than ever devoted to Fanny.

He is all that Ma could hope fog as a son-in-law - an ideal
husband, guiet, decent, industrious and devoted. Ma, seeing
in him the solution to her problem for Fanny, keeps urging
him on her daughter. Fred, seeing in Ralph also a means to
get Fanny out of the house, boosts his candidacy. All of
this has no effect on Fanny, who admits she likes Ralph, but
he is not the type.

on the day that Ralph gets a raise to $75.00 a week,
urged on by la, he comes to Fanny and in a very pathetic
scene begs her to marry him, whether she loves him or not.
when Fanny once more definitely, even if gently refuses,

he bitterly tells her that he must get out of her life, then,
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as he cannot stand it, loving her as he does without any
hope.

This occurs in the afternoon before a horrible party
which her brother, Fred, 1s giving for his fellow ex-soldiers
from the Quartermaster Department. He has invited Ralph.
Fanny has refused to come, as it makes her much more anguished
to be reminded of uniforms and the war. When Ma and Fred
find out that Ralph refuses to come because Fanny has turned
him down finally, they tell Ralph to come over anyway, that
they will have a surprise for him, The raucous and stupid
party commences, TFanny tries to escape from it but Fred
waylays her, He shows her a letter, This letter was re-
ceived by la a year before. It is from George and says that
Ma was right, he is not the sort of person who should marry,
‘'he loves Fanny but cannot marry her, he has thuughﬁ of a .
way to disappear and Ma must break the news to Fanny as best
she can., Na has saved the letter all the time and even now
would not use it, but Fred is determined that Fanny must be
snapped out of what he terms an idiotic melancholia.

Fanny takes the letter into her own room; the party gets
louder and Ralph sits wondering what it is all about. Fred
goes so far as to play the sacred record. Fanny, white with
rage and pailn, comes back into the room, holding the letter.
she goes to Ma and says "Everything in the world I ever loved
you always ruined", - slaps Fred a terrific blow in the face -
goes to the victrola, takes off the sacred record and smashes
it - then goes to Ralph and says, “&;ll marry you, but God
help both of us if George - hate "him swsmmsio - cver returns.
I don't know what might happen."”

Years pass. Fanny becomes a nice, bourgeoise housewife,

belonging to a bridge club and living in a nice little flat.
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Ralph prospers and his business becomes so good that
he wants to branch out and enlarge. He finally gets the
opportunity to buy a very much larger store in Newark, for
an absurdly small sum of money. He is a nice, calm, hard-
working, middle-class man, dominated by Fanny, who always
reminds him from time to time of the fascinating George.
Otherwise their life moves smoothly.

No sooner is the bargain completed and irreﬁocable,
and Ralph has moved into his new store in Newark, than the
reason for its being such a bargain appears. Trouble begins
to happen. A special gang of racketeers preys on people
opening businesses in that district. Almost immediately a
henchman of the gang calls on Ralph in the store and gives
him an involved hint that new music stores are not wanted
there; that the reason the late owner was willing to sell so
cheaply was because mysterious things happened to him, such
as bombings and severe accidents, and a repetition of these
occurrences is likely to take place any moment., However,
if Ralph will pay somebody a eebtain sum of money every
week, he will find the accidents will not happen.

Ralph is so stubborn that he does not belleve the
threats, and besides he is not willing to pay any such
sum because 1t would be ruinous to the business from a
financial standpoint. He orders the henchman out. The hench-
man starts back to headquarters, announces mysteriously that
the big boss himself will-gBe—bo be told about 1t.

The blg boss himself comes to the store the next day
to put the works on Ralph;. %géu nu e‘ha enters he is astonished
to learn the identity of his victim. He therefore does not do
anything at all about the racketeering for the moment. He makes
friendly advances to Ralph, and asks about Fanny and how things
are going. Ralph is guarded in his reception df George, but
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willing to be at least halfway cordial. George looks just

as romantic as ever, except that now there i1s something a
little too slick about him., He wears patent-leather shoes
and a somewhat over-emphasized suit. He wins Ralph confi-
dence by telling him that he is a special operative, working
in plain clothes, and that he has got wind of this gang of
racketeers - that he doesn't dare to do anything on account
of the power of the gang and especlally cf the bilg boss = and
that he wants to get more evidence and bide his time. There-
fore, he wants to work with Ralph on getting the goods on

the racketeers.

He asks Ralph to bring Fanny to a restaurant where
they can talk and where he expects to have some information,
and says that he 1s so well known around the restaurant
- that it is perfectly safe to talk there, _

The next night Ralph does bring Fanny there. George
hasn't much information but just enough to keep the illusion
going. He now concentrates on Fanny. Fanny 1is more beautiful
than ever, she has turned out to be all that he has ever
thought, (George has warned them that he is living under an
assumed name on account of having deserted from the Marines,
and they must be careful not to give him away, as he has to
operate as a special service man under this new alias,)

Fanny bawls him out and lets loose all the reproaches
that she has been saving up for years, but when he dances with
her and she feels his arms around her, all the old magic of
his personal appeal begins to work on her. She fights against
it, but in spite of herself she realizes that it is there,
although she hates herself for responding to it. George
flatters her and uses the old blarney on her, becoming a heavy
little by little. At the end of the evening he wants to make

a date with her so he can see her when her husband is not there.
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She indignantly refuses - but he laughs and says "Oh, that's
all right."

A day or so later he comes to Ralph's store and tells
Ralph that the whole thing looks pretty dangerous to him -
that unless Ralph is prepared for a knock out and drag out
fight, he had better give in and pay the weekly protection
money. He leaves Ralph pretty well scared, and his attitude
is one of ill-concealed contempt for Ralph, whom he con-
siders a weakling and a humen rabbit,

Upon the heels of this, the next day after you have
shown that Ralph is not only immensely troubled over this

and somewhat frightened, but also that he is a little scared.

and suspiclous of Fanny's attitude toward the long lost sultor,
George, having found his way to their flat, comes in and gives
_ Fanny considerable of a sales talk about himself. In other
words,lhﬁ creeps up on her up to a certain pbint. Fﬁnny re-
sists his fatal attraction as much as she can, but when George
.points out that Ralph is pretty weak-kneed and |soft, her
defense of Ralph is not very convincing.

When Ralph comes home he is intensely worried. Fanny
gets 1t out of him that the racketeers! henchman has been
around again and he 1s'on the point of giving in to their de-
mands, although it will be ruinous. This arouses Fanny's con-
tempt, bearing out as it does the estimate of Ralph that George
had urged upon her. &che calls Ralph a coward and says something
about George as being the type of man Ralph ought to have been,
that he would not be afraid of anything like that. In other
words, she stings and wounds Ralph deeply. He simply closes up
and is hurt.

He now suspects, from a hint, that Fanny has seen George
again, and accuses her of it. She flares up and says if she
has, what 1s a soft guy like Ralph going to do about 1it.
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The next evening or afternoon, George again comes to
the flat. This time he wastes no moves. He goes right into
an attempted seduction of Fanny. He tells her that she has
always loved him, that he is the kind for her, he says that
he has power, that he can give her romance and that he is a
real guy, is he not? She resists, but he grebs her and kisses
her, and she becomes as weak as water in the throes of this
attraction. And then Ralph enters.

George now goes right into his big act. He says he
loves Fanny and he knows Fanny has always loved him. He is
the kind of man she ought to have, Ralph is a weakling and
should give her up. Ralph begins to be aroused, but his
answers are ineffectual. He then becomes rather pitifully
defiant. Now his home and everything he loves is at stake.
And he has come to suspect that George is also aot what he
seems, but the menace to his business.

I do not know exactly how the rest of this works out.
He might go into a violent scene of physical action, so that
there 1s a fight and he beats George at his own game. But
I do not know whether that would believable. It might come
to gun-play, with the gun in the hands of George; while
Ralph, to George's utter astonishment, gets the gun away from
him, and in self-defense shoots George = with the result that
he 1is exonerated and even made a hero because George is now
revealed to the pollice and the authorities to be a murderer
as well as a racketeer, or Ralph might out-wit him, and show
him up for a skunk, and do 1t all by psychology and without
physical action.

At any rate, Ralph turns out to be the heroy -=- the
real knight that Fanny was always looking for and never

s = i
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