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The War of 1812.which secured the esonomic freedom of The United
States from British domination,grew out of the welter of the Napoleonic
warse All of Burope was aflame for about twenty years and the United
Stétes~then the infant m-tton of the world-wanted to bo neutral,but
British Orders in Couneil and Premch Imperial Deerees attempted to
drive our commerce from the ogean. In 1810 however,liapoleon revolked his
Imperial Deorees while Great Britain continued to seize American prop=
orty and impress our secamen into hor naval serviee. Sailors’Rights be-
came the dominant ery and after many futile offorts to meintsin the
digaity of the imeriean Flag,Congress,June 18th,1812,declared war mmt
Great Britaine The United States had not recovered f£rom the wastage |
of its own revolution and was not prepared for war. The National Treasury
was almost exhausted and,depending upon the state militias to protect
their own distriots,Congress provided a small national army end cslled
for privateers to supplement the small U.S. Navy.

Despite the fact that Baltimore had bullt about ome third of the
ships that were in the navy and that one fifth of the officers and one
eighth of the mem in the navy wers lMarylanders,Baltimore responded
nobly and sent out nore privately armed ships that any other oity.Because
of these mb*:tivitlu Great Bfitain promptly blookaded the Cheasapealke
and from ﬁhou- head juarters on Tangier Island they ravaged the bay shorese
Buttheeonmetmtoboonlanﬂunuumthosu.m on July
1th 181” }ogm an invasion of Canada. This campaign was so unsuscessful
- that M’ ,Jmsnt 15th he ordered Fort Dearbornenow Chicago=to be abandomed
aﬁ& m,AnM 16th he was forced to surrende the imerican army at Detroit
with ﬁ of his stores. On October 13th,Censral Van Rensellaor wis come
pbuOI té surrendered another army with which he was attempting a similar
"mvaumfam the effeots were disheartening.
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ovident intention to attack Baltimore. But the people of Baltimore had
not been waiting idly for the expected attack. Enowing that they could
not expect mch help from the Federal govermment,the local rilitia had
boon ealled out and $500000 had been subseribed to fortify the exposed
sections of the m town and to inorease the armament at Fort lMoHenry
whigh they had previously built and offersd to the goverament for nation=
al defense., "hen Admiral Warrem learned of the fortifications around
Baltimore,he withdrew his fleot and sent it up the bay to attack
HBavre de Grace,Georgetown,frenchtown and other plages on the shore.

In August the British apain came into the Patapsoo but the gitizen
gsoldiers of Baltimorse had continmed their training and increased the
strength of their entrenchments and when the enemy observed the prompte=
negs with which the defenses were manned idmiral Warren again withdrew
without giving battle.

Iater in the jyear & ﬂot;ila of gunboats was built and manmned by
Baltimore seamon and in the spring of 1l8i4,it was placed under the com=
rand of Commodors Joshua Bamex..:mbgltmm and sent down the Chesa-
peake to divert the eneny. But in the summer,the British heavily rein=
forged thelr fleet and sent over an army composed dargely of Kelson's
marines and Vellington's Invineibles.¥arly in iugust the British drove
Barney up the Patuzent and followed him so ¢lossly that he was gompelled
to burn his gunboats to save them from being captured.The enemy then
landed and followed Barnmey to Bladensburg whore they defeated a hastily
gathered american army and captuméd the City of Washinpton.The Fedsral
Mt.havﬁg abandoned the National Capture without making an
affort to Tecajture 1t,The British then returned to thoir ships with
th-amoi h’mﬁmd capturing Baltimore and making it their winter
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mmw 11th 1814,was hot and humid in Baltimore.
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soliciting divine protection against the enemy. Suddenly the cannon at

the Court House Square boomed forth its alarme. It was the signal sgreed |
upen. The eneny fleet of over 60sail was  siented,making for the mouth of
the Patapsco. Congregations were u-um.uth a hasty prayer for dount
ance and mem ran to their homes to get their ejuipment and report to
their regiments. For over a yead our eitizen soldiers had been in
training and each man Imew his station,and more recently companies of
nilitia from the surrounding ecountry hed been coming in. That afternoon
The Baltimore Brigade,composed of The Fifth,Sixth,Twenty Seventh,Thirty
liinth and the Fifty First Regiments with 120 volunteer cavalrymen and

76 artillerymen,under General Stricker,msrched out the Philsdelphia

Road ou its way to liorth Point. The troops assigned to Fort lecHenry

and to Reger's Bastion on Hampstead Hill took their stations and the
long line of breastworks bristled with cannon and bayonets.

That evening the British fleet anchored in 014 Roads Bay,back of
North Point and by daybreak,September 12th,their troops had been landed
for the sdvance on mm& i‘:amas Spoott Yey,vho had gione to the
flest to intercede for his friend DrgBeanes whs sent bagk to the little
sleop upon which he had left Baltimore,while the bombing vessels and
lighter drait frigates moved up the river to attack Fort lsHenry,the
Tagareito and other forts on the chamnel.The british plannei to make
& joint movemeni by land and water against the eity,but the Bsltimore
Brigade had taken its position at the h!'rmstpﬁ:l on the lorth
Point negk and advance parties had been sent forward to observe the
enemy's movements. Zarly in the afternoon Major Richard K.Heath,Pifth
idRoginent,contacted the head colurm of the enemy om the North Point
Road and in the skirmish the British General=3ir Robert Ross~ was killed.
Realizing that he was opposed to the main body of the British,iajor
Heath fell back to the battle line of the Baltimore Brigade. Here the
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Here the Baltimore Brigade,composed entirely of volunteers,held the

voteran Dritish army st bay until after four 0°Cloek in the sfternsen,
when Stricker t itb:ulmt to retire on his reserves.

it daybreal, September; 13th, the British fleet begun to bombard
Port loHenry and Stricker fell back on the 1eft of Hampstesd Hill for
the general defemse of the city,while the British arny advanced to within
@ mile of the entrenchments. ill that day the fleet bombardea Fort leHenry
and the Tazaretto,without silemeing a single batteryjand latoe that afters
Boon Genéral winder withirew a brigade from the Ferry Bar seotion and mev)
noved in with jtisker to the right of the British line. The eneny,od=
urving this movement which apparently had not weakened the forcea on nt
Roger's Eastion,besan to wonder,and that night idmiral Cookburn +Who
commandad the division of British liarines im tho land attack,want out
to confor with to the flag ship to confer with sdmiral Cochrane,the con-H
mandsr 1n Chiefs "hen he oxplalued that he could not make a dirsct ate«
attack on Hampatead U411 without inviting & flenk attack from the troops
that wero mnssed on his right, the souneil desidei to z2ttempt o surprise
attack on Fort lollenry from the rear, &bout 1200 narines with scaling
laddera wore then embarked in long boats and barges,and shortly after
midnipht they alkirtsd the inne irundel shore with rmffied cars snd eme
tersd the rain bran oh of the river. But s company from the °2:4 Regl-
ment that was dolng picket duty on what is now Fagner's Point,heatd tho |
eronking of thaf oars and fshden---iishédng-a-fivesotiing fire to a nearby
hayrick, they revealed the enemy's movement.  The tables wero turned and

Although within a half mile of their ocbjective,the British them=
selves were surprised and the guns from Fort Covington,the Six’Gunm n.tt-r}
and fort mry belehed forth a rain of iron hail. The firing was terrif-
ic and h-u-ﬁrut.m Franels Scott Key,hearing the great noise that
mmmrmmm.zum that Baltimore Hed fallem. But the
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Qa;wa'l early light revealed the flag still flying over Fort igHenry amd
in reaction to his pent-up feolings,Francis Seott Eey wrote what is now ew
our National inthem=The Star Spangled Banner

muttuumum-unmmmmtmam-
was over-and-by-F-eleieck-en~the-morning-of-soptenber-iédh, Lofore
daybreak on September 14th,the British irmy had retired to go back to
its transports and by 7 o'clock in the morning the ir ships had stpped
firing and elipping their cables,they foll back to 014 Roads Bay and
preépared to depart.Ffrancis Scott XKey,Colomel Skimnexr and Dr.Beanos
wore dismissed,as had been promised and Xey returned to Baltimore
whers kis ode was put to misle and has now become our National Anthem
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