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{9,k o adil Laws of Maryland made and passed at a
o> v Session of Agsembly begun and held at

ITIINNNNN TR,

ﬁ;ff ¥ | - the City of Annapolls on Monday the
&Y feventh of November, in the year of
k) our Lord one thoufand feven hun-

dred and ninety-one.

Lawe of Haryland,Nov.1791-Nov-1798i

RESOLUTIONS affented to November Seffion, 1793
WHEREAS the Unlited States may think it neceffsry to erect & fort, arfenal,

or other militsry works or buildings,on Whetstone Polnt, for the public de-
fence; therefore, RESOLVED, That upon the applicatl on of the prefident of

the United States to the gdvernor, for permiffion to erect a fort, arfenzl,

or other military works, on the fald Point, for the purpofe aforefaid, the
governor fhall and may grant the fame, with the confent of the owner of the

foll.



Fort MeHenry, Additional barracks building of 1795-1-15
| Barge men attending on the Fort, pay of 1794 -7 -10

Barracks, cost of locks and bolts for, ete,
1794 - 7 - 10

Barracks, plan for, 1794 - 4.20.
Battery unprotected on one side, 1795 - 1-15,
Breastworks 4 feet too low, 1795 - 1-15.
Bridge, timber and plank for, cost of 1794 - 7-10.
Carpenters will not work on, 1794 - 9-14
Carriages ( for Guns) 1794 - 7-8.
Carriages, Timber for 1794 - 5-19
Embrasures in plan, 1794 - 4-20.
Expenditures, 1794 - 99

1794 - 1805

1794, B.
Laborers, hard to obtain, 1794 - 9-14,
Laborers lay the platform, 1794 - 9.14,
Lower battery , 1794 - 7-8.
Lower Work, 1794 - 9-14,
Platforms, 1794 # 4-20.
Platforms, laying of, 1794 - 9.14,
Tools for laying platform, 1794 - 9-14,
Turfing badly done and wants repair, 1795 - 1-15.
Upper line, 1794 - 7-8.
Upperworks not commenced, 1795 - 1-15,
Workmen, number needed, 1794, 4-.20.

T AR 0 0 e s 8 e 58 - -

et See Whetstone Point and Fort Whetstone,



DR. HENRY J. BERKLEY

1305 PARK AVENUE June I2th. 1935.

BALTIMORE

Hrzi James 2.H ceck,
g W-l:mb Stl.);ar Mr. f‘a.ncuk:
In yeur investigetien ef the early histery ef Whetstene
Peint did yeun ehanse upen the fellewing item, which is the earliest I have feund. If yeu
have seen it destrey.
ihotltom Point. ;
"Ymew'l Oeurt. 50O acres. Patented 1667 by Geerge Yates,'and the fellewing year assign-
od te ¥avid Pulla- North side FPatapsce River epresite the land ef Hugh Vensey. In I700
Whetstene Peint 'B:l in the pessessien ef Hugh Hollin.mrth:, ( Galvert Paper, 'BBB).
George ';'atel was ene of the surveyers ef A.A. Ceounty at ‘bh'il date, and acquired seatter=
ed heldings in a number ef leeatiens in West. D‘altimro County.
I read yeur article en the early elippers a.nd. had te revise nw ideas semewhat. There is an
e}d legend that the first elipper was built en the :faltern Shere and a ‘rench Fighing beat
was used as a medel.

The abeve extract is sent yeu because it will be menths befere the Upper Patapsee Hun-

dred is finished. I remain,

Very sineerely,

N \B%
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; Whetstone ﬁoint - the site of Kort licHenry - is the tip end of a

ioﬁé tapering peniﬁsuia that reaches out for about three miles into the

‘ﬁﬁtapsco and separates the main branch of the river from the harbor along .

the shores of which old Baltimore was settled, Whetstone Point was first

patented, February 24th 1661, by Charles Gorsuch, who later abanﬁonad,@lrj

probably because its soil was unproduetive; and on June 2nd 1708, ,it was

agai%%afﬁgp§?g:by James Garrol;, and became a town and port of entr?\for .

Marylend by Aet of the Provincial Assembly. Although the soil at Whet=-
stone w;g very poor agriculturslly, it contained considerable rich malle-
able iron ore and in 1725, Carroll sold it to James Giles, who in turn
disposed of its mining rights to the Prineipio Company =~ an inglish Corp-
oration=-whose holdings were confiscated by the State of liarylamd during
the Revolution. ﬁ;lf

7 The strategic value of Whetstonah?ﬂ'ths defense of Baltimore was ‘\

i

[ recognized by the local Committee of Observation early in the Revolution %
1

f and on December 18th 1775 an armed pilot boat was stationed at the entraneé

i
& of our harbor at Whetstone Point to keep any ship from coming into this i
: port until she had been thoroughly examined and accounted for., In January :
1776, the british sloop of War - the Otter - with several tenders came
into the Chesapesake and began to seize our shipping and on February 2nd
the Council of 3afety examined the premises at Whetstone Point to ebnaiderf
, the practicability of fortifying it. On March 8th, the Otter came inte
{ the Patap306 and two batteries - one of 19 guns and the other of 20 guns
were thrown up at Fell's Point on the Baltimore side of the river ané
boats were sunk in the harbor entrance to obstruet the$# enemy's passage 7
while liortical Gist's Battalion was entrenched at Whetstone Point to pre- ;
3 vent them from landing. el
?P July 7th 1776, the location for fortifming Whetstone Point was

desighed by Colonel Ware and shortly after a water battery of 16 guns was
=t ereéted,ey James Aleock iZngineer, and the completed work was
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regarded as a competent marine defense for the town during the war,

In Hovember 1793, another war was threatened between the United States
ani Great Britain and acting on the suggestion of President Washington,
the legislature of lMaryland passed resolutions offering the use of Whet=-
stone Point te the Federal Government as a fort or an arsenal for public
defense. In March 1794, General Knox, 3ecretary of War, requested that
earriages and implements be made for the 18 pounders at Whetstone for the
fortification of Baltimore and Major J. J. Ulrich Rivardi was appointed to
supervise the fortifications at Baltimore, Norfolk and Alexandria.

Major Rivardi suggested certain plans for strengthening the old
revolutionary batteries at Whetstone Point, but it is very apparent that
as the war scare abhabed the Federal Governments' interest abated, because
Major Rivardi in his letter to Governor Sy07£~: J uary 156th 1795: speaks
only of the lower works and a barrack aé’/:abﬂg' &ad, while the upper
works had not been started and $2500 was needed to complete the work. Om
January 18th 179£Mﬂfhe Secretary of VWiar reported to Congreézaigb*battery
and the barrack erected at Whetstone Point and that seven guns hJEfﬁﬁin
mounte%’and inigis report of February 1l0th 1797, he said that no further
work had been done and dthat the work would be stopped unless a
garrison was provided. In his report of February 27th 1798, he stated that
$118.90 had been expended at Baltimore during the year amnd that the total
disbursements to that date at Whetstone had been $9978.00,

Eortunately James LiecHenry of Baltimore was the Secretary of War at
the time and ho.kzbw the desire of his fellow citizens to obtain a com=-
petent fortification andffgfgigﬁaummer of 1798 (he directed Major Tousarﬂ

m— ‘,.‘—H‘

to examine "the existing works at Whetstone Point and report "to the comm-

ittee of Baltimore citizens what additions he considerez ggcessany for the
protection of Baltimore harbor." After examining the and the
proposals for strengthening ﬁﬁ;;, Major Tousard reported that he would not

risk his reputation by approving them and submitted other suggestions for
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a-ppoper defense, while the Seecretary of War advised the Committee that
the finances of the government would not admit of an appropriation of more
than $20000for the defense of Baltimore,

However, seven acres and fifty-eight FGW“LVO of land had been
secured from Alemander Furnival July 20th 1795 and on November 6th 1798
another lot hsézg;&n bought from ﬁéiii?m @oodman, and on July 24th 179?,

& ' . e colabryyn
the Baltimore Committee r[‘p""oﬁsd thactaotumm’ K
follows: "thus did your committee see the economy of the government at

variance with the safety of the city =~ and your committee, at every hazard
recommended that the fortification should be erected on the most approved
and effectual plan, In doing this they have relied upon the well known
liberality, patriotism and zeal of their fellow citizens to supply the
defieciency. 1The Secretary of War has complied with their recommendations
and under the direetion of your @Gommittee the proper quantity of land has
been purehased and considerable progress has been made in the neeessary
work. lir. Fonein the present engineer ani superintendent, in whose skill,
industry and economy your committee has perfect confidence, has improved
upon the plan of lMajor Tousard and devotes his whole time to its complet-
ion, In the meantime the public funds are nearly exhausted. But these
works of defense, which all must admit to be proper - remain incomplete.
In this interesting situation you are called upon to supply the deficieney
of publie appropriation by voluntary contributions." . v 571?7’

Fory licHenry was first /garrigoned/ by re¢depal troops in 1799, wiose
gtrength for 1§04 i§/4iVﬁf{i; gé/i; 1at;xéi§{yz,d§:;€§:s %p(/;7,642{§39;>

Cyffb In /the meantime Baltimore was growing by leaps and bounds, its pop-
_ /
ulati of lesg than 8000 in/;780 had increased to 31514 in 1800, which

was Ffurther idcreased to 46555 by 1810,
ihis brick and mortar fortrees is constructed in the shape of a five

pointed star with a distance of 300 feet between each of its roints and
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was surrounded by a moat on—edi—sddes. 1he outer 2 e § maa built of Balti-

more made brick axﬁ-ie,over two feet thick and fourteég feet higgzggzﬁd
allpaiennd with granite and sand stone slabs. Twenty feet back of this,
another brick wall was built and fifteen feet back of it a stone wall . B :
faoiﬁé’inaide of the fort was erected and stone rip rap was packed between i
these retaining walls and the whole covered with dirt and sodded to mske

A
a p:nxnaiion wall 35 feet thick around the fort. 1he second section of

this wall however is 4 feet lower than the outer wall within the star

M,—.
pointsfeo provide a platform for the guns and to serve as a protection to

the men that men them,

the thieckness of this wall is best observed in the porte or entrance
to the fort where there is ample room for iae dungedns thlrﬁgribve feot .
long, eighteen feet wide and nine feet high n edbeer side

undéthe fort wal%s, %9! es gpace for the guard rooms of the garrison |
a

jneide the antranca rechway of the Porte is 12 fesat high and 9 feet

‘*inm

wide with heavily iron studded doors at both ends,

parallel sides of

the for},i:f 45 eety&gn with 135 feet between the bases of the star
point%’wheﬁo 51des are 75 feet long and the structure in itself is a
W™

mouwnt to the brick masons who built it,

The houses for the garrison are elliptieally arranged within theqig;kjy

side area 0f the fort., i f the entrance stu-il the headquart-
ers building 75 feet long and aighteen feet deep, & two storied brick

8tructure that housed the Commander and his family on the second floor
while the adjutant and his staff were quartered on the lower floor where i
the office was also located. 1The rooms in this building are connected by |
corriders and like the other buildings in the arsa are well lighted and

faced by two story colonia%«poréhes that run the full length of each

!
|
r
&
|
;
build ing. ;
Next to the headquariers building is the o0ld powder magazine whose i

{

walls are eight feet thick on all sides, enceclosing a room 12 x 12 x 20
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feet that is entered by a heavy ‘wooden doory4x6 feet mnd further protected

with an iron barred door. #Flanking this was the offieers building and then

two buildings originally tenanted by enlisted men, although when the
garrison grew larger the enlisted men were gquartered in barracks that were
built outside and one of these barracks was given over to the additional

| of ficers m;ze othex?:gl’sed for storage purposes. sLach of these three

‘ buildings confw to a general architecture witirFTho—Swo—storied—porelos

h, but differimeg from the administration

hdddemg or headcmarters e -building divided into three seections up-
’M £ w »

stairs and down and connected by individual stairs G well was sunk in
‘ the oval of the area to provide water for the garrison  iastimesedemmmi

With

G-t 1E: e QO 1T¢d :n~f ' «_‘ o A il =

L & L 4 - '
femﬁ'fﬁt‘hmwﬁ olw& m g-onlyfngress-of
day_lighé-—bo-the=tfmadtds, is a one men passageway that Jes under the full

width of the fesi walls and which was used for communieating with the out- |

gide batteries when the gates were locked at a time of seize. ihrough the
ssage amunition could also be carried to the out works if needed.

Outside the fort walls arhr-; the upper and lower batteries, in the con-
struction of which Brw:{'% the earth is backed byzgriok walls,
upon whicﬁlatforms were built for their ;J;:. ’magazines under each

separate battery.

5 en

one thinks, of its défense in 1814, note its flag flying from
the pole in-the s bastion as Key's inspiyation for 9/Star
Spangled Banner,/ one almoBt feels t the caltimbre Commit e'é ingist-
/
n

.

trongest/fortificat in the united States at that time, /was

/
/

almost a
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