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HouseE OF DELEGATES
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401

269-3744

DANIEL J. MINNICK, JR. HOME: 282-4650
EIGHTH DISTRICT 2421 FAIRWAY
SPEAKER PRO TEM DUNDALK, MARYLAND 21222

COMMITTEES: BUSINESS: 284-4929
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 7100 SOLLERS PT. RD.
PROTOCOL, CHAIRMAN DUNDALK, MARYLAND 21222

Mr. Ben Womer
7711 Fairgn Road
Dundalk, Maryland 21222

Dear Mr. Womer,

I am writing to inform you that Delegate Minnick has sponsored legislation

to provide a permanent buoy Ccomgmorating the location where Francis Scott Key
viewed the bombardment of Fort McHenry. This legislation was introduced in
the form of a Joint House Resolution (HIR 92), on Febuary 23,1979. I have
enclosed a copy of the resolution for your scrutiny.

Thank-you for your concern and imput in this matter; if we can be of any

o.further service to you, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Best-wishes.

Sincerel Yours,
- v
C@ - =

Ric Chesek, Legislative Intern,
Delegate Daniel J. Minnick Jr.




HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 92
91r3754 3200~00000

By: Delegate Minnick
Intyoduced and read first time: February 23, 1979
Assigned to: Environmental Matters

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION
A House Joint Resolution concerning
Memorial Buoy Marker - Francis Scott Key
FOR the purpose of reguesting the Department of Natural
Resources to place a nonnavigational buoy at the site
where Francis Scott Key wrote the Star Spangled Banner.
WHEREAS, The writing of the Star Spangled Banner by
Francis Scott Key is one of the major historical events in

the history of both the State of Maryland and the United
States of America; and

WHEREAS, 1979 is the two-hundredth anniversary of the

- birth of Francis Scott Key; and

WHEREAS, 1979 is also the two hundred and fiftieth
anniversary of Baltimore City; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND, That the
anniversary of these events should be celebrated together;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Department of Natural Resources is
requested to place nonnavigational buoy markers at the site
where Francis Scott Key wrote the Star Spangled Banner; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution be sent to the
Honorable James R. Coulter, Department of Natural Resources,
Tawes State Office Building, Annapolis, Maryland 21401; to
the Honorable James Clark, Jr., President of the Senate; and
to the Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin, Speaker of the House.

- - - - -
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March 8, 1979

Hone Daniel Je Minnieck, Jre
7100 Sollers Point Hnﬁ
Dundalk, Md. 21222

Re: Houge Joint Resolution Yo. 92

Dear Delegate Minnick,

Hre Ben Re Womer has sent me a copy of the above fouse Joint Resolution
requesting The Department of Natural Resources to place a nonenavigae
tional bouy at the site where Francils Scott Key wrote the Star Spangled
Banner on September 1l, 181L.

For the Society of the War of 1812 I wish to express its interest in
and its support of such action, because of 1ts patriotic and historical
importance to Baltimore County, The Cilty of Baltimore and the entire
State of Maryland.

This historical event gave our Country its Vational Anthem and marked
the successful defense of the British attack on Baltimore by sea and the
successful land battle of the Patapsco Neck. These victories changed
the course of our "Second War for independence®™ and strongly effected
the Treaty of Ghent, which concluded the War,

If there should be any hearing upon this bill we would attend and speak
in its favor.

We urge and suggest this worthy and patriotic legislation.
Respectfully,

SVCiac 3¢ Vannort Chapman
Copy = Mr, Herbert H., Witz, President

Star Spangled Banner Flag House

84y E. Pratt Street,

Baltimore, Maryland. 21202



March 8, 1979

Mrs. Abraham A. Dash, President,
Maryland State Society of the
Daughters of 1812,
12909 Brunswilck Avenue
Bowle, Md. 29715 :
Ret House Joint Resolution No., 92
Memorial Bouy Marker
Francis Scott Key

Dear Mrs. Dash,

Feeling that your Society and its members will be Interested in the
above legislation, and would support it enthusilastically, and would
express its support by a letter to Delegate Daniel J, Minnick, Jr.,
7100 Sollars Point Road, Dundalk, Maryland, 21222, and offer to arpear
in its behalf should eny hearing be held thereon, a copy of said
Resolution is enclosed. ‘

The Soclety of The uar of 1812 is taking such a position.
Cordially,

SV(Ciac S« Vannort Chapman



Mareh 8, 1979

Mrss NWiles B, Hopkins, Preasident,
Charter Chapter of the Daughters
of the Society of the War of 1812
38 shawnee Lane

Bel Air, Maryland

Re: House Joint Resolution No. 92
Memorial Marker
Francis Scott Key

Dear Mrs, Hopkins,

Feeling that your Society and its mewbers will be interested in the
above legislation, and would support it enthusiastiecally, and would
express 1lts support by a letter to DelegateDaniel J, Minnick, Jr.,
7100 Sollers Point Road, Dundalk, Marylend, 21222, and offer to
appear in its behalf should any hearing be held thereon, a copy of
said Resolution is enclosed. ' ' )

The Society of The War of 1812 is taking such a position,
i : ~ Cordially,

SVCiac 8. Vannort Chapman



Mareh 9, 1979

Mr, Ben R. Womer
7711 Fairgn Road
Dundalk, Maryland. 21222

Re: Francis Scott Key Bouy
Dear Mr, Womer:

Enclosed are copies of my letters on the above matter for your

information and use.

Sincerely,

SVCiac S. Vannort Chapman



COUNTY COUNCIL OF BALIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND
Legislative Session 1979, Legislative Day No. 6
RESOLUTION NO.  25-79

Mr. 0'Rourke , Councilman

By the County Council, March 19, 1979

A RESOLUTION requesting the Department of Natural Resources to place a nonnavigation- f€

al buoy at the site where Francis Scott Key wrote the Star Spangled Banner.f

WHEREAS, all citizens of Maryland are deeply proud of Fort McHenry and of .
Franc{s Scott Key who wrote the Star Spangled Banner during the bombardment of this j.;-.
historical site; and 'f*?gffi:

WHEREAS, . the Star Spangled Banner became the National Anthem of our great land o
and is revered by all peoples of the universe; and

WHEREAS, 1979 is the two-hundredth anniversary of the birth of Francis Scott i ”1'
Key as well as the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the City of Ba]timore.‘ ) s

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Baltimore County Council that in com-
memoration bf these famous events, a nonnavigational buoy marker be placed at the

site where Francis Scott Key wrote the Star Spangled Banner, and it hereby urges

that such action be taken by the Department of Natural Resources; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be sent to the‘Honorablerf

James R. Coulter, Department of Natural Resources.
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Mr. S. Vannort Chapman, President
605 Maryland Trust Building
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Dear Mr,., Chapman,

Thank you for your letter of March 8, 1979, concerning HJR 92.
I am sorry for the delay in answering your letter, but the mail has
been rather heavy.

I appreciate your support on this legislation. I don't think
HJR 92 will require any further legislation to make it a reality.
The hearings have already been held. At this time the buoy is at
urtis Bay being sandblasted and painted. We also have a committment
*r placement of the buoy. We do not have a committment for the
aintenance of the buoy at this time.

I will keep your organization in mind should we require any
further assistance in this matter. Again, thank you for your support
on this legislation. If I can be of any help in the future, please
contact me.

Truly yours,

aril (| Porrictt,

nnick, Jr.
Eighth District

DJIM/pac
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April 17, 1979

Hon. Daniel J. Minnick, Jr.
7100 Soller's Point Road
Dundalk. Md. 21220

Re: Star Spangled Bouy
Dear Delegate Minnick,

Thank you for your letter of March 30th advising that the Star Spangled
Banner Bouy which was the subject of your H.J.Re Bill 92 was successful
end that the Bouy is presently at Curtis Bay Coast Guard Base being
sandblasted end painted for future location at the approximate spot
where Francis Scott Key wrote our Wational Anthem while being held on
& British Ship as an emissary to procure the release of Dr. Beans held
priséner by the British.

This 1s an importent contribution to the memory of Maryland's great day
in the defensencf our Country and the viectory that spelled out the

defeat of the British on North Point, Baltimore County, and the bombarde
ment of Fort McHenry,.

I regret thé,t I could not appear at the Hearing but I was in Court that
day.

I can assure you that The Society of the War of 1812 will cooperate in
every possible menner.

With thenks to you for your successful efforts, I am
81!10.2‘01".

SVCz:ac Se Vannort Chapman .

b Ren 2. Wornew
771 Faiigrcon Koat
ﬂ««m&vﬂfl Mat. 21222



April 18, 1979

Mr. Donald (3, Beetem
617 Arlinghem Road
Flowerstown, Pa, 19031

Re: War Cry
Dear Don,

The enclosed xerox concerning the Star Spangled Bouy, may be of
some use to you in getting out the War Crve.

I have received Information in a letter of March 21, 1979 from the
UsSe Coast Guard, saying that this Historical Marker Bouy 1s now being
sandblasted and repainted in anticipation of replacement,

- 8“0‘“1’.

SVC:ac Se Vannort Chapman



Che Soriety of the War of 1812 in the State of Maryland

5. VANNDORT CHAPMAN, PRESIDENT
605 MARYLAND TRUST BUILDING
GAI;TIMCIRE. MARYLAND 21202

FOUNDED SEPTEMBER 14, 1814

May 16, 1979

The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes,
1518 Federal Office Building
31 Hopkins Plarza

Baltimore, Md. 21201
Re: Francis Scott Key

Star Spangled Banner
Historical Bouy Marker

My Dear Senator,

I have received a copy of a letter, dated May 8, 1979, addressed

to you from Delegate Daniel J. Minnick, Jr. marked to the attention
of Mr. Bruce Gilmore requesting your assistance in accomplishing
the placing of a permanent non-navigational historic bouy at the
approximate location where Francis Scott Key watched, from an
anchored British ship, the bombardment of Fort McHenry and there
penned our National Anthem.

A bouy painted with red and white vertical stripes and topped with
a blue field with sbars has on various occasions been placed at that
historical anchorage to call attention of all water traffic to this
memorable and patriotic occasion.

A bouy so painted is now in the possession of the Coast Guard at its
Curtis Bay Station.

Certainly, there are few locations more historically important in our

past, our Nation or our State than the place where our National Anthem
was conceived and written, at a time when our Country was fighting d&ts
"Second War of Independence', and the City of Baltimore and our State

of Maryland were being invaded by the British.

The successful defense and victories at Fort McHenry and in the Battle
of North Point was the turning point in the War of 1812 and resulted
in forcing the British at the Conference at Ghent to sign an advanta-
geous Treaty of Peace with our Young Nation.

In order to accomplish such a memorial the Maryland Legislature passed
HJR, 92 giving the Department of National Resources authority to handle
the plecemehnt of this Bouy and this legislation was signed by Governor

c . Hughes on May 1, 1979.
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S. VANNORT CHAPMAN, PRESIDENT
605 MARYLAND TRUST BUILDING
EAI-.TIMDRE. MARYLAND 21202

The Soriety of the War of 1812 in the State of Maryland

FOUNDED SEPTEMBER 14, 1814

The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes, #2
1518 Federal Office Building
31 Hopkins Plaza

Baltimore, Md. 21201 Re: Francis Scott Key

Star Spangled Banner
Historical Bouy Marker

The rules, regulations, authority and jurisdiction, both State and
Federal have become sotentangled that only the intervention of some
one in your position can accomplish the entangling of the knot.

Certainly no finer memorial and patriotic reminder of the honor and
national glory of the State of Maryland's contribution to our

ultimate freedom can be established. It would be observed by forelgn
and domestic water born traffic moving up the Patapsco River to the
Port of Baltimore, and if marked on navigational charts of Baltimore
Harbor, it would be forcibly called to the attention of all shipping
Into or from Baltimore Harbor. Its uniqueness would make it memorable.

For these reasons I, and the Society of the War of 1812, request and
urge you to assist and help us in accomplishing this worthwhile project
to the honor and prestige of our State.

Réspe 11y,

/ 6;????:h Zzzzf”4”‘-

SVC:ac ,S. Vannort Chapman




[ DUNDALH-PATAPSCO NECH HISTORICAL SOCIFT:

Founded 1970

o, (o
RicaL, ?0 - R ea e | SeEet e 'I)_FJT\IDALK, MARYLAND 21222

7711 Fairgreen Road
Dundalk, Maryland 21222
July 3, 1979

Commander ‘.
Fifth Coast Guard District
Federal Building

431 Crawford Street
Portsmouth, Virginia 23705

Dear S5ir:

The Dundalk-Patapsco Neck Historical Society has been trying
for the past several years to have the U.S. Coast Guard place a buoy
in the Patapsco River four months of the year to mark one of the most
historic spots in our history. It's the location where Francis
Scott Key wrote our national anthem during the War of 1812.

The Curtis Bay Coast Guard Station, with your permission, has
agreed to place the buoy in the water for 30 days, but no longer, as
it would be a hazard to small boats when-positioned accurately,
historically speaking. We would like to suggest, instead, positioning
the buoy close to existing, stationery pilings (referred to as the
01d Aluminum Pier) which projects into the river for a considerable
distance, Placeing the buoy adjacent to this pier would avoid a
hazardous situation for small boats. It would be only slightly
removed from the historical location but still could te seen from the
Francis Scott Key Memorial Bridge where thousands of tourists pass from
June to September.

Our state legislature has passed a resolution, signed by the
Governor of Maryland, in support of having this buoy placed in the
Patapsco River near the Francis Scott Key lMemorial Bridge for four
months of the year. The Society of the War of 1812 also endorses
the placement of the buoy. We hope that you will reconsider and grant
permission for relocating the buoy adjacent to the pier for the months
of June, July, August and September on an annual basis.

Sincerely yours,

Ben R. Womer
Founder and Past President
Dundalk-Patapsco Neck Historicel Society




S. VANNORT CHAPMAN, PRESIDENT
605 MARYLAND TRUST BUILDING
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21202

Che Soriety of the War of 1812 in the State of Maryland

FOUNDED SEPTEMBER 14, 1814

August T, 1979

Mres Donald G, Easectan,

P.0Os Box I

Port Washington,

Pennae, 1903 Ret Star Soangled Banner Bouy

Dear Pon,

Enclosed is a xevox copy of a pileture that appeared in the
Baltimors Sun on July 26th deplcting the placing of a painted
bouy, prenared by the Coast Guard toc mark the estinated spo®
where Key wrote the Star Spangled lanrer whilk on the British
Ships, This might be cf some use iIn the "War C-y%,

T had R1ttle to do to bring this about except write some letters.
Credit for the accomplisghed really ghould go to Mr, Ben R. Womer,
Pregident of the Dundallk-rotansko Higtorical Soclety who houng-
dogged it, 82l1 the way throush. " ,P'

Qur next mecting of The Pwecutive Jormittee ol Maryland 'will be on
Adgust 2lat. Is there any chance of having the new memberstip
sertificates for display at vhat timey

I hope you ‘have bad a pleasgant summer and a good vacation.

Sincerely,

SVCiac 5« Vammort Chapmen




D T A e R AT K 3 547 v A . 1m0 ST

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
UM TED STATES COAST GUARD CoManeer (oan)

FIFTH COAST CUARD DISTRICT
FEDERAL BUILDING

431 CRAWFORD STREET
FORTSMOUTH. VIRGINIA 23705

+16500
SEP 2 4 1979

'Mr. Ben R. Womer

The Dundalk-Patapsco Neck Historical Society
P.G. Box 9235

Dundalk, MD 21222

Dear Mr. Womer:

This is in response to your recent letter concerning the temporary

commemorative buoy established in the Patapsco River near Dundalk,
Maryland.

I am pleased to advise you that the Francis Scott Key buoy marker
will be seasonally placed on station from 1 June through 30 September.
This schedule will commence in 1980. The buoy will be maintained by
the U. S. Coast Guard,

The position of the recently deployed buoy approximates the location
of the Francis Scott Key vessel. Your recommendation to locate the
buoy close to shore, near the abandoned piling, is being studied and
a decision will be made on the final location prior to next summer.

You are commended for your continued interest in this historic event.

Sincerely
([\/‘\-—'-"‘

?. E LEHR

Captain, U. S. Coast Guard
Chief of Staff

Fifth Coast Guard District

A T D S e LA 3 e |

M




October 10. 1979

Mr. Ben R, Womer
7711 Fairgreen Road
Dundalk, Md., 21226

Re: Star Spangled Bammer Buoy.
" GONGRATULATIONSY ' 1 have received the co

of the U.S.Coadt Guard letter dated tember g,
1979, addressed to you, advising that "the Francis
Scott Key Buoy marker will be seasonally pladed
on station from 1 June t 30 September. This

schedule will commence in 1980. The buoy will be
maintained by the U. S, Coast Guard,"

You can chalk up another victory in behalf of
Francis Scott Key and our National Anthem, It was
your battle and you have won it.

Sincerely,

8VC:kms 2e Vannort Chapman



In Campign
IsS209%

©#. By David Willlams 8
‘Annapolis—A  substantia] dif;
ference in the statug of the
campaign finances of the can-|
didates in the Fourth congres-
sional district was shown yes-,
terday by their federal -cam
Ppaign reports, . " g :

Werner H, Fornos, ‘the’ Dem.
ocratic candidate, reported a
deficit of $20,989, as of August
.y

His  Republican opponent,
Mrs. Marjorie . Holt,  re-
ported $6,340 cash on hand,

Furthermore, Mr, Fornos’s
: campaign debt showed a rapid
BOBBING BUOY—The buoy marks the Key spot. ff{, oft?jgﬁrz;mgi?é:fs.llﬁeoiﬂl,wfh{

e N last previous federa) report,

Rut, "&*‘_f The  largest identifiable

,&70/ A ST group of ‘contributions to Mr.
: A ~ |Fornos between June 1 and

: ’ , [August 31 appeared to come
Buoy Marks The Spot ! from labor unjons and their

political arms.

; $3,000 From Unlons ]

e _ | These totaled at Jeast $8,600.4

here K ey Saw F Iag ~| The AFL-CIO Committee on]

‘ i Political Education contributed}

J $3,000, increasing its contribu-

- By Wayne Hardin aFe ~.i |tion to Mr. Fornos for the entire

A red, white and blye Star  weeks ago. After T heard year to $5,000. : §

Spangled Banner buoy bobs  from him, T tried to get | He also received $2,000 from

brightly in the Patapsco . action on it and eventually |the National Committee for an

River off Sollers Point at or got the Coast Guard to ar- |Effective ;Congress, a New:
about where in 1814 Francis

range to supply the buoy.” York group; $2,000 from the
Scott Key saw the rocket's The Coast Guard wag Democratic Study Group cam-
red glare, the bombs burst- + helped in the placement be- |paign fund (a group of , Lib-
ing in air and the flag over ' cause other  buoys spent |eral Democratic congressmen);
Fort McHenry still there, ©! some time there in 1914 for |and $1,000 from the - Demo-
- Nowadays, handicapped by the Star Spangled Banper |cratic National Congressional
‘pollution-filled air,  you

centennial and after World |Committee in Washington,
couldn’t even begin to S€e . War II and the location was The Lake Shore Democratic
Fort McHenry and the flag-i. gy marked in its records, Club, which is generally asso-
waving sight that inspired Then, the Maryland Naval |ciated with Delegate John J.
Mr. Key to write what was “Militia got into the act and |Fallon (D., Anne Arundel 6B),
to become the National An- - painted the buoy into the |gave Mr.Fornos $1,000,
them, - 15-star, 15-stripe  design of | Mrs. Rita Davidson, his’ for-
But the place not far from e American “ flag of the |mer boss at the Department of
modern Dundalk where My, * time, Mr. Stick saiq. Employment and Social Sery-
Key is supposed to haye | !'M&

4

g " An Appropriate Time ices, contributed $250, boosting
stood aboard a British ship After ',’,‘,’at,p,a” that re. |her total for the year to $500.
watching the bombardment, mained was the appropriate Dorman Contribution
couldn't even be knowingly

i i i And Charles J, Dorman,. a
Seen up close until this week ;:)T?hesgln;ﬁ{ngmor tg: tﬁf;; ' |member of the ' Democratic
when a_Star Spangled ‘Bap- Mr. Womer, Mr. Stick the | county central committee who !
ner nun buoy was lowered naval militia ‘and i fow c;ther is circulating petitions against
 into the water by the Coast interested obseryers watched, | the candidacies of Mr, Fornosi
el sy S35, DUoytender, White . Intere: that .the buoy js jn |and Senator George'S, Mc.
L «Plne,,,,_/;e_\h,.-,-._“_wﬁ.; ,,#1'{,;“-“&44&’,,3“': the next step for Mr.. | Govern, was listed as having
Steelworker’s Idea - -~ Womer and Mr. Stick jis to |confribitéd $30 to"a testimontal
The Coast Guard put the keep it there, they say, July 27 for Mr. Fornos,
long, conical-shaped buoy CWO 3 John Meekins, the The testimonial raised 37,592'. L
into the water after a Dup- . aide’'to navigation officer for Thl-? included the only contri-
dalk steelworker-turned-his-' ' the Baltimore (Coast Guard buhon; to Mr. Ft_)rnos from a
t “torian named Ben R. Womer' .. group, said the buoy is there |recognizable business group,

got the whole thing started. - on a “temporary basis” and [$250 from the Olin Executive
And, the Society of the War - "can remain for up to three Voluntary Nonpartisan Politj-
of 1812 took up the cause, months,

cal Fund,

Mr. Womer, 61, a still-ac- | “If they want it to remain | The fund is maintained by
tive 44-year employee of \* there permanently, a request executives of th'e.OHn Corpora-
Bethlehem Stee] Corporation, = will have to be made to the tion, a diversified compan
is co-founder of the Dun. commander of the 5th Coast formerly known as Olin-Mathie- i
the| dalk-Patapsco Neck Histori- ~ Guard district in Portsmouth, |son Chemical Corporation, ac-
ang cal Society and a map dedi-  Va.,” Mr. Meekins said,

cording to its general counsel.
cated to Spreading the word Could Stay There Mrs. Holt’s largest contribu-
about history in his area. “It's not in the channe] so |tor during the three-month pe-

As Defenders Day neared,  Idon’t see why it can’t stay,”
Mr. Womer, chief society re- - Mr. Stick said.
searcher, said he thought jt  Meanwhile,  Representa.
would be nice to have a buoy  tives Paul Sarbanes (D., 4th)
placed at the Key spot. So he  and Clarence Long (D., 2d)
grote Gordon M. F. Stick, are being asked to help,
Mr.|' 5T of Guilford, nationa) But, regardless of how
| President of the Society of long it stays, Mr. Womer
the War of 1812 and chajr. = says the new buoy is an
man of the Constellation = event of significance for the
last| Bestoration Committee, 800d people of the Dunkalk
ast area,
tion Instigated By Womer "I can’t tell you what: a
fo] “Mr. Womer js the man tremendous thing this js to
sick| that instigated the idea,” ;' the people in the Patapsco
stay| Mr. Stick said. “He brought Neck,”

] he said. “They’re
e0.] it to my attention o 8 really proud of jt." _

riod was the Maryland Medical
Political = Action Committee,
which gave her $5,550, making
its contribution $10,550 for the
year,
Deadline Beaten

Dr.” Dewitt E, Delawter, |Sea
president of the Medical and |con
Chirurgical Faculty and for. |fall
mer chairman of the commit. |usu
tee, said the earlier $5,000 was 4
contributed to Mrs. Holt before B
the April 7 effective date of
the federal reporting law,

Its current chairman, ' Dr,
Raymond L, Markley, said the
committee obDeratee Mnder sb .

the




Ben : Worﬁér Launches Campaign for

-

Francis Scott Key Memorial Buoy Here.

h“ ByE. Van Holland

“Ben R. Womer, president
& founder of the Dundalk-
Patapsco” Neck - Historical
Society,. has that crusading
gleam in his eyes again. -

This time the local histor-
ian is upset because there is
no permanent buoy marking
the ! spot ‘off Sollers Point
where'! Francis Scott Key
(omposed the National
\nthe:n when the British
were “bombarding  Fort
McHenry during the War of
1812.° wv

Mr.& Womer said,
“Thousands of tourists cross
the - Francis Scott Key
Bridge every day, & prob-
ably not one of them knows
that “100 yards from the
bridge Francis Scott Key
‘omposed our National,
Anthem, ™

“This, is one of the most
historical spots in the coun-
try, & it remains unmarked
& unhonored' ; :

‘ Temporary Buoy

Ben Womer's crusade for

! permanent buoy. hononng

this historical site is not a ks

subject that is new to him.

Ben R. Womer
; Photo - Echols
Key had composed the Na-
tional Anthem.

Enhst.mg the help of many
“organizations, including the
Society of the War of 1812 &
the U.S. Coast Guard, Mr.
Womer was able to have a
duphcat,e of the 1914 buoy
~ again placed at the same site
to help the City celebration
in 1972,

This buoy was only tem-

the . bridge named
Francis Scott Key, especially

| -.since it passed near the site
* of his compesition of our na-
_ tional anthem.

With the help of the
Society of the War of 1812,
the Md. Flag House, the His-
torical Trust Society of Md.
& other groups, the State of
Md. agreed to name the

bridge after Francm Scott §

Key.

Mr. Womer remembered,
with a smile, how then Secre-
tary of Transportation

. Harry Hughes wrote to him.

“We will name the bridge-af-
ter Key. Please don't-send
any more letters!"’

Now " that the bridge
carries close to 6 million pas-
sengers per year, Mr. Womer
believes that they need to
know exactly where Key

composed the national
anthem. .
Requested Help

Just beginning his cam-
paign for a permanent buoy

marking the site, Mr. Womer
is awaiting help from Con- -

gressman Clarence D. Long,
State Senator Patrick Welsh

after._r

Dundalk Eagle, Dund:
%, powbALK
Ly R MO

" The "Star Snangled Buoy" marks the approximate spot where
Francis Scott Key composed the national anthem on the back of
an envelope Sept. 14, 1814. (A few days later Key finished the
poem in a Baltimore hotel, & it was soon set to the music of a
Britishtune, “To Anacreon in Heaven.” Larg.ly through the ef-
forts of Ben Womer, the above buoy was placed there on Sept. 10,
1972 for a period of 30 days to help Baltimore celebrate its 175th
anniversary of the launching of the frigate “Constellation.”"” Mr.
Womer said that the above buoy is a replica of the temporary
buoy used in 1914 to celebrate the anniversary of the conclusion of
the War of 1812. Mr. Womer is now determined to press for a

permanent memorial buoy to be placed in the area. In the back-

ground is the Sparrows Point Bethlehem Steel shipyard. © !

reach Baltimore until Feb. 13,
1815. The City of Baltimore

Cash, .Iewi_alry Stolen
celebrated the end of the war g, ¥ SR, S

porary because funds for its
In-Sept. of 1972, when the Al lankaoe

Uity of; Baltimore was pre- -
)anng to celebrate the 175th
inni of the launching.
of the Consteuatlon, Mr.
Womer.irecalled . the City's =
100th celebration of the con-;
clusion of the War of 1812+
that  anniversary " in

ary buoy had -
-

permanent
were not available. But two
events have happened to Ben
Womer since 1972 that have

.aroused him to seek funding *

of a permanent buoy.
; - Park Statue

In April of 1974, while -

v151tmg Golden Gate Park in

“San Francisco, Mr. Womer *
“‘discovered

“the  park's
memorial statue to Francis

s Scott Key erected in 1887.

o 10

AT

L hJ

i

.. saw that statue erected that

23,1977,

Mr. Womer said, “When I

whem l{ay oompoaed our na-

.,t.mm.l anthem."

" The other event that
added to Mr. Womer's drive
for a permanent buoy was
‘the opening of the Francis
Scoot Key Bridge on March

Naming of Bridge
Before the bridge was

 finished & as yet unnamed,

“'Ben Womer decided to

" mount a campaign to have

- Come JOIH‘
T THE

& Delegates Robert Staab &
Daniel Minnick.

Mr. Womer said, “People
& organizations can help by

writing to their government

representatives. I.am asking
all citmens to support this
project.”

Those who know Ben
Womer believe that he will

persevere in this campaxgn
. until hé obtains action. e
“former
_president of the Society of

Gordon - Stick,

the War of 1812, said, “Ben
Womer is a staunch citizen &

x}

' *a¥true patriot.” He fought”
honor the place_':"'

hard' for the naming of the
Francis Scott Key Bridge, &

he will fight hard for the his-/.

torical buoy commenorating

the composition of:our. na-

tional anthem. 2

I can’t say enough about. ‘
him. If we had more Ben_
... Womers, this would be a
. better place to livein.” *2 '~

Historical Date
When the War of 1812

ended on Dec. 24, 1814, news .

of the peace treaty did not

with a great display of fire-
words on Feb. 15, 164 years
ago today (Feb. 15, 1979).

' Ben Womer,  historian
that he is, agrees that today
is an appropnate date - to

launch his campaxgn for a

permanent.” ¥ floating

A piggy b&nk containin
$25, half gal. bottle with $2.

~ in coins, man's yellow gol:

ring valued at $250 & ladie:
solitaire worth $250 wa.
stolen from the home of
Denise Ann Wheeler of Wal
lace Rd. by a thief who brok:

monument to -Franc:s Scott

into her home on ’I‘uesday ol
last week. :

FA BRIC

AT 4701 O’DONNEI.I.

(m the old TRIPLE S Pound Goads

4 DAYS ONLY THURS.,

- FEB.'15, 16, 17 & 19, 930t05

°JUST ABOUT EVERY TYPE OF FABRIC '
- *BOTH REMNANTS & FABRICS ON- ROLLS
1'GOOD FABRICS ¢SOILED FABRICS: 'SOME

ALL US ABLE — ALL SEW/L
Fabrlcs In The R/ot ROOrr

¢

Sa/e




i The Weather

_uance of thunderstorms today and to-
| night High, 88; low, 77. Yesterday's high,

88: low. 76. :
‘ T S0 - ; |
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Oh, say youcan see = B0 s b I L
y i A special star-spangled buoy ‘was dropped into the " tour miles from Fort McHenry, marks the spot i
' "1 'Patapsco River yesterday to honor the 200th birth- where it is believed Key watched the 1814 bom- ¢

. .77 day of Francis Scott Key August 1. The buoy, ' * bardment of the fort. The buoy will be in the water i g

, slightly upstream from the Key bridge and about - ‘ for about twoweeks. . ., .. o

2 o i : ;




