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REY N, PRESIDENT GEORGE L.IRVIN , TREASURER
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Merchants and Manufacturers

- -
Association
ADVISORY BOARD:
b et L of SUMMERFIELD BALDWIN
E.ASBURY DAVIS E.STANLEY GARY

F.S.CHAVANNES CHARLES E.FALCONER
F.J.LAMOTTE WILLIAM H.MATTHAI1

W.W.CATOR Baltimore HENRY F.BAKER
Netober 21st, 1921,

Hon. O« Es Weller,
mnited states Senate,
Washington, D.C.

My dear Senatorss

"he ammouncement in the daily press of this city last evening
and this morning to the effect that the War Tepartment intends to sell
Fort MeHenry to the highest bidder come as a distinct shock to this
commnity, and more especially to me personally on aceount of our recent
ecorrespondence on this subject.

1f there is any more historical spot in the United states than
Fort VeHenry 1 don't know where to look for it - and at thés particular
time, how any red-blooded American could for one moment consent to his
novermment disposing of Fort McHenry is beyond me, and I don't belleve
that any good American citizen who has the true love of country and vho
honors his flag would pemmit it. Fort McHenry should not only belong to
the citizens of the oity of Baltimore and the State of Maryland, but
should be the property of the whole "mited sStates, and should be 80 pre-
served as to make it a point of interest to every citizen in this country.

A number of our citizens have been making efforts to bring about
the restoration of Fort MeHenry to its originasl status, and to preserve the
spot on vhich the Wational Anthem was written by Francis Scott ¥ey, by
making it a Wational Park and having it properly cared for by the Tnited
gtates Government.

If our Covernment is in such finsncial condition that it feels
it necessary (and I don't believe this is the case) to dispose of Fort
McHenry, then, as very properly said in the press thie morning, we had
better sell the original cory of the Declaration of Independence and all
other documents in which our people are interested and love.

I appeal to you and to your associates in Congress, without
regard to party, to immediately take such steps as will prevent any such
action as is forecast in the papers this morning by the Secretsry of War.

I again appeal to you %o ask the gSecretary of War at the earliest
possible date to nmame an hour and date at which time he can be seen in
regerd to this matter.

Very sincerely yours,

(signed) ¥Yey Compton
Pregident.



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

Annapolis, Maryland

October 22nd, 1921.

cCoPr?T

Key Compton, Esqe
Prosident, i

Merchants and Manufacturers Association,
Baltimore, Maryland.

Dear Mre. Comptons=

Thank you for your favor of Qotober 2lst, enclosing
copy of your letter to Senator Weller relative to Fort M&Henry.

I am gertainly with you in your object, and will
do anything I can to help. I am glad to see from the latest newspaper
acoounts that the situation does not appear as serious as it did at
first.

Very truly yours,

(Signed) Albert C. Ritchie,

Governore.



UNITED STATES SENATE

Committee on Commerce.

October 22, 1921,

Mr. Key Compton Esq., President,
Merchants & Mamifacturers Associatiom,
Baltimore, Maryland,

My dear Mr. Compton;

I read your letter to me about Fort McHenry in the press
yesterday, and received the letter this morning. There have been
80 many misstatements and so much misrepresentation on this subject,
that I have decided to make a statement to the papers about it mnext
Sunday merming. I believe that this will clear the atmosphere.
I have talked with Secretary Weeks several times about this, including
& conference with him this morning.

I have not made an appointment for you and Mr, Bland to see
him, because the Secretary is extremely busy, and I felt that it would
not be mecessary. Besides, I know that this is the view of the
Secretary. I talked to him again this morning sbout the engagement,
and he will make ome with you, if you desire it, after reading my
statement on Sunday. The Secretary will be glad to see you, although
he can only tell you that this matter is in the hands of Congress,
and he can probably add nothing to my statement,

I shall be glad t0 hear from you further about this, I am
sending Mr. Bland a copy of this, for his information. -

With kind regards, believe me,
Sincerely yours,
(Signed) 0. E. WELLER.
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Merchants and Manufacturers
Association
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F.J.LAMOTTE WILLIAM H.MATTHAI
i
}0 x ]
\ v T0 THE BUSINESS AND PATRIOTIC ORGANIZATIONS

.' | \ OF BALTIMORE:-
v\}_.’
o
J o
a %}'ﬁ‘ Your attention is directed to the enclosed copy of
' letter written by ¥r. Yey Compton, President of the Merchants

and ¥amifacturers Asscciation to Qenator 0. E. "eller. Tt
\: involves the fate of Fort McHenry.
i

Tt is very imperative thet every organizat ion should
agk vigorously in this matter. It is not necessary for us
to do more than merely call your attention to what 1is con-
templateé by the War Tepartment. Will you use your utmost
influence quickly, and in the most effective way, to head
off this incomprehensible bad move on the part of the
Tashington Authorities.

A, S« GOLDSBOROUGH
GENERAL SECRETARY.



The Tatrobe Apartments,
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Yours very truly,
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Yours very truly,
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TMonorable Ovington B. Weller,

-In-r'__"\l-’
0

edety opvortunity to use its utmost endeavors ro pni‘cnt. what "It _

T o

‘Senate of the United States,
washington, D.C.
liy dear Sir: !
On behalf of the laryland listorical Society I beg te
voice its earnest hope that the threatened sale of Fort Naollenry F
may be but the outcome of some misapprehension, and to ask that
if there be any risk of such action, you will secure for this Sos

could but‘nsud as the desecration of a spot held almost sacred by
the eitizens of our State.

Yours very truly,

President.
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Copy to Hon. W. Hall Harris.



KEY COMPTON, PreSIDENT GEORGE L.IRVIN,TREASURER
ROBERT J.BEACHAM, SECRETARY A.E.BECK,TRAFFIC MANAGER
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Merchants and Manufacturers ,ip P
Association /
ADVISORY BOARD:
VICE‘PPESIDENTSZ of‘ ;‘:JTHE/ISE;FIGEALEVBALDWIN
ey Baltimore £ STANKEY Gl

F.S.CHAVANNES HENRY F.BAKER
F.J. LAMOTTE CHAHLESE.FALCONEF?
FRANK N.HO

Oatober 25th, 4658~

Hon. 0. E. Weller,
United States Semate,
Washington, D.O.

My dear Senator:

1 have yours of the 22na instant in angwer to mine of the 21st
regarding Fort MclHenry amd its status.

xmutnagmmuuam-tmmummu
press, and I also read the public statement of the Sesretary of war "that
ltwudhnerl.-hnnmmWyn.uthathp!dpdhh-mm
doonmhhctnhumbmt such a sacrilege.»

Fort MoHenry is the property of the United States Govermment ,
mmmmtetmmmmmumsmum. Therefore,
in my jodgment, 1t camnot hnmadct-upt by an agt of Congress, and
therefore the Secretary of War is absolutely right when he says that the
matter hznthoh-uoerMhomm-nmuthmum
statement. However, Congress will certainly not take any action in this
matter except with the Spmroval of the Seoretary of War, and no doubdt will
Very properly look to the Secretary of War for guidance and advice in re.
gard to 1ts disposition. '

48 I said to you in my letter of the 2lst, Port MaHenry is a
Fationsl and not a city emd state property, and should be treated stristly

to introduce @ Bil] in Congress preserving Fort Nalenry as 2 Rational park
to be maintained by the Unitea States Government. I am satisfied that the
goneral sentiment of the Sommunity 1s in aceord with these views.



With kindest regards, I am

Very singerely yours,

o

Copy to Hon. W. Hall Harris.



SixTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS

JULIUS KAHN, CALIF,, CHAIRMAN,

JOHN C. MG KENZIE, ILL,
FRANK L. QREENE, VT.

JOHN M. MORIN, PA.

HARRY E. HULL, IOWA.

W. FRANK JAMES, MICH.
CHARLES C. KEARNS, OHI10.
JOHN F. MILLER, WASH.
RICHARD WAYNE PARKER, N. J.
FRANK CROWTHER, N. Y,
HARRY C. RANSLEY, PA,

JOHN PHILIP HILL, MD.
HARRY M. WURZBACH, TEX.

LOUIS A. FROTHINGHAM, MASS,

WILLIAM 4, FIELDS, KY.
PERCY E. QUIN, Mis8,
HUBERT F. FISHER, TENN,
WILLIAM C. WRIGHT, GA.
PHILIP H. STOLL, 8. C,
DANIEL E. QARRETT, TEX.

J: KUHIO KALANIANAOLE, HAWAIL,
HOWARD F. SEDAWICK, CLERK,

B. FLOYE TAYLOR, ASSISTANT CLERK.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D. C.

JOHN PHILIP HILL

3D DISTRICT MARYLAND

Oot. 26, 1921.

lir. W. Hall Harris,

Presiden t, Sona of the Revolution,
433 Title Building,

Baltimore, ud.

My dear Mr. Harris:

Thank you for your letter
of the 24th. As you have seen in the
press, the entire Maryland Delegation in
Congress has takem up the fight for Fort

licHenry. I introduced a Bill in the House

. providing for the deeding to the Mayor amd

City Council of Baltimore, both Fort licHenry
and Fort Carroll, and public hearings on

this Bill will be conducted by the Military
Affairs Committee of the House on Friday
morning. Tomorrow morning, the laryland
Delegation will meet in the office of Senator
Weller to take up this matter, and you may

be sure every effort will be made to save

these historie landmarks.

Sincere 0 2 : 7
M /
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(1) That Fort McHenry should be retained by the United
States as a national memorial park.e This should be
done not merely because the Fort is associated with the
writing of the Star Spangled Banner; but also because
the Fort is the spot where was fought one of the deter-
mining battles in that crucial American war.

(2) That the United States Government, et such early
period as Congress and the departments deem wise, shall
restore said Fort to its old historic status and at the
seme time shall develop the surrounding reservation, so
that it will be in full harmony with the aims and pur-
poses of sach a memorial park.

(3) That legislation be emacted at once assuring the

retention of the Fort and reservation for the above

stated purposes.




A.A. BLAKENEY
20 DisT. MARYLAND

RIVERS AND HARBORS

Bouse of Representatives U.S.
Wasbhington, B. €. octover 27,1921.

Mr.A.J Carr,
209-15 New Amsterdam Bldg.
Balpimore, Md. :
Dear Mr.Carr:

I heg to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of October 26th, and note your special
interest relative to Fort McHenry situation, and
thank you for the same.

I assure you this matter will be
given my earnest and careful consideration and
I shall be pleased to give the proper decision

to your resolution.

With kindest regards, I am,

Very truly yours,

AAB/LOW.

e




A el - House of Representatives U, S,

Gommitiee on
Expenditures in the Post OFfice Depariment
Washington, 1. €.

October 27, 1921,

Mr, Alfred J, Carr, g
President, Maryland Society, i
215 New Amsterdam Building,

Baltimore, Maryland, '

My dear Mr, Carr:-

I am in receipt of your letter of the
26th instant, containing copy of resolution rassed
at the last meeting of your Society, in reference
to the proposed sale of Fort MeHenry, and replying
thereto would state that you may count on my coopera-
tion to prevent the sale of this historieal place
to private individuals.

Thanking you for having written me in
this comection, and with kind personal regards, I beg
to remain

Very sincgre urs,
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By COMMITTEES:
% b EXPENSES OF THE SENATE
o R

WUlnited Slates Denate, o e o s v

WASHINGTON, D. C.
October 27, 1921,

Mr.Alfred J.Carr, President,

209 New Amsterdam Bldg.,

Baltimore, Md.
My dear Mr.Carr:--
Pormit me to ackmowledge receipt of

copy of resolutions adopted by the Anmual Meeting of
the Society of the War of 1812, in Maryland, in
refersnce to the preservation of Fort lMcHenry as a
national shrine.

You have likely seen in the newspapers
the statement that I am doing all I can to
preserve this historic landmark, and I believe a
solution of the problem will be reached which will be
satisfactory to the citizens of Baltimore.

Assuring you of my heartiest cooperation in

this matter, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

dﬁﬁﬂmo Wi
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0

Mr. Wm. Hall Harris,
Title Building,
216 St. Paul Street,
Baltimore, Md.

My deer Mr, Harris:

In regard to the Fort McHenry
proposition, I am now getting together a complete
mailing list of those persons throughout the coun-
try to whom a copy of the brochure should be sent.

I don't want to take up too much of your valueble
time but I will appreciste your informing me of

just who should get it among the Sons of the Revolu-
tion, or from whom I can get such information.

With assurances of my highest
esteem, I remain,

Yours very truly,

bk 3555



T. ALAN GOLDSBOROUGH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
1sT DiST. MARYLAND : Room 184

Eaadch BHouse of Bepresentatives U. S,
Washington, B, €,

October 28, 1921.

Mr. Alfred J. Carr, President,

Maryland Society of the War of 1812,
2308 New Amsterdam Building,
Baltimore, Md.

My dear Sir:

I thank you for the copy of resolution adopted by the
daryland Society of the War of 18132, protesting against the .
sale of the Fort lMcHenry property. I am in entire sympathy
with the efforts to prevent this step being taken by the Gov-

ernment and believe it is needless to assure you of my co-

operation in the matter.

Very sincerely yours,

//-_.




J. CHAS. LINTHICUM BALTIMORE

LINTHICUM BUILDING

FOURTH MARYLAND DISTRICT 20 E. LEXINGTON STREET
Se— BY APPOINTMENT
CommiTrEE - HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

Oct. 28, 1821

Mr, Alfred J. Carr, Esq,
President, Maryland Society, War 1812,
Baltimore, Md.

iy dear Mr, Carr:

In response to your letter, as President
of the above Society, in which is contained Resolu-
tions passed on October 25, 1921 protesting against
the sale of Fort McHenry, I beg to say I was very
much surprised to see the statement in the Press
sometime ago in which it was intimated that Fort
McHenry would be sold by the Government.

I had no fear then, nor have I had since,
that any such action could or would be taken, and I
believe I have been confirmed -in this by recent
utterances of the Secretary of War. Generally speak-
ing the Secretary of War cannot sell any of the forts
without an aect of Congress, and I am quite sure no
Congress which ever assembled under the dome of the
Capitol would for an instant consider the proposition
of selling a fort of such historic interest as Fort
McHenry.

In spesking particularly of Fort lMcHenry, beg
to say I had the honor in 1914 to have passed by Con-
gress an act which anthorized and directed the Secre-
tary of War to grant permission to Baltimore City to
use Fort licHenry as s public park with right to with-
draw its use at any time the War Department might
think proper. The war having ended, I feel that just
as soon as the Government's use of the Fort hss ceased,
it will be the duty of Secretary of War to grant permis-
Sion of Baltimore City to again repossess this old Fort.

Under that Act, which can be found in the U.S.
Statutes, Vol., 38, Chapter 100, page 382, unless other
legislation has or is passed, I believe the Secretary
of War as outlined by his reports before the Committee
today will re-transfer the Fort and grounds to Balti-
more City. It appears, however, to be the desire of

many to have it made a National Park. I should be very




J. CHAS. LINTHICUM BALTIMORE

LINTHICUM BUILDING

FOURTH MARYLAND DISTRICT 20 E. LEXINGTON STREET
— BY APPOINTMENT
o HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES '

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

Mr. Alfred J. Carr....No.2,

favorable to this if it can be demonstrated that

the National Government will so treat it and properly
care for it. I fear, however, that with the tremen-
dous burden which the National Government is now under,
it will hesitate to maintsin the Fort as a public park
in Beltimore or one in sny other City.

I should like an expression from your Society
after due deliberation as to your views, whether we
should maintain our rights of re-possessing these
grounds and operating and managing them as a public
park for the City of Baltimore, or should we endeavor
to procure other legislation denominating the Fort as
a National Park under the control end supervision of
the Government?

With my regards to you and your Society,

I remain
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WESLEY L. JONES, WASH., CHAIRMAN,
KNUTE NELSON, MINN. J U. FLETCHER, FLA,
BERT M. FERNALD, ME. JOSEPH E. RANSDELL, LA,
‘WILLIAM M. CALDER, N. Y. MORRIS SHEPPARD. TEX.

mEerERR Rt Winiled Siates Denafe,
WALTER E. EDGE, N. J. o

FRANK B. WILLIS, OHIO.
OVINGTON E, WELLER, MD. COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE,

d. H. DAVIS, CLERK.
ROBERT W. KELSEY, ASST, CLERK.

October 29, 1921.

lir. Alfred J. Carr,
President, lMaryland Society
War of 1812,
209 New Amsterdam Building,
Baltimore, Maryland.
iy dear Mr. Carr:
This will acknowledge the receipt

of your letter, reciting a resolution passed at a
recent meeting of the laryland Society of the War
of 1812, relative to the disposition of the Fort
McHenry property, for which I thank you.

I greatly appreciate the interest of the
Society in this matter, and for the information of
its members am enclosing a copy of a statement
issued by me which gives briefly the salient points
in the situation. I would appreciate it if you will
have it read at your next meeting.

With assurances of my cooperation, I am

Sincerely yours,

B .
Enclosure: (1)




STATEMENT ISSUED 70 THE PRESS OF OCTOBER 23 1921, BY
mo.s.m,mmmum!shmrw.

ERERE

Idumtoalmapm-ormniupprohmtmm
lative to Port lcilenry.

. ¥ithin the past six months I have seen Seeretary of
War Weeks several times about this, and have also been in
conference with iessrs. John R, Bland, Xey Compton, snd
other prominent eitisens of Baltimore, who sre very much
interested in the preservetion of this historic spot.,

Fort doHenry has never been granted or deeded to the
City of Baltimore by the Covermment. In 1914 an ict of
Congress suthorized the use of the Fort reservation as a
public park by the City of Baltimore. This iet provided
that the Secretery of ¥War might terminate the use of said
grounds whenever and at such time &s he might deem expedient
to do so. GSeeretary Baker took the property back in 1917,
Guring the Wer, and subsequently returned it to the City of
Baltimore, for use as & park.

Secretary VWeeks has not suthorized the sale of Fort
MeHenry. Congress alone has the right to do this, The
FPort is still in the possession of the City of Baltimore.

In the interest of economy, Seoretary Weeks has had prepared
& list of 102 pieces of real estate owned by the Government,
under the control of the War Department, for which there is
no need for military purposes. The Secretary has transmitted
this 1list to Congress for its considerstion snd sotion. It




o

includes 102 tracts, located in 29 different States. Of
these 7 are in Hassachusetts, and 4 in Haryland, the latter
being Forts Armistesd, Carroll, Foote and licHenry. The sale
of such of these properties as Congress may decide upon will
hﬂagtothoﬁovmtahrmmotmm. and will elso
save heavy maintensance charges. Secretary Yeeks recommended
to Congress that in disposing of these parcels, the locality
should be given an opportunity to purchase the site, when
practicable, and that speeciel consideration should be given
to the desires of the community when the property has any
historie value, such as Fort MoHenry. He also recommended
that appropriate provision should be made at Fort HeHdenry
for the plat of ground reserved for the erecction of & monue
ment to Francis Scott Xey.

4t & conclusion of a conference with me this morning,
Secretery Veeks agreed thet he will recommend to Congress,
that such part of Fort JdeHenry as may be necessary shall
be granted to Baltimore as a public park. With this recom-
mendation, favorable action should be secured from Congress.
The entire Mdarylsnd delegation in Congress will give this
their vigorous support.

It has been estimsted that it would require $55,000
to restore Fort le Henry to the condition it was in at the
time of the bomberdment by the Sritish, on September 11,
1814, and to place it in proper shape for & park. It

would cost about $7,000 a year for its meintensnce.
EE 2 2 3
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WESLEY L. WASH., CHAIRMAN,

KNUTE NELSON, MINN. DUNCAN U, FLETCHER, FLA.

BERT M. FERNALD, ME. JOSEPH E. RANSDELL, LA.

WILLIAM M. CALDER. K.¥.  MORRIS SHEPPARD, TEX,

IRVINE L. LENROOT, WIS.  FURNIFOLD MCL.SIMMONS, M. C. .

CHARLES L. MC NARY, OREQ. NATHANIEL B. DIAL, 8. C.

Do e Slnited Diates Denafe,
WALTER E. EDGE, N. J. p

FRANK B. WILLIS, OHIO. e

OVINGTON E. WELLER, MD, COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE.

d. H. DAVIS, CLERK.
ROBERT W, KELSEY, ASST. OLERK.

AN
% % October 29, 1921.
o

W. Hall Harris, Esquire,

President, Marylend Historical Society,
Baltimore, lMaryland.

My dear lr. Harris:

This will acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of October 24, 1921, relative to the
disposition of the Fort McHenry property, for which
I thank you.

I greatly appreciate the interest of the
Society in this matter, and for the information of
its members am enclosing a copy of & statement
issued by me which briefly gives the salient points
in the situation. I would appreciate it if you will
have it read at your next meeting.

With assurances of my cooperation, I am

Sincerely yours,

S g
B
Enclosure: (1)




STATEMENT ISSUED TO THE PRESS ON OCTOBER 23, 1921, BY
SENATOR O. E. WELLER, ON THE FORT McHENRY SITUATION.

* % ok ok

: I desire to clear up some of the misapprehensions re-
lative to Fort McHenry.

Within the pest six months I have seen Secretary of
War Weeks several times sbout this, and have also been in
conference with Messrs. John R. Bland, Key Compton, and
other prominent citizens of Baltimore, who are very much
interested in the preservetion of this historiec spot.

Fort lMcHenry has never been granted or deeded to the
City of Baltimore by the Govermment. In 1914 an Act of
Congress authorized the use of the Forflroaervation as a
public park by the City of Baltimore. This Aet provided
that the Secretery of War might terminate the use of said
grounds whenever and at such time as he might deem expedient
to do so. Secretary Baker took the property back in 1917,
during the War, and subsequently returned it to the City of
Baltimore, for use as & park.

Secretary Weeks has not authorized the sale of Fort
McHenry. Congress alone has the right to do this. The
Fort is still in the possession of the City of Baltimore.
In the interest of economy, Secretary Weeks has had prepared
& list of 102 pieces of real estate owned by the Government,
under the control of the War Department, for which there is
no need for military purposes. The Secretary has transmitted

this list to Congress for its consideration and action. It




o
inecludes 102 tracts, located in 29 different States. Of
these 7 are in Massachusetts, and 4 in Maryland, the latter
being Forts Armistead, Carroll, Foote and McHenry. The sale
of such of these properties as Congress may decide upon will
bring to the Government a large sum of money, and will also
save heavy maintenance charges. Secretary Weeks recommended
to Congress that in disposing of these parcels, the locality
should be given an opportunity to purchase the site, when
practicable, and that special consideration should be given
to the desires of the community when the property has any
historie value, such as Fort licHenry. He also recommended
that appropriate provision should be made at Fort McHenry
for the plat of ground reserved for the erection of a monu-
ment to Francis Scott Key.

At a conclusion of a conference with me this morning,
Secretary Weeks agreed that he will recommend to Congress,
that such part of Fort HcHenry as may be necessary shall
be granted to Baltimore as a public park. With this recom-
mendation, favorable action should be secured from Congress,
The entire Maryland delegation in Congress will give this
their vigorous support.

It has been estimated that it would require $55,000
to restore Fort Mec Henry to the condition it was in at the
time of the bombardment by the British, on September i3,
1814, and to place it in broper shape for a park. It

would cost about $7,000 a year for its maintenance.
p——
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Mr. Alfred J. Carr,

209 New Amsterdam Building,
Baltimore, Nid.

My dear lir. Carr:

I have the resolutions
of the Society of the War of 1812, in
reference to Fort liecHenry. I am doing,
and shall continue to do, all I can for the
preservation of that historie epot; and I
shall be glad to receive any suggestions

you care to make in reference to the matter.

Sin ly your

M. C.
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HARRIS & THOMPSON, 5 W. HALL HARRIS
Attorneys at Law H. OLIVER THOMPSON

192854860 [EEBRI Bt C W. HALL HARRIS, dJr.

Baltimore, Md. #

November 5, 1921

Alfred J. Carr, Esquire, President,
Md. Society of the War of 1812,
209 New Amsterdam Building,
Baltimore.

My dear Mr.Carr:
I have your letter of the 3rd instant relative to a meeting of

the Executive Committee of the Maryland Society of the War of 1812 to be
held on the evening of the 8th instant, but which, I very much fear it
will be impracticable for me to attend, although I will do so if I can.
Should the matter of the contrdl or disposition of Fort McHenry
be submitted for consideration, may I suggest that while it is extremely
difficult from the confused and contradictory reports which have appeared
in the press, to understand preqisely the attitude in which the matter now.
stands, it would appear to me that those who, like myself, believe that the
Fort should be preserved not as a local but as a National Memorial,canbest
serve that end by backing the efforts of Mr.Bland and Mr.Compton with Sen-
ators Weller and France who, I understand to hold the same view,~- than by
combating the attitude taken by Representatives Linthicum and Hall in which
I am sure that Representative Blakeney does not concurs

Yours truly,

%M 5@?/2,{ M R
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UNITED SODATRES SENATE,

Comaittee on Commerce
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Eey Compton Bsquire, President,
Merchants & Nam faoturers Association,

I have your faver of the 5th
your gomerous words,

Baltimere, Maryland,

Ny dear Mr. Compton;
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Sincerely yours,
(Sigmed) 0. B, WELLER.
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November 10th, 1921,

Hom. 0, B, Weller,
United States Semate,
Viashington, D,C,

My deay mtér:

I have yours of the 6th instant on the TFort ucHenyy situa-
tion, and it seems to me that the time has arrived when some definite
sction should be taken in this matter,

_ It is true that prior to the declaration of war Fort MoHenry

. wag turned over to the City of Baltimere for park purposes by the

. fomey Secretary of Ver, Why wap this dome? Becsuse there was an
offort on foot to mim it & cattle quarantine station, which wald

“havé been a desecratiom, and to prevent this aotion the then Mayor
of the City agked that it be twmed over to the City by the Govermment
to be made & park, 7Vag this right? In my judgment it certainly
wag not, Then came the weyr, when the Govermment tock Fort McHenry
back and turned it into & hospital, Now oomes & poriod vhen Fort
licllenry is condemmed for hospltal purposes, amd very properly, becsuse
it is no place for & hospital, with the fumes of fertiliser factories
and other disagreesble odors slways in the nostrils of the wounded
soldiers. The Var Department loaned the fort tecporerily to the ™ublic
Health Service, and Colemel Forbes says that 1t 1s not a proper place
to lmep the men, but unfortunately the Govermment, e I walerstand the
situation, is not properly prepared in its hospitals to take care of
these Soo or 900 men now thore under treatment until some suitable
hospital acemodations cre made for tham elsevhere, which I understand

is now in progress.

If you will lodit over the records you will find that an smount
of money was appropristed by Congresa for o status to be erected on
Fort licllenry to Francis Scott Xey. It was further understood that
vhen this statue was ready for erection the hospital building ocoupy-
ing the site would be removed. The site on Fort liciemxy = be it wise
or unwise - was selected, and the tuildings removed, and the foundatioms
for the statue built., The cost of tearing down these buildings, whioch

included the mess hall and other hospital buildings, and the recomstruc-
tion of the buildings for the purposes neded st the present time in
comection with the hospital, cost the taxpayers of this country, as I
understamd 1t, somewhere in the neighborhood of #100,000,00. The statue
is hore and the foundation erected, but condemned, so thot the money was
expended, but without result., "ho is to blame I do not Jmow, You can

get this record from the War Depertment,



After arrangements have been mede to properly take oare of
the wounded soldiers now at Fort McHemry under treatment, what are
you going to do with Fort Molenry? In scoordance with the promise
0f the former Secrotary of "ar the present Secretary says he will
tum it beck to the city for park purposes, which is in sccordance
with an Aot of Congress pemitting this city to use Fort lcHemry far
pa¥k purpoecs, provided that the Secrotery of War shall, at eny time
he seets £it, take it basck froa the city for military purposes., The
originol grant of the reservation to the Government was made by the
State of Maryland, The Govemment cannot give the city permment use
of the reservation without wn act of the liax land legislature, In
acoordance with my understanding, if the Government wants to give up
Port lcHenxy, then it must turn it back to the State of Maryland, snd
it will require an act of the lLegislature,of Marylmd to psrmsnently
twrn it over to the City of Baltimore., Dloes the Comgress wmnt to give up
such & historical spot as Fort Mollenyy to the City of Baltimore, or any
other individual or corporation? I dom't think so, I would hate
to bellieve that my countrymen have lost their mtriotisn to such an
extent os to desecrate the spot on which the Wationel flag flew ot
the time Francis Scott Koy wrote our National Anthem,

I can only repeat to you what I have sald before - that the
sentimont, 80 for os I have boen sble to got it firgn the country at
lerge, the State of laryland thd the City of Baltimore, is that Fort
McHienry should be preserved by tho National Govornment ce & Natiomal
Park for the use of the noople of the country at large, and I hope
that you will, ot sn early date, introduce such a Bill on the floor
of the Senate ss will comply with this sentiment, end if there are
any members of the Maryland Delegution who are not prepared to stand
behind you in your efforts to make it o Natiomsl Park, will you be
zood enough to lot us lmow who they are? If we are going to do any-
thing,let's do it right - do the pormment thing, and the thing that
we ocan be proud of, and stop forever this swapping of what belemgs to
the Nation ot laxge with the municipality,

I ask your pardon for taking so mch of your valusble time,
With kindest regards, I fm,

i Q WA
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With very xindest regords, and sssuring you
of my onrnost and comtiomod interest in this petriotic proposul,

baliovo mo, 68 OVOP,

Vory sinoerely yowr:,

(8igned] 0e Be Rllors
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Novamboy Z2lst, 1921.b

Hone Je Charles Linthioum,
Us 5. House of Represonta tives,
Tashington, Dl

Hon, John Philip Hill,
U, 8, Homse of Representotives,
Taghington, DaCe
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Merchants and Manufacturers
Association
ADVISORY BOARD:
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November 21st, 1921,b

Hone Os E, Weller,
United States Senate,
Wshington, D.0,

My dear Senator:

Yours of the 14th instant would have had & more prompt reply
but for my absence from the city for all of last week,

I vant to thank you most cordially and singerely for your
efforts in the question of the preservation of Fort loHenry as a National
Park, In acoordance with your suggestion I have today written a Joint
letter to Semator France and Representatives Linthicum and Hill, a copy of
which is hereto attached.

: With best regards, and again thankiyg you for your help and
cooperation, I am

Very sincerely yours,

President.



USITED SPATES SENATE,
Weshington,D,C,

Decanber 14, 1921,

Hy. K" wm.
Merchants & Manufacturers Association,

Baltimore, Marylamd.

I deeply appreciate the imterest which you have shown in the
future of Fort lidienry, and ss the senior Senstor fyom Maryland in the

Congress, I am desirous of leamming
a8 t0 the measures that would give the

St etustery resuite 15 nering mma
ory results preserving Fort licienry a .
national shrine. I sm commmicating with you because there seem to

two divergent views as to how Fort Hclionry should be cared for.
FPORT McHENRY wiLL BE PRESERVED

1 feel confident that there is no danger of Fort Mcliemxy being
disposed of by the Covernment to interests which would not care for it,
I feel confident, from what I have learned, that the Secretary of VWar,
mtﬁt:o !I.p;:'! .:h:hl:umm delegation, thst the menbers of Congress
and of ted are all desirous of ?
ey LL & pesmnent anarin Pl It
held by the Natiomal Covernment or tumed oOver to the City of Bsltimore
under the provisions of the Statute of lay 1924. Corteinly, in the

absence of unfavorable legislation, which is vable, Fort lcHenry
will remain either in the control of the Federal Government or in charge

of the City of Baltimore. This brings us to the guestionm conceming which
I wish to comsult you, and 8o far ns may be, through you md your organize~

tion, the people of Baltimore city.
FEDERAL OR CITY CONTROL

The question hes arisen, amd upbm this there is even in the
Jarylend delegation a diwision of opinion, as o whethber Fort Mcienry should
be under the comtrol of the Federsl Govamment or wnder the comtrol of
Bel timore City. Undoubtedly this is a most t questiom, with much
t0 be said om either side., It wouldbe diffi to give = resume of the
arguments vaich may be presented on both sides of this gquestion, but I might

suggost to you the following comslderetions:
A HATIONAL MEMORIAL

It is the thought of those who wish t0 see Fort lcienry made a
tonal Memorisl that the govemment should pormsnently retain its contral
the Port, thet it should expend there One Hundred Thousand Dollars, or so
sa might be necessary, to restors fort McHenry, so far as may
s 1o the tion in which it was when the Star Spangled Bsmner was writtem,
fine condition, to 4o all that might be necessary to mske

the grounds in
inn sttractive, well=kept Nationsl Park and Memorial, which would be

1E
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December 19%h, 1921/h

Hon. Joseph I. France,
United States Semate,
Waghington, D.C.

Wy dear Senator:

1 have yours of the l4th instant, which I have very carefully
noted, and I feel that there is very little that I can add to the views that
1 have already expressed on the guastion of the preservation of Port MoHenry
as a Natiomal Park by the United States Govermment.

At a moeoting of the Maryland delegation held in Semator weller's
officex on October 27th, it was my understanding that the delegation agreed as a
unit to the proposition, and you, together with Represevtatives Hinthi.
oum snd Mill, were named & Committee to draw up the nooessary Bill to be presented
in Comgress to cover the situatiom.

So far as I kmow the sentiment in faver of the preservation of
Fort MoHenry as a National Park has been approved by the Governot of the State
and the Mayor of the City, and I have heard no objection of any character raised
by any organization, either commercial or historical, in the State or City. 1I
therefore ocamnot understand why the Committee agreed upon in Senator weller's
officex has hoskitated to take the necessary action in the introdustion of Bills
in the Senate and House.

It will be entirely agrecable to me to have such a conference
as you outline in the alosing portiom of letter, and I shall be very glad
to ‘attend 1t, but I do not see the nocessity for 1it. A

The Congressional Act of May 26th, 1914, at whioch time a Bill
was introduced to turn Fort McHenry badk to the City of Baltimore with the under-
standing that it would be returned to the United States Government by the Oity
whenever it was desired, was omacted at the ingtigation of the people of the
City of Baltimore because they didn't want to see Fort MoHenry made a cattle
quarantine. why should the citizens and taxpayers of the City of Baltimore be
asked to preserve and maintain a National reservation belonging to the people
of the whole sountry, and, historically, & point whioch every American citizen
with red blood in his veins should honor as the spot on which his country's flag
was flying when the National Anthem was written ¢ If Port MoHenry is to be
preserved, as 1 have said before, it should be preserved as a Naticmal reservation
by the Natiomal Govermment, and maintained by the National Govermment, to whom 1t

bolongs.

Thanking you for your interest in this matter, and regretting that
any controversym apparently, has arisen on the subjeat, for w 1 cam see no
negessity, I am 3

. Yery uno‘rrﬂ.j yours, |

PRESIDENT.

-
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December 29, 1921

Mr. W. Hall Harris,
Title Building, '
St. Paul Street Plaza,
Baltimore s Md.

Dear Sir:

I take great pleasure in gsending
you, as one of the signers, a copy of the
Fort McHenry brochure,

If we succeed in prevailing upon
Congress to dedicate and preserve Fort
McHenry as a National Park, then our efforts
will have been richly rewarded.

We possess a limited number of
these brochures in excess of our immediate
circulation, and if you want one or more
additional copies, I will be glad to comply
with your desires.

Yours very truly,

A tenn.
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Mr. Wm, Hall Harris,
Title Building,

Balt imore, Md.

Dear Mr, Harris:

I have your letter of the 30th
ultimo, addressed to Mr. Bland, and he desires me
to thank you for your commendetion and good wishes.
I take pleasure in sending you under separste cover
ten copies of the brochure, with envelopes.

Sincerely yours,

Aasistan‘t to
Vice~-President.
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JOSEPH IRWIN FRANCE COMMITTEES:
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WASHINGTON, D. C.
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I ll}y" January 16, 1922.

Hon. W. Hall Harris,
Title Building,

Baltimore, Maryland.
My dear Mr. Harris:

Mr. John R. Bland, President of the United
States Fidelity and Guaranty Company, has writteﬁ me
that he has been in commnication with you relative
to the conference on Fort McHenry.

I have been commnicating with Mr. Wilson,
Corresponding Secretary of your Society, rslative to
the use of the Hall, and I wish to assure you that I
did not in the slightest desire to do anything which
would be improper, but thought that the approval of
Mr. Wilson would be sufficient. Will you please par-
don any seeming neglect on my part to write you, as I
certainly do appreciate very much indeed the kindness
of the Maryland Historical Society in so generously
offering us the use of the Hall for this purpose.

With very kind regards and thanking you for
the very kind offer of your Society, I am

Sincerely yours,

= nam
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Janvary 18, 1922,

To the Signers of the Fort McHenry Brochure
and Representatives of Patriotic Societies:-

There will be a public meeting in the hall
of the Maryland Historical Society, Park Avenue and
Monument Street, at 8 p, m,, Tuesday evening, January
24th, to discuss the future of Fort McHenry. Senator
Joseph I, France will preside.

It is vital that you attend this meeting or
that you be represented, From letters received in ac-
knowledgment of the Fort McHenry brochure, the senti-
ment of Senators, Congressmen, Governors, and newspapers
of every section of the United States is strongly in
favor of the United States Government maintaining and
preserving Fort McHenry as & national park and memori-
al, just as has been done at Gettysburg and Yorktown.
We cannot succeed unless we impress the Congress of the
United States with the fact that the people of Balti-
more, as well as those of other sections, want Fort
McHenry perpetuated by the United States Government.

Please, therefore, be present so that the
weight of our arguments may be overwhelming,

S s lonn



His Honor the Mayor, William F. Broening, "

The City Solicitor, Mr. Roland R. Marchant, ;

The President of the Park Board, lir. J. Cookman Boyd,
Senator Joseph Irwin France, Senator 0, E. Weller,
- and - 3 P ) x

Congressmen J. Charles Linthicum, Sydney E. Mudd,
Frederick N. Zihlman, Albert A. Blakeney, T» Alan

Goldsborough, and John Philip Hill

Request the pleasure of your company, and that
of the other citizens of the State of Maryland who
may be interested, at a hearing to bé held at the
Maryland Historical Society Builcing, Park Avenue
and Monument Street, Tuesday evening, January
twenty-fourth, at eight ofeclock, in order that
your views may be submitted upon the best method
of caring for and preserving perpetually

FORT MCHENRY

the birthplace af the Star-Spangled Banner, as a
national memorial and shrine.
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January 26, 1922,

Mr, W, Hall Harris,
Title Building,
Baltimore, M4,

Dear Sir:

As stated by me at the meeting in the Maryland
Historical Society Rooms on the 24th instant, I was rather
astounded at your remarks concerning my talk on the 9th
instant in the Mayor's Reception room to the Society of
the War of 1812, The publicity further given to that
in the Sun paper of the 25th instant impels me to write
you concerning same,

I learmed to-day that a stenographic report of
the speeches made on that occasion had been taken and a
copy of the same filed with Dr, Iglehart, whom I believe
is the Secretary of the Society of the War of 1812, I
saw and received for the first time to-day & copy of my
remarks and have read them carefully, I can find nothing
therein except what reflects the greatest credit upon the
loyalty and the patriotism of those who engaged in the
battle of September 12th, 1814, and I am, therefore,
directing your attention to the fact that my remarks can
be seen by you in the copy which Dr, Iglehart has, which
I understand is for the files of that Society, I further
find that Mr, Alfred J, Carr took occasion to congratulate
the Mayor and myself and to thank us for what we had eaid
eand done, and to endorse what we had said,

You were present on that occasion and remained
silent, It seems to me that that was the time to give
expression to your views while what was said was fresh in
the memory of all of us,

I am, therefore, writing to ask if you will not
examine carefully this copy of my remarks, the same being
entirely extemporsneous and without previous thought, and
point out therein anything thet could refleect otherwise upon
our patriots of September 12th, 1914, except in the most

glowing and complimentary terms, ™

The question of our ideas as to the custody of the
Fort would have no bearing, of course, upon what wes spoken
concerning those who took pert in that splendid bsttle,

Very truly eZFurs, @ (
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January 27, 1l922.

Honorable W. Hall Harris,
Title Building,
Court House Plaza,
City.

Dear Mr. Harris:

Is it presuming too mueh on your good nature
and time to set straight on Fort McHenry Congressmen
Hawes of Missouri and Kahn of California?

Qur good ally in the cause - Mayor Marshall
of Saint Joseph, HMissouri, wrote to every Missouri
Congressman and received assurances of support for us
from all except Mr. Hawes. I believe a letter over
your signature would have more weight with him and Mr.
Kahn than ours. Should you do this, will you not
send a copy to Mayor Marshall and a copy to me €

Sincerely yours,

C%W&/W
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‘ur. Clerlee J. Fitupatrick,
V.8, Fluelity & Guaranty Conpany,
- Ba.l'bi.‘umga. :

Degyr Cir:

I have your iettor of the 274h instent with enclos
sures of letters from Representative Hawes to layor llorshall
end from the letter %o Fr.Blend, both of which ere returned

herewith. | o
Cloirmen Kehn hes heretofore expresecd somewiat the
seme view oo th t which Re rescentative Hawes quotes and I think
it would be much better that the matter Be streightered out wi
both the llembers of Congress by Sonator Irance, whose stutements
would curry very much more welght than mnything we could say.

The jet of 1914 iz still in efiect and it docs provide
thet the Secretary of Ver mey permit the City of Beliinore under
license to use the Tort and grounds provided the City put: the
seme in repeir, mointeing 4t et ite own expense, end twiy over
to the Govermment any bulldinge which it, the City, mey ereet,
et any Llue the Secretery of "or shall require the retwrn of the
proyerty, without any cost whatever te the Covernmont., The City,
by tho ection of itc Board of Estimates”(as I mn informedide=
clined to accept the property under these conditiome, vwhich ine
volved o very lerge expenditure of money snd man entire wicertains

-ty 88 to vhether, and vhen, the property with itc improvements,
night be token back by the FPederal Covermment. The City did,
however, meke en occsgion of occupying the Fort in comnnection -
with the Ster ‘pongled Bunner Celsbration, but so fer ac I know
did nothing more with it ond the Covermment took the property
baek for hospitel purpoees during the 'er, ond retains it for these
purpocce®to thisc tine. ' S

. . The City doee not want the property under the terms of
the Zet of 1914. It would 1like to have the pro turned over
to it completely with no provieoe whatever end In thet coce would

expend FParz Funds upon it. ; =

T1e contention of ir,Bland, ir.Compton and those of us

whe ere intereoted in the matter is that the Fort ond Grounds
ghould be maintained in the possession of tho Yederel Goverrment
end in the shepe of & Fetlonel rerk, so that the services of the
Defenders of 1814 mey be resognized by the Nation vhich they o
tributed to save und not mercly by the City, the protection
vhich wau er incident of thoir more altrulotic efforts snd ea
fices, 7This wac the centiment o: il meetins held a fow duye

ot the eall of Senator Prance and it was the purpose of the Bil
which the Merylend Delegetion end ite pubecommiitee vas 10 §

ond lay before the Touse Cormittee om ldlitery iifeirs. That
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**FOR THE Civic AND COMMERCIAL WELFARE OF. TH!\\,CH‘Y AND STATE"

MERCHANTS AND MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION

OF BALTIMORE o

B

Baltimore, Md., March 13th, 1922.

liy dear Sirs

I beg to enclose lervewith a copy of Joint Resolution No. 1,
passed by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Legislature
of the State of Maryland and approved by the Governor, regarding the
restoration of Fort McHenry to its origirnal stgtus and its maintenance
by the United States Government as a National Park .

No doubt you have recently seen in all the Baltimore papers
strong editorials on this subject, urging our Senmators and Representa-
tives in Congress to take the necessary action.

I hope if there is anything you can do in this matter that

you will act promptly.

Hon. W. Hall Harris,

Baltimore, Maryland.



SixTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS JOHN PHILIP HILL
3D DISTRICT MARYLAND

JULIUS KAHN, CALIF., CHAIRMAN,
JOHN C. MC KENZIE, ILL. JOHN PHILIP HILL, MD,

FRANK L. GREENE, VT, HARRY M. WURZBACH, TEX.
N M. RIN, PA, oUIS A, . MA +
et T i s HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
o g gy o g sl :
JOHN F. MILLER, WASH. HUBERT F. FISHER, TENN, COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS
RICHARD WAYNE PARKER, N. J. WILLIAM €. WRIQHT, GA.
SO Rt s~ - b WASHINGTON, D. C.
4. KUHIO KALANIANAOLE, HAWAIL.
HOWARD F, SEDOWIOK, CLERK, Feb 5 18 3 1923 .

B. FLOYE TAYLOR, ASSISTANT CLERK.

Hr, T. Murray lMaynadier,
: 105 Bourse Bullding,
Baltimore, Md, -

My dear Mr. Maynadier:

I have vour letter of the 15th.
At the present time, Fort McHenry is being
used as a hospital for disabled ex-service
men, and we have had a very hard time to
keep it from being immediately abandoned for
this purpose. So long as it i1s being so
uged, we should do nothing to further aid
those who favo? its immediate abandonment,
and the transfer of all our disabled men away
from Baltimore. As soon as the proper time
comeg, I will do everything possible along
the lines of making Fort licHenry a National
Park. H

Can you tell me whether your
records show that the services of Captain
Philip Clayton, of Annapolis, in the war of
1812, as Captzin of the Annapolis Blues, are
gufficient to entitle me to membership in your
Soclety?

Sinc 1y yours




J. CHAS. LINTHICUM BALTIMORE

LINTHICUM BUILDING

FOURTH MARYLAND DISTRICT 20 E. LEXINGTON STREET
o, Congress of the nited States T
Bouse of Representatives
Washington, B, €.

Febrnary 28, 1923

Mr. T M, Maynadier,
105 Bourse Building,
Baltimore, lid.

My dear Mr. lMaynadier:

Your letter of the 15th regarding
the condition of legislation for licHenry duly re=-
ceived. There is pending a bill to make Pt
licHenry a National Park zeservation, but owing to
the lluscle Shoals proposition and other very large
matters, it is impossible to get the Committee
to consider it.

We sincerely hope at the next session,
it being a long one, the Committee will have more
time to devote to these matters, which are of great
importance to our people.

« Under present legislation, as you are
perhaps aware, It lcHenry would revert to the City
of Baltimore to be used for park purposes, and may
I say, when this Bill was passed it was deemed by
everybody very desirable, and certainly for the time
it was so nsed thousands of people enjoyed that water
front.

I entirely agree with you that Pt lec-
Henry is a great landmark in the history of our
country, and I sincerely hope there will not be much
trouble in making it a National reservation, I feel
now as I have always felt, that it will be very diffi-
cult to get the large appropriation which many of our
people think will be necessary in order to put the
grounds in proper shape. :

With best wishes,




Alnited Blates Denate,

COMMITTEE ON
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

February 28, 1923,

T, llurray ldaynadier, Esquire,
105 Bourse Building,
Baltimore, llaryland.

Uy dear lr. laynadier:

This will acknowledge the receipt
. 0of your communication of the 15th instant relative to
the status of legislation in regard to the conversion
of Fort lMcHenry into & national park.

I have always been heartily in
favor of this legislation, and have discussed the
matter with the late John R, Bland, Xey Compton, and
others. On @ctober 27, 1921 a meeting was held in
my office of the Congressional delegation from lary-
land, and after thorough discussion it was unanimous=-
ly agreed that 3enator France, Congressmen Hill and
Linthicum, should constitute a committee to prepare
and introduce bills in the Senate and House, to pro-
vide for making Fort lcHenry a national park. It
was also agreed that these bills, when introduced,
should be vigorously pushed. In accordance with
this agreement, Senator France introduced a bill in
- the Senate and Congressman Hill in the House, copies
of which I am enclosing herewith for your information.
These measures were referred respectively to the
Hilitary Committees of the Senate and House.

In view of the fact that these
bills were placed in the hands of these gentlemen,
I am embarrassed to interfere with their handling the
gituation, As there are now only three working days
remaining before the adjournment of this Congress,
with about 14,000 measures pending, it is extremely
unlikely that any action can be secured on this matter
at this late hour. I regret that the outlook is not
more favorable, but I have done all that I could in
this connection,

With very kind regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

4 " . A
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Preamble and
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Society of the War of 1812,in Maryland

Preamble and ?(e:rolun’am

W‘HEN, in the year 1814, the City of Washington had
been burned and the attack upon Baltimore by land
and water had been planned in the confident hope that
upon success crowning this effort the “nest of pirates at the
head of the Chesapeake” would be captured and Annapolis
and other cities would soon thereafter come within the con-
trol of the British;

And when the massing of the British Fleet of fifty ships
and an army of trained soldiers about six thousand in
number, against the people of Baltimore, had stirred her
citizens to as high a pitch of patriotism as ever inspired the
sons of any land—and many of them left their offices and
places of business and hurried to Fort McHenry and other
defenses, anxiously took up whatever arms there were at
hand and assumed their positions, determined to resist the
invader or die in the attempt.

Anp WHEREAS, the principal part of the action which
inspired the Star Spangled Banner (that grand Marseil-
laise of our Country) and finally drove the British power
from our land forever—was fought from Fort McHenry,
which was thereby sanctified by the bravery as well as by
the blood of the sons of Maryland;

AnD WHEREAS, the citizens of this State in general and




