COPYRIGHT / USAGE

Material on this site may be quoted or reproduced for personal and educational
purposes without prior permission, provided appropriate credit is given. Any commercial
use of this material is prohibited without prior permission from The Special Collections
Department - Langsdale Library, University of Baltimore. Commercial requests for use of
the transcript or related documentation must be submitted in writing to the address below.

When crediting the use of portions from this site or materials within that are copyrighted
by us please use the citation: Used with permission of the University of Baltimore.

If you have any requests or questions regarding the use of the transcript or supporting
documents, please contact us: Langsdale Library
Special Collections Department
1420 Maryland Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21201-5779
http://archives.ubalt.edu



http://archives.ubalt.edu/�

L4 =

- ._THE SHAW HOUSE ~

- WRITTEN BY ”

IRENE WHITE

2 d

T




Infornation obtalned from mMrs. Willlam Lynch, a b 8
menber of the Baltimore County Historical Soclety
and a great-grand daughter of irs. Thomas Richard Shaw,
and Willlam B, Foulke, the pregent occupant of the

Shaw Hougee







The Shaw House

Hidden by towering maple treeg stands a lonely wooden
house, a home replete with unique local historiecal stories.
“hen a visitor to the Patapsco Neck area in the south eastern

end of Baltimore County hears the history in which this

bullding has played a part, it makes vivid the strugsles of a growing

new natlion to establigh ite froedom and make complete its
independence from its former mother country. The Shaw Houge. built

in the latter part of the eighteenth century, stands amig

fertile flelds which border what was then knpwn as Long Log

Road, This is today known as North Point Roade. The cooling :
breezes of the Chesapeake Bay whisper amoung the trees, and thé
anclent timbers of the dwelling listen to the storlies, true
and Legendary,'ﬁhich have grown about ite. Although many places
on Patapsco Neck have been honored by appropréate deslgnations
as parts of American History, the events occuring in the Shaw
House have been left only to tradition and to the family
history of the Shaw descendants who are yet living on the
“Lower Neck". But as a witness to the events of the war of
1812 of this area.this house 1is the only remaining homé .
1 others have been denolished,

Throughout the aerly years of the war the Shaw House had

glimpsed the fast riders who carried the activities of the

eneuy in the North Point area from the Todd home, located near the
-head of the -Bay,th the Strett home facing the highway now cgllod_

Erdmzn Ave., From the Sirett home messages were relayed to
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Four graves , near the home, bear silént witness to the
active life that was once found there. Ann Shaw and her husband
Thomas were buried in 1811 and 1812, Beside thom are their two
gon's Thomas and Joshua, burled in 1813 and 1832,
wWas

If one ‘aws able to hear the story either Thomas or
Joghua might tell 1t would be that this house was whore General Ross
of the invading British Army on September 1l slept here unknowing
that it was his last earthly slumbere |
Early that morning General Ross with his 7000 troops

ad landed on the shore of the Cheaapeake Bay at the point where‘
Fort Howard was later built. He had marched his troops beside $he
fertile fields bordering the Baye As hls first actlion to conquer
this rich, lush countryeide.he burned the fodd home, a fine olg .
home dating back to the early days of Maryland and the resldence of
the owner of 1700 well planted acres. Leaviny the flaming Todd home,
on came the British General with hig invaﬁingjermy, Finally he
paused at the winding lane of the Shaw home, This he seized as
headquarters for himself and his staff for the night. He ordered
the Shaw family to prepare a supper for the unwelcome guestge

In the large brick kitchen which formed an L to the home, and which
is no longer standing, the meal was preparede. Then General Ross
ordered the family to the upper floor of the house wnile he
conducted a council of war with hig staff in the parlor. A ybung
daughter of the ramiia. Eleanor,who had asslisted in the dlnner
preparation for the invaders, peeped, with girllsh curioglity through

the keyhole at her red coated enemles.




7%

™

A3

One of the privates in the genoral's entourage spled her
and made unwelcome advances. Screaming, Eleanor ran up the stalrs
to her family for safety. The young soldier followed at her heelg.
Out to the porch roof Eleanor scrambled and jumped to the ground,

. To her consternation she found she had jumped into a barrel of

frechly picked goose feathers. From the council of war being held
in the parlor hurriedly came General Ross and his staff to witnesgs
and even more amazing spectacle. One of the soldlers, unacugtomed sz’
to country life, had mischévi%gzly stuck a bayonet into a bechlve.
The British city lad called the unwelcome swarm " white headed flies"
During the night the Americans gathered ang advanced-
to protact thelr farmg and to prggeﬁi the enémy reaéhlns Baltimore .
In the early morning light the General saw hlgs enemles apprgach '
and he and his staff fled in such haste that the General left hils
night cape This cap became the prorerty of Jogeph niﬁc? whose graat'
grandfather, at the close of hostipities, had marriel Eleanor Shawe
Within a mile of the Shaw home-on the morning of September 12,1814
General Rogs was killed. Thisg is known as the battle of NEEEE Point.
The Shaw house is now the home of Willlam B. Foﬁlkéjﬁﬁ*-
it is owned by the Beothlehem Steel Co. As the glang’mills of the 3
company increase in size this land will be taken';or industrialusee—
and this 0ld house rich in history,legends ang traditions wilﬁbow t6
progress and become one more lost American lnndmark.‘ﬂoﬁever. there
ere thoese like ﬂf.Fouiké and Mrs.William Lyneh whose anoeptora
settled this area, who are efer ready to relate these fascinating :
unwritten stories of " the Neck * It is from those two I obtained this
ir‘o‘*:tion of these very human,yet historical,ovents in which the

Shaw House played a part in local and national history




