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THE WAR OF 1812

r On June 18, i812, the United States declared war against Great Britain.
The dedlaration produced great excitement. Baltimore, unlike Bos ton, which
at this juncture was for peace at any price,fat once girded up her loins
I‘ and prepared for the conflict. Maryland, through her Legislature, immed-

°f her citizens
iately pledged ﬁthe lives and fortunes" 'to the public service, and made an
appropriation for raleing the State's quota of six thousand militia. In
Bzltimore the enthusiasm ofrhe volunieers was such that the recruiting offi-
€ers w ere compelled to suspend enlistments by companies and regiments and
glve precedence to the old military organizations. The war was thought japt
and necessary,and the public enthusiasm could scarcely allow the expression
‘ of any difference of opinion. This temper was i1llustrated only too foreiblp
in the outburst of indignation against the editors of the Federal Republican,

which, while without justification or excuse, was an extreme manifestation of

the intensity and depth of the war spirit.
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At the beginning of the war the govermment deternined upon the invasion

of Canada, and while the regular troops were forwarded to the frontier, a
portion of the Maryland militia wes called into service, at the expense of
the State, to garrison the forte at Annapolis and Baltimore. In Baltimore
the fortifications were manned by the city militia, and Capt. Collins' and
Lieut. Sterett's companies of Baltimore militia were sent to Annapolis to

garrions Fort ﬁadison. Within csix weeks after the declaration of war, Capt.

Nathan Towson, of Baltimore @ounty, organized a company of volunteer artillery

in the city and county, and marched northward to Join the Second Regiment of

—

artillery, commanded by Col. Winfield Scott. Another artillery company was
formed about the same time, c omposed of merchants of Baltimore, and commanded l

by Capt. Joseph H. Hicholson, chief Justice of the Baltimofe Court, and one of |

the Judges of the Court of Appeals, with John Barney amd Nathaniel F. Williams
as lleutenants. The Fencibles tnered their services to the general governmeh L
as & part of thegarriosn of Fort McHenry, and their offer wzs soon after ac-
cepted. Several other voluntcer companies also tendered their services to
the President, but owing to the unfortunates state of the Federal finaneces
thelr offer was not acecepted until the State could provide for their comfort.
Nearly a regiment, however, was sent forward to tﬁzﬁfrontiers of Canada at
this juncture from Baltimore under the command of Col. Em. H. Winder, "and
the most ample funds, " says Niles' Register, "are provided from the liberal
purses of our citlizens to supply them with ever necessary to their leaving
home. About fifteen thousand dollars have been subseribed for the prupose,
and any reasonable sum may be obtained in addition if the service shall re-

quire 1it. Several gentlemen subscribed five hundred dollars each."
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On the 5th of Octobeﬁenether company of valunteers, consisting of one hun=
 dred rank and flle, under the command of Stephen H. Moore, marched from Bal-
timore to Join‘col. Winder.

"Perhaps no body of men," says Mr. Niles, "were ever better calculated
andaprovlded for the aervieé expected of them. They were fitted out in the
most substanticl manner, by the munificent patriotism of the people of Bal-
timor;, with every necessary; and were, besldes, presented with an elegant

flag by the patriotic ladies of the Seventh Ward."



iulieh

Maj. Beall,of the Unlted States army, and Capt. Gordon, of the navy, were
directed to co-operate with Gen. Smith, and lr. James W. MeCulloch wes apointed
acting députy guartermaster-general. Col. Wadsworth, oﬁthe United States ord-

nence department, was placed in charge of the defenses, and under hisfiirection

':"-

Fort McHenry wes much &trengthened, and Fort Covington built. The guns of
the abandoned French frigate "L'Eole"* were borrowed from the consul and mound
ed, and to these Gen. Smith aftérwards attributed the preservation of Fort lic
Henry. "The enemy knew they were mounted, and knew they carried balls of
forty-twoApounds welght, and that furnaces had been prepared to make them @ed
'hot.ﬁ When Gen. Smith assum=d commend of the forcesin and around Baltimore he
found Fort McHenry in no condition for & conflliet; "one of the platforms waé
rotten; the water battery was totally destroyed; the ground between the fort
wee in 1te natural state, affording a good cover to an attacking enemy; some
of the carriages within the fort wereunfilt for service; there were no furnaces;
'and, in fine, the fort was not in conditlon to repel & serious attack from &
formigable British fleet." By direction of the Secretary of War, Col. J.G.
Swift, ofthe Unlted States Englneers, was sent{to Baltimore, &nd under his di-
rection an extensive line of water battery was erected in front of the fort,
moutned with thirty two heavy cannon, with furnaces attached. For a more ex-
tended defense of the city, "including the rear of Fort lMcHenry, the cove, the
point between the fort and flagstaff point, andthepoint opposite Fort McHenry
on the northeast side of the harbor," he recommended to the Secretary of War
"to have twelve elghteen-pound cannon mounted on traveling field carrilages,
éompletely anpurtenanced, attaching to them two pinnaces." This train was to
be "disposed so as to run four of the pleces with a furnace to any position on
the Fort McHenry side, and eight of them with furnace to the polnt opposite
Fort lMcHenry, to be used &s the position of the enemy may require." He fur-
ther suggected that "bridges shoulg be constructed over every creek or rive in

the route from Baltimore to any point of attack, removable at will."

*a Peagh seventy-four which came to Baltimore, Jan. 22, 1806, being
ncarly wreeked off the coast, she was stripped of her guns, and con-
demned and sold.
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While the people of Baltimore were thus actively engaged in strengthening
the hands of the governmeht, her valunteer soldiery were doing g=llant and o f e
fective service in the north. Ags a military operation, howev?r, the invasion
of Canada on 1812 was a failure, relieved somewhat by the gallant deeds of
Towson, Elllott, Covington, Winder, Moore, and other brave Marylanders. On
the sea we were more successful, for we had proved by the close of the year
that we were more than a match for Britannie in both skill and courage. To
the Federal navy Baltimore contributed’largely, and within four months after
the declaration of war her wealthy merchants had sen to sea forty-two pri-
vateers and letters-of-marque, carrying sbout three hundred and thirty guns,
and from two thous=znd éight hundred to three thousand men. These "skimmers
of the sea" were the great thorns in the side of the enemy, and harrassed and
annoyed thém in every quarter of the glbdbe, and even at the entrance of their
own ports in old England itself. They took and destroyed millions of prop-
erty, and were, beyond &l1 doubt, chief instruments in bringing about a perm-
anent peace. By way of reprisal for the immense damege ibflicted upon her
commerce, England, in March, 1813, sent out & squadron of ten armed vessels,
under Admiral Cockburn, and declared 211 the coast, except Massachusetts, New
Hempshire, and Rhode Island, to be in a state of blockade. The admiral ent-
ered the Chesapeake and began a system of devastation, plundering and destroy-
ing the villages and plantations on both shores. The inhabitants gefended
themselves as best they could, and applied to the Federal govermment for help,
but it was refused thenm, although Maryleanders were fighting in the Canada cam-
paign, and favor%were being granted to States which were clamorous for peace
upon almost any terms. The 1°c&l authoritiee of Baltimore, however, were not
ldle, and on the 11th of March, 1813, the Governor visited Baltimore and di-

rected General Samuel Smith, of the volunteer militia, to "take the earliest

opportunity of making the necessary arrangements of the militia for the de-
fense of the port of Baltimore." :
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Upon teking command of the defenses of Baltimore,Gen. Smoth mede an addrese

to the troops, in which he s&ld,®-

"That the militia of Baltimore City and County stood high

in the estimate of the general government and of the pub-

lic generally; that os regulars could not be well spared

for the protection of the different seaports, the Execut-

ive of the United States had to rely on the militia of such
places for their immedlate defense; that in placing thils re-
liance on the patriotic militia of this city he would not be
deceived, for the alacrity with which they had attended the 10,
first calls of diseipline was sufficlent evidence thnt'ﬁhoy

would always be found at thelr posts in time of need."
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On the 16th of April Cockburn's fleet, which had been slowly moving up
the bay, plundering and destroyiﬁg as it went, appeared at the mouth of the
Patapéeo, and threatened the city, which had already been " pointed out for
military execution in papers published by cltizens of the United States,"
the animosities and jealousies of other citlies scarcelysuffering them to
conceal thelr joy over the impending ruin or Baltimore.#* Before this time
the enemy had not attempted anything of great importanceexcept what was in-
cldental to 2 mere blockade. But now they stopped all intercourse with the
élty by water, cutting off an immensely valuable trade and stinting her eit-
izens of even their ordinary supplies of provisions. To crown all, says Mr.
Niles, "internal foes of the city co-operating with the enemy alarm those
acoustoﬁed to deal with ue from the interioy, and destroy the wﬁole trade
and curtall the supplies for the subsistence of thepeople of this populous
eity." The total annihilation of trade, which threwput of employment all
classes of mechanics, and the exhorbitant préce of most of the necessaries
of 11fe, compelled a great number of worthy people to choose between emigra-

tion or dependence on charity.

% BSee the writer's "History of Maryland," III., p« 37
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While thus assailed by her enemies and abandoned by those whom she had
consldered her friends, 1t was a2 fortunate thing for Baltimore that perfect
good feeling prevailed between the Governor and the city, and that all classes
of hér citizens vied with each other in zeal for the common defense and in
fortitude in bearing privation and loss. In spite of the great distress
occasiioned by the general suspension of business, the merchants of Baltimore |
about this time answered the application of the general government for a loan
by & subscription of three million dollars, while on the 13th of April, 1813,
the City Council appropriated twenty thousesnd dollars for the defense of the
city, which was directed to be expended under the direction of the mayor, znd
Messrs. James Mosher, Luke Tiernan, Henry Payson, Dr. John Campbell White,
James A. Buchanan, Samuel Sterett, and Thorndike Chase. Thus sum proving in-
sufficlent, a meeting of the citizens was held and a loan not exceeding five

hundred thousand dollars was advised, the committee of supply belng enlarged

by the addition of John E. Howard, George Warner, J. Kelso, R. Gllmor, William
Patterson, and Messrs. Deshon & Burke. Individual citlizens likewise made
liberal subseriptions, the committee of public supplies "rendered all the ser-
vices that could have been obtained by the earlier appointment of a quarter-
master," and Gen. Armstrong declared that the city was "making itself ready
comparaﬁ1Ve1y with little expense to the United States, and would no doubt *

be prepared to meet the enemy."
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While the enemy's squadron was lying off Balti more, the measures for de-
fense went on with ihe greatest activity. The militia, under the command of
Gen. Smith, erected a water battery, mounted with forty-two pounders, and buil
furnaces for heating shot, in aceordance with the suggestions of Col. Swift.
Look-out or signal boats were established far down the Patapsco, and cavalry,
infantry and artillery were stationed along the shores of the bay with a
"ecode of signals." Fort McHenry was strengthened by the mounting of a num-
ber of thirty-twb pounders, Col.Wadsworth, of the United States Engineers,
laid off other fortifications, and several old hulks were stationed?n the
river for the purpose of being sunk in the channel 1if necessary. A small
work of six guns was &lso thrown up by the brieckmakers without charge, and in
the ensulng year, during the bombardment of Fort McHenry, destroyed one of
the enemy's barges in their nlght attack and compelled them to retreat.#

The day tﬁe enemy appeared off the Patapsco Mr. Niles gays was a proud one
for Baltimore:
"It was astonishing to perceive the animation of the people

oﬁ the firing of the alarm gun. Only one spirit prevailed.

There was no fear but the fear of being too late on duty;

no party but to repel the enemy . This generous feeling went

through all ranks of soclety. We have perfect harmony (if

such & thing can be), and the din of armes has not disturbed

the quiet of the eitizen. The place is profoundly tranguil.

The marching of the volunteers occasions no bustle. All

things are done decently and in order. On the evening of

that day they captured two packets from Baltimore bound for
Queenstown. The packet boat 'Patapsco' was captured by the

enemy's small boats off North Point, with the mail, & large

number of passengers, and over two thousand dollars in specie. l
The passengers were detained over night under guard, and on




. P
the following day were put on board an old boat, with
gcarcely any provislons and no water, to make the best
of their way to Queenstown with a permit from the Ad=

mlral.f

* It would seem that Fort McHenry was further
strengthened by the "first marine artillery
of the Union," described as a"body of ins
valuable men, masters and mates of vessels,"
to whom the clity is represented as "indebted
for the transportation and mounting of twenty
great guns for a new battery there."
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The 22d of April still found the British squadron lying in_active within
& few mileg of the city, contenting itself with predatory excursions and
rapld raids into the adjacent country, in which, however, they got little
else than hard knocks. It 1s quite evicent that the military authorities
expected to come into close quarters with the enemy, for we find Gen. Smith,
on the 27th of April, writing to Edward Johnson, mayor of the city, at the
suggestion of Col. Waedeworth, to advise that the fire englnes and fire com=-
panles ne held in readiness in case of an attack, "so that in such an emere
gency (which doubtlecs meant the firing of the citj by the anticipated bom=
bardmeht) they may be employed with the best practical effect." These ap-

prehensibna might possibly habe been realized but for the vigorous prepara-

tions for defense that had been made, and the prudent precautions adopted by
Gen. Smith to prevent the enemy from sounding the river and examining the fort.;
Unger the pretext of transmitting a letter to the Secretary of War, Admiral
Cockburn sent a flag up the river, which, by Gen. Smith's instructions, was

met at a distance of four miles by his alde-de-camp, and detained by Capt.
Chayter, who commanded one of the flotilla barges at that point, until an
answer could be returned. While waiting for Gen. Smith's reply, the British
messenger asked whether the guns of the French seventy-féur had been mounted,
and wae told that the heaviest had been placed in position; and this inform-
ation, it was afterward sgaid in the fleet, prevented an attack belng made at
that time. Finding Baltimore too well prepared to be attacked with any hope
of succésg by the force then under his command, Admiral Cockburn proceeded to
revenge himself for his dissapointment by plundering Sharp's, Poole's, Tilgéﬁén

and Poplar Islands, and by dispatching expeditions for the destruction of

the tywns and villages at the head of the bay. This savage mode of warfare

T
'J.
m e
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not unnaturally spread terror through all adjacent parts of the State, and a

feport having reached Baltimore on the 5th or May that the British were once
more advancing to attaék the city, the alarm guns were fired, and the city was
thrown into great bustle and apparent confusion. It was calculated that up-
warde of flve thousand men were under arme and in their proper places an hour
efter the alarm wes given. In the afternoon it was discovered that the alarm
was & false one, and the soldiers were dismissged. An attack was still ex-
pected, however, for many women and children were sent away to places of safe-
ty, end work wes actively continued on twenty large barges and several gun-

boats intended for the special defense of the city.
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On the #’;;;/of June, Admiral Warren entered the Chesapeake with a con-
giderable naval 'reinforcement for Cockburn and Beresford, bearing a large
number of landkroops and marines under the command of Sir Sidney Beckwith.
The British force now in the Chesapeake consisted of elght ships of the line,
twelve frigates, and a considerable number of small vessels. Such a force
evidently foreshadowed an attack upon some important point. By the capture
of the bay craft they were supplied with numerous tenders precisely adapted
to the navigation of our waters. ¥1lth these and their barges they made re-
peated expeditlons, and kept the country in a state of constant alarm. Bal-
timore, believing herself to be the chief object of this expedition, made
every preparation to receive the enemy. Several cempanies of militia and
volunteers from Prince George's and other counties of the State were ordered
to the defense of the city, and relieved the citlzens for & time from the
fatigues of garrison duty. Brig.-Gen. Miller commanded in June a stationery
force of two thousand men, which, with the loeal strength, was supposed suf-
ficlent for any emergency. To repkl the advances which the increased power
of the enemy now authorized him to attempt, the militia throughout the State
were more regulgrly embodied, and the Governor called the attention of the
more distant militlia officers to their powers and duties under the laws.

In the latter part of May, Governor Winder convened the Legislature in extra
sesslon, and that body, while deprecating the singular manner in which Mary=-
land's application for assistance hﬁd been received by the Feleral government,
with that spirit of unselfish patriotism which distinguished her citizens
throughout the war, appropriated the sum of one thousand dollare for the
defense of the State. A further application to the government for protect-
ion against invacsion resulted in the reply that "so fer as expenditures have

arisen or shall arise, in consequence of militia call® made by the State,
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without the participation of the United States, no provision is found teo exist-i
under the present laﬁs." While the Legilslature was thus taking measures for s
that protection which the general government refused to afford, a respectable
memorial was presented to it from the citizens of Baltimare, setting forth
the undefended state of the city, and the fact that the city banks had, in
the emergency, made a loan for the purpose of strengthening the fortifieations
and arming the citizens; of which loan they prayed the Legislature to assume
such part as might not be refunded by the Federal government. They further
asked that, as the Assembly might not be able to consider the matter at once,
the municipal authorities might be authorized to levy a tax on the citizens

to liguidate the debt pending the ultimate action of the Legislature. Both

of these requests, however, were refused.
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On the 8th of August three ships of the line, three brigs, two schooners,
and a number of small vessels moved in slght of Baltimore, as if designing
an attack. Promptly the forts weremanned, and seven hundred men of Col.
Jemison's regiment of the Baltimore county brigade were ordered "to defend
& narrow pacs of high land seven or eight miles from the city towards North
Point." The cavalry of the Baltimore City and County brigades of militia,
undger fhe command of Lieut.-Cols. Blays and Moore, assembled on Hampstead
Hill, and proceeded to North Point to make themselves better avquainted with
the ground in case the enemy should attempt to land, while on the elevated
grounds east of the city (now Patterson Park) about forty pleces of artillery,
elghteen, twelve, six and four-pounders, mounted of field carriages, were col-
lected, and the "marine artillery company," Capt. George Stiles, manned their
"marine battery" of forty-two pounders on the water front of Fort McHenry .#
Awed probably bﬁ the formidable preparations, the British forces determined
to turn their attention to weaker peints, and accordingly resumed their sav-
age warfare on the Eastern Shore. VfWhlle the citizens of Maryland were thus
energetlcally engaged in the protection of their own flresides, they also
bore an ample part in the dangers and honors of the arduous campaign on the
frontlers of Canada; and though sorely precsed at home, over a thousand vol-
unteers and recruits from the city and State were sent forward to the main
army during the summer of 1813. Nothing moreimportant than skirmishes took
place in this quarter until April 27, 1813, when the town of York, now called
Teronto, was captured. Capt. Stephen H. Moore's company of Baltimore volunt-
eers had the honor to be in the advance, and nbbly sustained the character of
their native city for gallantry and steady courage. In the migst of the as-
sault the magazine of one of the barracks,eantaindng five hundred pounds of
powder, blew up, killing and wounding more than two hundred of the vietorious

column. Tow of . 4
Capt. Moore's company were killea by the €Xoplesion .
: ’
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men severely wounded, and he himeelf receilved injurles necessitating the am-
putation of his leg: The "Baltimore Volunteers," however, had the satisfac-
tion, when the town capituléted, that afternmoon, of placing in advance of any
other, the flag presented to them by the ladles of the Seventh Ward, "on the
highest pinnacle of the Government House in the cpaital of Upper Canada."

On the 27th of May, Fort ;eorge was attacked and taken, and in this action als
Baltimore and Maryland volunteers werein the front of the battle. In the
struggle at Burlington Heights, on the 6th of June, they also took a promin-
ent part; and Gen. Lewis, in his official report of the aotioﬁ, says, "Hind-

men, Nicholas, Biddle, and Towson are young soldiers who would do honor to

‘any service;" and to the troops under thelr command, with a few others, he

éscribea the salvation of the army.

* Among Baltimore's defenders at this time was Capt.
Brooker's corps of Richmond and Washington volunt-
eers, and acecording to the captain, "never were sol-
dlers more hospitably entertained" than were these
volunteers by the citizens of Baltimore.
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The overthrow of Napoleon in the spring of 1814 left Great Eritaln free to
increase her forces in the United States, and to supply what had hitherto been
wanting,--a land force to co-dperate with the squadron, which, without 1t,
could do nothing of importance. It was therefore resolved to increase Cock=-
burn's fellt in the Chesapeake, and to send over a large body of veteran troops
who had served under Wellington in Spain. Stronger preparations were &also made
on this side. Commodore Joshua Barney wes place by the Navy Bepartment in
command of a flotilla, or & small fleet of gunboats and barges, fitted out in
Bgltimore in the summer of 1813 to defend the shores of the bay; and though
not able to attack Cockburn's ships, he did great service in checking and driv-
ing off thé enemy's raiding parties. In April, 1814, his little fleet was
ready for active service, and after several minor engagements won a consider-

able naval victory on the 10th of June in St. Leonard's Creek.
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It was Xnown that & serlous attack was intended upon Baltimore or Wash-
ington, and Brig.-Gen. William H. Winder, lately exchanged, and returned from
Canada, where he had been kept prisoner since his capture at Stony Creek, was
placed in command of the military district which eﬁbraced Maryland, the Dis=-
trict of Columbiz, and part of Virginia. Hen entered upon his duties with the
utmost energy, but soon found that the new distriect was "without magazines
of provisions or forage, without transport tools or implements, without a
commissariat or efficlent gyartermaster's department, without a general staff,

and finally without troops." He urged the government to call out four thous-

and militia, part to be stationed near Baltimore, and part between South River
and Washington, so as to be able to support each other in case of a landing of
the enemy. The government, however, paild no attention to his request, and all
the force he could muster was about a thousand regulars and an uncertaln number
of militisa. On the 1l4th of August, Admiral Cochrane arrived in the Chesapeake
with a fleet, bringing more than three thoweand veteran troops from France,
under Gen. Robert Ross, and the plan of attack was at once arranged. A por-
tion of the force, under Capt. Gordon, was sent up the Potomaec to bombard Fort
Washington and open the way to the capital; a few vecsels, under Sir Peter Par
ker, were dispatched up the Chesapeake, as if to attack Baltimore, while the
main body, under Admiral Cochrane, ascended the Patuxent, as if to engage
Barney's flotilla, which was lying near Nottingham, but really with the design
of attacking Weshington, if there seemed a reasonable prospect of taking 1it.

On August 19th and 20th, Cochrane landed about four thousand five hundred men
at Benedict, on the west bank of the Patuzent, who at once began their marech
northward under the command of “en. Ross. Cockburn's flotilla of barges went

up the river at thesame time, and after compelling Barney to set fire to his

boats at Mount Pleasant,

Jolned Ross at Upper Marlbrough, and on the 24th of
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August the whole force marched for Bladénsburg, where a battle ensued be-
tween the British forces under @en. Ross and the Americans under Gen. Winder.
_The Americans were completely routed, and the British entering Washingten
burned the capital and other: public builldings. The Baltimoreans at Bladens-
burg were under the command of Gen. Toblas Stansbury, of that eity, and con-
gleted of two regimente of milltia,---the Fifth Regiment of Beltimore volunteer
under Lieut.-Col. Sterett. Maj. William Pinkney's rifle battalion, and two com-
panles of volunteer artillery, with six—pounderé, unser Capts. Myers aﬂd Mag-
ruder, also from Baltimore. Commodore Barney, with his sailors, had charge of
a battery of‘heavy guns, and were supported by Unilted States marines. The
Baltimore troops, about elght hundred in all, "worn down with hunger and fat-

igue," reached Bladensburg on the evening of the 23d.
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After the capture of Washington it became evident that Baltimore would be
next attacked. A feeling of special hostility wes entertained against this
clty on account of the mischief done bv its privateers, and the ﬁish spirit and
courage of 1ites people. An eminent British statesman declared that Baltimore
waes "the great depository of the hostile spirit of the United States against
Englénd,“ and Admiral Warren said, "Baltimor%ﬁs a doomed town." A London
paper sald, "The American navy must be annihilated, thelr arsenals and dockyards
must be consumed, and the truculent inhabitants of Baltimore must be temed with
the weapons which shook the wooden turrets of Copenhegen." Indeed, Gen. Ross
openly boasted that though the heavens "rained militia," he would make his win-
ter-quarters in Baltimore. Thus forewarned, the inhabitants of Baltimore im-
mediately set about making further preparations for defense. Up to this time

of

half a million/dollars had been expended in the defense of the city, under the
dlrectlion of the mayor, Edward Johnson, and a Committee of Safety composed of
Jemes Mosher, Luke Tiernan, Henry Payson, Dr.J.C.White, James A. Buchanan, Sam-
uel Sterett, and Thorndike Chase. A COmmitte%Of Vigilance and Safety, of which
Mayor Johneson was chairman and Theodrick Bland secretary, co-operated unceasingly
with the military, and on the 27th of August, threépays after the battle of
Bladensburg, issued the following order:

"Whereas, the commanding officer has required the aid of the citizens

in the erection of works for the defense of the city, the Committee of

Vigllance and Safety having full confidence in the patriotism of their

fellow-citlzens, have agreed on the following organization for the pur-

pose of complying with the request of the ma jor-general:

"The inhabitants of the clty and the precincts are called on to depos-

it at the court house, in the Third Ward; Centre MarBet, in the Fifth

Ward; merket house, Fell's Point; riding school, in the Seventh Ward;

or tek® With them to the place requirea, all wheelbarrows, pick-axes,

spades, and shoyels that they can procure.

"That the city and precincts be divided into four sections, the first
section to consist of the eastern preecincts and the Elghth Ward; the

second to comprise the Fifth, Sixth and Seventh Wards; the third to

{
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comprise the Second, Third and Fourth Wa-ds; and the Fourth teo
comprise the First Ward and western precincts.

"That the exempts from military duty and the free people of color

of the First District, consisting of the eight wards and eastern
precincts, assemble tomorrow, Sunday, morning at six o'elock at
Hampstead H11l, wilth provieions for theday, and that Arthur Mg tchell,
Daniel Conn, Henry Pennington, John Chalmers, William Starr, Thomas
Weary, Henry Harwood, and Philip Cornmiller be charged with their
superintendence during the day.

"That those of the Second District, comprising the Fifth, Sixth

and Seventh Wards, assemble ag} Myer Garden on Monday morning at

81x o'cloek, under the superintendence of William Parks, Capt.
Watts, Ludwlg Herring, William Ross, Williem Carman, Daniel Howland,
Caleb Earnest, and James Hutton.

"That those of the TRird District, compriesing the Sedond, Third

and Fourth Wards, assemble at Washington Square on Tuesday morn-
ing at six o'elock, under the superintendence of Frederick Ley-

pold, William McCleary, John MeKim, Jr., Henry Schroeder, Alex-

ander licDonald, El1i Hewitt, Peter Golg, and Alexander Russell.

"That those of the Fourth District, comprising the First Ward and
western precincts, assemble at the intersection of Eutaw and Harket
(Baltimore) Streets on W-dnesday mornim at six o'clock, under

the superintendence of William W. Taylor, Willlam Jessops, Ed-

Ward Harris, George Decker, William Hawkins, Issac Philips, William
Jones, and John Hignet.

"The owners of slaves are requested to sendthem to work on the says
asslgned in the several districts.

"Such of our patriotic fellow-citizens of the county or else-
where as are disposed to aid in the common defense are invited
to partake in the duties now required on such of the days as

- may be most convenient to them."

* The Committee of Vigilance and Safety was composed of the
following members: Henry Stouffer, Solomon Etting, Ellas
Ellicott, Samuel Hollingsworth, Benjemin Berry, Henry Pay-
son, William Lorman, James A. Buchanan, William Wilson,
Williem Patterson, Adam Fonerden, James Wilgon, Joseph
Jamleson, Cumberland Dugsn, William Camp, James Arm-
strong, James Taylor, Peter Bond, Robert Stewart, Fred.
Schaeffer, Richard Stevens, Hezekiah Waters, David Burke,
George Woelper, Hermanus Alricks, John Kelso, Richard
F{isby, Col. J. E. Howard, George Warner, and Theodorick
Bland.
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On the same day the committee adopted further resolutions calling upon all

good cltizens to keep a careful watch upon all suspecte#peraons, and to con-

tribute to the defense of the city. #

*

The patriotic ardor of the citizens is well 11lustrated
by the reply of John Eager Howard to a suggestion of
surrender: "I have," s2id he, "as much property at

stake as most persons, and I have four sons in the fleld.
But sooner would I see my sons weltering in their blood
and my property reduced to ashes than so far disgrace

the country ." "Put me down for fifty thousand dollars

for the defense of Baltimore,? said Isaac MeKim when
he heard Ross was coming.
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A committee composed of Col. John E. Howard, Richard Frisby, and Robert
Stewart was appointed to wait on Maj.-Gen. Ssmuel Smith ;nd request him to
assume mllitary emmand of the clty in accordance with the expressed desire of
Brig.-Gen. Stricker, Maj. Armi8tead, Capt. Spencé, and Yommodore Perry, who
was then in Baltimare. On the 24 of .eptember the Committee of Vigilance
and Safety, in view of the distress occasioned among many of the poorer fam-
1lies by the absence of husbands, brothers, and fathers in the army, adopted
the following resolution, and appointed a Committee of Relief* to solicit
subscriptions for their support. In order more effectually to carry out this
good work, committees of inspection were appointed, who were directed to ascer-

tain and relive the meritorious poor in their respective wards.##*

* The Committee of Relief was composed of James Ellicott, W.W.
Taylor, Elisha Tyson, Righard H. Jones, L. Wethered, Luke
Tlernan, Williem Riley, James Mosher, Joseph Townsend, Peter
DAffenderfer, Willlam Brown, Dahiel Diffenderfer? Wililem
Trimble, Williem Mende, William Proctor, and John Ogeden.

*® The ward committees were: First Ward--Isszac Tyson,Isaac Me
Pherson, Christian Keller, John Hignet, Second Ward--Elisha
Tyson, Cornelius Comegys, Richard H. Jones, and lloses Shep-
pard. Third Ward--L.Wethered, Luke Tiernan, Henry Schroeder.
Fourth Ward¢+-James Sloan, William Riley, John MeClure.
Fifth Ward--Baltzer Shaeffer, Daniel Howland, Samuel MeKim.
Sixth Ward--wWilliam Ross,Jacob Miller, William Brown,
Seventh Ward--William Trimble, William Parks, Samuel Wilson,
Joshua Mott. Eighth Ward--James H. Clarke, Nathaniel Knight,
John Murphy.
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About the same time the committee called upon the "goodlpeople of this and
the neighboring States to bring to the city for sale" suppiies for the support
of the troops, assuring all who should "visit the ciﬁy for this laudable purposé
‘that they should be "free from the danger of impressement of their horses, wage

ons, or c@&rts, or any specles of interruption to themselves."
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To these various appeals all classes of citlzens responded with generous
enthusiesm; their ordinary avocations, which until thles time had scarcely
been interrupted, were now altogther laid aside, and every fpage 90)one who
could wield & musket, even old men and boys, were found 1in ﬁhekanks, and each
day marched to the sound of martial music to their occupation of laboring on

the line of the intrenchments and fortiflcations.
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~ Nor was the water approéch neglected. A four-gun battery was constructed

at Lazaretto Point, Canton, ang between this point and Fort McHenry, across th
mouth of the harbor, a number of vessels were sunk. Southwest of the fort,
near what is now Winans' wharf, guarding the middle branch of the Patapsco
from the landing of troépa who might endeavor to assall Fort McHenry in the
rear, were two redoubts, five hundred Yards apart, ang called Fort Covington

and&he City Battery. #

* 1In 1854 g Joint resolution wag introduced in the City
Council requesting the Senators from Maryland in Cong-
ress to procure the passage of an act donating the olg
battery,known as Fort Covington, in the Seventeenth
Ward, and the ad jacent ground, belonging to the United
States government, to the city of Baltimore for the pur-
pose of converting it into g public 8quare, which 1is now
known as Riverside Park.
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In the rear of these, upon the high ground at the foot of Light Street,
on the present site of Battery Square, was the Circular Battery of seven guns.
A long line of platformes for a battery were erected a few yards in front of
Fort McHenry, which was called the Water Battery, and upon which wa4pountod a

number of forty-two-pounder guns borrowed from the French consul.
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The British army, after several days' rest, having replenished their store
of fresh provisions by plundering the péOple on the shores of the Patuxent,
at daybreak on the 6th of September embarked on board of their fleet, welghed
anchor, weighed anchor, and stood with a fair wind for the Chesapeake. After
galling down the bay, at mid-day on the 7th they entered the Potomae, and
after moving up that stream for two days, for the purpose of decelving the
Americans and to keep them in Suspense as to the next point of attack, on
the night of the 9th the whole squadron hastened back to the Chesapeake and
stood for the mouth of the Patapsco.
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It wes probably this and the other delays succeeding the capture of Wash-
1ng£on which saved Baltimore from the hands of the enemy. On the evening
of the 24th of August, Weshington was in the possession of the British army,
and on the morning after the battle the enemy was again at Bladensburg, on
his retreat to Benédict. Had Ross made directly for Baltimore at this time, .
attacking it from the west 8lde, he would doubtless have effected its capture.
But the time between the 24th of August and the 12th of September afforded the
necessary opportunity for the reorganization of the army that had been beaten
at Bladensburg an&khe concentration of fresh troops at Baltimore. An immed-
late attack from the western and northern sides of the clty would, moreover,
not only have prevented the formation of an effective army of defense at Bal-
timore, but would have rendered the formidable batteries at Fort McHenry and
the fortifications and intrenchments on the eastern aﬁd northern sides entirely
unavailable. As 1t was, @en. Ross waited unt il a strong army had been thrown
into Baltl more, and then advanced against it directly in the teeth of the numer-
ous batterles and fortifications on the eastern slde of the ecity. History

presents but few instances of such accomodating generalship.
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On Sunsay evening, S8eptember 11th, about seventy of the enemy's vessels
were anchored off Nerth Point, about twelve miles from the city of Baltimore
by water, and fourteen by land. - The beautiful moonlight night was chiefly
spent by the fleet in preparing  for an immediate debarkation. At three
o'clock on Msnday morning, the 12th, the boats of every ship were lowered,
and the troops landed under cover of several gun-brigs anchored within a
cable's length of the beach. The boats went in divisions, the leading one
of eaé¢h being armed with a carronade. By seven o'clock they had landed a
force of about seven thousand men, composed of 1nféntry,

artillery, marines,

and sailors, completely equipped, each mén bearing eighty rounds of ammunit-

lon, a2 spare shirt and blanket, and cooked provisions for a three days'

march. The most perrect system characterized every movement. Not the

slightest goubt as to the result exlsted 1n the minds of the officera who

planned the cempalgn, and the troops looked eagerly forward to the promised

plunder.
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1 At the State election held in October, 1818,
the soldiers stationed at Fort MeHenry and
the sallors and marines on board the United
States veseel " Nonesuch" were mustered, fur-
nished with ballots, marched to the polls and
voted. The eoldiers themselves said that
their ballots were dealt out to them by a
sergeant on parade, that they were then marched
to the polls and ordered to vote the tickets
with which they had been furnished.

MY
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(1847)

On the 24th of Juyly, Maj. Kenly embarked
from Fort MeHenry on the trensport-ship
"Alexandria," with the three Maryland
compangea under his eommand, and in one
month dropped anchor oft the port of

Vera Cruz.
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On the 12th of January three companies
of United States Light Artillery from
Fort Leavenworth #rr&ved in Baltimore

and eéaupled Fort MeHenry.
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On the 26th of April (1861) the propeller "Express" landed troops
and munitions of war at Forst‘Carroll and McHenry. On the same day an
order was lcsued by the Baard of Police Commissioners forbldding the dls-
play of flags, and some seventeen persons on Federal Hill were arfested
who refused to lower the United State Flag. On the 29th there was a
grand parade of the Firet Light Dlvision of the municipal forees, consist-

ing of the Frist and Second Brigades, under command of HMaj.-Gen. Sguart.




Scharf's History of Baltimore Clty and County.
Pogo 131, @et. 1, Par,.o.

On the 4th of May (1861), Maj. Morrls, commam er of Fort McHenry,
refused to obey a writ haﬁeas,corpus 1ssued by Judge Wm. F. Glles, of
the United States District Court, for the#urpose of releasing from the
United StateAFervice an enlisted soldier named John George Mullenm, who
hed petitloned for release 6n the ground of minority. One the same
date an immense meeting wae held in Baltimore to protest agaipst Coleman
Yellott's bill to appoint & board of public safety. The powers proposed
to be given to the board were very great, and included the expenditure of
an approprlation of two millions of d 1llars for the defense of the
State and the entire control of the military, including the removal and
“appolntment of commissioned officers. It was strongly precsed in the Leg
lslature, but finally feiled to pass. The pmw posed measure created in-
tense opposition among Union men as well as ammng some Southern symnathize

beilng regarded as a mere s@bstitute for an ordlinance of sececsion.
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---At three o'clockon the morning of the 27th of June (1861) , Marshal
Kane wasg arrestéd by a body of militery and taken to Fort McHénry, where
he was confined. On the same day Gen. Banks lcsued a proclamation 1nf6
-ming the cltlzens that by virtue of authority invested in him, and in
obedlence to orders as commanding general of th military department, he
had arrested an#detained in custody Col. ®eorge P. Kane, matshal of po-

‘lice.
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On the 17th of the month (October, 1862), Gen. Morris, commanding Fort

McHenry, issued a peremptory order forbidding any carriage to enter the
gate of the fort, bringing supplies to Confederate prisoners who were con-

fined there, and directing that a1l such gupplies should be marked "Pro-

vostieMarchal's Office" and left with the guards at the outer gate.
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On the 17th of the month (October, 1862), Gen. Morris , commanding Fort
McHenry, icsued a peremptor& order forbiﬁ&ing any ecarriage to enter the gate
of the fort, bringing supplies to Confederate prisoners who were confined
there, and directing that all such supplles should be marked "Provost Marshal's
Office" and left with the guards at the outer gate. A singular petition #KkK
about ﬁhis time was circulated for the removal of Gen. Wool, on the ground of
" total lack of judgment and discretion in the administration of the affairs
of his important office." A copy of this petition was brought to Gen. Wool,
who indignantly denied kfs charges, and hearing that the framers of the petit-
lioﬁ held secret meetings at Temperance Temple, the building was visited on
Tuesday evening, October 28th, by Maj. William P. Jones, who @arrested Thomas
H. Gardiner, cerlk of the Criminal Court; Thomas Sewell, Jr., Thomas R. Rich,
one of Governor Bradwford's aldes; amd Alexander D. Evans. They were all re-
moved to the police station, and the next day sent to Firt Pelaware, but were

released two days afterward.
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On the 26th of November (1862), Col. J. Dimmick, commander of Fort
Werren, was ordered to releése ail the Maryland State prisoners, and on
the next day the following citizens of Baltimore were set at liberty:
Severn Teackle Wallig, Henry M. Werfleld, William G. Harrison, T. Parkin
Scott, ex-members of the Marylang Legislature; George William Brown, ex-~
mayor of Baltimore; Charles Howard and William H. Gatchell, of the Balti-
more Police Commissloners; George P. Kane, ex-marshal of Baltimore police;

Frank Key Howard, one of the editors of the Baltimore Exchange; Thomas W.

Hall, Jr-, editor of the Baltimore South; and Robert Hull, merchant of
Beltimore. The Baltimore "State prisoners" arrived home on the 28th and
29th of November: Several of these gentlemen brought suit against the

government and military authorities for falee imprisonment.
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On March 13th (1863) a fire occurred at FQrt McHenry
which totally destroyed é buiiding used as qnﬂrteré for some of
the officers. The large number of soldiers in the elty and the
facility with whieh they obtained liquor, led, about this period,
to the passage of an order by -en. Schenck forbidding the sale of
strong drink to soliders under penalty of imprisonment andthe

closing of the shops of proprietors so offending.
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The pollece force contimued to protect the city until thetﬁtlitary
authorities took possession of it in 1861. On the morning of #### 27th of
June a detachment'of military proceeded to the residence of Col. George P. Kane |
arrested him, and carried him to Fort McHenry. On the same day, by order of |
Gen. Banks, Col.John R. Kenly suspended the board of pblice and assumed com= |
mand of the polilce force of the city. On July th, Gen. Banks appointed
George R. Dodge marshal of police in place of Col. Kenly. He entered upon
the duties of the offlce the same day, with James MePhail as deputy marshal.
They occupied the marshal's office, statlonhouses and other property of the
city provided for the regﬁlar police, and the troope which had been quartered
in the heart of the city were withdrawn and marched back to their several eampf
On the lst day of July the police commicsioners were also. These arrests were |
mede between three and five o'clock in the morning by Col. Morehead's Philadel#f
-phia regiment, which first proceeded to the house of John W. Davis, arrested f
him, and sent him under guard to the fort. They next visited the residences
and arrested Charles D. Hinks, Charles Howard and William H. Gatchell. All
four of the commissioners were conveyed to Fort McHenry, aﬁd were afterward
imprisoned for more than a year in Fort Warren, Boston Harbor. William Me-
Kewen, clerk of the beard, was &lso arrested, but afterwards discharged by
Marshal Kenly, there being no charge against him. Gen. Banks appointed
the followiné?ﬁard of Police Commissioners to assist in the management of the
police affairs in the city: Columbus O'Donnell, Archibald Sterling, Jr.,

Thomss Keleo, John R. Kelso, John W. Randolph, Pcter Sauerweinj; John B. Sel-
denstricker, Joseph Roberts and Michael Warner. Between the hours of

eleven o'ciock Thursday nlght and eleven o'elock Friday morning a number

of military arrests were made, among them the mayor of the city; George Wlllﬁﬂ

lam Brown, at that time ex officio a memberof the Board of Police Commission-

ers, who was committed to Fort McHenry. It was intended to send him with

others arrested to the Dggagortugas, but fortunately there were no vessels in ﬁ
the port suitable & time for the service.
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(Footnote):
i ; In August, 1861, an attempt was made to

aupply Fort McHenry with water by means

of an aftesian well, but after boring to
the depth of one hundred and twenty five
feet the work was stopped by a thiék layer
of oyster shells. For eighty feet of
this distance a very impervious clay was
encountered studded with bowlders and

nodules of iron ore, limestone, etc.
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Friday, September 13th, 1861.

Whilst looking on with wonder and amezement, the astounding
intelligence was brought in that Thomae ¥. Hell, Jr., Esq.,
had been arrested*##@#%and it 1e¢ only reasonable to suppose
that he ie now an inmete of the American Bastile, formerly

known as Fort MeHenry.




