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(From Scarf's Collection. Box 59.)

Headquerters, Morristown 9% April 1777.
Sir
Having heard that your Stete have appointed Lieut Col Geo Stricker
to the command of & Battallion, I hold myeelf bound to inform you that
the character he holds here @s an officer will not Justify such an ap-
pointment. Yesterdaey he obteined my leave to reeign, complaining thaﬂ
hie privete affelre indispensably require his presence &t home for sev-
eral months. Hed there been any other Field officer with the Battal-
ion, I should have permitted him to leeve it lmmedietely; he waits
only forfthe Colonel's arrivel.
I beg you will consider thie informetion as proceeding from my
great regard for the good of the service, and from nothing else.
I have the honor to be
With great regard & ecteem
¥' lost Obdt Servt |

Geo Washington.




Scharf Collection. Box No. 59.

Nethanlel Smith commanded Fort at Whetetone, August 23, 1777.




(From Scarf Colleection. Box 53%.)

Md. Jn M&y 22’ 1781.

A letter from North Hampton Co., Va.,

of day 9, 1781, says:

"The British Generesl at Portsmouth i1s at this time making every
necéssarj prepar#tion to attack Baltimore, in order, as it is thought.;}
to put an end to what little trade now remains to that port.

"A number of the enemy's barges heving appeared in thvﬁeighborhoad
of Annapolls within & tew'days pestt, several armed vessels were im-

medlately despatched from that Port in pursuilt of them."
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(From Secarf Collection. Box 59.)

1813

In compliance with & resolution passed by the leglslature, WE B.
Martim and Walter Dorsey Esqr'. were deputed by the governor to wait
on the President, to know what aid might be expected from the general
government towarde protecting the State egainst lnvasions‘of the enemy,
and defraying the expenses necessary for the attainment of the object.

The Presldent through his Secretary of War, Mr. John Armstrong, said
that the government hed taken it upon itself the protectlon of Virginia
becéuse her militle were placed under the commend and control of a gen-
erél offlicer of the United States, and thr situation of New York partic-
ularly demanded 1its attention and that "so far as expendituree have
arisen, or shall arice, in consequence of militie calls made by the

State of Maryland, without the perticipetion of the United States no

provisions 1s found to exist under thepresent laws."

He thus diaregardn&?he rights of the people and merited ihe contempt
of every citizen of the State. It was cleerly partiality shown to on
State in preference to another, without the slightest of causesg, &nd in

violation of our national compact.

o e i

Since Maryland hes been refused that assistance from the general gov
ernment whlch she had every reason to expeet, from ite having been gran
-ed to other States, she has not other alternatuve left but to have re-
course to her own resources, as far as they will extend to furnish mean
of defence against the incursions of the eneny.

lir. Madison's advisers did not undertake to defend hie conduct at
this period to-the State of Md. in regard to the protection demanded of
him. In feet the citizens of Md, could not be reconciled to so fleg-

rant a contempt of their rights after the frequent demand of the Gov-
ernor for protection.



From Scarf Collection. Box §9.

The citizens of Balto. in April loened the

government $3,000,000 to earry on the war. (1813).




Captain Ringgold's letter to Capt. Symington.

Fort M'Hanry Ma.
June 5, 1841

I have the honor herewith to enclose Duplicate
Recelpts for Ordnance and Ordnanace Stores, received at t.hu
post from Washington Arsenal May 24th, 1841,

I am Sir
Very Respectfully
Your Obt, Servant
Sm Ringgold
To: Capt. 34 Art.
Capt. John Symington
dg
Comm,
Washington Arsenal

Washingten D, C.

Scharf Cnllectinn Box-




Captain Ringgold's Letter to Martus C. Buek .

Fort MceHenry a.
June 23, 1842,
Sir:

I enclose herewith Pike & Were's Bill for Trace rope
and also F, A, Francisco's for making 24 Sheaths--- Be pleased
to have the Bills made out in proper form and transmitted to ne
and I will obtain the Signatures so that they can be paid.

I am, Sir, very respectfully

Your Obt. Serv.t

Samuel Ringgold
Capt. 3 d Artillery.
Marcus C. Buck FEsaqr.

Military Store Keeper

Washington D. C. Scharf Colleetlon Box- 56




Captain Ringsold'e letter to Cept. Symington.

Fort M' Hemry, Md.
June 25, 1842 ,

Sir
I herewith é&nclose an Invoice of Rope this day turned

over to the Quater Mester for transportation to your arsenal,
for the Purpese of having it fabricated into traces, as there
are no facilfties for having the work preperly executed here,

When completed I will thenk you to have them ®eturned to

this pomt.
I am Sir
Very Respectfully
Your Obt. 8vt,
Samuel Ringgold.
To , Gapt. 3a Art.

Capt. Jehn syninston,
Comn, & Weshington Arsenal

D. C.
: Scharf Collection Box- 56




(From Scarf Collection. Box 59.)

(In Bun, Sep. 13/1844) The twelfth of September in Belto.---A
little efter @ oelk, the traingof cars frm m York, by the Susguehannz
Rallroad wes seen approaching bearing the honored remnant of the
defendere from York, with thelr escort. When the cars arrived the
militery consisting of the Washineton Artillery, Captain Bruce; the
Susquehanna Rifle, Ceptain Duck; the York Rifle Lieut. Hillinger, com-
manding, end the York Blues, Capt. Alexander Hay, were formed in line

under commend of Maj. George Hay.




(From Scarf Collection. Box 59.)

(In Sun kay 14, 1846) lMovemente of the Baltimore Volunteerg---
On the receipt on Saturdey evening last (May 9) of the imtelligence from
the army on the Rio Grande, Col. Wateson of that spirited corps the In-
dependent Blues attached to the 5th Regiment immediately determined on
offering the services of the corps; the Government to take charge of
Firt lMcHenry 1n the &beence of the regular troops. The offer wacs made
in due form on Sundey morning (lMey 10) by & despatch to the Secretary of
War without consultatlon of the members of the corps but upon the fact
being announced to them by thelr Commander the responsibility assumed
wes secqnﬂed with enthusiasem. This offer wee followed but without
concerted aetion, by a similar tender from that effiqient corps the
Eagle Artlllery end subsequently as hee been already stated by the en-
tired 539 regiment C.J .C.Davies commanding who we understéand aceompan-
ied by 4aj. J.0.Law proceeded to Wachington Yesterday (May 13) to make
& tender of service in person. A meeting was 2lego held on Tuesday eve-
ning (May 12) by the officers of the 5th regiment Col. N. Hiekman com-
mending at whiech 1t wae resolved thet the serviee of the compenies com=-
poelng the regiment be tendered to the government to garrison the Fort
whenever required. To the offers thus made & reply hezsg been receivead
from the Secretary of War in which after thanking the volunteers for
their offers, he statee that for the present Fort licHenry will e garr-
isoned by a company of regular troops, but 1f & necessgity ocecurs for
accepting the services of the voluntéarl, the commanding officers will
be duly notified through the proper channel. We may add that since
the news of Saturday (Mey 9) the meetings of thevolunteer zssociations
have been unusueslly full and enthusiastic. Baltimore goes for‘our

country &lways, but right or wrong "our country."
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s (In Sun, Qet. 31, 1846) i
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"From the Baltimore Republica'-----

leesre. Editore---

You no doubt were at the Battle Ground on the 12th of
SBeptember, instent, and listened to Generzl Howerd's address to the
@eeembled milltery, old soldiers, &nd cltizens present; you no doubt
also heard among the eleborate historical remerks of the General, re-
futing the report that wes current ever since the bettle that & boy or
boys killed Gen. Ross from & tree. The idea 1s so absurd, 1t is the
more astonlshing that this reporg wag not meny years ago properly re-
futed. It actuelly erept among the two-penny (?) of that day,
and wee swallowed kindly even by those who knew, or ought to have
known better. The writer of this hed also the pleasure to listen &t
tentlively to the very learned address of the General, by which he sue-
cecsively detalled the events of that memorable day, and the Juet re-
futetion in regerd to the absurd story, and slso that Genl. Roes wes
killeé in a general firing. Since the General had the honor to com-
mend & company in the &advance, he certalnly knew what company was ahead
of him. It 1s presumable he forgot that clrecumstence or else he would
certainly have rendered‘justice to the living, ae well as he wvery justly
pralsed the dead; and would have mentioned the corps &nd captain that .
preceeded his company, the first platoon of whieh was on the rising
ground the Generel was pleacsed to describe. As this wes omitted (neo
doubt,unintentionally) the writer as one of the advance will relate as
fer as his recollectlion will serve him the facts of the event: The
originator of thet daring step was Captain Levering- The Captaln wusg

&t Gen. Stricker's headquarters on liondey morning (the dey of battle)

about 7 oalk while various confused reporte were brought to the General

in regerd to the landing, advance & pogition of the e
nemy.. One o
reporte wee thet & PArty of the Britlsh were fessting amt £ ryigeg T these
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et Gorsuch's ferm, about three milee from our position---Captain Lev-
ering confiding in the steblility of his company offered his services
to §en. Stricker to go with his company andlook after the British at
the said farm &nd bring him a correct report; Dbut as the General from
the varlous contradictory reports received from time to time, had
probably reason to doubt the correctness of th%report, he did not thirk
proper &t that perlod to accept Levering's noble and daring offer.
Towards meridien when metters became ﬁore doubtful, gloomy &nd
vexing and it became necessery to teke & firmer step and look for the
enemy who appeared hesitating to open the battle, Gen. Stricker deter-
mined to esned a party forward (a forlorn hope) and dispatched his aide-
de-camp to Captain Levering, informing him that the General haé aceept-

ed his offer adding that Capt. Howard's company the 8harpshooters under

Alsqulith, and a plece of artillery unéer Lieut Stiles,---the whole un-
der commeand of laj. Heath. The Blues went forward followed by the
tropps, mentioned, the Sharpshooters on the flanks. Har ing been ap-
prieed by a British shot on the right, fron the woode, that the enemy
wae neer &t hand, (and & providential shot 1t was,) the first platoon
twenty-four men strong under the immedi&te command of Captein Levering
reéched the risging ground and halted near a post-rail fence. From that
elevated positlion Ceptein Levering end his men notliced three men in ax
distant wood one of them reconnoitering with a spy-glass. The rear
part of the platoon was ordered to fire, and after the smoke disappeared
the three men had vanished. But as Wells and M'Comas (two sharpshoot-
ers) had been shot by the enemy, the natural conélusion wae that one of
them must heve kllled Gen. Ross. Niles' Reglster, Vol. VII, gives the
report of Admiral Cockburn to the Admirélty Ihe having commended five-
hundred seilors and marines in the advénce, with eix- hundred regulars

under Gen. Ross) and thereafter giving a recltal of the affalir in the

advance, says that Gen. Ross received three wounde~---one in the wetst
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another in the leg and & third in the fleshy part of the arm penetrat-
ing the breast ang causing de&ath within two hours thereafter. Lord
Cochrane's report to the Admiralty (See Niles' Register, Vol. VIiI,
Page l99i tates that Gen. Ross waes killed by é musket ball. It 18 a
well knoﬁn fact among military men that a rifle bell cannot penetrate
from one part of the body to the other owing to the rifle ball having
the appearance when it enters the flesh, of a corkscrew and hence 1t
teare the flesh and becomes powerless to enter another part of the body .
From the cireumstence Gen. Rose hevimp received three wounde, &and from
the statement of Ross' servant, who asslsted in carrying him on a 1it-
ter from the place at which he wee shot, to esome distance and afterward
deserted, &nd falling in with Capt. Levering's men who took him and
énother deserter to our eamp that night, and.aa 800on a8 he noticed the
uniform of the Blues, saild it wes one of theat company that killed the
General, it is pretty evident that the honor of thedeed has long restead
on the wrdng person. The writer of this therefore 1s only astonished
at offleers who kne® of these clrcumstances not having done justice to
the living as wel 1 as honor to the memory of the dead and "rendered unto

Caesar the things that are due to Cezesar."

"One of the forlorn hope party."
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Scharf Collection Box = 59%

Baltimore Sun, August 23, 1847.

Maryland Light Artillery---This fine company now at
Fort MeHenry, numbers upwards of ninety men, and it may be said are
now ready for starting, although a few more men will be taken. On
Saturday last ( Aug 21) the company proceeded to the election of
offigers.and the following gentlemen were chosen---Lloyd Tilghman
of Baltimore Captain; Isaac Marrow of Baltimore 1lst Lieutenant and
Arnold Lensfield of Baltimore 24 Lieutenant. David G. Griffith
of Anne Arundel County 3rd Lieutenant; Tdw. R. Pethenbridge has been
appointed 1lst Sergeant and John H. Barnard 2nd Sergeant. We doubt
Whether a finer body of velunteers have been collected any where than
can be found in this company. They are all active young men not more

than half dez. perhaps reaching the age of forty.




{From Scarf Collection. Box'59-)
(Sun, Sept. 13, 184%.)

llesers. Editors
The following communication is from the pen of a clergyman

who left the city of Baltimore 30 yeers ago the 37% of last April.in

compeny with the Rev. lMegsrs. Fry and Vinton, who we long since thought

was dead a notice that he isg yet living will be pPleasing to some of the

0ld Baltimore Defenders, and especlelly eo to his friends in the church.
Reminisence of Rev. Thomae Beachan,

residing in Xenia, Ohio, June
25’ 1847 .

If the War of Independence weg a matter of necessity more than choice,

equally so wes the late war with Great Britein. For in the acknowledge-
ment of our Indenendence in was eessily seen thet we were weak in mumber
énd limkted in meens. The practice of impressment which had obteained
amongﬁthe English not so muech to obtaim efficient seemen &s to establish
& precedent---a hebit---by which it wuld be lawful to rob and impress
Wwith impunity the citizens oﬁthe States---hence it was useless for & cap-
tain to compléin, for when the choice of his crew were taken from hls ehi
1t would be said by the English, "we are the greatest nation in the world,
NO &rmy or navy een equsl ours and we must make them know we ére their
superior." While we &g & nation were compelled to acknowledge our in-
eguality; and inetead of multiplying our navy, which might have been done
with 1little more eéxpense than it cost to build a quantity of useless gun
boats, we submitted to injury & ineult from time to time. Thue had it

not been for the war of 1812 We would have this day be ignorant of the
strength of our army &and nevy. In our revolutionary struggle we succeed-

ed by the help of =& higher power.



(From Secarf Collection. Box 59.)

Sept.eﬁ:ber 13th (1858)

The Sun---The Twelfth of September---Today we celebreted the anniv-
ersary of the memorable defence of Baltimore, &énd oceasion which re-
stores the verdure of the laurels won by a citizen soldiery in the re-
pulee of the daring invader of our soil.

The "Twelfth" wes duly commemorated yesterday, September 12, in a
manner éuited to the hallowed assoclations of the day. The general
military and civic observances. togther with the &épproprlate ceremonies
connected with the obeequles of the young heroes, Wells and McComes,
whoee almost voluntary obleation of their lives upon the altar of thelr
countrie's honour hae graved thelr memories with enduring fame, will

to-gay dignify the commemoration of the eventful peried.
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"Conguer we muet, in God ie our trust,
And this ie our motto, our cauce it is just."

In the late war we arose in our weaknees, fought and conquered
amidst all the disadvantages under which we labored. America heas
thie secured & charscter and standing among the nations of the earth
which would néver have been had 1t not been for the late war.

No people ever evinced more resentment at British cupidity and ty-
renny then the people of Beltimore---there, wae no pléace for aﬁy cit-
lzen suspected of friendship for Great ~“ritain. Baltimore was ever
ready to do her part in every wearlike méasura-—-no goldiers could step
off in finer etyle when on parade, or march up to the tune of Hail,
Columbie with a better grace than the citizens of Baltimore. Several
yeers before the declaration of war thelr patriotism (which is still
proverbiel) wes not pieasant to the British---and their design was to

chastise Baltimore severely as they were more able---and hed the power-

ful forces of the enemy mede & sudden attack upon our city, I am doubt-
ful es to the result. But turning aeslde to Washington Cigy they geve
us more time and a louder warning, which we did not fail to improve.

Our spades and shovels were employed in throwing up breastworks---our
guns were all put in order & we then awalted the approaech of the enemy
until Sabbath the 11 = of September.--In the morning we performed mili-
tary duty, we then went to the House of God, and from this we were calle
away before 12 o'clock. The balle on the observetory were run Up===
the 818XM on fired---the clty was in commotion, weeping & lamentation
weés heard in almost eévery house; and yet we found &t our headquarters

" more men than we had before. We took up our line of march and encamped
where came the "tug of war." In the morning at sunrise, we formed a

line and then for the first time I heard those affecting words, "load

with ball cartrldge:
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up for battle. We had, all told, about 8,000 men, &ll willing to de-
fend their homes.

On the might we saw the 5th regiment and a few rifle companles, and
on the left was the 39th and 5let regiments. Two or three compénies
With one of the four cannons, voluntered to go and hunt up the enemy
and they found them just in sight. There & desperate battle ensued.
Every mén did hies best and & young man by thé@ame of Wells, belonging
to the company of sherpshooters, stopped the career of Ross. They now
ceame on in earmest, in front was &n extensive old fileld and after fil-
ling thie they flanked our left. The three six-pounders [one having
been splked) commenced, &nd never were three little guns more consténtly
&t work, or for a better purpose, forthe spave of one hour.

The hardest of the battle was with the 27th and the first musket was
fired from that regiment. On my right I saw the valiant young man

with trailed gun and quick etep, advance forward about 30 rods, while

hundreds were calling, "Come back! Come back!" all to no purpose. He
fired and this was the élgnﬂl--in'a moment thé-whhle line wae in a blaze
Breve boy: I doubt whether he ever returned to his home.

Qur adjutant, Donaldson, the Dbeginning of & great man, had just
pacged 1n the rear, advising the men to shbot low. "Hit them," said
he, "about the middle." We fought hard until a retreat was called for,

and fourty two boys and two o0ld men were killed in the company to which

I belonged. (Ceptain Pinney's). We rallied agaln with the 6th and othe
forcee, about two miles from the city. We were now willing for another
triel, but were soon ordered in front of the entrenchment. The 27 &
5%8 were alowed to sleep home that night and the next morning were rally
ing at headquarters; the sound of the 15% bomb salutedour ears. Un-
dau&ﬁ}d we marched out & although 33 years have passed away, I have not

forgotten the feeling caused by the loud cheer from the soldiers in the

ERMIRAEIOnS a0 e Hassie 21D panesd W b deih awrisbicoiiaiinl front



‘-'r"

_;4--

This day we were looking every moment for the omset which was to
declde the fate of the city but it came not. At night we drew nearer
the entrenchment, & enjoyed all the comforte of a dark rainy, night,
enllvened by the rockets blaze & the dismal roar of the bonmb . They
had been at work all day and all nlght, and we could witness the truth .
of that patriotic sentiment, which & Belti morean will always love &
admire -

"The rockets red glare, the bomb bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still"

In the morning we heard with sstonishment the enemy had fled to
their ships. When it wae too late Gen. Seott became our commander.
We mustered three months; sometimes walking as sentinels at the six
gun bettery. Our gity was kept in peace & safety, some say the Lord
kept 1t so, & so he did. Baltimore was then almost as celebrated for
goldlers of the erocs of Chriest as soldiers oﬂ&he musket.

I have never seen any hlstory of the Battle of North Point; these
few particulars are from my memory, and in the main are true. My home

is in the West, yet I love Bal#tmore still.




