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“zltimore 7 mo 9th 1816 _

Dear Parentsj-'

- have, in compliance with your request, Set down with the intenticn

of writing a few lines to you, & informing you that I arrived this city

about 6 oclock yesterday morn'ng. We left Philadelphia at 10 Get to

New Castle at 5 oclock, from thence five stegeloads travelled over the

worst turnpike I have Seen in all my travels; with nething tec sce but

Hedges that were snything but hundsome, And they, I think, might be

very such improved in thelr appearance. 4All the hcuses that I saw between _

Few Castle and French Town, with the excepticn ef 3 or 4 which were by

ne ,eans handsome, were built of Logs. No barns lcke Pennsylvanlans, The

Crcps were misersable, many not worth the gathering. The Indian Corn in

coe fields was not aboeve 4 or 5 inches high., Qats gencrally lccked

,ﬁ?The stage that I was in was foremcst, and therefere, I got clea cf

/ immense shecals of dust with which the Passengers were enncyed in the
Back Stages. When we arrived at French Tcwn we were shewn ?27? (unde-
cipherable ??) 2 very large warehcuses were burned by the British,
Wi lumedlately got on board the "CHESAPEAXF" Steam Boat, and had & most
beautiful 8ail, though aguinst the wind. The Moen pretty socn arcse
in all its splender, anc centinued lighting us on our Jeurney threugh -
the night, I went to my Hammock, or Berth, a little after my usual Bed Time,
but nctwithstanding I am such a poor Sleeper, T had a toleraddy gocd :
night, T was on deck 2 cr ¢ times, during the night, &nd cculd not help
admiring the Weter, so beautifully gilded by the reys of the M¥con. Just as |
day was breaking we entered the mcuth of the Patapso River and sailing
past Fort McHenry, which is most aedvantagecusly situated to repel an
enemy, being on the point of land between the Basin, and Ferry Branch,

We arrived here after the brighter luminary had been shedding its rays on us.
for Sometime. I got cne of the boatmen te take me and my Baggage across

the Hushes Wharf. And he kmaduwmxirmwhi® knew where my uncle lived, so

we had no trouble finding his house (which by the way, is nearer 2 squares
than half a square from the water0. My uncle was standing by the door

and said he knew me at cnce though he had never Seen me Before,

Cur friends are all in gcod health, except Acunt Salley, whose breast is
far from being wells I had a razblé in the merning with Ann through the
tewn with my letters, and could nct tell how any perscen cculd admire

}ab Town more than Philadelphis, The houses are generally much snaller
th:n ours, and very irregularly built. You seldon see more than 2 ¢er 3
hcuses together the same height, except =ome new rows. In Fuct I sece
nething Flegant. In the afterncon, however, in ancther walk, I scen feound
cut that T had not seen the handsomest part of the tmwmx city. Wwe

walked by the City 8pring, which 12 in a very handsome and beautiful fouse
built of Marble, with a Handscue yard around it. It i{s a Publie fpring
and appears to be a much frequented pPlace, Visitors, or any perscn
wishing to get water, which is very good, descend by marble steps cn the
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left, and ascend cn the Right 8ide. Further on, they are building

ean Flegant Monument to those killed in the defense cf Baltinmcre, ad
cn which all names are to be inscrived. In Howard ¥Woods, at the upser
~end of the elty, they are building a Superb Monument te the Xemory of
Him who was "first in war, First in Peace and First in the Hearts cf
his Countrymen2, It is to be of marble 180 feet high,

In the upner end of the town there are unany dwelling® houses, mestly
new, which would vie with any in Philadelphia. The Public Ruildings
ere very fine generally, the State iHouse is large and handscme, and the
Churches are generally handsome. §St Pauls, which 1s new building,

is a fine plece of workmenship. The Pulpit and Gellery are much lower
than these in Philadelphis Churches, 4 very large Reman Cathedral was
begun, and railsed t¢ a Considerable Helght, but for want of funds, it
1s in Postpcnement for the present.

Ann and T stopped and 779?929 the old L.ady has nct been well for so e days
past. Jchn is Just gling tc & trade, the Stcne Cutting. W. Cakley an! wife
. are well, but their Daughter is very sick. V¥m Oskley was sick yesterday,

he was sober tco, which I am told is far from being always the case. And ;
I begin to think 1t 1s almost time to Stcp, and should not wender much if |
you think so tco. : : ;

- I should be very Glad if Father would write te me Scon, and let me

kncw how Mother 1s ect ect. 1T shaull prebably spend some days in
Wilmingten. % Uncle would not receive thy present. He says he is not
 in want of 1t, At the time Ann vrote, there was little deing, but

that 1s better. (I wculd give Ann part of thy money-if T thought it weuld
meet with thy approbation, If it does let me know,

I am your dutiful and
Very affectionate Son

Samuel
Addressed to
Samuel Mason,

Eteward, 8 Pennsylvania Hospital
Philadelnhia '

Hail
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