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From "Merylend Women." Luckett. Page 234.

e,

KITTY KNIGHT.

Kitty Knight, one of larylend's greatest heroinee will forever be
remembered for her equr&so;gn safing from destruetion houses at George-
town on the Eastern Shore.

After sacgking Havre de Grace, the British railders under Cockburn
approached this little villege on the waterslde, intending to burn it
down. %

Kitty, then a beautiful woman about thirty-five years of age, tall
and graceful, with clear, courageous eyes full of goodness and natural
beauty which comes to a éountry girl from pure air and home-grown food;
was such that she could not be withstood.

Some historians say that the English intended to burn down the vwaole
of Georgetown, while other say that only two house#hn-a bluff were
threatened. Be that as it may, it was to & polnt dn the bluff back
from the river that lilse Knight followed & SPritish offiger who was to
direct the burnlng of the houses. 7 :

At the door of the brick house Kitty faced the orderly bearing the
coals and sald: "I shall not leave; 1if you burn this house you burn
me with 3t."

The ordefly hesltated.and called an officer, who himself commanded
her to leave; but Miss Kitty again declared that she would die first.
When the orderly trled to Kindle-theflre on the floor she stamped upon
it and put it out. It 1s said that there was & poor old imvalided
women in the houee who Kitty wae trylng to protect.

The officer turned his attentlion then to the next house, but Kitty
reslsted the demolition of that with equal foree, saying that it was
too near the other for it to be safe to burn 1it. Finally the two men,

not kmowing whot to do about 1%, turned to €0 away, the last act of the

orderly being to bury hieg axe in the door, where 1its mark was long




sedud

polnted out.

- The love and admiratiom felt for Kitty Knight found its expreselon
in the neming of one of the steamboate in her honor, end the boat
"Kitty Knight" wes a famiilar feature of the Patapseo for sixty- eix
years in the Bay. The Baltimore Sun of July 9, 1923, saye that the
boat.was nemed in honor of the Georgetown heroine, whose pleading with
Admiral Cockburn saved many femilies from belng homeless &nd friendless
by the fire and sword of the British.

Kitty Knlgat wee descended from Stephen Knight of Ceeil County, who
in 1711 wes navel officer for the head of phe Chesapeake Bay. At
Knight's lsland, Cecil County, the home of John Lesch Knight and Cath-
erine ﬁatihews Knight, little Kitty, born about 1775, grew up with the
free delight of & country girl, riding and fishing and boating as faney
led. HKitty XKnlght wes breve and besutiful &nd she deserves the trib-
ute of love and admiretion which we bring to her, our own fair daughter

of Marylend.




From "Maryland Women."  Luckett. Page 327.

MATILDA O'NEILL.

An outstanding heroine of Meryland's history is little Matilda
Q'Neill, who, at sixteen, saved her father's 1ife, in the War of 1812.
Tﬁe Marylaﬁd Historical Soclety's Magazine of June, 1908, relatee her
dramatic story.

When the British fired upon the little twon of Havre de Gracece, at
dawn on Mey 3, 1813, John 0'Nelll brevely remained to defend 1it,
though most of his comrades had fled. He wag taken prisoner by
Lieut. Westphal, alde to Admiral Sir George Cockburn, who was in com-
mend of maneuvers.

Metilda 1dolized her father. When told that he had been oapthrCQ_
and wee to be shot the following day, she immediately rowed out to the
flagship "Maldstone," to plead with Admiral Cockburn for his 1ife.

The coﬁmander was greatly touched by her courage and devotion. He
promised Matllde that he father should not be sirot on the morrow, and
&8 & pledge of good faith he presented her with hie gold line tortoise
ghell snuff box. This snuff box 1is stlll in possession of Matilda's
descendante. It weze reproduced on a silver platter which was pregent-
ed by Harford County, Md., to the Battleship Maryland, May 31, 1906.

Matilda's fathér was eventually saved by intervention of President
liadison, who wrote to Admiral Cockburn that if John 0'Neill's life
were taken, three Britlsh officers should be forfeited.

lMatilda O0'Neilll married Jéhn D. Wood, of Havre de Grace, Md. She
lies burlied in.Greenmount Cemetery, Baltimore, in the lot of her

daughter, Mrs. William H. Welsh.
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| From "Maryland WOméf," _Luackett. Pege 343.

MARY PICKERSGILL
llaker of "The Star Spangled Banner."

Back in the daye of thie War &i 1812, there lived in Bsltimore

i

in @ 1ittle house at 60 Albemarle Stfgetg one Mary Plckersgill, & woman
netored for her fine handiwork. ' :

Qne morning early in September,;i814, there came to her door a
handsome officer of the U. 5. Army. He was none other than Commodore
Joshua Barney. And, &although we were not present on that ocezsion to
hear the conversation which took place, yet, aceording to the time, the
- elrecumstances and the mission on which he eame, we easlily may imeégine
that his message as he delivered it wes something like this:

"Mistress Plckersgill, I have the approval of General Stricker
and the sanction of General McDonald to ask you if you will favor us
by making for us the great garrison Flag that shall float over Fort
McHenry?

"We have immedicte need for it, and I fear that you shall have
to work guiekly and very hard, perhaps. But, madame, with your skilful
fingers and your swift needle, not to mention the painstaking care which
you are wont to give whatever comes to your feir hands, I am certain
that you will be &ble to do this for us. What shall i say to the
Generals, lMadame?"

And then,'we hear the musical volce of lary Pickereglll as
she replles with & courtesy.

“Ah, Commodore, you but do me &n honer. I shall be most happy
in this ﬁndertaking. iy own mother, Rebecca Flower Young, made the :
Grend Unlon Plag under which General George Washington took comméand of
the Amﬁrican-Army in 1776. She also made many of the flage of the
Revolution under General Weshington's directionse. We come of a flag-

meking femily, Commodore. You may thell the Generals that I shall
4 n
work night and day, 1f necessary, until the flag is ginlsred.
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Then came the problem of the amount of meterial. Commodore Barney
geve the specificstions. The flag wae to be 36 feet long and 29 feet

wide. There must be fifteen stars and fifteen stripes. The material

wae to be bunting, the stripee mmnmygl_;ugrnm@mu. The stars
Wwould be white and on a field of blue.

lilstress Plckersgill figured and figured, then geve the order for the
material Two hundred .yards of bunting to go into this "No Surrender”
fleg.

Twenty-nine by thirty-six feet. listress Pickersgill's house was
small. Where could the flag be made? It must be laid flat somewhere.
Ah, the Commodore had Just the place. An empty malt house at Fayette
and Front streets.* (Correct address. lrs. Luckett's entry is wrong.)

Marg Pickersgill and her niece set to work. The fleg was made in
ftime. Colonel Armistead himed f cane with Commodore Barney to see the
mégnificent piece of handiwork. The former was so enthuslastic about
it that he declared that éhould the flag ever need mendlﬁg or repairing,
1t should be done only by the hands of liary Pickersgill.

And eo, the flag that was the work of this gentle Baltimore w;man
wae holsted to the breezes above Fort lMicHenry. And there it hung on
that memorable night when Francis Scott Key, prlsoner aboard a British
ship, saw its stare and stripee through the light of the flare of guns
end wae lnepired to write that song whlch has become our Nationsl Anthen.

"And the Star-Spangled Benner forever shall wave

O'er the Land of the Free and the Home of the Brave!"

Héreafter. whenever we open our hearts and 1ift our volces to sing
this, shall we not give a taought td the original flag'itself, and recall
with a pride in the achievementes of Bzltimore's women, that Mary Pickers-
gill's fair hands made this Star-Spangled Banher, and that/:gzed into it

the spirit of American womanhood . And that hae never failed.

*
Front and Fayette stregs is correct.




