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THE HISTORY AND CONSTRUCTION OF FORT McHENRY IN BALTIMORE HARBOR

lamton-- Point and Fort McHenry have long played am importent
role in American History. Whetstone Point is first heard of in connection
| with military operations in 1776, when Baltimore first felt the need of
mmnouhmmtmm-l.-tm'.

The British warship "Otter", accompanied by two tenders, had
been cruising in American waters for the purpose of attacking ships and
coastline cities. In March 1776 with her two tenders and a prisze she
sailed up Chesapeake Bay with the object of attacking the city of Baltimore.

The people of the eity, becoming alarmed, decided to fortify
Whetstone Point, which was selected for this purpose because of its
strategic position from a military standpoint. The point is located about
three miles from Baltimore and protrudes into the very mouth of the harbor.

The fortifieations built at this time were nothing more than
rifle pits, and a mud and log fort. Thilnrk.mdomwmﬂmm
the vieinity of the city. After the work was completed eighteen cannons
were mounted behind the breastworks and a detachment of men under Captain
N. Smith was detailed as a garrison for the fort.

To insure further safety from attack, a boom was erected be-
tween Whetstone Point and the Lazaretto, and a chain supported by 21 sunkem
ships was stretched across the neek of the harbor.

While Whetstone Point was being fortified a Maryland ship,
the "Defense®, was being built. This ship being mearly completed, it was

decided to rush the work so that an attack on the "0tter® could be made.
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Upbnhnmplouon,mndbyamormﬁowlmtwfm—-

Smallwood's battery to serve as marines, she sailed out to meet the "0tter,

The British, beconing alarmed at the strength of the Amoricens, decided
@  Suunm The "0tter" weighed anchor ani seiled down the bay. The
m«mw«.--,mumummmﬂotw.m
mwmuvmmmtuﬁmmmuﬁmu-.

This ineident ended any attempts at en attack on Baltimore
dulngth.Wuﬁuuthon.Pointunothmdoflﬂinmtﬂ,
1794, when war with Great Britain again threatems. The strained relations °
ltthhtiumuﬁ-onthomuhclnhthntheﬂmm”nﬂutb
anmntuekiuhwnmhmau&aﬂuwarmuoH'
~ eargoes and sometimes abducting sailors.

With this denger of another war the fast crowing city of
Baltimore decided to fortify Whetstone Point with a permanent structure.
mn:.:.Qu&mm,amwnw-um,mmwu
draw up plans for a fort. [His plans were accepted and a star fort with
upper and lower batteries was built. The cost of the fort and other
defenses which were constructed et that time was about half a million
dollers, which was raised and spent by the people of Baltimore.

Work on the fort wes begun in 1794 and was finished in 1798,
almumwmdmuﬂhdoamﬂlm. While the
Mmain'ms,itmmmwwcwofmhuthm
of Baltimore to the United States Covermment. In 1798, Major Tousard wes
ordered to exanine the defenses and to report on them to the Wer Department.

£
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The fort was found satisfactory without 2dditional mm, and was,
atthiltdno,modforhauﬂdhlry'honls.entaryothrmmd .
tu'nd as General Washington's secretary éuﬁ.n‘ the Revolution.

The first deed for the transfor of the property from ‘the
people to the government was made om July 20, 1795 by Alexander Furnival,
The amount of land umrMatMaﬁmnaimmmm-um
perches. William Goodman, on November 8, 1798 and August 26, 1800, eoﬂnnl
J.ud amounting to thirteen loros, and twenty=-five perches. January 4, 1804
lllliaa'mmﬂnm The total amount of land in the
mﬂnumtnammouqmm. Even though the
individual trmfm had been completed in 180{, the officill transfer from
thosuuofhrylandmmtudounullal&

CONSTRUCTION OF FORT McHENRY

mmerpqrtie-ofthoummyhth-ferthmtnwﬂ‘et
Baltimore brick with an oystor shell lime mortar as a binder. All of the -
Mmmwmmmmwuamtmmmm
- of that day.

mmtmmoomtmhdin-mrm The distance
between the polnts measured 300 fost. The sides making up the point of the
star measured 75 fest, end the length of the pirallel side was made 45 feet.
The distance between the base of the star points then became 125 fest.
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Thoouurmlofthefortmcomtmhdléfutimm
ground and was made 20 feet in depth. This wall was made by building em
outer and an imnor wall of brick and then filling the intervening space

with stone riprap, and covering the top with dirt. The brick on the face
* of the walls were laid in alternate rows of headers snd stretchers, which

were backed up by three rows of headers. This mede & brick wall somewhat
over two feet in thickness. The top of the outside brick wall was topped
with a 6-inch coping of granite. In construeting the star points sandstone
was used, This stone was ground to a knife edge. -
After the completion of the outer wall, & second one was built.
This wall was fourtfeet lowsr in almuoﬁ and wag made fifteen feot wide.
It was constructed of stone riprap backed by a stone wall, As before, tie
top was covered with dirt.
In constructing the ster points, the wall was drovped to a
four £oot lower elevation after the twenty-foot width had been built. This
was done so that & platform could be afforded for the mounting of guns, four

3-aumnin=¢1nnurro-t-1ntotmty-tmn-pom¢mutb

arpament for each star point. A flag pole was also erected in the southeast
starpoint. It is interesting to note that a flag pole is now standing on
the same spot as the original flag pole did,

The building of the entrave and passageway took place when the
wall was built. The entrance faces to the east and is situated midway betweem
two starpoints. The mouth of the passageway faces to the southeast and is
alss Jacated wideny betesen two stavpoints.




The entrance is more than just a means of entering the fort,
as it contains two dungeons, a guard house, cells for e~ndemned men, and
the offices of the Captain of the Guard. Access to the enclosure is through
. an archwoy which is nine feet wide and twelve foet high. lere may be seen
one of the finest examples of brick-laying, es the bricks are laid in the
arch so that thohuvymoduatumopuimrd.

Hidway of the arcade two doors l:lx feet wide and throe feet high
open to the dungeons, which extend underground. The dungeons were made
elghteen feot wide, nine feet high and thirty-three feet long. The ceilings
were arched, as were all of the brick ceilings, At the bottom of the lreh_thl
wall was broken by & mmber of holes one foot in diameter. These holes
Ilrousdformtﬂltiu‘gandutand.dto thogrmmﬂlml mam
doororthodnnpoammdoorironbars, but the qutndoorlmefmd
studded with iron bolts.

Inside of the enclosure a number of buildings were eonstructed.
To the right of the entrance was built the comuender's headquarters, e two-
story brick building, eighteen feet in depth and seventy-five feet in length
mtinniutroundthouglomrq. Nemt in line is the magaszine, a brick
structure which encloses & room twelve f-et by twelve feot by twenty tcﬂ.
The nlln of the building are eight feet thick all around. It is entered U'

:i'-

. a four by six foot opening, which was protected by a heavy wonden door and a
frame door with bars., After the magazine, ¢ mes the consander's living
quarters, the officers living cuarters, and the enlisted men's barrack. The

commander's living cuarters was built the same size as the headquarters building.
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These buildings were all built of brick and topped with hand finished
slate. The ground floor of the buildings was made by placing a lqyor of
brick, a ten-inch layer of sand, and a top flooring of brieck. The second
. ﬂmmud.byllyingadmﬂ:lomndlnﬂaoronm'w_hlinﬁltﬁ.m
~which were supported on six by six inch joists. Each room contained a fire-
M which was used for cooking purposes as well as heating. Iron cranes
were built in each fire place so that a kettle could be held over the fire.
;11 of the buildings were divided into separate ro-ms with the exception of
the headquarters building, in which the rooms were all eornected by hallweys
and doors. The two larger buildings had four sets of rooms, the other two
had thres sets. Bach room had two windows, both front and resr, a stairway,
and a door. Two-storey wooden porches also extended across the full length « 4
of each building.

To insure the garrison against a lack of nﬁer in time of siege
lfim-fma'footh".I.CkﬂMnllmlunkinth.ni-dl.ofth.mlm.
Next a 139-foot, pipe was driven down and a woodem pump stock was attached.
“This e-mpletes the equipment of the fort proper.

'rotholouﬂ:aadna_tofthafortnrthammhm
thrown wp and one triangular brick breastwork was built in {ront of the
entrance. M-Mmmt high enough so that a dry moat was maintained
between them and the fort proper. In the construction of the breastworks
the earth was backed up by @ brick wall, and & platform was left for the
Muﬂmﬁchmmmnuumomwinthcfm. This

platform was at a four-f-ot lower elevation than the top. In the rear of
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~each battery separate magazines were built. These were constructed of
brick and extended well below the ground level. To complete the con-
otmﬁonumnllofstommhﬂtdlmmdthopom To the
south and west of the fort two redoubts were constructed to guard the
middle branch of the Patapsco River against the landing of troops for a
surprise attack on the rear of the fort. These were named "Fort Covington®
and the "City Battery"™. In the rear of these was a2 circle battery on
higher ground. |

Further precautions were takem by fortifying the Lazaretto with
a four-gun battery, and a number of ships were sunk in the mouth of the
harbor, ‘ 4

~ After the fort's completion, it was garrisoned, but there was
B0 need for 1t until the War of 1812,

In April, 1818, Admiral Cockburm sailed wp to the mouth of the
Patapsco River and threatened the City of Baltimore, The defenses of the ,
city were again strengthened. The town council appropriated $20,000 and the
people of Baltimore gave an alditional $500,000, which was spent for armament
and the building of fortifications around the exposed section of the city.
m appropriating money, the people of Baltimore turned out with
plekaxes and shovels to help in the work. To strengthem the armament of

Fort lcHenry a party boarded the French frigete "La Poursuivante® and

iieres bor Sh-pousd e 3o the Dorte. TMAS ity Dol aeas So TeltSiere
for repeirs after her fight with the British mamdof-war "lercules® and was
then held by the Americans under the provisions of the Act of 1794. ‘




e
Admiral Cockburn, on. finding out the strength of the forti- .
fications, decided not to attack, but sailed down the bay, capturing
< Havre de Grace and Spesutia Island, after which the fleet sailed up the
mmmmaadmmmmcom. :
On August 8, 1813, the British fleet again sppeared before
Baltimore, but, as before, decided not to attack. Instead it raveged the
Bastern Suore and dnne Arundel County. In November the fleet retired to
‘Bermuda for the winter and to mske necessary repairs, but it anpeared
again in the Spring of 1814 with reinforcements.
On August 24 the British attacked and captured the city of
Washingtom, defeating the Americans seversly, and burning the eity.
After tlis success, the British decided to attack Baltimore,
nitm.th only large Americen city which had not as yet been captured.
A landing was made at North Point, as the British desired to make an attack
both by land end sea. The imoricans, being warmed of the attack, met the
nﬁntﬁomtmuuofmwmla,mmwwu
back, killing General Ross early in the emeounter, This American success
kept the British from joining their land and sea forces et Baltimore.  After
the battle they boarded their transports and joined the fleot which set
sl for Baltimore. ' :
. At daylight on the morning of September 13, the British fleet

Muudnmm-mmninmmmumﬁus,m
troops for a landing force, opened fire on Fort Ncilenry, The bombardment
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hatdfruthicuumulmo'elo&thomtmmﬂp

Before dawn on the morning of September 14 the enemy attempted
a surprise attack on the rear of the fort. As they proceeded up the main

. branch of the Patapsco, the noise of the muffled oars mrhnﬁ,by Captain

Haneock's company, A hayriek was then lighted and the defenders of "Fort
Covington" were enabled tc rake the party with a very severe crossfire. A
mumber of the boats were sunk and the British had to abandon the attack.

This decided the battle and the enemy ceased firing at seven
o'clock and sailed out into the bay. ;

It was just after the bettle that Framcis Scott Key wrote the
Star Spangled Banner which later beeame the National Anthem.

The series of events leading up to the writing of the Star
Spangled Banner began with the British occupation of Upper Marlboro, Hary-
land, While planning the attack on Washington, Admiral Cockburn had made
Mlh-dqmuatthohmorbr.minﬂppnhﬂbon monlnuou
mmmmmnr.aamwh-nuwuoupmm.mm
strewstenses, After the enemy had departed glfps of straggiers Begh %
pillage the countryside in the wicinity of Marlboro. Dr. Beanes, being a
leader in the community formed a pursuit party. This group captured and
arrested & mmber of the marauders. Admiral Cockburm, hearing of this,
mnmotmwmmmmmmtomm.m As

. lrmlt,thnﬂyﬁdummnﬁmﬂonhardomofthtﬂp.ofthlﬂu;.
Francis Seott Key, a personal friend of Dr. Beanes, obtained

permission from the President to intercede for the doctor. Key went to
Baltimore and reported to Johm S. Skinner, the government agent for flags of
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truce. Skinner accompanied Key as he sailed down the bay to interview the
British. :

Key plesded for Dr. Beanes and exvleined the cave which the
physician had taken of the wounded British at the time they occupied Upper
Marlboro. The admirel relented and promised to relesse Dr. Beanes after
the attack on Baltimore. However, he would not let enyone leave the fleet
until after the sttack wes made, Key and the doctor were, therefore,
quartered on board the frigate "Surprise® until Baltimore wes reached.

Upon the arrival of the fleet at the mouth of the Patapseo,
the "Surprise” was made the flagship. Key and Dr. Besnes were then
transferred to their own ship and put under a guard of merines. The location
of their ship was such that a clear view of the fort could be had, Key was
so agitated that he paced the deck during the entire bombardment of the fort.

i

The morning of September 14 found him still pacing the deck with his eyes
on Tort licllenry, When he sew the flag still flying over the fort, he was
inspired to write the Star Spangled Banner. The poem was begun on board
this ship and was finished while he was being rowed ashore. When Baltimore
mmmpo-mmwindpli;:houon.'m‘:ﬁa.bduw
much impressed, carried the poem to a printer and had a mumber of eopies made.
‘thummildmtwtomhmor'w'hm'
After this introduction the song quickly spread throughout the country.

 The repulsion of the British at Baltimore was an outstanding

success after a mmber of defeats. ‘huhtt.l.u-m-dotﬁou,
and 2 treaty of peace was arranged and signed at Ghent on December 24, 1814.
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nthguumngmumwmm-mnmiumuuzna-p-un_
nation and at last broke awsy from eolonial influences. ;

After the War of 1812 a garrison was kept at Fort lcHenry, but
no use was made of the fort until the Civil War. At the outbresk of the.
Gimmmmtmmlmmhmmumtmuthw
guns, provision being made for twenty-eight eight inch guns and five fifteen
inch guns.

In April, 1861 confederate sympathizers tried to gain possession
of the fort but the garrison was prepared for the attack and the mob was
turned back without bloodshed. Later in the war the dungeons were used to
confine the prisoners taken at the bettle of Gettysburg. ,

After the Civil War, when high explosives were introduced the
reservation came into use again. The War Dopartment built a brick magazine
in the southwestern part of the reservation.

hthiumnmhurdoftbofartutﬂlﬂnﬁ-tbm’
was removed. In 1914 the War Department gave Baltimore the right to use
the reservation for a publie park, but in the seme year built immigration
buildings in the northern part.

When the United States entered the World War the War Department
again took over the reservation and, in 1917, built Hospital No. 2 and
converted the immigration building into laboratories., During the War, and
until 1923,the hospital cared for wounded and disabled soldiers. The old
immigration buildings were then turned into a Veteran's Bureau.

In 1928 the reservation was made a national shrine. The hospital

buildings were torm down and the $28,500 realized as salvage money was sued to
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restore the fort. The amount was much too small to complete the

proposed work for which $250,000 was estimated. The government aprropriated
$91,000 more which was used to restore the fort proper. This money was
exhausted in March 1930 and the War Department eppropriated 36,000 to

be used for seeding and landseaping. A provision was also made to allow
$10,000 to be expended im the fort each year for five years.

The drought in the summer of 1930, aided by the fzect that
excessive underdrainage resulted from the construction of the reservation
with stone £111 and a thin top soil layer, killed the newly planted shrubs
and grass. mmlmmutdbmmatbhupimg

A resurvey was made by the War Department amnd 385,000 was
included in their Emergency Bill for the yeer of 1931,

The work of reconstructing the fort has beem done by the
War Department in conjunction with the Society of the Wer of 1812 in Maryland.
Mr, James E. Hancock, en authority on the Fort and author of 2 brief history
called "Port lcllenry®, 1s the cheirmen of the Soeiety's Committee on the

Reconstruction of Port lcilenry.

Fort Meilenry now stands restored to the condition it was in
at the time of the bomberdment. The fort has now become & nationsl shrine,
end is a symbol of the principles fér which the United States stands;

| . namely, Independence, Unity, and Democracy.




13-

© - The material for this thesis was taken from the
data collected by Mr, James E. Hancoek. MNr. Hancock has devoted much
time to the history of PFort Mcllenry, in which he has been aided by the
records of Captain Hancock of whom he is a direct descendsnt., The
records of Captain Hancock were also instrumental in proving that
Franeis Scott Key was not a prisoner on board a British ship at the time
ﬁm%mmhmr.
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Memorial to Francis Scott Key

Monument of General Armistead




Battery in' Front of Entrance

Entrance Inside
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Magazine (inside of fort)

Magazine (high explosive)
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View of Fort Proper and Batteries

Battery of 8-inch Rifles



Rear View of Fort Proper

Breastwork and Two 15-inch Smooth Bores



Veterans' Buresu

Inside of Dungeon



Cell for Condemned Men Entrance Outside



Flag Pole
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