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WiLriam F. BROENING
Mavor
July 20, 1928.

Dr, James D, lglehart
Star Spangled Banner Flag House Ass'n.,
&.1".':1!101‘0 '] Md.

My dear Dr, l‘glehart:=

Some weeks ago a Committee from the Maryland Society of
the War of 1812 called on me suggesting that some sort of ceremony
be held in connection with formally dedicating Fort McHenry as a
National Shrine.

The Committee thought it would be a splendid idea if this
could be arranged for the twelfth of September, as at that time the
Bi-ennial Congress of the National Society of the War of 1812 will
be held in this City.

I assured the Committee that I would be glad to cooperate
with them and in company with General Clinton L. Riggs, who is the
President of the Maryland Society of the War of 1812, we called on
the Secretary of War, urging upon him that some ceremony under the
auspices of the National Government be held in connection with the
dedication of Fort McHenry as a National Shrine. Complying with his
suggestion we wrote him about the matter, and I personally assured
him that the City of Baltimore would be glad to co-operate in any
ceremony that the National Government would undertake.

With this in view I have selected as a Committee the ex-
ecutive officers of the various patriotic, military and ex-service
organizations in our City and have appointed Mr, Charles H. Linville,
& member of the Maryland Society of the War of 1812, as Chairman.

I should be happy to have you accept service on this Com-
mittee and trust that your engagements may be such as to enable you
to attend the meeting when called by the Chairman.

With assurances of my great respect, believe me
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WiLLiam F. BRoENING
Mavor July 24, 1928.

Mr, Wm, Hall Harris,
Maryland Society, Sons of America Revolution,
Baltimore, iid.

Dear Sir:-

By appointment of Mayor William F.
Broening you are a member of the Committee having in

charge the ceremony of the dedication of Fort McHenry

as a national shrine by our Government on September
12th next,

As chairman of said committee I am
calling a meeting on Thursday, July 26th at 3 P. M.,
in the Boardroom of the City Hall. Your cooperation
towards making the celebration a success is earnestly
desired. Kindly arrange to attend the meeting.

Very truly yours,
A

Chas X Lennllf

Charles H, Linville,
Chairman,




Wirriam F. BROENING

Mayor July 24, 1928.

Dr, James D, Iglehart, :
Star Spangled Banner Flag House Ass'n,
Baltimore, Md,

Dear Sir:=

By appointment of Mayor William F.
Broening you are a member of the Committee having in
charge the ceremony of the dedication of Fort McHenry

as a national shrine by our Government on September
12th next.

As chairman of said committee I am
calling a meeting on Thursday, July 26th at 3 P. M.,
in the Boardroom of the City Hall. Your cooperation
towards making the celebration a success is earnestly
desired. Kindly arrange to attend the meeting.

Very truly yours,

Charles H. Linville,
Chairman.



July £5,1928
Charles E.Linvillg.ﬁsquire.Chairlan.
404 West Baltimore Street,
Baltimore.
My dear &ir:

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your let-
ter of the 24th instant to dr.Harris wvho regrets that he will be out
of the City on the 26th instant, and therefore cannot attend the
meeting which you have called.

I wrote to Mayor Broening that Mr.Harris could not
represent the Sous of the American Revelution as he is not a member
of that Seciety, but suppose his letter was intended for him as a |
member of‘the Sons of the Revolution. 1 shall be cbliged if you
will make this change on your records.

Yours truly,

| .




SECRETARY
RICHARD CONSTABLE BERNARD
802 MARYLAND TRUST BUILDING

PRESIDENT
GEN. CLINTON L. RIGGS
LATROBE APTS.

REGISTRAR
FRANCIS B. CULVER

1227 16TH ST.. N. W
WASHINGTON, D. C.

TREASURER
IRA H. HOUGHTON
211 N. CALVERT ST,

Soriety of the War of 1812

i Marpland

BALTIMORE., MD.
August 7, 1928,

Dear Compatriot:-

The dedication of Fort McHenry as a National Shrine on
September 12th, next, should appeal to every member of the Society of
the War of 1812 in Maryland. It will be a day of great interest for
Baltimore and it is hoped that every one will assist in making the
event a memorable one for this Society.

Congress has appropriated the necessary money and we
are assured that Fort McHenry — the Birthplace of the Star Spangled
Banner — will be sufficiently restored for the dedication. President
Coolidge, the Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy are ex-
pected to be present. Mayor Broening has offered every co-operation
of the City of Baltimore to make the day a success and there will be
a Military parade and elaborate fireworks.

The National Society of the War of 1812 will hold its
Bi-Annual Congress in Baltimore and be the guest of our Bociety. The
members of our Society are expected to contribute to the expenses of
the banquet which will be given that evening to our delegates and
other distinguished guests and every member of this Society who sub-
scribes $10.00 will be given a ticket to the banquet.

Our members and members of other patriotic Societies
are privileged to bring their wives and other guests, on the same
terms, and we anticipate that our great concern will be to hold the
number of applications within the seating limit. A quick response
is urged to insure your reservations for the banquet.

Please be prompt in your acknowledgment, because the
time is short, All contributions should be mailed to Ira H. Houghton,
Tressurer, 211 N. Calvert Street, stating the number of reservations
that you desire for the banquet.

Very truly yours,
JAMES E. HANCOCK

Chairman of Committee of Arrangements.



CHARLES H. LINVILLE,

T be

ForT McHENRY DeEDICATION COMMITTEE
227 CITY "HALL

JAMES E. HANCOCK,

Chairman o
THEODORE R. McKELDIN, GEN. MILTON A. RECORD
Mtlitary Chairman
Secretary
. ROBERT IRVIN,
Publicity Chairman
GEN. CLINTON L. RIGGS
Receprion Chairman
o
, August 14, 1928.
ek

lir. W, Hall Harris,
Title Building.
Baltimore, Md,

Deagr Hr, Harris:-

Pardon delay in not replying earlier to your
favor of July <3rd as I have been absent from the City.

I note in your letter that you will serve on one
of our committees as President of the Maryland Historical Sociefy
Inasmuch aswe do not know when you expect to return to the city
we are at a loss as to just upon which committee you will be
most available. If you are returning within the next week or
two we would very much like to have you act as one of the commitiee
of arrangements otherwise we will place you on the reception
committee where the work will not be taken up until just prior
to the dedication ceremonies.

Very truly yours,

Charles H. Linville, Chairman.
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FRESIDENT

Mrs., Joun LaipLaw Buer
LITCHFIELD, CONN.

VICE-PRESIDENT

Mgs. Thappeus M. Jones
1828 | STREET N. W. WASHINGTON, D. C,

RECORDING SECRETARY

Mnrs. MARGARET Scrucess CARRUTH
2718 TURTLE CREEK BLVD. DALLAS. TEXAS

CORRESFONDING SECRETARY

Miss ELLa WHiLLDIN
209 TEE STREET N. E. WASHINGTON, D. C.

ORGANIZING SECRETARY

National Soriety
@augh‘tma of Founders and Patriots of America

REGISTRAR

Mnrs. ALseat F. OLson
2838 KESWICK ROAD BALTIMORE, MD.

TREASURER

Mrs. WiLLiam M. Hannay
207 EYE STREET N. W. WASHINGTON, D, C.

HISTORIAN
Mprs. Henry B. Jov
301 LAKE SHORE RD. GROSSE PT. FARMS, MICH.
COLOR BEARER

Mrs. ALsert N. Baccs
2224 ASHMEAD PLACE WASHINGYON, D. C.

CHAPLAIN

Mrs. Roeert JonnsTon
HUMBOLDT, IOWA

Miss KatHErRiINE M. GreEn
2EO1 R STREET LINCOLN. MEBRASKA

Baltimore,Maryland,

September 19 1928

General Clinton L.Riggs,President,
Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland,
Latrobe Apartments,

Charles and Read Strs.,

Baltimore,Md,

My dear General Riggs:

September twelfth wes indsed a red letter day for
these fortunate in attending the brilliant dedication excercises of

Ft.McHenry,

The Nation is greatly indebted to you and the members
of the Maryland Society of the Sons of 1812,Hon.J.Charles Linthicum, Hon,
William FyBroening and your most efficient chairman, Mr.Charles H,Linville
for the indefatigeble effort put forth in securing the sppropriation
and support of the Government to make this a National Park. T am grateful
this park is to become a patriotic shrine and will not be lost in oblivion 5
of passing years.,

As T watched 01d Glory waving over _the Fort I felt
as if the spirit of Prancis Scott Key was hovering over us,:

[
I congratulate you upon your great achievement snd i
thank you for the privilege of being invited to represent our wonderful I

organizatlon
Sincerely yours,

Regisgtrar,
Society nauguuers of Founders and Patriots

of America,

National
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WAR. DEPARTMENT
IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ADDRESS DELIVERED BY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR, HONORAPLE F. TRUBER
DAVTSON, ON THE OCCASION OF TH® DEDICATION OF FORT McHENRY, MARYLAND, AS A
NATIONAT, MEMORIAL, SEPTEMBLER 12, 1948.

We have gathered on this momentous occasion to dedicate Fort McHenry
as a national park. On this historic site there will be restored the Fourt
McHenry of 114 years ago at the peak of whose tall flagstafl flew ths ‘Star
Spangled Banner 'mid a rain of shot and shell in a sky red with the glare of
rockets. This national park is destined to become & shrine of national patriotism

There have been more momentous battles in the netion's history waged
around our sea coast fortifications. Creater guns have hammered upon mightier
defenders than those of old Fort lcHenry. Larger American Armies have clashed on
the field of battle than the total forces engaged in the War of 1812, But,
instead of being lost in the oblivion of pessing years, the move for the resto
tion of this fortification has continued to gain impulse. Today the efforts of
those organizations end those citizens who have striven for the restoration of
walls of old Fort McHenry are justly rewarded.

Fort McHenry was heroic in itself. Its grim walls, upon which crashed
the shells of naval guns, glared back a national defiance. Its guns repelled an
invader and in repelling prevented another national catastrophe such as that
which had occurred at Washington aftor the fiasco of Bladonsburg. Its defenders,
comparatively few as they may have been in numbers, were so much the more heroic
in decd and action.

But of aven greater import to ensuing generations of Americans down to
our own day than old Fort McHenry itself, is the fact that from its flagstaff fleu
the flag which was the inspiration of Francis Scott Key when he wrote the Star
Spangled Banner.

Born in Frederick County in this state, & graduate of St. Johns College
at Annapolis, and for a time a practicing lewyer in Frederick, Francis Scott Kev
later made his houwe in the city of Washington not far from the memorial bridge
pamed in his honor. Son of a soldier of the American Revolution, he was inti-
mately known and deeply respected by the highest officials of our Government. He
played an active part in the arrangements for the futile defense of the capitel
city against the attacks of the enemy raiding forces. He was present at Bladens-
bucg. Sent later to the enemy fleet under & flag of truce, he was detained on a
British men-of-war by officers who did not wish to have divulged their projected
activities against Baltimore.

He hezrd tho opening gun ageinst Fort licHenry. He seaw the crash of ;
bombs over its walls. Throughout a long night, the fitful light of the rocket F
tcd him thet the flag still flew; that Fort lcHenry still constituted the defenr
of the city of Baltimore. And the dawn's early light disclosed a banner, rent
and torn, but still flying - heroic symbol of the fact that his liberty-loving
courtrymen, banded tegsther under the constitution to provide for the common
defunse, hed repelled tho invader.

Tn verse he parvetuated the thoughts, the fears, and the anxieties of
a long night of war and of the glorious dawn of day when the invading fleet saw
fit 10 withdraw leeving Baltimore in peace.

The Star Spangled Danner is our national anthem, not by congrecsional
action, but by public recognition. It has been ¢riticized from time to time fo:
veried reasons. But to those half million who ten years ago today were crashing
trro:gh the once impregnahle St. Mihiel salient thore can be but one and thers
w-11 remain but one netional anthem. Thay too sew e sky red with rocketis and
ghetlis bursting in air. Vihen their victorious efforte firally were rewaygod by L
a rolurn %0 the back arees and they assemblod at the evening parade, the pleyiny
of Lthe Star Spengled Barrer signelized their security and broudit Lomc a reciics
tion of thna sigaificance of their efforts and sacrifices. The answer ia that
Arerican peopls have, over a long period of years, taken the gtar Spangled be~
f,r their own. It now constitutes a heritege in the netional heart which can
never be taken away from us. It stands securc on the foundation of sacrifices,

END
WAR DEPARTMENT - IMMEDIATE - 9/12/28.
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Katherine Lewis,
Publicity Representative,
Women's Patriotic Conference on National Defense.

ADDRESS of Mrs. Reuben Ross Holloway of Baltimore,
Meryland, Chairmen Correct Use of the Flag and Star
Spangled Banner, N. S. U. S. D. 1812, on the Star
Spangled Banner, before the Women's Patriotic Con-
ference on National Defense, Thursday afternoon,
February 10, 1927, in Memorial Continental Hall,
Washington, D. C.

- - - - - - - - -

Every custom and law held sacred by the American people is being attacked
in some form by un-American Americans. Including, of course, our national anthem,
"The Ster Spangled Bamner", that immortal poem written by Francis Scott Key.

I shall not make an effort, Madam President, to present my own thoughts
and words, but shall quote from the remarkable and masterly address which ling-
ers in the hearts of those who were privileged to hear it, made by our late Presi-
dent, Warren G. Harding, at the dedication of the Francis Scott Key Memorial at

Fort McHenry, Baltimore, Maryland, June 14, 1922,

"Francis Scott Key, though he produced some splendid lines, which are less
femiliar than they deserve, was not a great poet. He was less, but he was also
more, than a great poet. He was possessor of a patriotism which in a supreme mome-
ent could make words and meters its creatures and servitors; and so modest a genius
was raised in the flaming hour to & place among the immortals. That the song be=-
came instantly popular, and that when set to music it was immediately adopted as
the anthem of militant Americanism, testifies that already more than a century ago
the conviction of a great nationalism and = great destiny had taken hold upon the
American people. To give ringing voice to such conviction, to such an aspiration,
was one of the greatest services which any man could do for the young Republice
That was the service of Francis Scott Key. It was not the production of soul-
stirring lines with martial appeal; it was in the contribution of his great hymn
toward creating that semse of national pride and that realization of responsibili-
ty for a great adventure in behalf of humanity which became at last the inspiration
of union preserved and of nationalism establishedeeeseeses.s”

“The World War produced a really remarkable group of songs of inspiration
and patriotisms It seems only yesterday that we were singing them. There were
many end they served well; but none has, even for a moment, threatened the throne
whicé "The Star Spangled Banner" occupies as the royal anthem of American patriot-
ism,'

March 1918 a special Board Meeting was called by the Maryland State Presi-
demt of the National Society U, S. Daughters of 1812, to discuss the advisibility
of asking protection for our National Anthem, the "Star Spangled Bammer"; with un-
animous consent the Secretary was instructed to write to the Hon. J. Charles Lin-
thicum, asking him to introduce such a Bill, April 1918, Mr. Linthicum introduced
the Bill, 11,365, We had hoped it would be immediately passed at this session of
Cohgress. Owing to after-war conditions it was not passed. A letter was at once
written Mr. Linthicum requesting him to re-introduce the Bill which he did April
21, 1921, Bill 4391, Attacks were again and again made upon the Anthem, Mrs.
Augusta Stetson spent thousands of dollars attacking the Anthem. July 1, 1923,

!



articles appeared in the New York Tribune, the New York World and the Boston Post,
and July 3, 1922, in the New York Globe and the Baltimore American (the home of the
Star Spengled Banner), July 5, 1922, in the New York Daily News, the New York Evene
ing Mail and the Chicago Tribune. One June 14, 1922, President Hatding had dedi-
cated the Francis Scott Key Memorial at Fort MoHenry. A letter was received from
Buffalo, N. Y., written upon stationery of the Association of the Collegiate Alum-
nae Committee of Educational Legislation of New York. The writer stated that her
message was from individual members of the collegiate alumnae and not from the nat=
ional orgenization, and it was to call attention to what she regarded as flaws Lit=
erary and Musicals A made~to-order anthem was suggested.

4#NTHEMS ARE INSPIRED -- NOT MADE TO ORDER!!!!

The third Bill, 6429, introduced January 30, 1923, and in March 1924, we
were called to a hearing before the Judiciary Committee in Washington, where many
enthusiastic Americans, representing thousands of loyal Americans were gathered.
Letters had been received and telegrams innumerable from all over the States, come
manding the passage of the Bill, This Bill died, with the closing of the 68th
Congress. During this session, Mr. MoFadden and Mr, Swope of Pennsylvania, had ine
troduced Bills, Ir. Fairchild of New York and Mr.Cellar of New York, for the
American Legion - all Bills were considered at the hearing before the Judiciary.

December 7, 1925, Mrs Linthicum introduced, for the fourth time in the
69th Congress, HR Bill 195, other Bills also having been reintroduced. I find no
other record of Bills introduced excpet one by a former President many years pre=
vious -- I mean & President of the National Society Sons of the War of 1812, which
died shortly after presentation.

Of course, you are aware of the ever-scurrilous attacks upon our Anthem.
Conductor Harry Bernhart of the Summer Community somgs, Central Park, refused
flatly to submit to the Park Department of New York orders to open with our anthem.
As a result of his refusal, Park Commissioner Gallatin cancelled the concert sche=
dule for August 23, 1923, and said: "If the anthem is good enough for our soldiers,
it is good enough for Central Park Singers."

Mrs. Scarborough of the Port Society of New York decided she would not
have the Anthem sung at a called meeting but others decided the question for her.
A group of Wilmington women tried to silence the National Anthem, November 11, 1923,
and as & result the bands dropped out of line.

And now we are invited to join the Hymn Society of America, of which Carl
Fowler Price is President, and a committee composed of James Pratt of New York,
Bishop Barnes of #fingham, Mass., and Dr. Reginald McAll of Massachusetts, of the
Nationel Association of Organists, to support a bill to be drawn up and presented
to Congress to ask that "America the Beautiful", written by Catherine Lee Bates,
of Wellesley College, Massachusetts, be made the national anthem and this, a fair-
ly good Harvest Home Song, %o supplant "The Star Spangled Banner." T

A mew idea is being thrust upon our younger people. I quote from the book
before me "Song and Worship Book for Young People's Conferences" p.4, see The New :
Patriotism, nine supposedly patriotic songs. I quote from Mr. Sidney Hyseng in the STRON G
paper entitled "Unity", Sept. 6, 1926, which tells of the propeganda being put for= t
ward by summer camps promoted by the Y. M, C., A, and the Y. W. C. A. and the churh-
es == he tells of how one gpeaker at an Epworth League Institution referring to the
Ponsby Plan for Peace was greeted with cheers and calls attention to a song worship
book edited by Sidney A, Weston, of the Congregational Publishing Society, 14 Beacon



Street, Boston, Mass., who is trying to bring our young people to the newer type of
patriotism. "Mr. Strong, to recommend this newer type of patriotism, states that
the editor has left out the Star Spangled Banner'"and calls attention to the fact,
as he puts it, "America" is omitted, and in its place'a fine hymn by Mr. William G.
Ballantyne, end after quoting two stanzas of the hymn, he writes: "These words will
be sung by increasing thousands of America's young people, to the tune of the Rus=-
sian h Ay EacH PAY

"The Star Spangled Benner" National Peace Chimes at the sunset hour,
throughout the hills and dales of our sacred Valley Forge, Wwill ring with the in-
spiring music of our real National Anthem, "The Star Spangled Banner."

1889 the Navy Department prescribed that the Star Spangled Banner should
be played at both morning end evening Colors. The anthem for the service must be the
anthem for the people. I ask the combined support of the representatives of all
3oeivties here to suppart the petition to be presented to Congress. Attacks on our
National Anthem "The Star Spengled Bamner" are insults to the Flag that inspired it,

"An American ¢itizenmship of the high and simple faith of Francis Scott
Key, afleme for defense, and no less deveted in meeting the problems of peace will
edd to the lustre of the banner he so proudly acclaimed. Every glittering star is
fixed, every worth-while procession is the more impressive for its bearing, every
pession for country is refined by its unfolding. On ships of mercy or vessels of
war, in the armed camp or at the memorials of peace, in rejoicing procession or
flying from the staff over the simple temples of the schooling youth of America -=
everywhere it pleases the eye, and reassures the heart and stirs the soul, until
we sing in all confidence with the post-patriot -- "

"The Star Spangled Bammer in triumh shall wave
O'er the land of the froe and the home of the brave,"



ADDENDUM

December 5, 1927, a Bill, HR #306, "to protect the Star Spangled Banner of
the United States of America, for all times", was introduced for the 5th time,
by the Hon.J. Charles Linthicum.

Why did the Government erect and dedicate a monument at Fort McHenry, June 14,
19227 To mark the spot from whence flew The Flag inspiring Francis Scott Key
to write our National Anthem, "The Star Spangled Banner".

Why has the Government made Fort lcHenry & National Shrine and with ceremony,
co-operating with the State and City, will formally dedicate it Sept. 12, 19287

Because on this sacred spot all true Americans will visit, bow their heads and
pay tribute to the courageous men who kept our Flag flying through the din and
stress of Battle, which inspired Francis Scott Key to write the "Star Spangled
Banner", our National Anthem, And from Fort McHenry an answer was sent back
to Lexington, Mass. Maryland had spoken the last words of the Revolutionary
Wars end by her deeds and action had established the freedom of the Seas, and
. our Complete Independence.
" &
Again the attacks appear. Now a ifrs. Florence Brooks~Aten, of New York, rather
imagine of the same family as Mrs. Augustus Stitson, "lirs. Scarborough of the
Port Society Hymn Society “and others or 0ssibly members of the ever-alert
Pacifist Societies who cry: "Peace, PeathFEE'ﬁge same time claiming protec-
tion of the American Flag, which they insult each time they attack The Star
Spangled Banner, for our Flag inspired the Author.

Thraughout all the world our Star Spangled Banner is recognized and played at
ell Diplomatic Ceremonies of Nations, and in death, I quote, as the body of
Capt. Emilio Carranza, the courageous Mexican aviator of Good Will was being
placed in the (‘arz Home Officials and his Countrymen, our National
Anthem, The Star Spangled Banner was softly played and appreciatively recog-

i

nized by the great crowd: ' Our Anthem was followed by the Mexican Anthem.

How can an American ever consider a change?

The first verse is a question: asking if our Flag is still there. This is the
verse we sing as the Anthem of the U, S« Ae, not one note is repated. I quote
"The Star Spangled Banner should be played throughout, without repotition of

any part not required to be repeated to make it complete.” Flag Circular,
War Department, Feb, 15, 1923,

The Star Spangled Banner shall wave,
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

July 25, 1928,



. . that our flag was still there.”

A SOUVENIR OF THE DEDICATION
OF FORT McHENRY AS A NATIONAL SHRINE

Birthplace of the Star-Spangled Banner

SOCIETY OF THE WAR OF 1812 IN MARYLAND
September 12, 1928



THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER
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1814

September 12

Peace and calm in the town today

Where each of us quietly goes his way.

But there was a time when the town was
stirred,

When thunder of distant guns was heard

And here and there in excited groups

Citizens told of advancing troops.

* Kk K

Peace and calm in the town today,
Unperturbed we work and we play.

But there was a time when the crash and roar
Of British guns spoke of bloody war,

When hopes ebbed low through a horrid

night
And women prayed for the dawn’s gray light.
* * *

Peace and calm in the town today

With banners flung in a proud display.

But there was a time when the call rang out
For men to rally and put to rout

Invading hosts on pillage bent,

And rally they did and forth they went,
And love of country and freedom glowed
That day, long ago, on the North Point road.

— Clark S. Hobbs




THE SOCIETY OF THE WAR OF 1812
IN THE STATE OF MARYLAND

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

J. CusTis HANDY, SECRETARY
10 SOUTH STREET, BALTIMORE, MD.

Dear Sir and -Compatriot :—

The committees in charge of the arrangements for the entertainment of the National Congress of the
General Society of the War of 1812, have submitted their reports to a general meeting of the Society, and
the Secretary was instructed to advise the members as follows:

(1) The Registration Committee will meet on Friday, September 11th, at four o.clock, P. M., in the
parlor of the Belvedere, and be in session till seven o'clock to receive visiting delegates and guests, furnish
credentials, issue invitations, &c. This committee will consist of the following : J. Custis Handy, Thomas Hildt,
Howard H. M. Lee, Edward Ferguson Arthurs, John H Miller.

(2) The Society is invited to attend a reception given by the United States Daughters of 1812 to the
Congress, visiting guests and members of this Society, which will be given in the Banquet room of the Belvedere
on Friday at eight o'clock P M. Each member of the Society is expected to be present in full evening dress,
and be a member of the reception committee. Each subscribsr to the Banquet and expense fund is privileged
to invite a lady to this reception. There will be no formal invitations extended.

(3) At or about eleven o'clock of Friday the eleventh, the visiting delegates and alternates will be the
guests of the Star Spangled Banner Committee at the Military Ball at the Fifth Regiment Armory. Our members
are not invited to this Ball, but each may secure a ticket at two dollars and fifty cents per person at Albaugh’s, It

is important that as many of our members as possible subscribe to this Ball, so we may form a proper escort to
our delegates and alternates.

(4) At 9.30 o'clock A. M., on Saturday the 12th, the Congress will convene at ths Belvedere, and be in
session until 11.30 A. M. At 11.30 the Congress will adjourn to go to Fort McHenry, where it is expected the
exercises of unveiling the Armistead Monument will be concluded by two o’clock, when the Congress will return to
the Belvedere, where a luncheon will be served. Immediately after luncheon the Congress will reconvene,
remaining in session until the business of the Congress is concluded.

The visiting delegates will be invited to the Reception given by his Honor, Mayor Preston at his residence,
Charles and Read Streets, from four to six o'clock on this same afternoon.

(5) At seven o'clock the Banquet will be held in the Belvedere, the men being banqueted in the Ball room
and the ladies in the Banquet room. Each subscriber is expected to appear in full evening dress.

It was decided that admissicn to the banquet should be by non-transferable cards, that these cards of
admission would be sent only to such of our members who had subscribed and paid their subscriptions.

Subscriptions from members who have not subscribed will be received up to September 9th, and each
member who has not subscribed is urged to do so before that date. The tickets are ten dollars per person.
Subscribers who desire additional tickets, please notify the Secretary at once. £

At the Banquet, acceptances so far indicate that we will have a most representative gathering with speakers
of National reputation.

Each member is expected to attend the Congress whether he has been appointed a delegate or not.

You are urgentiy requested to attend each of these functions, at the hours fixed. The program is so
varied that absolute promptness is necessary.

Each member is urged to secure, if possible, the service of an automobile for Saturday morning and

Friday evening.
Very sincerely yours,

J. CUSTIS HANDY,
Secretary.




The Committee on Fort McHenry is pleased to congratulate the
Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland upon the successful attaimment

of its greatest decire.

The recent session of Congreses appropriated the money that was
necegsary to restore the premises and Fort McHenry was dedicated as a

National Shrine on September 12th, 1928,

This happy culmination of a project that was started in thise
Society over forty years ago.contains so much that is of historic

plbdmore, that it might be

interest to
gdvisable to tell the story by starting at the beginning.

Previous to the Revolutionery War, Baltimore wae an inconspieuous
town that wagT::éinning to take on & commercial aspect., The rich soil
of the countr; provided good grain for its mills, and Maryland flour and
Marylend tobacco were developing an increasing trade from thies port with
the Weet Indies and with Zurope. The war interrupting this growing

foreign trade, many of our people turned privateers, and the town soon

. grew rich with the spoils of British commerce.

In March, 1776, the people of Baltimore were alarmed by the news
that the Britieh warship "Otter" accompanied by two tenderes and several
prizes,wag in the Chesapeake Bay. Rar thworke were thrown up and 18
cannon were mounted at Whetetone Point. This fortification which was
the beginning of Fort McHenry, wae put under the command of CaF%wN. Smith.
A large force of men were employed to erect a boom between Whetstone
Point and the Iazaretto and & chadnh was afzetched across the neck of
the harbor supported by 21 sunken schoonere to prevent the expected attack
by the British. Meanwhile, the Maryland ship "Defence" was lying in the
harbor nearly completed, and when volunteers from Smallwood's Battalion

offered to serve on board of her as marines, her commander, Capt. James
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Nicholson rushed the work and esiled out te ettagk the British, who fled
end left their prizes behind.

The population of Baltimore had doubled during the Revolutionery War
because of the activity of the port, and in the decade that followed,
it wae doubled again. 1In 1794, it looked as if we would beseme drawn in-
to another war, because of the conflict between France and Great Britain
and it was decided to enlarge the defenses at Whetetone Point. iiajor
Je Jeo Ulrich Rivardi, a french artillery engineer who had come to thisg
country during the Revhlution, was employed to make the plans, which in-
cluded the present star bastion fort, with upper and lower batteries, =nd
it waes also deemed advisable to place this improved fortification under
the control of the Federal Government. In 1798; Major Tousard was
ordered to examine the defenses and report upon them to the war depagtment,
and thie fortification was named for James McHenry of Baltimore, whoﬁi&e

appoinfed the Secretary of War in 1798, and who had previously served as

Secretary to General Washington during the Revolution.

By. the year 1800, the population of Baltimore had again doubled over
what it wae in 1794, and by 1810, it had doubled over what it was in 1800.
We had become the third @ity of commercisl importance in the Union, end ﬁhen
the War of1812 was declared, and the Chesapeske was blockaded by the
British, our shipping wae interwupted and we again turned td pivateering
ags we had done during the Revolution. Thie marked us with Britain's MDM
diefavor, and after Washington had been scked and burned, they turned
their attack on Baltimore. The British land forcee were stopped at
North Point and their fleet was repulsed by Fort McHenry which(g}th—stooé)
a terrific bombardment fora day and a night, during which Francis Scott

Key wae inspired to write what has become by acelamation our National

Air - The Star Spangled Bammer.
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The firet deed of tryansfer of praperty fer this fertiiicétion was
from Alexander Furnival, who on July 20th, 1795, conveyed to the United
States Govermment, seven acres and fifty-eight perches. This wes followed
by two deeds from William Goodmean, for a similar purpose, dated November
6th, 1798 and August 26th, 1800, conveying thirteen acres three rods and
twenty-five perches, and another from William ©'Donnelly dated January 4,
1804, convegy ing five scres. Thfe for ,contained twenty-six and one-

quarter acres at the time of the War of 1812.

Jurisfiction over thie reservation was ceded to the United States
Government by the act of the Maryland Legislature, January 30th, 1816.
Between September 10th, 1836 and November 16th, 1838, six other deeds were
recorded, conveying an additional twenty-six=and one-half acres, making
fifty-two and three-quarters acres in the enlarged reservation; andjuris-

dietion over this was assumed by the Government under & similar set of the

Maryland Legielature passed March 28th
hodey M

On September 15th, 181% the Defenders Society of Baltimore was formed
to perpetuate the heroic deeds and to memorialize the men who had been
engaged in the three day fight around Baltimore. The Society of: the War
of 1812 in Maryland, compoged of the descendants of these men is the

t euecessor of that objeect and when General Peter Neary, who was a
captain of artillery at Fort McHenry and afterwards the President of this
Society, reported in 1893 that the Government was planning to abandon
Fort McHenry because it had outlived its usefulness as a fortification,

‘aar Society began to take steps for the preservation of this historiec

lendmark which had been created when the nation began, and had played such

en interesting part throughout enr M¥s, ' “4
Under the leadership of General Leary, pur Society was able to prevent
vt e el b

the &ssestion of the For

the Spanish-American War, all-plans of-
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the War Department to give Fort MeHenry to the Depaytment of the Interior
ag & cattle quarantine station. Again we: were fortunate in heving a
member and & past president of our Society, Edwin Warfield, Governor of
the State of Maryland and General Clinton I. Riggs, the present president
of our Society, ae Adjutant General}\ of Maryland, and at the last moment
General kigge wae successful in preventing the proposed transfer by taking

over the premises a® a drill ground for the Maryland Nationsl Guard at a

nominal rental, , 6{45r2t¢b

in 1911, expavEmentewssxkmgmn General Clinton L. Kiggs was mede Chairman
of a Commisgsion of forty, by General Crowthers "to per suade the government
to convert this fort into a national park" and bille were introduced in
Congreses by Senator Raynor and by Represenator Linthicum for the preserva-
tion of Fort McHenry and the grounds connected therewith =g & government
reservation, under the control of the Secretary of War. Thege bills nid
not pase and &n August 13th, 1913, Represenator Iinthicum introduced
another bill "to place the supervision and control of Fort McHenry and

the grounde connected therewith under the City of Béltimore". Thie b3l
was defeated, but a new bill was introduced by Mr. Iinthiocum in 1914

and wae pasesed “granting permission to the Mayor and the City Council

of Baltimore to occupy the reservation ass a city park.”




The preservation of Fort MeHenry as a national shrine amé-g
monument to the Amerieean-flag is an socomplishment that marks the
perseverance of a group of Baltimoreans who have been faithfpl to
traditions of their eity and who have wished to see them prope;g;
placed in the history of the American people.,f2 & rrlnA T (;f'cféc:"

When the news of the Battle of Lexington was received in Maryland,
the provincial council expressed its support of the revolutionary cause
by enacting laws to raise troops ami prepare fortifications for defense.
A battery of.artillarw was raised in Baltimore and in the spring of
1776, when the British were operating in the Chesapeake, 250 megroes
were employed to cut logs and timber for & boom that was stretched
between Whetstone Point and the lLazaretto to keep their ships out of
our harbor. Harthworks were thrown up and 18 guns were mounted at
Whetstone Point to defend the town and this fortification, which was
the beginning of Fort lMcHenry, was commanded by Captain N. Smith, The
Maryland ship "Defense" was rapidly completed and manned and placed
under the command of Captain James Nicholson, who went sut and drove
the British from the bay and recaptured their prizesy and in June
following, Captain Nicholson was commissioned by the newly created
government to rank as the first officer in the United States Navy.

During our-celenial peried the-American provinees—had develeped
considerable—trade with the West Indies, and bBeltimore was grewing
rapiily—as—afshipping=peia%—%ﬁ#%hehisiands. When the Revolutionary

-_'__,__-————————-——--—-J__

War was overy houaver,(\hq_pnlted StatesL?ound that, although tﬁi&

had gained their political independence from Great Britaln,_the&i'5zg‘
commercial rights were limited by the terms of the ireaty of Paris to
the thinly settled territory south of the St. Lawrence, east of the
Mississippi and north of Florida, Suddenly the French Revolution
broke out and when the demands came for our excess wheat, corn, flour

and timber from our old trade in the West Indies, we found that Great



The preservation of Fort MeHenry as a monument to the American flag
is an accomplishment that marks the perservance of a group of Baltimoreans
who have been faithful to the traditions of their eity and who Mave wished
to see them properly placed in the history of the American people.

When the news of the Battle of Lexington was received in Maryland,
the provineial council expressed its support of the revolutionary cause
by enacting laws to raise troops and prepare fortifications for defense.

A battery of artillery was raised in Baltimore and in lMareh 1776, when our
citizens heard that the British were in the Chesapeake, they employed 250
negroes to cut timber and logs for a boom that was placed between

Whe tstone Point and the Lazaretto and earthworks were thrown up and a
battery of 18 guns were mounted at Whetstone Point to defend the towm.
this battery which was the beginning of Fort lieHenry was commanded by
Gaptaln Ne omith and the Maryland Shlp “Defsnse" was rap:uily completed and

e ' et it

pin:e-ed urder the command of Captain Jamet Nicholson and sent out) to meet

the enemy. Adigr &‘iving the, ,British from the bay and recapturing their
prizes, Captain Nicholson waj,\oommissioned by the newly created government

to rank as the first of ficer of the United States Navy..

g Du:ring the-later-pari-ef our colonia riod ,considerable trade :

A oean———— =
KQ& developeﬂ. m@e American provim es )Jad the West Inmdies, aingt - i
'LM. i

—

—

Baltimore was %i?1}?} as a shipping pointy the the
Revolutionary War was over,l\the United States foumd that, whr]:s they had
gained their political independence from Great Bﬁmi_ry- their commereial
rights were limited by the terms of the Ireaty of Paris to the thinly
settled territory south of the St. Iawrence, east of the Mississippi and
north of Florida. U}reat Britain still asserted her navigation acts, which
were the primary cause of the nevolution, and would not permit the Americans |
to trade with their customary outlets in the West Inlies, and as the demand
for foodstuffs and other merchandise that had been stimulated by the needs oié
the army during the war fell off, the excess wheat, corn, flour, timber or |

other items, Whé.ch had previously been a profitable export to the islands,

o
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could not be absorbed by the colonies. We WW-% realize that we
had not gained that liberty which the Revolution Promised, and Washington
truthfully expressed this hopeless condition by saying: "We are fast

verging to anarechy and econfusion”, Jay was sent abroad to make a treaty

with England, but the terms of the submitted treaty made no concessions

to the United States, ancl w%the feeling of resentment

ll

became acutewn% rreaident Washington recommended offensive and
defensive plans for another war against Great Britain.

The people of Baltimore decided to enlarge the defenses at Whetstone
Point,at their own éxpense, and employed Major J. J. Ulrich Rivardi, a .
French artillery eangineerx who had come to this country during the
Revolution, to plan the present star bastion fortx with upper and lower
batteries. When completed this enlarged fortification was named for
James lieHenry, a Baltimorean who had served on Washington's personal staff
during the Revolution and was Secretary of War 1796-1866, and Major
Tousard was ordered to examine and report upon these defenses to the War
Department i#N™S@8 so that Fort M_oHenry might be placed under the cecontrol
of the national government. Al’;hough federal Jurisdietion was not assu;?}
until the lMaryland Legislature ceded this reservation of twenty six a.nd
one half aeres to the United States Government, January 30th, 1816,{Fort/

McHenry was garrisoned by regular troops in 1799 apd—tho area of—the

e ———

mem.t:.nn wasg later increased to fifty two and three quarter acres by
similar Act of the Maryland Leg_isla.tm'e dated lay 28th, 1834,

c,‘,)-w-‘béi‘euﬁ— .M)
( Finding themselves restrieted in dewedeping thfl liberty whieh they
had hoped to gain by breaking away from Great Britain, the American people

e ———

were trying to adapt themselves to these commewrei®sl limitations when
suddenly the French Revolution broke out in Europe.) This was followed by
the persistant warfare that the successive European coalitions waged

against Napoleon in their efforts to maintain their o0ld monarchial systems, -
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and thg demand for foodstuffs and other materials abroad relieved our
commereial depression. In the early years of the nineteenth ecentury eur
shipyards were busy turning out ships which were loaded with the needed
P
suppliss that were ordered by the contend owers in Euraope, and land
v ing powers in pe, dng

Mbﬁbu-ﬁ
saw that if this condition oontinuedn}t would make the United States her

greatest commercial rival whan.ilg War-weswever. Determined to prevent
this she adopted more drastic methods of trade oppression by insisting
upon her right to seareh American vessels for contraband. For several
centuries Great Britain had dominated the commerce of the world and the
sudden prosperity and growth of American shipping was disappointing to
those British interests that had hoped to force the United States into
the war as their ally. The British navy day-off our coast in their
efforts to rigidly enforce her mavigation acts and our commerce was so
restricted by British Orders of Coun€il and PFPrench Impe rial Decrees that
Wwe were practically forbidden by either nation to trade with the other
and her allies.

France had ceded Louisiana to Spain during the French and Indian Wars
to keep it from falling into the hands of England, and in 1800, Napoleon
persuaded the King of Spain to secretly give it back to France and orier
New Orleans closed to foreign navigation. This not only closed the
outlet of a large section of the territory of the United States and
abrogated our treaty of 1795, but it so disturbed the section west of the
Alleghanies that talk of secession from the Union became widespread, and
everyone realized that if England should take New Orleans from Prance
during the war that was going on, the United States would be surrounded
by an intolerabls baﬁd of British trade regulations, which would prevent
our natural expansion in the west., Jefferson's racific poliecies proved
worthless and in his efforts to avoid a war with France, he sent a
commission to negotiate the Louisiana gquestion with Napoleon, who was

proparing a expedition to take possession of Louisiana at the time.
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Napoleon, however, was soon convinced that if French troops were landed
on American soil it would cause the United States to side with Great
Britain, and he concluded to sell Louisiana and said when the sSale was
ratified: "This accession of territory by the United States establishes
forever the power of the United States and gives to England a maritime
rival destined to humble her pride”,

Great Britian promoted sectional discord between the States by
courting the trade of New &ngland for herself while she blockaded the
more southerly coast and seized its shipping in her efforts to prevent
their commerce with France and the West Indies. Continuing the practice
that she had established during our Revolution, her officers boarded our
vessels and impressed American seamen into the British navy or put them
in prison if they refused to serve, until the American people became
incensed over her unjust measures. ihis activity was, at first, confined
against merchant ships, but on November 17th, 1797, they boarded the
United States sloop-of-war "Baltimore"”, and took off fifty five men for
examing tion and impressed five of them inte the British service.
Although the British government apologized for this particular act, the
arrogance of her navy after Nelson's vietory at Trafalgar, became so
unrestrained that they in 1807 made an umwarranted ard cowardly attack
upon the United States' frigate "Chesapeake" in American waters off the
capes of our Bay. President Jefferson impoéed the Embargo Act in his
efforts to avoid a war, but its restrictions were so contrary to human
mature that it was openly broken, and, after fourteen months of hardship
to American interests, it was repealed. Jefferson's policy of non-
aggression not only proved a failure, but it encouraged England to
further deny Ameriean rights, until, June 18th, 1812, the United States,
with an empty treasury and with seven frigates in its navy and about
5000 men in its army, was compelled to declare war upon Great Britain,
the richestnation in the world, that had at its disposal more than 1000

warships and corps of trained soldiers.
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An ahbundance of eagily worked and high grade iron ore from which to |
make the mecessary tools and implements for shipbuilding, and several swift
waterways upon which were built mills to grind the grain that profusely
grew in the rieh soil around the town, had determined the commercial
importance of early Baltimore, and the reputation of Maryland flour, grain,
and tobaceo, rapidly developed the colonial trade of this port with
Europe and the West Indies. When the Revolutiomary Var interrupted this
inecreasing traffic, many of our ship owners and merchants turned to ><
privateering, and during the war, two hundred and forty eight privateers
and letbters of marque sailed from Baltimora}( These privateersmen were
the nursery of our infant navy, and while the town grew rich with spoils
of British commerce, the population of Baltimore doubled because of the
activity of the port. 1he population of the city was progressively [
doubled in each of the several decades that followed and its commerce f

grew by leaps and bounds until, in 1812, Baltimore had become the th;EE//

eity of commercial importance in the Union;tﬁigf;Q;;_;he Ohasapeake Bay
was again blockaded by the British, its shipping turned to privateering
as it had done during the Revolution, and plsyed.havoc with the British,
Baltimore sent more privateers to sea than any other city and her
activities during the first year of the War of 1812 marked her with
England's particular hatred. Modeled for speed and equipped with a pivot
gun amidship, besides broadside armament proportionate to their size,
these privateers amazed the British. Their eaptains, with no other
training than they had gotten in merchant service, proved themselves equal
in strategy to the famed commanders of the British. Not only did they
take nearly all of the prizes that were captured in 1814, while the
British blockade kept the American warships in port, but the boldness
of these privateers was so aggravating that the British Naval Register
complained that, with a thousand ships in their navy and at peace with
the rest of Zurope "it was not safe for a vessel to sail without convoy

from one part of the inglish and lrish Channel to another”.

/
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Zarly in the war, when the British established headquarters at
fangisr Island in their efforts to blockade the Chesapeake and close the
port of Baltimore, the eity authorities had arranged with Captain Ridgely
to display a flag from the cupola of his residemce at "Steeplehouse Farm"
near North Point, whenever the British were seen in this part of the bay,
Our privateers, however, continued to slip past the British, amd on
April 16th, 1813, this signal was relayed by a barge which was sent down
the river for that purpose. Fort McHenry was strengthened by a mew
battery of twenty large guns which were taken from a FPrench frigate that
was laying at Despeaux's ahipqgfi{tand the militia was called out. As
no money was available from theﬁgovernment, the City Countil of Baltimore,
under the direction of Mayor Edward Johnson, appropriated twenty thousand
dollars, for construeting the defenses around the towg;”‘Ward Committees
were appointed and every able-bodied ecitizen who was not under arms was
ordered to report with pick-axes, shovels, wheelbarrows, ete., for duty
in constructing earthworks which were thrown up around the eity.

The British advanced a flag of truce to one of the Baltimore barges
about four miles from the city, under pretext of forwarding a letter to
the Secretary of War, and while their truce officer was detained, he had
ample opportunity to observe the new defenses and learn that Fort lMcHenry
had been strengthened by long range guns. His report evidently persuaded
Admiral Cockburn to change his plans for an immediate attack, because the
fleet sailed up the Chesapeake, taking Havre de Grace, Predericktown and
Georgetown, and oceupied Spesutia Island. The British stayed in the
upper part of the bay all summer, sacking several towns on the Eastern
Shore and menacing Annapolis; and, from another encampment near Point
Lookout, they patrolled the Potomac and the Patuxent sections until the
Chesapeake Bay was under their control.

On August 8th, fifteen of their vessels again moved up in sight of
Baltimore prepared for an attack, but when they saw that the fortifications
around the city were promptly manned, they withdrew, and in a few days the
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fleet moved off and occupied Kent Island, from which place they marauded
the Eastern Shore and Amme Aruniel County. In November most of this
fleet left for Bermuda to be repaired, returning in the spring of 1814
with reinforcements.

Although the British fleets had been bloeckading the Chesapeake and
ravaging its shores almost within sight of the City of Washington for
over a year, there were on June 1lst, 1814, but 2,208 soldiers of the
regular army in the whole district from Norfolk to Baltimore. On
July 2nd, the Tenth Military district was formed, consisting of the
State of Maryland, the District of Columbis, amd that part of Virginia
lying between the Rappahannock and the Potomae. On July 9th, Gemeral
Winder, commanding that distriet, whose entire force of regular troops
was between 700 and 800 men, suggested that 4,000 militis should be
ealled out, 2,000 of whom should be stationed between the South River
and Washington, and 2,000 in the vieinity of Baltimore.

On August 20th, Gemeral Winder's suggestion was approved, and on
that same day the British fleet, accompanied by a corp of Wellington's
Invineibles which had been released from the French War, ascended the
Patuzent River and forced Barney to burn his fleet of gunboats, which
had been furnished by the people of Baltimore. Disembarking at Pig
Point the British army marched to Upper Marlborough, and at daylight on
August 24th, General Ross began his advance on Bladensburg, where the
Washington troops were joined by 2,000 volunteers from Baltimore,

The morning report of this recently organized American army consisted
of 400 regular troops, 500 marines, and 4,000 militia, and when the fight
oceurred the Americans were routed in the presence of the President and
his Cabinet. The Battle of Bladensburg decided the fate of the City of
Washington, which Fresident lMadison was forced to evacuate, while the
British wantonly bumed the Capitol, the Navy Yard, the White House, ani
other public buildings. ZEmboldened by their success, the British retumed

to their ships and within several days sailed for Baltimore.
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Barly Sunday morning, September 1llth, 1814, the flag signal at
"Steeplehouse Farm™ was again observed to be flying, and when this was
verified by the appearance of the enemy, three cannon were fired on the
Courthouse Green in Baltimore to summon the militia to their appointed
places. ZAvidently intending to attack Baltimore from the south and the
rear because of the strengthened defemnses at Fort licHenry and along the
eastern side of the eity, the British first attempted to make a landing
on the Bé&kin Peninsula, but the shoal water prevented a close approach
of their ships to the shore, and when their landing boats were fired
upon by a company of the Twenty Second Regiment (Anne Arundel County)
which was posted behind the trees on the bluff, they withdrew and crossed
over to North Point, on the opposite side of the river.

That afternoon General Stricker, commanding a militia brigade,
composed of the Fifth, Sixth, Iwenty-seventh, Thirty-ninth ani Pifty-first
Regiments of infantry, 150 riflemen, 140 cavalry, and 75 ariillerymen
with six four-pound guns, went down the Philadelphia Road and turning to
the right at Long Log Lane (now the North Point Road) marched to the 0ld
Trappe Road, where the main body spent the night,. The cavalry was sent
forward about three miles to Poplar Heights and the riflemen were posted
in the tall grass and behind trees about one mile to the rear of the
cavalry, to act as supports if they should be attacked.

The British fleet of more than fifty sail anchored in 014 Roads Bay
inside the mouth of the river, and at three o'clock on the morning of
September 12th, they began to land their troops from the transports on
the low shores inside of North Point, above what is now Fort Howard.

This force of 9000, comprising 5000 veterans of Wellington's Inwingibles,
2000 marines and 2000 sailors, were landed by seven o'eclock, and the
frigates and bombing vessels moved up the river and took their positions

in a large crescent line in front of Fort McHenry and the Iazaretto.
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Plamming & joint attack against Bal timore by land and water, the
British army, under the command of General Sir Robert Ross, deployed
over the surrounding country and began its advance by way of the North
Point Road to Poplar Heights, where General Ross took breakfast at the
house of Joshua Gorsuch, on the farm that had been occupied by the
American cavalry the might before. About noon, the main body of the
British having arrived, General Ross continued his advance up the North
Point Road, and shortly before 1 P. M, suddenly came in contact with an
advance party of 150 infantry, seventy riflemen and tem artillerymen
with one four-pound gun, under the command of Major Richard K. Heath,
of the Fifth Maryland Regiment, who had been ordered forward to
reconnoiter. As he emerged from the woods, General Ross was killed; and
Major Heath, seeing that he had a superior force to contend with, ordered
his men to fall back upon the American battle line, which was posted in
advance of the juncture of the 0ld Trappe Road and the North Point Road.
The Fifth Regiment, with its right resting on Bear Creek, extended its
left across the North Point Road. At its left were the Iwenty-seventh
and the Thirty-ninth, facing a marsh and Back River in anticipation of a
flank attack which the British actually attempted, while the- Sixth
Regiment was posted in the rear to act as a reserve.

The fight at this point lasted about an hour and a half, when
Stricker, realizing that he was opposing the main body of the British
with a force only about one third as strong, retreated to the Philadelphia
Road, where he would have better protection during the night at
Worthington's Mill, where Herring Run crosses that road. Next morning
he fell back to the entrenchment of Roger's Baatibn, the remains of which
may still be seen in Patterson Park, where the original breastworks have
been marked by the Soeciety of the War of 1812 in Maryland, with a parking
of 0l1d cannon that were used in the confliet.
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The British next morning advanced as far as Orangeville on the
Philadelphia Road, extending their right nearly to what is now Clifton
Park., Here they carefully studied the vast earthworks which had been
thrown up from the waterfront, beginning near the o0ld Sugar House at
Canton and running along the face of Hampstead Hill to the west of
Broadway, with other detached emplacements, stretehing to a hill just
south of what is now Greenmount Cemetery.

This large display of defense disconcerted the enemy, who were
already demoralized by the death of their commander, and hearing that
their fleet had been unable to pass Fort MeHenry, they decided to
retreat. About three o'eclock on the morning of September 14th, they
made thelir departure, so noiselessly that the Americans did not discover
it until after daylight.

Heavy iron chains supported by & number of boats whieh had been sunk
in the chamnnel to prevent the Britiéh from entering the harbor, had been
stretched between the Lazaretto and Fort MecHenry, and a line of hulks had
been sunk in the channel of the Ferry Bar Branch to prevent their ships
from getting behind the Fort., At daylight on the morning of September 13th,
the British fleet opened fire on Fort lieHenry, which was bombarded until
seven o'clock on the morning of September 14th. Besides round shot and
rockets, more than 1500 bombs, weighing nearly 250 pounds a piece, were
fired at Fort lMcHenry and the lazaretto, but the British were unable to
take a single position, while the recoil from the heavy discharge of
their own guns so waakened their ships that they were compelled to stop
firing and withdraw,.

Fort licHenry was defended by 1000 men, commanded by Major George
Armistead and distributed as follows: One company U, S. artillery under
Captain Frederick Evans, and one company Baltimore Fencibles under
Captain J. He Nicholson manned the bastions of the Star Fort. One company
Baltimore Independent artillerists-~Captain Cherles Pennington, one
company Washington artillerists--Captain John Berry, two companies Sea
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Fencibles~-~Captain ils S. Bunbury and william H, Addison and a detachment
from Barney's Flrotilla unier Lieutenant Rodman manned the upper and lower
batteries, while 600 infantry--detachments from the Twelfth, Fourteenth,
Thirty-sixth and Thirty-eighth Regiments unier the command of Lieutenant
Col., Stewart and kMajor Lane--were stationed in the moat between the walls
of the fort and the outer batteries to oppose any landing tlmt the enemy
might attempt to make. Many of the artillerymen hmd seen service on
privateers out of Baltimore and were efficient in operating the twenty-
four pounders on the bastions and the 42's that were in the water battery.

Before daw_n on the morning of September 14th, the enemy attempted a
surprise attack from the rear by sending a regiment of 1200 men with
scaling ladders in small boats up the main branch of the Patapsco between
Fort MecHenry and Cromwell's (now Wagner's) Point, but Captain Hancoek's
company of the Iwenty-second Regiment,which was patrolling that posit ion,
heard their muffled oars and lighted a hgyrick on the shore. %his threw
them in full view of the six-gun battery amd Fort Covington further up
the river, and the terrible crossfire from these batteries and Fort '
McHenry soon forced them to return to their ships.

When the British army was encamped at Upper Marlboro preparing for
its attack on Washington, Admiral Cockburn had made his headquarters at
the house of Ur. Beanes, the leading physician of that town, under
agreeable conditions of mutual courtesy, but whem they were returned to
their ships from the pillage of Washington, small groups of stragglers
followed the main body plundering the homes that they passed. Dr. Beanes
put himself at the head of a small body of ecitizens, who pursued and arrested
some of them, and when the British commander heard of this he sent back
a detachment to release the prisoners and arrest Dr. Beanes. Francis
Seott Key, a personal friend of Dr. Beanes, hearing of this outrage,

obtained permission from President Madison to intercede for his friend.
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Key was instructed to go the Bal timore and report to Col. John S,
Skinner, the Government agent for flags of truece, who was ordered to
accompany Key. Sailing down the bay on one of the swift moving dispa teh
pilot boats that had been evolved in this seetion, they foumd the British
fleet off the mouth of the Potomae River preparing for the expedition
against Baltimore., 4xplaining his mission, mde a étrong plea for
Dr. Beanes and spoke of the care and attention that had been given to
the bBritish wounded, until the British commamnder relented and promised
that Dr. ceanes would be released after the attack on Baltimore; but that
in the meantime, neither he nor Key would be re rmitted to leave the fleet.
Key'was quartered on the frigate "Surprise", which was commanded by
Sir Thomas Cockrane, a son of the fleet commander, and when the British
arrived at the mouth of the Patapsco, Admiral Cockrane shifted his flag
to the "Surprise" and moved up the river to superintend the attack on
Fort licHenry, while Key and Dr, Beanes were sent back on board the
American vessel accompanied by a guard of marines to keep them from
landing,

Anchored amid the enemy transports in 01d Roads Bay, below Sparrow's
Point, they were fortunately so placed that they could see the whole
bombardment and Key watched every shell that fell. Hearing the cannon of
Fort Covington and the City Battery, who fired on tre British soldiers
when they attempted to get behind rort MeHenry, and 3:;i;§gtha 1ull which
followed as their boats were escaping, Key wondered if Baltimore had
fallen. Pacing the deck as dawn broke, and observing the British troops
as they returned to their transport, he was relieved to see that "Our
flag was still there". 1In the exultation of that moment, Key wrote the
"Star Spangled Banner" which by popular acclaim is conceded to be our
national anthem, and whem the British withdrew and they were permitted
to return to Baltimore, the ﬁﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ were immediately set to musie.

Although the American army had been on the defensive for over two



years, and its several compaigns against Canada had been dismal failures,
our small navy, with the wonderful assistance of the privateers, had
captured fifty six British warships, over two thousand armed merchantment
and millions of dollars worth of materials, several thousand cannon, and
thousands of prisoners. England's boast that Britannia ruled the waves
was humiliated and, following her defeat at North Point and Fort MecHenry,
she consented to the treaty of peace which was signed at Ghent on
Decenber 24th, 1814.

The War of 1812--Our Second War of Independence from Great Britain-=-
has been called by some a needless war., It is true that it might have
been prevented if the United States had submitted to Englandi's demands,
but when one counts the attainments, few things in our nation's history
have produced greater results. It completed our Revolution by winning
that independence which we had hoped to attain, and, by breaking the
States away from those influences of our o0ld colonial life which were
holding back our proper development, it established & national spirit
for our Union. It freed American politics ami policies from European
standards and gained a respect for the United States among the governments
of the world which permitted us to work out our own system for the
betterment of the country.

The experience of our privateersmen and of our citizen soldiers in
their sturdy defense of Baltimore encouraged a healthy spirit in the
young men of our city, many of whom, stimulated by the successes that we
had won by the war, entered the merchant marine service and carried the
name of Baltimore to all parts of the world. The Bal timore "Clipper"
becéme the standard of swift sailing ships in the seven sea, and the
period which followed was the day of Peabody, of Johns Hopkins and other
merchants who helped to develop the prestige of Bal timore as one of the

leading seaports of the world.
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Fort McHenry was continuously used as a garrison post until 1914,

when the art of war had become so changed by modern guns and high power

‘explosives that its usefulness as a fortification had passed. During the

World War one of the largest military hospitals in the country was built

on its reservation and was maintained for several years thereafter, caring i

for thousands of wounded and otherwise disabled soldiers, until it was
finally evacuated. By Act of Congress, Fort lMcHenry has been made a
national shrine--the birthplace of the Star Spangled Banner--; and,
restored as restored as it was during the War of 1812, its glory will
8till live as the real monument to the American Flag and to the gallant
defense of Baltimore, the only large city on our Atlantiec coast over

which an enemy flag has never flown,
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ihe preservation of Fort licHenry as a national shrine is an
accomplishment that marks the perseverance of a group of Baltimoreans
who have been fai thful to the traditions of their city and who have
wished to see this historic fort properly placed in the history of
the American people as a real monument to the American flag.

When the news of the Battle of Lexington was received in liaryland,
the provinecial council expressed its support of the revolutionary cause
by enacting laws to raise troops and prepare fortifications for defense.
A battery of artillery was raised in Baltimore and in the spring of
1776, when the British were operating in the Chesapeake, 250 negroes
were employed to cut logs and timber for a boom that was stretched
between Whetstone Point and the ILazaretto,to keep their ships out of
our harbor, Zarthworks were thrown up and 18 guns were mounted at
Whetstone Point to defend the town and this fortifiéation, which was
the beginning of Fort licHenry, was commanded by Captain N. Smith. The
Maryland ship "Defense" was rapidly completed and manned and placed
under the command of Captain James Nicholson, who went out and drove
the British from the bay and recaptured their prizes; and in June
following, Captain Nicholson was commissioned by the newly created
government to rank as the first officer in the United States Navy.

During our colonial period the American provinces had developed
considerable trade with the West Indiies, and Bal timore was growing

rapidly as a shipping point to the islands because of the execellence

-of Maryland flour and grain. An abundance of easily worked iron ore

and the necessary timber from the surrounding forests enabled our
people to quickly build their own ships as needed, without depending
on outside sources for materials, and when the Revolutionmary War
interrupted Baltimore's expanding commerce, many of her shipowners

and merchants turned to privateering and the town grew rich with the

spoils of British commerce. iThe American privateers were the nursery



: of our infant navy and because of the activity of its shipbuilding
the population of baltimore doubled during the revolutionary period,
and was progressively doubled again for each of the several decades
that followed wntil,in 1812, Baltimore had become the third city of
commercial importance in the Union--a relative position that it still
retains.

When the Revolutionary War was over however, we found that,
although the United States had gained its politieal independence from
Great Britain, its commercial rights were limited by the terms of the
Treaty of Paris to the thinly settled territory south of the St.
Lawrence, east of the Mississippi and north of Florida. 7ihe French
Revolution, succeeded by the persistant warfare in durope that was
waged by the 0ld monarchial systems against Napoleon, isolated the
West Indies and created a demand for our excess grain, flour, tobacco
and timber from abroad that would have relieved our commercial
depression; but Great Britain asserted the power of her lavigation
Acts, which had been the primary cause of our revolt, more seriously
than ever and forbade us to trade with any other people, except
through her permission, aﬁd we were made to realize that we had not
gained the full liberty that our LHevolution had promised. Jay was
gent to sngland to negotiate a mew treaty but the terms submitted
were unsatisfactory and the resentment became so acute that President
Washington, in 1794, recommended plans for another war against Great
Britain,

In this emergency the peeple of Baltimore decided to strengthen
the defenses of th&gréity a4t their own expense and employed Major
Je Jo Hlrieh Rivardi to build the present star bastion fort, with
upper and lower batteries; and when completed the enlarged fortification
was named for James McHenry, & Baltimorean who had served on Washington's

staff during the Revolution and was Secretary of War 1796-1800. lajor
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Toussard was ordered to examine and report upon the defenses by the
Wiar Department so that Fort licHenry might be placed urmder the control
of the Federal Government, Fort McHenry was garfisoned by regular
troops in 1799, although federal jurisdiction was not assumed until
the Maryland TLegislature ceded this reservation of twenty six and one
half acres to the United States Government, Januwary 20th, 1816, which
area was later incfeased to fifty two amd three quarter acres by

similar Aet of the Maryland Legislature dated May 28th, 1834.

In the early years of the nineteenth century American shipyards
were busy turning out ships which were loaded with the needed supplies
that were dwrdered by the contending powers in Zurope, and England saw
that if this condition continued until the war was over that it would
m&@ the United States her great commercial rival. For several centuries
Great Britain had domimated the commerce of the world and our increasing
prosperity was disappointing to those British interests who hoped to
force the United States into the war as her ally, and she determined to
break down thiss:lggoegth of American shipping . Insisting upon her right
to search all vessels for contraband, the British Navy . our
coast in their efforts to enforce tleir Navigation Acts anmd our commerce
was so restricted by British Orders of Council and French Imperial
Decrees that we were practically :f.'orbiddén by either nation to trade

with the other amd her allies.
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command 6f Captain James Nicholson, Manned by a forge from Smallwood '

battalion who volunteered to serve as marines, Nicholson drove the
British from the bay and recaptured their prizes, and on Jume _Bth,
following, he was commissioned Commodore by the United States
Government, to rank as the first officer of the newly organized navy,

In 1794, when it seemed that the United States wonld be foreced
into another war with Great Britain, it was decided to onlarge the
defenses at Whei;stone Point, and Major J, J. Ulrich Rivardi, a French
artillery engineer, who had come to this country during the Revoluti on,
was employed to ‘plan the present star bastion fort, with upper and
lower batteries. This enlarged fortification was mmed for James
lMicllenry, & Baltimorean who had served on Washington's persomal staff
during the Revolution and was Secretary of War 1796~1800, and
Major Tousard was ordered to examine and report upon these defenses
to the War Department in 1798 80 that roft lMcHenry might be piaced
under the control of the national govermment. Fort MeHenry was
garrisoned by regular troops in 1799, although fodoml‘ Jurisdiction
was not assumed until the Maryland legislature _oo&ed this reservation
of twenty six and one half acres to the United States Govermment,
January Z0th, 1816. This area was later increased to fifty-two and
three quarter acres by similar Aet of the Maryland Legislature dated
May 28th, 1834.

It was an unusual period in the world's a::fairs. The American
people finding themselves deprived of those advantages which they had
hoped to win by breaking away from Great Britain, were trying to adapt
themselves to the new conditions of their Federal Constitution, when
suddenly the ‘French Revolution broke out across the Atlantic amd Zurope
was aflame with war. Following the French Revoluti on, successive
coalitions of European powers waged persistant warfare against Hapoleon
in their efforts to maintain their old monarchial systems, and the
demand for foodstuffs and materials from abroad relieved our commerecial
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tpud:-houm War., 1In 1906, it wae planned by the War Depar tment
to give Fort loxm to the Department of the Interior ag 2 cattle
qmnntma gtation. Agatn we: wexre fortunate in hvinc & member and a
paet president of our Soc iety, BEdwin Warfield, Governor of the Bhto of
nqhnd and Otunl Clinton T. Rigl. the present president of our
Soeioty. as Auntant General of Maryland, md at tho last moment General
Rigge was susgeseful in preventing the proposed tunlror by taking owr '
thc premiges as a d::ll‘.l ground for the Maryland National Guard at a
nomimel rental, i

In 1911, Beneral Olinton T. Rigge wae appointed Chairmen of

Commission of forty, by General Crowthers, "%o persuade the goverzment
to convert this fort into a national park" &nd bille were introduced
in Congress by Semator Raynor and by Represenator Linthioum for the pre-
gervation of Fort MoHenry and the grounds connected therewith as a govern-
sent reservation, under the control of the Secretary of War, These bille
414 not pase and on August 13th, Represenator Tinthioum introduced another
bill "S0 place the mipervieion and control of Fort MoHenry and the grounds
connected therewith under the City of Baltimore". This bill wae defeated
but a new bill was introduced by My, Iinthicum in 1914 and wag passed

"granting pemiseion to the Mayor and ctv Council of Baltimore to ocecupy
the ruorvatlon ag a oity park".
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day &nd you will recglilthdirgﬁ:éifiggber 12th, 1928,
i;s dedicated as a National Shrine.fdr the service that

Bl tiat Lailewed spot not only as the Br{ilplace e ‘e

e

;qwﬂé'callad for $250,000 expendi ture, buf the Bureau of Budgets
at that time, objected to this appropriafion and rather than have the
biil thrown out I suggested that the appropriation be cut to the
#91,000 that was required to restore the Fort proper and depend upon
the‘gévernment to make other appropriations that were necessary for
the gpounds at some futue time, The Commissioner agreed to fhia and
this appropriation and the $28,000 salvage money for the old buildings
was finally exhausted in lMarch 1929. We then made afrangements with
the War Department to allow $6,000 for laniscaping the grounds last
year with the promise of $10,000 per year for the next five years to
complete thé work. |
Unf ortunately the draught came 8n and the grounds were burned as
dry and as sere as the other parks around Baltimore, and this led to
considerable ceriticism. Well it is easy for those who do not know .
facts to oriticise and unfortunately these who do criticise rarely
have plans of their own, and we asked for a new survey from the War
Departments The War Department is not only interested in the proper
setting for Fort McHenry bﬁt they always proposed maeking it one of the
mos t attraqtive National Parks in America, and by the combined support
of other patriotic organizations we have been able to include a new
appropriation $80,000 in the>Budget for Fort MeHenry but it is very
probable that most of this work will be finished before summer. I
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am very grateful for the help that we have gotten from the various
patriotic societies and would mention in:particular the suﬁport
that has been given Byothe D, A. Re from more than 20 of whose
chbpters we have received resolutions of support, from the Daughters
of the Revolutlon, Tha Sons of the American Revolution, and the
Spanish Ameriecan War Veterans and others, and also for the hearty
cooperation of the Baltimore Association of Commerce and other ecivie
bodies, Resolutions from about 50 different socltles have been
forwarded to the Secratary of=War and have helpad us wondarfully in
our fight for Fort MoHenry.

We are now preparing to place a museum of the Warrof 1812 at
Fotrt McHenry and my society has asked me to publish a small booklet
on the fight around Bal timore, as a souvenir for visitors at thé
Fort over 40,000 of whom came to Fort McHenry last year, and liss
Marine has asked me to read this proﬁoaed sketch as part of the

days exercises.




