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gOpeate En ments, between the Cun-Boat Flotilla and the

British Vessels in the rgtuxent————nladensburg-——Cagture of
!ashlngton---Of Aloxandrlap--geat of Sir Peter Parker-—-Attack

upon Baltimore---pPeath of Cemeral Roas, and rep: repulse of his Army

The movements of the British blockading squadrons, on tae
eastern coast, during the summer of 1814, have already been traced,
to the occupation of Eastport and Castine, in the beginning of
September. In their operations along the shores of the Chesapesake
bay, and the soutliern coast, they have not been followed beyond
their attack upon Hampton and Ocracock, in the month of June.

At that period, a flotilla, consisting of a cutter, 2 gun-boats,

a galley, and 9 large barges, sailed from Baltimore, under commo-
dore Barney, for the protection of the inlets and harbours in the
several parts of the bay. On the lst June, being at the mouth

of the ratuxent, the commodore discovered 2 schooners, one of which
carried 18 guns, and immediately gave chase. The schooners were
Joined, however, by a large ship, which despatched numbers of
barges to their assistance, and the commodore, in danger of being
cut off from the Potomac, signaled his flotilla to sail up the
Patuxent. In that river he engaged the schooners and the barges,
and after beating them off with hot shot, he anchored within 3
miles of a T4, stationed at its mouth. In the course of a few

days the enemy was reinforced by a razee and a2 sloop of war, and
joining the barges of these vessels, to those with which they had
already engaged commodore Barney, they followed his flotilla into
St. Leonard's creek, 2 miles above the mouth of which his gun-boais
and barges were formed in line of battle, across the channel. From
this point the commodore engaged them, and seeing a disposition

to fall back, he immediately bore down, put them to flight, end
pursued them to within 2 short distance of their shipping, which
consisted of a ship, a brig, and 2 schooners. The commodore imme-
diately moved upon them, and after a smart fire, drove the barges
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down to the 18 gun vessel, which, in attempting to beat out, was
80 severely handled, that her crew ran her aground and abandoned
her.

These attempts upon the flotilla were constantly repeated,
and its blockade in St. Leonard's continued until the 26th, on
the morning of which day, a combined attack of a corps of artillery,
which had been despatched from Washington to its assistance, a
detachment of the marines corps, and the flotilla itself, was
made upon the whole squadron, among which were 2 frigates. The
action continued upwards of 2 hours, and terminated in driving
the enemy from his anchorage. His ships stood down the river, and
commodore Barney finding the blockade raised, sailed out of St.
Leonard's, and proceeded up the Patuxent,

The British squadron, at the different stations in the
Chesapeake, were now every day augmented, by arrivals of transports
and ships of the line from England. The cessation of hostilities
which had taken place in Burope, enabled the British government
o British government to send out powerful reinforcements to their
fleets and armies already on the coast, and admiral sir Alexander
Cochrane had been despatched with upwards of 30 sail, having on
board an army of several thousand men, under major general Ross.
This force entered the Chesapeake in the course of the summer, and
between the land and naval commanders, a plan of attack upon
Washington, Alexandria, and Baltimore, was soon after adopted. A
few weeks before the repulse of sir George Prevost, at Plattsburg,
aduiral Cochrane notified the secretary of state, of his having
been called upon by the governor general, to lay waste, and destroy,
all such towns and districts upon the coast as might be found
assailable, and that he had in consequence issued his orders to
that effect, to all the naval comwmanders upon the station.

If this despateh was forwarded with the honourable intent of
apprizing the American government of the contemplated attack upon
the capital, the object was either wilfully, or through negligence,
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defeated.--~For, previously to the receipt of this notice at the
department of state, the enemy was already ascending, in two divi-
sions of his fleet, the Patuxent and the Fotowmac. In the first

of these rivers, his force amounted to 27 square rigged vessels,
all of which proceeded to Denedici, the head of frigate navigation,
and landed about 6000 regulars, seamen, and marines. Commodore
Barney, in obedience to the orders which he had received to that
effect, blew up and abandoned nis flotilla upon the approach of

80 powerful a force, and retreated to Nottingham on the 22d of
August, where, with his seamen and marines, he joined the United
States' army, under brigadier general Winder. The enemy approached
the Wood-Yard, a position 12 miles only from the city, and at

which general Winder's forces were drawn up. These consisted of
about 5000 men, 2500 of whom were from Baltimore, and offered
battle to the British troops. DLut general Rose, upon reaching

the neighbourhood of Nottingham, turned to his right and took the
road to Marlborough, upon which general Winder fell back to
Battalion 0ld Fields, about 8 miles from the city. The positions
now occupied by the two armies were distant from each other about

7 miles; and general Winder desiring to know in what panner they
had encamped, rode with a small escort to Marlborough, and learned,
from several prisoners who were taken, that the British general
intended to remain there until the following day. About noon of
the 23d, general Ross put his troops in  motion, having been
previously joined by admiral Cockburn, and was met by the American
advanced corps, under lieut. colonel Scott and major Peter, who,
after exchanging several rounds, fell vack upon the main army.
Eerly on the 24th, the enemy's column resused its march, and reached
Bladensburg, about six miles from Washington, without loss. At
Bladensbury, general Stansbury had taken an advantageous position,
and by the greatest exertion, general Winder was enabled to interpose
his whole force before the enemy, including commodore Barney's
flotilla men and marines. At 1, P.M. the action commenced: The
Daltimore artillery, under captains Myers and Macgruder, supported
by major Pinkney's riflemen, were stationed in advance, to command
the pass of the bridge, and dealt out a very destructive fire. But
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the British column advanced upon them in such superior force, that
they were obliged to retire. Upon seeing this, the right and
centre of general Stansbury's bri_ade, lmmediately gave way, and

in a few minutes he was deserted gy his whole coumand, except about
40 men of colonel Ragan's regiment, and captain Shower's company .
The 5th Baltimore regiment, under colonel Sterret, stationed on

the left of general Stansbury's brigade, maintained its ground,
until, lest i1t snould be outflanked, an order was given for its
retreat. The reserve, under biigadier general Smith, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, with comzodore Barney and lieutenant colonel
Beall on their right, still remained upon the hill, and continued
the contest after the flight of the Maryland brigade. As the
militia retired, the british regulars asdvauced upon the main road,
and couing immediately iu front of commodore Barney's flotilla,

he opened an 18 pounder upon them, which cleared the road, and

for a time disordered their column, and retarded their approach.
Iwo other attempts wade by the enemy to pass the battery, were also
repulsed, and general Ross marched a division of his troops into

an open field, with a determination to flank the commodore's right.
This attempt also was frustrated by captain Miller, of the marines,
with three 12 pounders, and the men of the flotilla acting as infan-
try. After being thus kept in check about half an hour, general
Ross began to outflank the right of the battery, in 1argoAnumbora;
and pushed about 300 men upon general Smith's brigade, which,

after exchanging a shot or two, fled as precipitately as the
brigade of general Stansbury. In the panic produced by this dig~
orderly retreat, the drivers of the ammunition wagons fled also,
and comsodore Barney's small coumand was left to contend against
the whole force of the enemy, with less than one complete round of
cartridge. To add to the general uwisfortune, and to increase the
difficulties even of retiring with credit, he had received a severe
wound in his thigh, and his horse hasd been killed under him—--two
of his principal officers were kilied, and captain Miller, and
sailing master Martin, wounded. The places of these, could be
promptly supplied, from the men acting as iufantiry, but the means
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of repulsing the enemy were expended, and the British infantry

and marines by this time completely in the rear of the battery.
Thus situated, the commodore gave orders for a retreat, and after
being carried a short distance from the scene of his gallantry,

he fell, exhausted by the loss of blood, and was soon after made
prisoner by general Ross and adwmiral Cockburn, who put him on his
parole, and having first removed him to their hospital in Lladens-
burg, ordered the immediate attendance of their surgeons to dress
his wound.

Having thus obtained possession of the pass of the bridge,
over the eastern branch of the Potomac, the enemy marched directly
upon the capital, and immediately proceeded to the destruction of
all the spacious and splendid edifices by which it was adorned.
The senate house, the representative hall, the supreme court room,
the president's house, with all 1is external and interior decorations,
and the buildings containing the public departments, were very soon
demolished, and several private houses burned to the ground. The
plunder of individual property was prohibited, however, and soldiers,
transgressing the order, were severely punished. The prineipal
vengeance of admiral Cockburn, on whom, if the safety of the
citizens' dwellings had alone depended, if he is to be judged by
his former conduct, they would have rested on a slender guarantee,
was directed against the printing office of the editor of a newspaper,
from whose press had been issued frequent accounts of the admiral's
depredations along the coast.

The navy yard, as well as a new first rate frigate, and a sloop
of war, were destroyed by order of government, upon the approach
of the enemy, to prevent the immense public stores, munitions and
armaments, deposited there, from falling into his hands. The
patent office alone, in which were collected the rarest specimens
of the arts of the country, escaped the insatiable vengeance of
a foe, whose destroying arm was directed ageinst the most superpd
monuwents of architectural skill, and public munificence. The
public documents and official records, the flags, and various other
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trophies of the repeated triumphs of the American arms, and the
specie from all the banks of the District, had previously been
placed beyond the reach of the cupidity of the invaders, and they
returned from an irruption which excited the indignation of all
parties in the union, and drew forth the deprecations of the
principal nations in Europe.

The president and the heads of departments, all of whom had
vigited the rendezvous of the troops at Bladensburg, the day
before the battle, finding that the force which had been hastily
assembled, did not amount to the number, called for by the requis-
itions upon the adjacent states, returned to the metropolis to
make arrangements for the augmentation of general Winder's army.
This duty, which, in times of less danger, required the exercise
of great energy, could not be performed, before the enemy had
encountered and defeated the corps already collected. The cap-
ture of these officers would have caused at least a temporary
derangement of the government, and in order that its functions
might be resumed iummediately after the departure of the eneamy,
they retired from the metropolis on his approach. General Winder
had also withdrawn, with the remnant of his force, to Montgomery
Courthouse: the citizens were incapable of opposing the hostile
operations of the British commanders; and the capital was there-
fore entirely at their mercy.

That division of the enemy's fleet, which ascended the Poto-
mac, consisting of 8 sail, upon which were mounted 173 guns, and
commanded by captain Gordon, was directed to attack the city of
Alexandria. As they approached up the river, the commandant of
fort Warburton, captain, Dyson, destroyed that garrison, and retired
with his artillerists, and the Eritish squadron passed up to the
city, without annoyance or impediment. The people of Alexandria
surrendered their town, and obstained (sic) & stipulation on the
29th of August, from the British commander, that their dwellings
should not be entered or destroyed. The condition upon which this
stipulation was made, required the immediate delivery to the enemy,
of all public and private naval and ordnance stores; of all the




p. 337-8

8hipping, and the furniture necessary to their equipment, then
in port; of all the merchandize, of every description, whether in
the town, or removed from it since the 19th of the month; that
such merchandize should be put on board the shipping, at the
expense of the owners; and thet all vessels which might have been
sunk upon the approach of the enemy, should be raised by the
merchants and delivered up, with all their apparatus. These
hard and ungenerous conditions were complied with; and on the 6th
of September, captain Gordon moved off with a fleet of prize
vessels, which, as well as his frigates and other vessels of war,
contained cargoes of booty. In descending the river, he was warm-
ly opposed, and received considerable damage, from two batteries,
at the White House, and at Indian Head, under the respective
comnands of captains Porter and Perry, of the navy---the formsr
assisted by gen. Hungerford's bricade of Virginia militia infantry,
and a company of riflemen, from Jefferson county, under captain
Humphreys, whose brother lost an arm in the engagement; and the
latter by the brigade of general Stewart, and the volunteer com-
panies of major Peter and captain Birch., The batteries, however,
not being completed, and mounting but a few light pieces, could
not prevent the departure of the enemy with his immense booiy,
though they kept up an incessant fire, from the 3d until the ﬁth
of the month, upon the vessels passing down on each of thoso daau.
Commodore Rodgers, too, aided by lieutenant Newcombe and sailing
master Ramage, wade frequent attempts to destroy the enemy's
shipping, by approaching within the range of musket shot, with
several small fire vessels. After the communication of the fire,
a change of wind prevented these vessels from getiing in between
the Zritish frigates, though they excited much alarm among the
fleet, whose men were actively employed in extinguishing the
flames., These respective forces were afterwards concentrated, and
commodore Rodgers took possession of Alexandria, with a determina-
tion to defend it, notwithstanding its surrender, against another
attempt of the enemy, whose fleet was not yet out of sight from
the nearest battery.
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After the embarkation of the troops under general Ross,
whose loss at bladensburg nearly amounted to 1000 men, in
killed, wounded, prisoners, deserters, and those who died of fa-
tigue, admiral Cochrane concentrated the various detachments of
his fleet, and made preprations for an attack upon the city
of Bal timore.

Despatch vessels were forwarded to all parts of the bay,
to call together the frigates stationed near the different shores,
and among others the Menelaus, commanded by sir Peter Parker, and
then lying in the neighbourhood of Moors-Fields. That officer
determined on an expedition against a detachment of Maryland vol-
unteers, encamped, under colonel Read, at those fields, before
he obeyed the call of the admiral; and for that purpose landed
with 230 men, and made a detour to surprize and cut it off., The
detachment consisted of 170 men; and ites commander, being apprized
of the enemy's motions, was fully prepared to receive him. Sir
Peter advanced to a charge, and being repulsed, opened a fire
within pistol shot, which continued nearly an hour. At the
eénd of that time his force was driven back, with a lose of 17
carried off, and 13 killed, and j wounded, left upon the grounde--
Among the wounded was sir Peter, who died immediately after being
put on board the Menelaus.~---Colonel Read had 3 men slightly
wounded. The Menelaus joined the fleet upon the following day,
and sailed with it to the mouth of the Petapsco (sic) on the 10th
of Septlember.

The fleet consisted of nearly 40 sail, and the heaviest
vessels, ships of the line, anchored across the channel, and
commenced the debarkation of the troops, intended for the land
attack, upon North Point, 12 wmiles distant from the ecity. By
the morning of the 12th, about 8000 soldiers, sailors, and marines,
were in readiness to march upon the town, and 16 bomb vessels and
frigates proceeded up the river, and anchored within two miles
and an half of fort K'Heunry.
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This garrison, commanded by lieutenant colonel G. Armnistead,
of the United States' artillery; a battery at the lazaretto, com-
manded by lieutenant Rutter, of the flotilla; a small work called
fort Covington, by lieutenant Newcombe, of the Guerriere; a six
gun battery, erected near it, by lieutenant Webster, of the flo-
tilla; and lines of intrenchments, and breastworks, hastily thrown
up by the people of Baltimore, were relied on for the defence and
protectioun of the ecity.

At the forts and batteries, 1000 men were stationed; along
the breastworks, avout four times that number---and all under the
coumand of major gencral Samuel Smith, assisted by brigadier gener-
al Winder, of the United States' ermy, and brigadier &eneral
Stricker, of the Baltimore brigade.

In anticipation of the enemy's intention to land at that
point, and to meet and repulse his light parties, or to engage
his whole force at a distance from the main works, general Stricker
was despatched with part of nis brigade, and a light corps of rifle-
men and infantry, fros general Stansbury's brigade, under major
Randal, and several companies of the Podhaylvania volunteers. On
the evening of the llth, this detachment, amounting to 3185
effective men, reached the meeting house, near the head of Bear
creek, when the volunteer cavalry, under colonel Biays, were sent
three miles, and captain Dyer's riflemen, two miles, in advance.
Early on the following morning, captain Kontgomery, with the
artillery; lieutenani colonel Sterret, with the Oth; and lieutenant
colonel Long, with the 27th regiments, were sent some distance
forward. The artillery was planted in the middle of the North
Point road, and supported on each flank by the two infantry regi-
ments., The 51st regiment, under lieutenant colonel Amey, was
stationed & few hundred yards in the rear of the Sth; the 39th,
under lieutenant colonel Fowler, in the rear of the 27th; and
the 6th, under lieutenant colonel K'Donald, drawn up as a reserve,
half a mile in the rear of the whole.

The riflemen were ordered to skirt a low wood, with a large
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sedge field in its front, under cover of which, as the cavalry
fell back to epprize general Stricker of the approach of the
enemy, they were to amncy the British advance, and retire in good
order upon the main body of the troops. Socon after these disposi-
tions had been mede, the cavalry came i. with the intelligence,
that the enemy's light corps were rapidly advancing along the
road, and at the moment when it was ex ected they would be engaged
by the rifleaen, that body wae secn falling back without having
opposed them, under a presumption that the enemy had landed at
Back river, in order to cut off their retreat. The Ceneral imue-
diately pushed forward two companies from the 5th infantry, 150

in number, under captains Levering and Howard, and commanded by
major Heath, of that regiment; about 70 riflemen, under captain
Aisquith; the cavalry, and 10 artillerists, with a 4-pounder,
commanded by lieutenant Stiles. This detachment having proceeded
half a mile, was met by, and instantly engaged, the enemy's main
body. The situation of the ground would not admit of the co-oper-
ation of the artillery and cavalry; and the infantry and riflemen
sustained the whole action with great gallantry, pouring in a
rapid and effective fire upon the BEritish column, killing major
general Ross, and several other officers, and impeding the advance
of the BEritish army. Having performed the duty required of them
by general Stricker, the whole detachment, with a trifling loss,
fell back in excelient order upon the American line. The eneny
then moved forward, under colonel Brooke, upon whom the command
had devolved, and at half past 2 began to throw his rockets upon
the left flank of the militia brigade. Captain Mont. omery imue-
diately opened his artillery upon him, and the British played upon
the left and centre with their 6-pounders and a howitzer. The
cannonade countinued with great vivacity, until general Stricker
ordered the firing to cease, so as to draw the enemy within the
range of grape and canister. Colonel Brooke then covered his
whole front with the British light brigade, directed the 4th regi-
ment, by a detour, to gain a lodgment close upon the American left,
and formed a line along general Stricker's front, with the 4lst
regiment, the marines of the fleet, and a detachment of seamen;
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and placed the 2lst regiment, the 2d battalion of marines, and

ano ther detachment of seamen, in columns on the main road, with
orders to press on the American right, on the first opportunity.
General Stricker, seeing that his left {lank would be the main
object of attack, ordered up the 39th into line on the 27th, and
detached two pieces of artiliery to the extreme left of lieutenant
colonel Fowler's command. Lieutenant colonel Amey was also directed
to form the 5lst at right angles, with his right resting near the
left of the 39th.

The whole force of the enemy at that moment pressed forward
his right column, advancing upon the 27th and 39th, and attacked
those regiments with great impetuosity. The 5lst, which was ordered
to open upon the enemy in his atteupt to turn the rest of the line,
delivered a loose fire, immediately broke, fled precipitately
from its ground, and in such confusion, that every effort to rally
it proved ineffectual. The 2d battalion of the 39th, was thrown
into disorder, by the flight of the 5lst, and some of its companies
also gave way. The remainder and the lst battalion stood firm.
Thus abandoned by the retreat of the 5lst, general Stricker made
new arrangesents for the reception of the enemy, and opened a
general fire upon him, from the ri_ ht, left and centre. The artil-
lery sent forth a destructive torrent of canister against the
British left column, then attempting to gain the cover of a small
log-house, in front of the 5th regiment. Captain Sadtler, with
his yagers from that regiment, who were posted in the house when
the Eritish 4th regiment was advancing, had, however, taken the
precaution to set fire to it, and the intention of the enemy was
therefore defeated. The 6th regiment then opened its fire, and
the whole line entered into an animsted coutest, which continued,
with a severe loss to the enemy, until 15 minutes before 4 o'clock.
At that hour, general OStricker, having inflicted as much injury
upou the invaders as could possibly ve expected, from a lice now
but 1400 strong, against a force awounting, nciwithstanding its
losses, to at least TOOU men, ordered his bri_ade to retire upon
the reserve regiment; an order which was well executed by the
whole line, which in a few minutes rallied upon lieutenant colonel
M'Donald, (sic) From the point occupied by this regiment, general
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S8tricker, in order to refresh hie troops, and prepare them for a
second movement of the eneuy, retired to a position half a

mile in advance of the left of major general Smith's intrenchments.
Here he was joined by geueral Winder, who, with general Dougless's
Virginie brigade, and the United States' dragoons, under captain
Bird, took post upon his left.

Whilst all these movements were in operation, general Smith
was actively engaged in manning the trenches and batteries with
generals Stansbury and Foreman's brigades, a detachment of seamen
and marines, under commodore Rodgers, colonels Cobean and Finly's
Pennsylvania volunteers, colonel Harris's Baltimore artillery,
and the marine artillery under captain Stiles. Colonel Brooke did
not advance with his columns further than the ground on which general
Stricker had been previously formed, where he remained during the
night of the 12th. ESarly on the following morning, he received
§ communication from admiral Cochrane, that the frigates, bomb
shipe, and flotilla of barges, would take their stations, to bom-
bard the town and fort, in the course of the worning. At day-
break of the 13th, the land forces, therefore, again moved forward,
and occupied a position 2 miles eastward of the intrenchmenis. The
day was chiefly employed in manosuvring by both parties. Colonel
Brooke frequently attempting to make a detour through the country,
to the Harford and York roads; and generals Winder and Stricker
adapting their movements to those of the enemy, the better to
frustrate his designs. At noon the Lritish columns were concen-
trated directly in front of the American line, and colonel Brooke
advanced to within a mile of the works, drove in the outposts, and
made arrangements for an attack at uight. Generals Winder and
Stricker were then ordered to station themeelves on the enemy!s
right, and in the event of au atiack upon the breastworks; to
fall upon that flank, or ou his rear. The assault was not made,
however, and the enemy, probably thinking he would bLe outflanked,
and having diecovered the strength of the defeices, withdrew from
his position in the course of the night, and re-embarked his troops
in the evening of the l4th. His retreat was not discovered until
break of that day, in consequence of the darkness of the night;
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and though & heavy fall of rein continued throughout the wmorning,
géneral Winder, with his dragoons, aund the Virginia militia; major
handal, w.th his light corps, and the whole militia and cavalry
were sent in pursuit. The excessive fatigue of the troops, all

of whow had been 3 days and nights under arss, in the wmost inclement
weather, prevented their aunnoying the eneuy's rear with much
effect, and they msde prisonsrs of none but stragglers from his
arsy. At the moment when colonel brooke advanced along the rhil-
adelphia road, the frigates and vomb ships of the fleet & proached
within striking dietance of the fort. Colonel Armistead had
already disposed his force to maintain the cannonade with vigour;
a company of regular artillery, under captain Evans; and another
of volunteer artiliery, under captain kicholson, manned the bastions
in the Star fort; captains Bunbury and Addison's sea fencibles,
and captain Derry's, and lieutenant Pennington's artillery, were
stationed at the water batteries; and about 600 infantry, under’
lieutenant colonel Stewart, and major Lane, were placed in the
outer ditch, to repulse an attempt to land., The bombardment com-
menced. All the batteries were imsediately opensd upon the

enemy, but the shot falling very far short of his vessels, the
firing ceased from the fort, or was maintained only at inter-
vals, to show that the gerrison had not sunk under the tremen-
dous showers, of rockets and shells, incessantly thrown into the
batteries. Thus eituated, without the power of retaliating the
attack of the enemy, colonel Armistead and his brave men endured
their morfification with an unyielding spirit during the whole
bombardment, whicn continued until 7 o'clock om the morning of

the l4th. Under cover of the night, the British commanders des-

patched a fleet of barges to attack and stors fort Covington,---

The attempt was repulsed, however, and the assailants retired,

with an immense loss, to their vomb vessels, and on the morning of
Wednesday, the whole stood down the river, sand rejoined admiral
Cochrane's fleet. The loss in the fort amounted o 4 Killed, and

24 wounded: among the killed were 2 gallant young voluntieer officers,
lieutenants Clagget and Clem. The entire loss of the eneny has not




A p. 344

yet been ascertained. That of the Americans on the field of battle
did not fall short of 150, which, being added to the killed and
wounded in the fort, makes a total of 178. The invaders having
thus retired frow what they called a demonstration upon balti-
more, the safetly of the citizens was secured, and the different
corps were relieved frow further duty.....
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RISTORY OF THE IKVASION AKD CAPTURE OF WASHINGTON
BY
John §. Williams
Beginning at p. 202-2%8 amthe
Appendix

Ross, as we have seen, bivouacked on the uight of the 23rd
at a place callied Melwood, about three wmiles from the Old Pields,
and some ‘ten or twelve miles from Washington. He appears to have
been aa&ir very early on the morning of the 24th, for at four
o'clock that norning* he passed the 0ld Pields. An advance of
two miles farther brought him to a fork of the road, one branch of
vhich runs northward thence to Iladensburg, distant about ten miles,
and the other weplward to the Eastern Zranch Bridge, distant seven
or eight miles. liere he practiced the same russ as at the fork of
the road from Nottingham to Upper Karlborough. He took the road
leading to the Eastern Branch Bridge, and continued in it until
his last coluamn had got into 1t," then suddenly reversed his front
and marched rapidly to Bladensburg.

intelligence of this last movement was not received by General
Winder until 10 A.K. or after, and he then ordered Ceneral Sui th,
with the whole of the troops under his command, to proceed to
Bladensiurg, and Commodore bBarney, with the seamen and marines,
was soon afterward ordered tc proceed to the same place with all
dispatch.

Kr. Honroe, who was at General Winder's guarters with the Fres-
ident when the intelligence was received that the enemy was on his
way to Dladensburg, offered his services to proceed to that piace

¥ General Wilkinson, vol. i., p. 775,
#% See letter of Hr. Rush, close of chap. xiv,
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and join Ceneral Stansbury, and both the President and General
Winder expressing a wish that he would do so, he "lost not a
woment in coaplying with their desire,” and between 11 and 12
o'clock joined Ceneral Stansbury, who had, in obedience to the
reiterated order of Ceneral Winder, moved his troops back to the
vicinity of Lladensburg. #r. Monroe was soon followed by General
Winder, then by the Secretary of War, and then by the President
and Attorney-general. Wwhen Mr. lionroe arrived on the field, the
eneny was about three miles distent from Hladensburg, H#r. Kush
states that, before the Fresident and himself "could reach the
town, the forces of the enemy had possession of it."

The object of Kr. Honroe in joining CGeneral Stansbury—-—-
that of assisting him to post his troops to the best advantage-—-
does not seem to have been wade known to that officer, who expresses
no gratitude for any services rendered to him by Mr. Konroe on
the occesion, but, as we shall see, rather intimates that somebody,
he does not know who, disarranged his order of battle without
consulting him. This, if true, was doing him no trifling wrong;
for it is said by & military writer that "orders of battle are
the sublime of war, and it is in their application that the talents
and genius of the general shine pre-eminent.”

CHAYIER XI1.
THE ORDER OF BATTLE

The village of Bladensburg is about six miles north-east of
Washington, from which city it is approached by & good turnpike-
road, formerly the mail-road to Baltimore, North of this road is
another old road, which, before the City of Washington was founded,
was the route from Georgetown to bladensburg. These roads meet,
at an angle of about forty-five degrees, some sixty or eighty
yards from the river at Bladensburg. From the junction the turnpike=-
road continues on to the river, not abutting, however, immedimtely
at the bridge, but curving for a short distance to the south and
east along the margin of the stream, and following a sort of cause-
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way, which, at the time we speak of, was bordered on the west
side by thickets of small trees and bushes, and which led to the
bridge. The bridge is somewhat less than thirty yards in length,
and about four in breadth, and the stream, a few rods above or
north of the bridge, is every where fordable.

General Stensbury's troops, after his countermarch to Bladens-
burg, occupied the trisnguler field formed by the roads which we
have mentioned, sear their junction. In this field, on the Ueorge-
town road, and about a hundred and fifty yards from the junction
of the roads, there sftood and still stands a large wooden barn
or tobacco-house, and between the bvarn and the Washington turnpike
there was and is an orchard, which coumences at the barn and
extends more than half way across the field, or about & hundred
and twenty or thirty yards toward the turnpike. In front of the
barn, looking toward the river, the ground has a gentle descent,
and upon the brow of the declivity, near the Georgetown road, and
some thirty or forty yards in advance of the barn, had been hastily
constructed a barbette battery of earthwork, intended for heavy
ordnance. This battery was distant about three hundred and fifty
yards from the bridge at Bladensburg, nearly west of it, and com-
manded by an obligue and not enfilading fire.

In the battery were stationed the two companies of volunteer
artillery froam the city of Baltimore, commanded by Captains kKyer
and Magruder, mustering together about one hundred and fifty men,
with six six-pounders. The parapet being too high for these guns,
and there being no time now Lo reduce it, the artillierymen were
euployed, with such tools as they could get, in cutting embrasures
and sasking theam with brushwood. The battalion of riflemen, com-
wanded by Major Finkney, was pluced on the right of the battery,
the men being distributed in such positions among the bushes on
the low ground, near the junction of the roads, as might best
enable them to annoy the enemy on his approach, should he succeed
in crossing the bridge or fording the stream. Two companies of
Stansbury's militia, commanded by Captains Ducker and Gorsuch,
acting as riflemen, but principally armed with muskets, were stabioned
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in the rear of the left of the battery, near the barn, and pro-
tected by it, to aseist in defending any approach of the enemy by
the Georgstown road.

The 5th regiment of Baltiwmore volunieers, commanded by Lieu-
tenant-colonel Sterett, had been haltied about fifty yards in the
rear of the position now occupied by Major Pinkney's riflewen,
and General Stansbury says that it wes his intention to have
formed it with ite left resting on the right of Pinkney's battalion
sud fronting the road, along which ran a fence; while Colonels
Ragan sand Schutz's regisents were to be drawn up in gchelon, their
right resting on the left of Ducker and Gorsuch's coupanies, and
commanding any approach by the Ueorgetown road, By this proposed
disposition of Sterett's regiment, the troops from the city of
Baltimore would have Leen stationed so as to support and give
confidence to each other; and as they were well disciplined and
reliable troops, and some of thes were necessarily to eacounter the
first shock of the contest, Stansbury's intended order was not
the worst that could have been adopted, and at least had the merit
of pleacing all parts of his lines within supporting distance of
each other.

But he states that, after the enemy came in sigzht, while he
was engaged in giving some directions to the artillery, Schutz
and Ragan's regiments were moved from where he had stationed thesn,
marched up the rising ground in the rear of the orchard, and formed
in order of battle about 500 yards, or more than a guarter of a
mile, in the rear of the artillery and riflemen, their right,
Schutz's regiment, resting on the Washington turnpike. On riding
up the hill to escertain who had ordered this movement, he was
informed that General Wiander was on the ground. He then imaediate-
ly rode to the spot where General Winder was, found him engaged in
reconnoi tring the enmemy, and while conversing with him he discovered
that the 5th regiment was also moved from its position, marched
up the hill, and formed on the left of the other two regiments, the
whole being so placed that their situation and numbers could be
clearly seen by the eneay, withio reach of his rockets, without any
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cover, and at such a distance from the artillery and riflemen as
to be able to give the latter no support, leaving them to contend
with the whole British force. "Whose plan this was," he says, "1
Know not; it was not mine, uor did it meet with my approbation;
but, finding a superior officer on the ground, I concluded he had
ordered it, consequently did not interfere."

Kajor Pinkney, in his statement to the comuittee, alsc com-
plains of this alieration, or "new order of battle," as he terms
it. "The 5th regiment,"” he sayse, "had now, to the great disparage-
ment of my companies and of the artillery, been made to retire to
& hill several hundred yards in our rear, but visible, neverthe-
less to the enemy, where it could do little more than display its
gallantry."

Hr. Monroe states that tne removal of the S5th Baltimore
regiments, "at a late period," from the resr of the battery to
the left of the line, was "e measure taken with reluctance and
in haste;" and after finishing his account of the final disposition
of Stansbury's troope in order of battle, he says, "after General
Stansbury hed made his disposition," (eneral Winder arrived on
the ground, and "on taking a view of the order which had been
formed, he approved of it. This was the more satisfactory, because
it had then become impossible to make any essential change."
This leaves it to be inferred that the whole arrangement was made
by General Stansbury, or at least had his concurrence,

General Armstrong, in his "hotices," adverts to this unlucky
arrangement and ive effecte on the progress and issue of the combat,
and says that it is only in Lieutenant-colonel Sterett's report
that "we are made acquainted with this busy and blundering tactician,
whos Stansbury does not know and whow Pinkney would not name;™
and he then gquotes Sterett's statement that "the 5th regiment was
formed under the direction of Colonel Nonroe on the left and in line
with Stansbury's brigade." But he omits any reference tc the
subsequent part of Lieutensni-colonel Sterett's statement, in
which he says, "1 ought to notice that the first line formed on the
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battle-ground was changed under the direction of Colonel Nonroe.

On this occasion he observed to me, 'Although you sse 1 am active,
iou will plesse bear in mind thet thie is not my plan,' or words
to this effect.”

There are discrepancies i1n these statements which it is
impossible now to reconcile, and which are the more singular be-
cause the stateszents were prepared for the information of a com~
wittee of Congress but a few weeks after the battle., Lisutenant-
colonel Sterett could hardly have dreamed or imsgined the eaphatic
declaration made %o him by Mr. Monroe at the tiwe of changing the
position of the 5th regiment; Kr, Monroe himself states that the
change wae made with reluctance, yet he directed it, and does not
say that it had been suggested to him by any one elase.

We have dwelt particularly upon this matter, not only to
iliustrate the confusion existing at the time of forming the order
of battle, owing to the neer vicinity of the enemy and the number
of persons exercising independent authority, but in justice to
the troops of Stansbury's line, the only troops who can be said
to have fled. For although it is true, as General Winder states
in his narrative, that "no advantage of position is proof against
groundless panic, and & totel want of discipline, skill, and expe-
rience," etill, advantage of position must help in some degres
%o prevent a panic; and if the troops are wanting in ekill, discipline,
and experience, it is the wore importent to profit se much ss pos-
@ible by all advauntages of position.

1t was hardly reasonable to expect that raw militiamen would
remain firm in the position in which Stansbury's troops were placed,
considering the force which they believed to be advancing againet
them, and the alarm created by the rockets, a species of weapon
wholly unknown to them, and apparently of the most formidable des-
eription. The orchard would have served as a cover to them, and,
if permitted to remain in it, they might have been encouraged by
the shelter which it afforded, by the steadiness which the troops
in their front displayed under the advance of the enemy, and even
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hﬁ;iﬁtiiieitancnt attending an opportunity of imsediate acﬁtdai

General Winder himself, it appears, had no time to remedy,
and hardly to observe, any defects in the arrangesent of Stans-
bury'e troops. He says that upon his arrivel on the field he
rode up to the battery, and continues:

*Upon inguiry, i learned that Geuweral Stansbury was on a
rising ground upon the left of his line. 1 rode ismediately
thither, and found him and Colonel Kouroce together. The latter
gentleman inforued we that he had been aiding General Stansbury
to post his command, and wished me to proceed to examine it with
thew, to sees how far 1 approved of 1t. We were just procecding
with this view, when some person rode up and stated that news had
Just been received of a signal victory obtained by General lzard
over the enemy, in which one thousand of the snemy were slain and
wany prisoners taken., 1 ordered the news to be immediately commun-
icated Yo the troops, for the purpose of giving additiounal impulse
to their spirits and courage. The column of the eneay at this
moment appeared in view, aboutl & mile distant, moving up the
tastern Sranch, parallel to our position. Frow the left, where 1
was, 1 perceived that, if the position of the advanced artillery
were forced, two or three pieces upon the left of Stansbury would
be necessary to scour an orchard which lay between his line and
his artillery, and for anotner rifle company to iw rease the support
of this artillery. These were promptly sent forward by general
Smith and posted as hestily as possible, and it was barely accom-
plished before 1 was obliged to give orders to the advanced artillery
to open upon the enewy, who was descending the street toward the
bridge. All further examination or movement was now impossibdle,”

The artillery which General Winder directed to be placed on
the left of Stansbury's line was part of Castain Burch's volunteer
artillery from the City of Washington, with three six-pounders.
The additional rifle company brought up to support the Baltimore
artillery was Captain Doughty's company, celled riflesen, but
armed with muskets, CGeneral wWinder also directed one of Hajor
Pinkney's rifle companies to be withdrawn from the right of the
battery and placed ou the left of it.




iwo pleces of Burch's artillery, with & part of his company,
were placed oan the main road, near the right of Stansbury's line.
And RKajor Pinkney states that, at his instance, a militis company,
armed with muskets, but acting as riflemen, was placed on his
right, near the main roed, under cover of some bushes and a fenoce.
By a wmistake, which he afterward publicly acknowledged, he represents
this company as having been coamanded by Captain Doughty.

This completes the arrangement of what has been called the
first line, composed principally of the troops frowm the city of
Baltimore and its viciuity.

The cavalry, whose history we may as well dispose of at once,
seews to have been considered as a part of the first line. Hr.
Wonroe states that they "were placed to the left, somewhat in the
rear of the line." Ko use was attempted to be made of thew during
the action. They were under separate and independent commanders,
and amounted altogether to about 380. The regular portion of thes,
under Lieutenant-colonal Laval, a Frenchman and an officer of some
experisnce, were less disciplimed and efficient than the volunteers.
They were unable to make a charge, the men, from fatigue and hun-
ger, hardly able to sit their horses, or the horses to move; and
they were routed, according to Laval's account, not by the enemy,
but by our own troops, "crushed down, horses and all," in the
tumult of the flight, one artillery coumpeny bursting through a
gate and driving right through them.

The second line was composed, with the excepition of the body
of Karyland militie under tuae coumand of Colonel Beall, of the
troops which Jeneral Winder had wiih him at the Battalion 0Old
Fields, and whioch had veen hurriedly marched from the Zastern
Branch Bridge vetween 1l and 12 o'clock in the morning of the battle,
They had bLarely time, on arriviug om the ground, to make a hasty
selection of position.

Commodore Barney's men and the sarines were halted on the
turnpike about a mile irom the stream at Eladensburg. The two
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eighteen~pounders were planted in the road, forming the left of
his line, and vhe three twelve-pounders immediamtely oun the right
of them, & portion of his seazen acting as artillerisis, and the
vestl, with the marines, supporting them as infantry. In front

of his position the road descends to a ravine, crossed by a szall
bridge about 500 yards distant. MNorth of the bridge the ravise

is wide and shallow, the bottom of it producing grass, and terain-
ating in a somewhat abrupt acclivity or bluff sbout 150 yards from
the road. ©On this acclivity the companies comuanded by Captains
&tull and Davidson were posted; and on an eminence a short distauce
west of it Kajor Peter's battery of six guns was placed, so as to
command the main road near the bLridge over the ravine, and slso

a part of the space in the rear of Stansbury's line. Lieutenant-
colonel Scott, with the regular troops, Colonel Brent, with the 24
regiment of General Smith's brigade, and Major waring, with the
battalion of Karyland militia, were posted in the rear of lajor
Peter's battery, the regular troops being on the left. The lst
regiment of Ueneral Smith's brigade, commanded by Colonel Magruder,
was immediately on the left of Barney's men, its right resting

on the road.

The militia under Colonel Deall, who had arrived from Annapolis
about half an hour before the batile began, were placed on the right
of the seamen and marines, on au eminence about 250 yerds froam the
road; and on the same side of the road, about 150 yards in front
of Colonel Beall's position, was Kramer's battalion of Haryland
militia,

Rothing is wore easy than to criticise the order of baitle of
a defeated army. In fuct the defeat itself exposes errors which
would not otherwise have been ouserved. And in orders of battle
formed with such precipitation as these were, under the direction
of a variety of inexperienced heads, it would be strange if errors
did not exist which the merest tyro wight point out, and which none
but a tyrorvould exult in detecting. Nevertheless, in order to
show Bhe defects which have existed, and the little credit due %o
the enemy for their victory over troopgs so disadvantageously posted,
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we shall first quote Ueneral iihﬁpr‘s remarks on the subject, and
then those of the veteran Ganerilliilkinson, who appears to have
carefully and minutely studied the history of this campaign, and
who was well acquainted with all the localities in which the
events of it occurred.

General Winder says:

“"If 1 bed had longer time, or to repeat the action of Bladens~
burg, 1 could correct several errors which might msteriaslly have
affected the issue of that battle. The advanced force ought o
to have been nearer to the creek, along the edge of the low ground,
where they would have been skirted with bushes, and have avoided
the inconvenieuce of the cover which the orchard afforded to the
eneny. The edge of the low grounds on the right of the road
ought to have Leen lined with musketry, and a battery of caunon
also planted on the field, on the right of the road, directly front-
ing the bridge; and if Commodore Barney's heavy artillery, with
his wore expert artillerists, had occupied the position which the
advanced artilierists did, and these posts been obstinately de-
fended, the eneuy would not have crossed the river at that point,
but would have been obliged to make a circuit round to his right,
and have crossed above, and at the upper end of the town; or, if
the whole force had been posted at the position of the second line,
with all the advantage which it afforded, and had acted with toler-
able firmness and courage, the event might have been different.®

From these remarks of Genersl Winder, he was evideatly of
the opinion that "if the whole force had been posted at the position
of the second line," or at the position of the first line, the
result might have been different; in other words, that the msin
defect of the arrangement of the troops was their being out of
supporting distance of each other,.

General Wilkinson says:

"lt is in vain that professionsl men shall search for the
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excellences of this disposition of the American army in the parts
or in the whole, in the advantages of a single point or in the
combination of all, whether viewed in respect to the principles
and mexims of war, ancient or modern, or with refernce to the
incidents of desultory warfare, which are not reducible to fixed
rules; it is void of plan or proportion; and the naked truth is
the best apology for it, that is, it was formed on the spur of

the occasion, by pieces, and under the direction of wany different
chiefs, without precomcert, principle, or design. Shall 1 expose
the particular faults of thie disposition? 1t would not reward
the pains; a few remarks will suffice. I1f the enemy had been
obliged to pess the bridge, and it gould not have been removed or
obstructed, then the greatest force should have been brought to
oppose them in debouching from the defile; but the disposition
actually mede served only to expose the artillery to capture, or,
by its sudden flight, and that of its light covering party, to
increase the confidence of the enem; and deprese the spirits of
the American front. Dut, as the Eastern Brasnch was every where
fordable, and a considerate, judicious antagonist would have crossed
the creek at the forks, and turned the left flank of what was
called the first line, the disposition was feeble, injudicious,
and ineffectual. 1t is true, the temerity of the enemy, and his
contempt for his antagonist, gave this disposition & different
character; but then it was too remote from the defile to command
it, too remote froa tue advanced battery to support it; intrinsie
cally too feeble to resist the shock of the snemy's whole force,
and too distant from what was called the second line to be sesson-
ably supported by it."

This criticisu of General Wilkinson is too full of generalities
and epithets, but in substance it is pretty much the same as General
winder's. The defile or bridge at Bladensburg should have bveen
better defended, if defended at all; and the troops were not within
supporting distance of each other.

General Armstrong does not venture to criticise the order of
battle except by innuendo, by sneering at "this busy and blundering
tactician, " Kr. Monroe, and at General Winder for assigning to Mr.
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Hanféa-tht duty "of forming his order of battle!"™ He could not
forkit"talt %o himself hed been assigned the duty of revising and
correcting the errors of all, and that thersfore to particularize
errors which be did uot advert to and correct at the time would
have been to condean himself.

The disadvanteges of the order of vattle, and of the distance
of the iwo lines from each other, were made worse by the fact
that the troops of the first line were gemerally igouorant that
there was & second line, or any troops in their resr to aupport
thew, or on which they could fall baok. They were under the
impression that they were to fight the battle unassisted, against
& force four or five times as numerous as their own. Lieutenant-
colonel Steretti says that he "knew nothing of any second line or
reserve being formed to support" them. Major Pinkney states that
he "did not koow that Brigedier-general Smith's brigade was in or
near the field until the sction haed ceased," nor that barney's
artillery was ou the field., General Stacsbury states that "before
and during the aclion" he "did not see any of the force" he “"was
led to expeci would support” nim. <This statement is contradicted
by General Smith's; but whatever information Ceneral Stansbury
may have had on the subject was of no use to him, and wae not
communiceted by him %o his officers. Hor doee any raliying-point
sesm to have been determined on. These and other omissions are
to be accounted for by the s:oriness of the time allowed for
preparation, the hurry and excitement occasioned by the near approach
of the enemy, the nuaber of commenders acting without concert with
each other, and the host of volunteer sides-de-camp and amateur
advisers.

Ihe British reports of the battle not only exagserate the
strength of our position and the numbers opposed to them, but
invent strength for the position which did not exist. Ross, in
his official report of the victory, says, "Ine enemy vas discoverped
strongly posted on very commanding heights, his advance occupying
& fortified house, which, with artiliery, covered the bridge over




the Esstern Lranch, across which the British troops had to pase.”
There was, it is true, a house partially fortified, which commanded
the pass by the bridge, but it was not occupied, and therefore

- must have been rather 2 convenieunce than an obstacle to the

advance of the british. '

Cockburn says, "The enemy, 8000 strong, on ground he had
chosen as beet adapted for him to deiend, where he had time %o
erect his batteries and concert all his measures, was dislodged
ag soon a8 reached," ete, The advanced troops, under Hajor rink-
ney and others, who encountered the first shock of the BSritish
army, did not amount to more than 600 men. The regiments under
Sterett, Schutz, and Kagan, too far in the rear to support the
advanced troops, mustered about 1800 men. The rest of the army,
amounting to avout 2700 wen, was more than & aile fros Sladensburg,
and did not change its poeition until ordered to retreat. Ihe
British, therefore, instead of encountering an "eneay 80C0 strong,"
had to deal with an army altogether of little more than half
that number, and did not encounter, at any ome tiwe, more than
2 third of the numver.

Gleig, & lieutenant of the 85th regiment, who was present
in the action, says that our position was "ons of great strength
and commanding attitude;" and that our "cavelry showed itself in
one mass,” and our force amounted to 9000 men, a number "exactly
doubling™ their own, and waiting their approach in "a formidable
posture." He describes the passage of the bridge at Bladensourg
as if it were another Lodi, and says that our battery opened
"with tremendous effect, for at the first discharge almost an
entire coapmny was swept down." But the "Subaltern in America,”
who exaggerates in other matiers, states that by the firet discharge
of our artillery they had one man oriy killed end two dreadfully
wounded, and that by the irst fire ¢. the bridge "seven wen were
swept down," but he does not state how many of the seven men
were killed. In point of fact, the brldge.il& & convenience to
the enemy, and if it had not been, there was no necessily for
their croseing it, es the siream above was fordeble, and was forded
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by parties of their men.

The statement of the Britisn historian, Alison,' is more
exaggerated than any, and inexcusably so, because it is notl justi-
fied by the official dispatches to his government, to which he
refers. He seye that the American general had 6500 bayonets,

%00 horse, and 600 seamen to work h.s guns, of which he had twen-
ty-eix to the Britisn two, "and with this force, about double that
of the »ritish, he took poet at Bladensburg, & small villsge on
the left bank of the Fotomné. and conmanding the only bridge by
which that river could be crossed. [he great road ran straight

through the centre of his position, and $he artillery was placed

80 as %o enfilade gll the approuches Lo the bridse." A column
of the Eritish, he says, "advanced in double~guick time, in the

finest order, through the {ire of the guus, dashed across the
bridge, carried a fortified house at the other end, which was
gccupied and loop-holed, and, being quickly followed Ly the other
division, spread out their sharp-shooters on either flank, and
moved direct against the American batteries. 8o vigorous was

the atﬁggk,and 8o feeble the defence, that they were all carried,
and the first line thrown back in confusion on the second by the
first division alone, not more than fifteen hundred strong,
aideﬁ:by the fire of a few rockets, before the second could get
across the bridge. Ten gune werse taken, and the whole aray,
totally routed, took to flight." According to this modest
account) 1500 British soldiers crossed a bridge enliladed by

26 guns, sftormed a fortified house at the other end, and routed
an army of more thanm 7000 Americans.

CHAPTER XI1.
IBE BATTLE

We shall not invoke either the muse of History or thne shade
of Cervantes to assist us in describint ths battle of Bladensburg,
but to restrict ourselves, saving an occasional comment, %o the
prosaic statesenis of those who snared in the fatigues and dangers

* History of EBurope, chap. lxxvi.
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of the day.

A8 the eminent civilian, orator, senator, and diplomat, the
Hon. Williasm Pinkney, was the superior officer of the advanced
troops, and as he possessed greal intelligence as well as cool
bravery, and his station on the field was on an eminence where,
he says, there was nothing to interrupt his view of the advancing
eneay, we shall adopt his account of the coamencement of the action,
ile says:

"Ihe enemy, having roached Bladensburg, descended the hill,
about 12 o'clock, in & very fine style, and soon showed hie inten-
tion to force his way by the bridge. Assisted by some discharges
of rockets (which were afterward industriously continued), he
made an effort to throw ascross the bridge a strong body of infantry,
but he wes driven back at the very commencement of it, with evident
loss, by the artiliery; in the battery, which prineipally acted
upon the street or road near the bridge, and he literally disappeared
behind the houses. The effort wase not immediately repeated, but
the artillsry continued to fire, wiih a view, as it seemed, to
interrupt the discharge of rockets, as iu some degree it did,
and otherwise to check the snemy's operations.

"After a long pause, during which 1 conjectured (erroneously,
as I have since Leegn told) taat the enemy, less confident than
before of the passage of the bridge, detached a corps of some
sirength to make its way by the ford in the old Baltimore road,

a second attempt was made to cross the bridge, with increased
numbers and greater celerity of movement. Thise, too, was encoun=-
tered by the artillery in the battery, but not with its former
success, although it was served with great spirit, and commanded
by officers of acknowledged skill and courage. In conseguence,

a large colusn of the enemy, which was every momenti re-enforced,
either by the way of the bridge or by the ford immediately above
it, was able to form on the Washington side, and to wenace the
battery and the inadequate force by which it was to be supported.
While the enemy was yet at a distance, the coapany on our right
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(coumanded by Captain Doughty) discharged their pieces and fled,
although he appeared to do all ip his power to restrain them,
ae 1 myself did."

A® Er. Pinkney here shows & disposition to become personal
in his remarks, and to speak ill of his neighbors, we shall take
leave of him., The company to wnich he refers as having been so
eminently prompt in ite movesments was not commanded by Captain
Doughty, a8 kr. Pinkney afterward acknowledged in a communication
to the Kational lintelligencer, drawn out by a letter from Captain
Doughty, backed by one from Welter Jones, Esq., of Washington.
Captain Doughty, as we have stated, was in a different part of the
field, and did great service. We have been unable, after auch
inquiry, to ascertain what coumpany it was that was s0 sager to
deliver its volley, fulfill its mission, and depart.

We were at first somewhat at a loss to understand Mr. Pink-
ney's weaning in saying that the enemy 'L;é;h;g;;x disappeared
behind the houses.” There can not be much difference in an opti-
cal point of view between a literal and an apparent disappearance;
and if a thing is not to be seen, it i1s of litile importance which
species of invisibility it may lay claim to, literal or figurative.
but the author of the "Subaltern in Americas," who states that he
vas with the advanced guard of the British on their approsch to
Uladensburg, thus explains the phenomenon of the "literal" disap-
pearance of their troops:

"The very first shot cost us three men---one killed and the
other two dreadfuliy wounded, and the second would have Been. in
all probability, not less fatal, had we not very wisely avoided it.
We inclined at once to the right and left of the road, and, wind-
ing round the houses, made our way without further loss as far as
the léit range, when we were coamanded to lie down and wait for the
column.

*in the wean while, the main body, being informed how matters
stood (i.8., that Bladensctury was not occupied by the American troops),




resumed its march and syproached the town. It was saluted, as

we had been saluted, by a heavy end well-directed cannonade; but,
being warned by some of our pecple where the denger lay, it so far
avoided it as to close up ius ranks, and effect all the arrangements
necessary for the asssult under cover of the green mound."

The "green mound" referred to is Lowndes' Hill, which is seen
on the right of bladensburg in approaching the village by the turn-
pike from Washington, snd the literal disappearance and "long
pause” of which Kr. Pinkney speaks wereé occasioned by the British
troops taking refuge behind Lowndes' Hill and the houses of the
village until they had made their final arrangemsents for the assault
and completed their toilet.

General Winder's gosition also gave him an uninterrupted view
of the field of battle; and as he muet have veen anxiously inter-
ested in the result, we naturally look with curiosity to his asccount
of what pavsed. He says:

"The fire of our advanced artillery occasioned the enemy,
who were advancing, and who were light troops, to leave the street,
and they crept down under the cover of houses and btrees in loose
order, sc as& not to expose them to risk from the shot. 1t was
therefors only occasionally that an object presenied at which
the artillery could fire.

"in this sort of suspunsion the eneny began to throw his
rockets, snd his light troops began to accumulate down in the
lower parts of the town and near the bridge, but principally
covered frow view by the houses. Their light troops, however,
soon began to 1ssue out and press across the creek, which was every
where fordable, and in most cases lined with bushes or trees, which
were sufficient, however, to conceal the movemenis of light troops
who act in the manner of theirs, singly. The advanced riflemen
Low Eugan'to fire, and continued it for nhalf a dozen rounds, when
1 observed them to run back to the skirts of the orchard ou the left,
where they became visible, the boughs of the orchard-tirees con-
cealing their originel position, as also that of the artillery, from
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view. A refreat of twenty or thirty yards from their original
pomition toward the left brought them in view on the edge of the
orchard. They halted there, and seemed for s woment returning to
their position, but in a feow minutes entirely broke and retired

to the left of Stansbury'e line. 1 immediately ordered the fifth
Baltimore regiment, Liesutenanit-Colonel Sterett, being the left of
Stansbury's line, to advance and sustain the artillery. [hey
prouptly comsmenced this wmovement; but the rockets, which had, for
the first three or four, passed very high @& ove the heads of the
line, now received & wmore horizonial direction, and passed

very close above the heads of Shutz's anda Ragan's regiments,
couposing the centre and left (right) of Stansbury's line. A
universal flight of these two regimenis was the consequence. This
leaving the right of the fifth wholly unsupported, 1 ordered it

to halt, rode swiftly across the field toward those who had so
shamefully fled, and exerted my voice to the utmost ﬁo arrest them.
They halted, began to collect, and sesmed to be returning to their
places, An ill-founded reliance that their officers would succeed
in rallying them when I had thus succeeded in stopping the great-
est part of them induced me immediately to return to the fifth, the
situation of which was likely to become very critical, and that
position gave me the best command of view. To my astonishment and
mortification, however, when 1 had regained my position, I found
the whole of these regiments (except a few of Ragan's, not more
than forty, rallied by himself, and as many, perhaps, of Shutz's,
rallied, 1 learn, by Captain Shower and Captain » whose
nase 1 do not recollect) were flying in the utmost precipitation
and disorder,

"The sdvanced artillery had immediately followed the rifle-
men, and retired by the left ol the fifth. 1 directed them to
take post on & rising ground which 1 pointed out in the rear. The
fifth, and the artillery on its left, still remained, and | hoped
thet their fire, notwithstanding the obstruction of tue boughs of
the orchard, which, being below, covered the enemy, would have
been eunabled to scour this approach and prevent his advance. The
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eneny's light troops, by single men, showed themselves on the
lower edge of the left of the orchard, and received the fire of
this artillery and the fifth, which wade them draw back. The
cover to them was, hosever, so complete, that they were enabled
to sdvance singly and taxe positions from winich their fire an-
noyed the fifth consideratly, without either that regiment or the
artillery being able to return the fire with any probability o
effect. In thi situation, 1 had actually givea an order to the
fifth and artillery to retire up the hill toward a wood more to
the left and a little to the rear, for the purpose of drawing
them ferther from the orchard and out of reach of the enemy's
fire while he was shelteored by the orchard. An aversion, however,
to retire before the necessity Lecame stronger, and the hope that
the enemy would issue in a body from the left of the orchard and
enable us to act upon him oa terass of equaliiy, and the fear that
a sovement of retreat might, in raw troops, produce someé confusion
and lose us this cha .ce, induced me fo countermand the order,

and direct the ertillery to fire into a wooden barn on the lower
end of the orchard, behind which 1 6U930534 the enemy might be
sheltered in considerable numbers. The fire of the eneay now
began, however, to annoy the fifth still more in wounding several
of them, and a strong column of the enemy having passed up the
road as high as the right of the fifth, and beginning to deploy
into the field to take t.em in front, I directed the artillery to
retire to the hill to which 1 had directed the Baltimore artillery
to proceed, and halt, and ordered the fifth regiment also to
retire. This corps, which had heretofore acted so firmly,

evinced the usual incapacity of raw troops to make orderly
movements in the face of the enemy, and their retreat in a very
few moments became a flight of absolute and total disorder.”

This statement of General Winder shows very clearly the
value of the orchard and barn as a military peoaition, the advan-
tage which iis possession gave to the eneay, and the difficulty
which they probably would have experienced in driving back our
troops if they had been suifered to remain near and in it, as
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General Stansbury intended; but & mere wilitia general could not
be supposed to have any Jjudgment or tact whatever in military
matters, or to be right even by accident.

General Stansbury says:

"The artillery, under the coasand of Captains dMyer and
Megruder, and the riflemen, the whole under the command of Major
Pinkney, behaved in the most gallant manner (this gallant officer,
in the course of the action, was severely wounded); but the superior
force of the eneuy, and the rapidity with which he moved, compelled
them to retire. But one of the pieces was lost, and that was
rendered harmless before it was abandoned,

"The ensmy took every advantsge of the cover afforded them

by the trees of the orchard, and their light troopse from thence
kept up a gelling fire on our line. On this part, when advanced
nearer, the 5th regiment, under Colonel Sterett, opened a steady
and well-directed fire, which was followed by the fire Irom the
right, and ultinately from our centre, when the firing on voth
sides became general. After agfﬂw rounds the troops on the right
began to break., 1 rode along the lines, and gave orders to the
officers to cut down those who attempted to fly, and suffer no
men to leave the lines. Un arriving at the left of the centre
regiment, 1 found Lieutenant-colonel Schutz's men giving way,

and that brave officer, with Hajor Keup, aided by my sid-de-camp,
Major woodyear, exerting themselves in rellying and forming them
again. Captain Galloway's coampany, and part of Captains Randall's
and Shower's coampanies, were rallied and formed agein, and behaved
gallantly. The rest of Colonels Shutz's and Ragan's regiments

fled in disorder, unotwithstanding the extraordinary exertions of
their officers to prevent it. Un the left, I soon after discovered
& part of the 5th regiment giving way, and that excellent officer,
Lieutenant-colonel Sterett, with tnose under him, most actively
engaged forming them again. OSoon after, the retreat became general,
and all attemptis to rally them and make a second stand were fruit-
less. With a body of United States cavalry, 1 endeavored to protect
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the rear and right of the retreating men, 8o as to prevent their
falling into the eneuy's possession.

"IThe wen under wy command were worn down and nearly exhausted
from Jong and forced marches, wani of food, and watching. They
had been, with very little intersission, under arms and marching
from the time of their departure from Baltimore, with but little
sleep, bad provisions, and but litile o portunity to cook. They
certainly were not in a situation %o go into battle,"

Lieutenant-colonel Sterett, the commander of the 5th regi-
ment, is very brief in his account of the action. At the conclu-
sion of it he says:

"The imposing front of the enemy was never disconcerted by
the fire of the artillery or riflemen, and the:brigade of General
Stansbury was seen to fly as soon as the action beceme serious.
Ko second line or reserve appeared to advance or support us, and
we were outflanked and defeated in as short a time as such an
operation could well be performed.,”

This statewent of Colonel Uterett nardly does justice to
his own countrymen and fellow-soldiers. All accounts show that
the imposing front of the eneay was disconcerted by the srstillery
on hig advance Lo the bridge~--enough so o induce him to waive
dignity for safety, and take refuge behind the houses and Lowndes'
Hill, The British accounis alone are not to be relied on, because
some of them exaggerate the rescietance in order to megiify their
own valor in overcoming it. bBut on comparing all sccounts, Ameri-
cen and britieh, it is evident that even Stansbury's brigade stood
its ground long enough to show that, under different auspices,
it would have performed its part well. (Cleig, the writer of the
"Ceampaign at Washington,” states that the precipitate retreat
upon it of our riflemen "threw it into disorder cefore it had fired
& shot.” OStensbury says that before his Lrigade broke "the firing
on both sides became general," and that "after a few rounds the
troops on the right began to break."
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Sterett says that Stansbury's rigade "was seen to fly as
soon a& the action became“sorious." Probaily awong the circumstances
which induced the men to think that mabtlers were taking a serious
tura were these: the snower of rockets among them; the hurried
retreat of the riflemen upon them; thé galling fire froam the or-
chard; the continued advance of fresh troops of the enemy, amounting,
as they had been informed, %o eight or ten thousand veterans; no
knowledge that any reserved troops were in their rear; and the
conviction which every man of common sense among them wust have
felt, that, under these circumstances, to continue longer on the
field would expose them to the danger of being cut to pieces. 1t
is difficult to understand the motive for plecing or keeping them
in such a position., 1t was not & position to be defended at all
hazards and at any cost of life, in order to gain time. wWhat was
the time wanted for? The troops in the rear were not advancing,
nor does it appear that there was any design that they should advance.
Further continuance in such & position could be only for the purpose
of testing the experiment whether a body of raw militia-men, in an
open field, and in pitched battle, could defeat four or five times
their nuamber of regular and veteran troops.

1t does not appear how loug the action with the first line
lasted., Lieutenant-colonel Sterett's assertion that the line was
"outflanked and defeated in as short a time as such an operation
could well be performed,” is altogether vague, and 28 he was a
@ilitia officer, provably never in action before, he could hardly
have known the average time required, in gensral, to perform the
operation of outflanking and defesting an army. Mr. John Law,
whose statement we have already referred to, says that the 3al timore
artillery fired about ten rounds before it retrested; and the last
discharges of the artillery, which are usually the most destructive,
wére in this case the least 80, as none of the advanced artillery
was furnished with any other than round shot; and Kr. Pinkney
states that the half-forued embrasures of the work in which the
Baltimore artillery was placed rendered it "difficult, if not imprac-
ticable, to depress the gune in those embrasures (tue ground of the




battery veing considerably elevated) so as to btouch the enemy
after his near approach.®

Cockburn states in his official dispateh that our aray,
8000 etrong, was "dislodged as scon as reached"® by & division of
the British army "not amounting to more than 1500 men."® Adal ttinge——
and the admission i8 certainly a charitable one---that he does
not mistake the numbers on both sides, diminishing the one s
wuch as he exaggerates the other, and that not more than 1500
of the British aray had time to reach the fisld before the first
line was defeated, still, in point of fact, those 1500 had to cone
tend with not more than 700 of our own troops. They were pro-
tected by the orchard end bvarn, and by distance, from the fire of
the 5th regiment end Stansbury's brigade. The only part of the
line, exclusive of the advanced troops, which could have done
them any demege, was Burch's battery of three pieces, and Captain
boughty'e company, which was thrown forward, in crotchet form,
on the left of Stansbury's line, and which opened an effective
fire upon them while they were near the barn.

The British accounts describe but one battle. There were,
in fact, two, as distinct as if they had taken place on different
days and with different armies. The second line of the American
army was nearly a wile in the rear of the first, and there nad
been no communication between them, no re-enfo cement from one
to the other, except that before the appe arance of the enemy at
Eladensburg Captain Doughty's company and Burch's company of artil-
lery had been advanced from the second to the first line. lone
-of thé'traapa of the first line, after its defeat, retreated to
or rallied upon the second line, which was left, therefore, to
encounter the full force of an enemy inspirited by its victory

over the first line and gubnumbering the second nesrly two o ome.

The enemy proceeded to make a simultaneous sttack on both
flanks of the second line, as they had upon the first, their right
wing led by Colonel Brooke, of the 44th regiment, continuing up
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the old Georgetown road in pursuit of the routed troops, and their
left, under Colonel Thornton, advancing along the turnpike to

the attack of Barney's battery. The reception which the comamodore
gave his visitors upon this occasion we shall leave him to relste
in hie own language, upon which we shall afterward make a few
comments. After speaking of the heat of the weather, the crippled
condition of his men frou the severe marches they had experienced
the days before, many of thew being without shoes, and the hurried
manner ir which he had been coupelied to take & position, he says:

"At length the enemy made his appearance on the main road in
force, and in front of wy battery, and on seeing us made a halt.
1 reserved our fire. In'a few woments the enemy again advsaced,
" when 1 ordersd an eighteen-pounder to be fired, which completely
cleared the road; shortly after, a second and & third atteapt
was made by the enemy to comwe forward, but all were destroyed.
They then crossed over into an open field, and attempted to flank
our right; he waes there met by three twelve-pounders, the marines
under Captain Hiller, and my men acting as infantry, and again was
totally cut up. By this time not a vestige of the American army
remained, except a body of five or six nundred posted on a neight
on my right, from whow 1 expected wuch support from their fine
situation, i

"The eneay from this period never appeared in force in froant
of us; they pushed forward their sharp-shooters, one of whom shot
ny hofse under we, who fell dead betwsen two of my gunn., The
enemy, who had been kept in check by our fire for nearly half an
liour, now began to outflank us ou the right. Our guns were turned
that way. He pushed up the nill about two or three hundred toward
the corps of Americans stationed as above describved, who, to my
great wortification, made no resistance, giving a fire or two, and
retired. In this situation we had the whole army %o contend with.
ur amsunition was expended, and, unfortunately, the drivers of
our amaunition wagone had gone off in the general panic,*

The commodore himself was severely wounded, and while lying
in that condition on the ground, Koss and Cockburn came up to him,




P 234-1T.
behaved to him "with the most marked attention, respect, and polite-
nese,"” had a surgeon brought and his wound dressed imsediately.
He says: "Captain Wainwright, first captain to Adsiral Cochrane,
remained with we and behaved to me as if I were a brother. During
the stay of the enemy at Bladeansburg I received every marked atten-
tion possible from the officers of the navy and army."

But these polite atientions did not prevent the commodore from
'atteruard denouncing Hoss for the misstatements contained in his
official dispatch. 1In a communication to the Hational Intelligencer
in relation to that dispatch, the comsodore says:

"The general then goes on to state how his troops advanced,
and by the irresisbtible attack of the bayonet the enemy got into
confusion and fled. 1t would have been more to the honor of the
general if he hed told that his men never had it i:n their power
to use the bayonet but once, and then declined it; for, after
every attempt was made by his men to advance on the main road, and
were drivem by the artillery under my command into the field, they
were rallied and again led on by Colonel Thornton, who advanced
Yo withiu fifty yards of our position, where he was met by the marines
under Captains Hiller and Sevier, with the flotilla mea. Colonel
Thornton fell dangercusly wounded. Captsain Hamilton snd Lieutensnt
Codd wers killed. lLieutenant Stevely, of the 'King's Uwn,' also
severely wounded. The veterans of the eighty-fifth and fourth,
or 'King's Own,' gave way. So far from using the bayonet, they
fled before our men, who pursued them, the sailors crying cut to
*board' them. Nor did the enemy rally until they got intc a ravine
covered with woods, leaving their officers in our power. Then our
men returned to their station. General Hoss, in person, was obliged
to take command, but dared not lead them on in fromt, but pushed
~out on our flank, Our amsunition being expended, we were necessitated
to retire.”

From this statement of Commodore Sarney himself, it appears
that his men did not, as others have asserted, stand by their guns
until several of them were bayoneted. He, however, makes the most
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of the part played by the men under his command, which was suf-
ficiently creditable to them to render it unnecessary %o enhauce
their merit by the reflections and innuendoes to the disparage-
ment of others contained in nis assertion that "by this time not
a8 vestige of the Americen army remsined, except a body of five
or eix hundred posted” on his right, which body, to his "great
mortification, made no resistance, giving a fire or two, and re-
tiring." The truthis, that none of the troops on his right or
left retired until they had been ordered to retreat by the gen-
eral-in-chief.

From Commodore Barney's statements it would sppear that
none of the troops of the second line performed any service
except those under his command, uSut the light brigade of the
eneasy, in advancing through the defile near the bridge over the
ravine, came within range of reter's battery, which opened a
cross fire upon thew with considerable effect. After the firet
discharge from Barney's battery, the British eighty-fifth regi-
ment was thrown out on ite right with a view to carry the left
flank of that btuttery; and having sdvaenced within range of Magru-
der's regiment, met a reception which caused it to retrograde;
and crossing the road in open order, it united with the fourth,
which had deployed on the left on the margin of the ravine, coming
in conflict there with Kramer's coumand, which, after a spirited
resistance, fell back to the rignht of the line. The Subaltern in
America speaks particularly of the severity of the fire from svery
part of the American line commanding the defile until the rigat
of the line was flanked. TIhe loss sustasined here by the british,
as well from the murderous discharge of grape from Barney's battery,
which mowed down whole companies, as from tie cross fire of
Peter's battery and the discharge of musketry, exceeded, according
to the accounis of the Britisnh officers who were present, that
of any battle in which they had ever been engaged, cenaidorins
the numbvers of the contending forces.

ln the mean time, the right wing of the Eritish, under Col-
ounel Lrook, was approachiung the left of reter's battery, which,
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for want of sufficient support, wust soon have besn carried. A
this crisis, General Winder, who had been vainly endeavoring to
arrest or direct the flight of hie first line, arrived upon the
ground, and perceiving his right flank in the act of being turned,
and his left nearly in the same prediceament, gave orders for the
line to retreat. The manner in which the order was executed by
General Smith we shall state in nis own words:

"The order to retreat was executed by regiments and corps
as they had been formed, and with as wuch order as the nature of
the case would permit., The first and second regiments nalted
and formed, after retreating five or six hundred paces, but were
again ordered by General Winder to retire. At this moment I
fell in with General winder, and, after a short conference with
him, was directed %o wove on, and collect the trocps, and prepare
to make a stand on the heights westward of the turnpike yate. This
was done as fast as the troops came up. A front vas again presented
toward the enemy, consisting principally of the troops of this
District, a part of those who had bee¢n attached to thea in the
action, and a Virginia regiment of about four hundred men, under
Colonel Kiner, which met us at this place. While the line was
yet forming, 1 received orders from Genersl Winder to fall back
to the Capitol, and there form for battle., 1 took the liberty of
suggesting my impression of the preferable situation we then
occupied; but, expecting that he might be joined there by some of
his dispersed troops of the front line, he chose to meke the stand
there. Approaching the Capitol, I halted the troops, and requested
his orders as to the formation of the line. We found no suxiliaries
there. He then conferred for a few woments with General Armstrong,
who was & short distance from us, and then gave orders that the
whole should retreat turough Washington and GCeorgetown. 1t is
impoeeible to do justice to the anguish evinced by the troops of
Washington and Georgetown vn the receiving of this order. The
idea of leaving their families, their houses, and their homes at
the mercy of an enraged enemy was insupportable, To preserve that
order which was maintained during the retrest was now no longer
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practicable."

We can add our own testimony, as au eye-witness, to General
Smith's statement of the e¢ffect which the final order to retreat
had upon the troops under his command. Some shed tears, others
uttered iusprecations, and all evinced the utmost astonishment and
indignation; for it was iumpossible for them to comprehend why
troops who were willing to risk an encounter with the enesy should
be denied the opportunity.

The official dispatch of Ceneral Hoss states that the number
of his killed on the 24th was 56, and wounded 185, including
officers and men, but his reel loss wes wore than double that num-
ber. Dr. (Catlett, General Winder's staflf-surgeon, who was permitted
by the enemy to proceed to Bladensbury on the day after the battle
to attend to some of our wounded, states thet one of the British
surgeons there informed hiw that they had that day buried about
one hundred of their men on the field; and, after the retreat of
the Sritish, fifty or eixty were found and buried by our own men.
Their wounded Catlett estimates at "three or four hundred, besides
forty or fifty left in this city."

The loss on our side was 26 killed and 51 woundaed.







John Pendleton Kennedy ,.
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We marched on Sunday, the twenty-first---our regiment,
the Fifth---accompanied by a battalion of riflemen, commanded
by William Pinkney, then recently returned from England,
where he had been our minister for several years, and now,
at the date of this campaign, Attorney General of the United
States. We had also with us a company of artillery, commanded
by Richard Megruder, another member of the bar, and a small
corps of cavalry from the Baltimore Light Dragoons¥*---Harry
Thompson's company---the detachment being under the command
of Lieutenant Jacob Hollingsworth.

A portion of Sterett Ridgeley's Hussars were also in
the detachment. These were all volunteers of the city. My
father was a member of Hollingsworth's command, and, with John
Brown, an old schooluate of mine, and three or four privates

of the corps, served as videttes to our brigade.

1t was a day of glorious anticipation, that Sunday morn-
ing; when, with all the glitter of a dress parade, we set
forth on our march. As we moved through the streets, the
pavements were crowded with anxious spectators; the windows
were filled with women; friends were rushing to the ranks to
bid us good-bye-—-many exhorting us to be of good cheer and
do our duty; handkerchiefs were waving from the fair hands at
the windows---some few of the softer sex weeping as they
waved adieux to husbands and brothers; the populace were
cheering and huzzashing at every corner, as we hurried along
in brisk step to familiar music, with banners fluttering in
the wind and bayonets flashing in the sun. What a scene it

wes, and what a proud actor 1 was in it! 1 was in the ecstacy
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of a vision of glory, stuffed with any quantity of romance.
This was a real army marching to a real war. The eneny,

we knew, was in full career, and we had the certainty of
meeting him in a few days. Unlike our customary parades, our
march now had all the equipments of a campaign. Qur wagon-
train was on the road; our cartridge-boxes were filled; we

had our crowd of camp servants and followers. OQfficers rode
backward and forward along the flanks of the column, with a
peculiar air of urgent business, as if it required everything
to be done in a gallop---the invariable form in which military
conceit shows itself in the first movements towards a campaign.
The young officers wish to attract attention, and so seem to
be always on the most important messages. As for me---not

yet nineteen-—-1 was too full of the exultation of the time

to think of myself---all my fervor was spent in admiration

of this glittering army.

'1t were worth ten years of peaceful life
One glance at their array.'

I thought of these verses, and they spoke of my delight.
It was not long before we were outside of the town, in full
career on the Washington road. 1t was afternoon in warm Aug-
ust weather when we started. By sundown we reached Elk
Ridge Landing, and there turned in upon the flat meadow
ground that lies under the hills upon the further bank of the
Patapsco, to pitch our tents for the night. Camp-kettles
were served out to us and our rations of pork and hard
bread. We formed our messes that evening, and mine, consis-
ting of six members, who were consigned to one tent, was made
up of pleasant companions. This was all new to us, and very
amusing. The company consisted of gentlemen of good condition
and accustomed to luxurious life, and the idea of a supper

of fat pork and hard biscuit was a pleasant absurdity which
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we treated as a matter of laughter. We had our own stores
in the wagon to rely upon when we could get at them, and a
short, active negro man as a servant for the mess, whom we
took into service that evening from the crowd of stragglers
who followed the column of march., The first care after getting
our tent up was to hold a consultation about our domesfic
affairs, and it was then resolved that two of us should in
turn serve as house-keeper, successively from week to week.
The choice to-day fell upon Ned Schroeder and myself. We
were to attend at the giving out of the rations and then to
cook them. The mess was not likely to grow fat under our
administration. Upon repairing to the quartermaster for our
supplies, we were given a piece of pork of five or six pounds,
a new camp-kettle, and a quantity of hard biscuit. Ned and
1 had a consultation upon the process of the cooking, the
result of which was that we determined to put our pork in
the kettle, to fill this with water to the brim, and then to
set it over a brisk fire for two hours; so we set about it.
To make the fire we resolved to signalize our service by
that soldierly act which is looked upon as a prescriptive
right---the robbing of the nearest fence of as many rails

as suited our purpose---which we did like veterans, satisfy-
ing our conscience with the reflection that some time or
other, perhaps, Congress would pay for the damage. We got
up a megnificent flame, and by olacing our kettle on a support
of stones in its midst, we made sure that the cooking would
soon become a happy success. This being done, we sauntered
off to look at the evening parade, from which our culinary
labors gave us exemption. In less than an hour we lounged
back to take a view of the kettle. There it was, buried in
a little mound of hot coals, the water all boiled out, and
the iron rea hot. In the bottom of this lurid pot we dis-
covered a black mess which seemed to be reduced to a stratum

of something resembling a compound of black soap in a semi-
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liquid state, and on drawing the kettle out of the fire, and
cooling it as quickly as we could, by setting it in water,

we came to the perception that our supper, or at least as
much of it as we had cooked, was a compost of charred bones,
and a deposit of black fat, &he whole plated over with the
scales of iron which the heat had brought off in flakes from
the kettle. Our comrades of the mess gathered around this
ruin with amused interest, and we were voted a diploma for
our admirable experiment in the art of dressing pork. We

had found our company's wagon by the time this experiment was
so finely concluded, and, with the help of Elijah, or Lige---
as our servant was called---found a very good resource for
supper without the aid of the pork. We had coffee and
chocolate, good bréad and ham in asbundance. The night was
chilly, and 1 had come away without a blanket, trusting to

a great coat which I thought would be sufficient for a summer
campaign. Luckily, my father came along by our quarters,

and perceiving my condition,went out and supplied my need by
a contribution from a friend in the neighborhood. At the
regulation hour, the members of the mess who were not detailed
for guard duty---some four of us---crept into our tent, and
arranging our blankets into a soft bed, laid down and fell
into a hearty sleep which was only broken by the reveille

the next morning. This was my first night of a regular cam-
paign. The next day we marched from the Landing to Vansville,
about twenty miles---halting an hour or so at Waterloo, then
KcCoy's rTavern, where we got our diuner---I mean my comrades
and myself, having no nced and not very willing to try another
experiment in cooking for ourselves. The day was hot and
portions of the road in deep sand. It was a great trial.

We were in winter cloth uniform, with a most absurd helmet

of thick jacked leather and covered with plumes. We carried,
besides, a knapsack, in which---in wy own case---1 had packed

a great coat, my newly acquired blanket, two or three shirts,
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stockings, etc. Among these articles I had also put a pair
of pumps, which I had provided with the idea, that, after

we had beaten the British army and saved Washington, Mr.
Madison would very likely invite us to a ball at the White
House, and I wanted to be ready for it. The knapsacks must
have weighed at least ten pounds. Then there was a Harper's
Ferry musket of fourteen pounds. Take our burden altogether,
and we could not have been tramping over those sandy roads,
under the broiling sun of August, with less than thirty
pounds of weight upon us. DBul we bore it splendidly, toiling
and sweating in a dense cloud of dust, drinking the muddy
water of the little brooks which our passage over them dis-
turbed, and taking all the discomforts of this rough experience
with a cheerful heart and a stout resolve. We joked with our
afflictions, laughed at each other, and sang in the worst

of time. The United Volunteers was the finest company in

the regiment, about one hundred strong when in full array,
but now counting eighty effective men. These were the elite
of the city---several of them gentlemen of large fortunes.
William Gilmor was one of them---a merchant of high standing;
Meredith, who had so long been among the most distinguished
at the bar, was another. It was what is called the crack
company of the city, and composed of a class of men who are
not generally supposed to be the best to endure fatigue, and
yet there was no body of men in all the troops of Baltimore
who were more ready for all service, more persistent in meeting
and accomplishing the severest duty. To me personally labor
and fatigue were nothing. I was inured to both by self-
discipline, and I had come to a philosophic conviction that
both were essential to all enjoyments of life, and beside
this bit of philosophy, 1 was lured by the romance of our

enterprise into an oblivion of its hardships.
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The second day brought us to Vansville, by the way, a
town consisting of one house, on the top of a hill,where
stage-passengers stopped for a change of horses on the road
to Washington; and at early dawn the next day---Tuesday morn-
ing, the 22d of August---vwe resumed the road, and reached
Bladensburg about five in the afternoon, having marched very
slowly, with many halts during the day, waiting for orders
from the commander-in-chief. Reports were coming to us
every moment of the movements of the enemy. They had passed
Marlborough, and were marching on Washington, but whether
they were on the direct road to the city, or were coming
by Bladensburg, was uncertain. (ur movements depended some-
what upon them. General Winder, who commanded the army imme-
diately in front of the enem;,, and was retiring slowly before
him, was advised of our march, and was sending frequent in-
structions to our commander. Of course we in the ranks knew
nothing of these high matters. All that we could hear were
the flying rumors of the hour, which were stirring enough.
One of Winder's videttes had come to us. He had a great story
~to tell. He was carrying orders to Stansbury, who was ahead
of us, and fell in with a party of British dragoons, from
whom he fled at speed for his life. The country in Prince
George is full of gates; the highroads often lie through cul-
tivated field, without side fences to guard them, and every
field is entered through a gate which is always old and rickety,
and swings to after your horse with a rapid sweep and a bang
that threatens to take off his tail. One vidette, a Mr.
Floyd, known to us in Baltimore, tola us he had been pursued
several miles by four of these dragoons. He reported that
the British army had a corps of cavalry with them, and that
being splendidly mounted, as we saw he was, and having General
Winder's servant with him also mounted on a fleet horse, to
open and hold open the gates for him,, he had escaped and had
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got up to us. This was all true as he told it, except that
he was mistaken, as we found out the next day when we joined
Winder, in one important particular, and that was, that his
pursuers were not British dragoons, but four members of the
Georgetown cavalry who fell into the seame mistake. They
supposed him a British dragoon, straggling from his corps,
and gave him chase, feeling very sure from the direction they
had pressed him to take, that they must soon drive him into
our hands. It was only because they could not keep up with
him that they failed to witness that happy denouement. This
report of cavalry in the enewy's army, of course, furnished
us, as green soldiers, with much occasion for remark and re-
flection. We had a plezsant evening in camp near Bladensburg.
Qur tents were pitched on the slope of the hill above the
town on the eastern side of the river. Stansbury's brigade
of drafted militia were there, and Winder, with the rest of
the army, which altogether perhaps counted nine thousand men,
was not far off. He was falling back before the march of the
enemy, who could not have been more than ten or twelve miles
off.

The afternoon towards sunset was mild and pleasant, and
we had leisure to refresh ourselves by a bath in the Eastern
Branch. OQur camp was supplied with every comfort, and we
did not depend upon the United States for our supper, for
Lige was sent out to forage, with money to purchase what we
wanted. He returned about dark with a pair of chickens and
a. handful of tallow candles, which seemed to be an odd com-
bination; and upon being interrogated by me what it meant,
he said he found them under the flap of = tent in Stansbury's
brigadé, and being perfectly sure they were stolen, he thought
he would restore them to their proper owners. The stealing
was probable enough, and we therefore had little scruple in

gonsigning the fowls to Lige's attentions in the kitchen, and
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finding ourselves with an extra supply of candles, we indulged
the luxury of lighting some three or four, which, being

fitted into the band of a bayonet with the point stuck in the

ground, gave an unusual splendor to the interior of our tent.

The keg in which we kept our uiscuit---Jemison's best crackers—---
made the support of our table---a board picked from some
neighboring house, and here we enjoyed our ease, and ham,
chicken and coffee.

Ky feet were swollen and sore from my day's march in boots,
such as none but a green soldier would ever have put on; so
for my comfort, 1 had taken them off, and substituted my neat
pair of pumps from the pocket of my knapsack, and in this
easy enjoyment of rest and good fellowship, we smoked our
cigars and talked about the battle of to-morrow until the
hour when the order of the camp ovliged us to extinguish our
lights and 'turn in.'

1 was too much ex@éited by the novelty and attraction of
my position and by the talk of my comrades in the tent, to
get asleep much before midnight. About an hour after this---
one o'clock---we were aroused by the scattered shots of our
pickets, some four or five in succession, in the direction of
the Marlborough road, and by the rapid beating of the long
roll from every drum in the camp. Every one believed that
the enemy was upon us, and there was consequently an immense
bustle in getting ready to meet him. We struck a light to
be able to find our coats, accoutrements, etc., but in a
moment it was stolen away by some neighbor who came to borrow
it only for a moment to light his own candle, and in the con-
fusion forgot to return it. This gave rise to some ludicrous
distresses. Some got the wrong boots, others a coat that

didn 't fit, some could not find their cross-belts. There
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was no time allowed to rectify these mistakes. I, luckily
was all right, except that I sallied out in my pumps. We
were formed in line and marched off towards the front, per-
haps a mile, and when we came to a halt, we were soon ordered
to march back again to camp.

What wes the cause of this sudden excursion and quick
abandonment of it I never learned. DBut it was evident that
there was a false alarm. On our return march our atténtion
was called to the sudden reddening of the sky in the direction
of the lower bridge of the Eastern Branch, by which the
river road from Marlborough crossed to Washington. The sky
became more lurid every moment, and at last we could discern
the flames. A despatch which reached us when we got back
to camp, and had just laid down again to sleep, brought us
information that Winder nad crossed the bridge and then burnt
it to impede the march of the enemy, who, in consequence,
was forced to direct his march upon the EBladensburg road.
Winder himself was en route to join us, and we were ordered
forthwith to break up our camp and march towards Washington.
Here was new excitement---everything was gathered up in a few
moments. All our baggage was tossed into our regimental
wagon---knapsacks, provisions, blankets, everything but our
arms. Among them went my boots. The tents were struck and
packed away with the speed of the shifting of a scene upon
the stage, and in half an hour from the time of receiving
the order we were in full column of march upon the road.
Descending into the village we crossed the bridge and moved
toward Washington; but after making about two miles at a very
slow pace, we found ourselves brought to a halt, and after
this we loitered, as slow as foot could fzll, along the road,
manifestly expecting some order that should turn us back
towards the village we had left. What a march that was!

I never was so sleepy in my life. We had been too much
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exhilarated in the early part of the night to feel the fatigue
of our day's march, but now that fatigue returned upon me
with doutle force. 1t was but an hour or two before day-—-—
that hour when the want of sleep presses most heavily upon
all animels that go abroad by day. Nothing could keep us
awake. I slept as I walked. At every halt of a2 moment whole-
platoons laid down in the dusty road and slept till the
officers gave the word to move on. How very weary 1 felt!

The burning of the bridge lighted up the whole southern sky,
but it had no power to attract our gaze. At length when we
had reached a hill some three miles on our route, we were
marched into a stubble field and told we might rest until
daylight. Here we threw ourselves upon the ground without
any covering, exposed to the heavy‘dew which moistened the
earth and hung upon the stubble, and slept. Mine was the sleep
of Endymion. When I awoke I was lying on my back with the

hot sun of a summer morning beaming upon my face. OQur orders
were to march back to Bladensburg. Soon we had the famous
'trial of souls'---the battle of Bladensburg. The drafted
militia ran away at the first fire, and the 5th regiment

was driven off the field with the bayonet. We made a fine
scamper of it. 1 lost wy musket in the melee while bearing
off a comrade, James W. licCulloch, afterwards the cashier of
the Branch Bank of the United States in Baltimore, whose leg
was broken by a bullet. The day was very hot, and the weight
of my wounded companion great, and not being able to carry
both, 1 gafe my musket to a friend who accompanied me, and

he, afterwards being wounded himself, dropped his own weapon

as well as mine."™




Unpublished correspondence of Henry Fulford¥ dated Baltimore,
Aug. 26, 1814.

. * Henry Fulford, Baltimore volunteer and member of the Independent
Company.
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"On Wednesday last at twelve o'clock the British attacked
our army in a large field at Bladensburg where we had been
drawn up in line for a considerable time to receive them.

A stream of water passes through the town where the enemy
entered on the opposite side from where we were posted. We
had two companies of Baltimore artillery, commanded by
Captains Magruder and lMyers, placed a long way in front of
our line of infantry, so as to rake the enemy as they passed
over the bridge. The fire I think, must have been dreadfully
galling, but they took no notice of it; their men moved
like clock-work; the instent a part of a platoon was cut
down it was filled up by the men in the rear without the
least noise and confusion whatever, so as to present always
a s0lid column to the mouths of our cannon; they advanced
so fast that our artillery had to give way and fall back
upon our line, where they commenced again and fired for a
short time, when the 5th regiment was ordered to advance

on the enemy and fire, which was obeyed and kept up for =
considerable time. The British force was greatly superior
in numbers to ours. It is my opinion that not one third

of their army came into action at all; any further than by
amusing themselves by throwing Congreve rockets at us.

They were so strong that we had to give way. 1 think if we
had remained ten minutes longer they would have either
killed or taken the whole of us.

When the retreat was ordered, I shaped wy course for a
woods in the rear, where I .intended to lay down and rest,

being almost fatigued to death, but the bullets and grape
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shot flew like hailstones about me and I was compelled to

make headway for a swamp where I remeained until 1 had strength
sufficient to get to a little farm house where I was hospitably
received and got refreshed. 1 started from this house about
nine o'clock at night with a guide through woods and by-

paths about five miles to Ross's Tavern, where 1 spent the
remainder of the night. A part of the British force proceeded
directly to Washington, which place they took possession

of, destroyed everything in the Navy Yard, the Capitol and

all other public buildings. They will be here in a few

days and we have no force that can face them. I think the

only way to save the town and state will be to capitulate.”




