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f 1 British Adnirelty Archives; Aduiral
| \ Coclburn’s Plan in Letter Book, 1813-1814

(W “On the second of June the British 74~gun ship Royel Qak, Rear-Aduirel
Pulteney Malcolm, Captain Edwerd Dix, accompanied by three frigates, three
sloops, two bomb-vessels, five ships arwed gn flute, and three trensports
having on board @ body of troops under Major-General Ross, esiled from
Verdon road at the mouth of the Gironds, (On the tenty~fourth of July the
squadron arrived at Bermuds, and there joined im; in. the-80sgun ehip Tennant.
On the second of August, having received on board the Jonnent Major-Genere
Ross and his staff, | sailed, in conpany with the 3-gun frigate Euryalus,
Captain Charles Nepier, for Chesapeake Bay; and on the fourteenth of August
arvived, and joined the Albign, iinder my comsind, off the mouth of the Potossc,
On the next day Major-General Ross, accompenied by me, went on shore to

reconnoitre.

O My knowledge of the country, as well as the plan adopted to prevent
surprise, enabled us to penetrate further than would otherwise have been
prudent. In my frequent walks through the country he invariably moved
forward between two parties of marines, ocoupying in open order the woods
by the roadside. Each marine miodahnl-.hhu.duq'iuﬁl. in
case of casual separetion, or the appearance of an esemy. [t was during the
excursion with General Ross, that | suggested the facility of an attack
upon the City of Washington; and General Ross determined, as soon as the
troops should arrive from Bermuda, to mefie the attempt,

On the seventeenth of August, Rear-Adniral Malcolm arrived with the
m,‘mdkind-offﬁumﬂaofﬁum and the whole proceeded
to the Patuient, situated about twenty miles further up the bay. In the

o meantime Captsin James Alexander Gordon, of the 38-gun frigate Seshorse, with




some vessels of the squadron, had been detached up the Potomac, to bombard
Fort Washington, situated on the left bank of that river, about fourteen
miles below the federal city; end Captain Sir Peter Parker, with the 38-gun
frigate Meneleus, had been sent wp the Chesepeske, above Baltimore, to create
a diversion in that quarter, The direct route to Washington, from the wouth
ofﬁnm.mmﬂ\triw,Mflﬁy-llubMTm: thence,
overland by the village of Piscateway, thirty-two miles, to the lower bridge
across the eastern branch of the Potomac; but, 8s no doubt could be entertained
that this bridge, which was half @ mile long, end had & draw at the west

end, would be defended as well by a body of troops, as by @ heavy sioop~
of-war and an ermed schooner, known to be in the river, a preference was given
to the route up the Patuxent, and by Bladensburg; where the eastern brench,
in case of the bridge at that spot being destroyed, could be easily forded.

Commodore Barmey’s gun-bosts were still lying in the Patusent. An
immediate attespt against this flotilla offered two advantages; one, in
its capture or destruction; the other, as & pretext for ascending the Patuxent,
with the troops cestined for the attack of the federal city. Part of the
ships, having advenced @s high wp the river as the depth of the water would
allow, disembarked the troops, about four thousand in number, on the I19th
and 20th of August, at Benedict, @ emall town about fifty miles southeast of
Washington. On the 20th, in the evening, Admirel Cockbum, taking with him
the arwed bosts and tenders of the fleet, having on board the marines
under Major Robyns, and the marine-artillery under (aptain James H, Harrison,
proceeded up the river, to attack Commodore Bamey’s flotilla; and to mpply
with provisions, end, if necessary, afford protection to the amy as it
ascended the right bank, The boats and tenders were separated into three
divisions, The first division was commanded by Captains Thomas Ball Sulliven
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end Willien Stanhope Badoock, the sscond, by Capteins Rowlend Money and
Jomms Somrvell, and the third, by Captein Robert Ressay; and the whole wss
under the superintendence end imediate management of Captain John Wainwight,
of the Tonpant. The frigates Severn and fbrus, Captaine Jossph Nourse and
Edmnd Palmer, sccorpenied by the brig-sloop Nanly, Ceptain Vincent Newton,
had been also directsd to follow the boats wp the river es far es might be

On apening the reach about Pig Foint, 1, who hed just befors been joined
by Captaine Nourse and Palesr with the bosts of their two frigates, which they
could get no higher then Benedict, discovered Commadors Bermey’s broad
pennant in the headwost vessel, & large sloop, and the resainder of the
flotilla extending in @ long line astern of her, The British boats now
advanced as repidly as possible, but on nearing the flotilla, the sloop
MM&MWthhm_fin, and scon afterwards
blew up; as did fifteen out of the sixtesn remsin jng gun-bosts,”
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By August twenty-fourth, the British forces under Ross and Cockburn
had moved up the Patuxent, had forced Barney to bum his flotilla, and
had advanced toward the capital. On the afternoon of that day they
&Md the Americans under General Winder and Commodore Barney at
Bladensburg, and in the evening entered Washington, Twenty-four hours
later, having bumt the Capitol, the Executive Mension, and the depart-
ment buildings, they withdrew from the city and returned to the Patux-
ent. On the twenty-fourth scon after the Americans were defeated
at Bladensburg, President Madison, Secretary of the Navy Jones, and
several other leading officials of the government fled up the Potomac

and tor several days remained in hiding.

While Jones was seeking his safety in the countryside, Rodgers, who
was temporarily left without orders, found employment in Baltimore, where
he arrived on the twenty-fifth, The Baltimoreans were panic stricken,
believing that their city was doomed to suffer the fate that had befallen
Washington. The opportune arrival of the commodore incited their courage,
and the energetic measures of defense that he at once toock restored their
confidence. Rodgers united his command with Porter’s and with that of
a small flotilla on the Patapsco, and organized the combined forces, consis-
ting of upwards of a thousand sailors and marines, into a brigade, which
he divided into two regiments, placing one under Commodore Porter and the
other under Commodore 0. H. Perry (the latter being stationed at Baltimore
to superintend the construction of the frigate "java”). He also conferred
with General Winder and planned to cooperate with him in defending the city.
The commodore ’s work at Baltimore was his first experience in soldiering,
Its comical aspect did not escape him. “If you were to see what a figure
| cut with spurs on,” he wrote to Mrs. Rodgers, “accompanied by my aides
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and gig-men on horseback, you’d split your sides a laughing.”

Smcﬂwﬂumﬁmofﬂnmyofﬂnmvyto.ﬂuhim,
the enemy gave the capital a second scare, this time approaching lit
by way of the Potomac. On August twenty-seventh, a small British squa-
dron, consisting of two frigates and Five smaller vessels, under the
command of Captain James A. Gordon, reached Fort Washington, a defense
tweive miles below the capital on the Potomac. The oﬂ‘ieﬂ-. in command
of the forst abandoned it without meking any resistance, and Gu-dm
proceeded to Alexandria (seven miles from the seat of government),
which place, together with twenty-one vessels and a large quantity of
stores, fell inti his hands on August twenty-ninth. Gordon remained
here three days loading his ships with the captured booty. On receiving
orders to join his adniral, he set sail down the river, but was detained
by adverse winds near Fort Washington,

Gordon’s movements greatly alarmed the secretary of the navy, and
caused him to take measures for the defense of the capital, fearing that
the enemy again had designs on it. On August twenty-ninth, he ordered
Rodgers to proceed to Bladensburg from Baltimore with six hundred fifty
picked seamen and marines. Already, on the day previous, the commodore
had ordered Porter to march to Washington with one hundred seamen, “more
with a view to guard the executive than any thing else.” Por'hor arrived
at the capital on the thirtieth; and Rodgers, accompanied by Perry,
at Bladensburg on the next day. On the afternoon of the thirty-first,
ﬂnm-\dﬁnmyofthmwmnwww
agreed on a plan for harassing the retreating enemy. Each of the three
commodores was assigned special duties. Porurmtodi-p\h Gordon’s
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passage by means of some batteries which he was ordered to erect a few
miles below Mount Vernon, on the Virginia side of the Potomac, at a
place called White House; Perry was to operate against the enemy from
Indian Head, Maryland, some ten miles below White House; and Rodgers
was to annoy the retreating fleet in the rear with fire-ships.

It should be said by way of explanation that fire-ships were made
by loading old hulls with inflammables, and were designed to set fire to
vessels by direct contact with them. Rodgers improvised his means of
destruction at the Washington navy-yard. On the morning of September
third he proceeded down the Potomac in his gig, closely followed by
his miniature fleet consisting of three fire-ships and four barges,
The latter were manned by about sixty seamen, armed with muskets, The
principal officers accompanying the expedition were Lieutenants Newcomb
and Forrest, Sailing-master Ramage, and Master’s Mate Stockton., At
Alexandria, finding no colors displayed, with the exception of a Swedish
ensign on board a schooner, Rodgers ordered the American flag to be hoisted.
When within half a mile of the enemy, who was discovered at anchor near
Fort Washington, the fire-ships were ignited and set adrift, They floated
down stream towards the British fleet., But owing to the failure of the
wind and the prompt efforts of the enemy’s rowboats, which met the fire-~
ships and towed them away from the fleet, they did no damage, Several of
the rowboats pursued Rodgers’s barges and forced them to retreat up the
Potomac. On reaching Alexandrias, the commodore took possession of the
town, and made preparations for its defense by mounting some cannon on
the wharf and by organizing a company composed of his sailors and a detach-
ment of Virginia militia. As Gordon had left behind him a considerable
quant ity of stores ready to be shipped, it was feared that he might return
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to the city.

Q.nthfo.\rth. Rmoordw.d Lieutenant Newcomb to proceed down
the river with a flotilla, mhting of four btrsu and @ lldxhr,
mdltuekabnub-d\ipofthumyﬁut luynur Fort&dtlng&m On
approaching the bouh-ahip, Newcomb discovered that a British frigate wes
anchored close by, and he was compelled to abandon the acpoditian. After
reconnoitering the British vessels for some time, he took & position on
the Meryland side of the river, hauled the bengss on shore, anchored the
lighter, and stationsd the bargemen on & high cliff, At 11 pus., he wes
sttacked by several of the enemy’s boats, and after engaging them for
lboutﬂnatynlmﬁlformdthmtnmim. On the morning of the fifth
the barges again approached the British fleet, which was then retreating
down the river, and set ndfiﬂ': another fire-ship; but, as on the previous
contnion, U sasey v8s ot armdd and his baskd foreed the Mavess 4
retreat. This incident ended the commodére’s operations on the Potomac.

Porter’s forces comprised a detachment of sailors and marines and some
volunteer companies of militia, For several days his batteries exchanged
shots with some of the vessels of the enemy that were in advance of the
main fleet, On September fifth, when Gordon, taking advantage of a
fmnblcwind,mputﬁuiu!bm,hrmmdﬂnmfwm
than an hour before the heavy guns of the two British frigates compelled
him to abandon his batteries. Porter lost twenty-nine men, killed or
wounded; the loss of Gordon was probably about the same, On the evening
of the fifth, Commodore Perry at Indian Head engaged the British ships
for an hour, at the end of which time he retired, having one man wounded,
The total loss of the enemy during his movement down the Potomac was seven
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killed and thirty-five wounded.

" While these events were taking place on the Potomac, the fleet
under Cochrane wes prepiring to move up the Cheaspeske and attack Bal-'
timore, On September third, Secretary Jones, becoming anxious for the
safety of that city, Mmtomvditdtm,iim f
his immediate presence there was necessary to forward the preparations
for its defense and animate its citizens, "who,” Jones wrote, “rely
-mwmﬂmmmmielm«mmmwnﬁ
individual influence, skill, and industry.” A division of the commodore’s
comand left straightvay for the Patapsco, and it was soon Followsd by the
remaining divisions and by the detachments of Porter and Perry. The
fol lowing note taken from the National Intelligencer describes the de-
parture of Porter and his men from the capital on the evening of Septem-
ber sixth: “"Fourteen wagons-full of our noble seamen, the first sur-
mountéd with the well-known standard of ‘Free Trade and Sailors’ Rights,’
the whole preceded by the Hero of Valparaiso and cheered by their boat-
swain’s whistle, passed through this city on their way to Baltimore

Tuesday evening.”

On Rodgers’s arrival at Baltimore he again assumed command of the
seamen and marines that were assembled for the defense of the city,
cooperating with General Samuel Smith, the commander of the militia,
Mayor George Armistead, the commander of Fort McHenry, and the Baltimore
Committee of Vigilance and Safety. Through the commodore’s efforts the
channel of the Patapsco on both sides of Fort McHenry was obstructed
by the sinking of old hulks, For a week before the arrival of the Brit-
ish he worked indsfatigably, building breastworks, planting batteries,




Pe 290-1

and drilling seamen., He spent much time on horseback visiting his
widely separated commands., His aides were Master’s Mate R.F. Stockton,

~ who later becam distinguished for his opertions on the Californie
coast in the war with Mexico, and & Mr, Allen, a brother of Captain ¥,

H. Allen who was killed in the action between the "Argus” and "Pelican;
ud his primlptl officers were Master-commandant ﬂnbw-t T. Spence, Lieu-
m Thouss Quuble, Solovan Rutter, Hanwy S, Negueb, Selamwn Frazier,
end Josoph L, K (of the sarines), -.ds.mmum and
Rodwen, Porter returned to New York woon after his arrival in Baltimore,
and Perry owing to ilhn-didnutmiw.m

Rodgers’s &ilan, though fearless, and eager for a ﬂﬁt, WEre
mMmﬁnlr land-legs. Each day they were put through a
series of military maneuvers, an exercise whose humorous incidents they
greatly enjoyed. An observer of one of their drills relates that the
comanding officer had much difficulty in preventing his ranks from
erinkling into half-moons. In conformity with sea practics, the sailors
would reply audibly to their orders., “"Attention!” the officer would
exclaim. "Aye, aye, sir,” came from every man, That the order “to
charge” might be understood by his sailors, the officer explained that
it was the same as “to board,” “Here they were at home. Their eyes
glistened. Every fellow gathered up his sinews to his utmost strength
and waited with profound silence for the word, It was given, and on they
came with fearful impetucsity, every one striving to get foremost, It
happened that a horse and cart was in the way. Several of the spectators
had retreated behind it. But the sailors came jumping over it like
squirrels, and dashing among them, made them fly off at full speed to
the great delight of the seamen and admist peals of laughter from all
that were looking on. Never, perhaps, since time began was there a




mcﬂ'iclmtbodyofmﬂmthw,um. Nor did ltm
pouibhthituniimﬂwmldhﬂm*“um&nmmw
a ship. Mnn!dim.mwtlnmﬂtthmmwc\da
mlﬁﬂtmteimhdmm.thoymﬂnw-\dmwﬁt
of follows thet ever were collocted together.”

Biltinore I8 most accessible from the Chesspeske by say of either
Patapsco Neck or the Patapsco River, MMGS'IWW#
land, sbout Fifteen miles long, lying between the Patapsco and Back
Rivers. mmmaimlmtomwwmmk.wm{
tends from the city upward the bay in an east-southeasterly direction. The
mpvtefﬂnriwmiahﬁamﬁmmdo&wﬂmw.,a”d,
romctiwly,ﬂnﬂninmdﬁ-l'mm Mmih&mﬁm-ilﬂ
and @ half from the center of the city, On the apex of land formed by
their confluence is situasted Fort McHenry, the chief defense of the
harbor, In Septesber, 1814, the fort was cccupied by about one thousand
men, under the comand of Major Georgs Armistead, of the United States
Avtillery. The city of Baltimore lay at the head of the Basin. The prine
cipal land defenses, consisting of intrenchments, redoubts, and batteries,
were hastily constructed on the hills about a mile to the eastward of the
city, and wers designed to stop the enesy advancing by say of Pebmpsco
Neck,

‘mmMJWeg‘vsfmliMmﬁnm.
A fleet of tuelve small naval craft, manned by MMW sixty
men and commanded by Lieubenant Rutter, guanded the entrance to the Basin,
East of Fort Mcllenry, on the opposite side of the Basin, at a place
called the lazaretto, there was a battery in charge of Lieutenant Frazier.
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n-m-umyefa-mtmww&mmm.

A mile to the rear of the fort, at the head of the Ferry Branch, were
Forts Covingbon and Babesek, which formed the second 'l:u_oquﬁ-
for the harbor, They were commanded, respectively, by Lieutenant New-
coub and Sailing-master Webster, The minor part of Rodgers’s force,
consisting of about two hundred seamen and marines, manned several
batteries on Hapstesd or Loudenslager’s Hill, to the eastward of the
city. It was here that Rodgers had his headquarters, The principal -
battery, known as Rodgers’s Bastion, wes in charge of Lisvtenant Gamble.
Its site is now an historic spot in Patterson Park, hlﬁlnﬁ. The old
sarthuorks are still well presarved, and in recent years they have been
given & warlike sppearance by maumting on them some ancient m. |

On Septesber eleventh, the British fleet arrived at the mouth of
the Patapsco; and on the moming of the twelfth its commander, A;I-Ii;ll
Cochrans, having planned to attack the city simultansously by land and
water, disesbarked some four thousand men, under Gensral Ross, at North
Point on Patapsco Neck, about fourteen wiles from Baltimrs, Having
advanced sbout five miles, Ross encountered a division of the American
army, mumbering some thirty-two hundred men and conmanded by General
Stricker, A spirited action now took place, which resulted in the de-
feat of the Americans, though they suffered less than the British, Gene
eral Ross wes killed., His successor, Colonel Arthur Brocke, camped for
the night on the battlefield, and on the moming of the thirteenth resumed
the march toward Baltimore, Owing to the bbwtructions placed in the way
of the British aruy by the retreating Americsns, it did not come in
sight of the city until evening, Forcibly inpressed by the formidable
- defenses that wet his view, Brooke decided not to advance wntil he re-
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ceived news from the fleet, which was to support him,

- Soon after Mlmﬂhtummﬁnmimofﬂutﬁlﬁmkhiul
Cochrane sailed up the Patapsco River. M:Wofﬂnﬁﬂm.
f’lnMipM&MipM“M?«tm having
mmm-ihﬁnﬂum,whlww&ypml
frigates and sloops placed in their rear, Armistead and Frazier imme -
diately opened Fire wpon the enemy;. but, Finding that their canon balls
foll short, soon cessed Firing, In the aftermoon four of the borb-ships
mﬂ%inm,mﬂﬂahimm%lrﬂﬁ“wm
to retire, ollghtly ianiuhoofthmln. Alldw“o!!nwwt _
Mmhﬂwmﬂmﬁlmm Hcmmd»k.bw-
ever, hdnmdwwtaﬂufwt, which Iutoniyiauﬂ:ml:ht-m

‘At | aum, on the fourteenth the British sent twenty amued boats up
the Ferry Branch. As the night was excesdingly dark, about half of them
lost their way and had to return, The rest passed by Fort Mchenry without
being seen. On nearing the head of the branch, their advance was arrested
by Rodgers’s sailors at Forts Covington and Babecock, When the enemy’s
headwost vessel began firing, Lieutenant Newcomb, the commander of Fort
Covington, retumed the fire, and was soon joined by Fort Babeock, *The
darkness prevented our distinguishing his force,” Newcomb wrote in his
official report of the engagement. (see next page for entire quote)
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*The darkness prevented our distinguishing his force,” Newcomb
wrote in his official report of the engagement. “One bomb-vessel was
‘this side the Point, & schooner sbout half-way between her and Fort
Covington, and the barges (nusber unknown, throwing twelve, sighteen and
AWMMM)Mofm. Our fire was directed st the head-
- most, AMMIMM%%M when they concentrated
Mlym wmaﬂmmmirm&mﬂnmh. The
‘decided superiority of our Fire compel led thep to retreat, when they
were met by a fire from Fort McHenry, which, however:, ﬁmﬂ-m
of the night was soon discontinued,” :

(Lieutenant Newcomb, commander of Fort
- Covington)
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One of the enemy’s barges was sunk, and several men were killed,

That same morning, the British vessels, having made no impression
upon Fort McHenry and the supporting batteries, discontinued the bome
bardmen, weighed anchor, and stood down the river, On the previous night
Cochrane had commmicated to Brooke the failure of the Fleet and the
laponsibiiity of s siding the arsy, and the two coumindire deslded that
under these circumstances an attack on the land defenses was not Ffeasible.
Brooke therefore returned to North Point with his troops and embarked
them on board the vessels of the fleet. In accounting for the failure
of his expedition, Cochrane laid much stress upon the barrier of vessels
sunk by Rodgers at the mouth of the Basin, saying that, had it not been
for these obstructions, he would not have let go an anchor until he
had attenpted to pass Fort MoHenry and enter the harbor,

During the advance of the enemy, Rodgers, it would seem, remsined
at Hapstead Hill in close proximity to his batteries there, By mesns
of his aides he commnicated with his detachments on the Patapsco. For
a tim he practically directed the First regiment of Maryland militia,
which was formed in column in the rear of his batteries on the hill; and
& battalion of Pennsylvania riflemen, under Major Randall, which he
ordered on the night of the thirteanth to mirch &6 the Laswetto shd
dislodge & party of the enemy, Stockton, who sccompanied the battalion,
reported that the major and his men displayed great zeal and gallantry
in the performance of their duties, The commdore in his official letter
to the secretary of the navy describing his work at Baltimore wrote in
conpl imentary terms of all his commanding officers, praising especially
Newooub, Webster, Frazier, Rutter, Rodman, and Stockton. He said that

Commodore Perry, although indisposed and worn with fatigue, came to the
defenses at Hampstead Hill when the British were approaching and offered
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to render every assistance in his power,

_ m’.muuumuimu‘ummmm&a
clirmmdviﬂ-duhueﬂmm Mbwlnwm
by her eitisens, some of whon were wont to ascribe the pressrvation of
thair lives and homss largely to his efforts, Ners than once General
Samse! W%Whhwluimefﬂulw services rendered
wu-mmm-m. lnhlamlm'bohkmalﬁy

said,
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(Goneral Semse! Smith in his general onders)s

"It is with mﬁv satisfaction that the commanding ml seizes
w:mm.fmlanﬁ-mmumnmhm

His exertions and those of his bravo officers and seanen have contribus
tad in & very eminent degree to the safety of the city and should be
remenbered with lively emtions by every citizen.”




Pe 206-97

After the close of the war, the council of Baltimore tendered the
commodore & vote of thanks, Edltnrlhad:idmnumhinwiﬂu
conplete set of Niles's Meskly Register, “fancifully bowd in the very
best and most substantisl manner,” The leading citizens of Baltimore
W'&nlrmhﬂmofﬂamimafﬂuir follwm
_byuivlng m"m.um- mluofphh, eunhtimofflﬂ.yw
Mpl—nmmlmfmrﬁmmddo!lm. !h-miam%in
H\Ihﬁbhhmduu wwwiymmﬂlﬂ: W!nmmdm
ﬂmﬂ%ﬂnm*ﬁnﬁmﬂlaﬁ%lumww'
phuhu%iho imiptlon, 'Mhyﬁueitlm of Baltimore to
ﬁmw‘iuwlmywmlrhlwmdﬂuiwdd
Mb@fhh!ﬂﬂbdﬁﬁmﬂklﬂmmﬂnlhﬁmﬂl%#
Septenber, 1814.” It was presented to him on the third anniversary
of the bosbardesnt of Fort McHlenry and the bettle of North Point. A
brigade panaded on Hampstead Hill, and & dinner, attendsd by Rodgers and
wmmgamwanm.“mmm&mef
the Navy Robert Snith, who was chairman of the comittes charged with
ﬂnm#ﬁgiﬂ,cmelm#mm.
ﬁuwmmmmimwmmum:
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"The elegant ssrvice of plats with which the citisens of Beltimre
Mhnmmw&mmﬂahwhlﬁnﬂumh
pregent to me hulmyﬂﬂnmiu&lmﬂ%*lﬁﬁlrkmm
Hﬁnhvhqﬁlﬁhmm !nﬁ»m-dﬁircwuﬂu
12th and m-fw 1814, in mllhﬂ-WMdl
poverful British Flest and formideble British amy, is Flattaring to
qhﬂﬂMnMd’l«mbm ‘

mmmmmmyuwmmnmw
honor o eomand on that coasion did very thing In thelr powsr for the
'mwmmmmanmna-m«rumsamm
limited means would ol low, ilmetmu MMM#MMM
wmmwmm:ummmwmwmmwm
wilitia is squelly cortein, But, in receiving so flattering a testi-
monial of individusl respect, | am constrained, by @ senss of justice end
@ recol lection of the prowpt end judicious preparetions of Hajor-Gneral
Smith, on shom the chief comand devolved, @d of the gallant conduct
of the Baltirore wilitls forming the brigade of Goneral Stridwme which
et the enway in advance, edded to the lasdable 208l end determined
porsaverance of all others with whow | had the good fartune to be associ-
Mummsmuwsmmummlﬁ-n&w
the favor of the cltisns of Baltinwre rether to that petrictisn and
thoss ganere] fealings for which they have alvays besn conseicucus then
to any positive clain which the occasion clmﬂhndwlmldudc
token of thelr kindeess,”
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Son after the Beitish retreatsd from Baltimore, Rodgers, acting
under the orders of Genoral Smith, essumed command of Fort Mcllenry, as
Major Areistead was too sick to remsin longer et his post. The commadore
wes in charge of the fort for anly a few dayss---long encugh, howsver,
to perfor ane inberesting duty, the ordering of & sslute to be Fired in
“honor of Commodore Mecdonowgh’s victory on lake Chaxplain, On September
ninsteenth, Secretary Jones, fearing that the British would next sove on
Philadslphia, directed Rodgers to return at once with his seasen end
sarines to the Deleare, On the nest day he oollected his wen and begen
his mnch northuard, e arvived ot Newcastle on the twenty-thind, sfter
en sbeence from his stetion of one month,

During the rest of the fall and early winter ths commdore was eww
ployed in equipping the “OCusrrisre” and swperintending the work of the
Delaware flotille. In Decesber le purchased the brig “Promstheus,”
which was to serve s @ tender to hie ship. In Jewary, 1815, he relin-
quished the command of the Flotille, and visited his femily ot Hevre
ds Grane, expecting soon to go to sea. The ics in the Delaware,however,
deleyed his eailing. Early in February nowe of the signing of the
treaty of Gwnt arrived in the Uhited States, and the war was et an end,
Already the sscretary of the navy had the commodare in mind for an lmpor-
tant adeinistrative office in Washington, but that is another story end
telongs to the sucoseding chapter,




