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April 2, 1937

Hon. Harry W. Nice,
Governor,
Annapolis, Maryland
Your Exgellency:
I note in this morning 's "Sun" that S, B. 325 to eliminate
Maryland Day, liarch 25th, and Defender's Day, September 12th, as
state holidays was passed yesterday by the lMaryland Senate. :
I am sure that this movement does not have your sympathy,
but fearing that it might get by unnoticed, I would, on behalf of
the Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland, protest the enactment
of this bill and sincerely hope that you will veto it if it should
come to you for signature, :
Very truly yours,
JEH:AC
corY
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12, 1937

Hon. William H. Blakeman
Director of the Budget

State House

Annapolis, Maryland

Dear Blakeman;

I am inclosing in this a c‘opy of a letter to Governor Hige
protesting the enactment of S, B, 325 to eliminate Maryland Day,
liarch 25th, and Defender's Day, September 12th, as state holidays.

I hope that you will see Governor Nice and ask him, on
behalf o_r‘our patriotic societies, to veto this bill if it should
be brought to him for signature.

Very truly yours,
JEH:AC

COPY



JAMES E. HANCOCK

PRESIDENT SECRETARY

521 W. LOMBARD ST. 3 W. LOMBARD sT,

Suciety of the War of 1812
in Marpland

BALTIMORE, MD.

April 2, 1937

Hon. Harry We Nice,
E:::ﬁg;. Maryland
Your HExcellency:

~ 1 note in this morning's "Sun" that S. B 325 to eliminate
lh.rw];(ﬁd Day, Mareh 25th, and Defender's Day, September 12th, as
state holidays was passed yesterday by the Maryland Senate,

_,:"’ I am sure that this movement does not have your sympathy,
buﬁ fearing that it might get by unnotiged, I would, on behalf of
the Soolety of the War of 1812 in Maryland, protest the enactment
of ,‘h&a v,m and sincerely hope that you will veto it if it should
aond to yu for signature.

AR Very truly yours,
JEHIAC f

WM. H. PITCHER, Jr.



February 9, 1978
Hon, Penjamin 1L, Gerddn, Cheirmen
Ways and Heans ttee
House of tes
G St - p———
mtm‘n%w

mmlmum'. .
I am writ ag the nmunm‘:zmmofzmm

The State o M%iﬁ tion to the

voice opposi
pagsage ofthe above No. €676 which proposes to atolish
aryland Day (March 25th) and Defender's Day. Sentember 12th cs Legnl
Holidays in Maryland, o '

Imeﬂthstthtﬂuotmhh,mmpmuwmm

mmw«rugunamc:w ar in behalf of
the 3 y of the War of 1012 and speak in opposition to said Pill.
To eliminate Defender's Doy, as a Jtate Ho would be to cast

the remenmbrance and commemoration of Faltimore's and land's greatest

and most historic moment in the history of our Netion the
tion for the writing of our National Anthen,

Def r's m commemorates the Pattle of Paltimore on September 12

18 The tish had burmed our Nafional Capitol and our

had forced to flee, The ) Ba:mdmntoa the
muanm.mmdwu%mm t North Point end was marche
ing toward Paltimore, The Fritish fleet were assembled im the rata
Mver poised to attack Fort . zrmmmum

and controlled the route from to0 South have been controlled
by The Pritish and the Nation thereby cut in half, Citizens of Peltimore,
merchants, ortisens, laborers, bamkers, shippers, =ll dropped their work
ond moved with gun and shovel to defend the

the attaeck
both by lond e When the Sratiet Wi Sefest the
was 1 there,- over Fort Mo « The tide had been

in eur gpecond war against Pritish domination,

Is there a more appropriate and meaningful moment in the history of
. Barylond and of Bagttaon, the birthplace of our Natiomsl inthem,

To eholish Moryland (March 25th) commemorating the founding of the
State 1o to dmm m'«rufleah 3& colebration of its bérth.

?armum@mmumm-wmm



February 9, 19:’8 :

- Amnanold . lmn.aie
po 8, Haryland o 76_ |

Defenerta bey

uMmm‘mdu is hoped that H » 676 will be defeated

Respectiully,

sve/oe the State of



February 10, 1978

Richard N, Hambleton, Esq,
P, 0, Box 1746
Annapolis. Mﬂ. 21204

Ret HoB, 676 = lLegal Holida
Aﬁoiishnd e Y?T

Dear Dick,

The above Hlse Bill, No. 676 proposes to abolish "faryland Deyf
gaizg 25th und"Defenderts Day" September 12th as Legal State
olidays, '

As absurd as this may seem the bill wes introduced by Representa-
tive Jaeques and a hearing will be held on Friday, February 24th
2% 12:30 in Room 110, House of Delegates.

I hope you can come to the hearing to express opposition,

Thanks.

SVC/ae S« Venmort Chapman



.- By DONALD KIMELMAN
Annapolis Bureayu of The Sun

Annapolis—“Mr. Chairman, [ want to .

say at the oufset I have no quarrel with
state employees, historical societies,
Italian-Americans or veteran groups

With that disclaimer, Delegate Rob-
ert A. Jacques (D., Montgomery) began
his explanation of why the state should
no longer close its offices for Defender’s
Day, Maryland Day, Veterans Day and
Columbus Day.

“I'm aware of the significance of
these days,” Delegate Jacques, a former
history teacher, told the House Ways and
Means Committee yesterday. “But very
few Marylanders are all that worked up
about it.”

State employees presently take off 14
paid holidays a year in addition to their

normal vacation days. Every other year

they get an extra hollday on Election
Day.

The holidays each cost the state
about $4.1 million in lost labor, Mr.
Jacques said, and are generally not ap-
preciated by the workers who take the
day off.

“TI'd like to see all state holidays abol-
ished,” Mr. Jacques said. “We will ob-
serve every important occasioh, but we
will not close down the state for it.”

Mr. Jacques said the four holidays he
seeks to eliminate had lost their mean-
ing to most people. -

He said Veterans Day, for example,
was just a substitute for Armistice Day,
which lost its significance when it turned
ont that World War I was not “the war to
end all wars.” |

“Having Veterans Day and Memorial
Day confuses people as to the signifi-
cance of what each means,” Mr. Jacques
said, adding that more emphasis should
be placed on Memorial Day as a celebra-
tion of military valor. . . .. ,

As for Columbus Day, Mr. Jacqnes
noted that Christopher Columbus never
' made it to the American mainland on his
Iour journeys to the New World.

' Mr. Jacques’s insistence that the four
holidays should still be célebrated by
_those who care did little to allay the
fears of the holidays’ defenders, who tes-

'celebratwn

’, REE" ;{

Phelo mvrinm ucﬁndu Inc.,

The “OId Defenders” of Baltlmore in 1su are lhown as they ptlerul for their annual pnmle lnll reunion here 56 years later.

tified en masse against the bill, * ¥ %

“Defenders Day is the sreatut day in ¢ ture of the flag with 15 stars and stripes
" that inspired the writing of the Natioml’ﬂ_-

the history of Maryland,” said S. Van-
nort Chapman, representlng the Society
of the War of 1812 “It celebrates the cit-*
izen-soldier, the men who took up their
shovels and guns and defended the city

of Baltimore.” /755 «‘"“’iﬁ,‘,’m"};@

He then proceeded 46 recount the =" T feel we should keep the image of

portant battles of the War of 1812, cul-
minating with the shelling of Fort
McHenry and the routing of the British
at the Battle of North Point. J,:", /
Mary-Pailding Martin, dlrector of
the Star- -Spangled Banner Flag House,

,..,presentedthecommltteewlthamlnu

e

¥

- Anthem.  §
4 Jobhn F. McNulty, a 76-year-old for-
“mer naval officer and: veteran of two
world wars, took up the cudgeh for Vet-
erans Day. iy} g '

our country and bring it home to our

'young children growing up,” Mr. McNul-

ty, representing the American Legion.

and Maryland veterans’ groups, said. “If.
‘we don’t ‘teach them respect for the:

country, God help us.”’ i )

o BeRBeEgR
The pmsident of . the Maryland Colo-
nlnl Society offerred a defense:of Mary-
land Day, while representatives of state

. employees’ unions spoke lu Iavor of al!
f" the holidays.
.. All received sympathetlc treﬁﬁ'ﬁent

the, committée membeérs, several

 trom
ot irhoﬁi made their speeches in defense’

of patriotism and the lmportance nf
maintaining a sense of history. .

“Let’s face it. This is hopeless " Mr.
Jacques said after the. hearing. “But
even if we don’t eliminate any of these
holidays, we mlght at least put a lid on
it.” ¥ :
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you're hurting
then got angry.
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and started ba
of the car,” Mr
The detect
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of Cedonia ave



Delegate }
.= % By Judith Valente . =
3 Washington Post Staff Writer I‘%
: _ANNAPOLIS—Montgomery County
Del. Robert Jacques swears he's not a
curmudgeor and hordly, being a for-
mer history teacher, unpatriotic. . 4
- Jacques say§ he simply believes that
the number of holidays Maryland
state employes can take in commemn-
oration of historic events is gettitli
out of hand znd costing the state 10|
much for the premium pay it must
give to those who work on the holi-
days. oo g

So, with the air of a man who

about to tal! Lis children there really
is no Santa Claus Jacques Spoke be-
fore the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee yesterday to try to win suppo t
for a bill he is sponsoring that would
abolish Columbus Day, Veteran's Day,
Maryland Day and Defenders’ Day as
legal holidays in Maryland. Wi

. He found himse.f straining to avoid
appearing anti-American or antilabor
to the likes of the American Federa-
tion of State, County and Municipal
Employes, the Joint Veterans Com-
mission of Marylund, the Society of
the War of 1812 and the Baltimore
museum known as the Star-Spangled
Banner Flag House, all of which sen®

)’ -
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representatives to 0ppos: Jacques’
bill. >
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.q"rh not sayving ';h‘qsebliolidays are Chapman;' a spokesmar‘xmfb'r the Soci-
not significsnt,” Jacques said. But, he ety of the War of 1812, inquired, “Can
pointed out, cne could find some his-_:{ ‘you find a more significant holiday to
toric significance ior every day of the ‘remember?” He went on to speak of -
year. “Jun2 15 happens to be my . the day in 1814 when citizen-soldiers: -
birthday . . . it also happ2ns to be | from Baltimore efended the city
the day of the signing of the Magna ggainst the British in the event that
Carta,” he said. 7 i @

s e VR

g i< inspired Francis Scott Key to write

Accordinz to John McNulty, 76, a ~ the Star Spangled Banner. % .
member the Joini Veterans Commis- . Jacques’ office received -about 1,400
sion of Marvland, abolishing such le- “calls from state empioyes of posed to
gal holidays as Veterans Day and - the bill, which would do away with
Maryland Dav,. which commemorates four of their paid holidays, he said.
the founding of the state in 1634, . Jacques concedes that his bill has
would be setting an undesitable exam- little chance of approval from the -
ple for the youth of America. Ead committee, of which he is a member. &

“If we den’t teuch the history of * '# “My colleagues on the Ways and
their country and respect of their - Means Committee congratulated me
country, God help us . . Wwe have to . ‘after the hearing on making them
teach our children growing up what look so noble” said Jacques, referring
America stands for, what God and  “to the support many of the other dele-
country stands for,” McNu!ly said in - gates showed for the citizens who tes-
an emotional appeal before the com- - tified in opposition to his bill g
mittee. el .= In introducing a bill guaranteed to

Jacques says he doubts most Mary- . stir controversy, Jacques will at least &
landers kncw what historiz event they . have succeeded in gaining publicity "9 . : iy
are co;;xme:nﬁrating when they cele- - for himself as a legislator and for the * According to members of the Soci-
brate Mary'and Day each March 25 or *. point he is attempting to ‘make—that 3 e .
Defenders’ Diay cach Sept. 12 com- it costs the state $4.1 million to shut gEy of 1812 who testified, fiscal con-
memoratinz the American victory " down for legal holidays which in some
over the British ai Fort McHenry in - cases, he claims, “are not particularly
Baltimore Auring the War of 1812. i significant to a large number of peo-

Of Defenders’ Day, S. Vannort ~ ple”
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DEL. ROBERT JACQUES
... not a curmudgeon

T,

" cerns are not what is important. The
‘country, said one society member,

e s«can’t survive long if you don’t have
: nationalism.”
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