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P BRSO RT MCHENRY~ ANATIONAL SERINGE,

What it ‘means * in the History of t_he United States ad to the
City of Baltimore.

The restoration of Fort licHenry - the Bir thplace of the Star Spangled
Benner - and ite dedication as & National Sshrine, arousee in one's mind
an interest in th%-s-e earl:y days of our City and Fation. Nothing in the
Hietory of Baltimore hes been more conspicuous and has reflected greater
credit on her citizens than did the stirring eventopt::hlich ocourrred amound
thie City during the fateful days of beptanber 12th to l2th, 1814. The
year18l2 opened 4 upon an unususal conﬁi tion of the world's affaire. For
15 yeare Napoleon had %ce ded M%ﬁgﬁﬁva coalition, that Hurope
had sent. againet him.AAmerican trade with the rest of the world had
been restricted by British Orders of Council and French Imperiel Decrees.
We had been forbidden ¥y each Nation to trzde with the other and her
Allies. The United States was in her swaddling clothes. Our Government,
E?fr.ﬁziridecl under the Constitution efthe—thrited—Sts=tes, soon found itself
in the throes of political discord when Goerge Waehington, our first
President, died. One elementiin this country favored Britain becsuse of
natural ties; another favored France because of her help during our
| rewvolution; while over all there was a gtrong spirit that wanted to malke
America an indep endent oountry/ free of all foreign entanglemente. The
City of Baltimore felt these influences very strongly. Within the
twenty years preceeding, wéo had grown to be the third city of goﬁmercial
importance in the Country, largely under the influence of building ghips
for thoee merchants who sought trade export with the contending powers in
Burope.

In‘hic attempt to solve this gréat international problem, Thomas
Jefferson had imposed The Hmbargo Act to avoid war, but its restrictions

were 0 eontrary to human nature that it wae openly broken, until aftfer

fourteen monthe of hardship on the American trade, it wae repealed.
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Jefferson's policy of non-aggression had not only proven a failure, but

it encouraged BEngland to deny our rights., Great Britain saw her

oppor tunity to demoralize our Govermment and through enissaries sought

to create a discord between lNew England and the Southérn States. The

Byitish Navy was mistress of the seas, and in her demand for seamen for

her fleete, impressed American sailors into her service, and her nmavy
around our shores and seized our sghipping in her efforte to

revent our trade xmmxtwmdexwith France and the West Indies.

Becange of these tyrranical impositions, Congress was compelled
to protect our rights by deeclaring war 0}'1 Great Britain on June 18th,
1812. The American treasury was almosgt et£r1p’t; and we had but seven
vesggels in our navy and about 5000 men in the army. Yet America;, with
thie small force declared war againet the greatest nation on earth; a
nation which had at ite disposal thousands of ships and corps of trained
veterans, We had to construct an army out of our Militia juet as we had
to do when we declared war on Germany, and we supplemented our seven
frigates with armed veesels of which Baltimore built and “‘u'[‘plied over
BO/a.J These privateersmen took to the seas to harass the mgland fleets
and Baltimore's shipe werec soon scouring the coast of England itself,
geizing her shipe and demoralizing her commerce. This marked Baltimore
with England's disfavor and in her effort to blockage the Chesapeake,
the Britieh established headquarters on Tangier Ie€land and at other places
on th e'ﬁay from which she exacted tribute of our citizens. In April, 1813
her fleet appeared at the mouth of the Patapsco, snd the people of Baltimore
were made to realize their danger. No money for defense wag available from
the Natiornal Govermment. =~ The Militia was called out, the City Counecil of
Baltimore appropriated $20,000.,00 for constructingrour defenses, while the
citizens of Baltimore esubseribed $500,000 and ordered every able bodied

citizen who wae not under arms to report with pickaxes, shovels, wheel-

barro“;a, ede ete. for duty in constructing the city's defences.
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Barthworke were thrown up around the city. At Patterson Park you cen still
gee part of the 0ld entrenchments that were thrown up from the water line
around to what is now Greemmount Cemetery. The defenses at;ﬁ.;o'rt McHenxr y
were strengthened by appropriating the heavy gune from a French Frigate
that lay up for repaire in our harbor. Water batteries were establ ished,
and signal boats were sent down the river, while troope of cavalry were

gtationed along the bay and river shores to report any activity.

The Britich Admirél sent up a flag of truce under pretext of for-
warding a letter to the Secretary of State, but his messenger was not
allowed to approach nearer than four miles from the City, where he was
detained by Canfellevdon—ewimamasng one of our barges. The offieer in
charge of the flag of truce asked whether the citizens of Baltimor e had
mounted the guns of the French war shipy at Fort licHenry as had been
reported, and when told that they had, Admiral Cockburn changed his plan
to attack the City H_a‘t that time and his fleet sailed up thegbay where
they took Havre DeGrace, destroyed a camnon foundry on the upper {bay,
ocfupied Spesuti Isgland and sacked erderickhand qu"ggetovm on the
Sagsafras River. The British were employed in the upper part of the
Chesaspeake all summer, landing at St. Michael's and other placees on the
Bastern Shore and menacing Annapolis, until the whole bay was under their
control. Xrom another encampment near lort ILookout they merauded the
Potomac and the Patuxant sections and menaced St. Mary's and Calvert
County. On the 8th of August, fifteen vessels moved up in sight of Balti-
more ag if prepmring for an attack, but the Forte zxm at Patterson Park
were so promptly manned,and with 40 pteces of Artilleryx gupplementing
the merine batteries at Foxt llcHenry, thest it discouraged the enemy,
and in a few days, the fleet moved off and occupied Kent Isgland from
whence they marauded the sfastern Shore and Anne Arundel County. 1In
November, a large part of the fleet left for Bermuda for repaire, to

returmn in the 8pring of 1814 withreinforceaments.
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Despite the fact that the Britieh fleet had been blockading the
Chesapeake and ravaging ite shores, almost within gight of the National
Capitgl, thexw were on June 1lst, 1814, but 2208 eoldiers of the regular
army':grthe whole distriet from Noxfolk to Baltimore. On July 2nd, the
10th Military District was formed, consisting of the State of Maryland,
the Distriet of Columbia, and tha t part of Virginia lying between the
Rappahannock end the Potomac. On July 9th, Gemeral Winder, commanding
that distriet, whose entire force of remlar troops was between 700 and
800 men, suggested that 4,000 militia should be called out, two thousand
of whom should be stationed between the South River and Washington, and
two thousand in the vieinity of Baltimore. It was not until August 20th
that General Winder's suggestion wae approved., That same day, the British
Fleet, accompanied by the new troope from the war in France and Spain,
agcended the Patuxant and disembarked at Pig Point and moved on to
Upper Marlborough. At daylight on August 24th, General Ross began his
advance on Bladensburg, where the VWashington army was joined by 2000
volunteers from Baltimore. The morning report of this recently organized -
american army consisted of 400 regular troops, 600 merines and 4,000
Militiat and when the fight occurred, the Americans were routed in the
precence of the President and hie Cabinet. The less gaid about the.
inglorious battle of Bladensburg, the better. It decided the fate of
the Capitol at Washington, which was burned and the President was forced
to flee. After several days, the British returned to their ships and
gailed for Baltimore: appearing at the mouth of the Patapsco on the morn-
ing of the 1llth. Thedr army was disembarked on the morning of the 12th
of September and began its march up the North Point Road while their
fleet came up the Patapsco to bombard our fortifiéatione. Beginning with
April, 1813, the citizens of Baltimore had worked tirelessly to perfect
our defenses,»a period of preparation that proved to be our salvation,=

eand General Stricker, learning that the British had landed, sent the 5th,
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6th, 7th, 27th, 39th, and 5lst regiments to meet them a2t the nmarrowest
Ekrt part of the peninsula at a point between the head water of Bear
Creek and Back River. Here the British advance was checked and Gen.
Roge was killed, and the proposed plan of the British to meke a Juncture
of their fleet snd their army before Baltimore was frustrated. "That ;
evening the British returned to their transports and the fleet, which had
moved uprthe riverand taken ite pogition, began the bombardment of Fort
licHenry. The American troops fell back to proteect our defenses around
the water front. At daylight on the morning of September 13th, the
British fleet opened fire on Fort McHenry which they bombarded continmous-
1y until 7 o'clock on the morning of September 14th, when they etopped
firing and began to drop down the river and get under way. Baltimore had
been saved though the heroism ahd sacrifice of her citizen soldiers, who
gave in men and money to 're't;:i:ieve the nation's bad fortuné.

When the British Army was in camp at Upper larlborough, preparing

for the attack on Yashington, Admiral Cockburn gaé—eomo Oi—bRo-pPrin
y, made &« headquartere at the home of Doctor
The offtcers

that the—heweg cqould provide and W‘n

Dr. Beanesxwkth and his familyAwith waelr cour tesy, and pimeed

Beanesg, v

were furnished with ever yth

Wi
guarde around his grounds to prevent any depredation by their troops. G
A Y&ﬁ— L bk

thes.aturn—of the army to their ships, af Jre—m —ts ST TRt
%ui o 2. 'f’!p'fo\aw-, : - o bg Pty T
the town, stragglers e, ingly in small squads,

o-n—.p:‘hmder Dr eanes pnt—h-imu-e&f—e—t—'ﬁ-he head,ef a amall body of
9%3- Uosy Pt
citizens ‘bd pur eue and make prigoners of them. 4&kte informetion was con-

veyed to the English campjan-& & detachment, was sent to release the prisonere
bt ) -7
=2dl cadie Dr. Beanes When/\ d thie, they Q’m

went tomt Ke W and pzevatiedupen
o By o G-

-h-i«m—to obtain permission“smé letters @ that he might intercede for Dr. _
N MMM@# ﬁ' 5 /

Beanes, Ag sqon s e, lir. ey, ha e ene& to ,U?
A2 Irroig Cfet fr wld , Pt
Baltimore, eailﬁa'own the bay, meeting the Bziti..h Ve

. B
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fleet off the mouth of the Potomac Rivej'\ preparing for ‘P@ expedition
apgainet Balt gi g. He was courteouely rpggeived bF—-tmived~Sosdmwecne, but

m
when he pefs—mmewm Lhie-bPwelmesc for the release of Dr.

Beanes Gen. Rose and Admiral

’ e i o

Cockburn. lr. Key made s=&h stropg _ %,s—:'tha-eha*&oﬂber
) A
Dr. Beanes anﬁ/\thé’ care,‘\that had b 5the English
wounded that Gen. Ross relented and said that he would release him after the
attack on Baltimore, but in the meantime neither he nor Dr.Beanes would be

- e i S A

permitted to leawve the fleet.: f The Briti ‘eh sailed for Baltimore &nd(l.::r. Key

end Dr. Beaneg were placed on the frigate "Su 2:}83)) commnded by Sir Thomas
A2 v ; b O~
Cochrane and M’tﬁmhe flaet reached the mouth of the Patepsco
iy : A
when Admiral Cochrane shifted his flag to the "Surprise” in order that he
might be able to move further up the river and superintend the attack on
#ort lMcHenry. Mr. Key and Dr. Beanes were then sent on kmx board their own
vesecel, witha guard of Marines to prevent them from landing. They cew
oyt
gidered themseldves fortunateﬁ\t-o—be pleced in a position where they could
gee the flag of Fort licHenry from the deck of their own vessel, and lMr. Key
remained on deck during the whole bombardment, watzching every shell ag it
fell, While the bombardment continued it—wee—sw€ficientproof that the
fort had hot surrendered, but suddenly during the mexding early morning of
W
the 14th, the bombardment stopped, and t naddmew whether the Fort
F 4 Pe—perdafrl
had surrendered, med./ M\Pacﬁj the deck

ereperee and%_/the RS b ebroke,)ﬂh.ﬁy ffepe relieved to find that

1Tt
"Our Flag Was Still There"  During the exg-fe-tm-eﬁt of the moment, Key wrote

the "Star Spangled Bamner” and when the British withdrew and the—aimy—hed
embaxked, they were informed t they could leswme—amd r.o:taen—home wken-the

fleet was ready 1o call. 1 went to Baltimore where the song "The Star
 Ueedihl TR WVEN
Spengled Banner" was put [to mugic and £ire% sang/\in the 01ld Holliday Street

A

Theatre.
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The American troops i‘el "back terprotect our defenses around the water front

At day 1ght on the m/o ng of aeptembex 13th, the British flest qpened fire

on Fort McHenry which unt:.l - ) clock on the

morning of ng and began to drop

. { '
down [the rivexr and get under Jaltimore had been saved through the

i
heroi j the sacnfiae/éf her citizen soldie:rs, who gave in men and money

”

" to retiidve the nation's bad fortune. e

~For two yeares the imerican Army had been on the defensive. The

————

——

campaigne in the North had. been diemal failures. The only bright spot in

the wa¥ had been the success of our small navy, wiEEEF—TEt—reen cupplemented
Y

by armed te vesgels, amé& in Baltimore had been conspicuous, sup-
in lese than

re privateeremen*than any other city i? the country.
two years u m& captured 56 men-o-war carrying 886 cannong, and thousands of
prisoners. Wngland's boast that Britan&a rule: the waves_, had been humiliated
and with Mdefeat at North Point and Fort lMcHenry, they soon srraigned
for the Treaty of Peace which was eigned at Ghent on Decamber 24th, 1814.




For two years the American Aymy’ had been on the defensive. ‘he
cempaigns in the North had been dismal failures. Uhe only bright spot
in the war had been the suceess of our small mavy, supplemnented by armed
private vessele, in which service Baltimore had been congpicuous. Half
of the z%vateeranen in the navy had been supplied by Baltimore, more than
aée&ror—%—iﬂ the country. In lees than two years, this new navy had
captured 56 men-o-®ar carrying 886 cannons, and thousande of prisoners.
dhgland's boast that Britania ruled the wm&, ‘had been humiliated and with
her defeat at North Point and rort McHenry,Athey goon arraigned.for the dreaty

of Peace which was signed at Ghent on December 24th, 1814
fthe War of 1812 - our 8Second War for Independence from Great Britain

vy Vb
been Brbitrated, like anyAmight have been arbitrated, but when one counts

hae been called by someaa needless war. 1t is true that it might bave

the results attained, it was far from needless, It had to be/and the winning
af it 1eﬁ to American Independence from &1l other natione, and broke us

away ?rom thege influences of our old colonial 1life, which was holding back
our proper de#elommentk 1t freed American politice andipdliéies from
furopean standards and established & respect for our Nationality among the
Govermments of the World, vhich pemmitted us to work out our own systems

for the bettemment of the race and rort MeHenry ie not only a National

Shrine as the Bi'rthplace of the Star Spangled Banner, but bemewse it is thed
symboll of the many things that heve been Been evolved as distinetly American.

Its effect upon the local life and progress of Bgltimore were eg@ually
positive. The experiences of the privateersmen encouraged a growing spitit
of sdventure in the hearts and minds of our young men, some of whom planned
to restore a white man's gove:cnmant-to Hayti. Stimulated by the tales of
the French Refugees who had come from there ﬁuring the insurrection on that

igland, small went to the @outh coast of Hayti, where they met




L] —

-

Bolivar who was recruiting for his attempt to liberate the South American
States from Spanish domination. They joined with him and the intimate
hie;tory of South American freedom is linked with their names. Othersg,
stimula ted by the prospeets rfor trade that had developed during the
period went into the lMerchant llarine service and soon carried the name

of Baltimore to al.i,%rts of the world. The Baltimore Clipper bedame the
gtandard of swift/\tr ding shipe in the seven seas. The returns to our
merchants and to our shipbuildres naturally directed their attention to
quick transportation gemexaily and stimulated the building of the
“altimore and Ohio Railroad , with Baltimore as the starting point of the

firet rallroad in America.

Under the same influences, we built the Battle Monument and Wash-
ington's Monument, -~ the first monument to Geor ge Washington in the
Country - and our public spirit as exemplified in Baltimore's increasing
menorials gained for us the name of the lionumental City. The period
that followed was the day of Peabody, of Johns Hopk ne ahd other merchant
princes that established a prestige for Baltimore thrmt will never be
forgotten.



rear of the revolutionary fort on Whetstone Point and subseribed the nec-
essary money to ereet it. In 1798, this fort was named Fort McHenry in
honor of James McHenryazgﬁﬁfﬁgéP%g%retary of War at the time, and it was
garrisoned by Federal troops in 1799,

Fort licHenry is built of Baltimore made brick set in oyster shell
lime mortar and is in itself a monument to the skilled labor of that per-
iod. It is shaped as a pentagonal star, with a distance of 300 feet be-
tween each of the star points; and its walls are 14 feet high and thirty-
five feet thick, and the plan permitted a 4 foot drop back of the first 20
foot section as a protection for the men who manned its guns,.

The thickness of the fort walls can be easily seen in the passage-
way of its entrance, which provided an office for the captain of the guard,

e guard house, with iron barred cells, and two dungeons of arched brick,

each of which is eighteen feet wide, nine feet high and thirty feet long

under the fort walls on both sides of the passageway. The entrance to each

of these dungeons is six feet wide and three feet high, protected by thick
wooden doors, heavily studded with iron bolts, and when these doors were
closed, the only ventilation for the prisoners was by means of a series of
pipes, one foot in diameter, that extended to the outside ground level.
Passing through this interesting archway, with its heavily iron
studded doors at both ends of the passageway, one sees the inside area of
Fort lMcHenry. Here are the quarters of the garrison, each of whose two
storied buildings are approximately seventy-five feet long and eighteen
feet deep, all built of brick with heavy wooden poreches rurning the full
length of each building. To the immediate right of the entrance is the
Headquarters Building with the 0ld powder magazine, whose walls are eight
feet thick all around, enclosing a storage room twenty feet long by twelve
feet high and wide, and placed between the Headquarters Building and the
commandants residence. Then comes the officers quarters and then the en-

listed men's barracks, completing an oval surrounding a grassed plot in



the middle of which stands the old pump that supplied the garrison with
water,

The lower floors of the buildings are built of brick and each build-
ing is diveded into communicating rooms, upstairs and down, with an outside
entrance to each division and stairways to the floors above.

A moat runs batweenAthe fort walls and the upper outside batteries,
with arched brick bomb-proofs running under each respective battery for
storage of explosives, and there is a very unique one man passageway under
the walls of the fort that was the only other means of ingress for those
who‘served the outside batteries after the heavy doubled doors of the main
entrance of the fort were closed, in time of siege.

During the Revolutionary War, Baltimore had equipped and sent 248
privateersmen to sea to fight against the enemy, and when the War of 1812
was declared, her merchants again turned to privateering, and furnished
more ships for this important serviece than any other city in America.

When Great Britian declared its blockade of the United States Coast, it was
a Baltimorean - Captain Boyle - who released several prisoners, almost in
gight of the mouth of the Thames, with copies of his personal declaration
of a counter blockade of the British Isles; and the British Naval Register
of 1814 complained that " with over a thousand ships in the English Navy,
it was not safe to sail without convoy from one part of the English or
Irish Channel to another.,” _

For over two years, the British Navy blockaded the Chesapeake, but
the swift sailing Baltimore Clippers sailed out almost at will. Several
times the enemy came into the Patapsco to make its attack, but the superior
condition of Baltimore's defenses delayed fheir offensive until on the
morning of September 1lth, 1814, their fleet of over 50 ships, loaded with
Nelson's Marines and Wellington's Invincibles, was seen coming up the Bay.

This force had just captured the neighboring city of Washington,
where they had burned the National Capitol, the Navy Yard and othey public



buildings, and they then boasted that Baltimore would be destroyed, ILand-
ing their army, under the command of 3ir Robert Ross, at North Point, about
10 miles from the city, they began their advance against Baltimore on the
morning of September 12th, while their ships moved up the river to shell
Fort licHenry and the lazaretto on the opposite side of the entrance to the
harbor. Here they planned to make a contact between their army and navy
and move in and destroy the city; but General Ross was killed at the head
of his troop on the afternoon of September 12th and although their ships
bombarded Fort McHenry incessantly until 7 o'clock on the morning of Sept~
ember 14th, they were not able to carry a single position in their three
day's attack on Baltimore. -

After the British left Washington, they arrested Dr. William Beanes,
a friend of Francis Scott Key, for interfering with some of their men and
Key obtained letters from President Madison to intercede for his friend.
Key was ordered to report in Baltimore to Captain John S. Skinner, the
agent for flags of truce, who was directed to accompany Key on his mission
to the enemy fleet. ILeaving Baltimore on Skinner's vessel, they met the
British coming up the Bay and were detained until after the attack on
Baltimore.

Besides innumerable round shot and rockets, the British fired over
1500 bombs, weighing 250 pounds eacl;R into Fort MecHenry, and during the
night of September 13th when the fighting was most intense and the enemy
tried to surround the fort to take it from the rear, Key watched the bombs
as they fell, fearing that they might forece the passage. When dawn broke,
he was relieved to find that "Our Flag was still there" and during his
enthusiasm, he wrote our National Anthem, "The Star Spangled Banner," on
the back of an o0ld envelope.

For two years the American Army had been on the defensive and our
counter campaigns into Canada had failed. But England's boast that "Brit-

tania ruled the waves" had been blasted by our little navy of seven ships

s S ol e



and our privateers; and, after her defeat at North Point and Fort McHenry,
she signed the Treaty of Peace, at Ghent, on December 24th, 1814,

The results of the War of 1812 = Qur Second War for Independence
from Great Britian -, gave us that liberty for which we had fought during
the Revolution. It freed the policies of the United States from European
dictation, established our rights to trade with foreign nations and gained
a respect for our country abroad as nothing else had done,

Fort McHenry saw its last active service during the World War when
it was the site of one of the largest military hospitals in America; and
now that modern implements and high explosives have changed the art of war,
the old fort has been restored to its original condition, and its glory
$till lives as a National Shrine - the Birth Place of the Star Spangled
Banner -, the defense that turned the tide of battle in a eritiecal hour of

our nation's peril; and as a real monument to the American Flag.



FORT Mo HENRY

By

James E. Hancock,

The story of Fort lMcHenry is so intimately connected with the History
of Baltimore that it is difficult to speak of the one without thinking of
the other. : | :

Preyious to the Revolution, Baltimore was a small town that was just
beginning to grow. In March, 1776, its 4inhabitants became &larmed at 4
the presence of the British ship Otter which was reported to be in the
Chesapeake and they threw up earthworks on Whetstone Point where they
mounted a few cannon to protect the narrow mouth Of. our harbor. In 1794,
the people of Baltimore again becams concerned for their protection be-
cause of the prosgpect of & war with France and they decided to emlarge the

defenses &t Whetstone Point. They engaged Major J. J. Ulrich Rivardi, who

designed the present star redoubt as a bastion fort with upper and lower

batteries as & more complete plan of fortification.

y |

Baltimore was grouing rapidly. In the several years previous to 1800
guite a number of refugeee from the inesurrection in San Domingo had settled
in the town and these were Joined by many of their friends and relatives
who had fled from the rewolution in France. They brought with them new
ideag of f{;;'i-g@'aand a working knowledge of the arte and sciences that were a

great advantage to our people. Baltimore gontinued to grow until in 1810

it had become the third largest city in the Union. In 1812, the United
States wae compelled to declare war on Great Bxitainlbecaus'e of her tyranni-
cal skizure of our .shipping in ite trade with France and the West Indies,
and because of Britieh ineictence to board our vessels and imprese our.

geamen into her naval "service.
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Shipbuilding had become an important part of our eity's setivity
and within four months after the war was declared, we had sent to gea
42 armed private vessels, some of which went to the coast of Engianq

iteelf and seized her shipping. In the first six monthe of the way’

these privateers captured over 250 Eﬁhliah vessel g, with many guns and 4

millions of dollars worth of merchandise. |

|

Because of Baltimore's activity in the war, the Znglish decided to :

blockade the Chesapeake and early in the Spring of 1813, they occupied ;
Tangier Island and established anofhex headquartere near Point Lookout,

at the mouth of the Potomac River. 1In April, of that year, their fleet £

appeared at the mouth of the Patapsco River and our people began to
realize their danger from attack. There wae no money available from the
Federal Govermment for our local defense. The City Counecil of Baltimore
met andreppropriated $20,000 and the people of Baltimore subscribed
$500,000 to strengthen the defenses around the town, and every able-

bodied eitizen with hie selaves, wheelbarrows, pickaxes, and shoveles were
ordered out to help build the line of earthworke that stretched from the
harbor front around to what is now Greenmount Cemetary. Part of these
entrenchmente, with some of the 0ld gune mounted on them may still be

geen at Patterson Park.

When Admiral Cockburn learned that the armament at Fort McHenry had
been strengtheﬁed by the addition of the heavy gune from the French Prigate
"Ia Poursivante" which wase lying at Despeaux's chipyard for repairs, he
evidently altered‘hia plane to attack Baltimore at that time and his fleet
moved up the Bay and captured Havre De Grace, occupied Spesuti Island and
plundered Freder icktown and Georgetown on the Sassafras River. On Auguet Stﬁ
they again appeared in the Patapsco and the fleet moved up and took fi.
poeitions for an attack on Baltimore, but the entrenchments around the ;

city had become completed and strengthened by 40 more cannon and when the
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Britieh Admiral sew the fortifications promptly menned, by men who showed
en evidence of dicipline and bravery, he again changed his mind and dropped
down the River and occupied Kent Ieland, from whence he completely con-

trolled the Bay from Annapolis to the Susquehanna.

One of the interesting comments in the newspspere of that time was
the disappearance from Baltimore of the ‘ussian Consul, who left the eity
geveral days before each appearance of the British, and did not return
until about & week after they'had left the river. Ruseia waeg a strong ally
of England in her wars with France and the inference wae that the Consul

wag giving reporte to the British Fleet.

In November, 1813, most of the fleet left the Chesapeake and went to
Bermuda for repaire, returning in the spring of 1814 with ¥e-inforcament s
inecluding a corpe of Wellington's Invincibles, freshened from their fighte

in France and Spain,
; W £ e
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In the meantime Baltimore had equiped 26 gun boate angd barges, officered
and manned by our own captaine and eeamen, snd commanded by Commodore Joghusa
Barney, with ordere to break the blockmde 6f the Chesapeake., After gseveral

AL o

mall naval encounters the British forced him back unto the Patuxent and
followed him up tﬁe River until he was compelled to land hie marines and
bum hie fleet at Pig Point. The British landed in force and followed him
to Bladensburg where & battle was fought with the 4merican Amy around
Washington, and the Americane were badly defeated., The British captured
Wachington and sacked and burned the Capitol and other Federal Buildings
and returned to.their ships with the mad boast that Baltimore would be the
next to fall.

For several days the British rendezvoused neer the mouth of the Potomae
Qo
eand prepared for their attack on Baltimore. They wexad up the Bay, appearing
off the mouth of the Patapeco on the afternoon of September 11th, eand
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landed their troops at North Point on the morning of September 12th and
began ite march against Baltimore, At the same time their fleet moved {
up thé river and prepared for the bombardment of Fort MeHerry. Their
plan of battle wae to carry dhe outer defenses of the city and then meke
a Juncture of their amy and their fleete near the lazaretto for their

final assault on Baltimor e.

When General 3tricker heard thet the British lemded at North Point
he gsent the 5th, 6th, 7th, 27th, 39th, and 5let regimente to meet them.
This force composed entirely of militia regiments met mkxthe Britiech
at the marrow part of the peninsula between Back River and Bear Creek,
where General Rose, the Britieh Commander was killed and their advance
wag checked. That evening, the British troope returned to their gehips,
while their fleet continued its bombardment during the entire day of
September 13th and until about 7 o'elock on the mornine of the 14th. 4
Shortly after midnight, they attempted to land a force of marines from the
fleet to attack Fort licHenry from the rear, by cending them in barges and
large boate up the main branch of the Patapsco, past what is now Wagner's
Point. This attempt migh't have been disastrous if it had succeeded. _
Captain Hancock's Company of the 22nd (4Anne Arundel County) regiment which

wag patroling that position against a surprise attack, heard their muffled
oare and eet fire to & hayrick, which threw the British boate 4in full view :
of Fort Covington _‘and the 5ix Gun Battery. These batteries were behind
Fort McHenry and manned by na:.ines wito had seen conseiderable private:f;ervioe

O~ ;
(@ the crose fire from these smaller forte took the Britieh by aurprisej

6fter cseveral of their boate mm had been sunk, they rapidly retired. The

British fleet stopped their tombardment for the time, fearing that they might
hit their own boats which were escaping. It was then that Francies Sfott Key
thought that Fort licHenry hae d fallen., He had gone to the British fleet on a

flag of truce vessel commended by Captain John 8. Skimmer who had been acting

| =
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ae the American truce officer out of Baltimore, in order that he might
intercede for the release of his friend Dr. Beanes, of Upper Marlboro

who had been arrested by the British when they returned from Washington.
Thie veseel, which was of the pilot boat type was numbered,but not named,
ag is usesual with our submarine craft at thé present time and it was o
favorably placed that Key could ses Fort McHenry during the whole bombard-
ment; and when the dawn broke and showed Fhatr "Our Flag Wag Still There" -
hie exultation at the eighttof it inspired him to write "The Star Spangled

Banner"

About 7 o'elock in the morning, September 14th, the British stopped
their wombardment and drbpping down the river, the fleet joined the

transporte and got under way. DBaltimore had been eaved by her citizen
eoldiers whose brgvery retrieved the nation'e misfor tune and brought about

the Treaty of Peace.

The day after the bombardment the Fort McHenry Guard buried those who

S——

had been killed in the engagement and the troops peraded. A meeting wae
held end it was declared that Baltimore's Defenders should never disband.

At firet the organization was called the Veteran Military of Baltimore,
whieh name was later changed to the 0ld Pefenders of Baltimore, &nd after-
warde to the Associa tion of Descendants of the 01d Defanders and in 1893

it was again changed to the Society of the Var of 1812 in lMaryland.

From ite original organization in 1814, this 3Jociety had celebrated
September 12th asg ite particular day, until it became Baltimore Day in our
City calendar, and a legal holiday with a munieipal celebration. On September
12th, 1815 ite President General Samuel mith lsid the cornerstone of the
Battle lionument and they dedicated ites completion on September 12th, 1822.

The Society has ixr eserved the earthworks at Patterson Park and at Rivercide

Park, by mounting therson a score or more of 0ld cannon that wae used in th
e
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engagament, It has placed another parking of these 0ld guns in the
triangle at Mt. Royal and North Aves. It has erected a Monument to
General Armietead,. who commanded Fort licHenry during the War of 1812,
and assisted in the erecting, in Homewood Park, of a lionument to GCemeral
Sammel Smith, who commended the distriet during that war. It encour a ged
the erection of the Key lMonument in Fort McHenry 4nd has marked Hauck's

Field and other pointes of interest on the North Point Battle ground.

The Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland hae meintained an unebsted
interest in the preservation of Fort McHenry, and largely through itse
activity it hae been made a National Shrine. On September 12th, the old
gtar fort will be repaired in the same condition that it was when the bom-
bardment occurred, as a lemorial to the imerican soldier; and the Birthplace

of the Star Spangled Banner.

Hundreds of thousands of cshipe have passed it on their way to and fronm
~all partes of the world. In the o0ld days every American veseel that went
by ealuted ites colors in respect for the service that it ﬁad rendered.
Patriotism is the 1life blood of = nation;:let us see 'that the custém is
continued and that Fort McHenry shall be a National Shrine in every particu-

lar.
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By R W
Gﬁmittee-'- ' *g:“”« g
James Z. Hanoook Chairman for ;

the Restoration of Fort McHenry.

In Mareh, 1776, the people of Baltimore were alarmed by the news
that the British war ship, Otter, wae in the Chesapeake Bay. Barthworks
were thrown up and a few cannon were mounted on Whetetone Point, and a

boom was thrown acrose the channel, between that point and the Lazaretto,

to prevent the entry of the Otter into our harbor. - Thie wag the beéirming
of Fort McHenry.

&

Baltimore at'that time wag a emall town of less than one hundred :
houges, which was just beginning to téikge on a commercial aspect. Its ad- _ J
vantages ag a port began to attract aftention Shortly after the Revolution
and by 1810 our populatio'iz;had.'mp;_aaéed to euch an extent that Baltimore
had become the thrird. city of domﬁeraial inpor tance in the Union, whieh rank
she £till holds in-expoxts. £O &fw‘%‘-

In 1'?94when war with France seemed imminent, the defemses at Whetstone
Point were ‘ordered to be repaired and enlarged. The improved fortification

Artiee
was de igned by J. J. Ulrich Rivardi, an, engin;e‘er who had come to this country
Tringla foress ’i‘ %
w during the Revolutiom, and ncluded the star redoubt bastion

fort with upper and lower batteries.

ile firet deed of transfer of property for this fortification was from
Alexander Furnival who. on July 20th 1795, conveyed to the United States
Government, seven acres and fifty-eight perches. This was followed by fwo
deeds from William Goodman, for é gimilar purpose, dated November 6th 1798

and August 26th 1800, conveying thirteen acres, three roods, and twenty-five

perchee, and another from William O'Donnell, dated January 4th 1804, eonveying

five acres. It will thus be seen that this fort, which was named for Ja.mea
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licEenry of Baltimore, who was&%%%%%%g%y Of War in 1798 and who had been a
Secretary to Gensral Washington during the Revolution, contained twenty-gix
and one-quarter acres at the time of the War of 1812, Juriediction over this
regervation was ceded to the United States Government by Aet of the Maryland
Legislature, Januwary 30th, 1816. Between September 10th 1836, and November
16th, 1838, eix other deeds were recorded, econveying an additional twenty-six
and one-half acres, making fifty-two and thr ee-quartere acres in the enlarged

reservation; and jurisdiction over this wag agsumed by the Government under

8 gimilar Act of the lMaryland Legislature passed March 28th, 1834,

It was an unusual period in the world's affairs. The United States
had only recently set up & new constitution which proclaimed opportunities
and advantages for the individual that were not remitted by any other
Government. On the other side of the Atlantie, the French Revolution had
occurred and this had incited the antagoniem of the other Governments of
Burope, in their effort to maintain their oTdsocial order. While America
wae etriving for peace and social re-organization, all of Burope was aflame
with war and the growing trade of America with the rest of the world was
restricted by Briti sh Orders of Council and French Imperial Decrees. We were
forbidden by either hation to trade with the other and her allies. There was
a strong element in this country which favored England because of natural
blood ties, and another that favored Frane e, because of the help that she had
given ue during our Revolution. While Waghington lived, he taught and en-
couraged the idea that Ameriea must be an independent nation, free from all
foreign entanglemente; but Washington died in 1799, and although the several
Presidents who followed him were undoubted patriots, none of them had the con-
fidence of the people that Washington had enjoyed, nor his strength of charac-
ter. and his keen insight into nstional affairs, koxét exetdmoynt xbuceatwenthie
Eee6 fc imkexexdkoneke pra b mx

— -\__'
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Great Britain saw her opportunity to demoralize our Govermment and
attempted through her emissaries to create discord between New England
and the Southern States. She had never given up the hope of fegaining
her lost colonies. SHe was mistress of the seas and her navy hovered along

our coast and seized our shipping in her efforts to prevent our trade with

- France and the West Indies. In her demands for seamen for her fleets, she

boarded our vessele and impressed American ssilors into her service; even

and
e
boarding the vessels of our navy and taking ofﬁﬁféisiﬂi.u;-u,, o

it
might be interesting to know that the first vessel of our navy whieh she
held up for this purpose was the gloop of war "Baltimore".

Our people became provoked over SBritain's unjust activities, and in

his attempt to solve this international problem, Thomee Jefferson imposed
The Embargo Act, as an effort to awoid wary but ite restrietions were go
contrary to humen nature that it was openly borken, until after fourteen
monthe of hardship on the American trade, it was repealed. Jefferson's policy
of non-aggression not only proved a failure, but it encouraged Zngland to
deny our righte, and because of i hey> tyrranical impositions Congress was com-
pelled to protect our dignity, by declaring war on Great Britain on June
18th, 1812, The Americam treasury was almost empty. We thad btut': seven
vessels in our navy and about 5000 men in our army; and yet Amerieca with this
emall force, declared war against the richest nation on éarth, which had at
its dieposal thousands of sths and corps of trained veterans. We had to con-
gtruct an army out of our lilitia, a8 we had to do when we declared war on
Germany,and we supplemented our seven frigates with armed private vessels.
faltimore took the lead in thie, and in the first four months of the war we
gent to sea forty-two privateersmen to harase British ghipping. It is a
matter of record that many of these privateersmen} went to the English

coaet and even entered the Irish and the Znglish channele and seized her

e /,'*-.
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shipping, capturing ever 250 Inglieh veseels SREEREX many gune and several
million dollars worth of merchandise. Baltimore's activities in the first
year of the war marked her with Ingland's disfavor and in their effort to
blockade the Chesapeake, the British established headquarters on Tangier

Island and other places on the Bay from whence she exacted tribute of our

people.

In April, 1813, the British fleet appeared at the mouth of the Patapsco
and the people of Baltimorecbegen to realize their danger. No money for
defense waes available from the Federal Government. Our Militia wag called
out, and the City Couneil of Beltimore appropriated $20,000 for conetructing
our defenses. while the @itizens of Baltimore subseribed$500,000 and ordered
évery able bodied eitizen who was not under srms to Teport with pickaxes,

AL

wamie were thrown up around the eity. At Patterson Park one may still see

shovels, wheelbarrows, etec. for duty in constructing xwx

rart of the old entrenchments that were throwm up from the water line around

to what is now Greemmount Cemetery.

Fort McHenry was etrengthened by the heavy gune of the ¥rench Frigate
"LaPoursivante! which had come to Despeaux's shipyard for Yegpaire, after
her fight with the British Yrigate "Heroules" and had been interned under
the 4Act of 1794, which was one of Washington's wise provisions to keep ue
out of the war between ingland & france. The British idmiral gent up a
flag of truce under pretext of forwarding a letter to the Secretary of
State, but he was evidently seeking information about Baltimore's defenses
1he officer in charge of the €lag of truce was-detained by one of our barges
about four miles from the city, and when he learned that the report was true
that the people of 5alt imore had mounted these extra gung at Mort McHenry,

it evidently persuaded Admiral Coekburn to change his plane to attack the
city at that time, beeause his

-l - ERapm) 30 A . - A A | &

fleet them sailed up the Bay vwhere they took Havre DeGrace, occupied Spesv

Island and sacked Fredericktown and Georgetown on the Sageafras River, L —

i
“ritish stayed in the upper part of the Chesapeake Pax all summer, landing,
: 7 : \
St. Michaels and other places on the Rastern SHote and menacing Annapolie,
From amther éncampment near Point Lookout they ravaged the Potomsc and the

Patuxant sections, until the whole Bay was under their control. On the 8th of
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August, fifteen of their Wvessele moved up in sight of Baltimore and pre-
pared for an attack, but when they %aw that the fortifications around the
City were promptly menned, it discouraged them and in s few daye, the
£106¥35%eq orr and occupied Kent Island, fronﬁwmgggy marauded the

Bagtern Shore and Anne Arundel County. In November, the most of this fleet
left for Bermuda to be repaired, returning in the Spring of 1814 with re-
inforcements. Although the British fleets had been blockading the Chesa-
peake and ravaging its shores almost within gight of the City of Washington,
there were on June 1lst, 1814, but 2208 soldiers of the regunlar army in the
whole distriet from Norfolk to Baltimore. On July 2nd, thr 10th Military
District was formed, coneisting of the State of Maryland, the Distric't of
Columbia, and that part of Virginia lying between the Rappahannoeck and thé
Potomac. On July 9th, General Winder, commanding that District, whose entire
force of regular troops was between 700 and 800 men, suggested ‘.that 4,000
militia should be called out, two thousand of whom should be atationed_ between
the South River and Waghington, and two thousand in the vieinity of Baltimore.
On August 20th, General Winder's suggestion wae approved, and on that same day
the Britieh Fleet, accompanied by their new troope from the war in France -

forced Barney to burn his fleetg. They.
Wellington's Invincibles '~ ascended the Patuxant and Jdisembarked at Pig Point

and moved on to Upper Marlborough?ndat daylight on August 24th, General Ross
began hie advénce on Bladensburg, where the Washington mas Joined by
2000 volunteere from Baltimor e;. The morning report of this recently organized
American army consisted of 400 regular troops, 600 marines and 4,000 militia,
and when the fight occurred, the Amer icans were routed in the presence of the
President and his Cabinet. Bladensburg decided the fate of the Capitol at
Washington, which was burned aﬁd the President was forced to flee. After
geveral ds;ys, the British returned to their g8hips and sailed for Baltimore

, Sept.
appearing at the mouth of the Patapsco on the morning of 1lth. fThey

attempted to make a landing at Bodkin Point, evidently to attack Baltimore from
the south and the rear, but a battallion of the 22na regiment (Anne Arundel

s
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County) fired on their boats from behind trees om the bluff and they with-
on

drew and crossed over to North Point, the oppocite side of the Hiver. Here

their army was disembarked on the morning of September 12th and began its

merch yp the lorth Point Road while their fleet came up the Patapseo to
bombard our fortifications. Baginning; with April, 1813, the citizens of

Bal timore had worked tirelessly to perfect our defences -~ a period of pre-
parations that proved to.be our salvation - and when General Stricker

learned that the British had landed at North Point Bamd, he sent the 5th, 6th,
27th, 29th, and 51st regiments to meet them at the narrowest part of the
peninsula at a point between the head water of Bear Creek and Back River. Here

General Ross was killed,athe advancé was checked and the proposed plan of the

Britieh to make a juncture of their fleet and their army before Baltimore

was frustrated. That evening, the British Army returned to their transports »
and the fleet, whieh had moved up the river and taken its position, began the
bombardment of Fort McHenry. <The entrance to the harbor had been closed by

boats that had been sunk in the channel and a heavy iron chain had been

gtretched from the Iazaretto to the Fort. Our troops fell back to protect the
defensee around the water front. At daylight on the moming of September

13th, the British fleet opened fire on Fort licHenry which they bombarded omax-
wEaasxey until 7 o'eclock on the morning of Se;;tnmber 14th, whénrthey stopped
firing and began to drop dowm the river and got undexr way.

Before daylight on the morning
bexrtomitnbetoomg September 14 th, the enemy attempted & surpricse attack

from the rear by sending & regiment of men in boate up the mein branch of the
Pataspco between the Fort and what ie now Wagner's Point; but Captain Franeis

wiich
Hanoock'e company of the 22nd Regiment, jgh® wue: patroling that mEx=kxk=x

' whic

pogition, heard their muffled oare and ligh#ed: a hayrick, tﬁrew them into
full view of the Six Gun Battery and Fort Covingtton further up the river, msw
The terrible from these batteries
gave-them 4 devaetating crosesfire whdedx sunk & number of their boats and they

were forced to retire back to their ehipe.
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When the Britieh Army wae in camp at Upper Mar lborough preparing for
ite attack on Washington, Admiral Cockburn had made his headquarters at the
houee of Dr. Beanes, the leading Phyeician of that town, uhderragreeable
condi tione of mutual courtesy; tut when their army had returned to their
shipe from the pillage of Washington, emall groupe of stragelere began to
appear, who plundered homes as they went. Dr. Beanes rut himself &t the
head of a small body of citizens, who pursued and arreeted some of them, and
when thie newe was conveyed to the iﬁ:glish,?%&?ﬁ%’hment wag sent up to re-

lease the prisoners and to arrest Dr. Beanes. ltharx Francis Scott Key, per-

hear -

@onal friend of Dr. Beanes, imxlj‘%gf thie, dobtained permiseion from the - 5
g0

Fresident to intercede for Dr. Beanes. Key wes instructed to kmebemxto Balti- |

more and report to M(. John Us Skinner, the government agent for flags of
truce, who was ordered to aoco'fnpany Key om—hie-miesdion. <rThey sailed down the ||
.Bay, amd found the British fleet off the mouth of the Potomac River ypreparing |
for the expedition againet Baltimore. Zxplaining hie mission, Key made =

etrong plea for Dr. Beanes and told of the care and attention that had been '
given to the English wounded, until General Ross relented and said that he wouid
 release him after the attack on Baltimore, but in the meantime, neither he nor
Dr. Beanee would be permitted o leave the fleet. They were quartered on the
frigate "Surprise™ which wasicommanied by B3%r Thomas Cockrane, a son of the
fleet commander, and the Britieh sailed for .Baltimor €. Arriving at the mouth
of the Patapeco, Admiral Cockrane shifted hise flag to the "Surprise"” in order
that he might be able to mowe further up the River to superintend the attack
on Fort licHenry, and Key and Dr. Beanes were sent back on board their own
veseel accompanied by a gdard of lar ines to keep them from landing. They were
. fortunately placed in a position where they could see the flag of Fort McHenry

from the deck of their vessel, and Key remained on deck during the whole
N'-'r bombardment, watohing every shell as it fell. While the bombardment son-

\_inued, he knew that the Fort had not gurrendered, but suddenly, the bombard-
: ' that they might

waes stopped.by the British who fearedAﬁ hit their men who were attempting




’ i R | 1
8,

to pass the fort to make the attack from the rear, amd he wndered if the fort
had surrendered, When the dawn broke, he was pacing the deck, and was re-
lieved to fiind that "Our Flag Was Still There", Dur ing the exuiltation of the
moment, Key wrote the"Star Spangled Bamer" and when the Briticsh withdrew,
they were informed they could -leave. Key returned to Baltimore wheme the 1

gong wae immedizately put to music.

For two years, the American Ammy had been on the defencive. The cam-
raigne in the North hed been dismal failures. The only bright spot in the war
had been the success of our small nawy, who with our privateersmen
had crippled the Britieh Marine. In less than two yeare, thi® new navy had
captured 56 men-o=-war carrying 886 cannone, and thousands of prisoners. Englandﬂ
boast that Britania ruled the waves, had been humilisited and with her defeat
at North Point and Fort McHenry, they soon arraigned for the Ireaty of Peace
which wae signed at Ghent on December 24th, 1814.

/ ~ The War of 1812 - our Second War for Independence from Great Britain-
has been called by some & needless war., It is true that it might hafe been
arbitrated,like any other war might have been arbitrated, but when one counts
the resulte attained, it was far from needless. 1t had to be, and the winning
of it led to American ini ependence from all other nations, and broke us away
from these influences ¢f our old coloniasl life, which mﬁ holding back our
proper developement. It freed American politics and policies from Huropean
etandarde and egtablished a respect for our mationality among the governments
of the world which permitted #s to work out our own system: according to our
own plane, Jlts effect upon the local life in Baltimore and upon the progress
0f ourceity was very pronounced. ‘“he ' experiences of those who had served on
board of the privateeres created a epirit of adventure among our young men,
gome of whom joined ¥olivar in hie attempt to liberate the South American
States from Spanieh domination, and the intimate history of South Ameriecan

freedom is linked with their names. Otheres entered the merchant marine service

it S 1
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and carried the neme of Haltimore t0 21l parte of the worlad, 'i‘he Balt imore
Clipper became the gtandard of swift gailing vessels in the seven geasg,

Our growing trade directed the attantion of our merchants to transportation
generally and the money that wae made through our shipping interests very
natura 11y found an outlet in starting the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, with
this 6ity as the atnzting point of the first railroad in the country. We
built the Battle Monument mndbhe fir 8t ‘Woaument to George Waahin\gton eand our
public epirit, as exemplified in our increasing memorials gained us the name

0f the Monumentsal City. The time that followed wag the period of Geor ge
Pesbody and Johne Hopkins., /

we g wher e men -
o Fort licHenry s& a garrison poét] was-an

-

Durine the War
e«were &iated YEPLT L.

WMG and d Gl FEOWETEA TaRY-TTON oY ac tive service.

in the bivil War it performed the eame function, and many prisoners were

confined there, especially after the battle of Gettysburg, when large numbere
/ wOf wounded men were brought to the Fort. ltscofficere imdwmtmd phyedoaid-
.«yb/yexamined and inducted imio xthextedrcaxixindEmizer the lMaryland National
i Guard into the Federal Volunteer Service during the Spanish American War ang
the Sixth U, 8. Artillery, which garrigoned the post, was one of the first
regiments to reach Cuba. One of the largest military hogpitale in the count ry
wae built on the reservation during the World War and this wase maintained for
geveral yeare thereafter, caring for thousande of wounded and otherwise dis-

ebledssgoldiers, until it was finelly evacuated.

/ We are about to dedicated For t licHenry on September 12th, next, ag s
National Shrine. fThis fort, which wae built as one of the strongestsfortifi-
cations of ite time, is now being restored to the same condition that it wase
~in 1814. ke sExxw#xwsx Both grandfathere of the writer had been born before
the fort was finished. ‘The art of war, like many other things has been entire-

ly changed, in three generatione, during which time the popula tion of Baltimore
has grom toalmost-& million, until one wonders what our people may see in the
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next gentury of our country's growth. May the Glory ummhiunm‘*‘- \
e 5o Roxdxbe@moxgiexxof Fort lMcHenry presage the future.







The Committee on Fort lMcHenry ie pleased to congratulate the
Speiety of the War of 1812 in Maryland upon the successful attainment

of its greatest desire,

The recent session of Congress apprepriated the money that was
necessary to restore the premiéee and Fort McHenry was dedicated as a

bational Shrine on September 12th, 1928,

This happy culmination of a project that was started in this
Society over forty years agd containe 80 much that is of historic interest
to ue, that it might be advisable to tell the story by starting at the
beginning.

Previous to the Revolutionery War, baltimore wae an inconspicuous
town thaet was juet beginning to take on a commercial importance, The.rich
goil of the country provided good grain for ite mills, and Maryland flour
and Maryland tobacco were developing an increasing trade from this port
with the West Indies and with Hurope. The war interrupting this growing
foreign trade, many of our people turned privateers, and the town soon

grew rich with the spoile of British commerce.

In Mareh, 1776, the people of Baltimore were alarmed by the news
that the Britieh warship "Otter" accompanied by two tenders and several
prizes, was in the Chesapeake Bay. IHarthworke were thrown up and 18
;eannon were mounted at Whetstone Point. This fortification, which was the
beginning of Fort MecHenry, was put under the command of Capt. N. Smifh.

A large force of men were employed to erect a boom between Whetstone Point
and the Iazaretto and a chain was stretched across the neck of the harborx
suppor ted by 21 sunken schooners to prevent the expected attack by the
British. Meanwhile, the lMaryland ship "Defence" wase lying in the harvor
nearly completed, and when volunteers from Smallwood's Battalion offered

to serve on board of her as marines, her commmnder, Capt. James Nicholson
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rushed the work and sailed out to attack the British, who fled and left

their prizes behind.

L —

The population of Baltimore had doubled during the Revolutionery War

because of the activity of the port, and in the deczsde that followed, it
wae doubled again. 1In 1794, it looked as if we would be drgwn into an-
other war, because of the conflict between France and Great Britain, and
it was decided to enlarge the defenses at Whetstone Point. Major J. J.
Ulrich Rivardi, a french artillery engineer who had come to this zountry
during the Revolution, was employed to make the plans, which ineluded the *
present star bastion fort, with upper and lower batteries, and it was also
deemed adviegable to place this improved fortification under the control of
the Federal Government. 1In 1798, Major Tousard was ordered to examine the
defenses and report upon them to the war department, and_gifg ?gftfgfggg?gh
was named for James McHenry of Baltimore who was appointed the Secretary

of War in 1798, and who had previousgly served as Secretary to General Wash-

ington during the Revolution.

By the year 1800, the population of Baltimore hed again doubled over
what it wae in 1794, and by 1810, it had doubled over what it was in 1800,
We bad become the third city of commercial importance in tﬁe Union, eand
when the War of 1812 wae declared, and the Chesapeake was blockaded by the 1]
British, our shipping was interrupted and we again turned to privateering
as we had done during the Revolution. ¥his marked us with Britain®'s par-
ticular disfavoyy and after Washington had been sacked and burned,'they
turned their attack on Baltimore. The British land forces were stopped at
Nor th Point and their fleet wae rgpulsed by Fort licHenry which withstood
8 terrific bombardment for a day and a night, during which Prancies Scott
Key was inspired to write what has become by acclamation our National

Air - The Star Spangled Banner.
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The first deed of transfer of property for this fortification was
frolmm Alexander Furnival, who on July 20th, 1795, conveyed to the United
States Government,. seven acres and fifty-eight perches. This was folldwed
by two deeds from William Goodman, for a similar purpose, dated November
6th, 1798 and August 26th, 1800, conveying thirteen acres three rods and
twenty-five perches, and another from William ©'Donnell, dated January 4th
1804, conveying five acres. The fort grounds contained twenty-six and one-

quarter acres at the time of the War of 1812,

L Jurisdiction ovex this reservation wes ceded to the United States

Government by the act of the Maryland Legislature, Jamuary 30th, 1816.
Between September 10th, 1836 and November 16th, 1838, six other deeds were
recorded, conveying an additional twenty-egix and one-half acres, meking

fifty-two and three quarters acres in the enlarged reservation; and Jurie-

diction over thies was assumed by the Govermment under a similar act of the

Maryland Legislature passed March #8th, 1834,

On September 15th, 1814, the deay after the bombardment, the Defenders
8ociety of Baltimor e was formed to perpetusate the heroic deedes and to
memorialize the men who had been engaged in the three day fight around
Baltimore. The Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland, compo ged of the

descendantes of these men is the worthy succeegsor of that object and when

Genexal Pefer Leary, who wae a captain of artillery at Fort MchHenry and
afterwards the President of this Society, reported in 1893 that the Govern-
ment wae planning to abandon Fort MecHenry because it had outlived its l
ugefulness as & fortification, this Society began to take steps for the
preservation of thie historic landmark which had been created when the

nation began, and had played esuch an intereetiﬁg part throughout our historyd

Under the leadership of Gemeral Leary, our Soeiety_was able to pre-

vent the evacuation of the Fort, for military purposes until after the
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panish-Amer ican Wer, 1In 1906, it was planned by the War Department to
{,Zivr Fort McHenry to the Department of the Interior as & cattle quarantine
gtation. Again we were fortunate in having a rast president of our Society,
~ Bawin Warfield, Governor of the State of Maryland, and Generasl Clinton IL.
Riggs, the present president of our Spciety,aeAAdjutant General of Mary-
1and; and at the last moment General Riggs was successful in preventing
the proposed transfer by taking over the premises as a drill ground for the

Maryland National Guard at a nominal rental.

In 1911, Gemeral Clinton L. Riggs, was sppointed Chairman of a !
Commiseion of forty, by Gemeral Crowthers, "to per suade the govermment
to convert thie fort into a national park" and bills were introduced in
Congrese by Senator Raymor and by Represenator Linthicum for the PY eserva-
tion of Fort McHenry and the grounds connected therewith as a government
reservation, under the control of the Secretary of War. These bille did
not pase and on Augnst 13th, 1913, Represenator Linthicum introduced another
bill "to place the supervision and control of Fort MeHenry and the grounds
connected therewith under the City of Baltimore". This will was defeated;
but & new bill was introduced by kMr. Linthicum in 1914 and was pa ssed
"granting permission to the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore to oceupy

the reservation as a city park".

Under the impulge of the Centennial of the Star Spangled Bammer the
City of Baltimore improved the grounds at Fort lcHenry as a city rark and
although our Society never approved the measure, we were glad to feel that
Fort McHenry would be preserved. 'When the World War broke out and the
Government took over the grounds again for the purpose of & military hoespital
and the time came when these hospital buildings would be vacated, we again

saw the poseibility of our dream.

Fortunately, we had:created considerable public interest in the pro-

position to meke Fort McHenry a National Monument. General John R, Bland
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at his own expense, published & handsome brochure which was sent to the
members of Congress and to the Governorg of everj gtate appealing for the
preservation of Fort McHenry as a Nationzl Park. Coopetrating with thie
Committee and with the Maryland Histdtical Society and other pa triotiec
gocisties, we began another crusade. Bille were introduced in Conéreas,
some of which conflieted with the others and hearings were given before
the representative committees that had these bills in charge. The matter
wae thoroughly discussed and ceventually the sentiment was erystallized
to make Fort McEenry a National Park and the interest of our members of
Congress and the state and city administration was enlisted. We cannot
give too much credit to the Maryland Delegstion in Congress during the
sessions of 1922-23-24-25, nor to the different elements that helped the
cause, It is true that the bills that were introduced in these several
gegsions of Congreses died in the house, until the bill making Fort McHenry
8 National Shrine was passed and signed by the President on March 3xd, 1926,
The bpill app{ppxiating the necessary money for the restoration of the fort

and grounde, however, was lost in that seseion of Congress,

We wexre able to keep the needed appropriation in the army deficiency
bill and have it approved by the budget committee in the succeeding sessions
of congress., Our great fear was that it might be cut out by the several
military affairs commit tees of Congress. ZEventually it was repor ted on the
floor of the House of Representatives and passed, although it was held up
by a sub-committee of the committee on military affairs in the Senate. Ve
had learred our lesson from the previous failures. Through personal solici-
tations and the enlistment of friends throughout the country and the coop-
eration of Mr. Joseph Bristor and Richard Worthington of our society, we
were able to bring the measure out on the floor of the Sena te, untouched,

where it was passed end finally signed by President Coolidge.

T—
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;f;e Committee is indebted to the Membership of our Society, to the
T:;f:iands who have supported the propoegition &nd have helpted to make
/' Fort McHenry a Netional Shrine under the control of the Federal Government.
Much public interest was shown in ite dedication on September 12th last,

when we entertained the Gemeral Society of the War of 1812 in a Bi-innual
Congress.

Our work is not finished, however. The iaatoxation will soon be

~ completed and it is proposed to establish & museum at the fort. A

: i
- rucleus of thie has beem promised =nd we hope to make an exhibit that will

interest the large number of p30p19 who are vieiting Baltimore's patriotic
spot, Fort McHemry.
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FORT ke HENRY
By

James K. Hancoek

The dedieation of Fort Mchenry as & national shrine on September
12th, 1928, to be followed by the celebration of the 200th Anniwersary et
of the founding of baltimore in 1929, affords an interesting retrospect

of our local history that is unique. |

Previous to the Rewlution, Baltimore was an inconspicuous town that
wag just beginning to grow because it possessed certain factores for trade.

4n atundance of iron ore that was easily worked, provided a supply of

this useful metal for tools,and several swift moving waterwayes led to the

building of a number of mille. The rich soil of the country around supplied
a high grade of wheat for these mills, and the reputation ﬁf; our flour and
Maryland ‘grein and.l tobacco was developing an increasing trade with Europe
and the West Indies. When the war interrupted this growing foreign business,
many of our ship owners and merchants turned to privateering. Between April i
1777 and March 1782, two hundred and forty-eight privateers and letters of
marque sailed from this port. <These privateers were not only the nursery of

our infant navy but the town grew rich with the sptils of British commerce.

In March, 1776, the people of baltimore were alarmed by the news that
the British warship "Otter" accompanied by two tenders and severzl prizes,
wae in the Chesapeske Bay. Harthworks were thrown up and 18 caunon were
mounted at Whetstone Point.and this for tification, which was the beginning
of Fort McHenry, was put under the command of Capt. L. Smith. A boom was

erected between Whetstone Point and the ITazaretto and a chain was stretched

acrose the neck of the harbor csupported by 21 sunken schooners to prevent

the expected attack by the British. Meanwhile, the Maryland ship "Defence”
wag lying in the harbor nearly completed, and when wolunteers from Smell-

wood'e Battalion offered to serve on bhoard of her as marines, her commander,
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Capt, James'Nicholeon rushed the work and sailed out to attack the Briti sh,
who fled and left their prizes behind.

The population of Baltimore doubled during the Revolutionery War

becausge of the activity of the port, and in each of the several decades
progressively

that followed it was,\doubled again. In 1794, it looked as if we wonld
be drawn into another war because of the confliect between France and Great
bBritain, aml it was decided to enlarge the defenses at Whetstone Point.
Major J. J. Ulrich Rivardi, a french artillery engineer who had come to
this country during the Revolution, was employed to mé.ke the plans, whi'éh
included the present star bastion fort, with upper and lower batteries,
and it was also deemed advisable to place this improved fortification under

the control of.the Federal Government. In 1798, Major Tousard was ordered

to examine the defenses and :report upon then to the war derjrtmant and

¥

this fortifioation was mamed for James Mcnnnry, who had served asg
Saoretary to General Washington during the Kew lution, and who was

gppointed the Secretary of War in 1798, .
o2 xne - quarter of a century following

1790 was an unusual period in the

world's affairs.

Fort MoHenry
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It ie doubtful if any city in the

history of the world previous to that
time had increased in population as

rapidly as Baltimore had grown within
the,P&aoeagng_ iwenty-five years . By
1812 we had become the third city of

/ . e
—

commercial importance in the union and
when the Chesapeake was blockaded by the
British, and our éhipping was again 4
interrupted, we turned to privateering

a8 we had done during the Kevolution

and began to haragg the British

et
1
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The War of 1812 - Our Second War for independence
from Great Britain-has been called by some & need-
less war., it is true that it might have been
arbitrated, but when one counts the results at-
tained, few things in the m tion's history have
produced greater results. ‘he wilnning of it led
to American independence from all other nations
and broke us away from these influences bf our old
colonial life, which¥ere holding back our proper
developement, 1t freed American politics and
policies from European standards and established
a respect for our Nationality among the Governments

of the World, which permitted ueg to work out our own

gystems xf for the betterment of the race,snd Port

bol of the many things that have been evolved as
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1te effeet upon the local 1ife ana brogrees of Baltimore were equally

poeitive. ihe experiences of the privateersmen encouraged a growing epirit |

of adventure in the heartsand minds of our young men, am many of whom,
stimulated by the prospects of trade, went into the Merchant marine Service
end =omm carried the name of saltimome to all parte of the world. dhe
baltimore Clipper became the standard of swift sailing ships x= in the
seven seas, The period that followed was the day of Peabody, of Johns
fopking and other merchant princes that bstablished a prestige for Balti-

more which will never be forgotten.

/ 1914 when

Fort Mchenry was contmuoualy uged as a garrison post until,\the art
of war had been so changed by modern implemente and high power expltsives
that its usefulness as a fortification had passed. Dur ing the World War

one of the largeetmili tary hospitals in the country wae built on the re-

servation and this was maints ined for geveral years thereafter, caring for

thousends of wounded and otherwise disabled soldiers, until it was finally

.
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evacuated. 1t has been restored as it wes during the bombardment, Heptember 13& |

14th, 1814 and its glory will still live as a national shrine - the birth-

place of the “"Star Spangled Bammer "-and the defense of Baltimore, the only

large city on our Atlantic Coast over which the enemy’s flag has never flown.
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“FORT MCHENRY ~A NATIONAYT SHRINE

What it means in the History of the United States and to the City of
Baltimore. |
The restoration of Fort MoHenIy.— the Birthplace of the Star Spangled %
Banner - and its dedication as a National Shrine, arouses in one's mind 1
an interest in thgse early days of our City and Nation. Nothing in the
History of Baltimore has been more conspicuous #@nd has reflected greater
credit on her citizens than did the stirring evente which occurred around
this City during the fateful days of September 12th to 14th, 1814. The
year 1812 opened upon an unusual condition of the world's affairs. For
15 years Napoleon had succeeded in defeating every coalition that Zurope
had sent againet him. All of Zurope was at war and American trade with
the rest of the world had been restricted by British Orders of Council
and French Imperial Decrees. We had been forbidden by each Nation to 1
trade with the other and her Allies}' The United States was in her swaddling ‘
clothes. Our Government, established under the Constitution,soon found
iteself in the throes of Politieal discord when George Washington, our first
President, died.“IOne ‘8lement in thie country favored Britain because of
natural ties; amnother favored Ffance because of her help during éur
revolution; while over all there was a strong spirit thet wanted to make
America an independent country, free of all foreign éntanglaments. The
City of Baltimore felt these influences very gtrongly. Within the twenty
years preceeding, we had grown to be the third eity of Commerdt#al impor tance
in the Country, largely under the influence of building ships for those

merchante who sought trade export with the contending powers in Europe.

In his atteampt to solve this great international problem, Thomas
Jefferson had imposed The Embargo Act to awid war, but its restrictions
were €0 contrary to human nature that it was openly broken, until after

it was Yepealsd,

four teen monthe of hardship on the American trade,

P T —



2,

Jefferson's policy of non-aggression had not only proven a failure, but
it encouraged England to deny our rights. Great Britain saw her opportunity
to demoralize our Government and through emissaries sought to create a dis-
cord between lew England and the Bouthern States. The British Navy was
mistrese of the seag, and in her demand for seamen for her fleete, impresced
American sailore into her sgervice, and hér navy 2:;:;e§aound our chores and
geized our shipping in hex efforte to prevent our trade with France and the 4
ﬁest Indies, “

Because of these tyrranical impositions, Congress was compelled to

proteet our rights by declaring war on Great Britain on June 18th,1812.

The American treasury was almost empty and we had but seven veseels in

our navy and about 5000 men in the army. Yet America, with this emall
force declared war against the greatest nation on earth; a nation which
had at ite disposal thousands of ships and corps of trained weterans;. We
had to construct an army out 'of our Militia just 2s we had to do when we
declared war on Gemmany, and we supplemented our seven frigates with armed
vessels of which Baltimore built and supplied over 50 per cent. These

privateersmen took to the seas to harase the English fleets and Baltimore's

1

ships were soon scouring the coast of IEngland iteelf, geizing her ships

and demoralizing her commerce. This marked Baltimore with England's dis-
favor end in her effort to blockade the Chesapeakey the British established
headgquarters on Tangier Island and at other.places on the Bay from which
she exacted tribute of our citizens. In April, 1813, her fleet appeared

at the mouth of the Patapsco, and the people of Baltimore were made to
realize bBheir danger. No money for defense wae available from the

Bational Government. The liilitia was called out, the City Counecil of

Balt imor ¢ appropriated $20,000.00 for constructing our defenses, while

the citizens of Baltimore subscribed $500,000 and ordered every able

bodied citizen who was not under arms to report with pickaxes, shovels,

wheelbarrows, ete., for duty in constructing the city's.defenses.
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Baythworks were thrown up around the City. At Patterson Park you can
etill see part of the o0ld entrenchments that were throwm up from the
water line around to what is now Greemmount Cenetery. The defenses at
Fort McHenry were strengthened by appropriating the heavy guns from a
French Frigate that lay up for repairs in our harbor. Water batteries
were established, and signal wats were sent down the river, while
troops of cavalry were stationed along the Bay and river shores to re-

port any actifity.

The British A@miral sent up a flag of truce under preteit of
forwarding a letter to the Secretary of State, but his messenger was
not allowed to approach nearer than four miles from the City, where he
wag detained by one of our barges. The officer in charge of the flag
of truce asked whether the citizens of Baltimore had mounted the gune
from the French War ehipl"i-'at f‘ort McHenr _as had been reported, and when
told that they had, Admiral Cockburne?:;hanged his plan to attack the City
(at<the-time) and his fleet sailed u;) the Bay where they took Havre De
Grace, destroyed a cannon foundry on the upper bay, occupied Spesuti
lgland and sacked Fredericktown and Geovgetown on the Sasgsafras River.
The British were employed in the upper part of the C-heaapeake all
summer, land;ing at 5te Michael's and other places on the Bastern Shore
and menacing Anmapolis, until the whole bay was under their control.
#rom aflother encampment near Fort Iookout they merauded the Potomac and
the Patuxant sections and menaced St. Mary's and Calvert County. On the
8th of iAugust, fifteen vessels moved up in sight of Baltimore asg if > e-
paring for an attack,; but the Forts at Patterson Park were g6 promptly
marmed, and with tfi) pieces of Artillery, sapplementing the marine batteries

at Fort McHenry’\ it discouraged the enemy, and in a few days, the fleet

moved off and occupied Kent Island from whence they marauded the

Eagtern Shore and Anne Arundel County. In November, a large part of the
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Despite the fact that the British faset had been blockmding the Chesapasake
and ravaging ite shorej almost within sight of the Natiomal Capitol, there
were on Jume lst, 1814, but 2208 soldiers of the remmlar amy in the whole
dietrict from Norfolk to Baltimore. On July 2md, the 10th Hilitary District
wag formed, consisting of the State of lMaryland, the District of Columbia,
and that part of Virginia lying between the Rappahannock and the Potomac.
On Buly 9th, General Winder, commanding that district, whose entire force
of regular troops was between BOO and 800 men, = ggested that 4,000 militia
should be called out, two thousand of whom should be stationed between the
South River and Washington, and two thousand in the vieinity of Baltimore.
It wae not until August 20 th that General Winder's suggestion wae approved.
That same day, the British Fleet, accompanied by the new troops from the
war in France and Spaiﬁ, ascended the Patuxant and disembarked at Pig

Point and moved an to Upper Marlborough., At daylight on August 24th, Gen-
eral Ross began his advance on Bladensburg, where the Wasghington army was
Joined by 2000 volunteers from Baltimore. The morning report of this recent-
ly organized American army consisted of 400 remmlar troops, 600 marines and
4,000 Militia, and when the fight occurred, the Americans were routed in the
presence of the President and his Cabinet. The less said about the inglorious
battle of Bladensburg, the better. It decided the fate of the Capitol at
Waghington, which was burned and the President was forced to fiee. After
geveral days, the British returned to their ships and eailed for Baltimore
appearing at the mouth ofithe Patapsco on the mQ¥ming of the 1lth. Their
amy wae disembarked op the morning of the 12th of September and began its
march up the North Point Road while their fleet came up the Patapsco to
bombard our fortifications. Beginning with April, 1813, the citizens of
Baltimore had worked tirelessly to perfeect our 'defenses - a period of
preparation® that proved to be our salvation - and Gemeral Stricker, learn-
ing that the Britieh had landed, sent the 5th, 6th, 7th, 27th 29th, and

5lst regiments to meet them at the narrowest part of the peninsula at a
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point between the head water of Bear Creek and Back River. Here the
British advance was checked and Gen. Ross was killed, and the .pr0poaed
plan of the British to make a juncture of their fleet and their army before
Baltimor e, was frustrateds. That evening, the British returned to their
tranegports and the fleet, which had moved up the river and taken ite poeition
began the bombardment of Fort licHenry. The American troeps fell back to
pro tect our defenses around the water front. At daylight on the morning of
September 13th, the British fleet opened fire on Fort licHenry which they
bombarded continuously until 7o'clock on the morming of September 14th, when
they stopped firing and began to drop down the river and get under way.
Baltimore had been saved through the heroism and sacrifice of her citizen

goldiere, who gave in men and money to retiieve the nation's bad fdrtune,

When the British Ammy was in camp at Upper Marlborough, preparing
for the attack on Washington, Admiral Cockburn had made his headquarters
at the Mome of Doctor Beanes, The officers mere furnished with every com-
fort that he could provide and Dr. Beanes nd his family were treated with
cour teey, and guards were placed around his grounds to prevent any depre-
dation by their troops. When the army had returned to their ehips,
stragglers begen to pase through the towm, eingly or in amall squads,
plundering houses as they went. Dr. Beanes headed a small body of citizens
who pureued and arrested some of them. When this news was conveyed to the
Bbplish camp, a detachment was sent to release the prisoners and they
arrested Dr. Beanes., When lir. Francie Scott Key heard of thie, he obtained
pemission from the President and obtained letters =0 that he might inter-
cede for Dr. Beanes. lire Key was instructed to hasten to Baltimore, and
report to John S. Skinner, the government agent for flags of truce, who
wae ordered to accompany Key on his mission. They sailed down the Bay, and
found the British fleet off the mouth of the Potomac River, where they were
preparing for the expedition againet Baltimore. He was courteousgly received

bpt wvhen he applied for the release of Dr. Beanes, General Rose and
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and Admiral Cockburn dissented. Mlir, Key made & strong plea for Dr. Beanes
and told of the care and attention that had been given to the English
wounded, that Gen. Ross relented and said that he would releasgse him after
the attack on Baltimore, but in the meantime, neither he nor Dr. Beanes
would be permitted to leave the fleet. lir. Key and Dr. Beanes were placed
on the frigate "Surprise” ln&cthtaﬂntttmkc:otﬂzdx&l::ﬂzﬁitnnxlxullllluﬂli!
sigckxansgoacsomenaf zednd sadrioakeeawx which was commanded by

Sir Thomag Cockrane, a son of the fleet commender, and the British sailed

Nfor Beltimore., Arriving at the mouth of the Patapsco, Admiral Cockrane
ghifted hie flag to the !'Swrprise" in order that he might be able tormove
fur ther up the River to superintend the attack on Fort lcHenry. Key and
Dy, Beanes were sent back on board of thei£ own veseel accompanied by a
guard of Marines to keep theam from landing. They were fortunately placed
in a position where they could see the flag of Fort licHenry from the deck
of their vesesel, and H:. Key remained on deck guring the whole bombardment
watching every shell as it fell. While the bombardment continued, he kmew
that the Fort had not surrendered, but suddenly during the early mormning of
the 14th, the bombardment stopped, and he wondered whether the Fort had
surrendered. When the dawn broke, he was pacing the deck, and was relieved
to find that "Our Flag Was 5till There'. During the exultationr6f the
moment, Key wrote the "Star Spangled Banner" and when the Britieh withdrew
sx® they were informed that they couldcleave. Key returned to Baltimore,
"where the song was immediately put fo mugic and sung that night in the 0ld
Hollidey Street Theatre.

For two yearse the American Army had been on the defeneive. The cam-
peigne in the North had been dismal failuree. ‘he only bright spot in
the war had been the sudcess of our emell navy, supplemented by armed
private vessels, in which service Baltimore had been conspicuous. Half
of the privateersmer® in the navy had been supplied by Baltimore, more than

by the reet of the country. In lese than tw6 yeare, this new navy had cap-




|

i our merchants and to our shipbuildres naturally #irected their sttention
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tured 56 men-o-war carrying 886 cannons, and thousands of prieoners.
“ngland'e boast that Britania ruled the waves, had been humiliated and
with her defeat at lorth Point and Port McHenryy they soon arraigned for
the Treaty of Peace which Was signed at Ghent on December 24th, 1814.

The War of 1812 - our Second War for Independence from Great Britain
hag been called by some & needless war, It is true that it might bave been
arbitrated, like any other war might have been arbitrated, but when one
counte the resulte attained, it wae far from needless. It had to ﬁe. and
the winning of it led to American Independence from all other natione, and
broke us away from theee influences of our old colonial life, which was
bolding back our proper developements It freed American politice and
policies from European standards and established a respect for our Nation-
ality among the Governmente of the World, which pemmitted us to work out
our own systems for the betterment of the race and Fort McHenry is not only
& National Shrine as the Birthplace of the Star Spangled Bamner, but it is |
& symbol of the many things that have been evolved as distinctly American.

Its effect upon the local 1life and progress of LBaltimore were
equally posgitive. The experiences of the privateersmen encouraged a grow-
ing epirit of adventure in the hearte and minds of our young men, some of
whom planned to restore & white' man's government to Hayti. Stimulasted
by the tales of the French Refugees who had come from there during the
ingurrection on that island, small groups went to the south coast of Hayti,
where they met Bolivar who was recruiting for hig attempt to liberate the
South Americen States from Spanish domination. They joined with him and
the intimate history of South American freedom ig linked with their nemes.
Othere, stimulated by the prospects for trade that had developed during
the period went into the Wjerchant Marine service and soon carried the name
of Baltimore to all parts of the world. The Baltimore Clipper became the
gtandard of swift séiling trading shipe in the seven seas. Uhe returns to

e 2
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to quick traneportation and etimulated the building of the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad, whth Baltimore as the starting point of the first railrosd
in America.

Under the eame influences, we built the battle Monument asnd Waehington' ¢

Monument ~ the first monument to George Washington in the Country- and
our public spirit as exemplified in Baltimore's iner eaging memoriale
geined for ue the mame of the lMonumental City. The period that followed
wag the day of Peabody, of Johnal'ﬁppkﬂ:na and other merchant princes that
establ ished & prestige for Baltimore which will never be forgotten.

The art of war has been changed by modern implements and high power
exploeives, until the usefulness of Fort licHenry has passed as & fortifi-
eation, It ie being restored as it wae during i%e bombardment, September
13th end 14th, 1814 and its glory will still live as a National Shrine-
the Birthplace of the Star Spengled Banner- snd the defense of Baltimore,
the only large city on our Atlantie Cocast over which the enemy's flag

hae hever flown - o MK




The story of Fort licHenry is largely a story of Baltimore whose citiz-
ens erected it and later ceded it to the Federal Government in 1816, two
years after its dramatic bombardment.

‘hine tenths of the force that defended Baltimore against the three day
attack by the British in 1814, were local militiamen and seven of the eight|
batteries in Fort licHenry at that time were Baltimore voluateer artillery.

The history of Fort licHenry provides the best, if not the only cross
section that is extant throughout the life of the republic and this history
can be best portrayed by a man who is familiar with the traditions of paltis
more.

lire Worthington is well qualified for the position and has a pleasing
personality; and with his training in other work would make an execellent
superintendent and a likeable host to the vistors at this historie shrine.
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/ ‘ Fort lMeHenry

;"' The Birthplace of The Star Spangled Banner.

{.Tﬁe story of rort licHenry is really a story of Baltimore whoss citizens
built and manned an 18 gun battery at the entrance $o their harbor, in 1776, |
while Boston, New York, Philadelphia and other seaports were in the hands f
of the snem).  for periods of a year and longer, Baltimore was at no time ;
under the eontrol of the British. this eity also supplisd the first two f
warships for the Continental Navy, whose highest ranking officer throughout |
the war was a Baltimorean; and besides building other vessels for naval service
the records of the Court of Admiralty show that 248 privateers were registered
out of saltimore to help fight against the enemy, l

When another war with ureat Britain was threatensd in 2794, the old

revolutionary fort was englarged and offered tothe redersl wovsrnment "as a
fort or an arsenal for public defensa"and when the Ue S. Navy was organized
in 1798, becausse of a naval war with rrance, bBaltimore built more warships thanm
any other city and Maryland buiit furnished mors officers for that navy than
any other State in the Union. 4he Constsellation--the first frigate in the
Ues S. Navy was built in Baltimore and 12 guns were taken from the fort and

mounted on the (onstellation and 12 more were ssnt to rhiladelphia to help

arm the frigate United 8tates so that she could get to sea, <this depleted
the armament at the fort so materially that the people of Baltimore then
subscribed the money to build the Star Fort, with walls 35 feet thick and i
when it was completed they named it after Col. James licHenry of Baltimore who |
was Secretary of War 1796-1800. |
During this period the Baltimore Clipper--the Swiftest sailing vessels
that the world had ever ssen--was devseloped and Baltimore merchants soon
dominated the trade with the West lndies. By 1812, three quarters of American |
commérce was carried in saltimore Clippers and when the war of 1§12 was de=
clared, one third of the ships in the U. S. NHavy had besn bu};jfin’ﬁii:;;;;:SF?
and one fifth of the officers and one eighth of ?23 men in the nav& were lary=-
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Fort licMenry, The Birthpluce of the Star Spangled Banney,

By
James i. Hancock, Pres, Society War of 1812 in Maryland,

In 1776, the citizens of Baltimore erected a water battery of 18 guns at
the narrow entrance to their harbor to oppose the entrance of British ships.
In 1794, an upper battery was added to this and in 1799, the works were
further strengthened by the erection of the Star Bastion Fort, with walls 35
fost thick. This fort was built by public subseription and when completed it
was named Fort HeFenry in honor of Col. James HMeFenry, of Baltimore, who
served as 3ecretary of War under Presidents Washington and John Adams,

During the War of 1812, Baltimore sent more privateers to sea than any
other eity in Ameries and in an éffort to keep them from sailing, the Brite
ish began to blockade the Chesapeake in February 1813, In april, their
fleet of 15 ships came into the Patapseo but would not risk an attack, be-
cause they lmew that the citizens of Baltimore had subseribed another $500000
for defense and had strengthened the awmament at Fort licFenyy. In the summer
of 1814, the British heavily ingreased their forees in the Chesapeake and
after capturing the g¢ity of Washington and burning its public buildings they
returned to their ships with the avowsd intentions of taking Baltimore,
Planning a joint attack of their army and navy, the British fleet of 70 sail
came into the Patapseo during the svening of September 1lth and disembarked
their troops at Iorth Point before daylight on the morning of 3eptember 12th,
while their bombing fleet moved up the river to attagk Fort HcFenry. 7The
Baltimore Brigade was sent out to oppose the enemy's advance and established
its line at the narrowest part of the Horth Point peninsula. ibout 1 o'elock
in the aftevnoor an ontpost of the 5th Maryland Regiment contacted the head
of the enemy column and in the skirmish the British Commander - Generzl Siy
Robert Ross = was killed., Shortly afterwards the whole line beeame engaged
and the militia held at bay a superior force, composed of Wellington's In=-
vineibles and Lelson's Marines, until 4 P. M. when they were gompelled to
retire on their support, 4 mile in the rears

When the British fleet began its bombardment of Fort MeHenry at daylight
September 13th the Baltimore Brigade retired to the immsdiate defense of
the eitys. All that day the Byitish army lay within one mile of the sntrench=
ments around the city waiting for their fleet to forge an entrance into the
harbore. The enemy continued its bombardment until 7 A. M. September 1ldth,
and besides innumerable round shot and rockets, their mortars hurled over
1600 bombs weighing 250 pounds each at Fort MeHenry, without being able to
carry a single position,. Before daybreak, 3eptember l1l4th, the British sent
a flotilla of long boats and burges, manned by 1200 sailors and maryines
equipped with sealing ladders, into the main braneh of the river, hoping to
surprise Fort McHenry from the rear. But the ereaking of their oars was
heard by members of one of the companiss of the 22nd Maryland which was
patroling the opposits shore, who lighted a hay mow and revealed the enemy
boats to the men in Fort licHenry and in Forts Babeoeck and Covington further
up the rivers The terrific cross fire from these batteries forced the enemy
to retire in confusion and it was this diversion behind Fort lcHenry before
dawn on the morning of September 14th, that made Franeis Seott Key think
that Fort licHenry had fallen,

Key had left Baltimore some days before on a flag of truce ship to inter-
cede for the releoase of a friend who had been gaptured by the British at
Upper llarlboro. Boarding the British flag ship off the mouth of the Patuxent
Key explained his mission and was promised that his friend would be released
in his charge after the battle. When the flset rsached the mouth of the
river Key was returned, under a guard of marines, to the gartel, which was
anchored among the transports where he could observe the details of the
bombardment, Key was anxiously pacing the deck, when the dawn's early light .
revealed that our flag was still flying over Fort McHenyy and in the exultat%
ion of the moment, he wrote the Star Spangled Banner, which was published
an%hset to musie on his return to Baltimore and has now become our lationmal
Anthem.

Fort lioHenry was ceded to the United States Government in 1816,

During the Civil War, Fort lMcHenry served as a Federal Bustile for polit-
ical and military prisoners and during the Vorld War it was the site of one
of the largest military hospitals in Aimerica. [Hodern warfare has now made
its armament obsolete, but its glory still lives as a Hational Shrine = The
Birthplace of the Star Spangled Banner = and the defense of Baltimore, the
only large city in the United 3tates, that dutes from our colonial period,

over which an enemy flag has never flown,
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erganizing the Ue. S. Navy and in developing american conmercs,

g

gelieving that the record of Saltimore's marine activities in

X

were important factors in the sarly life of the nation,the Socisety

E )

of the War of 1612 in Maryland has hoped that some day, the goverﬁ- : :

ment would ¢ ~ Pacognize these cewmmamis+es e forts by returning

the U. 3. Constellation to her birthplace and use?it-as a memoriél-- -
to:thb néval gervices of this city at & eritical period in the history
of the United States. With this in view, it has enlisted the support o
of the lMayor and City Couneil of Baltimore, the iaryland ﬁistoriéal
Society, "the Ealtimore Association of Commerce, the rederation of \
Labor and every civie, patriotic and industrial organization in town
to support S. J. R. #87, as introduced in Coﬁgrees by Senstors iydings
and Hadeliffe, and He J. Re #226 by Hepresentative 3tephen W. Bamhriii‘
Petitions~ are also being circulated by the Gavel Club of Baltimore,

which will be duly presented to President Hoosevelt and Congress, re=

guesting the return of this historie old frigate to Baltimore, the

‘

only large city on the Atlantic seabomrd over which an enemy flag has

never flown.

Records of British Commerce show that in the period preceding

the Revolutionary War, more than two thirds of the direct shipping beé=
tween the “merican colonies and Great Britain, came out of the Qheasaz
peake Bay. Theée vemsels usually carrised one or two guns to protect

themselves against pirates; and experience on these armed merchantmen
was undoubfealy the training school for the 248 privately armed ships

that were registered out of Baltimore during the révolution. It is

also an historieal fact that the first two vessels for the Continental

Navy were obtained in Baltimore; and that a Baltimorean was the highesﬁ
rankigzvi%fioer in the Revolutionary War. When the war was over, Con- i
gress sold or otherwise disposed of the few ships that were 1eft in E
the Continental Havy, because the government could not afford to madin
tain them. For about ten years the seacoast town and their shipping

were unprotected, until troubles abroad made a naval force imperativs,

yhe launching of the Constellation september 7th 1797, practiecall

marks the beginning of the U. S. Mavy, and the Navy Department was
gl g o
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Fort McHenry
The Birth Place of "The Star Spangled Banner,"

> By
. James H. Hancock
President, Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland.

Baltimore is the only large city in the United States that was in
existence before the Republic began, over which an enemy flag has never
flown., Baltimore was the third city of commercial importance in America
when the War of 1812 was fought and éha 8till holds that same relative
position in export trade. Baltimore was the first city to erect a monument
to George Washington - the Father of his Country;- and the first city in
America to have railroad and telegraph communication with other parts of

the Union.
But her greatest pride is Fort McHenry - the Birth Place of the Star

Spangled Banner = the fort that turned back the British invasion in 1812
and saved the nation, after the ce¢ity of Washington had fallen and New Eng-
land and the Mississippi section were planning to secede from the Union.

In March 1776, the people of Baltimore mounted a battery of 18 guns
behind log and earthen breastworks to defend the town against an expected
attack by a part of the British fleet that was operating in the Chesapeake,
Volunteers then manned the lMaryland ship "Defense," which was being built
in the harbor and went out and recaptured their prizes and drove the enemy
from the bay.

When the Revolution was over, the American people found that, al-
though the Treaty of Paris gave them political independence, it made no
consessions for their commereial outlets beyond the confines of their
thirteen states. Great Britian was still the mistress of the seas, and in-
gisted upon regulating every other nation's trade. In 1794, American re-
sentment against British interferences became so acute, that President
Washington advised the country to prepare for another war with Great Brit-
ian; and Baltimore immediately engaged a French engineer, Major J. J.

Ulrich Rivardi, to draw up plans for a more competent fortification in the



One quarter of ths privateers of the War of 1812 also sailed from Balti-;

more and beeause of these marine activities, the British promptly blockaded

the Chesapeake. Saveral times in the summer of 1813, the enemy fleet entersd
the river with the evident plan to attack the c¢ity, but Baltimoreans anti-
cipated the movement and subscribed another $500,000 to supplement the arma-
ment of Fort kcHenry and strengthen the defenses around the c¢ity, and during
the fall of 1813, they built a fleet of gunboats which was sent down the
Chesapeaks under the command of Commodore Joshia Barmey and manned by loeal
seaman, in the spring of 1814. 1The British then heavily inecreased their
forece in the Chesapeake and in August drove Barney up the F until
he was forced to land his men and burn his gunboats to help them from being
captured. <The snsmy then landed and followed Barney to Bladensburg where
the Ameriean army around Washington was defeated. Oeccupying the cityof wash
ington, the pritish bruned the Capitol, “he Whité House and other publie
building and th=n went back +to their vessels with the intentions
of taking Baltimore. JVuring the svening of September 11lth their fleet of
moreithan 50 vessels entered the mouth of the ratapsco and early on the
morning of September 12th they disembarked their army at North Point, while

their warshi 8 sailed up the river to attack rort ieHenry. Iror more than



a year the militia had been tthoroughly trained and every available
man had besn called into ssrviee. <The Baltim re Brigade went out to meet the
advanee of the british army agains the City and in a two hour battle on the
afternoon of September 12th the Lritish ueneral 3ir Robert Ross was killed and
the land at#ack was checked. sarly in the morning of september 13th, the guns

of the pritish flset were opeged on Fbrt ligHenry and the Bgltimore Brigade
returned to the immediate defense of the ecity. 1The British army followed to
within a mile of city lin: then-eartm-orkés-that-nadé-been Dbut did not dare
to risk an attack the earthworks that had been thrown up. For more than 25
hours the enemy fleset kept up an incessant bombardment and besides innumberable
round shot and rockets, the; fired over 1500 Bombs weighing out 250 1bs each at
rFort “cHenry in an effort to blast ehir way into the harbor, <he fort stood
firm and before daybreak on the marning of September 14th, the pSritish sent
in 1200 marines and sailors with cariy ladders in an attempt to get be
hind Fort igHenry and take it from the rear. uhe crossfire from the shore
batteries howsvsr sent them scurrying back to their ships. <Yhe army was then-
ordered back to its transports and about 7A.M. their f leet stopped ‘iring and

fell baek to join the army.




After the defeat of the American forces at Bladensburg, the British
merched on Washington amd sached the City, burning the Capitel and the
White House. Returning to their ships, they began their advance on Bal-
timore, which was & city of eonsiderable impor tance,ssd-uhsse-privateers-

jee, Here they expected to collect an
indemnity sufficient to pay the expemnse of their expedition and break up
ite shipyarde which were building many of the swift x g that were
challenging British control on the high seas.

Onward they advanced until in sight of the desired goal which was de-
fended by Fort lMeHenry and other batteries on the Patapsco Rive:;_ and by earth
worke on the Zastern side of the eity. ILanding their army at North Point,
to advance on Baltimore by land, the fleet moved up the river to subdue the
fortes at the mouth of the harbor. The invasion of their land forcee was
checked at the Battle of North Point, September 12th, 1812, whéen their com=-
manding Gemeral Ross Ef’%‘%%ﬁ and were not able to effect their planned
juncture with the fleet on the.fonbidiembtoms &2 Baltimore.

On the morning og September 13th, the British fleet manned by Nelson's
verterans began their bombardment of Fort licHenry, which was commended by
Col. Yeorge Armistead. During September 132th and 14th, sixteen veaselé of
war "hurled bombs, rockets and solid shot into dwkw its ramparts) while the
batteries of Fort licHenry made reply as best they ecould, with guns that fell
short of the British range. WM&F

t, some longer range guns
had been removed from a Freneh frigate that was up for repairs in the har-
bor and transferred i, to the Fort, so that if the evening of the 13th saw
the spirit of the Americans falling, the dawn of the 1l4th brought with it
new hopee that were soon to be realized.

Francis Scott Key, a young lawyer on an errand of mercy, had gone on
board the British cartel ship "Mimden" where he was confined until the British
plans could be carried out. From the deck of the"liinden" Key had watched
with ever increasing anxiety the bombardment of Fort McHenry during the night
of September 13th until the morning sunrise brought to his delighted vision
the Stars and Stripes "secarred but still defiantly floating."



Cfort Nc FHenry

2
Birthplace
of the
Star- Spangled

Banner
Q'—_TQ’__W

A CATECHISM OF THE
NATIONAL ANTHEM

COMPLIMENTS OF THE

‘Baltimore - Association

of (Commerce




The Star-Spangled Banner

Question—Who was the author of the Star-Spangled
Banner?

Answer—Francis Scott Key, the only son of John
Ross Key, an officer in the Revolutionary War.

Q.—When was Key born and in what place?

A —Francis Scott Key was born on the ninith day
of August, 1780, at Double Pipe Creek, Frederick
County, Maryland.

Q.—What profession did the author of the “Star:
Spangled Banner” pursue?

A —Francis Scott Key was trained for the legal
profession. He practiced law for a short period in
Frederick County, but moved, in the year 1804, to
Georgetown, D. C., to establish himself in the prac-
tice of his profession in that community.

Q.—When was Mr. Key inspired to write the verses
of our national anthem?

A —“The Star-Spangled Banner” was written on
the 14th day of September of the year 1814, when
the author, detained on board the British Cartel Ship
Minden, had witnessed the unsuccessful bombard-
ment of Fort McHenry, Baltimore, by a British fleet
of invaders commanded by Vice-Admiral Cochrane.

Q.—Was the invading force sufficiently formidable
to make the attack one of importance?

A.—The forces that descended upon Baltimore upon
this memorable occasion comprised 16 bomb and rocket
vessels, probably the most formidable hostile fleet
ever in American waters. In addition, the fleet was
giving convoy to land forces numbering 5,000 under
the command of General Sir Robert Ross. Fresh
from the continent, where, as the Duke of Welling-
ton’s “Invincibles,” they had successfully fought
against Napoleon’s armies in the Peninsula cam-
paign, they were reputed to be the picked soldiers
of Europe. Certainly in point of experience they
were far superior to the citizen soldiers upon whom
devolved the defense of the beleaguered city.

Q.—What incident was there in connection with the
invasion of the National Capital that directly gave
rise to the circumstances making possible our na-
tional anthem?

A.—Following the invasion of Washington, General
Ross, fearing the return of the American forces to
cut off his retreat under cover of darkness, imme-
diately evacuated the city, marching his men back
to the fleet in the Patuxent River. Owing to a severe
storm that raged at the time, a number of British
soldiers became detached from the main column and
trespassed upon the property of Dr. William Beanes,
a prominent citizen of Upper Marlboro, in Maryland.




THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

Becoming boisterous

and disorderly, even

W i

threatening, Dr. Beanes y A

assumed the responsi- | \ e

bility of ordering their | = | 7 al Lo /rauaé e
arrest and had them \ .

confined in the Marl- le Koae &7:"‘:) J%

boro jail. One of the

soldiers, however, ef-

fected his escape and, (ool Zhs

overtaking his com-
mand, reported the epi-
sode.

Q—What was the
result of this action on
the part of Dr. Beanes?

A.—When word of the
arrest of the British sol-
diers was received by
Rear-Admiral Cock-
burn, who was in com-
mand of the convoying
vessels, he immediately
dispatched a company
of marines to take Dr.
Beanes into custody.
The doctor was accord-
ingly apprehended,
marched half-clad from
Marlboro to the British
lines, placed in irons
and consigned to the
hold of one of the ves-
sels with the assurance
that he would later be
hanged.

Q—In what manner 4 »
did Francis Scott Key
become involved in this

matter? :

A—Mr. Richard At P e o ki A AL
West, a resident of f : t w - % TR
Marlboro and an inti- o ﬁ.,k‘_ A . 4 . Fid
mate friend of Dr. - - <ed 5 7
Beanes, carried tidings ; 56 ot M i1
of the doctor’s misfor- . ) ¢
tune to Mr. Key, in : ‘%""m e m’ﬂﬁv‘dy
Washington, and ur- : ‘ i

gently besought him to
visit the commander of
the British forces and
intercede in behalf of
Dr. Beanes.

Q.—What action did
Mr. Key resolve upon?

A.—A patriot above
else, Francis Scott Key,
unmoved by the possi-
bility of danger to him-
self or the sacrifice of
his own liberty, deter-
mined to act in the in-
terest of his fellow-
countryman. Waiting
upon President Madison
he secured his permis-
sion to make the at-
tempt and then hasten-
ed to Baltimore to in-
tercept the British
fleet. From Baltimore

Lk

CALEL R
Der e romhard Q'Af:z:‘%ﬂ 2
‘ ‘ % I et ,?z:”jthA-@'-'“:_wj s

'.a- : "’_’(‘a'“(* 7*‘4‘; 23 é.; 5 . 4 i bk
. ! 2o d’,;‘z‘ét e 2 ; gﬁﬁ. = . : K i

70 at U LRl i,
Aroeh 2 /“*—«4-«’/‘.‘;2—

he was conveyed to the
fleet of the enemy, at
the mouth of the Patuxent River, and with unfaltering courage
boarded the flag-ship of Vice-Admiral Cockrane,

Q.—With what success were the efforts of Mr. Key attended?

A.—When Mr. Key arrived at his destination he was greatly
relieved to discover that Dr. Beanes, by reason of certain humane
services rendered British officers previous to his arrest, had not
been hanged. Making the most of this disposition on the part
of the British Admiral to deal leniently with the doctor, Mr. Key
argued earnestly for his complete release. So well did Mr. Key
present his plea that Vice-Admiral Cockrane eventually announced
that his prisoner would be set at liberty, but pending a certain
“important event” both the doctor and his intercessor would have
to be detained on board a British vessel. Both Americans were
accordingly transferred to the cartel ship Minden to await the
“important event.”

Q.—What did Mr. Key and his companion discover to be the
anticipated event?

A —The Americans were not long held in suspense. The im-
mediate movement of the enemy toward the port of Baltimore

FAC-SIMILE OF FRANCIS SCOTT KEY’S ORIGINAL

indicated all too plainly the purpose of the British to raid that
city. Knowing the fate of Washington, the anxiety of the tempo-
rary prisoners for the safety of the metropolis of the Chesapeake,
can well be imagined. Aside from their patriotic interest in the
city as a part of their beloved country, the fact that both men
had many intimate friends there made their distress the more
acute.

Q.—In the meanwhile what preparations were being made in
Baltimore for the reception of the invaders?

A.—AIll during the week following the capture of Washington,
the citizens of Baltimore, realizing the danger of a similar
descent upon their own city, set to work with patriotic fervor
to protect the city against invasion. Ten thousand troops were
mustered under the command of General Samuel Smith and forti-
fications were thrown up at various places around the harbor by
citizens old and young, poor and rich, laboring day after day with
pick, shovel and wheelbarrow.

Q.—What previous evidence of loyalty to the nation had Balti-
more shown?




A.—At the outbreak of the war the merchants of Baltimore had
loaned the bankrupt general government $3,000,000. Finding none
of this was to be spent for the protection of their own port, they
subsequently raised an additional half-million for the equipment
of Fort McHenry, Fort Babcock and Fort Covington, the main de-
fenses of Baltimore's harbor. In addition to this they had equip-
ped some sixty-one privateers for naval activities, more than any
other city on the coast. Now that the approach of the British
made an attack a certainty, there was no disposition to avoid
an issue. As one man the citizens rallied to the defense.

Q.—How did the British proceed in their movement against
the city?

A.—On September 12, Vice-Admiral Cockrane’s fleet reached the
mouth of the Patapsco. The vessels carrying the troops of Gen-
eral Ross proceeded to North Point, about twelve miles southeast
of Baltimore, where some four thousand troops effected a land-
ing. While this movement was in progress, the frigates, bomb-
ketches and barges entered the river and sailed toward the city.

Q.—What measures were taken by the Americans to repel the
British landing party?

A.—As soon as word reached General Smith and his Baltimore
militia, augmented by a regiment of the York Volunteers, of Vir-
ginia, that the British had effected a landing the Americans were
eager for the encounter. Not satisfied to await the arrival of
the enemy before the main line of defense, General John Stricker
begged that he be allowed to advance with a skirmishing party
of three thousand men to draw the British on by a forward attack

and gradual retreat. This plan was agreed upon and the de-
tachment accordingly moved forward, taking a position on the
North Point Road where it could intercept the invaders.

Q.—In what manner did General Ross evidence his contempt
for Baltimore's citizen soldiers?

A.—Supremely confident of his ability to sweep all before him,
as he had done at Washington, General Ross contemptuously
halted his advancing forces for breakfast within a few miles of
the Americans. Accompanied by a number of his officers he re-
paired to the farmhouse of Robert Gorsuch, a well-known citizen
of that section, and commanded that breakfast be served. Gor-
such provided food for his unwelcomed guests with such evident
reluctance that General Ross, fearing his host would attempt to
poison his party, compelled Gorsuch to taste of every dish that
was served. As an evidence of the haughty assurance of Gen-
eral Ross, it is related that in reply to a query of Mr. Gorsuch
as to whether or not he would eat his supper at that place, he
replied: “No, I shall eat my supper in Baltimore or in hell.”

Q—What move of the Americans rudely disturbed the pleas-
antries of the breakfast party.

A—A small detachment of about one hundred and fifty in-
fantry and riflemen, thrown out by General Stricker for recon-
noitering purposes, came upon the British while General Ross.
and his brother officers were yet resting. Immediately there was
an exchange of musketry, the noise of which brought the British
officers hurrying in amazement from the farmhouse.

T A S —— ——




Q.—What was the first calamity that befell the British arms?

A.—Among the first to fall before ths fire of the Americans
was General Sir Robert Ross. Almost as soon as he had reached
his position and had given the order to “bring up a column,”
he fell from his mount, mortally wounded, and died a few minutes
later in the arms of his favorite aide, Sir Duncan McDougall.
At his own request he was covered to keep his troops from recog-
nizing him and was carried away in a cart. Tradition has it
that General Ross fell a victim to the rifles of Daniel Wells and
Henry C. McComas, two Baltimore youths.

Q.—What was the outcome of the engagement?

A—Upon the death of General Ross, Colonel Brooke assumed
command of the British forces. Profiting by the experience of
the first encounter Colonel Brooke moved with extreme caution,
advancing his men as though opposing a strong and disciplined
army. From the disposition it was thought proper to make of
the American troops, not more than seventeen hundred of them
were engaged in the ensuing battle. These, however, fought with
such bravery and perseverance that they completely discomfiterd
and baffled the enemy. Musketry was rapid and incessant for
about an hour and a quarter, but both the Maryland and Virginia
volunteers, unaccustomed though they were to the singing of
threatening bullets, withstood the attacks of the seasoned vet-

erans of Europe with disconcerting coolness. The despised
militia, indeed, proved too much for the invaders. With their
commander dead and hundreds falling before the accurate fire of
the defenders, the British soon became disheartened, ceased firing
and withdrew to their point of landing.

Q.—While these events were transpiring on land what move was
made by Vice-Admiral Cockrane to subdue the harbor defenses?

A—-On Tuesday morning, the thirteenth of September, the
first division of the enemy’s fleet, consisting of six bomb-ketches,
some rocket ships, barges, and a number of frigates, sixteen
vessels in all, were formed in a semi-circle before Fort McHenry
and began bombardment. As their position was about two and
a half miles from the fort, the range was too great for the forty-
two pounders of the defense. The gallant battalion of artillery
manning the fortification was, consequently, subjected to a rain
of rockets and bombs without the means of making effective
reply. Notwithstanding this disheartening situation, under the
inspiring leadership of Colonel George Armistead, who was at
that time but thirty-five years of age, the garrison restrained
its impatience under the terrific stress of the attack and waited
anxiously for the enemy to close in.

Q.—How long did the British commander maintain this method
of attack?




———

A.—Until nightfall the British squadron, from its safe vantage
point, rained shoi and shell upon the little fort and its brave
defenders. It has been estimated that more than fifteen hundred
bombs were discharged at the fort during this timme. A circum-
stance that made the safety of the garrisen extremely precarious
was the unprotected condition of the magazines of the fortifica-
tion. Colonel Armistead could but conjecture the fate of his men
should a shell of the enemy fall on his store of ammunition. The
courage of no group of patriots has ever been more rigorously
tested than that of the garrison of Fort McHenry during this
galling bombardment; yet, to the chagrin of the British squad-
rons, there was no intimation of submission,

Q.—What was the experience of Francis Scott Key and his
friend Dr. Beanes during these fateful hours?

A —From the deck of the Minden, Mr. Key and Dr. Beanes
watched with sickening anxiety the terrific attempts of the in-
vaders to subdue the gallant defenders of their country. While
there was daylight to reveal the courageous response of the little
fortress to the unceasing fire of the British, hope stirred in their
hearts. When night fell as a pall to shroud in uncertainty the
fate of their countrymen, hope was paralyzed by a fearful sus-
pense. Bombs and rockets flared through the night carrying they
knew not how much destruction to their feilow-patriots. Their

anxiety was multiplied an hundredfold, when by reason of its
ineffective range the fort ceased firing and they could no longer
hear the reassuring booming of its guns. So the long, wretched
hours of the night passed until, just before morning, the British
vessels abruptly ceased the cannonade. What could this mean?
Had the garrison yielded? Were the British in possession of
the city? With such conjectures torturing their minds the two
Americans paced the hated deck of the Minden, awaiting what-
ever disclosures daylight might bring.

Q—What was the glorious revelation of the dawn and what
was its effect upon Mr. Key?

A.—As the first illumination of the breaking day filtered
through the smoke-thickened mists of dawn, Francis Scott Key
and his companion strained their anxious gaze in the direction
of the battle-scarred fort. Imagine the elation that must have
thrilled them when they saw dimly but surely the unmistakable
evidence of the unyielding courage of their gallant countrymen—
the Stars and Stripes floating in proud defiance above the fort.
In the exaltation that flooded the soul of Francis Scott Key in
that sublime moment was born an inspiration that with remark-
able facility found expression in verse. Aflame with patriotic
fervor, he jotted down on the back of a letter a hasty outline of
that stirring tribute to the defenders of Baltimore, an immortal

panegyric to the flag of his native land. In that happy moment
he conceived that gem of poetic phrases, “The Star-Spangled
Banner.” No figure of speech could more aptly describe our
beloved ensign.

Q.—Under what circumstances did Mr. Key complete his poem?

A.—Interrupted in the draughting of his verses by the execu-
tion of Admiral Cockrane’s order, that he and Dr. Beanes be
sent ashore, Mr. Key was compelled to complete his poem while
being rowed to shore in the tender of the Minden.

Q.—How did Key’s poem reach the public?

A.—Proceeding to Baltimore, after his release, Mr. Key, later
in the day, wrote out a complete copy of his verses which he
showed to Judge Nicholson, of Baltimore, who had been engaged
in the defense of Fort McHenry. The judge, being greatly im-
pressed by the poem, carried it to a printer and had copies of
it printed and distributed. That evening it was sung to the tune
of “Anacreon in Heaven” on the stage of the Holliday Street
Theatre in Baltimore. Thus introduced, it circulated rapidly
throughout the country, shortly afterward being played by a
United States military band in New Orleans

Q.—What was the date and place of Mr. Key's death?

A —Key died in the year 1843, in Baltimore, while visiting his
eldest daughter, who resided in that city.

Q.—What special honor is paid the remains of Francis Scott
Key?

A —Over the grave of Key in the Mount Olivet Cemetery,
Frederick, Maryland, where he rests by his own request, “neath
the shades of the everlasting hills,” a large national flag is kept
floating day and night, never being lowered except to be replaced
by a new one,

Q.—By what action did the United States attempt to give its
national anthem individuality?

A.—In our own country, the Navy Department took steps in
the year 1889 to break away from custom and choose an air
more typically American. The result of this effort was the adop-
tion of “The Star-Spangled Banner” for band music at morning
“colors,” and ‘““Hail Columbia” for evening “colors.” Later it
wag prescribed that “The Star-Spangled Banner” should be played
at both morning and evening ‘“‘colors.”

Q.—What special distinction is given “The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” in Army and Navy practice?

A —The official regulations of both the Army and Navy pre-
seribe that all officers and men shall stand at attention whenever
the “Star-Spangled Banner” is played, such position being main-
tained until the last note of the anthem has been sounded.






