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Historical Soriety of Carenll County, Maryland, Inr.
210 Eust Main Street Westminster, Maryland 21157

December 28, 1992

Mr. Dennis Blizzard
805 Kellogg Road
Lutherville, Maryland 21093-4817

Dear Dennis:

I enjoyed hearing about your project about James Blizzard.

I checked briefly our vertical file on Union National Bank (filed
under "Banks — Union National Bank") and I have enclosed
photocopies of the title pages or covers from the bank histories
in the files. It looks like the more recent editions carry the
same early historical data but bring it up to date. The
histories are:

A 1913 newspaper article from the J. Leland Jordan
collection.

"One Hundred Years of Active Service," 1916

"Union National Bank, Westminster, Maryland - First Bank in
Carroll County," 1937

The Union National Bank - 150 Years of Banking in Carroll
County," 1966

I will let Jay know that you are working on this project and if
we run across other interesting sources, we will let you know.

Look forward to seeing you when you visit the library.

Sincerely,

Joseph M. Getty
Executive Director
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THE UNION NATIONAL BANK

WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND

I INKSBURG, MARYLAND

First Bank in Carroll County

150 Years of Banking
in Carroll County

A HISTORY OF UNION NATIONAI, BANK

by ]. PEarkeE Wantz, Sk,
J. PEARRE WaNTZ, JR.

Josern H. Beaver, Jn.
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solveney of “JABolvéncy of the bank ife Farmers and Mechanios Bank of
regulated the value of a $1 nbte withi- (Fréderick bé known and treated a
in that territory. - 5 thé patent bank and thé former the

Whatever may have been the fin- branch. To this the Westminster
tanclal conditlons of other towns, vil-|Btockholders demurred and an ami-
'lages and hamlgts of Maryland, West-:able separation was effected. 'The
|minster, from" its very beginning, Farfifiers and Mechanlcs’ Bank of
scems fo have been provided with Federick was fechartered and has
panking facliftiés. When the Britishdigen in existence ever since with ex-
exlisting be-
tween the two organizations,

!more in 1814 one dan Imaglne the
state of térror Into which the finan-| When the Natlonal Bank Act was
clal people of that city were thrown. passed by @émerens the Bank of Wodt-
Had Genera] Ross succeeded In en-[minster ceaséd to.lssué papér money.
tering Balttmére his first act would|We might state in, assing that the
{have been to Sleze mll the gold and|paper money of the -
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‘Through all the morey Btringencles
and paniecs, so destructive to many tin-
anclal Institutions, which have odcx-,
red in tHe couhtry during the pdst
ninety-seven years, the bank has
maintained its unbroken line of Buc-
cess, and has, In all that period, re-
gularly, at the end of each six months
pald a dividend to Ite stockholders.
Since Its organization as a natlonal
bank in 1866, to its dividend of De-
cember 81, 1012, it has pald to Jta
stockholders $634,261.34 and has add-
ed during the same period, the sum of
$56,000 to its gurplud fund.
The banking house of the Uhion’
Natlonal Bank, which I8 fitted up with,
apselal régard to the requirements of |

of the bankérs of the city fled withjland and thdt every dollar {ssuéd by
whatevér gllver, gold and paper mon- It has been tedeemed at face value.
oy they possessed and sought sheltet|The bank was known, for many years
in some of the nearby towns and vil- as the “Pigsher Bank” because one of
lages. The British fleet was anchor- ite early cashlers was Mr. John Figh-
ed In Chesapéake Bay and there wasler; one of Westmingter'ds men of BUb=
Ino escape by-whter. The flat county|Btance. Shriver,
to the south of the city offered no g
protection and o the bankers sought
the hill ¢ountry lying to the north.

Among thésbatks that moved most
of its assets®™o & place of compara-
tive safety was thé, Commercial and
Farmers’ Bank. 1t" sent Mr. John
Walsh_to Westminater in charge of
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lopened a #mall office of “Digcount made by hand and largé enough to
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'and’ Baftimora was found to be in- The Bank of- Westminster havin
ltact, the Oommential and Farmers' been practically put out of busines
lnﬂnk moved its agsets back to Baltl-by the passing of the Natlonal Bank
more. The people of -~ Westminster, Act the gtockholders determined to
ihowever,havihg had some ldea of the change the character of the same by
| nventence ‘and facilitles of banking reorganizing  under the Act. Accord-
!were loath to have the office of “Dis- Ingly in 1866 The Union National Bank
icount and Deposit” cloged. They In-wag organized with a capital of $100,
‘duced Mr. Walsh to remadn, dnd In 181000, The question of a name for the
16 the legiklature tnconporated thebank, we are informed, wag discussed
{Bank of Westminster, from whichat some length and finally the word
‘time all banking history of Westmin- Union was puggested. In 1865 West-
Iminster was'still divided on the ques-
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it business, ls sltuated at No. 111/
Bast Main street, oné 6f thé most ad-!
‘vantageous locations in the city. The,
‘present officers and directors of the!
bank are: Dr. J. H, Billingslea, pre-
sident; Dr.Joshua W. Heringeashler;:

d-1J. Pearre_ Wantz, assIRtAif cashier;
Brand. e, dlerk and 3. H. Billings-.

h hj{d = f
father of® Ffﬁﬁ%m 8 ver, o r._- _&ra_!v
this clty, Was one &:ge‘earl? pre-|fea, Uhas. V. Wants, H_,EEE‘LFF Cover,
gramia geﬁiﬁ,.
Wesley Hof-
, B, Frapk

Oharfes W, Btewart,

mﬁgﬂﬂ%ﬂm .
Tacker, Hmory C. 2 X
Shriver” &nd Dr. _g:arieﬂ R. Fouts,
offéctors. |

According to its last published

sheet iron and the statement the Union National Bank

has a capltal stock of $100,000, a pur-.
plus fund of $60,000 and undivided,
profits of $7,016.85, Ita individoal de-
posits subfect to check are $211,976.02
and time certificates of deposit $33,
42156, It has national bank notes
outstanding of $100,000.

Dr .Joshua W. Hesil"’]'g' the caghier,
la also n member of the Public Bervice.
Commigsion of Maryland and atténds
its sesslons regularly, .
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