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PRESIDENT
JAMES E. HANCOCK

B21 W, LOMBARD BT.

SECRETARY
WM. H. PITCHER, JR.

3 W. LOMBARD ST.

Suciety of the Wer of 1812
in Marpland

BALTIMORE, MD.

Last summer the Society of the War of 1812 started
a marine museum at the fort and were prepared to double its
size this year, but sinece the firearms episode people who
owned these shipmodels have gotten very sceptical about
their property rights and are withdrawing their models so
fast that there may not be a model left by the end of the
month.

We take no pleasure in making these complaints,
but Baltimoreans are proud of the reputation of Fort McHenry
and we hope that you will acquaint the Secretary of the
Interior with these irregularities because we cannot con-
ceive that he knows the real facts.

Very truly yours,

JEH:AC



SECRETARY
WM. H. PITCHER, Jr.

3 W. LOMBARD sT,

PRESIDENT
JAMES E. HANCOCK
B21 W. LOMBARD 6T,

Suciety of the War of 1812
in Margland

BALTIMORE, MD.

Under the circumstances, my board feels that it
would be timely to mention several Similar annoyances that
have occurred sines the Department of the Interior took
over the control of Fort MeHenry by Executive Order in Aug~
ust 1933. During the eight years period of previous super-
vision by the War Department, our Society cooperated with
their engineers in restoring the fort buildings and in
landscaping the grounds. Mesnwhile we collected exhibits
for the museum and through our efforts some fifty historical
tablets were erescted and over 200 tress wers rlanted on the
grounds at Fort MeHenry. Of these, thirty six tablets and
thirty six trees were installed by the various patriotie
societies to memorislize those historieal characters who
had been connected with the building of Fort McHenry, or
who participated in the defense of Baltimore during the
War of 1812, But shortly after the Department of the In-
terior agsumed control, their superintendents sold as junk
2 collection of o0ld cannon balls that had been stored in
the magazine at Fort McHenry for exhibition purposes.

When we protested against this blunder, the Society of the
War of 1812 in Marylsnd was importuned to repurchase these
relics at a price that was nearly tenfold whet the Depart-
ment of the Interior had gotten for them. I might amtso
add that the tress which had been planted at considerable
éxpense have been consistently neglected and that many of
them are dead or dying.

At another time the Society of the War of 1812
sent twelve or fifteen authenticated cannon that had seen
service in the defense of Baltimore in the War of 1812,
Iwo of these cannon were mounted by the War Department
at the entrance of the porte and three others were mounted
by our Soeciety on horse artillery carriages, as advised by
Tousard who planned the fuirt, for sea coast defense sround
Baltimore. The superintendent at Fort McHenry knew that
these items belonged to us ana you can imagine our chagrin
when we found that last summer agents of the Department of
the Interior, without asking our permission, had taken our
guns from our carriages and placed them on other ecarriages
and when we protested, they placed other guns on our
carriages that had no connection with the historie srmament
of Fort MecEHenry.



PRESIDENT
JAMES E. HANCOCK
521 W. LOMBARD ST.

SECRETARY
WM. H. PITCHER, JR.
3 W. LOMBARD ST.

Society of the War of 1812
in Margland

BALTIMORE, MD.

Provided, however, that in the event the said Collection,
or a portion thereof, is stolen, or without authority of the
United States removed, from said Fort lMeHenry, such removal
ghall not cause title to the said Collection to reinvest in
the Soeciety of the War of 1812 in lMaryland; it being understood
that the Undted States of America is responsible only for acts
performed by its duly authorized agents acting within the scope
of their authority.

If and when a dded or bill of sale of the above nature is
executed and forwarded to you, it will be accompanied by a
resolution passed by our Board of Managers authorizing the
execution thereof,

Please advise whether it will be agreeable to your Service
for the Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland to proceed in the

manner hereinabove outlined.

Very truly yours,

President.



“STOP AT RECOGNIZED HOTELS”

HoreL RenneRrT

BarTimore, Mb.
FAMOUS FOR FINE FOOD FOR FIFTY YEARS




Whereas: The Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland solicited and acquired,
May 28th, 1934, the gift of a certain collection of fire-arms from the heirs of E.
Berkly Bowie, deceased, with the expressed intention of establishing this collection
as a military exhibit of American firearms at Fort McHenry, Baltimore, Maryland; and
Whereas: This E. Berkly Bowie Collection of Firearms was afterwards removed to said
Fort McHenry with the consent and the knowledge of the heirs of E. Berkly Bowie and
of the United States Government. Now Therefore Be It Resolved:

First: That the Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland hereby consents
that the said E. Berkly Bowie Firearms Collection shall remain at the said Fort
McHenry, inthe custody of the United States Covernment , so long as said Government
shall own, have jurisdiction over and maintain the said Fort McHenry for historical
and patriotic purposes.

Second: That this consent is given with the understanding that the said
collection of firearmms, or any portion thereof, shall not be, at any time, for any
purpose, removed from said Fort McHenry without the consent, in writing, of the
Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland.

Third: That the object of the resolution is to assure both the Government
of .the United States and The Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland that the said E.
Berkly Bowie Firearms Collection shall be, and become, a permanent exhibit at Fort
McHenry; as long as the said Government shall maintain said Fort McHenry for the
purposes that were expressed by Act of Congress in making Fort McHenry a National
Shrine; and that this collection shall be so marked for the credit of the Society of
the War of 1812 in Maryland and they are not to be withdrawn, except that it be
necessary to preserve them for display in this commnity, or to protect the title of
the said Society thersto. Be It Further Resolved:

That such consent shall be and become irrevocably effective immediately
upon the receipt of the acceptance of the custody of the said E. Berkly Bowie
Firearms Collection by the United States Government, on the terms and conditions

hereinabove set forth,



ESTATE OF E.BERKLY BOWIE,DECEASED. (Died 17 February 1934,)
Estate Docket Liber 40,f0.195
Allen S.Bowie Administrator.
Inventory filed June 13,1934, Inventory Docket No.265 fo.496
Inter alia: "Miscellaneous Lot of 0ld Guns and Pistols! Appraised $100.
First Administration Account Vide;Administration Accounts J.H.B.No 329
fo. 165.
"Distributed to Virginia Bowie Schoenfeld,Elenor Bowie Turner and Allen
S.Bowie each an undivided 1/3 interest

X OE XL SXRE Ty X . s I 5 X

Furniture, jewely etc. appraised at $505.50 *
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lMareh 29, 1934,

lr. Verne &, Chatelain, Historian
Bureau of National Parks & Monuments
Department of the Interior

Washington, De Ce

Dear lire Chatelain:

Inclosed in this you will find two ¢lippings, one from yesteriay's
Lews and the other from this morning's Sun. In several particulars the
Sun report is not entirely correet but it is substantially tme and after
I had talked, one of the audience said that ny aceount of what was being
done at Fort MeHenry was so interesting to him that it gave him an idea for
a memorial. A erippled nephew who had gollected a large number of firea
as & hobby, had died recently. There are some 600 articles in the lot,
which ineludes items from the earliest periods to the present and he would
talk the matter over with his wife and very probably would give them to us.
I would 1ike to have your idea of it, if the offer is actually made. I
opine however that if we do take them that they will be sufficient to .
equip an entire room at the fort ani it would negessary for you to have
cases built for their proper exhibition and protection,

1 told Mr. Demaray on Monday that I was going to make the talk and
also appeal for items for the museum, but things took a different turn from
what I ected. In consequence I have been entertained over the phone all
morning, cortain members of the Daughters of the War of 1812, who seem
to think that anything other than 1812 memorials would be out of keeping
at Fort lMcHenryes I am willing to admit their main view point, but at the
same time, I do think that with the space we have to f£ill that other mat-
tora pretaining to the fort's history could be discretely axhibited, with=
out minimiging the faet that it is a Shrine to the liational Anthem.

Very truly yours,




May ‘, 1934,

Dre Re Ls JOnes

Historieal Technieian

Gottysburg Hational HMilitavry Park
“ttylbﬂrs. P‘l

Dear Dry Jones:

1 was sorry that I was in Washington when you were in towm last
week and have been holding the balance of the work on antietam for you
thinking that you would be in every day.

The collection of firearms has been given to the 3oclety of the
War of 1812, and am anxious to plage it at Fort MoNemry just as soon as it
will be properly protected ther®s, rFlease try to make some arrangements
aboat this, because it will make a valuable addition to the musevm and if

proper arrangementis for it are not made, it will have to be given to anothey
institution,

- Drop in to see me when you are in town although I will be in Washe
ington most of next week,

Very truly yours,

Pe S¢ It 18 a great relief to get baeck to a normal life again.




Msy 17, 1954.

MI'. Allan S. Bowie
811 Hamilton Terrace
Baltimore, ld,

Dear Sir:

The Board of Managers of the Society of the War of 1812
in Maryland has authorized me to accept on their behalf, the unique
collection of firearms that you have offered.

It is understood that this collsction will be placed as
an exhibit in the museum at Fort llcHenry as a memorial to your
deceagsed brother Berkley Bowie, as soon as preparations can be made
for its proper protection.

It is further planned, if possibls, to establish this
eollection in a room by itself and be called the Bowie Room =nd that
it will be superviged and cared for by the Society of the War of 1812
in Maryland as part of their museun.

Hoping that this will be agresable to you snd your
gisters and assuring you of my deep appreciation of your offer, I am,

Very truly yours,

copy | % &, %’/ﬂt&

James B, Hancock, President
Society of War of 1812.in Maryland
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JOHN J, CORNWELL,
GENERAL COUNBEL
DANIEL WILLARD dn.,
ASSISTANT TO aENERAL CaunNsEL
HERBERT R, PRESTON.
GENERAL sOLICITOR

W. IRVINE CRoOss,
COUNSEL
R. MARSDEN EMITH,
DUNCAN K. BRENT,
CHARLES R, WEBBER,
GENERAL ATTORNEVE
ALLEN 8. BOWIE,
FRANCIS R. CROSS,
EDGAR W. YOUNG,
ELMER L, BEACH
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ABSIETANT GENERAL ATTORNEYS

\\-

The Baltimore and Okin Railroad Company

LAaw DEPARTMENT

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

800 AU

GEO. poBBIN PENNIMAN,
COUNSEL, REUEF DRPARTMENT

May 28, 1934,

lir., James E. Hancock,
Pregident, Society of the iar of 1812,
521 W. Lombard Street,
Baltimore, Marylanad,
Dear Sir;-

I beg to acknowledge your letter dated May 17,
1934, written on behalf of the Board of llanagers of the
Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland, relative to the
collection of arms belonging to my brother, E, Berkley
Bowie, deceaseqd,

My sisters ang I shall be happy to vest title ang

bossession of thig collection in your Society on the con-

The collection Will remain at My residehce, 811 Hamil-
ton Terrace, Baltimore, until such time &8 you may desire

to remove tt to Fort lcHenry,

Yours very truly,

W~ A, Qm



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON

September 22, 1936

Memorandum for the Directors

not hold any lettep which states whether Or not the collection
is a loan op a gift; in fact, the Service hag nothing whate-
soever in writing as to its status,

While I do not wish to inject myself into a loeal
matter which is of no concern to the Museun Division

labeling the Specimens, and an exhibit plan hag been worked
up for its permanent display. I understand that original
arrengements were made by the Branch of Historic Sites and
Buildings to acquire this collection for Fort McHenry and

May I suggest that Superintendent Palmer be instructed
to make such necessary arrangements so that when it is finally
acquired by the Service we can again take up the work of
Permenently installing the collection,

Ned J. Burng
JB:MLE Acting Chief, Museun Division
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Interior
National Park Service
Washington

Suciety of the War of 1812
it Maryland

BALTIMORE, MD.

September 22, 1956

Memorandum for the Director:

While visiting Fort MeHenry National Park September 18
to inspeat the exhibits there, I learned from ilr, George As
Palmer, Superintendent, that ine Bowlie collsction of firearms
comprising some four hundred speciments has not been definitely
acquired by the Hational Park Service, ires Palmer tells me that,
8o far as he is aware, the Hational Payrk Serviee does not hold any
letter which states wﬁathnr or not the collection is a loan or a
g%::a in faect, the Service has nothing whatsvever in writing as to its
8 Be

While I do not wish to injeact myseif into a loecal matter
which is of no congern to the Museum Division nevertheless, the
Diwimion is definitely eoncerned since a great deal of work has
already been done on the collection by one of our field curators
in eleaning, elascifying, and labeling the spegimens, and an
exhibit plan has been worked up for its permanent display. I
understand that original arrangements were made by the Branch of
Historle Sites and Buildings to acquire the collection for Port
liecHenry and.when that branch requested the Museum Division to
prepare and exhibit the collection it was naturally assumed that
all details of its acquisition had besn worked outs

Since I have learned of this matter, I do not fesl we are
ganﬁaa in continuing to work on the collection until it becomes
e property of the National Park Service or some definite arrange=-
ments have been made with the owner, I shall instruot our field
curator to stop this work until further notice.

Hay 1 pugpest that Superintendent Palmer be instructed to
male any Buch negessary arrangements so that when it is finally
acquired by the Service we can again take up the work of permanent-
1y installing the gollection.

Ned J. Burns
JBINLE Aeting Chief, Museum Division



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

September 30, 1936,

Tlﬁ Superintendent,
- Fort McHenry National Park,
Baltimore, Maryland,
Dear Sir:
- ‘Will you kindly let this Office have a report of your
efforts to arrange for perfeetion of title 4o the Bowie

collection?

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Branch Spalding
Acting Assistant Director,




PRESIDENT
JAMES E. HANCOCK
B21 W, LOMBARD BT.

SECRETARY
WM. H. PITCHER, Jr.

3 W. LOMBARD ST,

United States
chnrtuunt of the Interior
Nati

onal Park Servy s
Washington Wociety “it;fafi*:: of 1812

BALTIMORE, MD.

Septembaer 30, 1936.

The Superintendent
Fort lolenry Natioual Park,
Baltimore, Maryland
Dear Sir:
will you kindly let this Office have a report of your sfforts
to arrange for perfection of title to the Bowis collesction:
8incerely yours,

igned) Branch Spalding
Ve Acting nglataat Direator:



PRESIDENT
JAMES E. HANCOCK
B21 W. LOMBARD ST.

SECRETARY
WM. H. PITCHER, Jr.

3 W. LOMBARD ST,

United States
Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Port leflenry National  Society of the War of 1812
: Park in Margland
Baltimore, laryland

BALTIMORE, MD.

Ootober 2, 1936,

Mre Allan Se¢ Bowie,
811 Hamilton Terrace
Baltimore, Maryland.

Deay lirse Bowies

As you sugeested last SundaLI have prepared
& suggpested letter in regard to the g eing of the
Bowie Firearms Collection at Port icHenry., You ean
make any ehanges in it that you wish sinse this is Just
andoxampla of the umal way in which presentations are
made, ;

I had a note from the Vashington Office in-
quiring whether any steps were being taken to clear up
the matder sinece it had been raised a few weeks agoé
There has besn a change in the staff in the Washington
Office and I think 4t might be well to get the whole
thing eclearei up before all of the o0ld men are gone from

over thera,.
Very truly yours,
George Ay Palmer,
Superintendent.
GAPs P

fnel,.

|
I
|
|
|
|
[




COPY
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
FORT McHENRY NATIONAL PARK
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

October 2, 1936,

Mr. Allan S, Bowie,
811 Hamilton Terrace
Baltimore, Maryland,

Dear Mr. Bowies

i I had a note fron the Washington Office in-
quiring whether any steps were being taken to clear
up the matter since it had been raised a few weeks

men are gone from over there,

Very truly yours,

George A. Palmer ’
Superintendent,
GAP:P
Enel,



October 5th, 1936,

Superint-mdmt,
Fort lcHenry Na: jonal Park,
Balt imore, Maryland .

Dear Sir:e

Reference is made to the firearm collection
of my brother, the late E, Berkley Bowie, which wag

In presenting the &, Berkley Bowie Firearms
Collection to Fort licHenry National Park, I wish to make
only one reservation, It is understood that the collection
will be shown only at Fort le Henry NWational Paplk and 1is
not to be broken for display in other parks.

Yours very truly,



COoPY

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
FORT McHENRY NATIONAL PARK
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

October 5, 1938,

The Director,
National Park Service,
Washington, D. €.

Atts  Mr, Spalding,
Dear Sirs

Enclosed plesse find letter from Allen
S. Bowie Presenting the E, Berkley Bowie
Firearms Collection to Fort McHenry National
Park. You will note that the presentation
is made with only one reservation that the
collection be displayed at Fort McHenry and
not be broken for display at other parks,
I recommend that the collection be accepted
with that one reservation,

This letter of Presentation will cleapr
up any of the questions which have arisen
in the past in regard to ownership of this
collection,

Sincerely yours,

Superintendent.,

GAP: P
Encl.



COPY

October 5th, 1936,

George A. Palmer, Esqe,
Superintendent,
Fort McHenry National Park,
Baltimore, Maryland,
Dear Mr, Palmer:-

In response to your letter to me of October
2nd enclosing a suggested form of letter to be written by me
to you presenting my brother's firearms collection to the
Fort McHenry National Park, I beg to enclose such letter snd
&6& will note that I have adopted the wording verbatim.

It was very kind of you to call this matter to my attention

and to phrase the letter for me.

Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) Wm. S. Bowie.



UNITED STATES P
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

November 7, 1936,

lemorandum for the Acting Secretary:

The Act approved June 5, 1920 (L1 Stat. 917) provides that
"The Secretary of the Interior in his administration of the Na-
tional Park Service is authorized to accept *** buildings or
other property *** which may be donated for the purposes of the
national park and monument system,"

Pursuant to the above-quoted authorization the Bowle cole
lection of firearms consisting of approximately 40O specimens
has been donated to the Service by the Society of the War of
1812 to be used for display purposes in Fort McHenry National
Park, Baltimore, Maryland.

It is respeotfully recommended that the above-mentioned
donation be accepted and used for the purpose mentioned,

(Sgde) Ae E. Demaray,
In duplicate. Acting Director.

Approved: November 13, 1936,

(Sgde) T. A, Walters
Acting Seoretary of the Interior,



Febyuary 4, 1937

Hon. Millard 3. Tydings
Us 2¢ Jenate Office Bullding
waghington, D. Cs

Hy dear Jenatom

Pollowing our conversation at the University Clubd
the other wonlng. an ineclosing a elipping from the lti~-
more Hvening Sun®, January 14th, whioh said that the Depart-
nont of the Intoﬂor has sequired from the Sosiety of War
of 1812 & title to the firearms collection at ¥ Hotlonry«
That 4o manifestly untrue becnuso our Socloty has never been s
approached in the matter, although in traecing it out we din-
eover an amaging situation, the details of which my board fesls )%
15 not Mnown by Secrotary iokes, B

- ‘p
Very naturally we are disquieted by the oocurremce /U1y |
begause the Soglety of war of 1612 in Haryland has beon ,ﬁ =
the means of placing about 905 of the exhibits at Port “#’1' v
and we feol a sense of responsibility to our fellow Baltimor NG’ o |
fherefor 1 am inelosing in this coples of cortain letters that &~ (I
will explain thomsalves and will ask you to note that inliay U
1934, Mre 411en 3, Bowle pave to the Joslety of the Waf of 1812
in Maryland the collection aforesaid and that it wag acoepted Og” :
and & placed at Fort leHenry in accordanee with/our sugeest 5
; to lr, Bowie, Other letters will show that the—Siete—od-thia /" /“’ ‘
| _ lir, Chatelaine who had chargé of the hintoriesal
; ivision of the Doyninut of the Intorior and by lr, Poterson
; wl::‘pl?md the installation tey the axhibit, I might also

o : ; PN
" tivem ott | hat each
w8 pors aoquainted with ite detallae. lore mﬂg.
| er, lirs Bowle NGs beem—ind . to give t&4%6 to the Le-
| ~y partment of the Interior f£ar the’same eollection that he had /I 2tk
v % previously given to the Jociety of the War of 1612 and which Kot Jt

we doposited at Port Molenry in good faithe

G'ﬁ | Ho % 94%& H{,.,f P vl L - a.."ﬂfr’r- ’_}v'l--',‘,.e»vjiu.ﬂ. el g_ﬁ%:y‘!g fﬁ{ﬁ'




Under the g¢ircumstances, my board feels that it
would bve 1: mention peveral similar annog-nuu that
have occurred sinece the Department of the Interior toolk
over the eontrol of Fort MeoiHenry by ixecutive Order in Aug»
ust 1083, During the eight mm poriod of previous super-
vision by the War Department, our immt ooepmm wi
their engineers in nataﬂns the fort bn 1din

Mﬁnpﬂn m?.u eolleo mnau-
for the mum..m hr our efforts some {ifty himtorical

tablets wore erected over 200 treos were planted on the
mmﬂa at Port Mellen tm: thirty m tablets and
glx troes were :ma w the various patriotie

sogieties to memorialise those historical characters who
had beon conneeted with the building of Fort MoHenry

who participated in the defense of Baltinore a.nﬂngh{hc
#ar of 1812, DBut shortly after the Departmen

terior assumed gontrol, ir euperintendenty sold as i:nk
2 esollection of old men talls that had bean utom

the mapgasine at Fort Mol for uhtuum ‘;n%t e
War of 1512 in Ma was inmportuned to uhno thease

rolies at a ee that was nea tenfold whnt the Depart~
ment of the Interior had gotten for them. I might aleo
add that the moa which had besn plented at considerable
expense have been gonsistently neglected and that many of
them are dead or dyings

£

At another timo the Soclety of the Wer of 1612
sant twolve or fiftesn authenticated cmmnon that had noen
porvies in the defenso of Baltinore tn the War of 1812,
iwo of thene cannon were mounted the War Department
at the entrance of the porte and ¢ others were mpounted
by our Soglety on horse uulxnwrmos. as advised

Tousard who od the #ért, Lo coust defonge o
Baltimore, umlntmlmt at Fort Mollenyy knew that
these items b

whén we fﬂm 3 1N 0: of
the Interiory vtthmt ring our permisaion, M takon our
&gn from m mhgu ana pluud thn on ;

'm . JEU : il WXL




I frrar ‘ Q‘,W 4

Moy, Ve Ty %‘:‘zﬂ

Last-swmmer the 2 of the War of 1812 started
n‘m moeun at the i’nrm mﬂ%to uuu:h:u
psise year, But singe m people
omed these .n! m have go tioal sbout
their porty righte and are '“ml u‘[ng i nodels so

fust t there may not be a model
month,

We tuke no pleasure in majing d

muum

%ﬁ%%ﬂ\ﬁ vrn 5"‘""‘(”‘" aJde%d‘
,, Z e
ﬁmM/KM% ﬁ’ v, ‘*’"‘-”‘*m'“”"““f”‘“ B
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My dear Senator:

Following our conversation at the University Club
the other evening, I am inclosing a ¢lipping from the “Balti-
more Zvening Sun", January 14th, which said that the Depart-
ment of the Interior has acquired from the Society of the War
of 1812 a title to the firearms collection at Fort McHenry.
that is manifestly untrue beczuse our Society has never been
approached in the matter, although in tracing it out we dis-
cover an amazing situation, the details of which my board feels
is not known by Secretary Ickes.

Very naturally we are disquieted by the oecurrence
because the Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland has besn
the means of placing about 90% of the exhibits at Fort McHenry
and we feel a sense of responsibility to our fellow Baltimoreans.
Therefor I am ineclosing in this copies of certain letters that
will explain themselves and will ask you to note that in lay
1954, Mr. Allen S. Bowie gave to the Society of the War of 1812
in Maryland the colleection aforesaid and that it was accepted by
us and duly placed at Fort McHenry in accordance with our
suggestion to kr. Bowie. Other letters will show that I notified
Mr. Chatelaine who had charge of the historical division of the

Department of the Interior and Mr. Peterson who planned the
installation of this gift,snd apgents from the Depar of the
Interior came over to plan the exhibit. I might also state W .2

that each of the subsequent superintendents or aeting superin-
tendents at Fort MeHenry had seen the letter of gift from Mr.
Bowie and that each was personally acquainted with its details.
More recently, on October 5th, 1936, Mr. Bowie was induced to
give to the Department of the Interior this same collection that .
he had previously given to the Socisty of the War of 1812 and
which had besn deposited at Port McHenry in good faithi

Under the circumstances, my board feels that it
would be timely to mention several similar annoyaness that
have occurrsi since the Department of the Interior took over
the control of Port McHenry by BExzecutive Order in August 1933,
During the eight years period of previous supervision by the
War Department, our Society cooperated with their enginesrs in
restoring the fort buildings and in landscaping the grounds,
by collecting exhibits for the museum. Through our efforts
some fifty historical tablets were erscted and over 200 trees
were planted on the grounds at Fort McHenry, and of these,
thirty six tablets and thirty six trees were installed by the
various patriotic societies to memorialize thoss historieal
characters who had besn connscted with the building of Port
lcHenry, or who participated in the defsnse of Baltimors during
the War of 1812, But shortly after the Department of the
Interior assumed control, their superintendent sold as junk,
& collection of o0ld cannon balls that had been stored in the
magazine at Fort MeHenry for exhibition purposes, and the Society
of the War of 1812 in Maryland was importuned to repurchass
these relics at a price that was nearly tenfold what the Depart-
ment of the Interior had gotten for them. I might also add
that the trees which had been planted at considerable expense
have besen consistently neglected and that many of them are
dead or dying.



t,df"f

At’timas the 3Soeciety of the War of 1812 sent twelve
or fiftesen authenticated cannon that had seen serviée in the

defense of Baltimore in ghe War of 1812.

Two of thess cannon

wers mounted by the War Department at the entrance of the porte
and three others were mounted by our Society on horse artillery
carriages, as advised by Tousard,who planned the fort, for
supplemental sea coast defense around Baltimore. The
superintendent at Fort McHenry knew that these items‘bglgngsd—-j
to us and you can imagine our chagtrin when we found(last summer
that agents of the Department of the Interior without asking
permission had (faken our guns from our ecarriages and placed them

on other carriapes and when we protested,
that had no connsction with the historie armament of Fort lMcHenry

on our carriages.

they plaged other guns

More recently the Society of the War of 1812 started
a marine museum at the fort to memorialize the mnaval history of
Baltimore at that period and we were preparing to double its

size this year.

But since the firearms episode psople who

owned these shipmodels have gotten very sceptical about their
property rights and are withdrawing the models so fast that
thers may not be a model left by the end of the month.

We taks no pleasure in makiﬁg these complaints

because Fo
Co

f&,-'*. f‘f’i‘*‘"‘i, AL

cHenry was made a National Shrine by Aet of

88 altimoreans are proud of its reputation, And
owing that the irregularities are bound to diminisH that
respeet for it, which the name implies, we hope that you will
acquaint the Secretary of the Interior with the real facts
and ses if they cannot be corrected.

Very truly yours,

2.3




October 5th, 1936.

Superintendent,
Fort McHenry National Park,
Balt imore, Maryland.

Desr Sir:-

Reference is made to the firearm collection
of my brother, the late E, Berkley Bowie, which was
placed at Fort licHenry National Park in September 1935.
At that time it was not understood that a letter of
presentation was necessary to accompany the collection.
In order that there may be no question of title arising
in the future, I wish to take this opportunity of pre-
senting the above collection to Fort lMcHenry National
Park in the name of the Society of the War of 1812 in
Maryland.

In presenting the E. Berkley Bowle Firearms
Collection to Fort licHenry National Park, L wish to make
only one reservation. It is understood that the collection
will be shown only at Fort e Henry National Park and is
not to be broken for display in other parks.

Yours very truly,
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UNITED STATES o A
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
FORT McHENRY NATIONAL PARK
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

January 15, 1937,

Mr., James E. Hancock,
6§21 Wi, Lombard Street,
Baltimore, Maryland,

Dear Mr. Hancock:

With reference to our telephone conversation this morning
concerning the Bowie Collection, I wish to extend my remarks
which were quite shorte.

Under date of September 22, 1936 the Chief of the Museum
Divigion cut off all work and expenditure of funds on the Bowie
Collection because of the fact that the Government held no title
to the collection, gince it is not permissible for the Govern-
ment to expend funds unless title is held. The enclosed memo-
randum from Mr. Ned J. Burns explains this situation fully.

After this memorandum was forwerded I was requested orally
to take the necessary steps to secure the title to the collection
in order that work might be continueds On September 350 officiel
inquiry was mgde as to the progress, zs you will note by enclosure
#2 from the Acting Assistant Director. At the time the question
with regard to the Bowie Collection had arisen, Mr, &nd Mrs,.

Bowie called at the fort one Sunday morning. I explained to them
the questions which the Washington Office had raised and told

them of the requirement of the Museum Division. Mr. Bowie under-
gtood the situetion thoroughly. He said, however, that he wished
the donation to be made in the name of the Society of the War of
1812 in Maryland smd asked what procedure should be teken to
present the collection in that fashion. I suggested the form of
letter and he then asked me to draft it for hime A copy of my
correspondence with Mr. Bowie and his reply is enclosede Upon

the receipt of Mr. Bowie's letter I forwarded it to the VWashington
Office with the recommendetion that it be accepted as presented,
In spite of the fact that the Service prefers that gifts be pre-
sented without zny reservations, upon my recommendation the
collection was accepted with the stipulation that it alweys remain
at Fort McHenry.
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Mr. Hancock -2 -

Let me assure you that no under handed work was planned
end I did not congider that the steps which I took upon orders
were secretive nor detrimental to the Society of the War of 1812
in Merylend, my respect for which my superiors will affirm.

I made the arrangements with Mr. Bowie that the collection would
be given in the name of the Soclety and have taken steps to see
that full eredit is given to the organization in the permenent
displey. I hope that the above expleanation is satisfactory and
gincerely request that eny feelings which you have toward my
officiel actions with which you do not agree will not affect
your feelings toward me personallye

Sincerely yours,

iege

Georg Palmer,
Superintendents

GAP:P
ENCLSe



PRESIDENT
JAMES E. HANCOCK
B21 W. LOMBARD ST,

SECRETARY
WM. H. PITCHER, Jr.

3 W. LOMBARD ST,

Suciety of the War of 1812

it Maryland

BALTIMORE, MD.

February 4, 1937

Hon. Millard E. Tydings
U. S. Senate Offiece Building
Washington, D. C.

My dear Senator:

Following our conversation at the University Club
the other evening, I am inclosing a clipping from the "Balti-
more Evening Sun", January 14th, which said that the Depart-
ment of the Interior has acquired from the Society of the War
of 1812 a title to the firearms collection at Fort MeHenry.
That is manifestly untrue because our Society has never been
approached in the matter, although in tracing it out we dis-
cover an amazing situation, the details of which my board feels
is not known by Secretary Ickes.

Very naturally we are disquieted by the occurrence
because the Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland has been
the means of placing about 90% of the exhibits at Fort McHenry
and we feel a sense of responsibility to our fellow Baltimoresns.
Therefor I am inclosing in this copies of certain letters that
will explain themselves and will ask you to note that in May
1934, Mr..ﬁllen S. Bowie gave to the Society of the War of 1812
in Maryland the collection aforesaid and that it was accepted
and duly placed at Fort lMcHenry in accordanes with our suggestion
Yo Mr, Bowie. Other letters will show that the facts of this
gift were known by Mr., Chatelsine who had charge of the historieal
division of the Department of the Interior and by Mr. Peterson
who planned the installation for the exhibit. I might also
state that Dr. Jones, Mr, Garrett and Mr. Palmer, who have
successively acted as superintendents at Fort McHenry, since
then have seen the letter of gift from Mr., Bowie snd that each
was personally acquainted with its details. More recently,
however, Mr. Bowie has been induced to give title to the De-
partment of the Interior for the same collection that he had
previously given to the Society of the War of 1812 and which
we deposited at Fort McHenry in good faith.



Pebruary 4, 1937

Hon. Millard 2, Tydings
U. 8, Senate Office Building
waghington, D. C.

My dear Senator:

Pollowing our conversation at the Univorsiti Club
the other svontng. I am inclosing a elipping from the "Balti-
more Hvening Sun”, January l4th, which said that the Depart-
ment of the Interior has agcquired from the Soeciety of the War
of 1812 a title to the firearms collection at Fort MeHenry.
That is menifestly untrue because our Soclety has never been
approached in the matter, although in tracing it out we dis~-
cover an amazing situation, the details of which my board fesels
i8 not lnown by Secretary Ickes.

Very naturally we are disquieted by the occurrence
because the Sogiety of the War of 1812 in Maryland has been
the means of placing about 90% of the exhibits at Fort MeHenry
and we feel a sense of responsibility to our fellow Baltimoreans.
Therefor I am inelosing in this coples of certain letters that
will explain themselves and will ask you to note that in Ma
1934, Hr.53110n 3., Bowie gave to the Sogiety of the War of 1812
in Maryland the ecollsction aforesaid end that it wes acoepted
and duly placed at Port McHenry in agccordance with our suggestion
to Mr., Bowie, Other letters will show that the facts of this
gift were known by lMr. Chatelaine who had charge of the historieal
division of the Department of the Interlor and by Mr., Feterson
who planned the installation for the exhibit, I might also
ptate that Dr. Jones, Mr. Garrett and Mr. Palmer, who have
suscessively scted as superintendents at Fort MeHenry, since
then have seen the letter of gift from lir. Bowie and that esch
was personally acquainted with its details, More recontly,
however, Mr, Bowie has been induced to give title to the De-
partment of the Interior for the same collection that he had
previously given to the Society of the War of 1612 and which
we deposited at Fort McHenry in good faith,



Under the cirecumstances, my board feels that it
would be timely to mention several similar annoyances that
have occurred sinee the Department of the Interior took
over the control of Fort MecHenry by Zxecutive Order in Aug=
ust 1933. During the eight years period of previous super-
vision by the War Department, our Joglety cooperated with
their engineers in restoring the fort buildings and in
landscaping the grounds., Mesnwhile we colleeted exhibits
for the museum and through our efforts some fifty historical
tablets were erected and over 200 trees were planted on the
grounds at Fort MeHenry, Of these, thirty eix tablets and
thirty eix trees were installed by the various patriotie
societies to memorialize those historical characters who
had been gonnected with the building of Fort MeoHenry, or
who participated in the defense of Baltimore during the
War of 1812. But shortly after the Department of the Ine
terior agsumed control, their superintendents sold as Junk
8 collection of 0ld cannon balls that had been stored in
the magazine at Fort MeHenry for exhibition PUTDPOSOS,

When we protested against this blunder, the Society of the
War of 1812 in Maryland was importuned to repurchase these
relics at a price that was nearly tenfold what the Depart-
ment of the Interior had gotten for them. I might adso
add that the tress which had besn planted at considerable
expense have been consistently neglected and that many of
them are dead or dying.

At another time the Society of the War of 1812
sent twslve or fifteen authenticated cennon that had seen
service in the defense of Baltimore in the War of 1812,
Two of these ecannonm were mounted by the War Department
at the entrance of the porte and three others were mounted
by our Society on horse artillery carrisges, as advised by
Tousard who planned the fart, for sea coust defense around
Baltimore. The superintendent at Fort MoHenry knew that
these items belonged to us and you can imagine our chagrin
when we found that last summer agents of the Department of
the Interior, without asking our permission, had taken our
guns from our carriages and placed them on other earriages
and when we protested, they placed other guns on our
carriages that had no comnnection with the historic armament
of Fort McHenry.



Iast summer the Society of the War of 1812 started
a marine museum at the fort and were prepared to double its
gize this year, but sinee the firearms episode people who
owned these shipmnaaln have gotten very sceptical about
their property rights and are withdrawin eir models so
faszhfhat there may not be s model left by the end of the
montis

- We take no pleasure in making these gomplainta
but Baltimoreans are proud of the reputation of Fort Hnﬁsnry
and we hope that you will acquaint the Secretary of the
Interior with these irregularities beecause we gannot con~
coéive that he Ikmows the real facts,

Very truly yours,

JEIAC
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February 8, lsﬁga?“

Hon. Millard 2, Tydings
¥. 3. Senate Office Building
Wﬂsmngtﬁn‘ Dl GO

My dear Senator:

Following onr conversation at the University Club
the other eveming, I am inelosing & ¢lipping from the "Balti-
more Zvening Sun”, Jamary 14th, which said that the Depart-
ment of the Interior has sequired from the Society of the War
of 1812 = title to the firesarme collection at Fort MeHenry.
That is menifestly untrue because our Society has never been
approached in the matter, although in tracing it out we dis=
cover an amazing situation, the details of whioh my board
feols is not kmown by Secretary Ickes.

Very naturally we are disquieted by the ogcurrence,
because the Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland has been
the means of placing about 90% of the exhibits at Fort MeHenry
and we fesl a sense of responsibility to our fellow Baltimoreans.
Therefor 1 am inelosiug in this coples of certain letters that
will explain themselves and will ask you tormote that in May
1934, Mr, Allen 3. Bowie pave to the Soclety of the War of lt12
in Maryland the collection aforesaid and that 1t was sccepted
by us and duly placed at Fort McHenry in accordance with our
suggestion to Mr., Bowie. Other letters will show that I noti-
fied hir. Chatelaine who had charge of the historical division
of the Department of the Interior and lr., Peterson who planned
the installation of this gift. I might also state that agents
from the Department of the Interior came over to plan the
exhibit and that each of the subsequent superintendents or
aoting superintendents at Fort McHenry had seen the letter of
gift from Mr, Bowie and that each was personally scquainted
with its details. More recently, on October 5th, 1936, Nr.
Bowie was inducel to give to the Department of the Interior
this same collection that he had previously given to the Society
of the War of 1612 and which had been deposited at Fort MeHenry
in good faith,
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Under the circumstances, mg board feels that 1t
would be timely to mention several similar annoyances that
have oceurrad sinse the Department of the Interior took over
the control of Fort MecHenry by HExecutive Order in August 1933,
During the eight years period of previous auglrviston by the
War Department, our Society cooperated with their snginesrs in
restoring the fort buildings and in landscaping the grounds,

. f~bg collecting exhibits for the mussum. Through our efforts

gome fifty historioal tablets wers erected and over 200 trees
wore planted on the grounds at Fort MeHenry, and of these,
thizrty six tablets and thirty six tress were insiallied by the
various patriotic societies to memorialize those historieal
gharecters who had been connected with the building of Fort
MeHenry, or who participasted in the defense of Baltimore dure
ing the War of 1812. But shorily after the Department of the
Interior assumed eontrol their superintendent sold, as Junk,
a gollection of old eannon balls that had been stored in the
magazine at Fort MoHenry for exhibition purposes, and the
Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland was importuned to re-
gnrohaso these relies at a price that was nearly tenfold what
he Department of the Interior had gotten for thems, I might
slao add that the trees which had besn planted at considerable
expence have been consistently neplected and that many of them
are dead or dying.

_ At other times the Society of the War of 1812 sent
twelve or fifteen authenticated camnnon that had seen service
in the defense of Baltimore in the War of 1812, Two of these
ecannon were mounted by the War Department at the entrance of
the porte and three others were mounted by our 3oeisty on horse
artillery oarriages, as advised by Tousard who planned the
fort, for supplemental sea coast defense around Baltimore,
The ‘superintendent at Port McHenry knew that these items
belonged to us and you can imagine our chagrin when we found
that agents of the Department of the Interior without asking
permission had, last summer, taken our guns from our carriages
and placed them on other carriages and when we protested,
they placed dther guns that had no comnnection with the historie
armament of Fort lMeHenry on our carriages,.
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Hora regently the Soclety of the War of 1812 started
8 maring mussum at the fort to memorislise the naval history of
Bultimore at that period and we were preparing to double its
size this year, But singe the firearms episoede ple who
ownad these suipmedels have Jotm vory seeptieal about their
t"""” rights and sre withirawing the models so fsst that
hore may not be & model left by the end of the month,

Wo feke no plessurs in making theso complainta
bogunas Fort lollenvy was msde a Hational Shyine by iet of

¢ 808 and placed unler the supervision of the War Devarte
meut. Dat timoreans are o2 its reputation,
Imowing that thess trre tiea are bonnd te diminish thag

raspect for it, whiech the name implies, we hope thet you will
acguaint the Jegretary of tho Interior with the real Tacts
and see if they camnot be correcteds

Very truly yours,

JAHIAC
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMINT OF THE INTERIOR
National Perk Service

Washington
February 18,1937

Memorasndum for the Acting Secretary:

Reference 1s mede to Senator Tydings' letter of Februsary
10, regerding museum exhibits at Fort McHenry MNationel Park,
end the letter of Mr. James &. dancock attached.

The background of this situstion is ss follows: In Sep-
tember 1936, the fireasrms collection of E., Berkley Bowie was
pleced at rovt Melienry through negotietions with dr. Jemes
E. Hancock, President of the Socisty of the Wer of 1812 in
Meryland. There was no correspondence exehanged upon the
¢ollection, but it wes essumed that the collection would be
a gift to the Netionsl Perk derviee. Under that assumption,
the Nationzl Park Service secured PHA funds in the amount of
$12,812 for esses and prepsration of the collection.

It was deemed necessary by the Service to secure full
title te the collectlon for accectance of the Seoretary in
order Lo justify the expenditure of government funds. In
September,1938, Supesrintendent Palmer was instructed orally
to secure title to the collectlon.

Superintendent rFalmer believed that the reservaetlions i

Mr, Allen Bowle's letter of May 28,1934, to Mr. Hancock, would

make it necessery for Mr. Dowlie to present the collection.
“han Supt. Palmer explained the necessity for title to Mr.
Bowie, he steted that he wished the Soeciety to have all credit
for the colleetion. The presentation was made snd aceepted
with the reservation that the collection would not be removed
from Fort MeHenry and that the nsme of the Society of the War
of 1812 in Maryland would be carried with it when the final
display was prepared.

With respeet to Mr. Hencock8s complaint that the trees
at Fort McHenry sre not recelving proper cere, the Tollowing
guotation from A,K.Baskette,Colonel, Quartermaster Corps,
Beltimore, to Mrs. James Darsey Baltimﬂre, March 19,1931, is
given: naTl trees planted in Fart MecHenry will be red aaka.
Thl= tree was selected after & thorough consultation with te
Department of Agriculture in Weshington, not only because of
its own shape end ecolorling, but =lso because it is the best
tree that cen be gpown on that particulsr ground" In spite
of the recommendstion of the Dept. of Agriculture, white pine
trees elso were plented while the War Department had juris-
diction. Tree authorlities declare that the white pine cannot



live unger atmospheric conditions at Fort McHenry, The white
BEK pine trees are dying ang No care can S&ve them. The oak
trees are thriving ang are being glven care by the National
Park Service.

Jones, When the Carriages were changed, My, Hancock wasg shomn
the 8Brriage plens of: 1812, He gave Mr. Harper Garrett,
Historian of the Service, oral approval to the change,

Since fort McHenry Nationsal Park was transferreq to the
National Park Service in August 9,1933, Decessary improvemen s
amounting to $94,997.89 have been Completed to broperly pre-
Serve and make available for Publie receplion the old Fort,
There were no museun displays at Fort McHenry open to the

to the museunm rooms. It is estimated that 150,000 Visitors
entered the reservation. In meeting the increasing demands
Oof the visitors sng the program of development with regarg to

(Sgd) ARNO B, CAMMERER
Director

Enclosure 1259827

CC-Senator Tydings



March 10, 1937

lire Charles went
Acting Secretary of Interior
Washington, D, Cas

Dear Sirs '

Acknowledgement is herein made of Jour enclosure 1259827 to
Senator Millard E, Tydings, eopy of which Senator Tydings has sent to ne.

loting that this memorandum is signed by lMr. Arno B, Cammerer,
Director, for whom I have much respect, I regret the nesd to dispute
several statements that are contained hnrau:. Prosuming, however, that
this memorandum has been red for him in the usual routine of ]
office, I would refer to the fact that it says tha§ there was no gorrese
pondence about the firearms collection. I would therefor enclose in thie
coples of lettors to lr. Chatelaine, Historian, and to Mr, Poterson, Chief
of Divislon, regarding the matter and would further assert that several
agents wers then sent over from Washington to t the collection ama
toarrange for its aiapxg. These men kmew that the collection had been
given to the Sosciety of the War of 1812 in Marylend for the 0868 mene
tioned and every superintendent or sating ungrintmdent at Ilonom
ainge thon has sesn the letter of gift from Mr, Bowie to our socioty
were acquainted with ite details,

1 anm also enclosing in thio copy of a memorandum from ir. Ned |

Je Burna, scting Chief of luseunm Division, to the Diregtor, dated Sept. J
22nd, 1936, and & @opy of a letter from Lbe Drench Spalding, Aotd i
Asslatant Director, to lr. Palmer, dated Jept. 80th, 1936, reques a

- fron lire Palmer regarding the offorts that he wes making to obtain
a title to the collection, Aind please note that this was two vears after
the colleotion had besn deliverei to Fort lcHenry in good faith and that
Mre Palmer had repeatedly seen the letter of gift from Mr. Bowle and
Imew who held the title to the firearms §ollection,

Refersence is aleo made in Paras 6 to a letter from Col,
Aes Es Backette to lMra., Jumes Dorsey dated March 19th, 1931 which 1 frank-
1y feel is a red herring across the trail, In any ovent that was &
matter between Col, Baskette and liras Dmog‘m I would epeci dically
say that when we made application to erect 56 trees and 56 markers to
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white pine bocause they were a ble evergreen. Moreover, those
trees were purchased Col. Baskette's office with monoy that
was 1ied by ue and other patriotic socioties and these trees were
1:!.50 condition when the Department of the Interior took over the
forts Singe then we have froquently called attention to the negleect
of these trecs, until recen an effort has becn made to save them
by futile sprayings 1 would therefor submit that a 1little care and

a 1little top soil in 1933 and 1934 wonld have saved these trees whigh
m b:on presented by the patriotic socioties with good historical

aNte

mwmg to the comments in the first paragraph, page 2 of

the memo um, I not only 4 that Dr, Jones ever showed me any plans
for new gun carriages, but it ny sslon that Dr. Jones mifu
from the D mnt some time before 8 change was made, In fag

1 doubt that Dr. Jones with his Imowladge of our loeal history w

have gounselei such alteration anmd 1 remember the interest that he
dhmﬁ when I showed him a oo‘yz of the Artillerist Companion published
in s in'whigh Major Tomsard who planned the Star Port advised the

use of horse artillery as a supplemental coast defense. Tousard knew

plaged
Fort lcllenry. However, when the guns woro taken from our earriages
we protested and lir, Garrett came over from Waphington to anl me no*‘

to press the matter, besause the new carriages had been made by W, P. A,
workors and if we agitated it gome one wounld get in trouble, lir,
Garrett then proposed to get new guns for our earriages and 1 naturally
asoumed that such puns would be of the 1812 period, Aias things now
stand, our gune on the present garriages do not represent the history

that we paid to 8l2e and the new guno on our carriages have no
historical connection with the Defense of Baltinore,
e are to have the figures for attendance at Fort M

bocause we remember the instaking earnestness that the War D

ment took in restoring the old buildings and in landscaping the
grounds, Ve also remember that the great majority of items for the
mugoun were plaged there by the Society of War of 1812 and that
we secured the street sims through the Keystone Automobile Club to
direct the traveling public to the fort. ie rogrot, however, to hear
the many complaints from people who go to the fort and find that




they cannot get inside the bulldings. Therefor 1 would raspectfully
sugzest that 1t would be seemly for the Department of the Interior to
valize that it obtained the work of thess factors under the pretext
of batier mano T and that 1t can afford to have some raegsrd for

our property rights,
Vary traly yours,

JaH1A0 S ; £ % o2

I et ittt i



SECRETARY
WM. H. PITCHER, JR.
3 W. LOMBARD ST,

PRESIDENT
JAMES E. HANCOCK

821 W. LOMBARD BT,

Society of the War of 1812
in Margland

BaLTiMORE, Mp. lov, B8th,1937,

Director, the National Park Service,
Department of the Interior,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:-

Referring to certain correspondence relative to the
B, Berkley Bowie Arms Collection, which the Society of the
War of 1812 in Maryland previously deposited as a permanent
exhibit at Fort McHenry, you will please be advised that the
Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland is presently disposed
to execute a deed or a bill of sale, transferring to the
United States of America the B, Berkley Bowie Arms Collection,
subjeect to the conditions hereinafter mentioned:

I. - That the United States of America will maintain
the B, Berkley Bowie Arms Collection in good condition, under
proper care and eustody and will display same in toto at Fort
McHenrye.

2, = That the said United States of America will mark
this display of the &, Berkley Bowis Arms Collection to show
that it was a gift of the Society of the War of 1812 in
Maryland as follows: "The B. Berkley Bowie Collection of
Pirearms, mresented to Fort McHenry National Park by the
Society of the War of 1812 in Marylandy in a way that is
mutually agreeable to the Sceiety of the War of 1812 in
Maryland and to the National Park 3Service; and furthermors,
that sueh marking or markings will be permanently maintained
by the Natiomal Park Service in gonnection with the display
of said Collection.

3, - That the United States of America shall not remove
the said B, Berkley Bowie Arms Collection, or any portion
thereof, fm m the area now known as Fort McHenry National Park,
without the written authorization of the Societly of the War of
1812 in Maly land. In the event of any unsuthorized removal of the
gaid Firearms Collection in toto or in part, the United States
of Americe shall forthwith surrender possession ofnthe B, Berkley
Bowie Firearms Collection to the said Society of the War of 1812
in Maryland afd shall thereby re-invest the Society of the War of

1812 in Maryland with full and absolute title therein,



UNITED STATES . .
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON
February 25, 1928.

Mr, James E, Hancock,
President, Society of the War
of 1812 in Maryland,
521 W. Lombard Street,
Baltimore, Maryland.

Dear Mr, Hancock:

Thig Service has recelved two copies of a bill of sale executed
February 21, 1938, by the Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland,
transferring to the United States the Bowle Arms Collection, now lo=-
cated at Fort McHenry National Park, together with copies of a resolu-
tion adopted by the Society February 15, suthorizing the President and
Secretary to execute the instrument on behalf of the Soclety. I take
pleasure in accepting on behalf of the United States the property trans-
ferred, subject to the conditions expressed in the bill of sale.

One copy of the executed bill of sale 1s returned herewith.

Sincerely yours,

Arno B, Canmflerer, |

Director.

Enclosgure 1610348
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BILL OF SALE

The Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland, a corporation organ-
ized and existing under the laws of the State of Maryland, in consider-
ation of the mcceptance and public display of the Bowie Arms Collection
at Fort McHenry National Park, does hereby bargain and sell to the Unit-

ed States of America, the following property:

The Bowie Arms Collection, consisting of antigue firearms,

now located at Fort Mcllenry National Park,

Subject to the following express conditions:

1. That the United States of America will maintain in
good condition, and display the Bowie Arms Collection in toto
at Fort McHenry, unless the Society of the War of 1812 in
Maryland approves, under written authoriszation, the display
and maintenance of only a portion of the sald colleetion, in
which event the portion of the collection to be displayed and
maintained by the United States of America shall be deseribed
in the written suthorization of the Soclety.

2. That the seid United States of America will mark this
display of the Bowie Arme Collection to show that it was a
gift of the Soclety of the War of 1812 in Maryland es follows:
“Phe E, Berkley Bowie Collection of Firearms, presented to
Fort McHenry by the Soeiety of the War of 1812 in Maryland",
and in a way that is mutually agreeable to the Society of the
War of 1812 in Maryland and to the National Park Service; and
furthermore that such marking or markings will be permanently
maintained by the National Park Service in connection with the
displey of said collection. g

3, That the United States shall not remove the said
Bowie Arms Collection, or sny portion thereof, from the said
Fort MeHenry, without written authorization of the Society of
the War of 1812 in Maryland. In the event of any unauthoriszed
removal of the said collection in toto or in part, the United
States of America shall forthwith surrender possession of the
sald Bowie Arms Collection to the saild Society of the War of
1812 in Maryland, and shall thereby reinvest the Soclety of
the War of 1812 in Marylend with full and absolute title %o
snid colleetion: Provided, however, that in the event the
sald collection or a portion thereof is stolen, or without
authority of the United States removed, from said Fort MeHeary,
such removsl shall not csuse title to the sald Collection to
reinvest in the Soclety of the War of 1812 in Maryland, it be-
ing understood that the United States of America is responsible
only for acts performed by its duly suthorized agents acting
within the scope of their authority; it also being further
understood, that if it becomes known to the United States of
America or to the said Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland



that the Bowie Arms Collection or any part thereof has been
stolen or removed without authority as hereinabove provided
for, from Fort McHenry, the Secretary of the Interior will
recommend to the proper officers of the United States that
action legel or otherwise be taken by the United States of
Amerioa to effect its return, with or without punitive meas-
ures, if such action would not result in unreagonable coat

being incurred to do so.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we, the President and Secretary of the Soclety

of the War of 1812 in Maryland, being thereunto duly authoriged, have

 hereunto set our hands and caused the official seal of the sald Soclety

E Pt sont.

President

Vbl 72

Secretary

State of Maryland, City of Baltimore, tod&,

1 hereby certify, that on this t\ > day of 9—\)’”&]{‘ "
|

in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, before the subscriber, a

notary public for the said State, in snd for the City sforesald, per-
gonally appeared James B, Hancock and William H, Pitcher, Jr., Fresident
and Secretary, rupoetﬁoly, of the Soclety of the War of 1812 in Mary-
land, one of the parties mentioned in the foregoing bill of sale, and
acknowledged the same to be the act and deed of the sald Society of the

Wotary Public.

War of 1812 in Maryland.




Baltimore, Md. Feb. 15th,1938.

Whereas = The Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland did progure,
Hay 28th, 1934, the gift of a collection of Firearms from the heirs of
the late 3, Berkley Bowie and did deposit this same as a permanent
exhibit in the Museum at rort MeHenry, Baltimore, ud,

And whereas = The United States of imerica desires to obtain the
title to the said Bowie Firearms Collection subject to the stipulations
and qualifications to be contained in an agreement or qualified Bill of
Sale as hereinafter set forth.

Therefor be it resolved = that the Soeiety of the War of 1812 in
llaryland agrees to vest title in the United States of imerica to the
aforesald Bowie Firearms Collection, subjeet however to the following

condi tions.

1, 7That the United States of Amerieca will maintain in good cone
dition, and display the Bowie Arms Colleetion in toto at rort
Mefenry, unleas the Society of the war of 1812 in Maryland spprovec,
under written authorization, the dieplay aml maintenance of only a
portion of the said collection, in which event tho portion of the
collogtion to be displayed and maintained by the United States of
Amofiua shall be described in the written authorization of the
Socletys.

2¢ That the said United States of America will mark this display
of the Bowie Arms Collection to show that it was a glft of the
Sogiety of the War of 1812 in Maryland as follows:"The 2, Berkley
Bowle Collection of rirearms, Eﬁcaented to rort Mellenry by the
Society of the War of 1812 in Haryland”, and in a way that is
mitually agreeable to the Soglety of the War of 1612 in Maxy land
amd to the National Park Serviece; and furthermore that such m: vke
ing or markings will be permanently maintained by the National
Park Service in connection with the display of sail collection.



Baltimore’ IAIGL. Feb. 15th,193Bo =

3¢ That the United States shall not remove the sald Bowle Arms
Collection, or any portion thereof, from ithe said Fort MeHenry,
without written authorization of tho Soglety of the Wer of 1812

in Marylande In the event of any unauthorized removal of the paid
collection in toto or in part, the United States of Amerieal shsll
forthwith surrender possession of the sald Bowie Arms Collegticn to
the sald Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland, and shall thereby
reinvest the Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland with full and
absolute 1itlo to said collection: ZFrovided, however, that in the
event the sald collection or a portion thersof is stolen, or without
authority of the United States yremoved, from said Fort keHenry, such
removal shall not cause title to the said Colleotion to reinvest in
the Soclety of the War of 1612 in Maryland, it being undsrstood that
the United States of America is responsidble only for asets performed
by 1ts duly mmthorized agents agtiag within the scope of their
anthority; it also being further und erstood, that if it becomes
known to the United States of Amerliea or to the sald Soglaty of the
War of 1812 in Marxyleand that the Bowie Arms Colleotion or part
thereof has besen stolen or removed without authority as hereinabove
provided for, from Fort Melenry, the Secretary of the Interior will
regommend to the proper officers of the United States that action
legal or otherwise be taken by the United States of America to effect
its return, with or without punitive measures, if such aetion would
not result in unreasonable coat being incurred to do so.

And be it further resolved = That the FPresident and the Ceoretary of
the Sosiety of the War of 1812 in lMaryland are hereby asuthorized and
directed to exeoute the hereinabove mentioned instrument,.

e S0
Signed.

Begrotary.




WVlnited Dlates Denafe

IN REPLY
PLEASE REFER TO DATE
OF THIS LETTER

March 18, 1937
Mr. Jesmes E. Hancock,
521 W. Lombard St.,
Baltimore, Maryland

Dear Mr. Hancock:

I have your letter of the 1llth.

, I want you to know that I stand
ready and willing to do anything that I
possibly can in cooperation with the
Society of the Wear of 1812 to be helpful
in regard to the preservetion of Fort
McHenry and the historical exhibits there.

So far as the recent collection
of arms is concerned, I would prefer not
to go further into that as the ownership
of the seme seems to be in dispute which
I am powerless to settle.

However, if you feel I can be of
help to the Society in eny other way,
please let me know Jjust what you want me
to do.

With best wishes and kindest

regards, I am ’

-

'Sineerely yours,




: Copy

March 20, 1937

Hon. Millard &, Tydings
U. S. Senate Office Building

Washington, D. Ce
Dear Senator 1ydings:
Yours of March 18th has been received, and noted.

At the risk of being misunderstood, I regret that
you have included in sam® any comment on the title to the arms
collection. My board feols that this is a moral isSsue and that
the Department of the Interior has not been fair repgarding the

known faets of ovmership.

However, 1 would not urge you to get into the contention
unless you felt that our claim was justified.

yery truly yours,

JEHAC



¥ | r
\ 3 l .
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON
March 25, 1937.

Mr. James E. Hancock,
President, Society of the War of 1812,
521 West Lombard Street,
Baltimore, Marylend.

Dear Mr. Hancock:

By reference from Acting Secretary West, the receipt is ack-
nowledged of your letter of Mearch 10 regarding the Bowie collection
of firearms and certain other matters at Fort McHenry National Park.

The records of this Service do not contain complete data as to
the facts surrounding the delivery of the above-mentioned collection
to Fort McHenry, and therefore the question of ownership of the fire-
arms is not entirely free from doubt. However, our records do clearly
indicate that it was the intention of the donor, Mr. Allen S. Bowie,
to secure the benefit of the Society's prestige in persuading the
Government to accept the collection and to display it at the Fort.
Correspondence in our files also indicates that this Service believed
the intention of the donor had been carried out as on November 7,
1936, Acting Secretary Walters of this Department accepted the collec-
tion, which Mr. Bowie stated in his letter of October 5, 1936, to
Superintendent Palmer was being presented to the park "in order that
there mey be no question of title arising in the future®.

From your letters, however, it appears that you believe a gift
to the Society was consumated in September 1935, pursuant to an
exchenge of correspondence between you and Mr. Bowie in 1934,

This Service has no intention of divesting the Society of the
War of 1812 in Maryland of title to the collection, if, in fact, title
thereto is now vested in the Society and it is desired to retain owner-
ship thereof. However, our administretion of the Fort must be based
on an orderly and permenent plen and unless our title to the collection
is perfected, if it is not now valid, the space made available in the
Fort for display of the firearms will be devoted to other historical

exhibits.
Therefore, if your Society desires to remove all doubt as to

title to the collection and thereby assure that the donor's expressed
intention shall be complied with, namely, the collection displayed at



Sincerely Yyours

LKz

Associate Direetor,



Mareh 30, 1937

Mre As 8. Démaray
Asaistant Dtmtﬂrin‘ tional Paric Servige
w dim
Dear Mr, Demaray:

Returning to the elty yesterday, I found your letter, March
25th, in reference to the Bowie firearms collection.

1t 15 the earnest intention of the Soclety of the War of 1622
in Marylanl to meke & pormanent exhibit of this ocolleotion at Fort |
ligHenry and we are amazed at the present confusion. Under the cirocunm=
stance a satisfactory proposition from you might help to unravel the
m:

1 anm tied up for the balance of the week with other engagemants
but if you would appoint a gonvenient time for next weak, 1 would be
glad to run over to see you.

Very truly yours,

JEH3AQ



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

April 1, 1937,

Mr, Jemes E, Hancock,
President, Society of the War of
1812 in Marylend,
521 W. Lombard Street,
Baltimore, Maryland,

Deexr Mr, Hencock:

The receipt is acknowledged of your letter of March 30 regard-
ing the Bowie firearms collection now on display at Fort McHenry.

We are pleased to note that it is the eernest intention of the
Society of the War of 1812 in Marylend to meke a permanent exhibit
of the collection at Fort McHenry. As correspondence from your So-
clety raised a question as to ownership of the collection, it was
not clear to this Service why this question was reised when the
wishes of the donor and the Society were apparently being carried
out by this Services Furthermore, as Govermment funds have been
and undoubtedly will be expended on the collection, it is necessary
for us to resolve all doubts in the matter one way or the other,
Accordingly, we wrote you on March 25 suggesting a procedure to
insure that the collection would be bpermanently available for ex-
hibition at the Fort.

It is believed that we will be able %o adjust this matter with-
out any difficulties. Your Soclety appears to have a genuine in-
terest in the historical background of the Wer of 1812 just as we do.
Therefore, I will be glad to have you cell at my office next week at
your convenience so we may discuss this matter in a friendly way and
dispose of any differences that may now existe I suggest that you
advise in advance what day it will be convenient for you to call at
this office.

Sincerely yours,

Acting Director,



PLAZA 8929

GEO. WASHINGTON WILLIAMS
ATTORNEY AT LAW

225-32 NEW AMSTERDAM BUILDING
BALTIMORE, MD.

Apri) 21,193%,

Dear Doctor:-

In.going over the draft of Resolution just
now(6:15)I note that three words were omitted in the last
line, in the copying from my manuseript, and you will, there-

fore, please insert "of the custody" between the word

"acceptance™ and the word "of" in said last line. 1t
they are omitted, there might be some quibble, though I
don't see how, Anyhow, I had intended to insert them, and

wish them inferted now.

Hoping that the parper heretofore mailed will meet
with ypur approval, I am, with best regards,

Yours

P, 8, You may convert "exhibl into "exhibition™ in the 3rd

line from the top.

I was in haste to get it to you in thday's mail, hence
did not proof read it very well, it seems.

fas



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK sgryicg

Fort McHenry National Fark
Baltimore s Marylang

Avgust, 17, 1937

The Direct.or,
National Fark Service 5
Washington, D. c.

Att: M, Ronald Lee
Dear Sir:

Reference ig made to My, Lee's letter of August g
concerning the marker or Plague for the E, Berkeley Bowie
Firearms Collection, I have discussed the encloseqd legend
with Mr, Bowie, who approved it,

chimney of the first room given to the Bowie Collection,
The collection should be markeq With a bronge tablet, byt
if the park is to supply the marker I doybt whether T have
sufficient funds in eyp @ppropriation to Secure it, Fop

George A, Palmer
Superintend ent,



THE E. BERKLEY BOWIE
COLLECTION OF FIRE ARMS
made by
E. BERKLEY BOVIE
of BALTIMORE

nresented to
FORT MCHENRY NATIONAL PARK
by
THE SOCIETY OF THE WAR OF 1812
IN MARYLAND

Proposed location of marker,
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.. N UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
: NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

August 26, 1937,

Mre James E. Hancock,
President, Society of War of
1812 in Maryland,
521 West Lombard Street,
Baltimore, Maryland.

Dear lr. Hancock:

Thers is enclosed a copy of a letter from Superintendent
George A« Palmer, of Fort lMcHenry National Park, with enclosure,
proposing an inscription and location for a marker or plague
concerning the E. Berkeley Bowie fire arms collection. We are
forwarding this to ysu for the consideration of the Society of
the War of 1812 in Maryland. We hope that the proposed wording
and location will be agresable to your organization.

In this comnection, it is understood that you are studying
the form of provisional deed which would be satisfactory to us
for the arms collection. We shall be glad to have one of our
attorneys meet with your organization in Baltimore to draw up
& suitable deed if you will advise where and when you would
like to have the meeting held.

Sincerely yours,

Q. ~loorr

HilYory A. Tolson,
Enclosure 1596923, ng Director.
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RESCLUTION OF THE SOCIETY OF THE WAR OF 1812 IN MARYLAND

*

WHEREAS, this Society, to wit, THE SOCIETY OF THE WAR OF
1812 IN MARYLAND, is the owner of the "BOWIE ARMS COLLECTION",
now on exhibit at Fort lMicHenry, City of Baltimore, State of
Maryland, and

WHEREAS, 1t Bt dnter Tion—af the Somom mgnd is oew the
intention of this Society, and the desire of the United States
Government, that said Arms Collection become & permanent exhibit
at sald Fort licHenry,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

FIRST: That this Soclety hereby consents to the said Bowie
Arms Collection remalning at saia Fort licHenry, in the custody
of the United States Government, so long as said Government shall
own, have Jurisdiction Over, or control of, sald Fort McHenry.

SECOND: That such consent is given with the distinet under-
standing and agreement that no part, or a2ll, of said colleetion
shall be, &t any time, for any purpose, removed from said Fort
McHenry, without the consent, in writing, of this Socliety, ==
that the same may be removed therefrom, then, only for short
intervals, such as for temporary exhibitions, and never permsnent-
ly, or in any manner equivalent to permanency.

THIRD: That the object of this resolution is to assure both
the Government and the Soclety that the said Arms Collection shall
be, and become, a permanent exhibit at Fort licHenry, in perpetulty,
or as long as circumstances will permit, anc they are not to be
withdrawn, except that it be necessary to do so to preserve them
for display in thie community, or to protect the title of this
Society thereto.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such consent shall be, and
become, irrevocably effective lmmediately upon the receipt of the
acceptance of sald Arms Collection by the said United States

Governmentg on the terms end conditions hereinabove set forth.

P R



Suggested form for “etter.

- .y

The Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland agreeably to your suggest-
ion is willing to allow you to hold the "Bowie Arms Collection" now

a qualified
at Fort lMcHenry and to give you/title thereto with the distinct and
positive understanding that the U.S.Government will keep said arms col-
lection in proper care and custody and that it,the said U.S.Government
will always hereafter maintain same at Fort McHenry and will not remove
the said Bowie Arms Collection nor any part thereof from the said Fort
McHenry and furthercore that it will suitably mark the display as show=-
ing the said Society was the original depositor.

Furthermore and in consideration for the permission of the Society to

allow the U.S.Government to asgume ownership the said U.S.Government

b SESHRRE

through ,’fw R fooad o7 M omp oo peil P aneliflot-anent s St -acilonen &
covenants and agrees that it will always keep and maintain said Bodge
Arms €ollection in the best manner and will not remove,nor permit its
removal,or any part or portion thereof,from the said Fort where it now
is and that if at any time in the future the said Collection,or any part
or portion thereof,is removed from exhibition at said location,to wits
from Fort McHenry,then,and in that event,the Society of the War of 1812

in Maryland will frior to such removal be given notice of same and the

U.S.Governmentor its agents and servants having charge of such arms



return the said Bowie Arms Collection to the sazid Society and will at
once re-invest said Society with full and absolute title to said Col-
lection. And that if any of the guns,pistols er any part or parcel

of said arms collection as it now stands have been removed the U.S.Govern
ment will immediately have same returned and give same tack to the said

Society with a clear title(as above set forth)to the said Society.



Provided,however,that if any of said articles are fraudulently

by other than an agent,or agents or employee or employees of the U. S.
removed or stolen/then,and in that event,there will be no respons bility
on the part of the said U.S,for the loss of such articles nor will such
theft,or abstraction cause the title to srid Bowie Arms Collection in

itael{,nxntx to re-invest in the Society of the War of 1812 in laryland,

rerd Y
The Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland will givida Bill 4f Sade,

in the nature of an agreement,to theégaigjf States which will embody the
above stipulations,or provisos,and which »5ill of -ale,or agreement ,will be
accompanied by a resolution passed by Board of Managers authorizing its
execution and which said Bill of DSale,or agreement,:;;i also be be executed
by the Secretary of the Interior,or a duly authorized representative of the

United st-tes uovérnmen%f%%ﬁ‘iiﬁiﬁé said Bill of Sale and assenting to k=

stipulations and agreemenfa contained therein,



RESOLUTION OF THE SOCIETY OF THE WAR OF 1812 IN MARYLAND

*

WHEREAS, thils Soclety, to wit, THE SOCIETY OF THE WAR OF
1812 IN LARYLAND, is the owner of the "BOWIE ARMS COLLECTION",
now on exhibit at Fort licHenry, City of Baltimore, State of
Maryland, and

WHEREAS, 1t wag daterntion—af B - Re. 15 new the

intention of this Soelety, and the desire of the United States
Government, that said Arms Collection become & permanent exhibit
at said Fort licHenry,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

FIRST: That thls Society hereby consents to the said Bowie
Arms Collection remaining at ssid Fort lMcHenry, 1n the custody
of the United States Government, so long as sald CGovernment shall
own, have Jurlsdiction over, or control of, said Fort McHenry.

SECOND: That such consent is given with the distinet under-
standing and agreement that no part, or all, of sald colleotion
shall be, &t any time, for any purpose, removed from said Fort
McHenry, without the consent, in writing, of this Soclety, &=
that the same may be removed therefrom, then, only for short
intervals, such as for temporary exhibltions, and never permanent-
ly, or in any menner equivalent to permanency.

THIRD: That the object of thié resolution 1s to assure both
the Government and the Society that the said Arms Collection shall
be, and become, a permanent exhibit at Fort licHenry, in perpetuity,
or as long as circumstances will permit, and they are not to be
wlthdrawn, except that 1t be necessary to do so to preserve them
for display in thils community, or to protect the title of this
Soclety thereto.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such consent shall be, and
become, irrevocably effective immediately upon the receipt of the
acceptance of said Arms Collection by the saild United States

Government; on the terms and conditione hereinabove set forth.
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/ "Bowie Arms co&mztm &oh\:@?:\sm m % war of 1612 in

Maryland hed previously Agposit 83 Wﬂ hoxhibit at Fort
MePenry, you will-plaage Msd{ ‘ aw of the War of

1812 in Maryland, is presantly 4 :apngi §3 . fied title

of the Bowie Arms Colleetlon 3 the Us ‘Wgz_:@cnt under the :
following eondltions: e ot e P S /‘)’\]@\

I = That the Uy Se awmﬁﬁiﬁ--gg; kogp tho .gwie Arms
Collection™in proper care and ountoﬂd will always hereafter
maintain the seid Bowie Arms Collection in totd at Fort uoﬂmryﬁ

2, = That the said U, S. Government will mark this dleplay
of the Bowie Arms Collection to show that it was a gift from th
Soeiety of the War of 1812 in Maryland, in a way that ie gre%le
RO O o 1oty of the War of 1612 in Maxylamde £, &, It Tt Lonm oo

7 3, = That the U, 3, Govermment will agres O%o to remove the
sald Bowle Arms Collection, or any portion thers }un the preeéntts
of Fort Melsrry, without the written saion of the So of

the War of 1812 in Maryland and that the event of any
in toto or in part, the U, 5. Government will return the said
Bowie Arme O&nntim to the said Soolety and will re~invest The
Sogiety of the war of 1812 in Maryland, with full and absolute

title to sald Collection.
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President Secretary
JAMES E. HANCOCK WM. He PITCHER, JTe
521 W, Lombard Street 3 W. Lombard Street

SOCIETY OF THE WAR OF 1812
In Maryland

Baltimre ] Mﬂ-. ; ]
October 26, 1937

Director of the National Park Service,
Department of the Interior,
Washington, De Ce

Dear Sir:

Referring to certain correspondence relative to the Bowie Arms
Ccollection with the Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland, previous-
1y deposited as & permenent exhibit at Fort McHenry, you will please
be advised that the Society of the War of 1812 in Marylend is pre-
gently disposed to execute a deed or 2 bill of sale transferring to
the United States of America the Bowie AYTS Collection, subject %o
the conditions hereinafter mentioned:

1., That the United States of America will maintain,
in good condition, and display the Bowie Arms collection
in toto at Fort McHenry, unless the Society of the War of
1812 in Maryland epproves, under written suthorization,
the display and maintenance of only & portion of the said
collection, in which event the portion of the collection
to be displayed and maintained by the United States of
Americe shall be deseribed in the written guthorization

of the Society.

2, That the said United States of America will
merk this display of the Bowie Arms Collection to show
that it was a gift of the Society of the War of 1812 in
Maryland in a way that is mutually agreeable to the So-
ciety of the War of 1812 in Marylend and the National

Park Servicee

%3, That the United States shall not remove the
gaid Bowie Arms Collection, or any portion thereof, from
the area now known as Fort McHenry National Park without



written authorization of the Society of the War of
1812 in Maryland. In the event of any unauthorized
removal of the said collection in toto or in part,
the United States of America shall forthwith sur-
render possession of the said Bowie Arms Collection
to the said Society of the War of 1812 in Meryland,
and shall thereby reinvest the Society of the War of
1812 in Maryland with full and absolute title to said

collection;

Provided, however, that in the event the said
collection, or a portion thereof, is stolem, or with-
out authority of the United States removed, from said
Fort McHenry, such removal shall not cause title to
the said collection to reinvest in the Society of the
War of 1812 in Meryland, it being understood that the
United States of America is responsible only for acts
performed by its duly authorized agents acting within
the scope of their authority.

If and when a deed or bill of sale of the above nature is
executed and forwarded to you, it will be accompanied by a resolution
passed by our Board of Managers authorizing the execution thereof.,

Please advise whether it will be agreeable to your Service
for the Society of the War of 1812 of Maryland to proceed in the man-
ner hereinabove outlined. k

Very truly yours,

President.
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Mtlloro. H..
86. L]
Director of the National Park Service, ‘
mm‘ of m hm“. [ a‘Al et
» Do C. /}1,1‘6-". {
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Referr certain corpres O relative to the Bowle Arus
Collection Society of the wap of in lluvhu&- previoug-
1y deposited as a t exhibit at Fort MoHenry, you will please
be advised that the Sooiety of the War of 1812 in is pre-
sently tomnh-dudcrnbmoruh T to
the United tes of Americs M.Amoﬂllntm. m.;::tuta

good condition, eng display the fArms Colleetion
in toto at » Unless the Soeiety of the Way
1812 ia approves, under written authorizetion



exscuted and forwarded
passed by our Board of

for the Society of the

written authorization of the Soclety of the War of
1812 in Maryland, nmmtotwmmma
mm»tmutdunmtuutMerum.
the United States of America shall forthwith sup-
render possession of the said Bowle Arms Colleetion
nmmum:nyorth-nrotum in Maryland,
mmnumwnmnmmnyetmmo:
1812 umnmuumm.m:u title to said

performed by its duly authorized agents acting within
the scope of their authority.

nmm.mawbmoruhotmnmntmu

to you, u-&nhumnabranumuu
mummmtummmmr.

Phauuuumthwunuh-au»htom&m“

ner hereinabove outl .

Very truly yours,

President.

motmuoflmmwmﬂhthm



PRESIDENT
JAMES E. HANCOCK

B21 W. LOMBARD 8T,

SECRETARY
WM. H. PITCHER, Jr.
3 W. LOMBARD sT.

Suriety of the War of 1812
in Marpland

BALTIMORE, MD. Oct. 28th,1937.

Director, the National Park Service,
Department of the Interior,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:-

Referring to certain correspondence relative to the B,
Berkley Bowie Arms Collection, which The Society of the War of
1812 in Maryland previously deposited as a permanent exhibit at
Fort McHenry, you will please be advised that The Society of the
War of 1812 in Maryland is presently disposed to execute a deed
or a bill of sale, transferring to the United States of America
the B. Berkley Bowie Arms Collection, subject to the conditions
hereinafter mentioned:

l,~That the United States of Americs will maintain the B,
Berkley Bowie Arms Collection in good condition, under proper
care and custody and will display same in toto at Fort McHenry.

2,~-That the said United States of America will mark this
display of the B. Berkley Bowie Arms Collection to show that it
wag a gift of Phe Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland as
follows: "The B, Berkley Bowie Collection of Firearms, presented
to Fort McHenry National Park by the Society of the War of 1812
in Maryland;.in a way that is mutually agreeable to the Society
of the War of 1812 in Maryland and to the National Park Service;
and furthermore that such marking or markings will be permesnently
maintained by the National Park Service in connection with the
display of said Collection.

3+=That the United States of America shall not remove the said
&. Berkley Bowie Arms Collection, or any portion thereof, from the
area now known as Fort McHenry National Park, without the written
authorization of The Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland., 1In
theevent of any unauthorized removal of the said Pirearms Collection
in toto or in part, the United States of America ghall forthwith
surrender possession of the E, Berkley Bowie Fipearms Collection
to the said Soclety of the War of 1812 in Maryland and shall thereby
re-invest The Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland with full and

absolute title therein.

:
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PRESIDENT
JAMES E. HANCOCK

821 W. LOMBARD BT,

SECRETARY
WM. H. PITCHER, Jr.
3 W. LOMBARD sT.

Society of the War of 1812
in Margland

BALTIMORE, Mp.

Provided however, that in the event the said Collection
or a portion thereof is stolen or removed from said Fort McHenry
by other than an agent or agents, or an employee or employees of
the United St tes of America, such removal shall not cause title
to the said Collection to reinvest in the Society of the War of
1812 in Maryknd, it being understood that the United States of
America is responsible only for acts performed by its duly
authorized agents or employees acting within the scope of their
authority.

If and when a deed or bill of sale in the nature of an
agreement is executed and forwarded to you it will be accompanied
by & resolution passed by the Board of Managers of the Society
of the War of 1812 in Maryland authorizing the execution thereof,
and this deed, bill of sale or agreement is also to be executed
by the Secretary of the Interior or a duly authorized representative
of the United States of America, formally accepting said bill of
sale or agreement and assenting to the stipulations and agreements
contained therein,

Please advise whether it will be agreeable to your
Service for the Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland to proceed
in the manner hereinabove outlined,

Very truly yours,

President,



Nove 8th,1937,

Director, the Hational Park Service,
Department of the Interior,
Waahington, Ds Cu

Doar 3ir:=

Referring to gsertain correspondence relative to the
B, Berkley Bowie Ayme Golleation, which the Soclety of the
War of 1612 in Maryland préviously deposited as a permanent
exhibit at Part Melienry, wou will ploase be advised that the
Soclety of the way of 1812 in Marylsnd is bresently disposed
to execute a dosd op 2 bill of sale, transterring to the
United States of America the X, Berkley Bowie Arms Collection,
mbjsat to the eoniitions hereinafter mentioned :

Lo » That the United States of Amorica will maintain
the B. Berkle; Bowie Arme Colleoticn in good condition, under
ﬁgper G&re and eustody and wiil display same in toto at Fort

enry.

2¢ = That the said United States of america will mayi
thia Gisplay of the i, Berkley Bowie Arms Collestion to show
that it was a pift of the Soeiety of the ar of 1812 in
Haryland as fo ows: "The &, Berkley Bowie Collection of
Pirearms, mresented to Fort MoHenry Hational Parik by the
“ogiety of the war 0f 1812 in Maryland? in a way that is
mutually agreseable to the Saslety of the War of 1812 in
laryland ani to the Bational Park Service; and furthermore,
that such marking or markings will he bermanently maintained
by the Eationalirark Serviee in connection With the display

e = That the Unitea States of America shall not remove
the said &, Berkley Bowie Arms Collection, or any portion
thereof, fmm the area now known as FPort McHenry National Park,
without the written authorization of the Soclety of the war of
1812 in May land, In the event of any unauthorized removal of the



written authorization of the Society of the War of
1812 in Maryland. In the event of any unauthorized
removel of the said collection in toto or in part,
the United States of America shall forthwith sur-
render possession of the seid BDowie Arms Colleetion
to the said Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland,
end shell thereby reinvest the Society of the War of
1812 in Maryland with full and absolute title to said
colleotion;

Provided, however, that in the event the said
collection, or a portion thereof, is stolem, or with-
out authority of the United States removed, from said
Fort McHenry, such removal shall not cause title to
the sald collection to reinvest in the Society of the
War of 1812 in Marylend, it being understood that the
United States of Amerioca is responsible only for acts
performed by its duly authorized agents acting within
the scope of their suthority.

If and when a deed or bill of sale of the above nature is
exscuted and forwarded to you, it will be accompenied by a resolution
pasaed by our Board of Managers authorizing the execution thereof.

Flease advise whether it will be agreeable to your Service
for the Society of the War of 1612 of Maryland to proceed in the man-

ner hereinabove outlined.
Very truly yours,

President.



Jan, 36th,193&

Director of the Fational park Service,
Department of the Interior,
Washington, 1, ¢,

Deay Sip;-

Rafarring to certain eorraspondence relative to the
Bowlie Arms Goileotion, whieh the Soeiety of the war of 1512 in
Haryland has prsvionsly deposited 38 8 permanent exhihit at Fort
Melienry, you wily Please be adviseq that the Sog iety of the wap of
1812 in Marylana 13 presentiy Gdspogad %o 9%acnta a malified deed
or a vlll of sals transferrin " 0 the United Statss of smeprigs the
fgwie.amaa Golleetion, subject to the oonditiong hereinsfter mene

oned; F R - ' : ;

is  That the United States of Americs will maintain, in pooa
condition, ang display the BowtO'Am-Bollnation in to%‘o at
fort lcHenry, unless the Soeisty of tho War of 1812 4n Haryland
approves, under written authorimticm, the display ana maintenance
of only a portion of the maid collegtion, in which event the

ggr,tian of the eollection to be displayed ana maintaineqd by the

2+ That the sald Unitaed Jtates of Amorica will mmvic this dige~
gay of the Bowie Arms Colleetion to show that it was a gpift of
vhe Society of thae War of 1812 in llaryland a9 follows: "The g,
Berkley Bowie Collection of Pirearms, presented to Fort uelenry
by the S0eiety of the way of 1812 in Maryland" and 4n s way that
is mutually agreeable to the Soelety of the war of 1812 in Marylang
and to the Bational papy service; and furthermora thit suoh marpke
ing or markin will be Permanently maintained by the National
Park Service in connectien with the display of saig Collection,

e  That the United 3tates shall not romove the said Bowie
Arms Collection Or any portion thereof, from the said popt
MoHenry, vi thout writtan autharization of the Sooiety of 1re
War of 1812 in Maryland, In the event of any wnauthorized remoysl
of the said gollection in toto op in part, the United States of
Americe shall forthwitn Surrender possession of the said Bowde

Collection to the saig Socdety of the war of 1612 in
Maryland; snd shall thereby roinveat the Soe iety of the War of



I

Jen.26th, 193¢

[
1812 in Maryland with full and absolute title to said a0l }
lectiong I‘

Providad, howaver, that in the ovant the said 20llection
or a portlen thoreof, is stolen or without authority of the
Unlted States vemoved, from said Popt liollanry, such removsl ]
shall not cause title to tha said Colleation to roinvest in ‘ |
M the Soolety of the War of 1812 1n Maryland, it baing vndepe |
8tood that the United Statss of smerica is Tasponsille omly
for acts performed by its duly anthorizsd agenta acting
within the seops of their authority; 1% alao heing further
und erstood, that if it becomes kmovn to the United Sietes of |
America or to the saia Soclety of the War of 1812 in Marylana [
that the Bowio Arms Colloection or any part thereof has dasn :
atolon or removed without authority as lhereinabovs vrovided !
for, from Fort Molenry, sueh sotion legal or otherwise will be
taken by the United States of Amorion to effect its raturn, with
or without punitive neasures; if such action would not result in
unreasonable gost being ineurred to do go. |

If and when a desd or bill of sale of the above nature is
exeouted and forwarded to you, it will be Aecompanisd by a rasolution
passed by our Board of Managers authorizing the execution thereof,

Please advise whether it will be agresable to your Sérvioo |

for the Seciaty of the War of 1812 in Marylagd by proceed in the manmer |

hereinasbovs outlined, :
Very truly yours,

President, s



PRESIDENT
JAMES E. HANCOCK
B21 W. LOMBARD BT.

BECRETARY
WM. H. PITCHER, Jr.
2 W. LOMBARD sT.

«NF BALTIMORE, Mp, Jan.261th,1950

1812 in Maryland with full and ajsolute title to said col-
lection; /

Provided, however, that/in the event the said collection
or a portion thersof, is stolgh, or without authority of the
United States removed, from sgid Port licHenry, such removal
shall not cause title to the/fsaid Collection to reinvest in
the Soeiety of the War of 1§12 in Marylend, it being undsr-
g of America is responsibls only
for acts performed by its July amthorized agents acting
within the scope of their gAuthority; it also being further
und erstood, that if it begomes known to the Unitsd States of
America or to the said Sgeiety of the War of 1812 in Maryland
that the Bowie Arms Collpction or any part thereof has been
stolen or removed withoyt authority as hersinabove provided
for, from Fort McHenry,Weesss sction legal or otherwice Wikl Dbe
taken by the United States of Amerieca to effect its return, with
or without punitive measures; if such action would not result in
unreasonable cost being ineurred to do so.

Ifiend when a desd or bill of sale of the above nature is
executed and fdrwarded to you, it will be accompanied by a resolution
passed by our Board of Managers authorizing the execution theraof,

Please advise whether it will be agresable to your Service
for the Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland to proceed in the manner
hereinabove outlined.,

Very truly yours,

President,



» however

& portion thereof, ig stolen, or without authority of the United
States removed, from said Fort McHenry, such removal shall not
Gause title to the said Collection to reinvest in the Soclety of
the War of 1812 in Maryland, it being understood that the United
States of America 1s Tesponsible only for acts performed by its
duly authorized agents acting within the scope of their authority;
it also being further understood, that if 1t becomes nown o the
:am States of America or to the said Soelety of the War of 1812

resul unreasonable cost being to do so.
Ifudvhuu.doodcr'ml of sale of the above nature is executed
mr«mum it will be ed by a resolution Passed by our

Please advise whether 1t will be agreeable to your Service for the
Society of the War of 1812 in Marylend to proceed in the manner hereinabdove
outlined.

Very truly yours,
Pﬂ'i‘.ﬂ'»

P. 8. I have discussed this matter with Attorney Donald X. Lee, of your
Service, who hag suggested some of the above provisions to me.



Feb, 7ih,105¢

iirs Domeld 3, Lee, _
Legal Dept, Netional Park Servige,
Department of the Interior,
mﬁiﬂﬂﬂn. D. Cl

Deer lire 106w

Wher in yonr of fise Thuraday, January 26%h, lr, darton
said that in anticipation of our orfer of the Bowie Firearms
ollsation being agoepted, he was working on & bill of sale for
ane.

Last Friday, I veceived an aclknowled t Lfrom My,
darmorer dated Jumuary 29%h, in whioh he aui &hat the Seclety of

the War of 1812 in 1 land should semd such desd or bill of gale
for approvals I haye on this up with my committes and Mr. John

Ls Sanford ay ted that it might feollitute mattors if such daad
of sale according to you: mm be furnished for our considerations
Inasmich ap I would 1 ] metter to be fully reperted ot the next
board mesting, I would ask you to consmult v, Barton 90 that smeh
nemorandn gan be forwarded without delay,

Very tmiy yours,

President,



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

ADDRESS ONLY
THE DIRECTOR. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

February 9, 1938.

Mr, James E, Hancock,
President, Society of the War
of 1812 in Maryland,
521 W, Lombard Street,
Baltimore, Maryland.

Dear Mr, Hancock:

Reference is made to your letter of February 7, requesting that
a proper bill of sale be drawn by this Service for the use of your
Society in transferring the Bowie Arms Collection to the United States.

There are enclosed three copies of the draft of bill of sale which
you requested. In drafting it, we were obliged to make several assump-
tions regarding the corporate status of the Society and the proper offi-
cers to execute and acknowledge the instrument. You may make such
changes as may be necessary in case our assumptions are incorrect. It
was understood that you would prefer to receive a form at once rather
than wait to ascertain all points involved.

When the instrument is executed, please return two executed copiles
to this Service. One of the coples will be returned to you with the
official notation attached, showing acceptance by the United States.
Please attach to each copy of the bill of sale an original or authenti-
cated copy of the resolution authorizing it to be executed.

Sincerely yours,

Armo B.,—€ammerer,
Director.

Enclosure 1610329




—

Baltimore, Md, Teb, 16th, 1938

Whersas = 4he Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland did proeure,
lMay 28th, 1934, the gift of = collection of Firearms from the heirs of t
the lats 5, bBerkley sowise and dia deposit this same ag a rermanent |
exhibit in the Museum st ¥ort MeHenry, Baltimore, md,

And Whereas = the United States of smerica desires to obtain the
title to the said Bowie Firsarms Collsction subjeect to the 3tipulations
and qualifications to be contained in an agrssment or gqualified Bill of
Sale as hereinafter set £2rth,

Thersfor be it rssolved - That the Soeiety of the Wer of 1812 in
Maryland agrees to vest title in the United States of Amerieca to the
aforesaid Bowis Rirearnms Collection, subjsct however to the following
conditions,

le That the United States of Ameriecs will meintain in good con-
dition, and display the Bowis Arms Colleotion in toto at Port
loHenry, unless ths Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland approves,
und er written authorization, the display and maintenange of only s
portion of the gaig collection, in which svent the portion of the
collegtion to be displayed ana maintainad by the United Statas of
America shall be dsscribed in the written authorization of the
Jocis tya

¢ That the said United States of Americs will mark thig display
of the Bowie Arms Collestion to show that it was = gift of the
Society of the War of 1812 in Marylaml as follows:"Tha B, Berkley
Bowie Collscotion of FPirearms, presentsed to Fert MeHenry by the
Socigty of ths War of 1812 in laryland”, and 'in a way that is
mutually agreeable to the Sockety of the War of 1812 in Marylana
and to ths National Park Service; and furthermors that such marke-
ing or markings will be permanent 1y maintainead by the National
Park Service in comnsction with the display of said collection,

Se That the United States Shall not remove the said Bowie Arme
Collection, or any portion thereof, from the said Fort lloHenry,
without written authorization of the Society of the War of 181>

in Maryland, In the event of any unauthorized removal of the said
colleetion in toto or in part, the United 3tates of Ameriea shall
forthwi th Surrender possession of the said Bowie Arms Gollection to
the said Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland, and shall thersby
reinvest the Society of the War of 1812 in Maryland with fuill and
absolute title to said collection; Provided, however, that in the
event the said collection or a rortion thersof is stolen, or without
authority of the Bnited States removed, from said Fort MecHenry, such
removal shall not cause titie to the said Collection 1o reinvest in
the Sogisty of the War of 18612 in Maryland, it being und erstood that
the United States of Ameries is responsible only for acts performed
by its duly authorized agents acting within the seope of their
anthority; it also being further understood, that if it becomes
known to the United States of Ameries or to the said Society of the
War of 1812 in Maryland that the Bowie Arms Collection or any part
thereof has been stolen or removed without suthority as herainabove

provided for, from Port Mopenry, the Sesretary of the Interior will



Fob, 81st.n§.

Mre As By Cammerer mmtor,
Hational Park Serx

Department of the Inuﬂn-.
'W' D' °l

Dear Siri=

Refering to your letter of February 9th, with its
enclosures, I am including in this two attested copies of Bill
of s.u for the Bowie ooﬁuum of Fircarms that is at rm

with attached u,uo of resolutions that wers
by tho émow of the War of 1812 in Maryland, on PSLIUATY uth.
.

Unfortunately, some one has mislaid the seal of
the Soeiety and rather M walt any longer for it, I am
improvising a seal, for the purposs,

Hoping that this is satisfactory, I am,

Very truly yours,




Fol, mz.up.

lire ie By Caumorer, Director,
Hational Park =2 00,
Depurtnent of the Ingterior,
Washington, D. 0.

Dear Siri=

Refering to your lotter of Pebruary 91th, with its

enoloaurss, I an ingluding in this two attosted gopldc ol Dill
of Saie for the Bowie Colleation of Firsamma thaei at vort
with attachod cgopies of resolutions that wers pasced

1£m§mm¢tmmcuusnmnm.mmnmm
.

Unfortusately, some oue has miglald the soal of
the Socdety and rather than wailt any lengexr for it, I am
improvising & seal, for m PRITOSG,

Noping that this L8 satisfsatery, I an,

Very truly yours,



Signad.

i
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COLL &-c‘rzaf\/

UNITED
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIOMNAL PARY
WASHINGTON pobruary 265, 1988,

Kr. James K. Haneoek,
President, Soeiety of the War
of 1812 ia .
621 ¥. Loabard Street,
Baltimore, Maryland.

Dear Mr. Hanooek:

This Serviee has resceived two eoples of a bill of sale executed
February 31, 1938, by the Soetlety of the War of 1812 ia Maryland,
Sransferring t0 the United States the Bowie Arms Colleotion, mow lo-
Sated at Fort Molenry National Pask, together with copies of a resole~
tion adopted by the Society Pedruary 185, authoriging the Presidemt and
Sesretary to exseute the inetyument on behalf of the Seciety. I take
Pleasure in scoepting on debalf of the Enited States he property tramne-
ferred, subject to the conditions expressed im the 1l of sals.

One copy of the exesuted M1l of sale is returned herewith,
Sincerely yours,

merer
Arne B. Cammerer,
Pireotoer.
Enclésure 1510348
2C: pt., Fort McHenry Nat'l Park - wit) copy of bill of sale

Supt., Statue of Liberty Nat'l Monurent
Allen 3, Bowie, ¢/o Baltimore and Ohio R. R., Baltimore, Md,
Regional Director, Region 1 - wi‘h cory of bill of sale
Or. Bryant
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The Locliety of ths .ax of 1812 in Marylsnc, a op.rpmtiu organ-
jzed and axisting under the laws of the State of Haryland, im conal der-
ation of the aeceptance and public dimplsy of the Bowie .xms Collectiom
st "ort MeHeory Mationsl “ark, does hareby bargein and sell %o the mu-—_
od Ftmtes of ‘merice, the following proparty:

The Bowle arms Collection, somsisting of entique Tirearss,
pow loested st Tort Mollsury Netional Park,

Sub jeet to the following express conditicus:

1., Thst tue United Stutas of imorics will maminteian in
good condition, wad diasplay the Bowle - yms Colleotion in toto,
at Yort MoHenry, unless the Soclety of the Sur of 1818 im
Maryland approves, uader written authorisatvion, the display
and nsintenance of oaly a portion of the ssid collection, in
whleh ovent the portion of the gollecticn %o be displayed and
paintained by the United Ftates of smerics shall be deseribed
in the written suthorisation of She Soolaty.

2., That the sald United Itates of Aserica will mark Shis
upwermunomcounsmwmunnm-
anortu-s«utyermmormsuwuma
-mx.wmmnmorrm. pressated t0
rmmmwmmwormmxunumw,

(=3

e lm. B





