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T&i’sqfttmoru Clipper and the Story of un 0ld Baltimore Shipbuilder,
i .

Jamese H. Hancock

e

"Bhould you aek me whence these stories
#Whence these legende and truditiong -
I should answer, I should tell you =

I repeat them ag I heard them,"

This abetract from the prologue to Hiawatha fittinely exprerses the
purpoge of this paper to record certain duta, including the recollection
of thinge that were told to me by retired cea captaine who knew the marie-
time truditions of old Baltimore and who had sailed Baltimore Zlinpers
and Clipper shipe from poluar egeu to polar sea and to the antipodes.

The estory of boats runs buck to the time when primitive men first
found thut they could trunsport themsalves'by wateg,uhd thommefoneed that they
could muke uee of poles and puddles to help nauvigate their cruvde floates
Later they found that they could muke use of the force of the winde to help
them on their journeys and that this happened at an early period is evie
denced by the eculptored remzins on the tombe of ancient Eeypt, of boate
equipped with a simple rectangular suil of papyrus or cloth thut was suse
pended from & pole. The eurly Phoenicians probably leurned of the eail
from the Egyptiane, and from them in turn, ite use wue observed by the

Greeks and the Romans as they emerged from barbarieme These early peoples
the

along the 'editerraneun were,traders of antiquity and their naviesss]l Pro=

0o mebitine mpo, | .
gress and-ebrensth were founded on their commerce. Their cargo hoate were
built broad and deep in provortion to their length, and these clumsy tubs
were propelled by oure and captained by their merchant owners who gradually
found oué that they could get some forece from the wind when it wae abeam,

. YT

by tiltine the eaile’ apnd-we see by their early art that théz call was

apeuming a rhomboidal shupe bhecause it could be handled more eagily by their



Ze
emall erewe than the square suil;‘Eventually thie becume the lateen rig of
the Moditsrranean,bq@f#ﬁen commercial wurs broke out between the Greeke and
the Phoenicians and (luter between the Romane and the Carthagenians, these
nationgs began to build fighting boats or galléye that were narrower than
their trading boate, =o that they could be maneuvered more gepeedily by the
rowerss C)}/, /2 e Yty M&m&‘?‘/tﬁg ovin.. 04 vy U Llle bl

- thece galleys had huge iron prowe and

cuatollated bowg and sterns, from which the soldiere fought while the rowers
were bankod in tiers, four and five deep, amidship; buib-a.ﬁome extended 1EE>//

(EEEEEi?ns along tﬁgngiiuntic her merchante,who colonized Brituin and elee-
where, goon tbu;; that theee galleye were unsafe on the high seas and that
the square sail was better than the lateen rig for ocean work. Congequently
their trﬁ;$a§ veesels were built of broader beam with the high forecastle
and stern of the galley and this type wae used by the Vikings «nd othere
along the stluntio fdr the thousand or more yeurs that followed,

ahout the mi dle, of the Eth oontury. attila invaded Italy and esome

Whuttas Melin gﬁ;: Dbt OLéa
poovle along tho ooust w t to theé ialanda in the Adwiutie to escape the

o ravagee of the Huns, Here they built boate and began to pick up the old
|

Roman trade th the East, andE acquiring groat waalth they built the Sty
{fr Venice, A‘Nhen %;;;memerginp ﬁn the Dark f:ee, m d Venice and
Genoa in commerecial rivalry in the Hediterranean,.*!téin 1453”\thé~;urka
took Conetuntinonle and broke up the caravan routes from China and Indis

uvon which these cities depended and their influence dwindled, but not be-
fore Genoa hud developed a vessel that could be propelled by sails ualone,
J"}n 1466, the rortugese rounded the Cupe of Good Hope und in 1492, Columbusg
di scovered america, each hoping to establish a new route to the Hast, so
that they could supply the materials with which the better classes in
#eetern Hurope had become accustomed.
Bow that ships could be propelled by suils there wag no longer any

v b e
need for rowers, and their high walled eides were cut down amidship, leaving
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the high forecastle and stern ocustle as & protection agalnst the waves and
for the emplacement of the cannon that had come into use. This « the Cara-
vel - wug the type of ship that waeg in common use by the EHuropeans during
the 16th and 17th centuries and in such square sailed, broad bowed, rounded
bottom shipe the early colonists came to Amerioa:’¢f
But up along the North Sea the Dutch were developing & triangu ar euil

vy N i Dfgad ak!{ L
that was different from the lateen rig of the llediterranean and the mer-
"
chants of the Netherlande found these well adapted for their small vessels

on the rivere and canale that threaded the land. For open sea work, however,

they etill held to the big bellied gquare sailed shipe 1 ke the Hal f loonm
Lt Mol & Yhtloat = e i
in which Fenry Hudeon explqred the American Coasﬁdc Knowing the ntility of
the fore and aft riggers to which they were accustomed, the Dutch settlers
at New Amsterdam,_1q£1614, built a 1ittle sloop of 16 tons for trading with
the Indians,;E:Eu;; é;plor;btha New Hngland Coast and the Delaware Bay}ébf
later this little vessel was loaded with furs and sailed across the broad
atlantie to Holland,nnnddhlthough the Dutéh were dispossessed of their col-
onies in what is now New York, liew Jersey and Delaware in 1664, their in-
fluence lingered until the colonists in New England-and on the Chesupesake
had édopted the sloop 'ae & superior boat for their waters, In 1713 the
first echooner was launched at Gloucester, llasgs,, and this direct evoluiion

fre» the single masted gloop was brought sbout by moving the foremast

P

tnrthpr up into the bow when the hull wae lengthened and’%he boom H-Bfé;;}
'%ond:g,to take care of the jibsail, The hull, however, still remained i
bluff bowed and etiff kneed and was heavily timbered so that the vessel
could buffet the waves and ride out the gales while the men were fiehing
on the bankes. qignpwjl(t$titmﬁm

Thesneeds ﬁlong the Chesapoake were di fferent., The prevailing windse
on thie inland sea were more equable and gales were celdom cevere. lNor wase

life in Maryland as vigoroue as it wae in New England and the plantere who
had eettled along the rivere thut flowed into the bay led more leisurely
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lives. The rivers and creeks were more agreeable thoroughfares than the
rutty and muddy roads that ran back of the waterwaye, and the planters used
boats for social purposes as well as to carry their tobacco and grain to
certain wharves where the ocean going vessels lay., Almoet every plantation
of any size had its bluckemith and ite carpenter and, with plenty of labor,
the planters along the rivers built their sloops ae fancy dictated. Many of
tﬁoae craft, it is true, were emall open hoats, but the men along the Chesa-
peake were hoat conscious and they built into them their own conceits, and
when they found that & emall sail boat with certain features was faster than
their neighbors, they would build thert detuile into a decked 45 or 5O footer

Naturally, too, some men proved more adept than others and fitted up small
yarde on ther?iny coves ugd orz:fﬁﬁgﬁﬁf rﬁﬁ;;nFo fheﬁﬁ,Eiﬁﬁrﬂp,““**""mU3t
net—forget that the reputation of the Baltimore Clipper in the opening year
of the ﬂar,ot-lala wag largely made by £0 foot ceraft, armed with one or two
gune amidship, Not needing vessels that had to buffet high waveg, the
lighter hulle of the Chesapeake gradually took on more craceful linee, whoee
bows cut through the water ineteaud of plowing it, and during the middle of
the latgvgfgzgz{h:when Englan@ wae contending with Frunce and Spain on the
ocean, thewe men found thaut they could send these gloope to the Weet Indies
with foodetuffs and materials that the isglanders could not obtain from their
mother countries,

/ QYA'-‘:{’ £
(?1nber and iron were the two essential ¢ that-weresneeded for ghipbuild-
,( |

ing aema ‘hirferinz from almoet every other port along the coast at that time
( Baltimore had a competence ofr?aah Foreste grew on every hill around-the

e e acp—————

townhann&theromwaa iron at. harﬁnnngagasea- while cotton for eaile could be

gotten in trade with the Weet Indies. When the Revolutionary 7ar broke out
and Congreses needed ships, the first veesels for the continental navy were

not only equipped and menned in Baltimore but before the end of 1776 lary-

land had a State Navy of ite own composed of twenty five veseels, each

earrying from 20 to 30 cannon. On March 23rd 1776, Congress also authorized
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the uee of privateers and during that war Baltimore sent out about Z2EQ
private armed vessels which captured guns, ammunition &nd other supplies
that helped to keep our army in the field, These Chesapeake Bay craft were
often referred to in our local maritime history ae of pilot boat construct-
ion aan?Lidently made an impreession on the officers who served with the
French fleet during the seige of Yorktowq,because the sailing ability of
the Bateau D' Amerique, ag they called our aloopg)waa favorably compared in
& French nuval report of 1783, with that of the English Revenue Cutters,
which kept inside the English and the Irish Channels while our sloope sailed
the high ses, Praaten.

For eseveral years after our revolutionary war, thexpeoplo were fairly

progperous, but as we began to get back to fundamentale, 14-:’ found that weﬂ'“‘;

had not won the independence that ﬁ]wantad. In—o@f/—ihammm

France—we hat-practicallj-guarenteed-—-her-con ,..éay
the Treaty of Peace of 17683, we were no longer & part of Great Britain and

our trade was confined to our own oountrylL’Our Continental currancy was
worthlese‘alcﬂﬁb had no money for foreign exchange except the Spanish dollarg
that our merchants received in their trade with the Weet Indiee and the Gulf
Coagt and Rol 8 promium of 4000%. Then came the depression of 178F
PNy St FL»» 59 i
and our eoonomio distresa wag pitiful when Yasghington wag inaugerated Presi-
dent in 1789, The French Revolution broke out the same year and soon Eng-
land apd France were at war and neutral ehipping wag swept from the 8 '
B ) T Jrrdetfl Ban i Do, Compit. o Srttdants ,;waa‘*-

Domanda for our products began to come in from the Weet Indies, but England

placed all food supplies to French porte on the contraband list and our

ehipping wae held up and confiscated and our sailore were forced i .ﬂt
HCM*“-‘- ¥ Efepnpt BA‘P
British navy. In thie.seetion, sentiment was strongly with France and
ettt Yyyvielo

Ba 1more merchante took the chances with their'Chea&poake—ang-eloops, Whieeh

?l ol

were the immedigte predecessors of the faumous Baltimore Clippers. The
qnéicaa_ »
origin of thisc

is commonly attributed by those who do not

know the maritime history of Baltimore, to the presumed vieit of French
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luggers to this port; but personally I do not believe that a single one of
them came to Baltimore during our post revolutionary period, amft my tradi-
tion of thie French influence on the evolution of the Baltimore Clipper is
as follows:

Joseph Despeaux wus born at Barbas, on the shorees of the Garonne,
above Bordeaux, in 1768, and after serving as a volunteer officer of marine
in the French fleet he became & partner in 1764 of a Jean David, who oper-
ated a ship yard at Cap Francais, San Domingo. When Daviad died, in 1787,
Jgeeph Despeaux purchased the remaining intereet in what wae practically
the repair station of the French fleet in American waters. Cap ﬁ%;;éé}jﬁ
wre—ealled-the-Parie-of-ameriva al Mhen the blacks took Ahat—beautiful
@%y during thanovolution and began to massacre the whites, »
eph Deepeaux, with his wife and two infant sone snd nine slaves - & men
and 1 women - put out to sea in the yurd boat, where they were picked up

T M
gli sh Brig - W fiana in Philadelphia July 9th 1793, 7
wh o

coungel wi th Stephen uirardl whom he had known ag a boy on the bank
e

of the Garonne, and beeauso khere & law againet slavery in Philadelphi/,/

A “0&4 a I - e
Girerd advisged hidm to go to Baltimore, keep hig party to-

gether until they could return to Cap Francais, where Despeaux had left four
shipe on the ways, besidee other valuable property. Tortunately Despeaux
had been able to bring over considerable gold coin in his money belt and as
" Spianish Dollarse were practically the only money in the United Statee
that had any value, he was able to buy water front property at the foot of
Philpot St. wheme—he established & ship yard., Thie yard fronted one hundred
and eighty feet on FPhilpot St. and had over BO0 feet of platform and wharf-
way and as his men slaveis WeT® all shipwrights he was soon at work building
vessels. .Bging & Frenchman there ies no doubt that he was influenced by the
policies of Minister Genet and I find among hie papere a letter from Lt.
Samuel Grove, executive officer of the H.M.S. Roebuck dated December 20th,

1794 , advieing him that the Sans Culotte had been captured by the Zebra
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and was being sent to England and that Jacques Brun, the prizemaster of
thie French FPrivateer Rﬁ&tthﬁkﬂafyagiad 0 'his wounds, Tradition has it
that the Sans Culottﬁfras a!terwarda used as a model by the British for
building faster schooners for their own navy,
Familiar with thesdsteen-wimumnd the raking maste of the Mediterranean,
P e bl s R B e o =i O IO
ing smuggler-types.-of the. West Indtes, .the emergencies of his

native country in its war with England, Despeaux fitted his ideas to the

improved hull work that wae being developed by the ehip builders of Balti-
more in their pilot boat construction; and adapting the one to the other,

he began to build blockade runners to French porte and to the ielands,

Other builders copied his ideas, until about 1800, the ghipping of Baltimore
began to take on new lines and these vessels became the ses hornets that
etung British Commerce so viciously during the War of 1812, dmong others,
Degpeaux built and operauted the schooners "Joseph" "The Fre%aeon" and the

Py
"Panama" and the brigs "Francee Ursula" and the "Mary Ann" and his books

ghow that tho“ﬂasp'hnd gha“HornetUand & number of the blue a;: of the white
squadron of Berney's fleet, were either built, repaired or equipped in his
yard, I was-eleo—told—that the "Hary inn" which left Havre at the-outbrake
wathaﬁnaxeaou}&~n01~go%wpmwthﬁhowblook&tumwf"thu“ehan&peaksmandmpggm;g}g
Charleston; from whenoe ehe eailed as a privateer-and -ie accredited to that
City insteud of Baltirore,

In 1810 Despesux built the ship "Alexander" which made several success-
ful ‘'voyages to France under the command of Captain Wilson Jacobs, who after=-
wards commanded the famous privateer Kemp out of Baltimore. On May 23rd,
1812, the Alexander left Bordeaux for her return voyage but was chased by
the British and had to put into Boston. On June 18th, 1812, the United
States declared war on Great Britain, and on August 4th the cargo of the
Aiozander wag auctioned at the Long Room, India Wharf, Boeton, and the

Alexander was advertised for sale as follows: "The said Ship dlexander,
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with all of her appurtenances, as she caume from sea - 103 feet long on deck,
26% feet beam, about 309 tons burthen, well caleulated for & Privateer or é
Letter of llarque, built in Baltimore twenty two monthe since and ie preesumed
will sail equal to any veesel out of the United States - coppered and copper
fagtened and armed with Guns, Blunderbusses, Pistole, Boarding Pikes, ete."
Other arrangements were made, howeverk;%33'8alem parties took a 4/6 interest
while Despeaux retained a 1/5 interestr'and thie ship which had been prev=
iously ineured for {20000, brought $43428,5F net., The terms for her -
privateering was one half to the ownere and one half to the crew and on
October 3rd, the Alexander was reregistered at Salem and sailed under the
command of Captain Benjamin Crowninshield, and I have the record of &4
dividend for §8600 that was paid to Despeaux as his portion of the capture
of the Brig Edward, 6 guns, lsden-wibhe@-eonio=fIBu=Srezdl, which was sent
into Salem. The Alexander carried an armament of 18 gune and was manned by
a2 crew of one hundred and twenty and probably her most interesting exploit
wae the capture in the English Channel of the "Invineible Napoleon" a
privateer that had been previously captured by the British from the French.
This vessel was sent to America and was recaptured by two British Frigates
off Cape Ann ae she was trying to get into Portland and in turn she was re-
taken from the British prize crew at gea by thesVoume—Peswer - a New York
Privateer., 4nother prize thalcmas=soni-inbo~pord was & sixteen ton bdrig
loaded with dry goods and gun powder.

“on hef i;st E;ﬁiae {£§ Alexander captured 7 pr;gggm&nd then on May 20th
‘1815, she wag chaged ashore in Welle Bay by two Britieh men of war - the
Rattler and the Bream, who recaptured ov ;Lﬁzyundred prisoners that the
Alexander had taken, The Alexander wasf€efloated by the Britigh and sent
into Hali fax ﬁlf'x am gure that if her crew had not been depleted by tho'_
withdrawale that were needed to send her prizes into port, that she would

have eecaped the enemy and continued her interesting career,

Unfortunately the ilexander ie credited in Navy Annale to Salem be-
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caupe ghe sailed as a privateer from that port, but ghe wae built in Balti-

more, &nd I am sorry to say that her model that used to hang above the door

in the Seaman's Bethel when I was & boy, has disappeured. Ae I remember

it, ehe had the Baltimore Schooner lines of %i‘?; e:ﬁo%\_g&ﬂ:%tzliiawm
and I was often taken to look &t her by those o0ld sea captains whg\tcld me & e
that she was the first Clipper 8hip that was ever built, Despeaux aleo

built the "Father and Son" a sister ship along the lines of the Alexander,

but she wae driven ashore by a gale at Havre - December 1llth, 1816, and wae

& total loss.

Other records reveal the faot that the frigate L'Poursivante, idmiral
Willaumez, upon which Jerome Bonaparte served as Lieutenant while courting
‘Betsy Patterson, and also the French frigate which loaned the 36 inch guns
that kept the British fleet at & respectable distance during the bombard-
ment of Fort lMcHenry, were both docked at Despeaux's Wharf; and that Joseph
Despeaux with hig sone John and Zlie served in-the marine artillery that
manned theee guns in the water battery of the fort. In iBOS,'after Napolean
had assented to the independence of San Domingo, Joseph Desgpeaux became a
naturalized citizen of the United States, but he evidently kept contact with
his relatives abroad, because arvther interesting souvenir is a copy of the
"Almanach de La Cour de France! fo ;S .ﬁrhich contains the names of the

eivil and military dignitariee ineluding that of &« couein, Baron Despeaux,

the Commanding General of the :bth Division with heszdquartere at Perigneux,
Jogeph Daspeaux'é death in 1820 was followed by that of his eon John in
1626 and although the business was continued by Joseph's widow, ite real
genius wae gone, and after her death, in 1836, the yard was sold and booéms
known as "Abram's Sorew Doock"” and, as such, it turned out a larger number of
the best reputed Clipper Ships than any other yard in Baltimore for the
China and the California trade.

When the War of 1612 began, Britain boaeted & navy of 1060 men-of-war,

while the little navy of the United Stautes had seven frigates and about 10

8loop of war, most of which were laid up for repairs, Baltimore merchunts



r immediately began to send out their Clippers under lettere of marque and
thie city ie ecredited with eupplying about 30% of the privateers against the
British during that war; and when one knows of the great demand for Balti- ?“A'
more Clippers in other American porte, we have reasons to believe that thite
poroontagoqggimuch larger for the service.

During the Revolution and the War of 1812, baltimore wag callied a nest
of pirates by the British, for doing the same thin thatl#i;q:. hé.d done m

pirates by » ’ g g

against every nation in durope with which they had been at ware In—feet-it
0 buring the French

w )_ : h
and Indian wars tho*poloniata had supplemented the British navy with some

400 privateers, manned by 10000 men and these ships had kept the French and

3 igh nav the defensive e Weat-Indies guqrdin their own mer-
% bt - TVvha = %«m?_"r Pl "'\-‘k 1;:_, _‘“.&‘:%, A

ehantmeﬁk In fact privateering was econsidered a natural auxiliary in
offensive marine warfare at that time and bore about the same relation to the
organized navy as did the volunteer companies that supplemented the army in
times of invasion. In accepting their commissions, the privateers took the
obligation to obey the rules of warfare between nations, while tho;qrvo -
ment ﬁazglf often participated in the prize money that was taken, ' Aggzzﬁaxﬂ

h%bzgzgwoan'find, the Continental lavy was oomposod'of 31 vessels in 1777 and
when the revolutionary war ended there were only 7 government vessels in
commisaion, while the number of privatesrs had increased from 136 to 449,
within the same periods In Baltimore the commissions for these privateers
wag firast given by the loecal Committee of Jafety, but later the State of
Meryland established a Court of Admiralty which issued commissions to 248
privatesrsmen bvetween April 1777 and March 1783, If these fipures are
correct Baltimore must have supplied about 1/2 of the privateers during the
Revolution and when one thinks that the American privateers took more
prisoners during that war than the British surrendered at Saratoga and
Yorktown ogombined, their influence during the war was considerable.

In 1785 = Benjemin Franklin proposed that "The United States of America,

though better situated than any suropean nation to make profit by rrivateer-
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that insurance cannot be effected but at an excessive premium, and that a

horde of American cruisers should be allowed, unheeded, unresisted and une
molested to take, burn or sink our own vessels in our own inlets and almost
in sight of our own harbors."
Beginning as a sloop rigged pilot boat, the typleal Baltimore Clipper

M: two masted sehooner, with a square topsail on her foremast, although
some of them were rigged as brigs and brigantines, and during the War of 1812
these craft .wara gonoerally supplied with long oars or sweeps for the erew to
maneuver them quickly when in a dlfficult position. Before the War was over,
however, some of these Clippers carried double topsails to inerease their
speed in light weather and to help them escape when too closely chased. The
great deadrice of their lean, easy lined hulls, sharp in the bow and deep
aft, but broad beamed above the waterline forward of the centre, with their
light and long raking masts which permitted them to carry a large asrea of
canvans, without drifting to the leeward, Close hauled they were splendid
sailers within 40° or 45° of the wind and thid’ ability to—seti-eiese—te=the.

S A RDRTEN
MJ‘

wdad gained thom & reputation‘for ape that did more than anything else to

roform the century old sterotyped mlwixrgs’gua?ﬂua throughout the world:
Prebabiy—£5—or-moere Baltimore Clippers were, Ln-the prtmtoar soﬂho o:—thz LL},
South imerican War for Independence and captain‘ Thomas Boyle, Joseph Stafford,
James Cunningham and mesy othors who had served out ocr Balt:lmore during the

L ok P—Ww
War of 1812 !onght v

but thoi low reeboard TidieQr1 8 vory wot shiyp/ and-thoy-—tivon Lecame
dangerous plungors. e D) o1 edbeng

I also have the record of the Ferrata that was outfitted at Jackson's
Wharf in 1827 and which I believe was the first 5 mested schooner to be
built im the world. And then came the day of the Clipper Ship which was

“biean adapting the Clipper hull to the square rig and these

Clipper Ships soon inereased the mumber of their masts to 4 and more. But



I have always felt that the Baltimore Olipper , with its fore and aft rig
did more to establish the commercial prestige of this eity than did the
Clipper Ships At any rate the Baltimore Clippers were one of the chief
instruments that won our War of 1812 and after that war they were soon found
trading on every sea, and Baltimore models were in great demand, even in
duropes Largely through their influence, Baltimore became the third eity of
commercial importance in imerica and one of the incentives for building the
Baltimore and Ohio Reilroad was to provide an outlet to the Weat for the
cargoes that they brought back to this port.

With most people, a ship is almost anything that floats, but nautieally
it is a square rigged vessel, and while the Clipper Ship was larger ¢ the

prehaliot o o

Cleu. 614
Baltimore Clipper, their hulls s$ill -held—the-dendrise-ani-tower Lree

Pt gt A B . 1891

of the Baltimore Clipper with its raking stem and masts, Clippér Ships with
their inereased tonnage played a great part in opening up California before
the railroads reached across the continent; but other cities had copied our
models and lured away our shipwrights and even before iron and steam had
comé into great vogue the shipbuilding business had largely gone to liew
Bnglande Steam has now almost driven the sailing ships from the oscean but
to the oredit of this fair Gity the glory of these graceful creations which
were known around the world by the distinetive name of Baltimore Clippers
8till lingers in the minds of those who love the romance of the sea,



The privateey Alexandey, Captain Benjamin Cpowninshjeld, was a
apland‘:ld 18=gun ship with a complement of one hundred andm men.

She was chased ashore liay 19, 1813, by the rattler and Bpeam. Ppeviously
she had taken severs8l pyizes, one of them the brig Edwayd, mounting
eight guns, fyom Bpazil fo» London, with one hundned and eighty bales of
cotton. This prize was sent into Salem, The Alexande, 2lso seized a
brig of sixteen guns, laden with drygoods and gunpowdems, and a schooney,
the lattey being released aftey the valuable portions of hey caprgo had
been taken out, When chased by the Rattler and Bream, the Alexande,» was
80 hard Pressed that only twenty of hey eyew were able to get ashope; most
of her othey men, howevey, had becn detailed to man the seven Prizes the
Privateey had taken, so that the numbey 0f prisoners was not so large as
might have been supposedi. fThe Alexande, had ovey one hundred prisoneys,
who were recaptured. The dnglish menaged to float the Privateey off and
capried hep into Halifax, :
The career of one of the Alexandep's pyizes is especially note=
wopthy. This was the Fyench privatee, Invinecible Napoleon, a vessel
mounting sixteen guns. She had been taken fpom the Fyrench by a Beitish
sloop of wap. The Alexandey fell in with the Invineible Napoleon, undey
hey new masters, in the sdnglish Channel, and captured hey afteyr a ha.,d
struggle and sent hey into Cape Ann. On the night of May 16, 1813, while
lying at hey anchorage in this place, the Invincible Napoleon was re=recap-
tured by the boats of the Bpitish fpigates Shannon and Tenedos, which had
gallantly pulled into the pont, unde, éover of night, and attacked hey.
The vessel was anchoyred too fa, fyom the fort to yreceive any assistance |
fyom the garrison, so the British succeeded in caryying hey out. But be-
fore the inglish mastews could carry this unlucky ship to a plesce of safety
8he was captured by the Ameypican Privateey Young Yeazey, and aypived at
Poptland about June 1lst. Aftey yofitting at this place, the Invincible

Napoleon put to sea for a cyuise, undey Captain P. Destepbecho, with sixteen
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| guns and sixty men. On August 16, 1814, the misnamed Invinecible Napoleon
F was captured for the fifth time by the British cyuiser Aymide, after have

ing thrown overboayrd ten of hey guns in the long chase that preceded the

capture.
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& vessel of equal carrying capscity to the average merchant ships of the

world, but much faster, Not only were they an important instrument ete.
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The Baltimore Clippers were spoken of as the most graceful objects ever
built by man and to this day, they are considered the prototypeiof our

racing yachts, the perfection of sailing vessels.
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The Baltimore Clipper and the Story of an 0ld Baltimore Shipbuilder.
By

James Z, Hancock

The story of ships runs back to the time when primitive men first
found that they could transport themselves by water, and that they could use
poles and paddles to control their crude floats. Iater they found that they
ecould make use of the forece of the wind to help them on their journeys and
that this happenad at an early period is evidenced by tée sculptored remains
on the tombs of ancient Egypt, of %éﬁﬁg equipped with a simple rectangular
sail of papyrus or cloth that was suspended from a pole. The early Phoenic~
ians probably learned of the sail from the Zgyptians, and from them in turn,
its use was obsaerved by éhe Greeks and the Romans as they emsrged from bar-
barism. These early peoples along the Mediterranean were the noted traders
of antiquity and, for cargo purposes, their boats were guite broad in pro-
portion to their length. These clumsy tubs.were propelled by sweeps or oars
and were captained by their merchant owners, who gradually found that they
could get some force from the wind when it was not directly astern, by tilt-
ing the sail; and we see by their early art that the sails wers assuming a
rhomboidal shape because they could be handled more easily by a small crew
than the square sail. ZEventually this became the lateen rig of the Mediterr-
anean, but when commercial wars broke out between the Greeks and the Phoeniec-
jans and lster between the Romans and the Carthagenians, these nations began
to build galleys that were narrower than their trading boats, so that they
ecould be maneuvered more quickly in combat, by the rowers.

When Rome was extending its dominions along the Atlantic these galleys
had castellated bows and sterns, from which the soldiers fought while the
rowers were banked in tiers, four and five deep, amidship; but her traders
who travelsd to Britain and elsewhere soon found that these galleys, with
their small draught and high superstructure were unsafe on the high seas and

that the square sail was better than the latéen rig for ocean work.
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Consequently their trading vessels, while retaining the high forecastle and
sterncastle of the galley, were built of broader beam and this type was used
by the Vikings and others along the Atlantic for the thousand or more years
that followed,

Following the breal down of the Roman EZmpire, Venice and Genoa had
succeaded to their commerce in the Mediterranean, while the Hanseatic lLeague
dominated the trade in the North. In 1453, however, the Turks took Constan-
tinople and broke up the caravan routes from the Hast upon whiech these fact-
ers depended and the influence of Venice and Genoa partieularly was diminish-
ed, but not before Genoa had developed a vessel that could be propelled by
sails alone. With the discovery of imerica and the rounding of the Cape of
Good Hope, Zuropean shipping was pushed out upon the Atlantiec and Spain and
Portugal dominated the trade of the world and as there was no longer any need
for rowers on sea going vessels,the high walled sides of ships that contained
the rowers benches had been cut down in the waist, leaving the lofty fore-
castle and sterncastle as a protection against the high waves and as an em~-
placement for the cannon that had come into use; and this type - the Caravel-
was the ship thét was commonly used by the maritime nations of Europe when
Columbus discovgw+“ ﬁugffca in his segrch for a new route to Cathay; and in
such bluff bowed ﬂrounded bottom vessels, with sguare sails the early colon-
ists crossed the ocean. topll ey

With the opening of these new trade routes to Indiac the Duteh had
largely succeeded to the trade of the Hanseatic League and when the commerce
of Spain broke down because o% its many wars, Holland took over most of her
trade wi:h—dnos&aa! 1so§“2§é Netherlands obtained its independence from
Spain, anéﬁﬁfoerdam ecgme the gregﬁggfggiifﬁiggﬂifﬁé¥8qnf t%? world. He;-qrrFAT
along the North Se%wfhe Dutch had been devaloping a triangular sail that was
different from both the lateen rig of the Mediterranean and the square sail

of the Caravel and the merchants of the Netherlands found that these sails

were well adapted for their small vessels on the rivers and canals that

threaded the land, For open sea work, however, they still held to the big
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© bellied square sailed ships like the Half Moon in whieh Henry Hudson explored

the American Coast and established a colony at New Amsterdam. Xnowing the
utility of the fore and aft riggers to which they were accustomed, these
Duteh settlers, in 1614, built a little sloop of 16 tons for trading with the
Indians. In this they explored the New dngland Coast and the Delaware Bay,
and later this little sloop was loaded with furs and sailed across the broad
Atlantie to Holland., Although the Duteh were dispossessed of their colonies
in what is now New York, New Jersey and Delaware.in 1664, their sloops had
found favor with the colonists in New #ngland and on the Chesapeake, who
adopted it as a superior veszel for their waters, In 1713 the first schooner
was launched at Gloucester, lMass., and this direet evolution from the single
masted sloop was brought about by moving the foremast further up into the

bow when the hull was lengthened and extending the boom to take éare of the
Jibsail., The hull, however, still remained bluff bowed and stiff kneed and
was heavily timbered so that the vessel could buffet the waves and ride out
the gales while the men were fishing on the banks,

Along the Chesapeake however, the needs were different, Here was an
inland sea with tidé water tributaries, whose shore line was nearly 3000
miles long. The prevailing winds were not only more equable, but life in
Maryland was not as vigorous as it was in New England and the planters who
had settled along the bay front and on the rivers that flowed into the Chesa-
peake led more leisurely lives. They used boats for social purposes as well
as to carry their tobacco and grain to the wharwes where the ocean going
vesgsels lay and very naturally the rivers and creeks were more agreeable
thoroughfares than the muddy and rutty roads that ran behind the waterways.
Almost every plantation of any size had its blacksmith and its carpenter and,
with plenty of labor, the planters along the rivers built their sloops as
faney dictated, Many of these craft, it is true, were small open boats, but
the men along the Chesapeaske were boat conscious and they built into them
their own conceits, and when they found that a small boat with certain feat-

ures could sail faster than their neighbors, they would build its details
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into a decked 45 or 50 footer., Naturally, soﬁe men proved more adept than
others and fitted up small yards on the many ecoves and ereeks that ran into
these rivers, and, not needing vessels that had to buffet high waves, the
lighter hulls of the Chesapeake gradually took on more graceful lines, whose
bows cut through the water instead of bucking it. Although their low free-
board made them wet ships, nevertheless, during the French and Indian wars
when fngland was fighting France and Spain on the ocean many of these Chesa-
peake Bay craft, rigged as sloops, brigs or little two masted schooners were
sent to the West Indies with foodstuffs and materials that the islanders could
not obtain from their mother countries and brought back sugar, molssses,
cotton and other supplies that our colonists needed, or for reshipment to .
Sngland. Very generally these vessels were armed with one or two guns amid=-
ship and service on these armed merchantmen was the practical school for the
large number of Baltimore privateersmen during the Revolution that followed.

Differing from almost every other port along the coast at that time
Baltimore had an abundance of timber and iron which were the two essentials
for shipbuilding; while cotton for sails could be gotten in trade with the
West Indies. When the Revolutionary War broke out and Congress needed ships,
the first vessels for the continental navy were not only egquipped and manned
in Baltimore but before the end of the first year of the war Maryland had a
State Navy of its own composed of twenty five vessels, each carrying from 20
to 30 cannon. On March 25rd 1776, Congress aleo authorized the use of priva=-

a. r}u‘_\.J,-,f FR- -~
teers and during the revelution Baltimore sent out about#ZﬁG-private armed

vessels Jﬁn captured guns, ammunition and other supplies *%tg&t"’lﬂelped to
kee;m%;: army in the field. These Chesapeake Bay craft were often referrsed
to in our local maritime history as of pilot boat construction and they
evidently madé an impression on the officers who served with fhe French fleet
during the seige of Yorktown, because the sailing ability of the Bateau D!
Amerique, as they called our sloops, was favorably compared in a French naval

report of 1783, with that of the dnglish Revenue Cutters, which kept inside

the 4nglish and Irish Channels while our sloops sailed the high seas,
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In reaction tS\the revolution, the,American people were seemingly pros-
perous for a year or so after the war and then they awoke to the reality that
they had not won that independence which had really induced them to fight.
The Treaty of Peace practically econfined the commerce of the United States
to its own territory amd in conseguence the farmers were produciné more than
the people could consume. Continental money was worthless and what ecoin the
merchants had been able to save was soon exhausted by purchases of needed
materials abroad. This brought on the depression 1785 that eulminated in
the panie of 1791, and the economic condition of the United States was piti-
ful when the rrench Revolution broke out and by 1793 Hngland and France were
again at war and furopean commerce was swept from the seas. In a short while
the United States was the only neutral left on the aitlantiec and demsnds for
foodstuffs and supplies began to ecome in from surope and the West Indies.
Then Eritain pPlaced all food supplies to Frenech ports on the contrabsnd 1ist
but Baltimore had already picked up its 0ld trade with the West Indies and
by 1800 she practically controled the commerce with the islands and the
Spanish Main. Baltimore had previcusly established the first sugar refinery
in the United States and as tobacco was a staple that Europe needed, this
city had also been favored with trade for these staples.

In those days the usual overseas merchantmen averaged 200 tons burthen
or less and the demand for @hesapeake sloops and schooners was inereased.
These vessels were the immediate predecessors of the Bsltimore Clippers
whose origin is commonly attributed by those who do not know the meritime
history of Baltimore, to the presumed visits of Fremch luggers to this port,
Personally I doubt that any of these FPrench ILuggers came to Baltimore during
our post revolutionary period, and my tradition of this Freneh influence on
the evolution of the Baltimore Clipper is as follows:

Joseph Despeaux was born at Barbas, on the shores of the Garonne, above
Bordeaux, in 1768, and after serving as a volunteer officer of merine in the

French Navy he became & partner, in 1784, of Jean David, who operated a ship

yard at Cap Francais, San Domingo. David died in 1787, and Despeaux pur-
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chased the remaining interest in what was practically the repair station of

-fha Prench fleet in western waters. When the San Domingo revolution ocecurred

‘and the blacks began to massacre the whites at Cap Francais, Joseph Despesaux,

with his wife and two infant sons and nine slaves - 8 men and 1 woman = put
out th sea in the yard boat, where they were picked up by an English Brig and
landed in Philsdelphia, July 9th 1798. ‘here being & law against slavery in
Philadelphis, Despeaux took counsel with Stephen Girard, whom he had known &s
a boy on the Banks of the Garonne, and was advised to go to Baltimore in order
to keep his party together until they could return to Cap Francais where Deg=-
pesux had left four ships on the ways, besides other valuable property. For-

tunately Despeaux carried considerable gold coin in his money belt with which

he was able to establish a ship yard at the foot of Philpot Street. This yard

fronted one hundred and eighty feet and had over 500 feet of platform and
wharfway and, as his men slaves were all shipwrights, he was soén at work
building vessels. Being a FPrenchman there is no doubt that he was influenced
by the policies of Minister Genet because I find among his papers a notice
from Lt. Samuel Grove, executive officer of the H.M.S5. Roebuck dated December
20th, 1794, advising him that the 3Sans Culotte had been captured by the Zebra

and was being sent to Gngland and that Jacques Brun, the prizemaster of this
Prencgh privateer had ,that day died of his wounds. Tradition has it that the
Sans Culotte waswby Despeaux and that she was m as a model
by the British for-buiidime-fester.vessels.for.their-omrnavye

FPamiliar with the improvements .in French naval structure Despeaux also

)
kmew the utility of raking masts, and feeling the need of his native country
A ‘
in its war with Zngland, he fltted his knowledge to the trim hull work that

-~

prevailed around Baltimore. Deepening the deadrise, both for éargo space 3
and as an extra leverage against increased sail strain, he bagan to build

blockade runners to French ports Other shipbuilders saw the advantage of
his innovatioﬁa and copﬁed his ideas, and thus the sloop rigged Chesapesake

pilot boat with its low freeboard was developed into the typical Baltimore

Clipper - a two masted schooner with close fitting sails, carrying a square







'!__!*_rud.itinn has it that the 3ans Culotte was outfitted by Des=-
wux, and as the United 3tates was on the verge of war with

e

Great Britain

S, american sympathy for Prance was very

kesn
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topsail on her foremast, Some of these craft however, were rigged as brigs

or brigantines and very generally they were supplied with long oars or sweeps

to help the ecrew to maneuver them mjﬁf;quickly when in a difficult position.
The great deadrise of their lean easy Iined hulls, broad beamed above the
water line forward of the centre but sharp in the bow and deep aft, permitted
them to carry a large area of canvas on their light and long raking masts
without drifting. Their ability to sail close to the wind made them the
swift sea hormets that stung British commerce so vieiously during the War of
1812 and before that war was over many Baltimore Clippers were carrying
double topsails to increase their speed in light weather and to help them
escape when too eclosely chased. Although at a later Eggjgd, Baltimqre
Clippers were sometimes dangerously overrigged with’;syalsigﬁas%bp ga1}55£§:3

their gemeral ability gained them a reputation for speed that did more than

anything else to reform the centuries old stereotyped lines of vessels

throughout the world.

In 1810 Despeaux built the ship "Alexander" which made sever success=
ful voyages to France under the command of Captain Wilson Jacobs, who safter-
wards commandied the famous privateer Kemp out of Baltimore., On lMay &23rd 1812
the Alexander left Bordeaux for her return voyage but was chased by the Brite
igh and had to puf into Boston. War between the United States and Great
Britain was declared on June 1l8th and on August 4th the cargo of the Alexand-
er was auctioned at the Long Room Indis Wharf and the vessel was advertised
for sale as follows: "The said ship Alexander, with all of her sppurtenances,
as she came from sea - 108 feet long on deck, 28% feet beam, about 309 tons
burthen, well calculated for a Privateer or a Letter of Marque, built in
Baltimore twenty two months since and is presumed will sail equal to any
vessel out of the United States - coppered and copper fastened and armed with
Guns, Blunderbusses, Pistols, Boarding Pikes, etc." Other arrangements were
made, however, and Salem parties took a 4/5 interest while Despeaux retained

a 1/5 interest in her, The terms for her privateering was one half to the

owners and one half to the crew and on October 3rd, the Alexander was rereg-
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istered &t Salem and sailed under the command of Captain Benjamin Crownine-
shield. The Alexander carried an armament of 18 guns and was manned by a
erew of one hundred and twenty and probably her most interesting exploit wsas
the capture in the Znglish Channel of the "Invinecible Napoleon" a French
privateer that had been previously captured by the British. The Invineible
Napoleon was manned by a prize crew and sent to America but she was recaptur-
ed by two British Prigates off Cape Ann as she was trying to make port and
she was again teken from the British at sea by an American privateer,

The Alexander captured 7 prizes on her last eruise but she was chased
ashore in Wells Bay May 20th 1813, by two British men of war - the Rattler
and the Bream = who recaptured over a hundred prisoners that the Alexander
had taken, The Alexander was afterwards refloated by the British and sent
into Halifax but I am sure that, if her crew had not been depleted by the
withdrawals that were needed to man her prizes, she would have escaped the
enemy and continued her interesting career.

Unfortunately the Alexander is credited in Navy Annals to Sglem be=-
cause she sailed as a privateer from that port, but she was built in Balti-
more, and I am sorry to say that her model that used to hang above the door
of the Seamen's Bethel when I was a boy, has disappeared. As I remember it,
ghe had the Baltimore 8chooner lines of that period but was ship rigged, and
I was often taken to look at her by o0ld sea captains who had sailed Baltimore
Clippers and Clipper Ships, and who told me that she was the first Clipper
Ship that was ever built. Despeaux also built the "Father and Son" a sister
ship of the Alexander, but she wad driven ashore by a gale at Havre - December
11th, 1816, and was a total loss.

Other records reveal the fact that the frigate L'Poursivante, Admiral
Willgumez, upon which Jerome Bonaparte served as Lieutenant while courting
Betsy Patterson, and also the French frigate whieh loaned the 42 inch guns
that kept the British fleet at a respectable distance during the bombardment
of Fort McHenry, were both docked at Despeaux's Wharf; and that Joseph Des-

peaux with his sons John and 2lie served in the marine artillery that manned
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these guns in the water battery of the fort. In 1805, after Napoleon had
agsgsented to the independence of San Domingo, Joseph Despeaux became & natur-
alized eitizen of the United States, but he evidently kept contact with his
relatives abroad, because another interesting souvenir is a copy of the
"Almanach de La Cour de France" for 1811, which contains the names of the
eivil and military dignitaries of Napoleon's Court inecluding that of & cousin
General Despeaux, the Commandant of the 20th Division with headquarters at
Perigueux, Joseph Despeaux's death in 1820 was followed by that of his son
John in 1826 and sglthough the business was continued by Joseph's widow, its
real genius was gone, and after her death, in 1835, the yard was sold and
became known as "Abram's Screw Dock" and, as such, it turned out a larger
number of the well reputed Clipper Ships than any other yard in Baltimore.

I also have the record of the Ferrata that was outfitted in 1827 and
which I was told was the first three masted schooner to be built in the
world, and then ii?ef?PgMday of the Clipper Ships which, as in the case of
the Alexander, was—developed by placing the square rig on the Clipper hull
and these Clipper Ships later increased the number of their masts to 4 and
more, While the Clipper Ships were larger than the Baltimore Clippers, their
hulls largely conformed to the lines of the €lipper and with their increased
tonnage they played an important part in apening up California before the
railroads reached across the continent,

But it was the Baltimore Clipper with its fore and aft rig on raking
masts and stem that established the commercial prestige of Baltimore., UKot
only were they an important instrument that helped to win the War of 1812,
but soon after the war was over they were found trading on every sea, Largely
through their influence, Baltimore became the third city of commercial im-
portance in America and one of the incentives for building the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad was to provide an outlet to the West for the cargoes that they
brought back to this port. Models of Baltimore Clippers were in great demang,

even in Surope; and other cities lured away our shipwrights until, even before
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steam had almost driven sailing vessels from the ocean, shipbuilding hed

largely gone to New Zngland., But to the glory of this fair City the name of
ﬁaﬂud,n¢u~uL“AongJrﬁsiaow»L 5 e Moty " L
those graceful creations whigh we®e Jknown aro the world by the distinctive
5‘r§aﬂ~r = .
name of Baltimore Clippers still lingers in the minds of those who love the

N\
romance of the sea.
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