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JEROME B. BURKE D partm nt Commander,
M. EMMET URELL, 8. V. Dept. Commander, JOS. H. JOCHUM, J. V. Dep't Commander.
i : . FA UNCE A Ad; General, 5
Dr. FLORENCE DONOHUE, Medical Director. R Rev. BENJ, SWALLOW, Dep't Chaplain,
A. J. GUNNING, Ass't Quartermaster General. D. B. GALLATIN, Dep’t Inspector.
LUTHER R. SMITH, Judge Advocate, JOHN P. CHURCH, Chief Mustering Officer.
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Washington,DeCa0Octe16,1555.
The President:
Your petitioners, wembers of the Grand'hrmy.or tho

“Tepublic Of”tﬁiéwnegartmapt, respectfully solicit the’appqintmnnt'

ander: of the Department, i

'—ﬂ-'-i"p—-r.r-rf--—— o - ~ - '#m;,}-.-—;—-,f_ —— — 4—.- :

of_Jarﬂma @&Bngég

to the position of ﬁesiater of ﬁills of the nistriet of Golnmhiam

The gfounﬁh'oa”which we make this pat;tinn are =

1. That Comrade Durke 1s a good business man, in evary
respect worthy of tha appointment, and ‘capable of performing the
&utias of the office creﬁitably and satisfactorilys
"""2. That he is net only a good ‘eitizen of this Distriect, of
ﬁiéh'eh&fﬁstar, but also an excellent representative of the
Graﬁd Army of the Rapubllc* having sarved three years and three
months during the war, Wlthout a single day s absence from his
post of duty, and havlng been, as & member of the Grand Army,unusu-
211y generous, aetivo, and devoted to works of charity for several
yéafs”past. . %

iy

" 8, That we deem it amnnently nroper, and ¢onsistent with

T

the good sentiments of the people QF this Dlﬁtrlct, that the ex-
saldiera and saxlors oﬂ this depar%ment havelsuch publie racognlw
tion as the appointmmnt ef “Comrade Burke to th;s position, as
the:r rupresennative, woulg_fitt1ngly give tham.'

Host respectfully,
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Officers General Conmittes G :uﬁn @ommities,
W. S. ODELL, GHAIRMAN, ect of this Uni under the pce of the J. B. BURKE, CHAIRMAN,
Lo Droit B uﬂdinz Gra rmy of the Rp ubli ,t ure to those who 1751 Penn, Ave, N.W.
\ bt 5 . J. F. VINAL, SECRETARY,
B. F. H;Y:zf%rs{“;;?u"“: served in the .Army and N?v.y of the United States in the 1000 F 88 NW.
JOHN MCELROY, SECRETARY, late war the rights and privileges guaranteed to them by CHAS. KING,
Naﬂ:ﬂﬂmmw. law, and to encourage honor and purity in public affairs. CHAS. P. LINCOLN,
405 G 8f, N.W.

GREEN B. RAUM.
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~ The National Veterans' Rights Vnion,

@fficers General Comnrities, ; ) e ' Grecutive Conunites,
! W. S. ODELL, CHAIRMAN, The object of this Union is, under the auspices of the J. B. BURKE, CHAIRMAN,
Le Droit Building. Grand Army of the Republic, to secure to those who 1751 Penn. Ave. N.W.
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JOHN MGELROY, SECRETARY, late war the rights and privileges guaranteed to them by CHAS. KING,
Nmﬁ::;l;?;bttu;.w law, and to encourage honor and purity in public affairs. CHAS. P. LINCOLN,
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Us S. CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSIO N,

Washington, D. C., September 14th, 188s.

To
The Ciyil Service Commission: !

In parting with the Commission I desire to submit in wri-
ting a proposition whieh I haye heretofore informally discussed
with one or two of your number. It is this: That when thare are
on the eligible registers the names of ex-soldiers with an estab-
lished elaim for preferenee in appointment as provided in seet ion
1754, Revised Statutes, such names shall be certified tothe first
vacaneios occurring arter the registration of their names and coy~-
ered by the examinations taken respectively, anq,as long as they
may remain upon the registers,be given the preferencd over all eom-
petitors for the same grades. This would, of course, result in
putting and keeping some States temporarily in advance of their
rgspective shares in the apportionment, but certainly not more so
than the practice of certifying th: four highest from the special
and supplementary registers’nor applicants of specified profiecienecy
from the general registers, in advance of the turns due to the
States concerned. In this case the letter and the intent of the
law coming in conflict, the intent is allowed by the Commission to
prevail. '

But in support of my pwoposition, I respectfully submit there
are poth the letter and the intent of the law, as will appear from
reading sections 1753, (which the President cites in the Preamble

t0 the Civil Service Rules), and 1754, Revised Statutes, in connee-

3R}2x&;}r-o%§- \
tion with the Civil Service Act. AThe two \@ections u%h-nnulled




n

—

by rthe Passage of the Civil Serviee Aet, and ceértainly in distribus-

ing to the several States their shares or tn "iﬁbasand classified

departmental appointments there is better reason that a State should
IATirst to get its rull quota through the selection of a number of

preferved soldiers than through seleetions from supplementary repg-

-dsters whieh orten show 8 good supply of applieants found eligible.

Take the case or Morris Koim;.&lthough allowzd to remain upon
the Limited Register of his State for one year, nine months, and
ten days, and notified that his claim of preferonce was admitted,
he was not allowed a single eertification. 1

When an applicant takes a supplementary examination, At may
be worth something to him, although his State may not for some
time be entitled to an appointmantj but here is a soldier who has
reeeived no benefit whatever from his examination, aithough scores
of appointments, in the meantime, have boen made to posit jons cov=
ered by his examination.

] I respeetfully submit that these things ought not se to ba.

‘gain, I quote clause 1 of Rule XVI in fawor of my Proposition -
four names for the vacane:es speeified to e taken from those
graded highest on the Proper roegister of those in his branch of
the serviece and remaining eligible, regard being had to any right
of preferenee, and tot he apport ionment of appointments to States

and Territoriesg. 7/
e

The Prasident's ordee, thus given, is Just as bindh\e; to ob=
serve the preference, as to obsarv: the apportionment.

If it be neeessary to temporarily disturb the apport ionment
that applieants orf the highest standing on®certain registers may

be certified before those or inferior standing, there is a greater



.

neeessity to shake the balance, as provided by law and the rule,to

make ¢ ; d an established preference, and allow the scale to be
rightly adjusted as subsequent appointments are distributed.

;
" All of which is respectfully submitted.
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)SUPRE}V[E (GRAND FOUNCIL,

—pe

R!IﬁEY J. BLISS

upreme Grand' Commander. -
e ORDER OF A
| Yice Sup. Grand Commander.

| WiLLAm R. STEELE
| 11

_ ERICAN PATRIOTS.

| Jno. C. 8. Burce, [ 13. *** *** *** 9. *** *** *** 13.

Sup. Grand Treasurer.

WiLLiam G. FiNNEY,
Bup. Grand Chaplain.

| A e <Qffice of “Supreme 4Grand “Commander,

| Fren. C. Peck,
Sup. Grand Guide,

I‘ X ‘: | — GE'uEAP}m’Guurd. e ‘I
: e | 4 M- cwgnB:'GMJ Picket. | CUM—QA-“—'?—MW) $ . 6;%4/%58 /I ¢
1/ A TR, i /
el oORY >
RIS
(Eé;:\cfg}’ Q] $ -
e @;n whom fhese pregsents way conte, greeting: N~

0SING espea'ar
Ptzst/\C‘ommander Ve 74 ’ Nt AL . oy 4 do, by virtue
of the authorily A‘ vested as Supreme Grand Commander of the- ORDER of AMERICAN
PATRIOTS, hereby constitute and appornt the said Past Commander (whose signature in s Il
own handwriting is upon the margin of this Commission), « SPECEAY BDEPURY of this

KNOW YE, th
Sé.

Order, giving to said Depuly the authoritly to confer the secrel work, and establish Subordinate
Councils of the Order, making suck return of his action as the rules and usages of the Order and §

his agreement on file with the Supreme Grand Secretary do bind him to make.

Supreme Grand Commander.

At

Altlest:






