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IT IS DIRECTED, that, upon any regquisition being made

by an appointing officer for eligibles to fill any vaeaney in the
Classified Civil Serviece, the eertifying offiecer shall ecertify from
the eligible register from which the eligibles are to be drawn, the
names of all perseons who have a c¢laim to preference to appointmeniss
under Seetion 1754 U,S.Revised Statutes; provided however, that if
there are upon said register the names of more than four persons
who have a e¢laim of preferenee, only four of them shall be certi-
fied in the order of their grading. If, upon the register of the
State entitled to an appointment, there are not preference-claim-
ing eligibles enough to fill a ertificate, or if there is upen
said register the name of no preferenee-elaiming eligible, the cer-
tifying elerk shall complete, or make, the ecertification by taking
the names of prefé“rm].g‘!ing eligibles from the registers of
other States, taking care to seleet from sueh State registers im
the order of the right of each State to an appointment under the
apportionment authorized to be made by the Oo-i-liom If upon
the register of no State entitled to an appoi_ntnent there is the
name of a groforonn-claining eligible, and the name of such an el-
igible appears upon the register of a State ihe quota of whiech has
been filled, the name of sueh preference-claiming eligible shall be

certified.
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Seetion 1754, Revised Statutes, provides, that persons hon-
orably discharged from the military of naval service by reason of
disability resulting from wounds or sickness incurred in the line
of duty, shall be preferred for appointments to eivil offices, pro-
vided they are found to possess the business capacity necessary for
the proper discharge of the duties of such offices.

Section 7 of the Civil Service Act provides as follows!

"That, after the expiration of six months from the passage of
this Aect, no officer or clerk shall be appointed, and no person
shall be employed to enter, or be promoted in, either of said
classes now existing, or that may be arranged hereunder pursuant
to said rules, until he has passed an examination , or is shown to
be speeially exempted from such examination in conformity herewith.
But nothing herein contained shall be construed to take from those
honorably discharpged from the military or naval service any prefer-
ence conferred by the 1754th Section of the Revised Statutes."

To require a person claiming preference in appointment under
Seetion 1754 R.S., to pass an examination to ascertain whether he
has the necessary business capaecity for the proper discharge of the

duties of any position ineluded within the Classified Civil Service

does not take from that person any preference he may have under

Seetion 1754 R.S. for appointment to sueh position. The Commis-

ion therefore holds, that no person who has been honorablvy dis-

charged from the military or naval servige by reason of disabilities
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resulting from sickness or wounds received in the line of duty, can
be appointed or emploved to enter the Classified Civil Service un-
til he has passed an examination by the Commission, or is shown to
be specially exempted from such examination under the provisions
of the Civil Service Act. He must make application for examin-
ation in the same manner that any other citizen desiring to enter
the Classified Civil Service makes application; must be examined
in the same manner; be graded as eligible or ineligible iﬁ the same
manner; and his examination papers must be marked in their turn.
The faet that a person claiﬁs a right fo be preferred in appoint-
ment under Section 1754, R.S., does not give to him that right, and
the Commission cannot decide the right of a competitor to be pre-
ferred for appointment. The appointing offieer must decide the
question of pr;ferenep. All the Commission can do is to”giio to
the appointing officer an opportunity to prefer for appointment
any eligible person who has a right to be preferred for appoint-
ment. Therefore it is the duty of the Commission to ask eon-

cerning each person who passes an examination, and is graded as

eligible for appointment; "Has this person a prima facie right

of preference under Section 1754 R.S.¢" If the Commission de-
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cides this question in the affirmative, it is the duty of the Com-
mission in making certifications, to prefér that person before
all the other eligible persons, and send his name to the appoint-
ing officer in preference to al]l other names on the register; and
in doing so eall ° '_attoytion to the fact that he claims pretorf
ence in appointment under Seetion 1754 R.S. But the Commission
cannot determine the right of any person to preference in certifi-
cation until that person has a right to be certified, and the Con-
mission cannot say that any person has a right to be certified un-
til after he has passed an examination and has been graded at not
less that 65 per cent. Therefore all applicants for examination
stand upon terms of equality, and consequently the Commission has
no right to prefer for gxanunation, or in marking papers to prefer
the papers of thbsé aﬁplieénts for examination who state in their 3
application papers that they have a right 6f.preference in appoint-

ment under Section 1754 R.S. The right of preference in cert-

ification cannot be determined by the Commission until after the
applicant has suecessfully passed an examingtion ; and the right of

preference in appointment cannot be detérmined by the appointing
officer until the applicant's name has been cerified by the Comm=-

ission.
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Pay all bills by certified check, New York bank draft, monev-order, postal note, or draft on U, S, 'i‘rensury. Individual checks and postage stamps
not received. Address all communications to the Pusric Pristag,

R




Phouernment %mimg U’ -

- -

Weshington . §. %ﬁdi’/—i;a

J/‘







Pav all bills by certified check, New York bank draft, money-order, postal note, or draft on U, S, Treasury.
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JEROME B. BURKE, Department Comman der,
M. EMMET UREL De TIB1 PENNA, AYE. NLW. JOCHUM, J. V. Dep't Commander.
LORENCE DA REv. BENJ. SWALLOW, Dep’t Chaplain.
A. J. GUNNING, Ass D. B. GALLATIN, Dep't Inspector,
ER R. SMIT

JOHN P. CHURCH, Chief Mustering Officer.
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JEROME B. BURKE, Department Commander,
1761 PENNA. AVE. N.W.

M. EMMET URE V. De, vmander, £ i e JOS. H. JOCHUM, J. V. Dep't Comvmander.
f Dx. FLORENCE DONOHUE, Medical Director. Bl FAUN:!IE'; A S e, Rev. BENJ. SWALLOW, Dep’t Chaplain,

A. 7. GUNNING, e D. B. GALLATIN, Dep't Inspector.,

LU R. SM

JOHN P. CHURCH, Chief Mustering Officer.
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JEROME B. BURKE, Department Commander,
M. EMMET URELL, §. V. Dept. Commander. 1751 PENNA, ":’E' i JOS. H. JOCHUM, J. V., Dep’t Commander.
Dr. FLORENCE DONOHUE, Medical Director. BB FAUN;‘%&:’: :v‘:fl"' fEenmal) REv. BENJ. SWALLOW, Dep't Chaplain,
D. B. GALLATIN, Dep't Inspector,

A. J. GUNNING, Ass't Quartermaster General.
LUTHER R. SMITH, Judge Advocate. HE2 ﬁ DU ART 2 JOHN P. CHURCH, Chief Mustering Oficer.
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Al Official I.etters to this Office must be addressed to the commissmnel of internal Ravenue,f’ Ang
Office the marginal initials should be referred to. = ‘i
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Ztonse of Bepresentatives W, S,

Walashington, 0. €. Juiy 26, 1897.

Hon. Frank Palmner,
Public Printer.
Dear Sir:

I beg to hand you herewith a petition asking your favor-
able consideration of the application of Major Jerome B. Burke for
promotion. I promised to hand it to you in person but Congress
has adjourned and my other duties are so many before leaving that
I find I shall not have time. I beg.that you will give Mr Burke

careful consideration.

Very respectfully,

s AP PPN - S5
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