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BALTIMORE, MD.

JOHN SONDERMAN, President April gth. 1912.

319 Chamber of Commerce

Dr, James D, Iglehart, President,
Society of War of 1812 in Maryland,
Hotel Belvedere,
Baltimore, ld.

Dear Sir:

NEW IMMIGRATION PIER, DETENTION HOUSE HOSPITAL AT B 10

Permit me to address yod on a subject of great interest to all
of us who revere our country, adqire her greatness and have unbounded
respect for all places set apart %o typify and promote patriotism,

You are of course, inteﬁested in the Commercial growth of
Baltimore and advancement of the ?est intereste of present and prospect-
ive citizens of our city and couﬁhry, and will not, I am sure, fail to
appreciate that in the race for cbmmereial greatness, we have keen
opponents and large obsﬁacles,to ?ontend with, Ocean lines must be
considered for they will not eeeﬁ ports that lack facilities or .those
having deficient accommddationa for their Immigrant ox freight cargoes,
It is, therefore, highly essential that we secure better quarters for
receiving and caring for 1mmigra;ts at the port of Baltimore,

Every man interested in this project, I am sure is just as
patriotic as your goodself, or the other membere of your Society, and
for this reason we are endeavoring to show our patriotism in another
direction, namely, to glorify the name of our country by perfecting our
means of extending humane treatment to every Immigrant thet might put

his foot upon the soil of our country through this Port, After all,

immigration was the beginning of %ur great nation, and feeling that our



BALTIMORE, MD.

JOHN SONDERMAN, Fresident

319 Chamber of Commaerce

e

flag stands for freedom in every sense, it must therefore, necessarily
stand for everything humane as well,

Your respected body, I am sure, would take no positive action
until a thorough investigation had been made and even if the mere
suggestion of “securing a portion of Fort McHenry should later be taken
seriously, certainly you would carefully weigh the merite of the case
against the opposition before taking final action, Therefore, when
your Society meets thie evening, as mentioned in yesterday's "Sun," I
hope your criticism, if any, will be modest, because surely when the
time comes for our citizens to finally decide upon a site, one can be
secured to the satisfaction of all interests, since our community has
been richly blessed with any amount of land on the water front.

I am satiefied if you will ascertain just what has been done,
and keep in touch with the subject, this matter can be disposed of with-

out criticism or i1l feeling on the part of anyone,
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PAESIDENT.
GEN'L. CLINTON L. RIGGS
EQUITABLE BLDG.
18T VICE-PRES.

HON. GEORGE R. GAITHER,
111 N. CHARLES ST,
2ND VICE-PRES.
JUDGE HENRY STOCKBRIDGE
GUNTHER BLDG.
3RD VICE-PRES.
MAJOR GEO. W. HYDE
2256 E. BALTIMORE ST,
4TH VICE-PRES.
THOMAS M. MAYNADIER
BOURSE BLDG.

BTH VICE-PRES.
DECOURCY W. THOM
500 CATHEDRAL ST.
SECRETARY,
AUBREY PEARRE, JA.
207 N. CALVERT ST.
TREASURER,

IRA H. HOUGHTON
12 E, LEXINGTON ST

J. Custis Handy, disq.

MARYLAND SOCIETY

ORGANIZED APRIL 20, 1889.

OFFICE OF
GEN'L. CLINTON L. RIGGS, PREST.

!Eﬂﬂ%é!ﬁ%ﬁk

BALTIMORE,. . NOV ember 18, 4191

Secy. Soclety of the War of 1812.

10 South St.

Baltinore, ld.

Dear 3ir:

REGISTRAR,
EDWARD F. ARTHURS
628 EQUITABLE BLDG.
HISTORIAN,
ARTHUR B. BIBBINS
2600 MARYLAND AVE.
CHAPLAIN,

REV. HENRY BRANCH, D. D.
WINDSOR HILLS.

BOARD OF MANAGERS,
HON. EDWIN WARFIELD
FIDELITY TRUST CoO.
WM. 0. ATWOOD
18 E. LEXINGTON ST.
JAMES E. HANCOCK
4 8. HOWARD ST,

DR. JAMES D. IGLEHART
211 W. LANVALE ST,
ADMIRAL YATES STIRLING
209 W, UANVALE ST.

W. BURNS TRUNDLE
301 ST. PAUL ST.
ALFRED D. BERNARD
CENTRAL SAV. BANK BLDG.
W. P. C, COCKEY
FREDERICK, MD,

0o

I am in receipt of your letﬁer of November 13th., referring to

the guns which were recently placed dgn the Fort lichenry Reservation.

I do not feel at liberty tojwrite a letter to the Society of the

War of 1812, stating that the guns ddposited there are the property of the

Society of the War of 1812 in Muryla'd, as I have no authority to do so-

These gune were secured and'taken there by frofessor A. Barneveld

Bitbine, and my part in the matter was simply an effort to aid Professor

Bitbins in obtaining a sultable placé where the guns might be placed tempo=-

rarily. I understood, however, fromlProfassor bibbine, that he would be

very glad to turn the guns over to the Society of the War of 1812, if they

would take care of them, but any authoritiy which you may desire should be

obtained from him.

CLR-jnh .

Yours wvery truly,
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Necsubar 17th 1212

Prof, A, Barneveld Bihbins,
#2600 Haryland Ave,,
nity,
Dear Siri-

Referring to £ha g‘!"ﬁ naed dwing the War of 1813, that
you ssenrad and deposited on the Fort Nalleney Resarvation, I was
requented, at a rosent maeting 0 the Gxaotive Committes of this
Soniety, %5 write and ask vou £ =send ne s lstter, at vour conven-
isnea, statine that the runa in guaation ars the property of the
Soalety 0¥ the War 1812 in laryiand, having haen turned over to us.
Thin wili prevent, we think, any sonnlications that might arise
eometime in the Miwre, ¥a wonld aleo appraniate it 1f yon wonld
let us know the eost of moving these mwng, As we wani to rein-
burse you for anv outlay you had o nake in this matter,

With hest regards, and thanking ven for vonr trouhls in this
ratter, I am,

Very tmily vours,

Ssaraetaryv,



i

December 28, 1912.
General Clinton L., Riggs,
The Latrobe,
Baltimore.
Ky dear Ceneral:

"Too much Christmas", though not in the usual sense, has de=-
layed reply to your letter enclosing a communication from Bertram Stump,
the tone of whicl seems rather to suggest that our blood will be upon
our own thresholds unless we accede to his wishes.

I hope that your absence may not Le prolonged and during its
continuance will endeavor to keep the situation from conmpletely running
away with itseli. My feeling, as you know, is that we will have to let
the lmmigration people have the piece of land, pfovided they secure ace-
cess directly irom it to the stireet, without passing over any part of
the Fort grounds, but I confess‘our attitude toward the War Department
seens a little inconsistent but possibly our Commission may feel it ocan
merely not interfefé'to‘oppose the plan, explaining the situation to
General Wood or General Oliver.

I hope that your trip may prove interesting and agreeable and
with best wishes for the New Year, '

Yours very truly,




SIXTY-SECOND CONGRESS.

JAMES A HAMILL,N.J. CHAIRMAN,
CHARLES A.KORBLY,IND.
ROBERT F.BROUSSARD, LA.
J.CHARLES LINTHICUM, MD.

ALFRED G.ALLEN, OHIO. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES U.S.

e Wik COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS No. 2
R,OHIO. :

SOREY ARORREGH, MINK, WASHINGTON, D, C:

GEORGE V. MALONE,CLERK.

Januery 22, 1913.

My dear Mr. Harris .

In compliance with your request of
the 21st inst., I take pleasure in enclosing
two copies of the bill which I introduced on
the 20th inst., in connection with the Immie-

A

gration Station site in Baltimore.
Very respectfully your

Hon. W. Hall Harris,
City Post 0Office,
Baltimore, 1id.
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January 23, 1913.
lir. Henry ¥, Baker, :
506 Continental Duilding,
Bal timore.
Dear Sir:

‘Please attend a meeting of the Special Committee appointed
by Ceneral clinton”L. Rigge, in the matter of the Fort liclienry propere
ty, at the oiffice of the Fost laster, at 4100 p.m. on lionday mext, the
27th instant, to consider and act upon the pending Bill appropriating
& portion of the property to the use of an Immigration Station. ‘

Yours truly,

Same to
David Hutzler, 1801 Eutaw Place
Blanchard Randall,16 W,North Avenue
Dr.James D.Iglehart,211l W.lanvale St.
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January 25, 1913,
Ly, David Mutzler, e . A4/,,
1801 Eutaw Place, {
Bal timore,

Dear Oir: 7

Please attend a meeting of the Speedal Committee appointed
by Ceneral Clinton L. Rigge, in the matter of the Fort MclHenry proper-
ty at the office of the Post Master, at 4100 pum. on londay next, the
27th instant, to consider and act upon the pending Bill appropriating
a portion of the proﬁwty to the use of an Immigration Station.

Yours truly,

Same to

Henry F. Baker, 506 Continental Bldg
Blanchard Randall,16 W.North Ave.
Dr.James D,Iglehart,21l W.Lanvale St.




February Bth 1913

Prof, A, Barnaveld Bibhing,
FRB00 Maryiland Ave,,
- Mty

Daar Siri- i

Rafarring o the lettera that have pasead hetween us.

o Dlsced On the prounde at Port, MoHenry,
q ] ! ;
and vour paquest that T aall and talk over the imatter with vou,

I will be nleased o call next Tiauday ovaning about 7,15, i aon-

|

venient &n V“Wj‘x wanld mentian that we have a mecting of the
A [

Axeentive fomiittes of this Snalety en that svening, and woald

in regard 40 the nan

in that way he abhlo to raenort the resilt off our aonvagraation fo

then st onne,

Hoping to have a favorabls replv, T an,

Verw ft:r-s vy o g

|
|
|
1
|




United Siates Senate,

WASHINGION, D.C.

Baltimore, _”,‘dO| Feb, 19’ 1913.

Mr. J. Custis Handy, Secretary,

10 South Street, Baltimore, wmd.
Dear Mr, Handy:

I want to thank you for your letter of February
12th, informing me of the Resolution adopted by the Executive
Committee of your Society endorging my Bill, making an appropri-
ation for the proper marking of the spot where the original
flag pole stocd at Fort uecHenry,

With kind regards and best wishes, I am,

Yours very truly,



Gen. Clinton L. Rigis,
| The latrobe,
baltimore,
. My dear Gen. Riggsie
On lionday last I had quite a little talk with lir. Yenderoth
the Supervising Architect t;f the Treasury Department, with regérd to

the Immigration Building. He wos exceedingly pleassunt and interested,
advised that the Departuent had not by any means reached ﬁw matter of
plans for that building, but t_.hat he had visited the site and had it
dn his mind that the building ehould be of a character in keeping with
the situation. lle however _inolines rather to an 1nconn§1ououe boundary
fence, thoroughly soreenecd with sppropriate shyubery, than to that of
a wall, although éoneurring in the sﬁmat‘.‘lon that the line of demurke
ation should be very evident so as to prevent even the appearance of
tise confusion beﬁnon tlzo'grﬁu:ids of the Yort and those of the Imuigrae
tion lepot.

The Chief of the Drafting Division was absent so that 1 had
no opportunity of conference with him, but may perhaps secure it in the
near future,

Yours truly,













RIGGS BUILDING COMPANY
“THE LATROBE"
CHARLES AND READ STREETS
BALTIMORE, MD.

August 20, 1913,

W. Hall Harris Heq.,

&l6 8t, Psul St.

Baltimore, Md.

My dear Mr. Harris;:-

’ Referring again to your letter of
August 2nd with regard to Fort McHenry I called you up at
your office this mornins immediately upon my return to
Baltimore, but found that you were gtill out of the ecity.

I am myself leaving again tomorrow for Hnother
two weeks and simply wish to tell you that I sent the
commmnication referred to the Var Department and have just
received a letter from the Adjutant-General stating that
if the bill mentioned is referred to the War Depsrtment,
they will give us the opportunity to be heard in ths mat-

ter, for which I asked.,

I hed thought it might be @dvisable for me 1o
communicate directly with Mr. Linthicum telling him the
feeling that our committee had with regard to the matter,
but I have decided not to do this in your. absence and will
wait until your return before doing anything further, un-
legg there is some evidence to indicate that they are
endeavoring to push the bill through @ongress before that

R,

time.




? RIGGS BUILDING COMPANY
“THE LATROBE"

CHARLES AND READ STREETS
BALTIMORE, MD.

September 15, 1913.

W. Hall Harris Esq.,
"The Atom™,
North Haven, Me.

My dear lMre Harris:-

I wrote you a few days ago with
regard to Fort MeHenry matters addressing the letter to
your office in town, but received a note from Mr. Thompson
this morning stating that he did not expect you to return
to the city for some time and I am therefore sending you
copies of thé billsand this additional communiecation for
your further information.

Mr. Linthicum has replied to my letter and ex-
presses a desire to do only what we all want and has asked
me to get into communication with Professor Bibbins and
then advise him with regard to the matter. Professor
Bibbins is anxious to have a conference at the earliest
possible moment, but I have asked him to put it off until
your return or at least until I can get an expression of
opinion from you. I will therefore ask you upon receint
of this letter to communicate with me giving me if possi-
ble in your letter your opinion as to what is best to be
done.

I am satisfied thet the War Department will not
be willing to deed Fort McHenry to the city or the state,
and I personally do not think that this should be per=
mitted., fhey might be willing to turn it over to the
city or state on a lease, such as I previously held while
Ad jutant General., TYou may remember that I offered to
turn the property over to the city under that lease, with
the further understanding that the city was to police, light
and take care of the property and use it as a public park.
At that time W. Cabell Bruce declined to allow the city to
expend any money on the property while the title remained
in the name of the United States Government. This broke
off negotiations at that time. The present CGity Solic-
itor may be broader and this may be worked out, in fact
the Mayor told me that he and the Park Board had the money
ready to fix the grounds up and maintain them in good
condition if they could get the right to do so. I think
the Mayor's scheme is pretty broad and from conversation
with Prof, Bibbins I take it that they plan to build a broad
boulevard all around the edge of the Fort MeHnery property.
Even if the city should be permitted to use this property
as a park!’:, I think there should be restrictions attached



W. H. Harris £80

a8 to how much they should be allowed to alter the pres-
ent conditions,

If you will kindly advise me when you expect
to be in Baltimore I will endeavor to stave off the
conference until such time as you may be able to be
present, but as this may be impossible I will hope that
you will find time to write me fully as to your ideas on
the subject so that I may represent them at the conference.

Yours very truly,

(g @g@

CLR/fdm
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. December 4, 1913,

| Gen., Clinton L. Riggs,
The latrobe,
N.E., cor. Charles & Read Strects,
Baltinore.
Iy dear General:
I am in gravé doubt as to how one should address so distine
guished a eitizen as the Becretary of Var of the Island Possessions,-
but I have to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the §rd instant,

the contents of whichale nowe the less depressing to the Fort licHenry

| cause that they had beenanticipated in so far as vour own absence was
concerned.
' I doubt whether the Governor would be wise in designating ne
as Chairman of the_Commission (which, by the way, has probably long
since ceased to exist) but whether he does so or not, I shall, of
| ey course, be extremely glad to render any service within ny power to pre=-
vent or modify,as the case'may be, the desecration of the old Fort.

The situation appears to me to hinge almost entirely upon
your influence with Secretary Garrison and the Chief of Staff, énd I
shall be obliged if you will let me kno;iggu understand them to feel
after the visit of the former to you. DBefore you leave, 1 shall pos-
sibly ask for a letter of introduction to someone in the Department
favorably inclined to our view of the matter.
, gide

Renewing congratulations and wishing you both enjoynent and

success in your new line of work, I am,

Yours very truly,




Beparfment of ommerre and Labor

IMMIGRATION SERVICE
No,3020 (2) Jamuary 9th,1914

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
BALTIMORE, MD.

they umhesitatingly claim that treatment in an up-to-date hospital would
have increased materially the chances for recovery,

It seems to me that only unanswerable arguments should be accepted
for the refusal of the War Department to allow this Sorvhifé-wb the
use of the hospital on the Fort McHenry reservation, as the Inmigration
Authorities are responsible under every rule and law of civilization
for the care and protection of the lives of the aliens over whom they have
charge.

Tt was suggested by you that & conference might be arranged between
Secretary Garrisom, Secretary Wilson, yocurself, and, at my intimatiom,
Williem Hall Harris, Fsq,, of Baltimore City(Chairman of the Governors
of Maryland Comalssion on the Fort lMicHenry Reservation),and myself, to
endeavor to obtain as scon as possible the temporary use of the amy
hospital at Fort lMeBenry. I might add ﬂuﬂ;ﬂr.lﬁﬂﬂ.ﬂhrrd:ﬁ;ulhicn
named by Govermor Goldsborough s Chairman of this Coammission, vice
Gereral Clintom L, Riggs who has sailed for the Philippines, thinks as I
do about this matter and, in ny Jjudgment, would be a proper person
to speak on behalf of Baltimore City and the State, I, Sherefore,
should like very much to bring him over with me when notified as to the date
of the conference.
gm i, V0P

R o iy
(Higne d) _meris

Cormalssioner




Hon. Bertram N. Stump,
United States Cormissioner of Immigratior
Baltimera. l
Dear si;: | |
‘Referring to our agreement of 9th T

the newspapers of yesterday and tog




Bertram N, Stump, Lsquire,
Commissioner of Immigration,

Stewart Zuilding, Paltimore,

Dear Sir:

vor of the 2let instant, with enclost

1y the quotation from communicap:

fermiises, it must be

ital in the Fort is to

cess yciny g "€flirance to the grounds only through an ex=

FeVyou concur with me in this suggestion,

it . would aprhe: Le ;’rely feasible and would serve a £00d pure

of view of the lort lcilenry Commission as

Serviee .

Yours truly,




\

u.s. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
IMMIGRATION SERVICE

OFFICE OF THE CoMMISSIONER
BALTIMORE, MD,

—
-

0, 3020 January 24th, 1914

W, Hall Harris,Esq.,
#216 St, Paul St.,
.Ealtimore, ld,

but do not recall having heard of your suggestion, i,e,"that the building

only through an extension of such enclosure. " Personally I see no
necessity Pfor this any more than when the building was in use as

& hospital for +he soldiers at the Fort, and as our Department is
Quite short of funds I am constrained to believe the Fureau would not
lock with favor upon the erection of such a fence,

Pespactfully,

, A‘Aw —~ e

gem Commissioner




\ it
Ji\y
 PERSONAL : \

G February 2, 1914.

Hon. Henry 8. Breckenridge, | ‘
. Assistant SQoretgny of Var, _ -. |
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir: 7

Dr. Murray P. Brush tells me you are kind enough to'aay
I may trespass upon your time for arbfief interview during the cure
rent week, |

Should your convenienece pérmit, I will call at your office
at half past two o'eclogk on tomorrow, Tuesdaw, afternoon, but if that
date or time corflicts with yomx angagementag I shall be obliged for

timely information, te. preveut unneoessary visit to Washington.

Yeurg.very truly,




CLINTON L .RIGGS,
903 NORTH CHARLES STREET,

BALTIMORE, MD. Apr‘il 4, 1912,

W. Hall Harris, Esq.

Postmaster,

Butlmm ’ Md.

Dear lir. Harris:

I am enclosing you herewith a copy of the Bill,
which I have had re-written in accordance with the sugrestions
of Senator Rayner, also a copy of my letter to-day to General Wood,
which I hope will meet with your approval.

It seeme now that we must wait until we have a
reply from General Wood, at which time it will be proper again to
submit the matter to Senator Rayner for action.

Very sincerely,

. s /?ﬁ

CLR-jnh. 2 Enclo.
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Mdjor General Leonard Wood,
Chief of Staff, Wap Department,
Waahington, D.C.

Sir:
Referring to the conversation which dr. Harrig and myself had

with you yesterday concerning Fopt licHenry, I have the honor to
enclose herewith a copy of the B11l, which we have drawaﬂp BCw=
cordance with the Suggestions of Senator Rayner of uarylaﬁé, and
in order to oomply with what we understand to be the wisgee of
the War Dopartmgnt. "

& ! A

A8 we understand that this Bj1) doos not now confliet with the

desires of the Departmant. W6 would be glad to have you suhdtitute
it for the cdpiea of Bilisg left with you yesterday, ang we ain#
ceérely trust that you will be able to obtain for it the apbr;val
of the Secretary of War, as Senator Rayner seons tq foel that
there will ve no diffiou}gy-in having the Bi12 passed in this fo
Providing that it meets with the approval of the Departman@.

Thanking you for your courtesy and conaideration, an&ftnust-

ing that you will pe able to give this matter prompt considenptiop.'

I am

Very respectfully,"

CLR=jnh 1 Enelo,

*
1|
¥
il

¥
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RIGGS BUILDING COMPANY
“THE LATROBE"

CHARLES AND READ STREETS

BALTIMORE, MD. July 16, 1912.

W. Hall Harris, Rsq.
Poatmaster,

Baltimore, ud.

My dear Mr., Harris:

I am just back from the North, and find ycur telephone
message with regard to the Bill coneeruing Fort licHenry.

I saw in the vapere thet you had Leen to Washing-
ton, and I trust that the results will repay you for your hot trip.
I expect to be in Baltimore from now on, and if you ean think of
anything that L can do to help on the good work, please let me know.

Yours very truly,

0T R-jrh. _ /\‘ \U\



List of the sﬁb-committee, appointed by the Chairman, in'accordance
with the Resdlution bassed at the meeting of the Commission, held at
the Hotel Belveders, Oct..17, 1911 .

Mrs. J. Pembroke Thom, - gog Park Ave. (since died)

Mr. David Hutzler, 1801 Eutaw Place,

iri., Henry F. Baker, 506 Continental Bldg.

Mr|. Blancﬁard Randall, 18 w. North Ave.

“r. W. Hall Harris, = 511 Park Ave.

On Dec.7, 1912 the Chairman appointed

Dr. James D, Iglehart, 211 w. Lanvale St. to fill the vacancy caused

by the death of lirs. Thom.




Noventer 1lth 1914

Honorable James H, Preston,
Wayor of Baltimore,
City Hall, City.
Dear Sir:- :

I beg to hand you herewith & copy of Resolutions, which
explain themselves, that were adopted at the meeting of the Bxe-
cutive Committee of our Scciety held on the 10th inst., and wihich
I was requestod to forward to you, |

With best regards, I ame
| Very truly yours,

Secretary.




Alrarors Office,

JAMES H.PRESTON BaLTiMoRrE, MD.,
MAYOR,

Hovember
Twelf{th
Wineteen
Tourteen.

Mr. J. Custis Handy,
Secretary, The Society of the War of 1812,
10 South Street,
Baltimore, Ild.
Degar Sir:

The llayor directs me to acimowledge receipt of your
letter to him of the 1lth instant enclosing copy of lesolutions
drawvn up by your Society in regard to locating the various boatb
clubs at Fort lleHenry, and to inform you that the matter will
ragceive due consideration.

Yours very truly,

LGH




DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE

HORACE E. FLACK, EXECUTIVE

o

MUNICIPAL DIEFP:
—'_4'—;

=

Nov. 20, 1914,

W. Hall Herris, Eadg.;

CITY.
dear My, Horris:
I huove at lagt received the ‘ets of
eress relating to Fort MeHenry, as requested
you some days ago. I‘ ym encloging you copies

these that you may keep Lfor your owa use.




Mr, orace I, Flaglk,

Deparwaisnt of Iaalmun RHMW'
. City Mall,
: ; Baltinore,




BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS:

GEORGE WEEMS WILLIAMS,
PRESIDENT
JOHN S. GITTINGS
JAMES T. STUART
GEORGE W. HABBERSETT
JOHN B. RAMSAY

WILLIAM S, MANNING,
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT
o Ve KELLY,
SECRETARY

CARL K. MENGEL,
PROPERTY AGENT

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS AND SQUARES
GENERAL OFFICES: DRUID HILL PARK

April 14th-1915.

Mr. J. Appleton Wilson,
Law Building, City.

Dear Sir:-

I have your favor of the 13th in reference
to Fort McHenry, and I shall be glad to lay Fhe same
before the Board at its next mecting. |

Very tru;y-youra,
>

— e <., WO

GwWw/C ' President.



WILLIAM S. MANNING,
J. V. KELLY,

CARL K, MENGEL,

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS:

GEORGE WEEMS WILLIAMS,
PRESIDENT
JOHN S. GITTINGS
JAMES T. STUART
GEORGE W. HABBERSETT
JOHN B. RAMSAY

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT
SECRETARY

PROPERTY AGENT

2 i {o

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS AND SQUARES
GENERAL OFFICES: DRUID HILL PARK

Apr. 26, 1915,
Mr, J. Appleton Wilson,
800 Law Bldg., City.

Dear Sir:-

Your recent letter to the President of the Park Board in ref=-
erence to cannon at Fort MéHenry was submitted and read at a meeting of
the Board held on last Saturday afternoon,

The Genl. éupt. was not present, and your letter was ordered

referred to him for a report,

Yours truly,
ck e, N e

~N

=
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TTT-0-8-16:H. P.~10000 \

MAYOR'S OFFICE
BALTIMORE

s

I have your letter of October 26th., and I will cell the
attention of the Park Board, whiech is the City Department having charge
ormm.tochumtm.

I had %aXken uwp with the Park Dossd some Weslks ago,the
condition of the amdim to the Amisteed Status. I mgpested thet this
seutral plece might be cut out, say o dietance of elght or Sem feef, md
& conan® stalrcese oomstructed leading up to the mommsen$. Now,the
approach to the momment is very Adiffioult, indeod there 4s ne fomm of
opproache Thove 16 caly an improvised way over the gun carrioges and
bastion§t

!ﬂnucmuMyonmtoﬁuMIM
anything that you have in viow looking to aa sdequate approach to this
monument, thet would be imexpensive snd mitsble.

Yours very tmuily,

/
, (signed)  ums H, PRESTON,

JHp/IAN ,,J MAYOR.

Copy = Dre.J. D. Iglehart, 2II W. Lanvale Street, Lity.
" ~ Board of Park Comissioners,
" - lr. Bdward Berge, 3024 Harford Avenue, Gity.



J. CHAS. LINTHICUM BALTIMORE,

FOURTH MARYLAND DISTRICT ABUNERE OrMCEY

217-219 ST, PAUL STREET,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT[VES BY APPOINTMENT

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

COMMITT
OMMITTEES: ) El EcTions No. 2

WASHINGTON

Januwary 15, 1914.

My dear lr. Harris:

Your letter of Decerber 30th
arrived during my absence South for a few days and
reached me only londay.

I propose calling on you at some date in
the near future, as I want to talk with you regarding
another feature of the matter about which you write.

Very respectfuldy : -

g

¥r .W. Hall Harris,
216 St. Paul Street,

Baltimore, Maryland.



TN

4
Bepartment of @ouuneree and Wabnr
IMMIGRATION SERVICE

OFFICE OF THE COoMMISSIONER
BALTIMORE, MD.

Ho,.3020 Jonuary 9th, 1914

.

CommiesionerGeneral of Temigration,
viashingbon, DeCe
neferring to conversation in your office yosterdsy, 1 have
carefully gone over &y £ile, relating to the prosent immigration detention
house and hoapital, and £ind that as far pack as 1910 I galled the Bureau's
attention to this patter, submitting on fugust 2nd of that year o letter
(copy of which 18 enclosed heremith for ready reforence which covered the
situstion at that time.
The hospitel conditions have atesdily grown Worse since thet time,
and 4n 1931, 1 thirk, the eity authorities positively refused %o receive
for treatment any aliens suffering with contagious diseases of childhood,

53, Most of these onees were mmdohuwmrmw of age
who died from poeunonia 2ollowing mensled. Both Surgeons MeMullen and
lydegzer have reported Yo mé that the heapital at the datention house

13 not wiat it should be and, while they are unwiliing to atate that the

conditions at the detention house were the divect cause of the deaths,
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The first settler on Whetstone Point was orobably Chardes Gorsuch.In Fed.24,

1221 ‘he oatented 5C acres of lani vaying for it £ 1., oper annum,3t St.Maryvs.
He subseatently abanioned it and on June 2 17C2 it was patented by James Carrcl
who called it “Nhetstone” and paid a rent of two shillinds oer annum.
On Aoril 18,1708 it was ssde a oport of entry,2s the idea seemed to prevail that
it nmould become a town.There is no record further in this Jirection.In 1723 Car
roll sold it to John Giles for ©5,and in 1727 it was leased to the Principioc Co
for the iron ore it was supcosed to contain,and for many vears it wae their
princioal source of supoly.fihen the Eevolution bedan it was considered igsirab
able to fortify it so that in March,1772 a water battery for 1& Suns wnas com~
nented,ani Captain N.Smith placed in comnand.Cn Audust 15,1781 75 acres aere
sold,ani on Seot.Z8 120 acres.the land having been confiscated from the Prin-
2ipio Co.which was a Pritish concern.Until 1762 the fortifications on the ooint
were exclusivelv under the control of the State,but in that vear they were
offered to the Federal Sovernment,Ihe offer was not accected until 1785 when
¥si.Tousard was orderei to examine the works and reocort on the necessary sidit-
ions.He subnitted his plans to a connittee of nine citizens of Baltimore.The
Jovernnent only agreed to allow the sum of $2C,CC0 toward the work,including
the cost of the land,His olan zalled for s total exvenditure of $£30,823,44,The
Cosmittee considerind that the work was too imcortant to sdmit of delay,adreed
to call on catriotic citizens for the Jifference.The Secy.of Ware therefor orde
el the work to proceed.Mr.fonein was the endineer in charde,and he séﬁds ho .
have given his entire time and attention to the work.phe Comnittee exPected to
he re-inourseﬂ gither by the Ledislature of the aeneral oovernment but it doeé
not agoear that this was ever done.The star fort of brieknork nas Lhe one con-
;structed at this time and it wasg subseauently called Fort M"Benrv after Mr.Jane
McHenry of Baltimore who was first Secretary of War under Eashlngton.Duriné the
kar of 1812 the defenses were still further strensthened<ani in 1872 a new wate
battery was construdted.Duriné the attack in 1214 the bastions of the star fort
wepe manned ov the Fesular Artillery underCaot.®vans ani the Velunteers under
Caot.Nicholson.In the lower works,were Banourys,addisons, kodnang,Berrvs and
Pennindtons sommanis,and the Infantry was in the outer ditch to meet the eneﬁy
in case they should effect a landing.lhere were about 1000 troops in all.This
sould show that the outer works hai oceen constructed either in 1812 or vrevious
lv wDuring the British attack over 18C0C shells were fired intc the fort,oeside
gultitudes of round shot and rockets.Manv of the shalls weighed 22C oounids.
Scharf’s History of Balto.City 1881 pagdes 81-28C-281 %ec.
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
IMMIGRATION SERVICE

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
BALTIMORE, MD.

No, 3020 January 21st, 1914

W, Hall Harris, Tsq.,
Chairman,Governors of laryland Commission on Tort YcHenry,
#216 8t, Paul St,, City.

Sir:-

Replying to yours of the 20th instant , it affords me Pleasure to
enclose herewith copy of my letter, of January 9th, 1914, to the
Commissioner-General of Immigration, which is self-explanatory, I
heard nothing Purther in the matter until this morning when the
Commissioner-Ceneral transmitted to me copy of a cammnication fram the
Secretary of War, which reads as follows:

"I have had the subject matter of your letters of December
20th and Jenuary 14th, namely measures for the relief of the
distressing sanitary conditions of the Irmigration Service

Baltimore, investigated and f£ind that it will be possible to
allow the Deparitment of Labor the temporary use of the
hospital bullding at Fort lcHenry until such time as the
Treasury Department completes the new immigration station. It
is underatoed that this psriocd will be about one year. 4All
portable medical property in the hospital hes already been =
removed and applied to other purposes.

"In taking over this property it will be understood that
the Department of Labor agrees %o vacate promptly should the
building be required for use by the War Department; that when
finally vecated by the Departmesnt of labor, the building shell
be thoroughly cleaned, put in & sanitary condition, and such
reralrs nade as will leave it in as good & condition in that
respect as at the present time; and that any damage to any other
War Department buildings or propsrty on the reservation caused
by such use of the Hospital Dullding by the Department of Iabor
be reimbursed the War Tepartment,"

Evidently, = con®arence was found %o be wnnecassary.

Eﬁgﬁmés Respectfully, /

Conmmiszionsr




RIGGS BUILDING COMPANY
“THE LATROBE"

CHARLES AND READ STREETS

BALTIMORE, MD. NOVBerer 2’ 1912 i

Dr. J. D. Iglehart,
21l W. Lanvale St.

Baltimore, ld.

My dear Doctor:

On Thursday afternoon Professor Biltbins called me up to
say,that he had some old guris, which had Mmen dug up from the harbor,
and which had evidently been used during the War of 1812, and desired
my co-operation in obtaining permission to have them placed at Fort
licHenry - I suggested to Professor Bibbins, that he communicate with
you, as the President of the Society of the War of 1812, but he later
informed me that he was unable to reach you by phone. As he already
had some of the guns on a wag;n, and some immediate action was nec-—
essary, I telephoned the Assistant Secretary of War, and obtained per-
mission to have the guns placed on the Fgort McHenry Reservation.

I am to-day in receipt of a le tter from the Chief Quar=
termaster General of the Army, enclosing a copy of this Order, which
éuthorizes the care-taker at Fort McHenry to receive and take care of
any guns placed there at my request. Ag I understand that Professor
Eibﬁins' interest in this matter was purely his desire to save these
guns from going to the junk heap, I am sure that he will be glad to
turn them over to your Seciety, if you are in a position to undertake
the matter as to their permanent destination.

I should think, in view of the exercises, which will un-

doubtedly take place here in 1914, that your Society would be interegted
()4




RIGGS BUILDING COMPANY
“THE LATROBE"

CHARLES AND READ STREETS
BALTIMORE, MD,

Dru Jo Do I--Bo

in getting these old guns together, and mounted on the ramparts of
of the Fort, before that time. .

I am therefore taking the liberty of writing to say,that
I, and 1 am sure Profesgor Bibbins, will be very glad.ﬁo co=-operate
with your Society in the effért tgiz;is kx accomplished.

Yours very truly,

%a:d-ﬁ;,r

CLR-Jnh-



Bepartent of Conmeree and Labor
IMMIGRATION SERVICE

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
BALTIMORE, MD.

No. 3020 December 19, 1912.

Gen. Clinton L. Riggs,
The Latrobe Apartments,
Charles and Read Streets, City.
Dear Gen. Riggs:-

Referring to our conversation with reference to an
immigration station at the port of Baltimore, I have to say
that both the Commissioner-General of Immigration and the
Supervising Architect of the Treasury are of the opinion that
any site for buildings nust necessarily be on the river front
at some convenient point for all trans-Atlantic passenger
ships to dock. There is no property, except that of Fort
McHenry, that can be purchased having a frontage on deep
water. The Canton properties are gridironed by the Pennsyl=-
vania and Northern Central Railroads, Locust Point by the
tracks of the Baltimore & Ohio, and Port Covington and
adjacent water fronts by the Western Maryland.

Barly in April of this year the House Committee
on Public Buildings and Grounds visited Baltimore for the
purpose of looking over the ground. The result of their
visit was the pPassage of a bill permitting the Government to
8ell the unfortunate site which had been selected. I think it



-2-

well to state that I conversed with the members of the Com-
mittee who came to Baltimore on that occasion and they person-
ally told me that unless Baltimore City took suffricient inter-
est in this matter to let the Government have a suitable lo=-
cation, they, as a Committee, would not give us an appropriation
for buildings. The Committee, individually, thought that

Fort McHenry was the only practicable site upon which to

build, and if that could be obtained they would give Balti-

more as large an appropriation for buildings as either Boston

or Philadelphia had been given, but not otherwise.

The new Supervisirg Architect of the Treasury,

Mr. Wenderoth, and the Commissioner-General.of Immigration
came over from Washington an November 30 for the same
purpose and were unanimous in their opiniom that Fort
McHenry was the logical and only place upon which to build
if Baltimore hoped to hold her own as a port of entry for
foreign passengers.

The Philadelphia station has just been opened and
the buildings are extremely handsome. Those at Boston are
not yet under way, but the plans provide for a magnificent
group of buildings.

I am pretty sure that the Supervising Architect
would be agreeable to any form of buildings that your Com-
mittee would deem appropriate looking to beautifying of the |
Fort McHenry grounds.

Respectfully,

e X*
e A ol

bns-whm Gnnnisnioner. //





