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TOPLESS SAN FRANCISCO—Another Block, but minus pawn shops and palmists* parlors,

npu.pérs photo—LaForce

TAWDRY BALTIMORE—The Block shows ifs form in striptease bars and glaring neon.

- American cities.

Broadway and Kearny street.|

-~ Visitors to the three-block sec-

By JOHN E. WOODRU] !
[Sun Staff Correspondent] 1

San Francisco, Dec. 17—Ama-|"
teur night on The Block in Bal-
timore — the much discussed|
event that never seems to hap-
pen—goes on almost around the
clock in this most topless of

The amateur show, in the form
of a ““contest” with prizes rang-
ing from $50 to $1,000, takes
place at regular intervals at
each of four establishments
clustered about the corner of|

There, the road signs direct
tourists down Broadway to Tele-|
graph Hill and to The Coit
Tower, but the same cars keep
passing back and forth in the
road jam that is the floor of the
neon canyon called Broadway.
The four establishments, all of|
which claim to have ‘“the orig-
inal amateur topless” contest,
are among those stretched along
four blocks of Broadway, which
constitutes the heart of the top-
less district.
Familiar Scene

=

o A

tion of East Baltimore street
known as The Block will readily
recognize the photographs of|
scantily clad women adorning
the outsides of establishments
here, '
But they will miss
shops, bail bond offi¢
palm reading “‘studio
are interspersed amon; :
on The Block—as well as most
of the gutter clutter that plagues
much of downtown Baltimore.
In their places are expensive
gift shops, a few expensive late-
hour dress shops, and a some-
(Continued, Page C9, Col. 3)
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Entertainment Section
Displays More Skin,
Lesd Clutter

v
By JOHN E. WOODRUFF
(Continued from Page C 18)

liquor establishments,

Block is not missing on San
Francisco’s Broadway.

“Topless ping-pong” it flashes
in yellow from one side of the
street.

“Topless shoe-shine” it blinks
in red from the other side,

No Pasties

With an assist from tech-
niques described by Vance
Packard, Marshall McLuhan
and ‘numerous other scholars,
the neon and the photographs
get the men and their wives or
dates inside where all drinks
are $1.50, just as they are in
many establishments on The
Block. But unlike The Block,
the topless district requires
each csufomer fo buy at least
two drinks at each establish-
ment where he stops.

For this added investment,
the customer sees girls who
appear to be about 10 to 15
years younger than the average
stripper on The Block,

He will see them without the
“pasties”  which are the
standard equipment used in
most places on The Block to
meet Liquor Board decency
rules.

Red Velvet Swings

He will also seem them with-
out constant gestures meant to

|suggest to customers on The

Block: that the performer is
about fo become bottomless as
well as topless. And the dances

|—if dances are the show—will
|be the Boogaloo, or the Ding-a-:
|Ling, rather than the ‘“‘exotic”
‘|bumps and grinds that prevail
on The Block. '

But dances are not alw,ay'srthe

.|show.

Body-painters, trampolinists,
and girls on red velvet swings
also find ways to earn a living
in the fopless city.

The shows range from simple

what higher concentration of

The neon which blinks on The|

San Francisco Outdoes The Block--And More

screens behind the staged
Mayor D'Alesandro, who was
talked into making a brief visit
to one of the topless clubs,
[quickly recognized that the ac-
_|tion was something other than
- |bumps and grinds. igan
But he also quickly decided
|that it was not his kind of enter-
-{tainment and headed for the
|Fairmont  Hotel, where  he
|stayed for the two nights of his
-|visit here to see mass transit
| facilities now being built here.
' Like The Block ,
“But this is not San Francis-
co’s version of The Block,” a
San Franciscan who had visited
Baltimore was quick to point
out to the tourists. “If you
want that it is two miles away,
at Ellis and Mason streets.”
For $1.25, a cab driver drove
directly to Ellis and Mason
streets, pointed down a street as
he opened the door and warned:
“‘Be sure you don’t go that way
—there’s a lot of girls, but most
of "em ain’t exactly girls.”
As promised, the bars in this
district were more like The

BLOCK SCENERY—Trash awaits pickup on Ga street just
north of Baltimore street, part of the seedy Block area.

Block.
The curtains were stained, the

and repetitious alternations of a
singer with a pair of topless
dancers atop a club’s bar to
elaborate musical productions.
Sugar Plums
At the Off-Broadway, the only
club with a sign promising “top-
less waitresses,” the featured
act of the moment is a half hour
reading from “A Visit from St,
Nicholas."

As the woman narrator tells
of sugar plums, two girls cos-
tumed—but still topless—as sug-
ar plums begin dancing through
the audience and across the
stage to the music of “The
Dance of the Sugar Plum
Fairy” from the ‘“Nutcracker
Suite.”

Minutes later, Santa Claus is
on stage guiding three topless
“reindeer.” :
-.Virtually all of the Broadway

‘ girls older, the dances “exotic,”
rate and more recently decorat-|the bars littered with ashes and
ed and furnished and better- the rest rooms not clean.

equipped for stage, sound and No.Drink Appeal
quip Drink Appeals
lighting than those on The Block| girls were stillp:opless but

in Baltimore. their dances were full of The
At The Gay 60's here where a|Block-style suggestions that bot-
girl in a gold-lame bikini dances|tomlessness was soon to follow.
as the “flame” in a giant simu-| When they finished dancigﬁ‘,
lated gas lantern high above the|however, the girls did not w:
sidewalk, the firs sight inside the{up and put their arms around
door is a topless dancer behind Svah%h Eﬁ?;me{iku:htz u;jrs rf;:;mg
the gilded bars of a gayly flow-|" wh
ered circus cage next to the bar. little drink, honey,” as they do

Parther Sutiio i - “|on The Block.
archer nSice,c Inine ainl . JEees o8 the rest rooms

lounge, a small lamp with a red|;,vo he tiled floors and walls
glass marks the center of the|which the Liquor Board is now
crisp white table cloth covering gradually getting Baltimore es-
each of the more than 150 tables. tablishments to install.
Body Painter And outside, even in the midst
As a body painter on stage|of what is said to be San Fran-
took advantage of a girl's top-|cisco’s version of e Block,
lessness fo create caricatures of|there were still no fpalm read.
Charley Brown, Snoopy, Maelers; bail bond 5, OF pawn

clubs are cleaner, more elabo-

-

West, and a Texas Ranger, mul-|shops.
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Repo Marihuana
Usage, Homdsexual

ActiVItY AN

By :om«' E. WOODRUFF
~ The Liquor Board permanent-
ly revoked the Jicense of che-
ro’s Cafe yesterday.
The board acted after a State
Police -undercover man

"|lgroups smoking marihuana,
|bought marihuana on the prem-
‘lises, arranged on the premmes
for the purchase of drugs and

|arranging or trying to arrange
dates and watched women danc-
ing with other women ‘and men
dancing with other men..
~ Owner Shakes Finger

~ Cpl. Frank LEM the un-
de%vef man, said that he and
Francis G. Salvato, the guard,
saw these and other sights while
visiting § Cicero’s regularly for
two mgnths last March and
April ap part of an investiga-
tion intp alleged smuggling of
dope i the House of Gorrec-

Salvatore < Cmero, the owrier

am 5
House of Correction guard ’testl-
|fied that they frequently saw|

|stolen goods, saw . honwsemls »

MARIHUANA DISCUSSION—Vincent Cicero
(left),__5§lvatore J. Cicero and former Sena-

i’igil At Cicero’s Causes Loss Of Liquor Permit

2 Undefcover Agents '

tor George W.

Della, their lawyer, hear wit- :
nesses tell of marihuana acti‘vities at Cicero’s. |

of the bar in the-500 block For-
rest street, appeared at the
hearing with his brother Vin-
cent, who manages the place at
night, and- George W. Della,
their lawyer.

The owner shook hlS ﬁnger at
David Shay, the board’s chair-
man, after the hearing and ar-
gued that the establishment
should be given ‘‘some time”

because ‘“‘about 740 people may|

AmT mr v-vn—-————"_’_l’;"

The ,QQLM 7L //;C/M

be out of ]obs” due to the imme-
diate revocation.

But Mr. Shay replied that the
board ‘has decided unanimous-
ly that this decision must
stand.” .
License Removed

Mr. Della told Mr. Shay that
the board’s decision would be
appealed, but minutes later,
three Liquor Board inspectors

se and instructed the em-

f C a2

ployees not to sell any alcoholic|
beverages.

As Herman W. Fornoff, the
chief inspector, and mspectors
Stanley F. Janowicz and Henry
Bowman waited for the bar-
tender to get the license from
the wall, a woman in a |
skin coat brushed by
rying a baby that had

arrived at the bar, took the li-|
cen

(Continued, Page C 11, Col. 1. 3)
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BIQCK FIGURE
[SINDICTHD

Check-Cashing On Gambling

Debts Is Alleged

(Continued from Page C 24)
prise involving gambling of-
fenges.” .

The firm was used to cash the
check drawn on a Richmond
bank for payment of a debt on
“gambling, betting and wager-
ing on sporting events in viola-

tion” of Federal law.

Weiss used the same method to
cash in Baltimore a $2,200
check that was sent in inter-
state commerce in violation of
Federal laws.

The final check reported dis-
covered by agents of the Feder-
al Bureau of Investigation and
detailed in the third count to-
taled $1,134. 1t was dated Nov-

‘lember, 1966.

Paul R. Kramer and Alan 1.
Baron, assistant United  States
attorneys, obtained the charges
from the jury. It was the third

lindictment handed down by the
_|special panel which has been

conducting' secret probes since
October. A
Wejss has not been arrested

*land His present address is un-
knl to Federal prosecutors.
They pbtained a bench gnant

{or hin, setling bail at :

The indictment of Weifs was
the third case handed by
the special jury under laws
which prohibit the interstate

‘|transportation of gambling

material. Earlier, the Supreme

|Court ruled illegal the use of

‘the gambling tax stamp law.

"The second count alleges that

5 7-14
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Blaze Starr is paying $40,000
The Block’s Two 0
has billed jtself for years as Iy-type shows wher, ' man

for_the “old homestead”
Clock Club|continue Mr, Goodman’s “fami-
"wher & man |

““The Home of Blaze Starr” 1 thout  being,
cause Baltimore’s premiere add a come.
dysiast has peeled there and will bring in top.
ly since she got her start 3

usiness, she herself will star

L —

Now the club is really going : ‘
to be her home, The Titian- before going back on ﬁgbnmp
tressed undresser is buying jt|and-g
for an announced $40,009, country,
Miss Starr, unde her rea]
name, Bella Fllclaminrg, has ap-! Miss Starr Plans to call on her
Plied to the City Liquor Boarq|Mmany friends
to transfer the license from Sol| ¢
n, Who has operated the |€XPects to
glub for 33 Bl
3 chance when " she
from the hills of West m

for the first six or eight weels|

and-grind circuit around {ne
"To Call Friends

and who gave :%%gmd‘

 She hit the pages
years ago dmi?
|ment with the ]

JQ_(‘SAMA“ l:
[o-1-68
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=ITY 10 ASK'
“QUICK-TAKE
- BLOCK ORDER

pdndeMnatioh Sought
To Start Building Of
~ Police Headquarters

" By JOHN B. O’'DONNELL, JR.

The city will seek court per-
mission today to take over
properties along a stretch of The
Block which includes the Florida
Bar and the Miami night club.
- Attorneys will file papers in
Superior Court asking for
*“quick-take” condemnation of
most of the properties on the

north side of the 600 block East| §
Baltimore street, and of the Mi-|
ami Club, which is on Frederick|

street just off Baltimore street.
Howard R. Owen, chief of the

the city needs the land immedi-|

¢ity’s Bureau of Inspection, said Q(mm.'e today toward “quick take” of bars and

SBLOCK BUSTER — Cify officials plan to‘ East Baltimore street where the new p ice

businesses on the north side of the 600 block

ately for the construction of the ©

new police department head-
quarters building.

The city will agree to allow
the property owners to remain
there through the holiday sea-
son, but will ask that they be or-
dered off the properties immedi-
ately after January 1.

: City’s First Move

The 400, 500 and 600 blocks of

East Baltimore, which togetHer

are known as The Block, ale
scheduled for demolition jo

make way for the police head-

quarters building and inner har-
bor redevelopment, but the
north side of the 600 block is the
first area in which the city has
moved.

In quick-take proceedings, the
city can deposit the appraised
value of a property with the
court, and then take over the
property while any disagree-
ment about that price is ironed
out in court.

William Hoffman, the assist-
ant city solicitor who prepared
the condemnation papers to be
filed today, said that the gcity
will deposit sums ranging from
$16,000 to $25,000 to cover|the
(Continued, Page C6, Coli7)

headquarters is to be built. This part of ¥he
Block is to be vacated after Newﬁ Yeak's.

C’ty Secks ‘Block’ Property\

(Continued from Page C 24) |
cost of taking over the eleven$500,000 in construction costs.

properties involved in the con-

demnation proceedings.

He also said that the Police
Department will have to vacate

The city filed court petitions|its present building, at the Falls-

last month seeking the condem-

way and Fayette streets, in

nation of the properties, but about 30 months, and that the

since then has decided to use the
quick-take proceeding rather
than follow the normal condem-
nation route,

Five Months Bonus

Mr. Owen said the city could

expect to take over the proper-
ties, and subsequently complete
construction of the $11,000,000
police building five months ear-
lier by using the quick-take pro-
ceeding,

estimated  construction
cosys are rising at the rate of 1
perjcent a month, and that the

construction of the new police
building is expected to take 24 to
30 months from the date con-
struction begins, =~

He said the city must acquire
The Block properties as sogn as
possible because the final design
of the police building’s founda-
tion cannot be completed until
further test borings are done on
those properties, .
_ The Police Department is be-
ing forced to vacate its hes
quarters because the buildi
is in the way of the Jones F.

move will save the city about

Expressway extension.
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“Is this Hitler? Are we living
in Germany? Won't we have
any rights?”

Mrs. Helen Greenberg was
angry, her voice pitched, the
quegtions flowing rapidly.

e was on the edge of her
chajr, next to an old desk in the
back room of a novelty sho
she ‘and her hushand, Michael,
operate on The Block.

The City’s Wish

If the city has its way, though,
they will not be there much
longer.

The Greenberg’s building is
one of the properties on the
north side of the 600 block East
Baltimore street the city wants
to demolish to make way for
the new Police Department
building.

1ty attorneys filed “quic

ock Merchant Reacts —
In Anger To ‘Quick-Take’

By John B. O’Donnell, Jr.

out of their buildings by early
next month and that any dis-
putes over prices for the build-
ings be settled later.

The Greenbergs do not want
to leave. They do not like what
the city is doing. The city, they
feel, neither understands i

Block.
Disagree On Price °_
They also do not like the price
it has offered for their building,
The city has offered $16,500.
The Greenbergs say they should
get $40,000
“Mike and I have been here

She talks non-stop, as though

lem go away.
“We struggled plenty, Many

ir
problems, nor understands The ||
&

35 years,” Mrs. Greenberg says.|:
talking might make the prpb-|-

(Continued, Page C1, 1)

fa proceedings in Superio
Cojirt last month, asking tha
th property owners he ordere

— -

their peoperty.

Block e __ 7

‘Iol .
B
P

Owner Of Novelty Store
Dislikes Quick-Take,
Dlsagrees On Price

(Continued from Page C 18)

e R

times, my engagement ring|
went ;nte pawn to pay the bills. | g

< “The buildings ~paid  for.
We’re senior citizens. And, all
of a"sudden, the city comes

Iongran& tells us it's going to &
ake ‘the. property and not give|

alf of ‘what it’s worth.”

“Sixteen thousand, five hun- :

dred*dvllars!” She almost spit
it out. £We’d have to go in debt
$20,000 to get another building
like it ==«

he “fhree-s

welldworn,*-plam shelves and
" counters - lining both sides of
the front room.
Typical Store ]
The store is a typical Block
novelty ‘Shop. It sells a wide
range - of “inexpensive merchan-

dise, much of it based on The|

agphstfpmgress but| ¥

ong and narrow, the bare ﬂobrs ‘

Block’s chief commodity—sex. | £ .~
Mrs, Greenberg is 63, a short,| “@uick take” proceedings

stocky woman, her grey hair o e

piled-neatly atop her head.  |nas,” says Mrs. Pefa

“W¢ strilggle along, and then| ‘What's so important there th
this Udmgg'akong and kills us,” they have to have paneled
e L

she says: =
: “Wl'gere am I going to get a
building?

i 'fﬁed To Pressman

nam . for? .

she married her 70-year-old

vﬁ‘ha‘t are we fighting in Viet-/band, David, half a cenfury
During the Depression, they
“North Vietnam wants to erated a lunchroom which

take. a quick-take of South Viet-|vertised, among other ing

nam, and that's what we're|«poer stew and a loaf of |
for a nickel.

1ghting. against.” .

Mrs., Pear]l Petasky, a friend
who, -with her husband, operates
a rooming-house a few doors|
away, sail

and showed us out. Said he

she had gone tolhave 40 tenants, who»:pay
City Hall to talk to Hyman A.[month board. A £ )
Pressman, the city comptroller.|and check-cashing busi

“He politely opened the door|on the ground floor,

Havelﬂ'i‘enm
They own two buildings

‘The city has offered

didn’t know anything about The $32,500, They claim they should

Block,” she said.

Mr. Pressman said several
Block property owners have
visited him but were intel
only in getting more money for

The matter is in court and out|clares
hands, he says
“A plush office, Pr

get $100,000,

where merchants help
er, they say.

The Block is a mc;eg




Are we living
n't we have

eenberg was
pitched, the
- rapidly.

edge of her
old desk in the
novelty sho
and Mlchaef

: Wlsh

s way, though,
there much

s building is

ties on the
block East

Department
filed “qui

Merchant Reacts—
nger To ‘Quick-Take’

By John B. O’Donnell, Jr.

out of their buildings by early
next month and that any dis-
putes over prices for the build-
ings be settled later.

The Greenbergs do not want
to leave. They do not like what
the city is doing. The city, t Y
feel, neither understands thgir
problems nor understands The
Block. |

Disagree On Price 2

They also do not like the price
it has offered for their building.

The city has offered $16,500.

get $40,000.
“Mike and I have been here

She talks non-stop, as though

lem' go away.
“We struggled plenty. Many
(Continued, Page C7, 1)

35 years,” Mrs. Greenberg says. |.
talking might make the prob- -

Bleck e

R

Ownet Of Novelty Store|

Dislikes Quick-Take,
Disagrees On Price

(Continued from Page C18)
times,” my engagement ring
went into pawn to pay the bills.

“The bulldmgs paid for.
We're senior citizens. And, all
of a™'sdidden, the city comes

long *and tells us it’s going to
ake ‘the property and not give
alf of ‘what it’s worth.”

“Sixteen thousand, five hun-
dred-dollars!” She almost spit
it out. “We'd have to go in debt
$20,000 to get another building
like it:~=+

another build-

The Greenbergs say they should|

i g |
ong amfnarrow the bare floors
well-worn, - p]am shelves and
" counters -lining both sides of

the front room.
Typical Store ‘
The store is a typical Block

in Superio
, asking tha
rs be ordered

© this ‘¢omes"along and kills us,”

——vof his hands, he says.

novelty “shop. It sells a wide
range-of “inexpensive merchan-
dise, much of it based on The
Block’s .chief commodity—sex.
Mrs. Greenberg is 63, a short,
stocky woman, her grey hair
piled-neatly atop her head.

“We struggle along, and then

she says’
' “Whexje am I going to get a
huﬂdfﬁg’
. Talked To Pressman
“What are we fighting in Viet-
nam - for? .

“North Vietnam wants to
take a guick-take of South Viet-
nam, and that's what we're
1ghting. against.” .

Mrs. Pearl Petasky, a friend
who, -with her husband, operates
a rooming -house a few doors
away, said she had gone to
City Hall-to talk to Hyman A.
Pressman, the city comptroller.

“He politely opened the door
and showed us out. Said he
didn't know anything about The
Block,” she said.

Mr. Pressman said several
Block property owners have
visited him but were interes
only in getting more money for
their p-operty.

The matter is in court and out

t against progress, but|
0 "’dﬁ"ﬁaﬂﬂﬂ: f |

ick take” proceedings én The Block the Greenbergs

has,” says Mrs. sk . A lot of little things add
“What's so important there tha: up to a big thing.”

they have to have paneled o£~ ~ She sighs. “You just can't
fices? Who's paying for ii?” |go and tell City Hall what hap-
Mrs, Petasky is 68 and sayspﬁm on The Block. They just
she has been on The Block since|don’t know . . . It isn’t all bad.”
she married her 70-year-old ]
band, David, half a

S| And they say they suspect that
the city, after evicting them and

During the Depresslon. they §

leveling their buildings, will let

never been insulted.

erated a lunchroom which ad- mf‘;mdl;e ffor a long ﬁlmmeked
vertised, among other things,| —¥riends of ours were knoc
“beef stew and a loaf of bread”|0ff the Fallsway twelve years
P ' nickel, ‘a(go Mr. Greenberg, 68, says,
and the place is still empty g
Have 40 Temmts | *“Are we schmols?” he asks.
They own two buildings and| “We're honest. We're not in-
have 40 tenants, who pay $40 a Volved in the bum politics,” he
month board. A gypsy pdrlor|answers.

e

and check-cashing busine afe
on the ground floor.

The city has offered them
$32,500, They claim they should|
get $100,000.

The Block is a nice place,
where merchants heIp each oth-
er, they say.

“I've been h; eﬁﬂyears :
clares Mrs. e¥ e

ve

“A plush office, Pre:sina

(fie merchants help
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SOUTH SIDE—Meanwhile, ac

|Block Clu

time.

scape in the 600 block East Bal-
timore street, and this ecrane
was browsing on the front wall
bricks of the Florida Bar like

In Wrecker's Shadow

By John Pappenheimer
The hqys from Al's Wrecking|Maybe they were the mourners
Corporation were having quite afor the seven- nightclubs that bit

They were leveling the land-|before.

Sunpapers phofo—Pearson
| ross the street, an exotic dancer
performs in a newly opened spot that used to he a pool hall,

bs Thrive

the dust last week and the week

Like The Tanks

The whole operation was mak-
ing quite a bit of noise and
raising a small dust storm.
It was the beginning of the
demise of Baltimore’s Block. It

sdme brontosaurus.

he spectators across the

Sffeet were’t saying anything,
——|tanks rumbling outside the city

was a little like watching the
before the siege.

looked as content as a kid in a
sandhox, and it didn’t take too
much imagination to see him
rumbling down the aisles of the
Gayety Burlesk Theater ten
years from now.

And this appears certain since
few have appeared to argue The
Block’s case against urban re-
newal,

Business 'Up |
Certainly not the merchants
and nightclub managers. The

tempy of business, they report is
pickijig up on what remains of

The Block, and they have their
hangs full just ringing in the
coins.

“All that urban renewal has|
done so far is to compress more|
bars into the 400 block,” said the

The man on the bulldozer|

[Continued, Page C 14, Col. 11 |

A~y

. “The way urban renewal is,

[Sonttnuad From Page C24]
owner of the pawnshop ~* Gay
and Baltimore streets. 3

it’ll be.10 maybe 20 years before
they~get around to closing this:
block down,” speculated the
m ~ of the Circus Bar,
San oltzman, He's been on
The Block for at least 25 years.
He and his compatriots are
not the kind of businessmen who
worry---about what’s going to
happen in the year 2000 or even
perhaps the year 1970. They ac-
cept urban renewal pretty much
the way people accept a dor-
mané-velcano when they are liv-
ing T one.
You eouldn’t have sold them a
berth on the last boat out of
Pompeii: You couldn’t have giv-
en atfdy reservations on Noah’s
Ark*with the water rising over

Lombard street.
. Seven Nightclubs

-the mandate came down
trovgg%e Board of Estimates to
take the 600 block East Balti-
mor® street, there were seven
nightelubs caught without a
place to relocate.

Didsthe managers seek to es-
tabligh” permanent businesses?
They-idid not; they scrambled
for $Melter elsewhere on The
Block into places that are only}
two or six or maybe ten years
away from demolition.

By the end of February the
Galley: Show Bar had reopencd
in a'‘¢onverted pool hall across
the street from its old site. On
the "same block the .Dia_mond
Club Show Bar was going into a
former light fixures store and
the Vollage Bar was going into a
shoe store. ‘

Corbi’s Restaurant and Ka
leen’s Musical Bar were moving
into a dry cleaning store in the
400 Hlock Baltimore street, and
the Pepper Hill Club was going
into'a pizza shop next door.

-~ Qld Pawn Shop

The Ritz Bar was going into a
clothing store at Gay and Balti-
more.streets, and the Miami|
Bar*was going into an old pawn
shop-a. few doors down on Gay
street™

0Of-the seven nightclubs evacu-
ated *February 10 all but the
Florida Bar has been relocated.

Above the Blood Bank, “Abe”
the .manager of the Diamond
Club Show Bar was alregd_y
thinking of the new image ofyhis
club.

“I’ll be the first second floor
bar on the block,” he said.

“Welll call it ... “The Staic-
way to the Stars.”

Alpgady that frantic Sunday
morning: when the music
stopped in the Diamond Bar was
a thimgof the past. 3

\2

= Kapid Shift
w«'n‘ in the Galley Show
Bar, manager Tom Perrera was
still Povering from the m‘
e 9 1
““Séven days it took us, seven:
days,” he sgid ‘about the quick
conversion of the Eight Ball
Pool Hall into a dim bar, so dim
you, | a spelunker’s lam
just.ef.see your way around.
“Weé're really going to have
quite~an atmosphere,” he said.
“Hof; would you like to be
str on this island?” he
chugkled, pointing out a mural
of women in various stages of
desfiabille. ke ;
£0ev Not Concerned Y
Hedidn’t seem too concerned
by the-fact that his new place on
the north side of the 600 block
Easf, Baltimore street was slated
to fall-to urban renewal within
two'iears. .
The.door of his bar was shut
against the dust from the wreck-
ing_across the street. But the
musit"was blaring and the girls
were dancing. -
- The Historians, Too
If3’ihe owners are uncon-
cerned,-so are the historians. |
If you would so much as haul
out=:a - surveyor’s sextant in
Mouny Vernon place every his-|i
torical society in town would pe
on the‘phone to the Mayor.
-when it comes to saving
the Gayety Burlesk Theater, not
50 as a peep has been
heafd:: £
“What’s historical about the
Gayety;” the director of the
Peale” " Museum wanted to
know,*it's just a common thea-

“Oh yes, maybe Gypsie R
Lee once played there,” he ¢
ceded, “maybe it is well

It-had been 2 AM. and the,
custemers and the girls had just
dispersed into the street, when a
large—crew headed by a man
knowni as “Mike the Greek”
moved in.

Whisky, the bar, booths, ta-
bles, mirrors all had to be taken
out and moved to a warehouse|:
before midnight of that same
day' M

It had cost Al zbout $10,000
more “than the approx:mate
$10,000 he had been given by
urban™fenewal to get back in
business, he said.
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