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Nyasha: So, Governor Mandel, in 1968 you were Speaker of the House [of Delegates of 

Maryland]? 

 

Gov. Mandel: Yeah. That’s right. 

 

Nyasha: And where did you live? 

 

Gov. Mandel: In 1968? I lived in Baltimore.  

 

Nyasha: In the city? 

 

Gov. Mandel: I was born and raised in Baltimore, and I lived in Baltimore at that time. 

Out in northwest Baltimore. 

 

Nyasha: And how old were you? 

 

Gov. Mandel: In 1968, I was forty-eight years old. I’m sorry, forty years old. 

 

Nyasha: Forty? 

 

Gov. Mandel: Yeah. 

 

Nyasha: Do you remember where you went for groceries, and clothes, and that sort of 

thing? 

 



Gov. Mandel: Back in those days? Right at Pimlico, in Baltimore. There was a shopping 

area there.  

Nyasha: I guess, since you were involved in a lot of things, you had a lot of interactions 

with people of other races? 

 

Gov. Mandel: Oh, all the time.  

 

Nyasha: So did you find that race played a part in your work?  

 

Gov. Mandel: Not as I personally was concerned, but I think it did play a part. I mean, in 

some of the things that happened, as far as the fires and the riots were concerned.  

 

Nyasha: And how would you describe the racial mood in Baltimore before the riots? 

 

Gov. Mandel: Well, because it was not long after Martin Luther King had died, had been 

killed, and there was a lot of unhappiness and people were upset about it. I happened to 

know him. I was one of those upset by the fact that he died.  

 

Maria: What about before Martin Luther King was assassinated, just in the years leading 

up to the riots, how was the racial mood in Baltimore? 

 

Gov. Mandel: It wasn’t as bad. I mean, it wasn’t great, but it wasn’t as bad as it became 

after he died. It became much, much worse.  

 

Nyasha: What do you remember about the moment when you heard Martin Luther King 

was assassinated? 

 

Gov. Mandel: I just thought it was terrible. I mean, how could you think otherwise? It 

was horrible. Until this day, I don’t think it’s an excuse to riot. I just think you can 

express your feelings in a lot of other ways, other than…as I started to say earlier, if you 

would have seen from the viewpoint of being in an airplane, flying into the airport, and 



see fires burning all over the place…it just looked like an old-time castle that was being 

attacked, and it was under heavy attack. It was terrible seeing the city where you were 

born and raised. 

 

Maria: Would you mind repeating, for the recording, that story about where you were 

when the riots started? 

 

Gov. Mandel: Well, that session of the legislature—as I said, I was speaker of the 

house—and that session of the legislature, we had passed legislation giving the governor, 

when he declared an emergency, extraordinary powers. And it still exists today. As we 

usually did, a group of us—eight or ten members of the legislature—went away for a 

week or so after the session was over, just to relax, and get back to work. We went down 

to St. Croix, so I was in St. Croix, when I got a phone call from the governor—it’s 

Governor Agnew—that that bill had not yet been signed. This was not long after the 

legislature had adjourned. The bill hadn’t been signed, and he wanted to get it signed 

because he wanted to use some of the powers that were in that bill. And I think we had 

passed it as an emergency bill, so it took effect immediately upon being signed. And 

under the Constitution of Maryland, the governor signs legislation in the presence of the 

speaker or the president of the Senate. 

 Well, I told him that I’d fly right back, as soon as I could get a flight. But in the 

meantime, I suggested that he talk to the attorney general to see if there was some way to 

handle that. And I immediately called and got a flight back that evening, to come back to 

Baltimore. And I did, but by the time I got back, that attorney general had already said 

that the speaker pro tem of the legislature could act in the place of the speaker when the 

speaker wasn’t present. He had signed the legislation, and it had gone into effect.  

 I immediate went over to the Fifth Regiment Armory, and that’s where the 

governor and the mayor, Mayor D’Alessandro, Tommy, “young Tommy,” was at the 

Fifth Regiment Armory at that time. They were asking the federal government to 

allow…to send in troops. And I don’t remember if it was 102nd Airborne or the 82nd 

Airborne, but one of those two was being sent to the city of Baltimore, half of the 

division. They were out already on the outskirts of the city. They can’t come into the city, 



however, unless the governor requests it. Governor Agnew was there, and he was asking 

the mayor, Tommy, if Tommy wanted the troops to come into the city. And I can 

understand, there was a lot of hesitancy on Tommy’s part. So finally, Agnew because 

very…upset, disgusted. He said, “Look, I’m going back to Washington.” I mean, “I’m 

going back to Annapolis,”—I’m sorry—“going back to Annapolis. If you make up your 

mind, give me a call.” And in the meantime, the attorney general of the United States was 

calling, and he was saying, in effect, “I can’t leave those troops sitting out on the 

highway. Either you have to ask them to come on or I’ll have to send them back to the 

camp, where they came from.” 

 So finally, after a lot of discussion, Tommy agreed that he wanted the troops to 

come in. In the meantime, the governor had declared a…what do you call it? Nobody 

could walk in the streets at night… 

 

Maria: Curfew. 

 

Gov. Mandel: He had put a…oh, there’s a word for it— 

 

Maria: Curfew? 

 

Gov. Mandel: Curfew in. He had put a curfew into effect that was to start that evening. 

So when Agnew called the attorney general of the United States, he told him, he 

immediately ordered the troops in. And I’ll tell you, it was a sight to behold, when they 

came into the Fifth Regiment Armory, I mean, the commanding general immediately 

took over, and I mean, literally, in twenty-five minutes he had that whole place 

organized. He just walked down there, “I’ll put my office here, I’ll put the 

communications here,” and just absolutely organized. And then they were having the 

troops fall in by company on the floor of the Fifth Regiment Armory. There was one 

company that was commanded, either a captain or a major, I don’t remember which he 

was. And he was the commanding officer of that company. He was black, and they were 

out on the floor, the press was around, and they were giving instructions to their troops as 

to what to do and how to handle the curfew. And the captain said, “If anybody’s walking, 



you order them to halt. If they don’t stop the first time, you order them to halt a second 

time. If he don’t stop the second time, shoot him.” 

 Well, a big gasp went up from the press and all—shoot him? And I’ll never forget 

it; he turned around and looked right at the press, and said, “Let me tell you something. 

See all those men in that company? They’ve survived fighting in Vietnam, and I’m not 

going to let them get killed on the streets of Baltimore.” 

 I’ve never forgotten that. And he just took charge, marched his men out, put them 

out on the streets. So at that time, there was a lieutenant of the state police who was there, 

Lieutenant…Tom Smith. Well, we decided to ride the streets to see—and this was later 

on, it was starting to get dark—to see if everything was under control. And Colonel 

Smith and I went out in the police car and we had a sergeant sitting in the back with a 

sawed-off shotgun. We were driving down Poplar Grove Street in Baltimore. There was a 

store there that had radios, televisions, all that sort of thing. And we were riding down 

there; as I said, it was just getting dark. There were three people that came out of that 

store—the window was broken; they were coming out of the front window carrying 

televisions, taking them out of the store. We stopped the car, and we chased them. And I 

heard the sergeant pull back on his shotgun. And afraid he was going to shoot, because 

they wouldn’t stop; they were running, carrying this stuff, then they started throwing 

radios on the side. They carried the television. And Tom Smith and I were chasing ‘em, 

and he was right behind us. We caught two of ‘em, but we didn’t catch the third. We took 

‘em into the Western Police Station; we arrested ‘em and took them into the Western 

Police Station and had ‘em charged. The place was unbelievable. I mean, there were 

people all over the whole police station, just loaded with people that had been arrested 

and charged with violating the curfew, charged with breaking and entering.  

There was one thing that happened after we released them to the police at the 

station.  We went back in the car and rode back to East Baltimore, around through there. 

And we’re riding down; it’s pretty well under control, when one woman came out of her 

front door screaming. And what she was screaming is, “I just killed him. I just killed 

him.” Lieutenant Tom Smith stopped the car and ran over to see what the problem was. 

And she had; she stabbed her husband. Killed him. So he arrested her. I mean, but that 



was how the mood was; everybody was all upset, everybody was fighting with everybody 

else.  

The reason why I tell you about Lieutenant Tom Smith was that after I became 

Governor, he was appointed the Colonel of the State Police; he ran the state police. He 

was the first person who was a member of the state police appointed as a commanding 

officer. And did one heck of a job. But that was the kind of experience we had; for the 

next two days, we were constantly on the streets riding around, just to make sure 

everything was quieted down and all.  

 

Maria: Did you ever go home? 

 

Gov. Mandel: I went home that night. After we got done, it was around one o’clock in 

the morning; we’d been riding through the city and all. I went home, out to my place, and 

early the next morning I came back down to the Fifth Regiment Armory, where they had 

set up their command post, as you’d call it. Everything was being directed from there. 

But the city, it was a terrible mood in the city at that time. It was very bad, unfortunately. 

But that’s about—unless you have any questions, about the fact, of the 

involvement…once they put the curfew on, things settled down, became fairly quiet. The 

fires, we put out…everything didn’t return to normal for a long time. But it started to 

settle down so it could be properly managed. It was tough times. 

 

Maria: I do have a couple questions. You said you knew Dr. Martin Luther King? 

 

Gov. Mandel: Well, I had met him. 

 

Maria: You’d met him? 

 

Gov. Mandel: When I was Speaker of the House, at a function; I think it was over in 

Washington. I didn’t know him personally, as in working with him, but I knew him. And 

he was a fine person. It’s just a damn shame that that had to happen. Because he would 

have had a very calming influence on the whole problem. 



 

Maria: Were you in St. Croix when you heard about the assassination? 

 

Gov. Mandel: No. No, I think we had just about gotten there; I think we had only been 

there for a day or so when this all started to happen. I think we were still in…when he got 

assassinated, I was still around here. 

 

Maria: Do you remember, when you heard about the assassination, did you ever imagine 

that something like this would happen? 

 

Gov. Mandel: No. I never thought…I was born and raised in Baltimore; I was born in 

East Baltimore, when I was three years old, my family moved out to Northwest 

Baltimore. So I was born and raised, and my education and everything else was in 

Baltimore. And we just didn’t seem to be having any problems early on. But then when 

this happened, everything…just blew apart.  

 

Maria: How do you think Baltimore changed afterwards? 

 

Gov. Mandel: That whole incident resulted in Governor Agnew becoming Vice 

President of the United States. And I’m telling you, that’s a fact. The day after, he called 

the black community together—the leaders of the black community—and raised holy hell 

about everything that had happened. It hit all the newspapers, and became a prime story. 

And at the next convention, when they were nominating people to run for president, he 

was nominated for vice president. And that was part of the reason; that story that was in 

the papers contributed to his becoming the Vice President of the United States. That’s a 

fact. People don’t realize, but that’s a fact. 

 

Nyasha: So you’re saying that the fact that he called the black leaders together— 

 

Gov. Mandel: The fact that he raised all the hell that he did, and then it was played up in 

all the newspapers, not just in Baltimore, but all over…when they had the convention, 



when they nominated Nixon, when the vice president was to be nominated, Nixon—I 

mean,  Agnew was suggested to Nixon as a candidate, and to satisfy the senator…I can’t 

remember his name anymore, from the southern United States. He nominated Agnew. I 

know because I got a call right after they had their meeting. Senator Louise Gore from 

Montgomery County was responsible for putting that together. She was Al Gore’s cousin, 

and she was a Republican. Agnew was a Republican, and she took him to Nixon. It’s 

very fascinating, a riot resulting in a vice president.  

 

Maria: Did you know any…were you acquainted with any business owners at that time?  

 

Gov. Mandel: I knew most of them. Sure. Down on Baltimore Street, around through 

that area.  

 

Maria: What areas do you think were hit the hardest? 

 

Gov. Mandel: Down—every place but Little Italy. Down in West Baltimore was hit very 

hard, down West Baltimore Street, around through there. Little Italy never had a problem. 

And the reason they didn’t is that the people down in Little Italy, the store owners and 

restaurant owners, just took their guns and went out on the sidewalks, and stood there. 

And said, “Anybody comes across the line, we’re gonna take care of ‘em.” Nothing was 

really disturbed in Little Italy. But the rest of the city, yeah. A lot of problems. East 

Baltimore and West Baltimore.  

 

Maria: Do you remember any businesses in particular that were hit really hard, or never 

came back? 

 

Gov. Mandel: No, not in particular. I know the furniture stores, a couple furniture stores 

out on West Baltimore Street that were torn apart, literally. In that whole area, out on 

West Baltimore Street, there was a lot of looting and rioting. Along Poplar Grove Street, 

that I’m talking about, that was taking place. Where were rode down, there. It was a 

terrible time. 



 

Maria: How did race relations in Baltimore change after the riots? 

 

Gov. Mandel: I think it took a little while to get it back on track. Well, it did. Yeah, 

Tommy, who was a good mayor, Tommy D’Alessandro; his dad had been mayor. I knew 

his dad and I knew him. He was a good mayor and he went out of his way to try to restore 

good relationships and all that sort of thing. And it just calmed down, and I think he 

helped…the mayor…and the city council, members of the legislature, all helped, and 

worked to try to bring the people back together again as we were able to do. And then 

that just grew after things had calmed down. But it took a while to calm ‘em down, it 

really did. There was just a lot of ill feeling all over the place. A terrible time.  

 

Maria: [to Nyasha] Do you have other questions? 

 

Nyasha: Did you watch any TV coverage of the riots? 

 

Gov. Mandel: Yeah. Yeah, I saw some.  

 

Nyasha: Do you think it was accurate? 

 

Gov. Mandel: The TV coverage? Yeah, I thought the real news coverage, in the 

newspapers, was fairly accurate; it was a little too…it helped to increase the riots; it 

helped to stir the people up. Made it look like it was black against white and that sort of 

thing. Just stirred it up. Didn’t help. The news media—the printed news media. Not 

television; television was just showing that actual sights of this burning, that burning, all 

that sort of thing. I thought the news media…I think you had three newspapers then at 

that time. You had the Baltimore Sun, morning and evening, and you had the News-

American, which was printing one edition every day, the Baltimore News-American, and 

you had the Baltimore Post, which later became the News-Post. So they all were covering 

it, of course. I think that the coverage accentuated, increased the amount of problems 



over and beyond what it would have been. That was my feeling then; it’s my feeling 

today.  

 

Nyasha: Do you know of any other parts of Maryland that were affected by Martin 

Luther King’s death or by the riots? 

 

Gov. Mandel: Not as badly as Baltimore. Nowhere near. In southern Maryland, and 

western, and Prince George’s County, Montgomery County and all through that area, 

they didn’t have anywhere near the problem that you had in Baltimore. Now, close to 

Washington, they did have some problems. Right on the border area there. But that’s 

about it. Baltimore was the principal place that had trouble. You’ve got to remember, 

back in those days, Baltimore was a much bigger city than it is today. It was closer, I 

would say, to 900,000 people than 600,000. That’s almost a million people in Baltimore 

at that time. So Baltimore seemed to be more in the spotlight than it would be today. 

Anything else? 

 

Maria: I don’t have anything else. 

 

Nyasha: Is there anything you remember about the National Guard? Did you have any 

conversations with some of the men; did they tell you anything? 

 

Gov. Mandel: Well, the National Guard didn’t play as big a role; they played a role, but 

when they brought in the federal troops, the National Guard was sort of supplanted as the 

primary group protecting the city. So there were…yeah, I knew the National Guard; they 

were based at the Fifth Regiment Armory. But they didn’t play as big a role, in my 

opinion, as the Airborne Division did. That was unusual, to have the 82nd…Airborne 

Division coming into the city, just flocking into the city. That was an unusual sight. 

Something you never forget.  

 

Nyasha: Do you think things would have been different if you were Governor at that 

time?  



 

Gov. Mandel: Well, it might have been handled a little differently. Would I handled 

it…yeah, I would have handled it a little differently. When we had trouble on the 

campuses of the University of Maryland, I had to put the National Guard there. And I did, 

right away, to calm it down, and it did calm it down. I think I might have just moved a 

little faster to get things under control, but I think they did a good job, comparatively. 

Putting in the curfew, and all that sort of thing, to bring it under control. And the curfew 

really did have the effect of keeping people off the streets, so you didn’t have as many 

problems.  

 

Maria: I actually do have one more question: when you went home, those evenings, do 

you remember any reaction or any…what the impression was in your home 

neighborhood, your family and your neighbors at home? 

 

Gov. Mandel: Well, everyone was devastated. I mean that, very seriously. Where I lived, 

out Park Heights Avenue, in the city, at first they didn’t quite understand what was 

happening. I mean, something that most people never visualize is having this taking 

place. But then, when it did happen, everyone was sort of afraid to go out, to venture out 

into the streets and all, so there wasn’t much traffic and there wasn’t much of anything 

going on. I just thought that in my area, there was no damage done, frankly. But at the 

same time, they were scared to death that it could explode out into the outer reaches of 

the city. And it didn’t, as far as I know. There might have been a few areas where it did—

East Baltimore or Southwest Baltimore—but not where we were. 

 

Nyasha: Do you think something like this could ever happen again in Baltimore? 

 

Gov. Mandel: In Baltimore? It could happen anywhere, depending on the circumstances. 

I mean, the mood blew up back in those days. No excuse for it. Really, I mean that, very 

seriously. Martin Luther King was a great person, but so was Jack Kennedy. But you 

didn’t have that kind of reaction when Jack Kennedy got killed. And he was President of 

the United States. You had some problems, you had some little trouble spots, but not a 



massive riot like you had in Baltimore. So, yeah, I think there’s a possibility that it could 

happen again. But the laws are there, the controls are there; it would rapidly be brought 

under control. Very rapidly.  
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