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Informant:  Well you know what, what I really remember about the riots was from an 

eight year old perspective; I was eight years old when Doctor King was assassinated and 

I can remember, the, everybody in my family, when the news hit, we just burst out 

crying, we were um, we um everyone was upset um right then, not long after the riots 

started, I can remember my mother begging for um my brothers not to go out, I had 

brothers that were twelve and thirteen years older then me.  She was begging for them not 

to go out the night of the curfew.  I guess a lot of what I remember was the anger that 

went through my family.  Everybody was so angry that here was a man that represented 

peace and the struggle in terms of the civil rights movement and this man was 

assassinated and everybody knew, everybody in the black community knew that the 

United States government was behind the assassination of Doctor King, that’s how we 

felt in the community.  They knew that they wanted him dead.  It was that kind of anger 

and the whole community was angry about that, so as it turned out, I remember also that 

the neighborhood after the riots because um during the curfew everything was shut down 

and you had to be in the house at a certain time.  Well, I remember coming out from 

Emerson Avenue, we would catch the bus at the junction.  We lived in Fairmount and 

coming into the junction, if you walked into the junction, there were national guards, 

troops everywhere, trucks everything.  The junction looked like it was tore up, we rode a 

fifteen bus, we rode down Emerson Avenue to Poplar Grove and from Emerson and 

Passon Street areas.  I remember Emerson Avenue was tore up…looked like a war had 

come through somewhere.  I remember the fear I felt looking.  My mother had to come 

me down on the bus.  My mother held my hand extra tight because we didn’t have the 

experience of army, national guardsmen everywhere.  So, um, and then I guess I came 

from a family that also processed and debated things going on, debated why he was killed 

him, all about that, all that energy was going on in the community, in my own family and 

it was just a very, very, very tense and tough time for all of us in the African American 

community here in Baltimore and I guess really all over the country and really all over 

the world. 

 

Interviewer: The social, economic impact? 

 

Informant: See, you wouldn’t ask me that, see my perspective would be from that of a 

child.  You know, and what a child felt like because really I was recounting feelings that I 

like then.   

 

Interviewer: I remember you said your brother did go out even though grandma asked 

them not to go out.  They did go out.  And do you remember people that actually 

participated in the riots and do you remember seeing you know? 

 

Informant: I don’t really remember seeing anything, but I remember, I can remember 

everybody, I remember conversations that everybody was having, begging their sons, 

everybody was begging their sons not to go out.  It was a, it was a, everybody, what the 

terror that was in my family was the same as everywhere.  Most of, I know for my 

brothers, everybody felt like they had to do something.  You know, when you are 

disenfranchised and feel powerless, when people feel like that, whatever you can do to 
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show anomy, whatever you can do to be in charge, you know, um, is what happens.  

That’s for any oppressed people on the planet Earth, wherever it is, if you are in Ireland 

or if you are anywhere.  Oppressed people, the way they respond to feeling powerless is 

to by any means necessary to gain that power and to take over what is going on.  It comes 

out the way it comes out.  This riot represented the rage.  I felt it in my own house.  But it 

wasn’t just in my house, it was in every family, I think across this nation.  Every family 

felt the anger and rage of the death and assassination and murder of Doctor King, so um, 

you know and that’s what it was rage, it was outrage.  It was like, this is one more thing 

you can’t take, it was enough our children were being murdered and the four little girls.  

You know, that was enough.  And on top of that, Doctor King, it was just horrendous.  I 

can remember that before the riots, you could go into the store and hand your money and 

buy whatever you wanted to buy.  There were no gates on the store and you know the 

fronts were pretty much open and after the riot it got to be where there were store fronts 

with gates to pretty much shut and lock um um, there were this bullet proof windows 

started to come up in corner stores, when you wanted to purchase something, there was 

this bullet proof glass between you and the store owner.  Um, so that changed.  Many of 

thee um, the white store owners, many of them closed down the stores and weren’t there 

anymore and didn’t open up their stores in the community anymore.  And um, and then 

the devastation of just the community, everything was tore up and it was interesting that 

many of those things were never even rebuilt even, you know, because when any kind of 

tragedy hits a community anywhere, there should be some kind of rebuilding of that 

community.  That never happened in our community.  It was interesting that with 

Katrina, they are not rebuilding that either.  I think that um, it’s like an um a boil, you 

know what I mean.  An ooze and puss sore.  It’s hurting’, hurting’ and finally it’s erupts 

and after all the ooze and puss and craziness comes out of that boil, then the healing 

process can really start.  Then you really get a chance to see what is inside of it.  I think 

America had been living under this illusion and pain for so long and African Americans 

born here in America, we had been living under this for so long and it finally erupted and 

the healing process had to begin for us as a community.  I do think that that happened, but 

I think in some ways, integration was very very helpful for us in terms of human beings 

coming together, but on the other hand, the people that could really make changes in our 

communities started coming out of our communities moved out of the community.  The 

people we looked to, doctors and lawyers, professional people that not only lived in the 

community weren’t there anymore.  And um, we stop buying with each other.  We 

needed those stores in the community that you could, you know, buy, I think you know 

the money goes around one time.  I think in other communities, the money goes around 

eight or nine times before it goes to another community.  And um, you know, I guess, 

you know, the riots represented um, I don’t know, I’m getting lost here, um, things shut 

down, everything, stores were shut down, stores that were owned by white people and… 

 

Interviewer: That was a question I had… 

 

Informant:  Yeah, there were stores that were owned by white people, so when they made 

money, they took it back to their community.  At that point, much more healing could 

have happened if those stores, economically, we could have rebuilt our community.  

Where some of those stores that black people started owning those stores and had places 
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where we owned cleaners and you know, corner stores and things where that right here in 

our community where people could serve each other.  Of course, right after the riots you 

see, right after we started to rebuild you see, folks in our community who knew what to 

do to rebuild the community, drugs hit our community, heroin hit our community, it was 

very purposely hit our community.  The same thing happened with Vietnam and the 

Vietnamese.  It was a very old tactic that is used to disenfranchise the power and take it 

away. 

 

Interviewer:  The civil rights movement, did it end with Doctor Martin Luther King? 

 

Informant: Well, um, you see, the civil rights movement didn’t end up with death of 

Martin Luther King, you see, I don’t believe so, nor did the nationalist movement.  It’s 

hard to understand that we have to connect with our people all over the world.  Africans 

in Brazil, Africans in Cuba, Africans on the continent of Africa.  Having an 

understanding of that, if you were going to connect, we had to connect with our family 

from all over the planet.  

 

Interviewer: But would you say that Doctor King’s approach of non-violence, that after 

his death, that was like the turn of events where blacks said this non-violent approach was 

not the solution?  It was not working? 

 

Informant:  I think that um, I think that after the um the death of Doctor King that um that 

those people who believed in non-violence, I’m not going to say that they stop believing 

in it and stopped practicing it because many people did.  It singled a time where people 

said enough is enough that when the US realized that black people were not African 

people were not going to stand for any kind of treatment.  We were not going to lie down 

and take it anymore like that.  At the party, the African revolutionary party, it singled a 

time that a portion of our community that believed in non-violence, there is a portion that 

believes that has our justice by any means necessary.  I believe that both of ideologies 

brought us to today and let America know that we got something to deal with.  So… 

 

Interviewer: I had that during the time of riots, members of the Panther party were 

handing out leaflets and mobilizing and you know what I mean… 

 

Informant: I was a little girl at that time.  I really don’t remember exactly what was going 

on with that, it would be like hear say.  Changing climate in America.  At some point, the 

anger got to be too much and you know… 

 

Interviewer:  The oppression of security? 

 

Informant: There were a lot of older people in my family that really felt that you know, 

were certainty in the agreement with non-violent resistance, I don’t have a problem with 

non-violence anyways because it is certainty a form of resistance, certainty the younger 

generation, they felt like America will ask other people to be non-violent when America 

is violent, they will ask other people for non-arms and to put weapons away and yet, they 

have weapons.  They will ask for other people in other countries to not have nuclear 
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weapons even and they will have them.  You know, you cant, so many people felt like 

you know, one of thee um, you know, the right to bear arms, people who had arms to 

protect themselves, many people felt it was their rights, as is the right of anyone else to 

protect themselves.  And if you feel, at that point, people felt like we were under siege.  

When it came to the point where, that’s a normal response, when you are held under 

siege.  When you feel like the life of your family and the life of your people is being 

threatened, advertly threatened.  That is a very normal response to retaliate.  You know, I 

got a feeling, it’s like, if you go to umm…any place in the world, where people are 

oppressed and feel disenfranchised, Irish first came here they were really badly, Irish 

people were killing other Irish people.  When Italians first came here, they were treated 

really, really badly, and so bad, that many of them changed their names, what were they 

doing, they were killing other Italians because they were disenfranchised and oppressed, 

but one generation after they immigrated over here, they were able to upgrade their 

economic situation, and of course, during that time, it changed very little during the turn 

of the century, dealing with economically and feeling oppressed that the response was a 

response that people have had from all over the world.  People say black on black crime, 

but when you go to China, Chinese are killing other Chinese people.  So the people that 

live around you.  So you know, the fact that this was, even in destroying our community, 

we didn’t own anything in that community, we didn’t own stores in the community, very 

few of us did.  Economically, most people were renting.  It was our community and it 

wasn’t our community.  Suffering from post-traumatic slave syndrome, the trauma never 

got any, all of us should be going into therapy right now.  None of us got therapy.  You 

are talking about uh just horrendous things that we watched over time and we never 

perched ourselves with that pain.  In a way, we are just started to do that with movies like 

Saint Coffa, like that, it got handed down from generation to generation and then the 

media, the 30s, 40s, even the 50s, the way they portrayed African American people was 

terrible.  I can remember growing up thinking that people that lived in the 20s and 30s, 

everybody walked around with their eyeballs in their head and weren’t able to speak and 

as a little girl, I can remember feeling like that and I remember my own personal anger 

that in 15 and 16 and I started reading about Dubois, these great thinkers and I never 

knew about them growing up.  All I saw was these real exaggerated, crazy images of 

black people in America making us look like stupid.  Growing up with that feeling all of 

your life, that is some compounded trauma, if you will. 

 

Interviewer:  There were some recent things going around… 

 

Informant:  You know, there were people that lived through that.  It’s a postcard, but 

people lived through lynching.  People lived through that trauma of actual lynching and 

all of them, all of those stories, and even if you didn’t endure it, those stories were told to 

us in our family, so we didn’t forget.  I can remember one time when I was like 17, I 

wanted to travel down South alone and my mother was like “Girl, be careful, they lynch 

people”  And I remember riding through Lynchburg and I was like “Whoa” because those 

are the things that you remember.  Those are the things, the tapes that play in your head 

over and over again.  We had to know as children who our potential enemy was.  We had 

to know that.  And I don’t know how our parents were able to do it.  Our parents were 

able to teach us to love unconditionally because my mother was real loving and real 



Submitted by: Christina Schuyler 

December 10, 2006 

Transcript  

peaceful.  She taught me to love unconditionally and know who my enemy was at the 

same time.  That dicanomy in this thing, you knew, that you could only go but so far.  

You had to know who your enemy was, but there were white people who were beautiful 

people individually, but what she said we were fighting against was white supremacists.  

Was the system of white supremacists.  Many people, white people, have inherited that 

terrible demon.  Their children have inherited it.  But there are individual white people 

that are very loving.  Most of our mothers to taught us how to love human beings, but 

keep your eye open for who are enemy are.  *Laughing* 

 

Informant:  You know it’s not over, it’s not, you know, we have churches on every 

corner, we own stores, we have black mayors and black governors in many states and yet, 

we still, in terms of money, we have the largest middle class now that we’ve ever had, 

there is still this great divide.  When you go to schools, especially here in Baltimore City, 

when you go to schools in Baltimore City, predominantly African American people go to.  

They don’t have books, toilet paper, they don’t have heat.  Schools are definitely as far as 

I’m concerned separate and unequal.  We have a school system that teaches history from 

a European perspective.  We have a school system that our children can’t themselves in.  

You know, recently, they have done things with a multi-cultural curriculum.  Its just all 

kind of things that you um, if we um, if we truly have a multi-cultural space as African 

American month, and some white people still get mad that we have that, but if we don’t 

have that, the reason for having that is the real history is not in the history books.  We 

have inventors that should be in the history books with all the other inventors.  All the 

Lois Latamors…PP Downing should be right there with them.  I heard that the MD State 

Archives that there is no recorded history of the riots of 1968 and if that is true, that is a 

crying shame.  That is a part of our history that we should not ever, ever, ever forget.  We 

shouldn’t forget. 




