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Albania acted yesterday to
withdraw from the Communist
Warsaw Pact.

The Albanian news agency
ATA and the state Radio Tir-
ana said Premier Mehmud
Shehu called on the Albanian
People’s Assembly to vote for
withdrawal on the ground that
Albania has “long been ex-
cluded” (in effect) from the
treaty and the time has come
to get out. The all-Communist
Assembly will vote Friday and
its approval is a foregone con-
clusion.

Ttalian Communist Party,
Luigi Longo. said the world
Communist conference

nor opportune nor perhaps
even possible” because of the
invasion of Czechoslovakia.
These doubts were expressed
as Moseow indicated it wanted
to go ahead with the confer-
ence.

Premier Shehu, whose coun-
try is the enly Eastern Euro-
pean ally of China, accused
the Soviet Union of “aggres-
|sion™ against Czechoslovakia.

He said Moscow  has
changed the Warsaw Pacl
“from a peace trealy into a
treaty of enslaving war, from
a treaty of defense against im-
perialist aggression into an ag:
gressive treaty against the so-
cialist countries themselves."

Actually, Albania has been
excluded {from the Communist
military alliance since 1961
when the Sovicts broke with
the tiny Balkan country over
its support of China in the
ideological dispute between
Moscow and Peking. Since
then, Albania and the Soviet
Union have continually quar-
reled over ideology.

Longo, the Italian Commu.
nist leader, said his Party

Meanwhile, the leader of the ;

planned for November in Mos- |
cow would be “neither useful:
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rwould support a Communist
| summit only if it served to fos-
ter agreements on common
problems, not create splits or
deepen existing ones. .
The Italian Party had seri-
ous reservations about a Com-
munist summit even before
the Czechoslovak ecrisis, com.
‘plaining that the Soviet Union
'was demanding hegemony
-over other parties.

Longo, whose remarks ap-
{peared in the Communist ideo-
llogical organ Rinascita, reiter.

ated his Party's opposition to
‘the invasion of Czechoslovakia

‘and said occupation troops
:should be withdrawn to pre-
‘vent a return to the cold war
jand a drift to the right in the
'West.

Longo said that regardless
of differences on individual is-
sues the Italian Communist
Party, largest in the Waest,
would never move away from
its “solidarity” with the other
Communist countries. But he
added that “for us there does
not and cannot exist a guid-
ing party or state, nor can
there be one or more central-
ized managements of the inter-
national Communist move.
ment.”

Pravda, the Soviet Commu-
nist newspaper, today printed
an article by Jacque Duclos, a
veteran Frener Communist
leader, describing the Novem-
ber meeting as vital for the
consolidation of “progressive
forces” throughout the world.
Western observers in Moscow
caw publication of the article
as a sign the Kremlin was still
interested in the meeting de-
spite opposition hy several na-
tional Communist Parlies to
the invasion of Czechoslova-
kia.

In Paris, Duclos said he
wrote the article for a French
Communist paper before the
invasion.
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