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OPEN HOUSING CONFERENCE
Morgan State College
Saturday, October 25, 1969

Those meeting in conference on this day respectfully
request Governor Mandel to declare the week of February 22,

1970, (following Brotherhood week) as OPEN HOUSING WEEK.

Those meeting in conference on this day call upon the
religious community, the business community, the labor com-
munity, governmental agencies, fair housing councils, civic,
sororital and fraternal organizations and individual citizens
in Maryland to participate in the observance of OPEN HOUSING
WEEK.

Those meeting in conference this day call upon the
Leadership Council For Fair Housing In Maryland to set up a
special committee to accomplish the OPEN HOUSING WEEK observ-

ance. The above areas of community life would be invited to

have representation on this committee. Baltimore Neighborhoods,

Inc., the Maryland Commission on Human Relations, the Balti-
more City and the county Human relation commissions, will be

asked to be especially helpful in this endeavor.
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House Bill 1090

A. This bill which establishes the Maryland Community Development
Administration was passed by the General Assembly, was signed by
the Governor and petitioned to referendum by the Maryland Lobby.

B. A case was brought to court, by a group including the League of
Women Voters, C.P.H.A., B.N.|l. and other concerned groups declaring
the petition illegal. Judge W. Albert Menchine refused to hear
the case to keep it off the ballot.

C. It was put on the ballot and lost by 7.7% of the people voting for
governor which does not appear to be a clear mandate.

D. Judge Kenneth C. Proctor heard the case and declared the petition
illegal on the basis of actual fraud.

E. Two '"Ripper' bills are now before the General Assembly, H.B. 422 and
S.B. 821 trying to repeal H.B. 1090.; - -

F. In both the House of Delegates and the Senate, two readings have
taken place, House Bill 422 being barely passed and Senate Bill 821
being barely defeated both times. The third reading, the decisive
one, will be coming up this week.

Please notify your delegate, senator, and even the govenor by letter,
post card, or telegram (opinion-gram $1.00 15 words) of your stand:

For our district, they are:

Delegates: Mr. George Price (R)* Maryland House of Delegates
Mr. Robert Stroble (R)* Baltimore County, District #3
Mr. C. A. Porter Hopkins Annapolis, Maryland

House Minority Leader (R)*

Senator: Mr. Jervis Finney (R)*
Maryland General Assembly
Annapolis, Maryland

% These men have voted against H.B. 1090 and are for the two '"Ripper! bills.




LUTHERVILLE - TIMONIUM - COCKEYSVILLE

FAIR HOUSING COUNCIL

April Meeting. April 15, 1971

""THE BALTIMORE COUNTY COMMUNITY RELATIiONS COMMISSION:
ITS FUNCTION. ORGANIZATIiON AND RESPONSIBILITIES."

Speaker:

Mr. Robert B. Green, Jr.
Chairman, Housing Sub-committee
"Baltimore County Community
Relations Commission

When: April 15, 1971, 8:00 P.M,

Where: Epiphany Epispocal Church, 2216 Pot Spring Road

Directions: . From intersection of York Road and Timonium Road go east.
At second stop light make a left onto Pot Spring Road
and go partway up the hill. The church is on the left
(west side) going north.

NOTES:

1. See back for information on House Bill 1090.

2. The public is encouraged to attend meeting of the Baltimore County

Community Relations Commission on the last Wednesday of each month

in Room 106 of the County Office Bldg.

3. Keep this date open - next meeting, May 20.

,TIM,L,__ |
4. A book to ponder over - BECAUSE IT IS/RIGHT “by J. Hecht.
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Fair Housing in Maryland and the

Sponsored

the Leadership Council for

Morgan Urban Studies Institute
with the special help of
Baltimore Neighborhoods, Ine.
and
The Maryland Commission on
Human Relations

To bring leaders of

leaders of Black civie, religious, fraternal and
scrorital organizations together in order to fa=-

cilitate the creati
in Maryland. (Speci
Baltimore area.)

1PM-5:30

the Fair Housing movement and

on of an open housing market
al emphasis on the Greater

Registration

Word of Welcome by
George Laurent,
Convenor of the
.Leadership Council
& by a representa-
tive of Morgan State
College.
Presentation of
Social Security's
new Fair Housing
Program & Housing
Referral Service,

lo O WL j
2-2:15
"The Challenge of

1-1:30 | 2:15-2:30 ] 2:30-2:45 |

Whites"

Parren J, Mitchell,
Associate Director,

o

"A Challenge
to Concerned
Blaeks" _

Roscoe R, Nix, Chief,
State & Local Agencies,

| -

Urban Studies Center,
Morgan State College &
President, Baltimore
Neighberhoods, Inec.

b 2
2433 ”

Questions & Answers

U.S. Department of
Justice, Community Re-
lations Service. Former
Executive Director,
Maryland Commission on
Human Relations.

o 3-3:30

et

¥y

Coffee Break =
Coffee served in
Discussion Rooms.

2

b)
c)

d)

Discussion Groups 5:50"5:30

a) a Fair Housing representative oresents

work of Fair Housing Councils,

Black Community evaluates & makes suggestions
discussion of how interested Black groups &
Fair Housing Councils might work together
additional suggestions collected for passing
on to conference steering committee

———Iﬁ

New Opportunities
in Fair Housing,"
James Harvey,
Executive Director
Housing Opportuni=-
ties Council of
Metropolitan Wash- -

ington. ;’

cussion.

complaint of most conference attendees is

that not enough time is allowed for dis=-
cussion. Groups, however, will dismiss individ-
ually so that an individual group may disband
before 5:30 p.m. if it has finished its dis-

Qhours are provided for discussion since the




[Associafe SPONSOrS * * & & * * *

'Baltimore Community Relations Commission/ Alpha Phi Alpha/ Baltimore
Neighborhoods, Inc./ Baltimore County Human Relations Commission/
Clifton S, Murray/ Woodlawn Area Workshop/ Alpha Kappa Alpha Soroity,

§ Epsilon Omega Chapter/ Apex Beauty School/ Avalon's Inc,/ Baltimore City

8 Lodge GUOOF? Avalon Pleasure Club/ Baltimore Old Timers Bavlieds/

Bennett College Alumni Association, Baltimore Chapter/ Berkley Homemakers/

Alpha Keppa Alpha Sorority/ Chi Eta Phi Sorority/ The Gems Club/ Deer

¥ Creek Lodge #103/ Baltimore Guardsmen/ Cardigans/ Dumas Brown Lodge/ - '
Chi Eta Phi Sorority, Gamma Chapter/ The Vikings/ Phi Delta Kappa Sorority/

§ Zeta Phi Beta/ Blue Socialite/ Delmar Improvement Association, Inc,/

§ lota Phi Lambda/ East West Social Club/ Chi Psi Sigme Fraternity/ Cosox/ -

§ Daughter of Isis/ The Pannettes Social Club/ A,Y,L.I./ Dolfield Area Associ-

§ ation/ Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority/ Baltimore Urban League Guild/ Tau Gamma ~ -

| Delta/ Sigme Phi Fraternity/ Progresgive Lodge #1725/ Maryland League of

Women's Club/ Philemathian Club/ Regents Sport Club/ E.S. William Wesleyan

' Service Guild/ Marylend Commission on Human Relations/ C.R.H.A ./ Maryland

§ Council of Churches/ Fair Housing Councils of Metropolitan Baltimore/

il Suburban Maryland Fair Housing/ Anti-Defamation League/ Urban League/

| League of Women Voters of Baltimore City/ Harford County Fair Housing/

| Co-Hosts for Discussion Groups @0

Group 1  Mrs, Anna Williams, The Associated Negro Appeal, Inc,
Mrs, Nancy Hulse, Timonium-Lutherville Feir Housing
Group 2 Charles K. Mills, Sigma Limited .
' Mirs, Alice Williams, Loch Raven-Joppa Fair Housing -
Group.3. Mrs, Virginia J, Zllison, E.S. Williams Wesleyan Service Guild
; Fr., Roessler and Susan Jacobs, Rosedale Feir Houging
Group i S, Lee Martin, Realtor, S, Lee Martin, Inc,
Mrs, Carolyn Boitnott, Towson Fair Housing
Group 5 Thomas R, Neverdon, V.S.Q's
Bill Rose, Harford County Fair Housing
Group 6 Mrs, Lorraine Tayler, The Leagusttes
" Joe Martin, Loch Raven-Joppa Fair Housing
§ Group 7 Kiser D, Barnes, Northwood Civiec Forum
Larry and Toni Dorr, Cockeysville Fair Housing
Group 8 Mrs, Mary S, Johnson, Pi Beta Sigma, Inc,
; Georpe and Mary Atherton, Timonium=Luthervills Fair Housing
§ Croup. 9  Mrs, June Ross, Delta Sigma Theta Scrority -
Bill Burkhart, Ceckeysville Fair Heusing ¢
Group 10 Mrs. Bernice S, White, Women's Auxiliary of 3000 Block Mondawmin Ave
Les Gundy,. Catonsville Fair Housi -
Group 11 Mrs, Fannie Mathias, Lambda Kapps Mu Sorority
o John Sawhill, Owings Mills-Reisterstown Fair Housing
Group 12 George Washington, Newports
Mrs, Kathy Shemer, Pikesville-Randallstown
Alternates: Mrs, Beverly Weshington, Sequois Social Club/ Rita Berndt, Caton-
: sville F.H,/ ;

| ol Note a/ Thantks T8

j Many thenks to these groups and individuals for underwriting the cost of the
conferences Interfaith Fair Housing Cammission of the Anne Arundel Council -
of Churcheés/ Dorothy L. Kinsman/ Sigma Ltd./ Taylor Sincerity Quality Club/
‘Mary S. Johnson/ Baltimore Neighborhoods, Inc./ The Maryland Commiseion on
Human Relations/Lambda Kappa Mu Sorority/ E.S. Wesleyan Service Guild/

Fair Housing ¢ % ¥ ¥ ¥¢ ¥¢ % ¥ %% %%

The Leadership Council for Feir Housing in Maryland was formed April 29, 1967
§ and consists of representatives from over 40 organizations, The purpose of
‘the Council is to coordinate and promote fair housing activities in Maryland.
The Council is not another civil rights or housing group, but rather exists
-to make the programs of the various groups more effective by stimulating
cooperation and coordination where necessary, '




FAIR OR OPEN HOUSING
LS THE'IAW OF THE LAND

The Federal Civil Rights Act of 1968 forbids discrimination on the
basis of race, color, reIﬁgIon, or naﬁgonal origin: in the sale or
rental of housing; in the terms or conditions of sale, rental or finan-
cing of housing (including vacant lots); in advertising such in a way
that indicates discrimination or intent to discriminate. It also for-
bids block-busting. (Homeowners are exempted from the law in the sale
or rental of their own home if done so by the owner himself and without
the use of discriminatory advertizing. This law also allows an excep-
tion when the landlord lives in the dwelling which has four or -less
dwelling units. However these exceptions are nullified in a practical
sense in regards to race because of the 1866 Civil Rights Act which is
complete in its coverage).

The Federal Civil Rights Act of 1866, upheld by the U.S. Supreme
Court on June 17, 1968, prohibits racial discrimination in the sale or

rental of all real and personal property.

These two laws supplement each other insofar as coverage is con-
cerned. Therefore .it,should be repeated: IT IS THE LAW OF THE LAND
THAT THERE SHALL, BE NQ RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN THE SALE, RENTAL,
FINANCING AND TIZING OF REAL PROPERTY. THERE ARE NO EXEMPTIONS
OR EXCEPTIONS TO THIS LAW,-

The Maryland Real Estdte Commission has called on all licensed
brokers and real estate agents to cbey ‘the law. It should be noted ;
that for a licensee to be involved in discrimination, even if asked to
do so by an owner, is not only a violation of Federal Law but of the
Real Estate Code of Ethics (Maryland law), violation of which could
call for suspension or revocation of license. Thus any owner asking
a licensed broker or agent to discriminate is not only breaking the
Law himself and asking someone else to break the Law, but is also ask-
ing a man to jeopardize his livelihood.

The National Association of Real Estate Boards has declared that
the Supreme Court decision upholding the Giv ts Act of 1866 is
an immediate, unqualified and monumental extension of the freedom to
buy, sell and rent property. To oppose the decision would only "lead
to naive and contentious frustration".

For further information, or help
" Donald J. Miller if discriminated against, call: George B. Lanvent
Associate Director Exscutive Direcior
Baltimore Neighborhoods, 1Inc.
32 West 25th Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21218

Phone: 243-6007

Non-Profit Org.
U. 5. POSTAGE
PAID

Battimore, Md,
Parmit No. 3730

BALTIMORE NEIGHBORHOODS, INC.
32 W. 25th Street,

Baltimore, Maryland 21218

Telephone: 243-6007 °

Address Correction Requested
|
| Mr, & Mrs, Maleolm Dutterer

7229 Sindall Rd,
Balto. Md, 21234
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| CALENDAR:

Call 828-6912 for any
further information on
these listings.

Jan. 14. Dundalke
Turner's Station FHC.
Film documentery on or-
ganized crime. DeLawder
Hall, Dunman Way, Dun-
dalk Shopping Center,
7:30C P.M.

Jan. 20, Pikesville-
Randallstown FRC. W®pPrej-
udice Anonymous," Beth
Israel Congregation,
Liberty Road, 8 P.M.

Feb, 17. Pikesville-
Randallstown. "Black
Militency and Civil Lib-
erties," with Chester
Vickwire and John Roemer
of ACLU. Sudbrook
Methodist Church, & P.M.

Feb. 21. Dundalk-
Turner's Station FHC.
BConflict in the Street,"
& discussion, at St.
Timothy's Church in
Turner's Station, Walnut
Ave., 7:30 P.M.

Jan. 27. Ceatonsville
FHC. Part IV of Coun-
seling on Home Buying,
"Black and White Hang-
ups.” Grace AME Church,
Winters Lane between Ed-
mondson Ave. and Frederick

Road, 8 P.M.

Jan. 26. Loch Raven-
Joppa FHC. Joint meeting
with Parkville-Carney.
Arrengements are being
made for a discussion of
the U. S. Civil Rights
hearings, which were held
August, 1970. St.
Ursula's Church, Putty
Hill and Harford Roads,

8 P.M,

Jan. 21, Harford
County FHC is initiating
regular monthly meetings
to be held the third
Thursday of each month.
The first will be in
Belairy, at the First pres-
byterian Church at 8 P.M.
The- second meeting will be
Feb. 18 at the seme place
amd time.

e P
GOOD NEIGHBORS

COME
IN ALL COLORS
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FROM THE COUNCILS...
Caroline Boitnott,
Towson FHC, writes: "We
have felt the need for
some time to reach a
larger segment of our com-
munity. Therefore we are
taking our message to
other groups. In Nov. we
sent out letters to 21
local fraternal and ser-
vice organizations offer-
ing to provide speakers
to discuss Fair Housing
and meaningful integra-
tion of our community. So
far, we have received
three responses, one posi-
tive, one negative and one

maybe.
"This month we plan to
sit down with members of

. NECO to see how we ecan
' help each other."
| FHO will be joined by the
. Lutherville-Timonium-—

| Cockeysville FHC in this

Towson

meeting with NECO. Those
interested in further de--
tails may call 252-4678
or 828-5706.

On Dec. 21, letters
were delivered to members
of the Baltimore County
Council requesting that
two Black communities in
Lutherville not be re~
zoned commercial, but re-
main residential, as
adopted by the Planning
Board. These letters
were signed by 430
County residents. The
signatures were col-
lected by members of the
Lutherville-Timonium-
Cockeysville FHC and by
members of the Edgewood
United Methodist Church
in Lutherville. See the
article on zoning for
background details.

Membzsrs of Dundalk-
Turner's Station FHC
(Chairman Bob Norris,
Linda and Warren Harris,
and Mr. end Mrs. Moses
Pounds) decorated a tree
before Christmas in
Center Plaza. This was
part of a project spon-
sored by CPHA. Its pur-
pose, as Bob Norris ex-
plained it, was "to sym-
bolize the coming to-
gether of people through-
out the Metropoliten

Ares into downtown Balti- .

more; to give us the
feeling of unity in our
diversity." Thirty trees
altogether were deco-
rated.

e e e o e

Chairmen Jim Williams,

;'Severna Park FHC, told us

that Eddie Miles, of the

. Baltimore Bullets, eand

i Park,

his family have moved
into a previously all-
white area in Severma
They have been
living there for about =a
year, and have told Jim
that their reception by
their new neighborg has
been friendly and pleas-
ant.

THANK YOU

«++tCc Rosedale FHC for
the fine job they did in
prepering the first issue
of the NEWSLETTER for

mailing, end to Parkville-

Carney FHC for the same

. work on this second issue.

. SUPPORT

s the work of Chrisgto-

pher R, Gaul and WJZ-TV.

" Mr, Gaul is investigative

¢ reporter for W2Z-TV. He

has been conducting an
in-depth investigation of
certain lending institu-
tions and their relation-

. ship to housing specula-

tion, and presenting his

i
{

- findings over WZ-TV news.

This investigation was
much needed. . Also needed
is broad ¢ommnity sup-

' port for Mr. Gaul's work
. and his courage and that
' of his' TV 8tation.

- Please show your support

by writing to: Mr. Alan

-J. Bell, General Manager,

- W2-TV, Television Hill,
Belto., Md. 21211, = |

. WELCOME...

eestc Alice Williams,
now Chairman of the Loch
Raven—Joppa FHC. She
will become a Coordinator
of all the Councils in
Jamsary, 1971.

«s« 0 Caroline
Boitnott, Towson FHC, who
becomes H.0.M.E. Liaison
Chairman at this time, re-
placing Toni Dorr.

FROM THE EDITORS

Seagon's Greétingsl Ve
ask you to 'phone your hot

scoops teo Dickens War-

field (828-6912) or to

Sylvia Rogers (661-3972)
and your program plans.

 Our next deadline is Feb.

18 — and remember, be
sure to show this to a
non-Council friend.

@«;&;—_\
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foi racism and hypocrisy, and of the concomitant failure ¢f]

finteresting 10 reflect that perhaps earlier and more accurately

2| "Food ¥fir Deep Thought"
2\ The Fair Housing Dilemma

b L o T L o Y

111/28/66), Paul Good mentions some of the elements which
|“will iacreasingly cripple private efforts to encourage Southern
PNegro voter participation.” They include the following:

A A A A RA PR FA R AR AARA RA R R A A R R

OPEN HOUSING
AND THE
o BLACKT
COMMUNITY
OMMUNITY

Nationally, in the fields of school desegregation, voted
egistration and open housing, it appears that we havel
rrived at o stone wail. This is neither a judgmental statef
enl nor one of despair but rather, for me and others inj
ities like Bosion, New York and Philadelphia, a statement!
of increased awareness of the degree of the entrenchmen |

ationwide efforts to confront and eradicate bigotry. It is

than most others, realtors knew the dimensions of lhc}
probiem.

In an article called “Blues from Dixie” (The Nation,

A. The dimension of fear.

B. The diminishing ability of civil rights groups to put
volunteers into the field.

4 C. White political manipulations aimed at scoiching black
militancy and maintaining an uneasy but politically ?
profitable status quo.

D. White liberal refusal to complete the job.

E. Lack of support from Negro groups that should know ¥

; better.

These same clements may increasingly cripple private efforts

b encourage Northern Negro attempts at open occupancy. §

Recently James Bevel, director of the Chicago Project for
khe Southern Christian Leadership Conference, said tha:

INEGROES MUST BE TAUGHT THEY CAN MOVE!

ANYWHERE THEY WANT TO. [

Taking Bevel's assumption as fact, I would suggest that

there are several strands which must be brought together in

discussing the housing situation in Philadelphia. Among
them are the fair housing council movement itself, and (for
lack of better words) the “how-to-do-it” and the “you-can-

go:it” levels within Negro communities. .

o e e g g w14 0 4 s
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N S 't eV 1 y._exist.
iy egocs don en know they exist. _

Fair Housing Councils

First let us consider the fair housing council movement
and the black community. For reasons which are under-
standable (lack of funds and staff time, the implicit difficulties
of the volunteer system and, perhaps, a trace of naivete,)
the fair housing council movement has not operated in Negro
communities except for infrequent and sporadic appearances.
There has been no comprehensive plan of action, no litera-
ture aimed at a Negro market, little presence of fair housing : S >
people in black communities, little participation (let me stress i these 6 years since the 1960 census. In addition, (again
hat word——participation) with Negro oreanizations big or jirom inc 1960 c?nsus) there were 30,0(_)0 families in zt}?
small, litle adverusing commercially and not even a real $3000 to $6000 income bracket. A portion O these cou.d
atiempt at a blanket distribution of brochures telling about also be potential buyers or rentefs in presently white neigh-
the efforts of or the existence of the fair housing movement. [porhoods. To_identily this market, there are ¢civil servanis,
[f the fair housing council movement regards itself, as it blue_collar workers, insurance company empioyees. 1eachers,
rightfully should, as a primary factor in the teaching process VOTK2TS in ‘“d‘jﬂgialmgﬂimgg@gsgng | physicians,
which Bevel suggests is needed in the Chicago experience varbers, beauty shop operators and bartenders, just 10 name
(and my fecling is that the Philadelphia situation closcly

e
arallels Chicaga's), then the teaching must begin. The fact
that it has, by and large, been non-existent is a serious dis-
advantage when we consider the degree of black resistance,
paralysis and fragmentation. It may also be an asset in that
our attempts, once they are taken seriously, may be forceful
and creative. Until such teaching takes place, we must pul
away any real hope of immediate results of more than &
trickle of Negroes who are both willing and able to take
that long step out of the ghetto onto ground that is not €on-
tiguous to the ghetto.

Further, let fair housing council people end iheir as-
lsumption that there is something desirable intrinsic to white
communities and that their advantages.outweigh the dis-
advantages. The “Black Power” advocates and the Chicago
marches into the suburbs have exposed the degree of racism

{ white people. Perhaps, collectively, we need to ponder
new, “Would you (as a Negro) want to live next door o
ne of them?”, With these understandings, the plowing and
eding can begin.

The Black Dilemma

The vast majority of Negroes do not know “how 10" 20
bout looking for a house or an apariment in aréas thalfwith the additional problem of some of their church build-
ren't black or changing. Visiting housing developments of fings carrying heavy miorigages, and their subsequently need-
partment samples is, by and large, simply not part of i¢fing u full congregation 10 pay the bills.
lack mentality. Fair housing pecpl_c know what happens §a constituency is also present for Negro business ownars and
hen traditional paths for home seeking, e.g., “white” news-

papers, realtors, cte., are iaken; so do many Negroes, out 0 fof solid, ethnic-bloc politics and voting power is an all-
their own experience or that of a friend or relative. Hearsay | American tradition. 1
rxdds to these already negative first or second-hand accounts| There are also those factors operating
bt prejudice and there results a feeling that it just can't b2 |which are more speci =i :

; 4 o ticely, indigenou
Hone. And there exists very litile living proof that it doesn't |15 black America at this point in its history. These factor
have to be that way. As for fair housing councils or even foperate to some degree even among Negroes Who do even-
buman_relations _commission, “state_or_city, vast aumbers hmally take open housing opportunities. Broadly speaking,
ﬁwom can be separ‘-nid into the following categories:

As for the actual potential of the Negro housing market,
umerically, statistics seem to indicate that it is there and
rowing. According 1o the national census of 1960, in Phila-
clphia there were at that time 32,000 non-white families
ith incomes of $6000 or more. Of these, two-thizds were
omeowners but lived in old houses built before 1949, Of
is figure (32,000) 10,000 were renters. Possidly the num-
er of non-white families earning over 56000 has increased

Black Problems
Most important of all, perhaps, are {he faciors and sourcesf
operating against open housing within the Negro comnunity
itself. ‘
First of all there are those attitudes and factors which are|
common o both communities, black and white. They in-
clude apathy and blind fear, good housing wiihin present
neighborhcoods, political and psychological bifurcation of city
“nnd suburb, negative feeling about racially-mixed socializing
and inter-marriage, ‘a reluciance to abandon a known gquan-
tity Tor an unknown one, racial hostility and repressed hatred,
fear for children, a desire to take the easiest and least con-
troversial path, a generally negative feeling about integration,

present neighborhoods and a reluciance to let them deteriorate,
band finally, that most legitimate of all human inclinations—
scli-interest. This last item is probably the only one on the
ist which warrants further comment.

community leaders are ofien so besieged with other problemsft
that discussing or championing cpen housing is low

their list of priorities. The same may be said of

"(C. ) Entrenched Patterns of Mobility and Traditional
-~ :

lis brief exploration of each of these categories may be helpiul.

both trust and mistrust play negative roles regarding open
housing attitudes in Negro communities. Among many people
ere is, on the one hand, a belief that all it takes to get
e home of one's choice is money. There seems to be an
mazingly uncynical commitment to the American myth|
at all one needs to do is work hard, earn money and then|
oull be like everybody else. This kind of response has
come from all age levels, black and white alike.

How shall we define sclf-interest? Organization heads andfprevail: Is the fair housing movement for real? What's in

down onfradio and newspaper advertisements, or open housing litera
clergymen—{tuse or stalements.

To many, and justifiably, these are just] And finally, for Negro home seekers and brokers alike,
l0re emply promises. the complaint orientation of the Pennsylvania and Phila-

A need 10 maintain|Obvious among the conveniences of an area with which on
identifes are proximity to friends and relatives, famili
political figures, including ward leaders; and, in fact, the goalfmaodes of public transportation,
and sometimes none), a proximity to center city, i.e., “wheré
he action”, availability of food preferences, and long &
against open housinghttachments to c¢hurches, .organizations, barbershops, beauty
arlors, physicians and dentists. The possibility of paraliel
r supplemientary experiences in other communities is offs¢
y lack
orn of experience in other aspects of life. Thus the proce
i cognitive dissonance sets in and one's choice

Trust and Mistrust, ¢ r
Gilded Ghetioes: Their Real and Imagined Con-
veniences.

n interesting analogy may be found in South America’y
mployment picture where the problem has been the refusal
f skilled and professional labor to be mobile—in lvave tho
reas to which they have deep loyalties.

Entrenched Patterns of Mobility and Traditional Habiis]
f Home Secking: A frequent pattern of upward and outs
ard mobility that has evolved out of a system of neighbor-
ood rastriction in the Philadelphia area has been the flow
f Negroes from North Philadelphia to West Philadelphia
nd then, perhaps, on to the Cobbs Creek area and morg
ccently 1o Wynnefield and NW Philadelphia. But apparentlyl
or many Negroes, Germaniown reiains a social status, sine
ua non.

The idea that there is anywhere else to live appears not
o be a guts-level consideration for many middle and upper
lass Negroes. It is conceivable ‘that some fecl like one
oung woman whose family had just moved to German-|
own and who reflected that “Now that we're here, we found
ut that it's not all that great.” Nevertheless, for the socially
spiring, it appears to be as preposterous 1o move to the
uburbs (all other factors considered) as for a Souid Phila-
elphia Jew of twenty years ago to have moved 1o King of
repossessions from a real estate broker reporied that the russia when he could choose Wynnefield. In fact, moving
lists which she received were limited to areas in NW Phila-fio King of Prussia still is a preity unlikely option for socially
delphia which are presently in transition. Although shefaspiring Jews.
and her husband had specified NE Philadelphia in theirf Traditiona! habits of home secking for Negroes, with
request, she could not believe that this had been done mple SUDPOTL from While bigotry, have become rigid and!
intentionally. eli-perpetuating. The siory is well kaown.. Negro news-&
This indicates, of course, that the average Negro homellpapers, with rare exceptions, carry homes available only in

Habits of Home Seeking.
D,) Self Hatred.
Black Power.

po il

Trust and Mistrust: As contradictory as it may appear,

Example: One physician's wife said that she and her hus-
band had been told that there were no houses available by
nine real estaie agencies before they realized that some-
thing was wrong.

Example: Another woman who had requested lists of FHA

P

i.c., intearation is not a value, a sense of respousibility toward seeker bears a burden that is entirely absent for his whitefblack or changing neighborhoods. Negro real estate brokers!
ounterpart. He must have a degree of expertisc in detecting
duplicity before he can even see a house in the neighborhood humiliating treatment accorded to them and their clients byt

&
s

nd themselves in a difficult position. They reseni the

his choice.
On the other hand, a kind of mistrust and skepticism also

whiite real estate brokers, remtal agents and home owners
alike. They have no guarantee of a commission should a
sale or remtal actually be transacted. They don’t know theg
uburbs and as small business men often don't have the

for fair housing people? Many Negroes don't internalizefS!
time or resources to learn them.

deiphia Commissions on Human Relations is the final blow.
Untold time and money spent in winning cases and losin:
apartments and houses cannot be endured without wraumatic
results. One realtor stated recently that unless more “owner-
willing” (to scll to Negroes) houses werc made availablc
10 Negroes, that he personally is prepared to declare a
moratorium on open housing for the next five years rather
than expose his clients (and probably himself) to any more
umiliation_apd indignities.

There is indeed a reason why Negroes say, “I'm no
pioneer.” Refiecting back to the fear and trepidation of my!
parents on considering a move from a Jewish ghetto in Sout 1

Gilded Ghetioes—Their Real and Imagined Conveniences:

the need for only one ¢

menaliy

{ information and an “island of safety”

is rationalized




—1-'

-?‘

=

cli-association with social problems interpreted as “Negro

roblems” brings shame and seli-rejection: a sense of being
P - . ‘—'—-—-___*_‘___ R—
flot wortny enough to live among whites.

i
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On the other hand there is the build-up of guilt fecling

hiladelphia to a religiously mixed neighborhcod in Wast
hiladelphia, and the trauma that such anticipation brought
n the abstract—and in the absence of threats of physical
iolence—I have come to temper my own sense of exaspera-
ion ut that plaintively spoken phrase.

Self-Hatred: Although self-hatred may operate in ihe
bposite direction to encourage people to run away from
heir surroundings in an attempt to lose their identity, it
operates to keep them in ghettoes.

Zxample: Afier the Chicago marches for open occupanc
(Summer, 1966), some Negroes expressed intense regrot
They had been embarrassed by what they regarded a
militancy and conflict initiated. by Dr. King and felt tha
“Now we've got to prove ourselves all over again befor
whites will want us in their neighborhoods.”

Example: The same feeling about “our cause cing se
back & hundred yecars™ is directed against Stokely Car:
michael in particular and against the “Black Power” cry
in geacrul—by some Negroes. This attitude is reflected i
the December 1966 issue of Ebony Muagazine. In th
“Letiers 10 the Editor” column, the question is poigrantl
raised by a college student at the end of a long and thought
fully written letter: “My point is—is it more impor:ant
to be a Negro American . . . or an American?”

Our society stands condemned by the need for such a ques
tion 10 be posed.

Another manifesiation of the traumatising results of the

‘white is rizhi” mentality which white racism has wansferred
po successfully and at such deep levels to so many blacks is|
fhe color problem which exists among Negroes.
Example: Speaking in a group of abou: ighteen pcople
including- four adult counselors, four seniors from the
Philudeiphia High School for Girls said that rather than
whites, they regarded as their immediate problem the “light-
brights” (“and damn near white”)—the young people
and adulis who, like most whites, operate on a racial basis
diciated by the, “acceptable” color of their skin. The
voungsters refiected both anger and eavy but their over-
riding emotion was resentment at “those peopic” who
(in ihe’ girls’ opinion) couldnt be bothered concerning
themselves with the problems of anyone. 1
Again, {ollowing a white racist mentality, some Negroes
‘Fegard social problems arising among people who are black
jis "Negro probleras™ whose roots are skin color.
LExample: A young Negro stated that her family had moved
from several neighborhoods to escape Negroes who made
the neighborhood undesirable. The fact that this situstion
has its counterpart in ‘white America was not present
for her.

a ra
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the brainwashing of racism, be proud of your blackness, heip

bn the part of blacks who wapnt do, in_fact, move out
) no_wani 10 or

inability to deliver the goods. And finally, there is th
daxical situation of fair housin councils not existine in
many areas with g great deal of moderate cost housiag, a.a..
most of Delaware County, because of the aggressively Lostile
nature of many residents. e FOICIONS of Pennsylvania

para-

e
n those

5
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i gnello neéign o

i gh neignborhoads for the legitimaie soal of more
pdeguate hovsing.. Many of these individuals, even those
'ho are involved in the struggle for human rights, “laugh-
ngly” say, “"Cecil (Moore, president of the Philadelphia
NAACP) would call me a part-time Negro.”

Black Power: This summer’s cry of black power has been
forcefully addressed black and white alike. To the white con-
wnity it has said, “Go back to where you live, learn the
egree of your own racism and thea teach it to your own
ommunity. Then, perhaps, racism can end.”

To the black community, “Black Power" is saying, “Reject

vour own people aflirm their identity, and organize politically
nd cconomicaily so that your cries can turn 1 power. Only
n this way will our strength and dignity grow, only in this
ay can we cver hope to be free for our own sake and at
ur own speed r than at the pace dictated by the white
nan's time schedule and for the purpose of assuaging the
hite man's guilt.”

“Black Power™ groups like the Black Peoples Unity Move-
et and the Young Militants of North Philadelphia are
alling for sacrificial giving on the part of blacks. They arc
uggesting that Negroes abandon their search for immediate
material satisfactions and better physica! conditions in order
to use their energies to bring about a climate that will permi
black young people to grow in digrity and seli-uf i
Naive? Perhaps.

They are pointing to the si
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They sec clearly our collective and fra
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ugac ated with w

sting that they'd rather not be associ
he “Bluck Power” people are unreasonable. Men in_sea

would provide the natural first step Out—economically—ior
those young families who might lead the way.

Conclusions

Practically speaking, this article attemprs to point to th
fact that the fair housing movement presently finds isel
aught between two poles. On the onae hand there are tho
eople who believe that the system of housing discriminas
an be altered if enough Negroes can be provided 10 se
for housing in all-white communities; and tha: uniil there
are more Negro home seekers available to compensate for
he amount of energy that fair housing people have 10 expen
o locate these homes, there is no poiat in wasting time
n abstract search. This view may be clearly seen in th
uestion, “How can I possibly ask volunteers o look fos
homes when there are no Negroes to move into them once
hey're found?”
On the other hand there are those people who
he system of housing discrimination can be altered
¢ owners who will willingly sell to Nezroes can
hese people fecl that unless there are at least a reasonzble
umber of homes which Negroes can get 10 see withous
xposing themselves unendingly 10 one kind of indignity
fter another, they are prepared 10 declare a moratarium on
he eatire issue and, in fact, let the gherto grow.
This is a polarity which is crving 10 be tr:
olarity which, I think, points to a broadening
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f truth have alwavs begen unrcasppable.

Jdhe “Black Power” peopic are ambivalent about
housing. As well as anyone SISG, Ihey know ihe ekpn
hature of the real estate structure, they know that ther

0 room in the ghetto for an cxpanding population, th
know that freedom means freedom of choice and all 1
frecdom implies. Some tentatively agree that open housin
is 4 necessity, but all to whom I have spoken insist, as &
muny oither Negroes, that other matiers come f.rs:..

And there are a variety of other specific considera

perating against open housing, They include the fair h

<

feh:3

ng movement's historical narrowness of focus on middld

ncomc Tousing and on_one-lype-of-housing service—io th
[OTal™ BXCIGSion ©f other services; the probicms, howeve
nderstandable, surrounding the fair housing movement'
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