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CATHOLIC MIRROR (BALTIMORE) December 20, 1884 P.5
POLISH CHURCH

During the octave of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception
the altar of the Blessed Virgin in St, Stanislaus' Polish Church,
South Ann street, was very prettily dressed, and the alcove
overhead containing the statue of Our Blessed Lady was beautifully
wreathed about with evergreens and white flowers,

On Sunday Father Chownez, from the Diocese of Green Bay,
Wis,, preachedfto the Polish Congregation and on Monday morning
200 ladies belonging to the St, Cecilia Society received Holy
Communion from the hands of the pastor, Rev, Father Cuenz,
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| v ARCHDIOCESE OF DETROIT
_U' I T

N THE WORK OF SERVICE ARCHIVES OFFICE/1234 Washington Blvd./Detroit/Michigan 48226-1875 (313) 2375846

AL VI ) EV B

10 May 1989

Thomas Hollowak

Baltimore City Archives
Room 201

211 East Pleasant Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Dear Mr. Hollowak:

Enclosed is a copy of the Kolasinski-Chowaniec letter
dated May 30, 1890. I believe it to be an English translation of
the original Polish letter. Please read through it to see if it
seems to correspond to the footnote in the book you were using.
If it does not, I can send you a copy of the actual Polish
version, but as I stated over the telephone, the ink is fading
and it may not be wvery legible. For your convenience in
understanding the pagination of the letter, my assistant has
numbered them at the top of each sheet (1-1, 1-2, 1-3, 1-4, 2-1,
2-2, et cetera). It took us a while to figure it out. In
checking through the remaining Kolasinski correspondence, I find
no other letters to Fr. Chowaniec.

Sincerely yours,

Mymans R W/

Roman P. Godzak
Archivist

RPG/eam




DEPARTMENT OF
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE
CITY ARCHIVES AND

RECORDS MANAGEMENT OFFICE
211 E. Pleasant Street, Baltimore. Maryland 21202

CITY OF BALTIMORE

KURT L. SCHMOKE, Mayor

19 May 1989

Mr. Roman Godzak

“Archives - Archdiocese of Detroit
1234 Washington Boulevard
Detroit, Michigan 48226-1875

Dear Mr. Godzak:

Thank you for your prompt response to my request. The
photocopy sent is as you described an english translation of the
letter I inquired about. I am enclosing a check for the amount

;ofi$-52;ﬂ5.to*cqyerAboth_copying~and:{ppgtage.tvl-QISOQappreciateyq,L
'your assistance help in paginating this letter it did prove
elpful.

I am enclosing a copy of a brief history I prepared to
commemorate Baltimore's Polish National Catholic Church. As you
will see it touches an a number of Detroit Polish priests. Last,
thank you for searching for any other correspondence on Father
Piotr Chowaniec. :

Sincerely,

//07%_/
Thomas L. Hollowak

City Archivist & Records
Management Officer

Enc: 2
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" Who's Who in Polish America 71

Chowaniec Rev. Peter. Missionary, Stanislaus, Perham, Minn., simultane-

gaonecr-priest.

in 1882 in Buffalo, N.

Born Jan. 17, 1856 in
anok, Polaqd. Secondary education
/in Jaslo, studied theology in Przemysi,
Poland. Came to US. in 1881; ordained
" assistant at St. Stanislaus pfgrir:;r'
Buﬁalp, N. Y, 1882-83. He was called
; Missionary of Minnesota,” where
e founded seven parishes: Perham,

ously pastor at Florian, Minn, He was
working also in Wisconsin, where he
also built a few churches. In 1887 was
called to Baltimore, Md. where he
founded a new parish of Holy Rosary
and was nominated its first pastor in
1887. Here he built a magnificent
ﬁtgxgol. Died in Baltimore, Md. in

-— . Stephen, Oven, Bronsville, Brookway,

Swan River, F
_ built churches,

lorian. In all these he .
In 1885 pastor of St. B
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laddor No. 4, on Biddle strect, was killed last
night as the truck started out to a fire.  The
alarm rang out at about quarter to twelve,
from box 47,8t the dorner of Gilmor and

A pretty wedding look place taat eveningat
the lI}‘syv:-ms Street Methodlat | Kpiscojpal
Church, which was crowded with frienda.
Tho [bride was Mi«s Gertrude \E. M. Foster,

Mulbarry streets. Popp, with the other lad-
dermen, ran to the truck 'as it started from;
the huilding. Unrortunawly he tried to,got
on just a3 {t was going out tho door. e was

caught between the dogr-and the trueck aod |

was borribly erushed and mangled.

Five of hia ribs were broken and he wa
otherwiso {njured. The unfortunate man
waa picked up, and was| sent to the Maryland
General Hmaplcal in tbp patrol wagon of the
Northwestern | District. Befora'the wagon
reached tho bosplml. iPopp was dcad. Ho
lived at 683 West Preston st and wns
thirty-four veary old. l The firy rch cost
- thts Iife did not amount to mygy passer-by
discovered a flame in A vacal ore at tho
northéast corper of Stricker 3 v Mulberry

for the past 4ix years the leading soprano of
the Fayoste Street M, E.Church, and the oaly
Y damgnterof Mattlda O, and the late Kdwanl
} F. Foster, Shels n handsome bruuette, amd
wonl a traveling robe of dark gxawen cloth,
velvet Bat nud tan gloviea,  She carried tn her
j haud a bunch of canlinal rd < comnatioa
I Howers. Tha grvom was Mr. W, AL Robert-
i son, 0f tho South Maltimore Car Wheel Com-
uity.  The ushems were Clagoitt Reboertson,
oseph Neoer, Foster Quadll, of Phtladelphia,
and ‘Jehn T. Farlow, ‘Therv weire no attend-
ants, As the bridal party enteved the church |
Professor J. AL Uppenheliner, tiie orxantst,
B)luy’gd Mendelssolin'™ woddiog march, Kev, |
o=eph 1L Stite, pastor of the church, asaiated
by Hev. G, A, l’&ummer, rector uf Xt. Mark's |
Protastant Eplscopg] Church, performed the |
NECeuge Careinon Mr. 1n-] Mr=s, Rolwrtson |

' streeta, I E wore driven to the home of her mother, wlxeh
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‘Dickson,Johh 0. - - en Joshua-M.

| %nmmm Tbtodorc gich, Philip -

| itzgera; Bealle K. l(be ts, Willlam H,!

: Forrqlt. ssie L 8ciot, Harkaon

! rick, Ernest T, . 8c¢roggins, John

i urnner Henrlette A. Topp. James

[ QGallep, ka‘gl{ her, Cora

' Guilford, WilllamW. W Willlam

| Hal, Nen’miau Weabels, William C,

; amiiton. Annfe L. ‘Wright, Bernard
BABB —0On h 241\\ lnstant at 3 P. M
L JdAM BAR T, in the fifty-sixtn year o
i i e, cloved 5 and of Kerener Barrett.

[ en cmmty p:pe

S}' ‘ '

pledse copy.]
“The relatives and friends of the family are re-
;Fectfunylluvncd to'attend his funeral this (Fri-

ay) morping. at. ten o'¢llack, from nu 1ate resi-
ence, No, 613 West) Baltin ore street.
CA ROLL.--On Ma 3, at No. 7 W{yomlng
: reé ALBERT CARRU L,sxedmmyeanm
) %ne ont I
| ch )WA €.—0n Wedne ds& ;{ Wth, at
| l.HbA licv Y H ANI[EC
A ?nnera\ :Hl take 1ac0 th ln (Frladny{ morning.
| ay 27,8t 8 o'clock. ,at. the Holy Rosary

urch, utern ay nue The clergy are cor-
| ally invited
COLLINS. Un May/ at 640 Constitution
:); reet, Miis KATE CULLINS, inher aﬂxtcenth
' yoar.

Lot g Her funeral will tak ;f)dcnmngrlda y) morn:
i . {ing, st elglit o'cloc] '. ‘tom St John’s Church.
. “Internient at new Cathedril Leme‘tery E e
COURTNEY.—On May 46, st 317 8t Paul

street, JOSKI’H LUL RThNk KV, aged four montha.
WEFORD.—At the re ldcnce of his brother-

Cl :

: in-law, John A, Wht,mu
‘Wednesday, May 25,189

‘ FORD, sgn: of Robert K

. M. Crawigrd. '
' [Funeral |will take placo from hislate resldence,
on the afte¢rnoon o

¥038 Hopkins avenue,
{ NATHAN H. CRAW.-
. and the late Hannah

f S8dturday. 28th instant, at

.. 280 o°clo¢k. ‘lmtcerrhent private.

1 DAVAGE.- LOn May 25, 8t 1512 Booth street,
‘ GRACK DAVAGE. aged. dight years and three

b onths.
1 DA VSON.—At “anhlng'n. D. C.. on Wednes-
| y, May ).:;m 1502, 8} 11:40 P. M., BUBIE,
y Unxun‘ aughter or ; . k. and Julila A. Daw-

} son. .

uneral from parents’|residence, 27 Jackson
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Rev. Peter Chowaniec visited Cleveland, .
Ohio, to be presént at the dedication of a
new Polish church in honor of St. Stan-
islaus. He had been invited to preach

the dedication sermon. Rev. Father
Chowaniec continues his indefatigable
ministry in this city, and has become a
varitable apostle among the newly ar-

rived emigrants.
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Cinforaimlity fu ity exocitioh. Lottgrs qlad-
minlstratién on the .ﬁrnfu wiore grankml to
Pewr J, Uninpboll Mru. ‘radc o
Pilrekiowlog, slter tlh;rhc lcd, he
Doud wus ler §5,00. \Ir Chowani@gc wasjus-
tor of the [Poiwn Catholle UHUICKH thd o'y
MHodurg, arid  died -mkltl on MAvizA His
Wil was (gulc«i Muay ¥ 175& unud lwrlhun
1? Bohemijn, 1t stated thit the §state boa-
slaled ur?l.m 10 the Metropol i Bavinps
Buok und fwo poilotes 1 Ihsuran ' $4,000
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The su.ohd trianl of John ' W. Glb
for scudlg obsceue uniter thi pugb the
s, conmenced 1n the Unitod Stutep Is-

triet Court yesterduy. Id tbu nm. ted
the case inlJmnuary, 1891, the jury! dikaf

Tob alle geu fmproper moatter was r‘ou ned
In the tssud of November 1 /W0, s {Bal-
.aore Wdekly (taze: e, f whhﬁh ‘Uibbs ts
1he publtsher. It wuas a loug itduy Hoaded
Wine, Womwan mod Whist.” The dnde was
reforrod th Postoice Tmppeotor! Yax well,
wliio hud Lwo voples of the paper§ol ning
the itom mmileed to hun at | Wi midgietort, dol.
Gibba olalined that Lhaavfiole wall lisbod

witaout hip uulumlt‘y He kald he g;l pod
1t trows the PotlwileIphita funday 1'ta Nrﬂpl.
ANl paced iton s ook fér run&gr dultuid

0

ord.len, ankd that 1t Kot into the
l-wanat Home alck. 'ho case Io v n‘ T G-
cchited by District Attorney Johi Dsor
utel Ll sor), John B Kasor, assiet r.‘} Jabriot
nttoeney .  Foowar G, Hdres and i 8.
Heunler nhuounsn | Mr()lbbs |
1u§nplko Lomp-ny Rue
Four ucplons for $8,000 tlnm uea fach
wire hu tuled  yosterduy ln T the
Peanklin Turnplke Honid € omp«ugy I' D ér-
Cmmial injiriesa  alleged| to  hpve en
reooived  Bovause - bl L dln“rml’ yn.
dflow  of| the read onpar Au Q dGIK]
alico, Twip orthe -uuq\v\u ri br( the
1ty Courtiby Augast Wabrle fos |n-
)drnatuhimwlflui wife, apd f Q
Walchen {or alleged ln urie bl‘ Ife
| Faacn of the wives br-x.mh anit thitha Mliciee

10 the perfect eujoyment of .m dut
the Liue akies Lo the bhawperd of
‘:m made a feast (ur hutﬂ‘w‘
tobert Heed snud Mr. A
werte the dirvotors of the day's
1vols,and the cualron. n aud uwmh-
vérious commitleesw ere o haod
the comrfort aud amusedent of tl
The ladies and geotlomen In ¢l
oluded Cupt. Jobn Lyneh, Mry.
lveriag, who supervised the wor
the coth iissary departin nt; Mr, Wi
ing., obalruag of the diversions o«
. Diffender(er. iu clarge ol Lue
Jde¢partweoot, ussistod Dy a orps
clans; Mra. Johm Lyaeseh abd
Tho 1ce-Loul Lalrobe oconhveysd L
wXcursionlsts 0 and from the
The improvewent in the orderly pne
fﬁl cottduct of the axcursionlstd oy
of uther years was geosarally oot
upon Ly thuse In charge, suggest
Lttis splendid charity hias had - d
fHuenoe than merely giving a da
abd a gooxl oquui'o moal. i‘l
l the duy's opnjo)ments was a
' Lhth tn the swimming pool.
L what 1 wanted,"” sald one peredy
[ widonist, muuyrmu with ber f4ce
[ Mwingling and frolickink oo the lhw
| Mitle vnes shoutiug with delight, wh
lithe pavilion huodrods of tiny fedt k
td tho dance, lod by (bhe jovial Captal
A hurper and a fiddler played untin
the littic ones, who found In the mer
nilanxunge common to all. KFaliy
of the oxcursionists were childre
' Lwnive years old, ranging from thi
tiny scraps of humlnlty unoonscic
J¢ying the change from heated atn
| the pure alr ol the hospitabie g
sstor woed.

| Naryland Deleyatos to the Con
‘natur Gorman lett Waghingion y
r Chicagu over the Baltimore a
{lromd fx Vipe-President Lord's

r Deluwure. This car was attache
presa tralil whieh left Washirngton
.M. The majority of the M‘r{h
tos to the Democratic Nattoual Co:
1t Camden Statioa at 7.6 P. M., o1

an car Hockessin. They are sche
rive in Chlcago at hal f-past 9 J'c
wht. The “Hockessin” had a s

long on exch sido, lettered |n
Iid, “Maryland Delegutes,” with th
el coa. of prma. T'he party waas i«
Col. J. Thos. Bchart, aad iholuded
Upshur.,. and L Yictor Ban
legatos ut large; L. [. Jackso:
i, Jr.. R. D. Hynson, vin
rh, Murray Vavdiver, Fra:
mw, F. M. Cox, Asa Willldon a
uchanan Schley, district deldadulos;
ller Marion DeK. 8mith, Geerge o
s«rry Turner and J. Thomq Xobi
ala weore reserved In thh car for at
persona cxpeoted to foln the p
ashiLbgron, The watre Uhilied
uators Charles . Gigann, nHf Ma -
(J. Faulkner, of West Viegails, J
¢nea, of Arkansas, Biate T'reagurar @

. Jones, Pulllp Jhowmpson,
taar, 1). MoCouville. Josep!y [saac
&‘m M. Way ana Copsressmai:
np. - On ﬂatur«ll{‘ M} . M\ tbe C
A fub will start, usls Cl
IR tn atf P, M. Both traina wl)l be |
prated, Ex-Asslsgant Postmaster-(
~0 Knatt, who hrrud«d L the
[ Ceyolnnd mwtln(o!um\nun Mot '
| Imhd Amsociation, will wo to Chloaen
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! Deatk of Father Chowanlel.
Rsv. Patar Chowanial, pastor of the
Holy Rosary Chareh, died suddealy
. on Wednesday marning of thla weaek,
85 hils residence adjoining bhe chureh,
on Bastara avenua,

Some slight aymploma of ]utriﬁl 3

manifested Lhamseiven on Friday last,
bus they had vanished and Faihes
Chowaalel 3ppeared in his namal good’
healih om Wedaseday mopning ime
mediately ‘before hig deatl g |
- Patbex Ghowasalel was.born is the
town of Jurmyea, in Galidex, Ausiria,.
in the-yesr 1955, - In his cerly years
he was sdufuied with he greatest
sare. daevelonize: a remarkable|
: ability la Hnguistis aesomplishmenis
‘duﬂng his subsequent carmer . ixn
| sollege. He was thonqh.l versed
'u e ksowledge of the Austrian,
iBohemnt. Husgsrisx and" Polish

the most brilllan¥ araterd of ' ihe
day by people iw Amdriesd speskibg
‘theso Iangnagen. This besuliful ru-
[ ulty; soupled with-Ms ¢ha
real, his ready self-deniaf snd wi
amiability, was the seerdt of the 3
power for good whisch Father Chows
aniol srercised over these Jiffesdn
people.” His was « particulstiy
sionary life. For some time after bis
srdination in 1881 he attended t&
spirifaal wants of his psoplein B
falo, where they form mo ineomsidé
able portion of the ocommuniby
Thenee ha was transferred to the
sion in Minnesotd, whare e ook
charge of seven different parizhes’
In 1887 he came to Béltimore, where
a still wider flald waw- open ‘fé
his offorts. To his gress suocees
in it fhe Holy Rossry Church, with
the pastorsl residenocs attached, now
almost antirely free of debd; stands se
a1 snduring moaamend. The he
of thonsands of hia pecple, whom.
 thelr pastor he. had: samsoled; of BN
merous smigrants whom-he had
'the frst to welcome. on. thelr arrivak
here, and ¢f sountless sonyerta whom:
be had won aver to the paihs of psaoe
throughout the axteasive regians of
Pennsylvanis, where until Mly he;
'had labored- se- & misslonary roan{
{ time to ¥ime, arose ln eilent thaak!
| nesa to heaven for the welsome
' unes of the good Fagher, of -&lo ty
‘gt whosy works thep hidbe
ing evidences. These same
mourn over his early death, and mu.:
ayes are dim with tsars for the loss of.
him whom they had leneswd %o |
with a love tha& prociaimed him at
onee the good pestor, the rm f
and the sfectionste father, - _
As aa apostle, ot uu
stood im the very: "’!5‘:.3
ueariy 3,000 pladges luxh& beea ad-,
;thhhrod by Pailrer Chewnaniei ha
is mission In (he Dioesse of Berunton:

aboud six weeks ago.” At tlh-luhm.
reported im Tws Mizsop n,q e
the young missionscy spaiip-

aday sad In four diffarent ln"ugn.
Persoas wha had peé been knowm
previcaaly to have satered & shurely
came in s0me eagea seorss of miles to
Deariba gifted spegkey.’ The pooph

Al fons AW.cant 4

L ]
tonguse, and oconsidesed ‘ome° d*mm_wmh’

“

hiwm to give « =leslon In*hatz loeallt
This be prom!sed to Lo sxd i wad lam
tanded hab Be spem a mimioa fmy
Prigeviile, Pa., tha woek aftem
had a0t his rudden denth In :
Ia & parisk like his wm-h-

¢
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HAD TROUBLE WITH THE CARDINAL
Cheeage Daily Tribune (1572-1053): May 22, 1852; ProQuest Hisorical Mewspapars Chicago Tribuxe {1840 - 1585)

Fe. 38

HAD TROUBLE WITH TRE CARDINAL.

Excltement in DBaltlmore Cnused by a
Priast's Sulcide.

Bavmnionrg, Nd., May 28.~{Spccial.]—The
Rev. Peter Chownnici, a young Polish priest
and the popular pastor of the Church of the
Holy Rarary, died suddonly yestorday morn-
ing. His most intimate friends say that ho
comnmitied suicide. and that Cardinal Gibbons
alonec knows the trouble that led him to the
act. When the priesc first came to Battinoro
in 1887 e wns a favorito with the Cardinal
aud the clocgy, who highly praized his work in
rapidly building up a large coogrega-
tion. During the last six 1nonths,
howover, he had not beem on good
terms with the Cardinal. Through some
cnuse unknown to his friends he hnd in-
curred the Cardinal's displeasure. Last week
it waa openly satated that the Cardinaln.
tonded to reniove hitn from the Church of the
Rosary much against the wishes of the con-
gregation. :

Tho priest, who was gaturaily of ahapsy,
geninl disposition, became gloomy and de-
spondent, and last Sunday remnnrked to n
friend that he had learned he was to bo ro-
moved from his charge Thuraday, but he
would be dead that day. The Cardinal was
informed of his death before the
notico of removal had been issued,
Tho funeral arrangoments were hurriedly
mado and this dvoning the strbeta about the
church were packed with people, all in a great
state of excitement over n report that the
Cardinal had forbidden the funcral of the
priest from the church. Threats were freely
uttercd against the Cardinal and sotne of the
oxcited Poles declared that the priest’s re-
mains should bo taken into the church if the
wall had to bo torn down. K

A squad of police punrded tho doors and
kept back the crowd, A comumittec of the
congregation went to the Cardinal’s
house, aund __in about an  hour
returned . with the burial permit and
the priest's remaing wora taken into the
church and n requiem mass cdlcbrated., A
A large erowd followed the remnins to Mount
Carmol Cometery.

The Cardinnl dcclines to talk about the
mattor. The I’oles have threatened the lifo of
the pricst in charge of the Ann Street Charch,
whom they charge with being tho cause of the
troublo hotween tho Cardinrl and the Rov.
Mr, Chowaniel.
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HRurial of the Ilev, Feler Chowaniee.—
The funcrzl of the ilev, 2%eter Chuwaniec, of
the Poii-b Catbolie Caureh of the Most 1Jaly
Hosary, Eastern avenue apd lethel sireet,

- LOOK Dlac Fed erday morping., TLe Telnibes,

which bal Lecl taid out 1o tae parilor of the
ohurch, were visited Ly thousnuds of purishe-
joners aud o¢therd ffedl vuarious CONETegi-
tiona., At Yo clock thiv voflin contelning Lhe
body wps tuken nto theenvreh nad placed
bafore the a.tar vlon 3 catalalgque, Xev, J.
. carey celes rated o bhigh mase of requiem,
Io the sapotuary were Mev. Nicuvdewzus Kol-
asingkl, «f Lhe Polish Catholiec Chureh ot >t
Anithony of Pudud, Toledo, Ualu, and Rev.,
'K, Aust, o Scranton, ’n. Al The agcieties
mitached 19 the cburch were prescit. Thoe
Knighis of S dtanislaus nud »t. Ladislaus
werein fulluniform. The Pulaskl Democratic
Club wus repre-ented. ‘1he pali-bearcra
were from tLe kniphts, Over one busnCred
vehiclen were in tue [uneral procvession, snd
Fuily Bve bhunidied perdons Wi ked to Holy
Hoaary Cumnelery.und Mount Carmel' road,
where ey, lleury Urhen, of Sacred Heurt
Chureh, Canton, uificiatvd., [he certificale
of Acath girves the cnuse as dlarrheu.
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bishop, and together with Father Wincenty told him that they only wanted to take ad-
vantage of him, I said: Let’s do everything to show them our love to the end, and they
will compromise thernselves even more. On Sunday, September 8, I said a quict Mass at
8, and at 10, a festive sung Mass (and what happened to the mourning??): at both
Masscs, those same collectors collected and took the moncy, and the secretary rented
pews. In other words, they mocked the archbishop. Father Wincenty and [ informed the
archbishop of this.... On September 13, the archbishop instructed me to choose a new
committee and announce it on Sunday. Then that committec was to begin to function;
if this would not work, he would close the church. That evening, [ went to a few of our
better parishioners but they were afraid...."

Holy Trinity Church was finally closed. Father Kobrzynski wrote in a letter
dated September 12-17, 1889: “The archbishop does not want to put anyone
but a Resurrectionist into Holy Trinity. Any other priest who got into Holy
Trinity would agitate the entire parish of St. Stanislaus. ... So Father can see
what a volcano we are standing on....” And on November 22, 1889: “Various
ex’s—ex-Resurrectionists Cichocki, Wieczorek, and so on, ex-Capucine
Koztowski, ex-Reformationist Mozejewski, etc—seem constantly to incite
the Holy Trinity parishioners to hold their own stubbornly. The archbishop
thus far remains adamant.”

THE THIRD INTERREIGN, FROM 1889 TO 1893

For the third time, the defenders of the parish began efforts to reopen the
church. Displeased with the stormy occurrences, the archbishop did not give
them any hope. They, therefore, went again to Cardinal Simeoni. A few
months later, they found out that the papal delegate, Monsignor Satolli, was
in Baltimore. They, therefore, sent Antoni Mattek and Jozef Gillmeister to
him in November 1889. Monsignor Satolli told them that he did not have ju-
risdiction for a case of this type; he did, however, promise to take their peti-
tion to Rome and present it to the Prefect of Propaganda, Cardinal Simeoni.
After the audience with Monsignor Satolli, the delegates, upon the advice of
Fathers Rodowicz and Chowanicc, also visited Cardinal Gibbons. He, in
turn, explained to them the cardinal’s relationship to diocesan laws and
added that he could take up the matter of Holy Trinity only with the special
permission of the Holy Father.

At this time, there occurred a change of teachers at Holy Trinity School. In
October 1889, Mr. Jabtonski took the place of Mr. Mattek, who had been cho-
sen secretary general of the Polish National Alliance. Also at this time the
number of parishioners decreased somewhat (as happens in the world—such
is human nature, especially among the Poles), because those less persistent
became discouraged by the long period of setbacks, the more so since the op-
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ponents tried to convince the weaker minds that the future held no hope for
this wretched parish. At any rate, over sixty children attended the school, and
the church bell continued to call the faithful for prayers each Sunday. It was a
sad sight but full of charm to see the people, faithful to the Old Polish cus-
tom, prostrate themselves before the Creator, singing: “Swiety Boze, Swiety
mocny...,” while candles burned on the altar, at which there was no priest.
And the fervent faith in the future and the justice of God and the justice of
the cause was so strong in those who persisted that when they were re-
proached that they persisted so stubbornly and gathered for prayers without
any priest, they replied that Christ would listen to even two or three who
gathered in his Name. And Our Lord Jesus Christ did have mercy on his
small abandoned group.

DEPUTATION TO ROME

The committee now decided to knock directly on the door of the Father of
Christianity by sending a special delegation to Rome. The oldest and most
devoted parishioners contributed money to cover travel expenses to Rome. It
was at the beginning of July 1890 when those delegated by the parish, Misters
Jabtonski and Grajczyk,' set out on the long and strenuous trip. At that time,
the Holy Father was weak and ill (due to the August heat), so it was not pos-
sible for the delegates to come before him. Therefore, they went to the secre-
tary of Propaganda, Archbishop Jacobini, who was short with them. He told
them that he knew the issue and that the delegates had come unnecessarily to
Rome since he had found out that they were not good Catholics. To this he
received a reply that, if the parishioners had not been good Catholics, they
surely would not have spent so much money for the trip and the delegates
would not have undertaken such a trip at all, but would have taken care of
the matter in a totally different manner. After this introduction, Archbishop
Jacobini showed them more sympathy; he asked them for details and pointed
out that they should turn to Cardinal Ledéchowski, who was a Pole after all.
So they went there. However, Cardinal Led6chowski’s servant simply stated
that this church dignitary was absolutely not seeing anyone and closed the
door in their faces.

That same evening, the delegates had an audience with the Prefect of Pro-
paganda Simeoni, who was very cordial and fatherly to them. He was pained
over Holy Trinity’s situation, but pointed out that Propaganda reluctantly
becomes involved in such matters, which should be taken care of by the local
bishop. He asked the delegation to wait a few days for Propaganda’s final
reply. This audience did not inspire the courage of the delegation, and they
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founding of Buffalo clearly states that toward the end of the eighteenth cen-
tury, many Poles managed businesses in America, and Stadnicki was the first
Pole to move west at the time. Some old Poles have stated that the descen-
dants of this Stadnicki, the co-founder of Buffalo and Batavia, live in the state
of Michigan where they own vast farms, but they have become totally dena-
tionalized and besides their Polish last name, they have nothing in common
with the Poles.

The number of Poles living in Buffalo is listed at 80,000, but some state the
number is even higher.

In the church, diocesan positions are held by some Poles. Father Jan Pitass
held the position of dean in this diocese, and in 1901, he was appointed per-
manent or immovable pastor.

Father Dr. Jacek Fudzinski, O.M.C., is the diocesan consultant; Father
Jakéb Wojcik is the synodal examiner; Father Tomasz Flaczek is a member of
the diocesan school administration.

Father Antoni Urbanczyk, C.S.R., who until 1847 was the superior of the
Redemptorists in Rochester, New York, worked in Buffalo from 1854 to 1860,
according to The United States Catholic Almanac. This Catholic Almanac
states that from 1859 to 1866, Father Jan Zawistowski worked at St. Francis
Xavier’s church, Buffalo, New York. The following are the Polish parishes
and settlements in the Diocese of Buffalo.

PARISH OF ST. STANISLAUS, BISHOP AND MARTYR

In organizing huge Polish parishes, two distinguished men in the history
of American Polonia have been covered with everlasting glory: Father Win-
centy Barzytiski in the West and Father Jan Pitass in the East. Both became
distinguished by creating two of the largest Polish parishes in exile: Father
Wincenty Barzynski, the parish of St. Stanislaus Kostka in Chicago number-
ing over 50,000 souls during his lifetime; and Father Jan Pitass, the parish of
St. Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr, numbering over 30,000 souls. Let us not
get into the positive and negative sides of these colossal parishes; we shall
simply ascertain that they were able to join, gather, and unite such huge
masses of immigrant people into one organization, and that they were able to
survive for over a quarter of a century at the head of the huge parishes they
themselves created—a fact attesting the great and unusual organizational
and self-preservational strength of both these priests. In this regard, both
shine on the firmament of Polish American history as permanent stars of
first-class greatness. The organizational strength and permanent residence
(for 35 years) in the position occupied are all the more worthy of admiration
in Father Jan Pitass in Buffalo because in organizing and maintaining his
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huge parish, he did not have any homogenous power of an order behind him
on which he could rely, as Father Wincenty Barzynski had in Chicago. He
had only individual, short-lived priests, who were often good helpers, but
also often some who, by means of intrigues or trcachery, tried to undermine
the existence of his parish and tear it apart. In addition, Father Wincenty
Barzynski already found a ready parish, in existence for five years in Chicago
and numbering several hundred families; on the other hand, Father Jan
Pitass found wild prairies where today there is a populous city, and a small
handful of Poles, whom he decided to take care of. Immediately the follow-
ing day after his ordination, having celebrated his first mass, Father Jan
Pitass, without delay, began organizing a Polish parish, the first in Buffalo.
The day the parish of St. Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr, was founded at
Townsend and Peckham, by some strange coincidence, falls on the day of the
first mass of its founder, Father Jan Pitass, namely on June 8, 1873. Therefore,
the first and oldest, and the second largest Polish parish of the entire immi-
gration, through a rare coincidence, or rather through God’s destiny, is as
old as the priest who is its founder. And so, the history of this parish is the
history of the priestly life of Father Jan Pitass.

Father Jan Pitass was born on July 3, 1844, in German Pikary in Upper Sile-
sia. The young Jan first went to school in his home village, and then attended
high school in Gliwice. From there, he moved to Raciborz where he com-
pleted high school in 1868. In December, 1868, he came to Rome and became
a theology student at the Gregorian University there. After completing his
theology studies, he left for America, and arrived here in May, 1873; he was
ordained by Bishop Steven Vincent Ryan on June 7, 1873.

Immediately, the following day, that is June 8, on Holy Trinity Sunday, he
celebrated his first mass at the chapel of the German Jesuit church of St.
Michael, at which he was assisted by his dear friend and colleague, Father K.
Langner (later a monsignor and vicar general in the Diocese of Marquette),
who had come to America before him. At this first mass celebrated by the
newly ordained priest, a handful of Poles was present, who at that time con-
stituted all of the Polonia in Buffalo.

The afternoon of the day of the first mass, the Poles living in Buffalo under
the direction of the young priest held their first meeting, at which a decision
was made to organize a Polish parish and to begin construction of their own
church as soon as possible.

In the first months after his ordination, the young Father Jan said mass for
the Poles in the chapel at the church of St. Michael, and lived with the Re-
demptorist Fathers. He also diligently began to work on collecting contribu-
tions for the construction of the new Polish church. Since the generosity
among the Poles was great at the time, and since Father Pitass did not skimp
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on his own work and toil, he could, therefore, begin construction of the
small Polish church as soon as the fall of 1873. In January 1374, the construc-
tion of the church was completed, and the bishop consecrated the first house
of God built by the Poles in Buffalo. In addition to the church, the school and
rectory were also under the same roof. This wooden building today serves as
the rectory and is located behind the school. .

And so, Father Pitass, as the first Polish priest in Buffalo, made everlasting
achievements in the area of organizing and uniting Poles newly arrived from
the old country. He, therefore, rightly deserves the name of founder and pa-
triarch of Polish Polonia in Buffalo, as well as virtually all the Polish colonies
in the environs of the Diocese of Buffalo. Even his most ardent enemies give
him credit for this. .

The young parish of St. Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr, grew quickly, and
s0on from the several families there were several hundred. Already in the sec-
ond year of its existence, in 1874, there were—according to thc.meticulousl.y
kept records—g0 baptisms and over 300 famnilies. In the next six years, until
1880, the number stayed more or less the same until 1881, when the number
of baptisms jumped suddenly from 122 to 312! In other words, therc were
over 1,000 families in the parish. Father Pitass was assisted in 1876 by Father
Karol Lanz, and Father E. Bradtkiewicz, and from 1881 to 1886, by Father
Klawiter and Father Chowaniec.

The parish, due to the large influx of immigrants, grew to such huge d1
mensions that the original wooden church became decidedly too small anq it
was necessary to build a larger, brick church. It became possible lo.thmk
more boldly about the construction since there was $10,000 cash in the
church fund, and therefore, in 1882, they got to work. The walls of this mas-
sive, great, and magnificent temple, constructed of stone in the Roman.style,
began to rise. In the spring of 1885 it was possible to move the celebration of
mass to the basement of the incomplete church. In order to accommodate as
many people as possible, the new temple was built in the fashion of St.
Stanislaus in Chicago, with two storics, having an upper and lower church, in
which two masses could be celebrated simulatneously. However, the church
of St. Stanislaus in Buffalo, built in the shape of a cross in compliance with
the regulations for church constructions with the dome at the intersgction gf
the lengthwise nave with the crosswise one—is much more r.nagm.ﬁcent in
appearance on the outside than the church of St. Stanislaus m.Chlcago. In
1886, construction of the new church was progressing very rapidly, and the
consecration of this new temple of the Lord took place in the fall. At this
time, the old church was renovated into the school that could accommodate
several hundred pupils. During this time, the parish of St. Stanislaus in-
creased from hundreds to thousands of families.
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In 1881, there were 312 baptisms; then in 1886, there were 790, or 2,500 fam-
ilies. The Buffalo Ojczyzna for July 22, 1886, in an article on “The Poles in
Buffalo,” describes the current state of the local Polonia as follows:

In the eastern part of the city, 16,000-20,000 Poles scttled. The Polish colony in Buffalo
is totally similar to an average Polish town, there is no lack of mud, no lack of holes in
the sidewalks, and almost on every corner, can be seen the chubby faces of children
playing in the streets. Since the church of St. Stanislaus, although of huge dimensions,
became too small, Bishop Ryan gave permission to build a second church, of which Fa-
ther Piotr Klawiter, the current assistant at the church of St. Stanislaus, was designated
pastor, and his place was taken by the newly ordained Father Teofil Koztowski. . . .

Even though in 1886 the parish of Father Pitass was divided by forming the
new parish of St. Wojciech, and even though in the ensuing years, parishes
were founded one after the other—Assumption in 1889, Kantowo in 1890,
Klintonowo in 1891, Transfiguration in 1893—still the parish of Father Pitass
constantly increased in the number of families, as can be ascertained from
the records which show 1,059 baptisms in 1890, and in 1,221 baptisms in 1892,
or according to our calculations, 4,500 families! This was the climax in the
growth of the parish of St. Stanislaus. The largest number of baptisms in the
parish of St. Stanislaus in Chicago—a fact worth noting—also occurred al-
most at the same time, in 1893, during which time Stanistawowo in Chicago
had 2,260 baptisms, or about 8,000 families. After that year, both Stan-
islawowo in Chicago and Stanistawowo in Buffalo began to decrease numeri-
cally, so much so that by 1902 they decreased almost by half—in 1901, the
Chicago Stanistawowo had only 1,080 baptisms, and the Buffalo one, 614. In
1895—first in Chicago, then in Buffalo—there occurred an explosion of inde-
pendent parishes, but this explosion did not touch the above-mentioned
parishes, but rather Jadwigowo in Chicago and Wojciechowo in Buffalo. Fa-
ther Pitass had barely managed to complete construction of the new church
when it also became necessary to think about the construction of a new
school, and soon a large and spacious school building of red brick was
erected, which was consecrated in 1890. The old wooden school was turned
into the rectory, in which Father Pitass continued to reside with his assis-
tants. Despite several admonitions from the bishop for Father Pitass to build
a new, elegant rectory, Father Pitass preferred to live in the old building.

The nomination of Father Pitass as dean is a unique occurrence in Polish-
American history, because by nominating Father Pitass as dean of all the Pol-
ish churches in his diocese, Bishop Ryan took into consideration the princi-
ple of nationality. This was not considered in other dioceses by other Ameri-
can bishops; the current [1906] bishop of Buffalo did away with this Polish
deanship. Despite this, everyone to this day continues to call Father Pitass
dean. The document of the deceased Bishop Ryan, taking the Polish nation-
ality into consideration, is worth quoting here for everlasting remembrance:
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The Bishop’s Palace, 1025 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, New York

After long and serious deliberation for the purpose of unity, peace, and the identity
of discipline between our Polish priests and the people, as well as for the purpose of
helping us in all that is necessary and beneficial for our numerous Polish pcople, we
have decided to nominate Father Jan Pitass Dean, conferring upon him this title and the
laws of this high position for his long and successful work in spreading Polish churches
in Our Diocese. Therefore, as of today, we are authorizing the Honorable Dean J. Pitass,
pastor of St. Stanislaus in Buffalo, to take over the activities and responsibilities and to
fulfill all the laws of Vicar foranei for the Polish churches of the Diocese of Buffalo and
we are recommending him to all the Poles of this diocese and we are requiring that this
document be read in Polish in all our Polish churches in the hope that it will become a
further advancement to the strength, unity, and harmony among our numerous Polish
people. We, therefore, shall call together our Polish priests in the near future and at the
appropriate time to come to an understanding as to the regulations needed under the
circumstances in which our Polish Catholics find themselves in our beloved country.

S. V. Ryan, The Bishop of Buffalo
Presented in Buffalo, May 29, 1894

On November 13, 1898, we read in Polak w Ameryce that Father Jan Pitass
announced from the pulpit that the entire parish property, valued at about
$400,000 (that includes the church, school, rectory with a spacious garden
that is rarely seen around a rectory, and the Sisters’ convent) is entirely debt
free, and in addition, there is over $3,000 cash in the parish fund. Bishop
Quigley also received this report (see the annals for 1898).

The monumental church of St. Stanislaus has an ancient and gloomy look
to it, especially on the inside, due to the somewhat dark stained glass win-
dows. However, in 1902, the entire inside of the church was repainted in live-
lier colors. On the heavenly background there hang long wreaths woven with
greenery and red and white roses. The outlines of the arcs or vault ribs are
described with strong gold mouldings. On the arcs between the pillars, vari-
ous emblems of the Catholic church, the Holy Father, and so on are tastcfully
and symetrically located and artistically produced. The walls and pillars have
a beautiful terracota-colored background with richly gilded caps and mould-
ings.

The lower church was also completely renovated in 1898, providing the
ceiling with stamped sheet zinc in a golden yellow shade, making an impres-
sion of delicate gypsum stucco.

The whole spacious, two-story church, according to the original plan of
Father Pitass, was to have accommodated the entire Buffalo Polonia. Like Fa-
ther Wincenty Barzynski in Chicago, so Father Pitass in Buffalo needed from
the beginning the guiding thought contained in these words:

Let there be one shepherd and one flock! And we should not be too surprised at these
two priests, since from the very beginning of the history of our immigration, this
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thought has been comimon to almost all pioneer priests, who having obtained a settle-
ment to take care of, understandably did not willingly share their control. Nevertheless,
Father Pitass, sceing that the parish was getting too huge, soon gave up the thought of
one flock and was himself finally in favor of founding more parishes. Besides—natu-
rally and logically, the division of the parish in Buffalo began in 1886, the saine year in
which Father Pitass completed his great and magnificent temple. So, in 1886, first the
parish of St. Wojciech was founded, then in 1889, the parish of the Assumption, next in
1890, the parish of St. John Kanty, in 1891, the parish of St. Casimir, in 1893, the parish of
the Transfiguration, and finally in 1898, the parish of Corpus Christi, nol to mention the
independent parishes. We shall present the characteristics of the founding of these
parishes further along in this history. It is enough to state here in characterizing Father
Pitass that up to a certain time, of the four mathematical rules of addition, subtraction,
multiplication, and division, Father Pitass in his life liked addition and multiplication,
but did not care for subtraction and division. But in his situation, who would not like it?
However, despite these frequent divisions, the parish of Father Pitass even today heads
all the other parishes; it is the richest and numerically the largest, since it could be said
that it bas about 3,600 families (others say that it has only 2,600 families). His parochial
school is huge; 2,800 children attend it, and the teaching staff comprises an impressive
group of 27 Felician Sisters and 5 lay tcachers. It is a veritable army, at the sight of which
it can be shouted: “Jeszeze Polska nie zginielal”

The following is what a correspondent of the Chicago Gazeta Polska Ka-
tolicka wrote about this school in 1876: “. . . give us ten such schools in Amer-
ica, and in a few years you will have a daily Polish newspaper in America”—
and this is exactly what did happen. When the good school increased the
number who could read, in 1887 through the cfforts of Father Pitass the jour-
nal Polak w Amieryce was founded. In the first years it came out twice a week,
and from 1895, daily. And beginning in 1907, a second daily, Polak
Amerykatiski, came out in Buffalo! In light of this, who would dare to say that
Father Pitass did not care about the moral development of the Buffalo Polo-
nia? And the development of all of American Polonia was and continues to
be close to the heart of Father Pitass, proof of which are the two Polish-
Catholic congresses he convened in Buffalo; in 1896, the first, in addition to
Bishop Vertin from Marquette and Father Szambelan Wawrzyniak from the
Duchy of Poznan, was attended by about 100 priests and over 200 lay dele-
gates from all of America; the second, in 1901, was attended by 72 priests and
164 lay delegatcs. In truth, the first congress did not bear the desired fruit, but
the second one is already bearing fruit that hopefully will not decay before
they ripen! Nevertheless, whether they deteriorate or ripen, in any case, it will-
be the achievement of Father Pitass that he planted this congress tree. Those
especially who will in the future reap the fruit from this tree should remem-
ber this.

There were times, during the long term administration of old Bishop Ryan
(he passed away in April 1896), when Father Pitass, beaming with the
bishop’s graces, walked as if in the sun: he was the dean, the bishop’s consul-

The Poles in the State of New York 203

tant, the “vicarius foraneus” and had unlimited influence with the bishop, so
much so that he could do with him as he wanted; even in Buffalo the follow-
ing sentence became a saying: “Nec digitum moveas sine Pitasso,” that is, not a
finger moves without Father Pitass! That was the way it was under the old
bishop, but it changed under the young one. Nothing is permanent in this
world! The old could somehow understand the old, but the young could not
understand the old as well! And what about Father Pitass in light of this
changeability of the Lord’s graces? Well, just as previously he had not cared
about favors, so later he did not care about insults. He was not affected by ei-
ther one or the other. He did his thing as if nothing had changed around
him. It is as if speaking with Horace “Mea me virtute involvo”—in the face of
adversities, he dons a coat of his own virtue, from which, as from armor, all
bullets of the enemy are deflected. The young bishop, immediately after the
congress in 1901, honored him with the title of “permanent pastor,” but this
new testimony of grace did not test the patience of Father Pitass. Everything
around may change, but Father Pitass remains the same; he will always re-
main himself. His is a strangely stable character, shaped like a statue forged
in bronze! He does not care about favors, because favors are the favorite
child of a weakness in character.

The number of priests, who during the quarter of a century stayed with Fa-
ther Pitass either as assistants or helpers, is so great that they could not even
be listed. We shall make an effort to list those priests, whose last names we
found in going over the local church records. In 1876, we found the name of
Father Karol Lanz on the pages of the records; in 1877, Father W. Zareczny; in
1879, Father E. Bradtkiewicz; from 1881 to 1887 the names of Father Klawiter
and Father Chowaniec can be seen; next are Fathers Jozef Barzynski,
Lebiecki, T. Koztowski, J. Szafran, and Franciszek Ciszek, who passed away at
the rectory of Father Pitass on April 28, 1888. This Franciszek Ciszek, a rela-
tive of Father Franciszek Jachimiak, was born in 1843 in Czarny Dunajec,
Galicia; he was in the Order of the Capuchin Fathers, where he became the
superior in 1873 in Krakéw. He came to America in 1882. He stayed in New
York, in Chicago, and then in Buffalo as the assistant of Father Pitass from
December 25, 1883, to July 1884. He next went to Pittsburgh, where he began
construction of the first Polish church. Then he became the pastor in
Dunkirk, from where he returned to Buffalo on February 20, 1887, and re-
mained there as Father Pitass’s assistant until the end.

In November 1888, as the chronicles state, a certain Father Anatoli
Zienkiewicz showed up on Father Pitass’s doorstep, but “since he displayed a
confusion of thought, he was placed in a curative institution.” Father R.
Tomaszewski in Dodge Pine Creek, Wisconsin, at the time, presented a inter-
esting description of this priest’s life. He wrote:
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Father Anatoli Zienkiewicz comes from Warsaw as a Reformationist of the
Wielkopolska province. He was my companion; we were together in eastern Siberia, in
the village of Tunkla, Irkutsk province, where [ was exiled for my participation in the
January Insurrection when reported being the chaplain of the Chmieliniski division by a
certain patriot, who is currently to be found living in Texas (1888). I went to Tunka in
1866, and a fcw years later, Father Anatoli also came from Akatuj, further in Siberia. He
had been sentenced to hard labor or the mines. We lived in Tunka until 1876, from
where we were allowed to go beyond the Ural Mountains to Russia, or nearer Siberia,
where the healthy people were settled in a few provinces, and the ill, after being exam-
ined by the doctor, were designated for the Astrachan and Ekaterynoslawsk provinces.
After seven years, traveling to America I found out in Krakéw that Father Zienkiewicz
was there. As soon as he had been ordained, he threw himself into the turmoil of patri-
otic circumstances; he traveled over Besarabia and the Ukraine with a black hat in his
pocket, which he put on the head of anyone he came across, saying: be a good Pole! and
then he would disappear.

He was arrested in Konstantynéw and sent back to Warsaw, and from there to
Siberia. Through the entire trip, he tried to maintain an altar, which was confiscated a
few times, but finally he was left in peace. In Tunka, in one small room, there was an
altar permanently adorned. He was a good colleague to us; quict, cordial, but very poor
because he had nothing but six rubles per month that the government gave us. He was
frail, and the unpleasant situation affected his nervous system all the more."”

He was later released from the curative establishment, but no one knows
what happened to hin.

In 1888, Father Pitass’s hclpers were Fathers Stefan Szymanowski, Onufry
Piotrowski, Wiadystaw Grabowski, H. Cichocki, I. Barszcz, then, Fathers
Wiktor Zargczny (1889-93), W. Bronikowski, Fabian Pawlar (1889-1890),
W. Sulek (1889-92), Wiktor Rodowicz, Barttomiej Swinko, Tomasz Flac-
zek (1890-1895), W. Kukowski, J. Wéjcik (1891-1892), Kowalski (1892~1895),
Pcza, Krzesniak (1892-1897), W. Zaleski, and A. Plucinski; from 1894, there
were Fathers Gulcz, Piotr Pitass, W. Swinarski (1894~1895), Kopera, J. Papon,
Gajduszek (1894-95); in 1895, Fathers Klejna, and Labuzinski; in 1896, Fathers
Gawtowicz and Senielko; in 1897, Fathers Bratkiewicz, M. Stupek, Guzik, and
Dyminski; in 1899, Fathers Chodacki, Lechowski, Kasprzak, and Letocha
until 1903. From 1905, there was Father Aleksander Pitass, ordained in Rome
in 1904, doctor of theology and canon law; Father Leonard Podlewski. From
1906, there were Fathers Karol Mioduszewski, J. Ciesla, and F. Baran. The
first teacher at St. Stanislaus school, besides the pastor, was Leopold
Smoczynski, then Jakéb Jasiek (1874-91), who changed his name to Johnson
in America; also, there were Mr. Wroblewski, Mr. Fr. Gorski for 12 years, and
Mr. Rozan. The organist and talented teacher of church singing since 1898
has been Tadeusz Balucinski from Galicia.

For twenty years, the church of St. Stanislaus had uncompleted steeples
that protruded beseechingly toward the sky like the cut off arms of a cripple;
they were finally completed in 1906 and 1907.
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One of the most distinguished Polish industrialists in America was un-
doubtedly Antoni Schreiber, the founder and co-owner of a Polish brewery
in Buffalo, New York, who knew how to manage so skillfully that within less
than six years, he took third place among the Buffalo breweries, of which
there are 18. The assets of this brewery—the buildings and equipment—al-
ready came to a substantial sum—over half a million dollars.

Antoni Schreiber was born on January 12, 1864, in Raciaz, Western Prussia,
whose father was Franciszek and mother Ewa née Nieler. He received his ed-
ucation in his native village, then in Tuchola and Radczyn, and next in
Grudzigdz.

In 1881, the energetic young boy decided to seek freedom and good fortune
beyond the sea, because it was too cramped for him under the oppressive
Prussian partition. The future in the old country under the ruthless Prussian
government did not herald good things for ambitious Polish youths.

Arriving in New York in November 1881, Antoni Schreiber found himself
in a free country, but since he did not know English he went through hard
times. In the beginning, he worked wherever and at whatever he could. How-
ever, after two years, he obtained a position appropriate to his talents in one
of the largest chemical companies in the United States as a clerk in the office.
He worked continuously in this company, starting from the bottom, until
1899, achieving a more and more distinguished and prominent position
through his diligence and honesty, until he became a general representative
of this company. In 1899, he began to build a brewery, as has been described
in Part I of Historya Polska w Ameryce in the chapter about “The Industry of
the Poles in America.”

Antoni Schreiber always took a very active part in the movement of na-
tional societies, and still continues to do so. He is a long-term member of the
Polish National Alliance and belongs to Group 61 in Brooklyn, which he
founded. He also founded other groups that are developing splendidly. He
founded the Drama Society in Brooklyn, which for long years under his ad-
ministration and staging was famous in New York and vicinity. For a few
years, he was the secretary and then the president of the Pulaski Society of
Fraternal Aid in Brooklyn, one of the oldest Polish societies in America, as
well as a very esteemed member of the New York Ognisko and Fredro Soci-
eties. After his arrival in Buffalo, Mr. Schreiber joined the well-known and
influential Moniuszko Singers Society, where he served with his customary
generosity, and has held the office of director for the past few ycars. The
Adam Mickiewicz Drama Socicty named him an honorary member, as did
the Harmonia Singers Society in New York.

The 16th Seym of the Polish National Alliance elected Mr. Schreiber censor
of this organization by an unheard of majority vote. In this position, Mr.
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Schreiber displayed his usual energetic activity; he takes care of Polish Na-
tional Alliance matters very earnestly, with zeal, and skillfully manages his
ship. Currently, Mr. Schreiber was nominated commissioner of public ser-
vice in Buffalo. It is a very prestigious position, to which the most serious cit-
izens who are ready to serve society without compensation are called.

Mr. Schreiber is very happily married. He married Miss Teodora Ros-
zykiewicz in Brooklyn in 1888 and had three children, of whom two are liv-

ing.

PARISH OF ST. WOJCIECH IN BUFFALO

The continuing historical development of Polish colonies in Buffalo did
not take place normally and gradually, but through sudden social explosions
and upheavals. Writing the history of the parish of St. Wojciech and other
parishes, we must point out what was characteristic in the founding of these
parishes. Namely, they were founded, as Bishop Quigley in Propaganda
stated himself when he was “ad limina” in Rome—"“non per divisionem sed
per eruptionem”—not through a natural division but through sudden bursts.
When the Polish exiles began to settle en masse in Buffalo (1831), Father
Pitass in 1882 began to build a large, two-story, stone church, so that mass
could be celebrated simultaneously both upstairs and downstairs to accom-
modate as many parishioners as possible. However, some of the people
. wanted a second church. But all efforts in this matter were thwarted by the
Em stiff opposition of Father Pitass. It was then that the prelude to the later tragi-
comedy of the independent church began.

The popular and influential Father Chowaniec (who passed away suddenly
in Baltimore in 1893), Father Pitass’s assistant at the time, advised the people
to build a church on the corner of Broadway and Beck Streets (where today
‘= the Broadway Market is located), without asking the bishop. The Poles did
' this. And when the small wooden church already had a roof over it, they,

persuaded by the German Father Heiter, went to Bishop Ryan with a request
that he give them a priest, presenting the bishop with “the deed” upon condi-
tion that they get a pastor. As usual, the bishop went to Father Pitass, who
advised him as follows: Father Bishop should accept their “deed,” take their
property and church for himself, and then close the church down! And this is
what happened. When the Poles, in the greatest confidence that they would
get a priest, gave the church to the bishop, he immediately the following day
ordered no further construction to be conducted, and closed the church,
which already had a roof but still no windows. Then it so happened that
there was a sudden storm; since the church did not have windows installed,
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church from where he commuted to Crivitz and Spruce. He founded a
school in Crivitz and built a temporary rectory and bell tower in Spruce. A
year later he moved to the “Irish” church in Lanark. From there he com-
muted to Belmont and built a rectory. He also commuted to Almond, where
the church was renovated. In 1904 he became pastor in Bevent, and moved to
Pine Grove in 1905.

THE PARISH OF SAINTS CYRIL AND
METHODIUS IN EATON

This parish is a year younger than the one in Pine Grove, but it is more
maturely and strongly developed. In 1881 seventy Polish families, having
settled in the town of Eaton (Brown County), merged themselves into the
parish of Ss. Cyril and Methodius and immediately built a small wooden
church for themselves, similar to the stable in Bethlehem. As time went by
their colony grew, and today [1905] the entire town of Eaton is inhabited by
Polish farmers. They erected a beautiful brick temple, and when it burned
down after only two months in February 1899, they erected an even more
magnificent one that was the adornment of the entire town.

The first pastor of this parish was Fr. Moczygeba,® followed by Augustyn
Rosochowicz, who was the permanent pastor of the mixed parish of St. Jacob
in Cooperstown, Manitowoc County, from 1876 to 1884. He built the rectory
and purchased the bell, statues, stations of the cross, vestments, and organ,
and he renovated and enlarged the church. In March 1884, he returned to the
Duchy of Poznan, from where he had been banished by Bismarck’s May
Laws. Following him came Piotr Chowaniec, Wiktor Zargczny, L. Garus, Bi-
eniarz,* and Teofil Matkowski. The last one also served in Pine Grove, com-
muting on horseback until someone cut up his saddle and threatened to
hang his horse, because of which he left Eaton and settled permanently in
Pine Grove. After a break of a few months, the unfortunate F. Budzikowski
(who passed away suddenly in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on March 8, 1901)
took over. He was succeeded by Jan Gratza who, as everywhere else, was well
liked by the people but who, due to constant misunderstandings with the
bishop, voluntarily left the Diocese of Green Bay in October 1899 and moved
East to one of the dioceses in Pennsylvania. Then, a neighbor, Fr. Mikotaj
Kofasinski, became pastor, moving his residence from Pine Grove to Eaton.

Kotasinski was born on September 14, 1846 in Galicia. He was ordained on
September 18, 1875, in ltaly, and came to America in 1884. He worked in
Berea, Ohio, and passed away on March 16, 1903, in Wausau, Wisconsin,
from a blood infection caused by a tumor. He is the brother of Fr. Dominik,
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who was at that time the well-known pastor from Detroit, Michigan. In 1901,
the parish in Eaton was taken over by Fr. Kasperski, who was followed in
1902 by Fr. J. Smiech,® and then Fr. Kasperski, who celebrated the silver an-
niversary of his ordination here in 1904.

The parish in Eaton is comprised of about 180 families who are scattered
throughout the farms. Because of this a separate parish school is to some
extent needless; therefore there is none. The lack of one is made up for in
part by the public school which is located close to the church and is attended
by exclusively Polish children, since the entire town of Eaton is made up of
Poles. It is only necessary for the Poles to get themselves a Polish teacher with
an official diploma.

The post office in the town of Eaton, close to the church, is officially
named “Poland.”

There are many Czech settlements in these regions such as Pilzno, Slovan,
Krok, and so on. They are located to the east, close to the shores of Lake
Michigan in Kewaunee County.

THE PARISH OF ST. HEDWIG IN
WEST KEWAUNEE (KROK)

In West Kewaunee, on the shores of Lake Michigan, can be found a Polish
settlement which was already organized into a parish in 1878. Unfortunately,
it was never strong enough to get its own permanent Polish priest. It is ser-
viced by a neighboring Czech priest, Father A. Prochaska. This parish has 50
families numbering 320 souls. Mass is celebrated here every third Sunday of
the month, as well as once on a weekday.

On November 19, 1879, Bishop Krautbauer wrote from Green Bay to
Rome: “Within a ten-mile radius of Kewaunee, there live 300 Czech families,
including 20 German and 30 Polish. Unfortunately, the Czechs are very
miserly. The local Poles have built a new church, and they are hoping to geta
priest. These Poles are extremely courageous with 30 families and they want a
priest! Well, I must laugh, but I do not take away their hope because in these
people the Catholic heart still beats.”

“Only once did we have the courage to have our own priest, a Pole, but he
only stayed with us for six months. This was not due to a lack of funds, but
because he had too little to do,” wrote A. Koralewski from there.

But let us go north of Kewaunee County to the neighboring Door County.
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THE PARISH OF THE OUR LADY OF CZESTOCHOWA
AND THE POLISH MONASTERY IN GREEN BAY

In the bishop’s capital of Green Bay there are about 8o Polish families
living who, within the last few years, have merged into a separate parish
under the direction of Father Teofil Matkowski, who was residing in neigh-
boring Pine Grove at that time. Since they did not have their own church, the
Poles in Green Bay took advantage of an opportunity, the notorious bank-
ruptcy of the Old Catholic “archbishop” Villatte” who sold them his “bish-
opric” for $1,000.

Following Matkowski, Fr. Kotasifiski commuted here from Pine Grove,
and beginning in 1899 this parish has been administered by the Franciscan
Fathers from Putaski. The Parish of Our Lady of Czestochowa has a Polish
parish school, which has been taught by two Sisters of Notre Dame since
1901. About 80 children attend the school.

The Franciscan Fathers set up a residence for themselves in 1900 in the
Polish church in Green Bay, and built at their expense a spectacular
monastery and church called Holy Virgin Mary of the Angels.” It was conse-
crated on July 2, 1903, with the participation of His Excellency [Diomede]
Falconio, the Apostolic Delegate, and Bishops Messmer, Eis, and Schwebach.

The Polish colony in Green Bay constantly increased, and at the beginning
of 1905 there were already about 150 families.

Beginning in 1900, Fr. Antoni Wisniewski” (formerly in Pufaski) and Fr.
Hieronim Schneider® (formerly in Manitowoc) resided in Green Bay. One of
them is simultaneously chaplain of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd and at
the hospital of the Sisters of Charity. It is the wish of the bishop that they also
service other urban institutions. In Green Bay, they also commuted to the
Polish mission in Sobieski and to Little Suamico.*'

The Polish colony in Green Bay is not as young as it seems. As early as 1876
the Kalendarz placed Green Bay on the list of Polish colonies, and in 1879 the
bishop wanted to have a Polish assistant in the bishopric in Green Bay.

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH IN PINE GROVE
(NEW DENMARK)

About ten miles southeast of Green Bay, located in Pine Grove in the town
of New Denmark, Brown County, Polish settlers engaged in farming, orga-
nized themselves into a parish in June 1880, and soon built a church named
Holy Trinity. The first to commute there regularly and celebrate masses was
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the famous Piotr Chowaniec, a priest known for his enthralling oratories
who was later a pastor in Baltimore and there died in a mysterious way from
some poisoning. He established everything in the old-country fashion; con-
sequently he would erect crosses throughout the ficlds—“the Passions of
Christ” erected by him on the way to Green Bay can still be seen to this day
[1905]—and led public processions from settlement to settlement with
banners and singing. Once he even led a procession through the streets of
Green Bay to the bishop’s cathedral, to the great surprise of the Americans.

After Chowaniec, the following pastors were active in Pine Grove: Wiktor
Zargczny, Leopold Garus, Jan Gratza® (July 30, 1891-1894), R. Mamot, J.
Staroscik, A. Lopato, T. Matkowski, and Mikotaj Kolasiniski (who has lately
moved to neighboring Eaton and from there has ministered to this parish
until the permanent pastor, Maciej Jodyszus, arrived from Toledo, Ohio in
1900).

Jodyszus was born on July 26, 18s5, in Maryampol, Suwalki province {in
the Russian partition of Poland]. He came to America in 1887, worked in
Freeland, Pennsylvania, and then spent eight years in a Lithuanian parish in
Brooklyn. He came to the Diocese of Green Bay in 1900.

The parish in Pine Grove has about 100 families. Father Jan Michat
Pociecha served as pastor there beginning in 1905. Pociecha was born on May
24, 1872, in Mrocza, Grand Duchy of Poznari, and studied in America with
the Suplician Fathers in Ellicott City, Maryland. He studied for seven years at
the Polish seminary in Detroit, followed by three years of theology in St.
Francis, Wisconsin. After completing his studies there were two reasons that
prevented his ordination: first, a brother belonged to the “independents” and
proclaimed himself a priest, although he is not and connot be one; and sec-
ondly, there were two priests (of which one has already passed away) who
thought that Pociechowski was a charlatan and believed that Pociecha could
be even worse. And 5o, in order to meet with Jan and to get to know his faith
better, Bishop Messmer, at that time in Green Bay, gave him the opportunity
to go to the university in Washington or in Cincinnati. Jan chose the latter,
where he became a master of the Holy Liturgy. In 1897 he received his lower
holy orders in St. Francis; on January 8, 1899, his subdeanery; on January 15,
the deaconship at the cathedral in Green Bay; and on January 22, he was or-
dained in Stevens Point. He celebrated his first mass in the church of Qur
Lady of Czestochowa in Reading, Pennsylvania.

For a long time before and after his higher holy orders, he held the office of
the bishop’s secretary in Green Bay. In 1899 he became the pastor in Plover,
from where he commuted to Plainfield, Belmont, Pilot Knob, and Friend-
ship. Then he served as pastor in Two Rivers, where he founded a school. In
1902, he organized an English-German parish in Pound, and there he built a
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church from where he commuted to Crivitz and Spruce. He founded a
school in Crivitz and built a temporary rectory and bell tower in Spruce. A
year later he moved to the “Irish” church in Lanark. From there he com-
muted to Belmont and built a rectory. He also commuted to Almond, wherc
the church was renovated. In 1904 he became pastor in Bevent, and moved to
Pine Grove in 1905.

THE PARISH OF SAINTS CYRIL AND
METHODIUS IN EATON

This parish is a year younger than the one in Pine Grove, but it is more
maturely and strongly developed. In 1881 seventy Polish families, having
settled in the town of Eaton (Brown County), merged themselves into the
parish of Ss. Cyril and Methodius and immediately built a small wooden
church for themselves, similar to the stable in Bethlehem. As time went by
their colony grew, and today [1905] the entire town of Eaton is inhabited by
Polish farmers. They erected a beautiful brick temple, and when it burned
down after only two months in February 1899, they erected an even more
magnificent one that was the adornment of the entire town.

The first pastor of this parish was Fr. Moczygeba,® followed by Augustyn
Rosochowicz, who was the permanent pastor of the mixed parish of St. Jacob
in Cooperstown, Manitowoc County, from 1876 to 1884. He built the rectory
and purchased the bell, statues, stations of the cross, vestments, and organ,
and he renovated and enlarged the church. In March 1884, he returned to the
Duchy of Poznan, from where he had been banished by Bismarck’s May
Laws. Following him came Piotr Chowaniec, Wiktor Zareczny, L. Garus, Bi-
eniarz,” and Teofil Matkowski. The last one also served in Pine Grove, com-
muting on horseback until someone cut up his saddle and threatened to
hang his horse, because of which he left Eaton and settled permanently in
Pine Grove. After a break of a few months, the unfortunate F. Budzikowski
(who passed away suddenly in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on March 8, 1901)
took over. He was succeeded by Jan Gratza who, as everywhere else, was well
liked by the people but who, due to constant misunderstandings with the
bishop, voluntarily left the Diocese of Green Bay in October 1899 and moved
East to one of the dioceses in Pennsylvania. Then, a neighbor, Fr. Mikolaj
Kotasinski, became pastor, moving his residence from Pine Grove to Eaton.

Kofasiniski was born on September 14, 1846 in Galicia. He was ordained on
September 18, 1875, in Italy, and came to America in 1884. He worked in
Berea, Ohio, and passed away on March 16, 1903, in Wausau, Wisconsin,
from a blood infection caused by a tumor. He is the brother of Fr. Dominik,



42 A History of the Poles in America to 1908

who was at that time the well-known pastor from Detroit, Michigan. In 1901,
the parish in Eaton was taken over by Fr. Kasperski, who was followed in
1902 by Fr. J. Smiech,® and then Fr. Kasperski, who celebrated the silver an-
niversary of his ordination here in 1904.

The parish in Eaton is comprised of about 180 families who are scattered
throughout the farms. Because of this a separate parish school is to some
extent needless; therefore there is none. The lack of one is made up for in
part by the public school which is located close to the church and is attended
by exclusively Polish children, since the entire town of Eaton is made up of
Poles. It is only necessary for the Poles to get themselves a Polish teacher with
an official diploma.

The post office in the town of Eaton, close to the church, is officially
named “Poland.”

There are many Czech settlements in these regions such as Pilzno, Slovan,
Krok, and so on. They are located to the east, close to the shores of Lake
Michigan in Kewaunee County.

THE PARISH OF ST. HEDWIG IN
WEST KEWAUNEE (KROK)

In West Kewaunee, on the shores of Lake Michigan, can be found a Polish
settlement which was already organized into a parish in 1878. Unfortunately,
it was never strong enough to get its own permanent Polish priest. It is ser-
viced by a neighboring Czech priest, Father A. Prochaska. This parish has 50
families numbering 320 souls. Mass is celebrated here every third Sunday of
the month, as well as once on a weekday.

On November 19, 1879, Bishop Krautbauer wrote from Green Bay to
Rome: “Within a ten-mile radius of Kewaunee, there live 300 Czech families,
including 20 German and 30 Polish. Unfortunately, the Czechs are very
miserly. The local Poles have built a new church, and they are hoping to get a
priest. These Poles are extremely courageous with 30 families and they want a
priest! Well, I must laugh, but I do not take away their hope because in these
people the Catholic heart still beats.”®

“Only once did we have the courage to have our own priest, a Pole, but he
only stayed with us for six months. This was not due to a lack of funds, but
because he had too little to do,” wrote A. Koralewski from there.

But let us go north of Kewaunee County to the neighboring Door County.



Poles in Minnesota 127

PARISH OF THE HOLY CROSS
IN NORTH PRAIRIE

Several miles north of St. Cloud, in Morrison County, on the Mississippi
River, lies North Prairie, an old German settlement founded by Germans.
The first pastor was Father Edward Nagl, a Czech, the current vicar general in
St. Cloud. Our kind-hearted Silesians performed miracles in this parish.
They threw the Germans out (bought them out) and it became purely Polish.
There are about 200 families here. The school is mixed, “public and parish”;
that is, four of our Benedictine Sisters teach there and are paid by the gov-
ernment. Father A. Gospodar, a Silesian born in 1872, has been pastor here
for many years. He had studied in Milwaukee and had been ordained in 1894.
A sturdy fellow!

PARISH OF THE HOLY CROSS IN PLATTE

In the same Morrison County, a new Polish church was consecrated in
Platte on May 3, 1902. The thirty-foot-long church stands on a hill, and next
to it is the rectory, fourteen by eigthteen feet. Not far from there, there is a
public school, attended only by Polish children. Father Wawrzykowski was
pastor there for a few years, and from 1906, Father Jozef Karpinski is there.

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF CARMEL IN OPOLE

Four miles from North Prairie, Stearns County, is the settlement called
“Opole,” organized into a Polish parish in 1889 under the supervision of
Father Chowaniec. The first permanently residing pastor here was Father
Wojcik (today in Buffalo, New York). This settlement was initially called
Brockway, but Father Wojcik together with Father Kitowski obtained a post
office station with the official Polish name of “Opole.” Father Wéjcik, re-
maining here for a year, put the parish in order; he was then succeeded by
Father Kitowski in 1891. Next, from 1892 to 1902, Father Czestaw Zielonka
held the position of pastor; he was born in 1850 in Galicia and was a Do-
minican. He passed away on January 9, 1904, in a hospital in St. Cloud. The
parish has about 75 families.
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THE PARISH OF ST. STANISLAUS
IN LEDOUX (SWAN RIVER)

In the same Morrison County, seven miles northwest of Little Falls, in the
small town of Ledoux, there is the Polish parish of St. Stanislaus, which was
founded in 1882. Father Gruenholz from Alberta, Minnesota was the first to
commute here beginning in 1882. He celebrated mass in a little house located
on a farm that the parish purchased as church property. Then, Father Nagl
from North Prairie commuted here; and finally around 1885, Father Henryk
Cichocki (known to us from Stanistawowo in Chicago), arrived here perma-
nently. The parish then had about 40 families, and a small log church.
Staying here for a short time, Father H. Cichocki went to Chicago to take up
a collection—and he collected Father Piotr Chowaniec to replace him in
Swan River.

Father Piotr Chowaniec purchased sixty acres of land from the parish for
$600, leaving twenty acres for the church; he built a rectory and bought nec-
essary items for the church, among them a painting of St. Stanislaus Bishop
and Martyr by Matejko. About 1888, he left the parish and was missed by
everyone, but brought over Father Stanistaw Siedlecki from the old country
at his own expense. The latter built on to the rectory and fenced in the
cemetery in Swan River. In 1880, Father Siedlecki published an appeal in the
newspapers for contributions towards a school and collected about $475. But
the bishop came to visit him privately and advised him to build a new church
and to convert the old church into a school. And that was what happened.

People inquired about where the money for the school had gone and
began to suspect him; contributions were still coming in for the church,
however, not to him but to an appointed treasurer. He was in Swan River
until March 1892. His own cash fund got mixed up with the parish one,
which became empty. Finally, things within the parish were not going well
for him since he had to have police protection during the celebration of
mass. He left the parish under cover of night, leaving a $3,000 debt behind
him. The parish knew of only about $700. Seven hundred dollars was also
collected towards the new church and left in the care of the treasurer. The
bishop, knowing about the $700, used threats to try to get the money to pay
off the note he had signed for the priest. But the parishioners bought bricks
with the money, and that was the beginning of the church.

Father Kitowski succeeded Father Siedlecki, and under him plans for the
church were prepared, foundations dug, and stones transported to the site.
The parishioners asked the bishop for a replacement and it occurred on April
18,1895. Father S. Suszczyniski arrived here. It was under him that a church
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was built for $12,000 (besides the internal outfittings); it was the most
splendid church in St. Cloud located on farmland, which in the city would
have cost twice as much. [t was consecrated on December s, 1897.

On April 3, 1902, Father Czestaw Zielonka took over the parish, and it was
under him that the $6,000 debt on the church was paid off. Father Zielonka
was a brave administrator and priest. He passed away in January 1904. Father
J. Betzowski has been pastor for the last few years.

The region of Swan River is pretty. The church with its two steeples stands
on a hill and reigns over the neighboring farms from which the Yankees are
slowly withdrawing, being bought out by the Poles. In 1902, the parish had
250 families. Two societies were founded in 1886 by Father Chowaniec: St.
Stanislaus with sixty members, and Rosary with over 100 members.

POLES IN MILLERVILLE

The Poles in Millerville, Douglas County, had the Polish Father Wyszt in
1896.

PARISH OF ST. STANISLAUS IN PERHAM

Further northwest in the neighboring county of Otter Trail, the Polish
parish of St. Stanislaus is located in the small town of Perham, where any
weary priest can find a good rest. What follows was written from there about
the beginnings of this parish in Novernber 1885 to the Buffalo Ojczyzna:

There are sixty-five Polish families here. The church has been without a Polish priest for
a year already. Now, Bishop Seidenbusch has given us a young, fervent, and energetic
pastor from Chicago, Father Piotr Chowaniec, who commutes here every fourth
Sunday. During his time, the church has been decorated, the priestly vestments bought,
our monstrance is the most beautiful in the entire area, the organs are good and the
bell weighs over goo pounds.

Father Gruenholz was the first to arrive here permanently in 1886, and he
remained until 1889; then from 1889 to 1891, Father Wéjcik (today [1905] in
Buffalo, New York) was here. Next, Father Roman Wawrzykowski adminis-
tered here. He was succeeded in Perham by Father Dobrzynski, and then
from 1900 by Father Ignacy Wypich, a newly ordained priest from Detroit.
Next, there was Father Urbanke, under whom a week-long mission was held
by Father Remiguisz Berendt, D.F.M., in July 1902. Father Floryan Ma-
tuszewski was the pastor here for the last few years.

The parish has about 150 families, splendid Kashubians, who stick together
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POLES IN CLOQUET

There are forty Polish families in Cloquet, Carlton County, who are a part
of the local French parish. From time to time, these countrymen are visited
by Father Leon Laskowski from Duluth.

POLES IN STANISEAWOWO (“FLORIAN")

In the very northwestern corner of Minnesota, as if cornered, Poles live
dispersed in the three border counties of Marshall, Kittson, and Roseau.

The oldest Polish parish in this corner of the world is the parish of the As-
cension of Our Lady in a settlement called “Stanistawowo,” in which, as we
read in the newspaper annals, the famous Father Piotr Chowaniec, a great
man of the world, was appointed pastor there in December 188s.

“Stanistawowo” lies in Marshall County, about twelve miles from the
Stephen railroad station, and its closest post office station is Englund. In the
annals of the Chicago Gazeta Katolicka, we read under the date of August 30,
1885:

Three years ago (1882), a small handful of Poles settled in the region of the Red River of
the North, famous for its rich earth. The growth of the colony dates back from the time
Stanistaw Peszczynski (from him probably comes the name “Stanistawowo”) became an
agent there. The beginnings were given by W. Kitowski, J6zef Kardowski, Fr. Kurowski,
J. Gracek, Magda Zawadzka, and Jdzef Szutletowski. These seven families settled on an
area of 2,400 acres. In 1885, there were 120 families here. They are building a church
named for the Holy Virgin Mary. Father Radzejewski from Chicago contributed a bell
here. ...

At that time in 1885, Father Wt. Sebastynski, a Jesuit, was conducting a
mission here. Initially, Polish missionaries commuted here twice a year.
Father Naturski wrote us:

When the hard-working Polish hands changed the praries into plough-land, Father M.
Sengir, a newly-ordained Polish priest, settled here in 1894. The effort to form a parish
(from the current mission) was disrupted due to the unfortunate demolition of the
church at night for the purpose a moving it three miles away. The church, begun in 1895
from the remains of the previous church, was in danger of falling apart after a few years
because construction was never completed, since the parish was divided and did not
have a permanent priest until 1900.

In 1900, Father W. Naturski arrived, united all the Poles, and incorporated
the parish on June 14, 1900. From the church that had been begun, a beau-
tiful temple was erected in 1900, in the Roman style, thirty-six feet wide,
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seventy-two feet long, with a steeple the same height [seventy-two feet].
Since currently [1900] there are seventy-five families in Stanistawowo and
430 souls, among which 200 are adults, the parish has hope, after paying off
the rest of the debt ($500), to support their own pastor from the pew rent.
Father WY Naturski resided here until 1902, but he celebrated mass only
every second Sunday—the first and third of the month; on the second and
fourth Sunday, he would go to Barto, Roseau County, where he was also or-
ganizing a parish.

Father Floryan Matuszewski was the pastor in Stanistawowo from 1902; he
was succeeded by Father Piotr Podleski, who in the spring of 1907 began con-
struction of a new church. The old one had burned down in the fall of 1906.
The name “Stanistawowo” disappeared from The Catholic Directory in 1907,
and was replaced by the name “Florian.” Was it in honor of Father Floryan
Matuszewski?

POLES IN BARTO

Barto is seven miles from the town of Greenbush. Its post office station is
named “Leo.”

At the news that Roseau County was giving out “homestead” land, about
fifty Polish families came there between 1894 and 189;. Before they settled
down on the farms, they built a decent small church, forty feet long and
thirty feet wide, in 1897. And since the earth was good and the location
chosen by the first Polish inhabitants was virtually the best in all of Roseau
County, Polish families continued to flow into Barto and now had 180 farms
there. The substantial distance to the Stephen railroad station (fifty miles)
stemmed the development of farms, but those who had arrived found that
they could support themselves, and the hope that the railroad would soon be
built nearby kept up their persistance. And indeed, in 1904, the Great
Northern Company built a railroad from Thief River Falls to Greenbush,
seven miles from the Polish church.

Beginning in 1900, a Polish missicnary would stay there from time to time.

Father Wt Naturski commuted the 35 miles from Stanistawowo beginning
in January 1900. However, the parishioners, having heard from him per-
sonally that this could not go on much longer because such trips in the local,
almost Canadian climate were ruining his health, began to build a rectory in
the fall of 1901, voting $10 from each farm for this purpose, in the hope of
getting their own priest. This was not difficult. The parish, incorporated in
May 1900, had over 500 souls; among them were forty unmarried farmers.
The land was debt-free, obtained as “homesteads,” and rich, and the people
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Letters of administration on the estate of the late Father Chowanice of the Polish
Catholic Church, corner of Eastern Avenue and Bethel Street were granted to P.J.
Campbell and Franceska Pletrziewicz. The personal estate is valued at about $6,000.



