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CATHOLIC MIRROR (BP.LTIMORE) December 20, 1884 p,5 

POLISH CHURCH 

During the octave of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

the altar of the Blessed Virgin in St, Stanislaus' Polish Church, 

South Ann street, was very prettily dressed, and the alcove 

overhead containing the statue of Our Blessed Lady was beautifully 

~~eathed about with evergreens and white flowers, 

On Sunday ,Father Chownez, from the Diocese of Green Bay, 

Wis" preached to the Polish Congregation and on Monday morning 

200 ladies belonging to the St, Cecilia Society received Holy 

Communion from the hands of the pastor, Rev, Father Cuenz, 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF DETROIT 


ARCHIVES OFFI CE/1234 Washington Blvd .lDetroitiMichigan 48226-1875 (313) 237-5846 

10 M Y 1 98 9 

Thomas Hollovak 
Balt i ore Cit y Archives 
Room 201 
2 1 1 East Pl easant Stre et 
Baltimore, Ma r y l and 21202 

Dea r Mr . Hol lovak: 

Enc losed is a copy of t h e Ko las inski-Chowa niec lett er 
dated May 30, 1 890. I bel i eve it to be an English translat i on of 
the original Pol i s h l e tter. P lease r ead th r ough it to s e e i f it 
seems t o c orrespond t o the footnote in the b o ok y o u were using. 
I f it does not , I can send you a copy of the actu a l Polish 
version, but as I stated ove r t he telepho ne , the ink is f ading 
and it may not be v e r y leg i ble . Fo r y our conveni enc e i n 
understanding the pagination of t h e l etter, my assist ant has 
numbered them a t t he top of each sheet ( 1-1 , 1 -2, 1-3, 1 - 4, 2 - 1 , 
2-2 , et cetera) . It took us a whil e t o fig u re it out. In 
checking t hrough t h e rema ini n g Kolasi nski correspo ndence , I f ind 
no other letters to Fr. Chowan iec . 

Since rely y ours , 

J~A.~ 

Roman P. Godzak 
Arch iv i st 

RPG/eam 



DEPARTMENT OF 
CITY OF BALTIMORE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE 

CITY ARCHIVES AND 
KURT L. SCHMOKE. Mayor RECORDS MANAGEMEl'-'T OFFICE 

211 E. Pleasant Street. Baltimore. Maryland 21202 

19 May 1989 

Mr. Roman Godzak 
•Archives - Archdiocese of Detroit 


1234 Washirigton Boule~ard 


Detroit, Michigan 48226-1875 


Dear Mr. Godzak: 

Thank you for your prompt response to my request. The 
photocopy sent is as you described an english translation of the 
letter I inquired about. I am enclosing a check for the amount 

.' .()f·:.$ ·.· 2.45- ·. to· c·oyer .both copy'ing ·and ·..· . posta·g~ • . ! . also:'sppreciate 
your assistance " help in paginating this letter' it did prove
helpful. 

I am enclosing a copy of a brief history I prepared to 
commemorate Baltimore's Polish National Catholic Church. As you 
will see it touches an a number of Detroit Polish priests. Last, 
thank you for sear~hing for any other correspondence on Father 
Piotr Chowaniec. 

Sincerely, 

-Y~ 

Thomas L. Hollowak 
City Archivist & Records 
Management Officer 

Enc: 2 

http:2.45-�.to
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right holder and tile Archdioce ,;e of Dd~8!t 
Citations must ide ~-.tify the Archives of the 
Archdiocese of Detrr.: t. 
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Who's Who in Polish America 71 

Ch~aniec Rev. Peter. Missionary. Stanislaus. Perham. Minn.••imultane­
pioneer-priest. Born Jan. 17. 1856 in ously pastor at Florian. Minn. He was 
~anok, Poland. Secondary education working also in Wisconsin. where he 

. In Jaslo, studied theology in Przemysl, also built a few churches. In 1887 was 
~olan!l . Came to U.S. in 1881 ; ordained called to Baltimore Md .. where he 
In 1882 in Buffalo. N. Y. Former founded a new parish of Holy Rosary 
assistant at St. Stanislaus par ish, · and was nominated its first pas~or in 
Buffalo. N. Y.• 1882-83. He was called 1887. Here he built a magnlfice~t 
a "Missionary of Minnesota.... where school. Died in Baltimore. Md.• In 
he founded seven parishes : Perham. 1892. 
~tephen, Oven. Bronsville. Brookway, 
~n River, Florian. In all these he . 

built churches. In 1885 pastor of St. 
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:.L'S llURDER. 

OYer Alleced ID­
II. 

f.- TbrN! dAm..,.. 
e ~gun In the el ..... 
oy Moort J. Boone, 
a 1.. Snell, the !eo­

\Itxort J. 80ell, aod 
and hwband. ' For 
r. lhe oewspape"
mmuolcatloDJI and 
\&. In wb.fcb At(lne 
' \O[U tMI be Lo the 
iU.'-I...... the mulll­
I . lk'rendlUltJI nre 
... of tbe tlead mao• 
. rio not claim ttillt 
ol:r. but tbey Ins!.-t 
.rlleI.... cannot belp 
:ert:ndlU\~' ac-cUfol8,­
\ for "'hlcb thu (lX­
«>d 00 be 10 hhl1r.!f. 
I. tMt-the muNla 
.Dt>D.OOO of whom 
bILt Ume HVlne ....11.• 

. "-U lbat lbe deo.<! 
)\1\'0; that ·th6 will 

' ... rol... lng. and In 
.010 Wall mentlonbtJ 
'littler of lbe dea4 
..... are aLld Vl hILI'" 
)neU. lOme by hlit 
IIlh. lnd thl. II tho 
tb,,·., oultJI. 

·'1 AS JlUSER. 
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, ' Dlckion"'UQhb O. <, 

J:£ll~&baUl. , Tpeodon 
Flttl.,r.~~ nes:.le x.. 
Fo~r~,~,.'~..~e L. 
"! rlc~~ ..rn6'~ T,
JI1urmer"..Hen~tette A.. 

, Q.I~~b>,Alapl n 
u'~ll,ord(Wlllam w. 
HUl, )1e~la 1M. 

',Uafi Uton Anple L. 

, ......afti..r.-on 
j 

, ~A)d , . BAH 
, : I.e, eloved , h 1.'1 • l of b4"rener ' arr.ett .. 

, ' [tnfcolnty,pap('JPI I copy.) 
t I !1'be' relat ive. &uct ' r\e of tbe tamt1l are re-

I ~ecttully l tnv1ted t, at~~ hie funersl thl1 (l·rl ­
8.~y r mufo,'1.I1g'.l4t " Lc , 0 ~ ~k. from b18 late re81­

, ~tince. ~ o i 6U~ \\ est Ba 
~A!.RnLtJ.70n Ma 
I '~re;J' ~ ALBEKf CA H 

" De oottlll·'eil, I A.N~E~:-onw
It':ltb\... 1<. v. l' TE 

. Pu~r.\ " ~ll.take 
a1 ~, ~g 8 0 ('.lock 

. urGh, .... tero. av 
'<1 anY ,lnTted. ' :1 ' ' 

I . 
~nl LINN~ OD Mit. ' 
. 'It reet.; Ml • KATl!: 

I 
1­

~O&l' .." ~j IHer lf~n ral ~Ill ta ' 6 P ace thlR (Frld.a:n morn-I f,3.f-"o and. 
i ~g. lit cl lt~ o'clo~ . 11 ~m ~t ...John'l Cburch. 
J In ,Wmrlen~ at new c*hc ' ral Cemetery. I 418 W. FAYE 

C ~; BTN~~.-'On Nat ~ at 31'; at.. I'aul I - liel c~n liE 
'&feet~ JO 'rll'H CoUll 1, ili\....~a four months. I ~rt\nlllc~~2ard ~ 

" ..........0 D.-At t'e r' ldtnce of till brotJ~r-16'09 ~.lJALVt, 
~ :law. Jdlm A. ~hcut Iju~ )iOpk.lnl a:ierluc, _RoO! 
i"'edn.t"(lll~' May 26. l1 ~ j NA rHA~ H . CHA w­

. ~~g:!·w~( ~~d~t RoOr ' : I and the late Hannah I ~3e_~o:m~~~~ 
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i 
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' Ii 
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\ 
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I 
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/ 
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h 24 n' IOlltant, .~ a,P. M.1
E "f, e t1t\iJ-Itxtn~~ar or 

_ ~ 
J 

1 lOre street. " I 

,at No. '7 Wjyomlng
aged ~ht yUri andt' "". I

e~daYI ·!lay ~th, at
liOWAN lEU, 

lac. t~\11 (Friday) ",orntn~. 
. . ' at tne Holy IUolar!' 

aue Tbe c1eriY Me cor-I 
_t . 6-W Conetltut.1on'~ nhhed B~C(

CO: LINS, inner e1~tcenth I wltnou, B?.~~~ 
' I 	 1411 81' PAUL 

!I	 ' FllneraJ \"t11 take r!\ !\CO from hlilate rel\ldcncc, 
01 the S!tt:rnO{)1l or 8~ n, r,dILY. ~th Instant, at 

, ~f80 o'clo Ie .IQterrocn t prly,ate. 
"AXAG E. On May~, 1 t ll')l:.! Booth ' Itreet. 

OiHACl:<,; DVAGE. aged! olght ye~rI snQ \brec 
~oQth.. ' 1 ' ,.

J)~.SON. ~t Wal! lilng ' n, D. c., on W,edne~- I 
dt, May :l...~ tho lbU'i. a . M., Sl18H",, 	 ll:-loO P ,
'y U~t:8t d.uit)ter ot . K and Julta..1. Daw­
a' n. , ·· · I I 

uneral rom parentl~ residence, Z7 Jac Kl!on 
~~:rt'et no tllea8l~ at tu ~e o'clock. P. m., thl!l 

, FrIday, M it 27}' t ' 

I 
DI:CH.S~N At WaShlp , ~n&. D. c.~on Thurl!)day

Jnorntng. ay 26.1~H~, ' . lIN O. ulCh.S(J~.
i F~, eral at throt!o'C! li P. M" tills Ilr-rldllY,
IMIa 'Ii,! om tbe re~ld qc(' of his ullcle. C. .E:. 

'J); 4) ar,l -; Howat a enu6, Mount i)I(,Il~an t.
I ~ l~Gil , IJ8l-0 M ' 

' 
~. at 2537 U nclUtt'r 

I 

lit tot. TH ·OW,~ ' L ' 0HAO~, .<700 tlfty­
e\a 	 .. 

, °Jlu~' Tal will take i I ce on Saturday, 28tht. ~ taDl· 1. l.er ntitr.8 Iphonlul ' (;emeI1ery. 
I . G~B LD M y; 26tb, ' at 7 P. M.• at 

III j
R Ore ro.. , Ul Y

ia AI ..],......... · nn av ' 
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er 01 Thomas and 
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arles > 1I~reet, on Mal' 
1£ FHltK, aged· tour 
I&YII. • 

ri.,1'. C·l.on f~ne.
b clock r. M., HKN­
,wile . ot J:nel1nl 

late real ce. on 
. Y. .t.,,__ . 

I', 
and l'81ued _to RHO 
will plea!le IMye it., I 

Ohl-D.EBi5 OF 
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. 'I ' ~ I .' " - local cyC1(~rg, a nuro. or 
t 10 ti e 'WIll bQ required :to 

11ll!> pt o the 'll hl5tll , and othor work. Tpe 
,ad wOl1lrl . 0 I'bo pen for busIness, but 
r t 'e alrno t cttilly' rains, wH.ch surIOUSIY! 
ter ered !vd III t~e b ' BCCU liOI1 of the work. 
36 ~tOmac ~'li '~r ~r d~e '''~llB . omplete<l on 
e 1 th 111tit. 1 , cons 8tS (Jf tl·vb 8pl\nS or \40 
et !leh. It i ft' co ubinatjon of iron fUH.l 
eel ~fl<l rea B \ P()D ix massUve piers o\'er 
'ty at In h 1 h~,:t ~viaW' bejoOn necessary 
n,H,illtaln bi eic\' rlOn in artier to al!ord , 

,e qul$lt.e C CR.rIlIl '(' for canal hoats, and 
"k. P tbe ' )f~ld~O ~1l f\bove htgb-watcr ., 

ark 1n tbe I I ~otV lOR' ~ The sillall tN'stlo, 
hic I ts being ~uPt LJ' a-sub-cqntractor.be­
vee tbe/ c('Il ~~t ~JI<l the rIvet. Rnd which 
liS ,lll¥it lr U" Ull , uiz;;hed ~>tH.ht1()O and 
ow duwn rt'c' ~lP tly. 1M O~ pectl~ to \.>0 re­
-e<.:t tn ttll1B i t.J.r th · ' trucK. ~11 tbe brid~-
III lOW complutel1. with the r.;xceptton of 
Ie 8 , U llcro8~ t~c '\ u:,l, Whill~ 1~ now lrelng' 
'cc aud will, be completotl before the 
Me ' ltacb~ it, ami , och prugr~~'8 hUB, heen
ad ~lP()ll tb o t e'r llll ~ G facllit.le8 ttt l berU't 
un ~ will1uSllt'C tu ir COlDt>lf tiOU by ttl,tJ 
me they wiI,I.tIe reI} Jlred. 
Jt r,s aiso ,st.ntt'tl ' t at propoftals had been specialty : and he I s equally !p~-h ft '~ Ilt in ' 
ieei ~d oy th.o Halt'mol't) an(l HR['rl~b.urg l toe HuuWRrian Aug rlun uud P~1)8b l) gU~8. ! 
1\11 ~lY C()n1p~n,· \ H8flern o~tensloo ) for 
I,e (illatlolJ Rnd 11\ sopry !lWP t.h.e Mttoen 
\lelJr '.lillet}{.~~~eeu PUl'ter ,ti .Ild '\ ol'k, thH 
)m ny hl.lYiUr'" IJllt<t the uut)~~rY MU~lJC'~,ll
TK( gement~ o~ H c ~rogt.>c uon . o( tl\1s 
or "Etlld ,,/\ 00 ttnqt was aWRI ('d upon Mt­
fae ~)ry u>'r~n to . e~8rs. W ,~lg11t ..t Utrlg'-
Jrn of Rlc~m()~d.,,"" t~o,.,.q+'k. to be COlli ­
,et In Ueuober.his hne ~8esthroulSh 
;>r:i il'~Gr0n~ allt:t,Tb nltlSVille. [ut"the tlrstr.0f 
blC J 1S 10eate4 ~bextenstyo p,ap,er mills at 
,H (~I!ltf~ltJe.r~ wmr, Tbom~"l tlie. thC' jllOC­
ou of t~eiI\:Or~a.l d ' },lli.fl·18~ur~ hiles" is 
t~ pd In :b( tlne r('~non oJ t(}()\1 qtry Olld­
a,y b(ltwee I ~rk aud A bOOtl8to,.. u, jl1st 
lst yard of hq qwu lain kDUfn as the Pig­
)u Hills. be fin;t ~lDe rnU~. or tlll~t por­
on ' Pe-twoe p~rte ~ ,8 . 8Yl] Ie, , t~, , nd ' ~n~oma
om 00 to bd t ,e '\ ork ~nd H~!lrrIKburM' 
D ;,: that i ill uH ' ug the b1teen mtlC~8 to 
'ot ,j the fi , ~ llOe led ur tb~ Htlrr18buf~ 
n~ re aJ80~rOV[d . I , 
T re bei g ~~ tcmUvo brldge8 or other 

:>at Yi featu '8 u n ~ York linE'. th~ tHnte­
len Isays t at t 1 DW ex~cted to cost 
lor :fthan·0. a-ht-If 8 uch vcr mile as the 
'0 rhao Val e...~ l10a f ttl Wjll~m!port to 
be I1y Run' l ~dt'k, It Wft.S sa'ld"p!l~'8 about 
s \l~b tor trtl lis rtation 'll.p,nu.II,Y as toe 
ott J{V9!e enrnln Rf the We~telf1 Mnry ­
'so I lla,~ttmor 

10. iand Cu~n 
T 1~ exterls1 

•1"8 Odlly Illn: 
' ttlat le, 

kJ .. ore 'and
'ie8tern M.nd: ' I 

. I ~~£ S 
, I , I' 

rb ~tate ~8 
1/ ' r 

, iL J 
A , a m$eti, g101i lheld at. I h 

n nlllT\Wunr.l1n4 &1t1~ 
,tal d Valley roads.
° the Westet'n Maryland" plini for tli boJy I o.r • ~ryal :. bo~~ it '"fR• 

he morglU J 1hlY rk fOllr atlditlolUll r/\U­
P ll~etphl' tlnd l\ellding, 

hi. . ~ocrolk and We"Heru, 
yl ud. I : 

01.48 CF.dJEBR.t\Tf. 
L-.. I · gre.·~. 1,\, i+h t~e , ' Ie, 5 

be Ame·rlcil • ~ 
., , 

, t e t'tat-f\ UoBrd of Educa­
.ta. e Norm~l f;obOOl yerter-

vj~ltQU i\nd dj~ulI1'\eal lio 
lcave tllis m~rDjn" : t 8:' 
way of P)lilanelplll , W 
make In two lIays, ri ,vi 
Mood~y. Mady wh I 1m 
for a tew mt1e~. 
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Uev. Peter ~how. Ice l Ta~ n ' y by 


D.H'~)l--HI (ir a,t '*6 k. 

! l ;" , ~ T , ! 

Hev. Peter .LboWR lee, pMtor: r t.h l~oly 
HO!!lRry ' Ghurth, on! EllS ern I I\V~DU , near 
Broadway~ diQd !fud~ nly 'e6terC1~ 1m >rding. 
.Father Cllowaulce , s t ken with 11 ~u; t~o 

t t last FI1day " d c me to' t ~c~orY~
S rec" ~' i '~ ' .,
No. H;J.l Eastern av ' UO. in a cab~, J ~ ~orn- . 
plaint W 8bomaCh i tro ble. WhiCb lllidly 
grt!w 'lor c. c\ilmln lng In hIs dellith , e.ter- l 
day. ' J,~ I1Fathe £1Ohowanlc ae rn in t e ' ~n at 11 

. r'¥ " i 
Zarsrn, in I9al~Clen, , uet ia. H~s err . ~ car3Iwero spent in ~tu y. 1 Dguagcs b~1 'lg hIs I 

.Ln )&\1 he ea~t~ to t ii couutrl~.." ,~o~n 0.1:iuf­
t'1tt6, 1'. Y., w~lere b became a t>ritt~~ t e 1'01­
Juwlui ye:u, ; Tbe ho weut~o Ml~l~f'SO~.: 
Rnd took chargo 0 seven varit-' .hJ " ,U l~, ' 
'\,Fl\therCho,~alllce me to tIns dt.y, and 
thruugh him It be p '18h or the ~h lY~ Koeary
ChUfl:h WtlS fouud d aDd blplt l:l), T~e 
church building ~ !J ~urc9~ded , f U~ thel
,M ethoJisT8. thO d], t htlvin',," lJee,n~, \duccdl 
frum ~),OOU at tbn ime ' to lesstih , ~1l,0<.'Q: 
to-day. The , re:gu : ,'.;::ongrellati~n hterty! 
}'oli80. Dum'gers 11 out.: OOJ Bouls~ btl maoll 
etnlngers Yis~t the C llr<.jh ~~ch ::;ulDqlly. :. : 

i"at 1i(l r ChOjWantc had: HVlU¥ w~th l h~lD, hl~ 
sleter ana her hU:it and, hlsparedt8,rema1n ; 
lng-in Eut~PC. It was his, "'O~ In {ormel'l 
yedn! to carry 00 , extemuve m Itst0f,WOfk 

, ttm, on6l tbe minel~ Wef5turn pe"n~y :\'ftnitl.,
but this had been dl 'con:t1Dued th, o.q.g prese 
of home labor ' Ftiot cr <0bo'Want , pur ' asc<t 
aod laid out_he ~~ Polieh CeIiltj orT n llal ~ 
tlmore. c~t1 , g f.3. 
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n tae 'V,h-rf - ~Qd, ~ 
the i\Vater. ' I ' I 

or-ni a ~hll{' m~:n was 
bor IT DU"A'n'~ vb.arr~ 

I'" " ' . 

kot , pa~ej ' . f Inl~ 

.Id : nt fled. "a ~ ~ 
' U j U~ll~ h' ' loth 

Lo l " ~ ~ hi ' bas ~ ~~I r & . Y 
. ' lOil, pl,Ba, \ ~OI6", 

I I I I . ', ' I 
W troird ~UiJd lor' 0:­

t.h .~~.~tPl~. lY ~!t ~ 
to thr~ <)'(1 0011[ )'e~· 
r ') IJl~P'ltl' lc !f taiM-
P .t. UNIt! . ' ;,an~ nl~_ 
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Ipilst Cbu 
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or. la8t D~ht 
renuy. T ii "h.~ 
liOf{ wbe ,he 
pro~ram fat 

'ilbd Jt"!U ' 
~: ,One bu'nidted 
'ere awatfdM~ 
wed th~1 had 
ats.\~t.r. /-, bar 
.of tbe m~81c.;
~rlntb"l J ca ' 
N iss . Edt{: "111£»"iB'tl 

ttMtra of , tbt 
rest of t e\ p 
,; J. F. Lote' 
, Rev. J. W. 
M. ~.C<1~rcb 

I . 

ial Day eery'
• I ' 
SO. 109, Union . ...... -.l"'1li 
Iria,l serv1~es '1 
~ .near o,i, j 
! att6u-daaee. of 
ment, tbEHt ~'fU~,I~ 
ening's ex 
teAII· hv Mr. I 



nIH lM ' 

Ve~ran8, 

.\TTLE
) I 

,' 

n or- W\cantlidaw. Ii 
PDU 'n. On tbo ~ 
Ale. • o. 6, received c 
ba L gE:t, No. 19, at 
treet, ntAr · Exeter. ' 
te~" ~iY~ three a 
ee\"'c ' : appHcant8. 

pu~h g TU.tJ<i Iy :tf)wurds thre 
a Jar 1 atte aq¢e WM p~e 
mont , '. ' He r1 ' F. Dlenng 
eecrc rv an one ot the ,ort 
mad tlln 1l11d ' ~ on \he lncl'{' 
VAn H~8 of t e OnJer. appeall 
bere 1ncre tbf m-rmooNt 
to tlv bundr this year.

Ls ,tette le, .su.:!O, r,
plica lin. T j~ , lod"e is ad l ' 

num of In mhen~ and Inv 
'	 8t~f,(~ ilr.d!re8 to , visit t~ein t 

cOllf , tb~ d ~ee. ,I , 


Maland ge, No. 21, J'E 
pltea ci>n~ to ' "embenhtp. 
oc'Cu ~ Jaek n 8 Hall. corOE 
and' reeflln utlt a\'enue, a 
w b,e llDElDl ni of the order 
eel ' ! hetlrt .elcome. 
'	 f'e ral ' dke, ~ o. ~. .( 

J:l'gb receiv ' t NO 'app1icatl ' 
lodg fldjour ed. tb~ membe 
tuin : witb duet by M~88r 
Mar tind r>e 'itations by Mr. 

Me 1sIltile Uo(hee, No. ~ 
ni~b in'itlate oue OIlDc1ldlite, 
apvl l!lt1uDtI. antl el~cted. t hi 
Tbey tiR vEl fi teen ctlnt11dates 
eiec 4Hnd re eXJ:H)cted to 
the .xt IDP tlin.c, and mere 
lod~ IIlr~ 1n i~ed tQ' be pre'Ser 
'\ Vi ory ~C'. Ne. :.!5, ,injLjj
l'b.. te, rd , Htl .p<)llY ~lId¥,o. ~ 
tw<;> tlndlda eAt rt-ct>lyed twc 
al:Q., i~ct~d ' theral ~VpHcat}l 
will h' ItU oil ~~ern(jQu f~xcur8i 
July' lb. T e IIrllDu llf1iv~t"I 
by 8~ral, p '"t ml:Ulters of 1 
leav Gn. ' tb,t:! ~) :;jO tram to-de 
Vi~lt 'll(.'){an LQd~e. 1'0. 31. c 
whe ! th~}, i 1 ttbo meet hl! 
fro " 'Eute I Lodge. No. 2P. 
Eek , t·tl · 'e. No; :13. of ~c 

, lersl iLodlle · -o. ~, ot AHe~A 
" K ll\nTS oJ..' PYTHl 
'yetta f.>d~, ,No. , 25. bl 
or. the tlr8t'\.~d rone cal 
pgree. and L >C.tty Lud 

' one , lldlda. ' tor tb ~11-d de 
, day ' ~ht. " !fi

' 1) , '11 1f.>c1 ,No. 53, Woo 
joy1 quite boom, tlV PPUI 
beeT ' ;_"ceive' this mont 0 
the tit degr e was co~ttV'W 
ling I arret -t t hirddJog'Pe~o 
He Rnd at. be i l.\8t~eetln)(
the ' , t dc~r e WllS co~f~rrect 
80ll, obn l' Young ~I)d Am 
sytn T,his )ci){e, IIk~ all oth 
ema anu t turinj{ tpwnS:. t 
u~ d dow in rellam to me 

. Is n on tllo bigb ro~(i to IJI 
'the , ' t repo thu mCllllbersb1i 
twe -ono ast chaI~,~e1IO~ 
tbr knight wi b a re.erve c: 
arid umlJer amOQIl , its mem' 



a.~ are, 
comp ' 

I)Up 
ben t 
Y8 whd 
ve arr~ 

r 

. imIne 
fi hal i 

·an.d lin 
6. Ab 

band, 
or, and one 
phfa ~r ak., 

the a t of 
Roehl s&1. 

t. 

MAS 1\'1('. 

e, to be hpwn 
n5tltlited at Bru 
, last ':i'o ~da.r 
th re n, flO; i ng ~! ! 



t. 

a,. It WD~ Be 

Place' of tile 

e~l8.l01:alet. I Dedlc~atlo•••• ' 
'Pf"ll.1l c.t~o , , 

o partlelP.~e4-BI.h 
~••l +»J"tDtI the ObJeet 

DIIW!.IjI.iI".fo!,~ Setwee. It .ad 

t ' 
.mODI' ve,noIlloUI 
.. f.l.t love, a:a WQ"'I;J&I~ 
cfvlUzed mother, 
cates the l1t ..a~ ,..-a ...."" 

'UB, loved ~!ore 
.al, a fa.lISe love, 
doing rl~ht eVen 
the ,Christians. ~ 
but'do notilove w 
Tionest in cirie's bel 
right beU~f. 
, "In' the ; lower ' 

among animals, 
tear Is the rtBult 
ihe highe8t order 
tear 115 mQre pere 
were ., a.fra!<;l, and 
they had !done wr 
his tear bi-Qught.Ai 
went out 'and h8.1l 
had done:' 'Wrong. e 

o fq,rtable ,fhen in ,mp 
of the, la~' . , He l1 ' do 
a~rald. T~: e ma.n, , ho 
conB¢Jenc~, void orte 
hi" 'God «nd his " now 
has *0 fear, 88,Ve ,rat 
rr..ay do wrong. S~ch m ' 
a.nd character to d~ath. 

"Some one haa Ii.cen 
~dea ot s:uch menl bein 
more. 8ait<l be, If 
'Just lma:~lne .. man 
preferred Ideath "t ' 
preacher had ltved 
year., as :1 ha.ve? b 
auch &. .'t~teme.nt. men in ' aa,I,t1more 
tiuCh u to make 
u.oing, andi

\ wb(), 
t.the.... ' , true 1l 
bonest bumne.. ,men. 
tal thtl,11 ,Chrl.t1anr.: 
death ito Cb,&P&Ct.r~and. ' 
ti()e cbara.cter,"'o ld. 

"Of :cour&e, it ' !'tV are 
eearchlft'" tdr ' b~ ~eD. 



Rev. Peter Chowaniec visited Cleveland, 
Ohio, to be present at the dedication of a 
new Polish church in honor of St. Stan­
islaus. He had been invited to preach 
the dedication sermon. Rev. Father 
Chowaniec continues his indefatigable 
ministry in this city, and has become a 
varitable apostle among the newly ar­
rived emigrants. 

THE CATHOLIC MIRROR 

November 21, 1891 p.5 
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HA.D rXOUBLX WITH THB CARDINAL. 

Excitement 	 1n n"Uhnoro enu.ad by " 
I'rleat'JI Sulclete. 

n.\'L'nUORE, Md., May 28. - (Snccinl. ] -'rhc 
ne\'. }Jeter Chowllnici, B young Poli:ih pric-st 
81Uhhe popular pastor of the Church of the 
Holy Rrumry. died .uddenl)" ycatordny lllorD­
hlR, His mO:lt intimate fManda MY that he 
l'OmDlitted suicide.. and tbat Cardinal Gibbons 
aloDc knowl5 the troublo that led him to the 
act. WOOn \be pri"si:i .6l'8' como to Bnlthnoro 
In 1887 he WlliJ R favorito with tllc Canllrud 
and tho ~Iorcy. who highly prllitJed bis work in 
rnpidly buildiD.II up n lRr.:o congrcgn· 
tion. During the lut "is ulontb8, 
bowo,·cr, he had not been on good 
terms with the Cardinal. Throuuh lIomo 
CRUse unknown to hie fricnd8 be bnd in­
curred the Cardinal's d18pk!neuro. Lht w6~k 
it WOJ ollonl, Atated thnt the CordinllllD­
tonded to roUi.ove him froiD tho ChtJrcb of tho 
ROdo.ry much Aglliust t.he· Widbcs of tho con­
iregation. 'I . 

'rho priest. · who was ¥t.umlly of IL hap(JY. 
acnifll diSPosition, becomo gloomy and do. 
s(lODdcnt. And lust SUD_dRY remnrked to 11 
friend that ho had loarned ho \\'118 to bo ro­
Ulo\"cd fro D) lIis ebRrgo ThursdB}', but ho 
would be dead thfl' dB),. '!'he Cnrdinal wns 
informed of hla a~t.b before lho 
not\co of removAl bad been issued. 
Tho funeral DrrAnllom~Dt.s ~ero hurriedly 
mndo and thie ·ft'enlna tho st"'us about tllO 
chul"ch WON packed with people, all in II grent. 
state 01 excitement uver R ro)lorl that the 
CaNillw had forbiddon the IUDoral uf the 
]lrfest from tho church. Xhrcats were freel), 
uttered.agAio8t tbe Cardjnal Bnd some of tho 
cl(cltcd Pules doclared that tho prics~'e; l'C­
malO!' should bo tAken into tho church if the 
\\,Rll hl1Ci to be torn'dOWll. 

A. 8qurui of l)()lico ~ullrdod the · doots nnd 
kOllt back the crowd. A commUtec of tho 
cougretlatl0n went to the Cardinal's 
LtoUIie, nnd in about an hour 
returned . wit.h the buriRl permit- and 
tho priest's remAins woro taken into the 
church nnd R J'equium .IIna88 cdlcbrau!d.. A 
A largo erowd followed the rcmnios to Mount 
Cannol Cemetery. 

l'flo Cardinnl declllles to talk about the 
mnttor. The Poles havo threatened the lifo of 
the priest in charge of the ADn St.rcct Church, 
whom they charQo with baing tho CRUSO of th~ 
h'oublo bot.ween tho Cmrdinnl Bud tho Rov. 
~b. Chowanici. 
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bishop, and together with Father Wincenty told him that they only wanted to take ad­
vantage of him, I said: Let's do everything to show them our love to the end, and they 
will compromise themselves even more. On Sunday, September 8, I said a quiet Mass at 
8, and at 10, a festive sung Mass (and what happened to the mourning?'): at both 
Masses, those same collectors collected and took the money, and the secretary rented 
pews. In other words, they mocked the archbishop. Father Wincenty and I informed the 
archbishop of this ... . On September 13, the archbishop instructed me to choose a new 
committee and announce it on Sunday. Then that committee was to begin to function; 
if this would not work, he would close the church. That evening, I went to a few of our 
better parishioners but they were afraid...." 

Holy Trinity Church was finally closed. Father Kobrzynski wrote in a letter 
dated September 12-17, 1889: "The archbishop does not want to put anyone 
but a Resurrectionist into Holy Trinity. Any other priest who got into Holy 
Trinity would agitate the entire parish of St. Stanislaus.... So Father can see 
what a volcano we are standing on .... " And on November 22,1889: "Various 

:~ ex's-ex-Resurrectionists Cichocki, Wieczorek, and so on, ex-Capucine 
l Kozlowski, ex-Reformationist Mozejewski, etc.-seem constantly to incitej 

the Holy Trinity parishioners to hold their own stubbornly. The archbishop 
thus far remains adamant." 

,-"I THE THIRD INTERREIGN, FROM 1889 TO 1893 

t: 
For the third time, the defenders of the parish began efforts to reopen the 

church. Displeased with the stormy occurrences, the archbishop did not give 
them any hope. They, therefore, went again to Cardinal Simeoni. A few 
months later, they found out that the papal delegate, Monsignor Satalli, was 
in Baltimore. They, therefore, sent Antoni Mallek and Jozef Gillmeister to 
him in November 1889. Monsignor Satolli told them that he did not have ju­
risdiction for a case of this type; he did, however, promise to take their peti­
tion to Rome and present it to the Prefect of Propaganda, Cardinal Simeoni. 
After the audience with Monsignor Satolli, the delegates, upon the advice of 
Fathers Rodowicz and Chowanicc, also visited Cardinal Gibbons. He, in 
turn, explained to them the cardinal 's relationship to diocesan laws and 
added that he could take up the matter of Holy Trinity only with the special 
permission of the Holy Father. 

At this time, there occurred a change of teachers at Holy Trinity School. In 
October 1889, Mr. Jablonski took the place of Mr. MaUek, who had been cho­
sen secretary general of the Polish National Alliance. Also at this time the 
number of parishioners decreased somewhat (as happens in the world-such 
is human nature, especially among the Poles), because those less persistent 
became discouraged by the long period of setbacks, the more so since the 0P­

" rtf 

Parish of the Holy Trinity 

ponents tried to convince the weaker minds that the future held no hope for 
this wretched parish. At any rate, over sixty children attended the school, and 
the church bell continued to call the faithful for prayers each Sunday. It was a 
sad sight but full of charm to see the people, faithful to the Old Polish cus­
tom, prostrate themselves before the Creator, singing: "Swi~ty Boze, Swi~ty 
mocny... ," while candles burned on the altar, at which there was no priest. 
And the fervent faith in the future and the justice of God and the justice of 
the cause was so strong in those who persisted that when they were re­
proached that they persisted so stubbornly and gathered for prayers without 
any priest, they replied that Christ would listen to even two or three who 
gathered in his Name. And Our Lord Jesus Christ did have mercy on his 
small abandoned group. 

DEPUTATION TO ROME 

The committee now decided to knock directly on the door of the Father of 
Christianity by sending a special delegation to Rome. The oldest and most 
devoted parishioners contributed money to cover travel expenses to Rome. It 
was at the beginning of July 1890 when those delegated by the parish, Misters 
Jablonski and Grajczyk,lS set out on the long and strenuous trip . At that time, 
the Holy Father was weak and ill (due to the August heat), so it was not pos­
sible for the delegates to come before him. Therefore, they went to the secre­
tary of Propaganda, Archbishop Jacobini, who was short with them. He told 
them that he knew the issue and that the delegates had come unnecessarily to 
Rome since he had found out that they were not good Catholics. To this he 
received a reply that, if the parishioners had not been good Catholics, they 
surely would not have spent so much money for the trip and the delegates 
would not have undertaken such a trip at all, but would have taken care of 
the matter in a totally different manner. After this introduction, Archbishop 
Jacobini showed them more sympathy; he asked them for details and pointed 
out that they should turn to Cardinal Ledochowski, who was a Pole after all. 
So they went there. However, Cardinal Ledochowski's servant simply stated 
that this church dignitary was absolutely not seeing anyone and closed the 
door in their faces. 

That same evening, the delegates had an audience with the Prefect of Pro­
paganda Simeoni, who was very cordial and fatherly to them. He was pained 
over Holy Trinity's situation, but pointed out that Propaganda reluctantly 
becomes involved in such matters, which should be taken care of by the local 
bishop. He asked the delegation to wait a few days for Propaganda's final 
reply. This audience did not inspire the courage of the delegation, and they 
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:::ese of Buffalo 

Falls became the bishop's capital 
. Cleveland . The first to head this 
ond, Steven Ryan (1868-96), and 
103. This diocese encompasses the 
mities of Lakes Erie and Ontario; 
of the 215 priests, 35 are Poles; of 
ty of Buffalo itself, there are 50 

4 English, 14 German, seven Pol­
are, therefore, almost as many 

;burgh; the only difference is that 
~ of nationalities. The Poles here 

,n Stadnicki. Around 1786, a cer­
:h capitalists, and having added a 
purchased from the Indians, they 

:al of New York State) show, the 
Itch capitalist company: Wilhelm 
Van Eeger, John and Peter Stad­
J the end of the first half of the 
tory of Buffalo and New York as 

6, having purchased land located 
I dividing it up and colonizing it. 
Erie from the Seneca Indians, the 
settlement already existed, nam­
ew York had been named. New 

las perished . Their descendants 
ppened to Piotr Stadnicki, who 
) historical notes. The village of 
reafter the village of Black Rock 
tnd 1850, the Germans began to 
" probably none of whom knew 
countryman, Stadnicki. 

;t to belong to the Holland Land 
nicki. Since this same company 
boring town ofI3atavia, the Pole 
The history pertaining to the 
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founding of Buffalo clearly states that toward the end of the eighteenth cen­
tury, many Poles managed businesses in America, and Stadnicki was the first 
Pole to move west at the time. Some old Poles have stated that the descen­
dants of this Stadnicki, the co-founder of Buffalo and Batavia, live in the state 
of Michigan where they own vast farms, but they have become totaUy dena­
tionalized and besides their Polish last name, they have nothing in common 
with the Poles. 

The number of Poles living in Buffalo is listed at 80,000, but some state the 
number is even higher. 

In the church, diocesan positions are held by some Poles. Father Jan Pitass 
held the position of dean in this diocese, and in 1901, he was appoin ted per­
manent or immovable pastor. 

Father Dr. Jacek Fudzinski, O.M.e., is the diocesan consultant; Father 
Jak6b W6jcik is the synodal examiner; Father Tomasz F1aczek is a member of 
the diocesan school administration . 

Father Antoni Urbanczyk, C.S.R., who until 1847 was the superior of the 
Redemptorists in Rochester, New York, worked in Buffalo from 1854 to 1860, 

according to The United States Catholic Almanac. This Catholic Almanac 
states that from 1859 to 1866, Father Jan Zawistowski worked at St. Francis 
Xavier's church, Buffalo, New York. The following are the Polish parishes 
and settlements in the Diocese of Buffalo. 

PARISH OF ST. STANISLAUS, BISHOP AND MARTYR 

In organizing huge Polish parishes, two distinguished men in the history 
of American Polonia have been covered with everlasting glory: Father Win­
centy Barzyrlski in the West and Father Jan Pitass in the East. Both became 
distinguished by creating two of the largest Polish parishes in exile: Father 
Wincenty Barzynski, the parish of St. Stanislaus Kostka in Chicago number­
ing over 50,000 souls during his lifetime; and Father Jan Pitass, the parish of 
St. Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr, numbering over 30,000 souls. Let us not 
get into the positive and negative sides of these colossal parishes; we shall 
simpl}' ascertain that they were able to join, gather, and unite such huge 
masses of immigrant people into one organization, and that they were able to 
survive for over a quarter of a century at the head of the huge parishes they 
themselves created-a fact attesting the great and unusual organizational 
and self-preservational strength of both these priests. In this regard, both 
shine on the firmament of Polish American history as permanent stars of 
first-class greatness. The organizational strength and permanent residence 
(for 35 years) in the position occupied are all the more worthy of admiration 
in Father Jan Pitass in Buffalo because in organizing and maintaining his 
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huge parish, he did not have any homogenous power of an order behind him 
on which he could rely, as Father Wincenty Barzynski had in Chicago. He 
had only individual, short-lived priests, who were often good helpers, but 
also often some who, by means of intrigues or treachery, tried to undermine 
the existence of his parish and tear it apart. In addition, Father Wincenty 
Barzynski already found a ready parish, in existence for five years in Chicago 
and numbering several hundred families; on the other hand, Father Jan 
Pitass found wild prairies where today there is a populous city, and a small 
handful of Poles, whom he decided to take care of. Immediately the follow­
ing day after his ordination, having celebrated his first mass, Father Jan 
Pitass, without delay, began organizing a Polish parish, the first in Buffalo. 
The day the parish of St. Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr, was founded at 
Townsend and Peckham, by some strange coincidence, falls on the day of the 
first mass of its founder, Father Jan Pitass, namely on June 8, 18n- Therefore, 
the first and oldest, and the second largest Polish parish of the entire immi­
gration, through a rare coincidence, or rather through God's destiny, is as 
old as the priest who is its founder. And so, the history of this parish is the 
history of the priestly life of Father Jan Pitass. 

Father Jan Pitass was born on July 3, 1844, in German Pikary in Upper Sile­. . sia. The young Jan first went to school in his home village, and then attended ":' :.. high school in Gliwice. From there, he moved to Raciborz where he com­... ~ 
.. pleted high school in 1868. In December, 1868, he came to Rome and became 

~. ~ a theology student at the Gregorian University there. After completing his 
theology studies, he left for America, and arrived here in May, 1873; he was 

... ordained by Bishop Steven Vincent Ryan on June 7, \8n­.., 
Immediately, the following day, that is June 8, on Holy Trinity Sunday, he 

... celebrated his first mass at the chapel of the German Jesuit church of St. 
v.. 

..... 
~. 
'-~ t 

Michael, at which he was assisted by his dear friend and colleague, Father K. 
~ . Langner (later a monsignor and vicar general in the Diocese of Marquette), .. 
;: r who had come to America before him. At this first mass celebrated by the...,.. newly ordained priest, a handful of Poles was present, who at that time con­

stituted all of the Poloniil in Buffalo. 
The afternoon of the day of the first mass, the Poles living in Buffalo under 

the direction of the young priest held their first meeting, at which a decision 
WilS made to organize a Polish parish and to begin construction of their own 
church as soon as possible. 

In the first months after his ordination, the young Father Jan said mass for 
the Poles in the chapel at the church of St. Michael, and lived with the Re­
demptorist Fathers. He also diligently began to work on collecting contribu­
tions for the construction of the new Polish church. Since the generosity 
among the Poles was gre<Jt <Jt the time, and since Father Pitass did not skimp 
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on his own work and toil, he co uld, therefore, begin construction of the 
small Polish church as soon as the fall Ofl8n-ln January 1874, the construc­
tion of the church was completed, and the bishop consecrated the first house 
of God built by the Poles in Buffalo. In addition to the church, the school and 
rectory were also under the same roof. This wooden building today serves as 

the rectory and is located behind the school. 
And so, Father Pitass, as the first Polish priest in Buffalo, made everlasting 

achievements in the area of organizing and uniting Poles newly arrived from 
the old country. He, therefore, rightly deserves the name of founder and pa­
triarch of Polish Polonia in Buffalo, as well as virtually all the Polish colonies 
in the environs of the Diocese of Buffalo. Even his most ardent enemies give 

him credit for this. 
The young parish of St. Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr, grew quickly, and 

soon from the several families there were several hundred. Already in the sec­
ond year of its existence, in 1874, there were-according to the meticulously 
kept records-90 baptisms and over 300 families. In the next six years, until 
\880, the number stayed more or less the same until 1881, when the number 
of baptisms jumped suddenly from 122 to 312! In other words, there were 
over 1,000 families in the p<Jrish . Father Pit<Jss was assisted in 1876 by Father 
K<Jrol Lam., and F<Jther E. Bradtkiewicz, and from 188\ to \886 , by Father 

Klawiter and Father Chowaniec. 
The parish, due to the large influx of immigrants, grew to such huge di­

mensions that the original wooden church became decidedly too small and it 
was necessary to build a larger, brick church. It became possible to think 
more boldly about the construction since there was $10,000 cash in the 
church fund, and therefore, in 1882, they got to work. The walls of this mas­
sive, great, and magnificent temple, constructed of stone in the Roman style, 
began to rise. In the spring of 1885 it was possible to move the celebration of 
mass to the basement of the incomplete church. In order to <Jccommodate as 
many people as possible, the new temple was built in the fashion of St. 
Stanislaus in Chicago, with two stories, having an upper and lower church, in 
which two masses could be celebrated simulatneously. However, the church 
of St. Stanislaus in Buffalo, built in the shape of a cross in compliance with 
the regulations for church constructions with the dome at the intersection of 
the lengthwise nave with the crosswise one-is much more magnificent in 
appearance on the outside than the church of St. Stanislaus in Chicago. In 
1886, construction of the new church was progressing very rapidly, and the 
consecration of this new temple of the Lord took place in the fall. At this 
time, the old church was renovated into the school that could accommodate 
several hundred pupils. During this time, the parish of SI. Stanislaus in­
creased from hundreds to thousands of famili es. 
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In 1881, there were 312 baptisms; then in 1886, there were 790, or 2,500 fam­
ilies. The Buffalo Ojczyzna for July 22, 1886, in an article on "The Poles in 
Buffalo," describes the current state of the local Polonia as follows: 

In the eastern part of the city, 16,000-20 ,000 Poles settled. The Polish colony in Buffalo 
is totally similar to an average Polish tOWIl, there is no lack of mud, no lack of holes in 
the sidewalks, and almost on every corner, can be see n the chubby faces of children 
playing in the streets . Since th e church of SI. Stanislaus, although of huge dimensions, 
became too small, Bishop Ryan gave permission to build a second chu rch, of which Fa­
ther Piotr Klawiter, the current assistant at the church of SI. Stanislaus, was designated 
pastor, and his place was taken by th e newly ordained Father Teofil Kozlowski ... . 

Even though in 1886 the parish of Father Pitass was divided by forming the 
new parish of St. Wojciech, and even though in the ensuing years, parishes 
were founded one after the other-Assumption in 1889, Kantowo in 1890, 
Klintonowo in 1891, Transfiguration in 1893-Still the parish of Father Pitass 
constantly increased in the number of families , as can be ascertained from 
the records which show 1,059 baptisms in 1890, and in 1,221 baptisms in 1892, 
or according to our calculations, 4,500 families! This was the climax in the 
growth of the parish of SI. Stanislaus. The largest number of baptisms in the 
parish of SI. Stanislaus in Chicago-a fact worth noting-also occurred al­
most at the same time, in 1893, during which time Stanistawowo in Chicago

: had 2,260 baptisms, or about 8,000 families. After that year, both Stan­
I • 

islawowo in Chicago and Stanistawowo in Buffalo began to decrease numeri­1' : 
cally, so much so that by 1902 they decreased almost by half- in 1901, the 

I. ,.. Chicago Stanistawowo had only 1,180 baptisms, and the Buffalo one, 614. In 
: . 	 1895-first in Chicago, then in Buffalo-there occurred an explosion of inde­
·. 	 pendent parishes, but this explosion did not touch the above-mentioned 
·.. , parishes, but rather Jadwigowo in Chicago and Wojciechowo in Buffalo. Fa­

.. . ther Pitass had barely managed to complete construction of the new church 
• ! 	 when it also became necessary to think about the construction of a new 

school, and soon a large and spacioLls school building of red brick was: . 
erected, which was consecrated in 1890. The old wooden school was turned 
into the rectory, in which Father Pitass continued to reside with his assis­
tants. Despite several admonitions from the bishop for Father Pitass to build 
a new, elegant rectory, Father Pitass preferred to live in the old building. 

The nomination of Father Pitass as dean is a unique occurrence in Polish­
American history, because by nominating Father Pitass as dean of all the Pol­
ish churches in his diocese, Bishop Ryan took into consideration the princi­
ple of nationality. This was not considered in other dioceses by other Ameri­
can bishops; the current [1906] bishop of Buffalo did away with this Polish 
deanship. Despite this, everyone to this day continues to call Father Pitass 
dean. The document of the deceased Bishop Ryan, taking the Polish nation­
ality into consideration, is worth quoting here for everlasting remembrance: 

The Poles in the State of New York 

The Bishop's Palace, 1025 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, New York 

After long and seriolls deliberation for the purpose of unity, peace, and the identity 
of discipline between our Polish priests and the people, as well as for the purpose of 
helping us in all that is necessary and beneficial for our numerous Polish people, we 
have decided to nominate Father Jan Pitass Dean, conferring upon him this title and the 
laws of this high position for his long and successful work in spre(lding Polish churches 
in Our Diocese. Therefore, as of today, we are authorizing the Honorable Dean J. Pitass, 
pastor of SI. Stanislaus in Buffalo, to take over the act ivities and responsibilit ies and to 
fulfill all the laws ofYicar foranei for the Polish churches of the Diocese of Buffalo and 
we are recommending him to all the Poles of this diocese and we are requiring that this 
document be read in Polish in all ou r Polish churches in the hope tha t it will become a 
further advancement to the strengt h, unity, and harmony amo ng ou r numerous Polish 
people. We, therefore, shall call together our Polish priests in the near future and at the 
appropriate time to come to an understanding as to the regulations needed under the 
circumstances in which our Polish Catholics find themselves in our beloved country. 

S. V. Ryan, The Bishop of Buffalo 
Presented in Buffalo, May 29,1894 

On November 13, 1898, we read in Polak W Amerycc that Father Jan Pitass 
announced from the pulpit that the entire parish property, valued at about 
$400,000 (that includes the church, school, rectory with a spacious garden 
that is rarely seen around a rectory, and the Sisters' convent) is entirely debt 
free, and in addition , there is over $3,000 cash in the parish fund. Bishop 
Quigley also received this report (see the annals for 1898). 

The monumental church of SI. Stanislaus has an ancient and gloomy look 
to it, especially on the inside, due to the somewhat dark stained glass win­
dows. However, in 1902, the entire inside of the church was repainted in live­
lier colors. On the heavenly background there hang long wreaths woven with 
greenery and red and white roses. The outlines of the arcs or vault ribs are 
described with strong gold mouldings. On the arcs between the pillars, vari­
ous emblems of the Ca tholic church, the Holy Father, and so on are tastefully 
and symetrically located and artistically produced. The walls and pillars have 
a beautiful terracota-colored background with richly gilded caps and mould­
Il1gs. 

The lower church was also completely renovated in 1898, providing the 
ceiling with stamped sheet zinc in a golden yellow shade, making an impres­
sion of delicate gypsum stucco. 

The whole spacious, two-story church, according to the original plan of 
Father Pitass, was to have accommodated the entire Buffalo Polonia. Like Fa­
ther Wincenty Barzynski in Chicago, so Father Pitass in Buffalo needed from 
the beginning the guiding thought contained in these words: 

Let there be one shepherd and one flock! And we should not be too surprised at these 
two priests, since from the very beginning of the history of our immigration, this 
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thought has been common to almost all pioneer priests, who having obtained a settle­
ment to take care of, understandably did not willingly share their control. Nevertheless, 
Father Pitass, seeing that the parish was getting too huge, soon gave up the thought of 
one flock and was himself finally in favor of founding more parishes. l3esides-natu­
rally and logically, the divis ion of the parish in Buffalo began in 1886, the same year in 
whi ch Father Pitass completed his great and magnificent temple. So, in 1886, first the 
parish ofSt. \'Vojciech was founded, then in 1889, the parish of the Assumption, next in 
1890, the parish ofSt. John Kanty, in 1891, the parish of St. Casimir, in 1893, the parish of 
the Transfiguration, and finally in 1898, the parish of Corpus Christi, nOI to mention the 
independent parishes. We shall present the ch aracteristics of the founding of these 
parishes further along in this history. It is enough to state here in characterizing Father 
Pitass that up to a certain time, of the four mathematical rules of addition, subtraction, 
multiplication , and division, Father Pit ass in his life liked addition and multiplication , 
but did not care for subtraction and division. But in his situation, who would not like it? 
However, despite these frequent divisions, the parish of Father Pitass even today heads 
all the other parishes; it is the richest and numericall y the largest, since it could be said 
that it has about 3,600 families (o thers say that it has only 2,600 families). His parochial 
school is huge; 2,800 children attend it, and the teaching staff comprises an impressive 
group of 27 Felicia n Sisters and 51a)' teachers. It is a ve ritable army, at the sight of which 
it can be shouted: "Jcszcze Polska /lie zgil1i~la!" 

The following is what a correspondent of the Chicago Gazeta Polska Ka­
tolieka wrote about this school in 1876: " . .. give us ten such schools in Amer­
ica , and in a few years you will have a daily Polish newspaper in America"­
and this is exactly what did happen. When the good school increased the , 	 Ilumber who could read, in 1887 through the efforts of Father Pitass the jour­
nal Polak w Ameryce was founded. In the first years it came out twice a week, 
and from 1895, daily. And beginning in 1907, a second daily, Polak 
AmerykQliski, came Ollt in Buffalo! In light of this, who would dare to say that 
Father Pitass did not care about the moral developmellt of the Buffalo Polo­
nia? And the development of all of American Polonia was and continues to 

' " I. 	 be dose to the heart of Father Pitass, proof of which are the two Polish­
Catholic congresses he convened in Buffalo; in 1896, the first, in addition to 
Bishop Vertin from Marquette and Father Szambelan Wawrzyniak from the 
Duchy of Poznal], was attended by about 100 priests and over 200 lay dele­
gates from all of America; the second, in 1901, was attended by 72 priests and 
164lay delegates . In truth, the first congress did not bear the desired fruit, but 
the second one is already bearing fruit that hopefully will not decay before 
they ripen! Nevertheless, whether they deteriorate or ripen, in any case, it will · 
be the achievement of Father Pitass that he planted this congress tree. Those 
especially who will in the future reap the fruit from this tree should remem­
ber this. 

There were times, during the long term administration of old Bishop Ryan 
(he passed away in April 1896), when Father Pitass, beaming with the 
bishop's graces, walked as if in the sun: he was the dean, the bishop'S consul-

The Poles in the State of New York 

tant, the "vicarius foraneus" and had unlimited influence with the bishop, so 
much so that he could do with him as he wanted; even in Buffalo the follow­
ing sentence became a saying: "Nee digitum moveas sine Pitasso," that is, not a 
finger moves without Father Pitass! That was the way it was under the old 
bishop, but it changed under the young one. Nothing is permanent in this 
world! The old could somehow understand the old, hut the young could not 
understand the old as well! And what about Father Pitass in light of this 
changeability of the Lord's graces? Well, just as previously he had not cared 
about favors, so later he did not care about insults. He was not affected by ei­
ther one or the other. He did his thing as if nothing had changed around 
him. It is as if speaking with Horace "Mea me virtute involvo"-in the face of 
adversities, he dons a coat of his own virtue, from which, as from armor, all 
bullets of the enemy are deflected. The young bishop, immediately after the 
congress in 1901 , honored him with the title of "permanent pastor," but this 
new testimony of grace did not test the patience of Father Pitass. Everything 
around may change, but Father Pitass remains the same; he will always re­
main himself. His is a strangely stable character, shaped like a statue forged 
in bronze! He does not care about favors, hecause favors are the favorite 
child of a weakness in character. 

The number of priests, who during the quarter of a century stayed with Fa­
ther Pitass either as assistants or helpers, is so great that they could not even 
be listed. We shall make an effort to list those priests, whose last names we 
found in going over the local church records. In 1876, we found the name of 
Father Karol Lanz on the pages of the records; in 1877, Father W. Zar~czny; in 
1879, Father E. Bradtkiewicz; from 1881 to 1887 the names of Father Klawiter 
and Father Chowaniec can be seen; next are Fathers Jozef Barzynski, 
Lebiecki, T. Kozlowski, J. Szafran, and Franciszek Ciszek, who passed away at 
the rectory of Father Pitass on April 28, 1888. This Franciszek Ciszek, a rela­
tive of Father Fran ciszek Jachimiak, was born in 1843 in Czarny Dunajec, 
Galicia; he was in the Order of the Capuchin Fathers, where he became the 
superior in 1873 in Krakow. He came to America in 1882. He stayed in New 
York, in Chicago, and then in Buffalo as the assistant of Father Pitass from 
December 25, 1883, to July 1884. He next went to Pittsburgh, where he began 
construction of the first Polish church. Then he became the pastor in 
Dunkirk, from where he returned to Buffalo on February 20, 1887, and re­
mained there as Father Pitass's assistant until the end. 

In November 1888, as the chronicles state, a certain Father Anatoli 
Zienkiewicz showed up on Father Pitass's doorstep, but "since he displayed a 
confusion of thought, he was placed in a curative institution." Father R. 
Tomaszewski in Dodge Pine Creek, Wisconsin, at the time, presented a inter­
esting description of this priest's life. He wrote: 
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Father Anatoli Zienkiewicz comes from Warsaw as a Reformationist of the 
Wielkopolska province. He was my companion; we were together in eastern Siberia, in 
the village of Tunkla, Irkutsk province, where I was cxiled for my participation in the 
January Insurrection when reported being the chaplain of the ChmieJinski division by a 
certain patriot, who is currently to be found living in Texas (1888). I went to Tunka in 
1866, and a few years later, Father Anatoli also came from Akatuj, further in Siberia. He 
had been scntenced to hard labor or the mines. We lived in Tunka until 1876, from 
where we were allowed to go beyond the Ural Mountains to Russia, or nearer Siberia, 
where the healthy people were settled in a few provinccs, and the ill, after being exam­
ined by the doctor, were designated for the Astrachan and Ekaterynoslawsk provinces. 
After seven years, traveling to America I found out in Krak6w that Father Zienkiewicz 
was there. As soon as he had been ordained, he threw himself into the turmoil of patri­
otic circumstances; he traveled over Besarabia and the Ukraine with a black hat in his 
pocket, which he put on the head of anyone he came across, saying: be a good Pole! and 
then he would disappear. 

He was arrested in Konstantynow and sent back to Warsaw, and from there to 
Siberia. Through the entire trip, he tried to maintain an altar, which was confiscated a 
few times, but finally he was left in peace. In Tunka, in one small room, there was an 
altar permanently adorned . He was a good colleague to us; quiet, cordial, but very poor 
because he had nothing but six rubles per month that the government gave us. He was 
frail, and the unpleasant situation affected his nervous system all the more. I.! 

He was later released from the curative establishment, but no one knows 
what happened to him. 

In 1888, Father Pitass's helpers were Fathers Stefan Szymanowski, Onufry 

: Piotrowski, Wladyslaw GrabO\·yski, H. Cichocki, I. Barszcz, then, Fathers 
Wiktor Zar~czny (1889-93), W. Bronikowski, Fabian Pawlar (1889-1890), 
W. Sulek (1889-92), Wiktor Rodowicz, l3artlomiej Swinko, Tomasz Flac­
zek (1890-1895), W. Kukowski, J. Wojcik (1891-1892), Kowalski (1892-1895), 
Pcza, Krzesniak (1892-1897), W. Zaleski, and A. Plucinski; from 1894, there 
were Fathers Guicz, Piotr Pitass, W. Swinarski (1894-1895), Kopera, J. Papon, 
Gajduszek (1894-95); in 1895, Fathers Klejna, and Labuzinski; in 1896, Fathers 
Gawlowicz and Senielko; in 1897, Fathers Bratkiewicz, M. Slupek, Guzik, and 
Dyminski; in 1899, Fathers Chodacki, Lechowski, Kasprzak, and Letocha 
until 1903. From 1905, there was Father Aleksander Pitass, ordained in Rome 
in 1904, doctor of theology and canon law; Father Leonard Podlewski. From 
1906, there were Fathers Karol Mioduszewski, J. Ciesla, and F. Baran. The 
first teacher at SI. Stanislaus school, besides the pastor, was Leopold 
Smoczynski, then Jakob Jasiek (1874-91), who changed his name to Johnson 
in America; also, there were Mr. Wroblewski, Mr. Fr. Gorski for 12 years, and 
Mr. Rozan. The organist and talented teacher of church singing since 1898 
has been Tadeusz BaluciI1ski from Galicia. 

For twenty years, the church of SI. Stanislaus had uncompleted steeples 
that protruded beseechingly toward the sky li.ke the cut off arms of a cripple; 
they were finally completed in 1906 and 1907. 

The Poles in the State of New York 

One of the most distinguished Polish industrialists in America was un­
doubtedly Antoni Schreiber, the founder and co-owner of a Polish brewery 
in Buffalo, New York, who knew how to manage so skillfully that within less 
than six years, he took third place among the Buffalo breweries, of which 
there are 18 . The assets of this brewery-the buildings and equipment-al­
ready came to a substantial sum-over half a million dollars. 

Antoni Schreiber was born on January 12, 1864, in Raciaz, Western Prussia, 
whose father was Franciszek and mother Ewa nee Nieler. He received his ed­
ucation in his native village, then in Tuchola and Radczyn, and next in 
Grudzi~dz. 

In 1881, the energetic young boy decided to seek freedom and good fortune 
beyond the sea, because it was too cramped for him under the oppressive 
Prussian partition. The future in the old country under the ruthless Prussian 
government did not herald good things for ambitious Polish youths. 

Arriving in New York in November 1881, Antoni Schreiber found himself 
in a free country, but since he did not know English he went through hard 
times. In the beginning, he worked wherever and at whatever he could. How­
ever, after two years, he obtained a position appropriate to his talents in one 
of the largest chemical companies in the United States as a clerk in the office. 
He worked continuously in this company, starting from the bottom, until 
1899, achieving a more and more distinguished and prominent position 
through his diligence and honesty, until he became a general representative 
of this company. In 1899, he began to build a brewery, as has been described 
in Part I of Historya Polska w Ameryce in the chapter about "The Industry of 
the Poles in America." 

Antoni Schreiber always took a very active part in the movement of na­
tional societies, and still continues to do so. He is a long-term member of the 
Polish National Alliance and belongs to Group 61 in Brooklyn, which he 
founded. He also founded other groups that are developing splendidly. He 
founded the Drama Society in Brooklyn, which for long years under his ad­
ministration and staging was famous in New York and vicinity. For a few 
years, he was the secretary and then the president of the Pulaski Society of 
Fraternal Aid in Brooklyn, one of the oldest Polish societies in America, as 
weU as a very esteemed member of the New York Ognisko and Fredro Soci­
eties. After his arrival in Buffalo, Mr. Schreiber joined the well-known and 
influential Moniuszko Singers Society, where he served with his customary 
generosity, and has held the office of director for the past few years. The 
Adam Mickiewicz Drama Society named him an honorary member, as did 
the Harmonia Singers Society in New York. 

The 16th Seym of the Polish National Alliance elected Mr. Schreiber censor 
of this organization by an unheard of majority vote. In this position, Mr. 
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Schreiber displayed his usual energetic activity; he takes care of Polish Na­
tional Alliance matters velY earnestly, with zeal, and skillfully manages his 
ship. Currentiy, Mr. Schreiber was nominated commissioner of public ser­
vice in Buffalo. It is a very prestigious position, to which the most serious cit­
izens who are ready to serve society without compensation are called. 

Mr. Schreiber is very happily married. He married Miss Teodora Ros­
zykiewicz in Brooklyn in 1888 and had three children, of whom two are liv­
mg. 

PARISH OF ST. WOJCIECH IN BUFFALO 

The continuing historical development of Polish colonies in Buffalo did 
not take place normally and gradually, but through sudden social explosions 
and upheavals. Writing the history of the parish of St. Wojciech and other 
parishes, we must point out what was characteristic in the founding of these 
parishes. Namely, they were founded, as Bishop Quigley in Propaganda 
stated himself when he was "ad lim ina" in Rome-"non per divisionem sed 
per eruptionem"-not through a natural division but through sudden bursts. 
When the Polish exiles began to settle en masse in Buffalo (1881), Father 
Pitass in 1882 began to build a large, two-story, stone church, so that mass 
could be celebrated simultaneously both upstairs and downstairs to accom­

:: modate as many parishioners as possible. However, some of the people 
wanted a second church. But all efforts in this matter were thwarted by the 
sliff opposition of Father Pitass. It was then that the prelude to the later tragi­.. 
comedy of the independent church began. 

...- The popular and influential Father Chowaniec (who passed away suddenly .'" in Baltimore in 1893), Father Pitass's assistant at the time, advised the people 
to build a church on the corner of Broadway and Beck Streets (where today 
the Broadway Market is located), without asking the bishop. The Poles did 

,.'. 	 this . And when the small wooden church already had a roof over it, they, 
persuaded by the German Father Heiter, went to Bishop Ryan with a request 
that he give them a priest, presenting the bishop with "the deed" upon condi­
lion that they get a pastor. As usual, the bishop went to Father Pitass, who 
advised him as follows: Father Bishop should accept their "deed," take their 
property and church for himself, and then close the church down! And this is 
what happened. When the Poles, in the greatest confidence that they would 
get a priest, gave the church to the bishop, he immediately the following day 
ordered no further construction to be conducted, and closed the church, 
which already had a roof but still no windows. Then it so happened that 
there was a sudden storm; since the church did not have windows installed, 
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church from where he commuted to Crivitz and Spruce. He founded a 
school in Crivitz and built a temporary rectory and bell tower in Spruce. A 
year later he moved to the "Irish" church in Lanark. From there he com­
muted to Belmont and built a rectory. He also commuted to AJmond, where 
the church was renovated. [n 1904 he became pastor in Bevent, and moved to 
Pine Grove in 1905. 

THE PARISH OF SAINTS CYRIL AND 


METHODIUS IN EATON 


This parish is a year younger than the one in Pine Grove, but it is more 
maturely and strongly developed. [n 1881 seventy Polish families, having 
settled in the town of Eaton (Brown County), merged themselves into the 
parish of Ss. Cyril and Methodius and immediately built a small wooden 
church for themselves, similar to the stable in Bethlehem. As time went by 
their colony grew, and today [1905J the entire town of Eaton is inhabited by 
Polish farmers. They erected a beautiful brick temple, and when it burned 
down after only two months in February 1899, they erected an even more 
magnificent one that was the adornment of the entire town. 

The first pastor of this parish was Fr. Moczygltba,8J followed by Augustyn 
Rosochowicz, who was the permanent pastor of the mixed parish of St. Jacob 
in Cooperstown, Manitowoc County, from 1876 to 1884. He built the rectory 
and purchased the bell, statues, stations of the cross, vestments, and organ, 
and he renovated and enlarged the church. In March 1884, he returned to the 
Duchy of Poznan, from where he had been banished by Bismarck's May 
Laws. Following him came Piotr Chowaniec, Wiktor Zarltczny, L. Garus, Bi­
eniarz,B' and Teofil Malkowski. The last one also served in Pine Grove, com­
muting on horseback until someone cut up his saddle and threatened to 
hang his horse, because of which he left Eaton and settled permanently in 
Pine Grove. After a break of a few months, the unfortunate F. Budzikowski 
(who passed away suddenly in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on March 8, 1901) 

took over. He was succeeded by Jan Gratza who, as everywhere else, was well 
liked by the people but who, due to constant misunderstandings with the 
bishop, voluntarily left the Diocese of Green Bay in October 1899 and moved 
East to one of the dioceses in Pennsylvania. Then, a neighbor, Fr. Mikolaj 
Kolasinski, became pastor, moving his residence from Pine Grove to Eaton. 

Kolasinski was born on September 14, 1846 in Galicia. He was ordained on 
September 18, 1875, in Italy, and came to America in 1884. He worked in 
Berea, Ohio, and passed away on March 16, 1903, in Wausau, Wisconsin, 
from a blood infection caused by a tumor. He is the brother of Fr. Dominik, 
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who was at that time the well-known pastor from Detroit, Michigan. In 1901, 

the parish in Eaton was taken over by Fr. Kasperski, who was followed in 
1902 by Fr. J. Smiech,ss and then Fr. Kasperski, who celebrated the silver an­
niversary of his ordination here in 1904. 

The parish in Eaton is comprised of about 180 families who are scattered 
throughout the farms. Because of this a separate parish school is to some 
extent needless; therefore there is none. The lack of one is made up for in 
part by the public school which is located close to the church and is attended 
by exclusively Polish children, since the entire town of Eaton is made up of 
Poles. It is only necessary for the Poles to get themselves a Polish teacher with 
an official diploma. 

The post office in the town of Eaton, close to the church, is officially 
named "Poland." 

There are many Czech settlements in these regions such as Pilzno, Slovan, 
Krok, and so on. They are located to the east, close to the shores of Lake 
Michigan in Kewaunee County. 

THE PARISH OF ST. HEDWIG IN 


WEST KEWAUNEE (KROK) 


In West Kewaunee, on the shores of Lake Michigan, can be found a Polish 
settlement which was already organized into a parish in 1878. Unfortunately, 
it was never strong enough to get its own permanent Polish priest. It is ser­
viced by a neighboring Czech priest, Father A. Prochaska. This parish has 50 

families numbering 320 souls. Mass is celebrated here every third Sunday of 
the month, as well as once on a weekday. 

On November 19, 1879, Bishop Krautbauer wrote from Green Bay to 
Rome: "Within a ten-mile radius of Kewaunee, there live 300 Czech families, 
including 20 German and 30 Polish. Unfortunately, the Czechs are very 
miserly. The local Poles have built a new church, and they are hoping to get a 
priest. These Poles are extremely courageous with 30 families and they want a 
priest! Well, I must laugh, but I do not take away their hope because in these 
people the Catholic heart still beats."~6 

"Only once did we have the courage to have our own priest, a Pole, but he 
only stayed with us for six months. This was not due to a lack of funds, but 
because he had too little to do," wrote A. Koralewski from there. 

But let us go north of Kewaunee County to the neighboring Door County. 

Pol 

THE PARISH 

MARY IN 

On an island named Door « 
opening Green Bay, we find tht 
there is a parish that was foune 
beginning, but despite this it 
Poles. There was a time when t 
Polish priest, Franciszek Kr61, " 
He built a comfortable rectory i 
I was there in 1897 to hear East 
there were about forty Polish f; 
the island. I travelled from Stu 
old-fashioned post road that tt 
rest of the world, a God-forsak( 

But let us still return to the I 

within a 10 to 30 mile radius, 

ments. 

THE PARISH C 

1SIDOI 

The village of Flintville, esta 
approximately thirteen miles n 
Pulaski, on a small river called· 
longed to the parish in Duck' 
1895. It was only in that year 
Wlaslowski, that aU the Catholi 
and Abrams, regardless of th 
parish under the name of Saint 

Clearly, the territory includ, 
than the difficulties in organizi 
The newly founded parish was 
Czechs, and Belgians who, wh 
church and began to speak, gav 
of Babel. This conglomerate c 
parish, actually consisted of 2; 

vailed. 
In 1886 Flintville was in corp' 



39 '\merlca to 1908 

roseph on Greenfield Avenue in 

FELlCIAN SISTERS 

ted in 1888 through the efforts of 

location, nestled in the greenery 

oe ten minutes from the Polish 

; the Felician Sisters have an or­


'mt there is a beautiful park with 

spacious garden, meticulously 

'rick house for the chaplain, and 
~zycki's printing office. 

\CRED HEART 

;:RS 

itowoc County, a Polish parish 
n honor of the Sacred Heart on 
. His successors were Cichocki, 
~ Kingdom of Poland, he left 
, and Marcin Mozejewski (who 
here in 1898). 

)er 23, 1899, as a grey-bearded, 
America, he visited South and 
rgentina for two years. He was 
h parish in Two Rivers in 1898, 

:signated the newly ordained 
d completion of the new brick 
uilt a Polish-English school at­

.er secretary of the bishop, was 
om the Diocese of Przemyska, 

four Polish parishes located in 

Poles in Wisconsin 

THE PARISH OF THE OUR LADY OF CZPTOCHOWA 

AND THE POLlSH MONASTERY IN GREEN BAY 

In the bishop's capital of Green Bay there are about 80 Polish families 
living who, within the last few years, have merged into a separate parish 
under the direction of Father Teofil Ma{kowski, who was residing in neigh­
boring Pine Grove at that time. Since they did not have their own church, the 
Poles in Green Bay took advantage of an opportunity, the notorious bank­
ruptcy of the Old Catholic "archbishop" ViJlatte77 who sold them his "bish­
opric" for $1,000. 

Following Malkowski, Fr. KOfasinski commuted here from Pine Grove, 
and beginning in 1899 this parish has been administered by the Franciscan 
Fathers from Pulaski. The Parish of Our Lady of Cz'tstochowa has a Polish 
parish school, which has been taught by two Sisters of Notre Dame since 
1901. About 80 children attend the school. 

The Franciscan Fathers set up a residence for themselves in 1900 in the 
Polish church in Green Bay, and built at their expense a spectacular 
monastery and church called Holy Virgin Mary of the Angels,?8 It was conse­
crated on July 2, 1903, with the participation of His Excellency [Diomede] 
Falconio, the Apostolic Delegate, and Bishops Messmer, Eis, and Schwebach . 

The Polish colony in Green Bay constantly increased, and at the beginning 
of '905 there were already about 150 families. 

Beginning in 1900, Fr. Antoni Wisniewski79 (formerly in PUfaski) and Fr. 
Hieronim Schneidef'l° (formerly in Manitowoc) resided in Green Bay. One of 
them is simultaneously chaplain of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd and at 
the hospital of the Sisters of Charity. It is the wish of the bishop that they also 
service other urban institutions. In Green Bay, they also commuted to the 
Polish mission in Sobieski and to Little Suamico.8] 

The Polish colony in Green Bay is not as young as it seems. As early as 1876 

the Kalendarz placed Green Bay on the list of Polish colonies, and in 1879 the 
bishop wanted to have a Polish assistant in the bishopric in Green Bay. 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH IN PINE GROVE 

(NEW DENMARK) 

About ten miles southeast of Green Bay, located in Pine Grove in the town 
of New Denmark, Brown County, Polish settlers engaged in farming, orga­
nized themselves into a parish in June 1880, and soon built a church named 
Holy Trinity. The first to commute there regularly and celebrate masses was 
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the famous Piotr Chowaniec, a priest known for his enthralling oratories 
who was later a pastor in Baltimore and there died in a mysterious way from 
some poisoning. He established everything in the old -country fashion; con­
sequently he would erect crosses throughout the ftclds-"the Passions of 
Christ" erected by him on the way to Green Bay can still be seen to this day 
[1905]-and led public processions from settlement to settlement with 
banners and singing. Once he even led a procession through the streets of 
Green Bay to the bishop's cathedral, to the great surprise of the Americans. 

After Chowaniec, the following pastors were active in Pine Grove: Wiktor 
Zarttczny, Leopold Garus, Jan Gratza81 (July 30, 1891-1894), R. Mamot, J. 
Staroscik, A. Lopato, T. Matkowski, and Mikolaj Kolasinski (who has lately 
moved to neighboring Eaton and from there has ministered to this parish 
until the permanent pastor, Maciej Jodyszus, arrived from Toledo, Ohio in 
1900 ). 

Jodyszus was born on July 26, 1855, in Maryampol, Suwatki province [in 
the Russian partition of Poland]. He came to America in 1887, worked in 
Freeland, Pennsylvania, and then spent eight years in a Lithuanian parish in 
Brooklyn. He came to the Diocese of Green Bay in 1900. 

The parish in Pine Grove has about 100 families. Father Jan Michal 
Pociecha served as pastor there beginning in 1905. Pociecha was born on May 
24, 1872, in Mrocza, Grand Duchy of Poznan, and studied in America with 
the Suplician Fathers in Ellicott City, Maryland. He studied for seven years at 
the Polish seminary in Detroit, followed by three years of theology in St. 
Francis, Wisconsin. After completing his studies there were two reasons that 
prevented his ordination: first, a brother belonged to the "independents" and 
proclaimed himself a priest, although he is not and connot be one; and sec­
ondly, there were two priests (of which one has already passed away) who 
thought that Pociechowski was a charlatan and believed that Pociecha could 
be even worse. And so, in order to meet with Jan and to get to know his faith 
better, Bishop Messmer, at that time in Green Bay, gave him the opportunity 
to go to the university in Washington or in Cincinnati. Jan chose the latter, 
where he became a master of the Holy Liturgy. In 1897 he received his lower 
holy orders in St. Francis; on January 8,1899, his subdeanery; on January 15, 
the deaconship at the cathedral in Green Bay; and on January 22, he was or­
dained in Stevens Point. He celebrated his first mass in the church of Our 
Lady of Cz~stochowa in Reading, Pennsylvania. 

For a long time before and after his higher holy orders, he held the office of 
the bishop's secretary in Green Bay. In 1899 he became the pastor in Plover, 
from where he commuted to Plainfield, Belmont, Pilot Knob, and Friend­
ship. Then he served as pastor in Two Rivers, where he founded a school. In 
1902, he organized an English-German parish in Pound, and there he built a 

Poles in Wisconsin 

church from where he commuted to Crivitz a'nd Spruce. He founded a 
school in Crivitz and built a temporary rectory and bell tower in Spruce. A 
year later he moved to the "Irish" church in Lanark. From there he com­
muted to Belmont and built a rectory. He also commuted to Almond, where 
the church was renovated. In 1904 he became pastor in Bevent, and moved to 
Pine Grove in 1905. 

THE PARISH OF SAINTS CYRIL AND 


METHODIUS IN EATON 


This parish is a year younger than the one in Pine Grove, but it is more 
maturely and strongly developed. In 1881 seventy Polish families, having 
settled in the town of Eaton (Brown County), merged themselves into the 
parish of Ss. Cyril and Methodius and immediately built a small wooden 
church for themselves, similar to the stable in Bethlehem. As time went by 
their colony grew, and today [1905] the entire town of Eaton is inhabited by 
Polish farmers . They erected a beautiful brick temple, and when it burned 
down after only two months in February 1899, they erected an even more 
magnificent one that was the adornment of the entire town. 

The first pastor of this parish was Fr. Moczyg~ba,8J followed by Augustyn 
Rosochowicz, who was the permanent pastor of the mixed parish ofSt. Jacob 
in Cooperstown, Manitowoc County, from 1876 to 1884. He built the rectory 
and purchased the bell, statues, stations of the cross, vestments, and organ, 
and he renovated and enlarged the church. In March 1884, he returned to the 
Duchy of Poznan, from where he had been banished by Bismarck's May 
Laws. Following him came Piotr Chowaniec, Wiktor Zar~czny, L. Garus, Bi­
eniarz,B4 and Teofi! Malkowski. The last one also served in Pine Grove, com ­
muting on horseback until someone cut up his saddle and threatened to 
hang his horse, because of which he left Eaton and settled permanently in 
Pine Grove. After a break of a few months, the unfortunate F. Budzikowski 
(who passed away suddenly in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on March 8, 1901) 
took over. He was succeeded by Jan Gratza who, as everywhere else, was well 
liked by the people but who, due to constant misunderstandings with the 
bishop, voluntarily left the Diocese of Green Bay in October 1899 and moved 
East to one of the dioceses in Pennsylvania. Then, a neighbor, Fr. Mikotaj 
Kolasinski, became pastor, moving his residence from Pine Grove to Eaton. 

Kolasinski was born on September 14, 1846 in Galicia. He was ordained on 
September 18, 1875, in Italy, and came to America in 1884. He worked in 
Berea, Ohio, and passed away on March 16, 1903, in Wausau, Wisconsin, 
from a blood infection caused by a tumor. He is tbe brother of Fr. Dominik, 
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who was at that time the well-known pastor from Detroit, Michigan. In 1901, 

the parish in Eaton was taken over by Fr. Kasperski, who was followed in 
1902 by Fr. J. Smiech,85 and then Fr. Kasperski , who celebrated the silver an­
niversary of his ordination here in 1904. 

The parish in Eaton is comprised of about 180 families who are scattered 
throughout the farms. Because of this a separate parish school is to some 
extent needless; therefore there is none. The lack of one is made up for in 
part by the public school which is located close to the church and is attended 
by exclusively Polish chiJdren, since the entire town of Eaton is made up of 
Poles. It is only necessary for the Poles to get themselves a Polish teacher with 
an official diploma. 

The post office in the town of Eaton, close to the church, is officially 
named "Poland." 

There are many Czech settlements in these regions such as Pilzno, Slovan, 
Krok, and so on. They are located to the east, close to the shores of Lake 
Michigan in Kewaunee County. 

THE PARISH OF ST. HEDWIG IN 


WEST KEWAUNEE (KROK) 


In West Kewaunee, on the shores of Lake Michigan, can be found a Polish 
settlement which was already organized into a parish in 1878. Unfortunately, 
it was never strong enough to get its own permanent Polish priest. It is ser­
viced by a neighboring Czech priest, Father A. Prochaska. This parish has 50 

families numbering 320 souls. Mass is celebrated here every third Sunday of 
the month, as weil as once on a weekday. 

On November 19, 1879, Bishop Krautbauer wrote from Green Bay to 
Rome: "Within a ten-mile radius of Kewaunee, there live 300 Czech families, 
including 20 German and 30 Polish. Unfortunately, the Czechs are very 
miserly. The local Poles have built a new church, and they are hoping to get a 
priest. These Poles are extremely courageous with 30 families and they want a 
priest! \"'ell, I must laugh, but I do not take away their hope because in these 
people the Catholic heart still beats. "86 

"Only once did we have the courage to have our own priest, a Pole, but he 
only stayed with us for six months. This was not due to a lack of funds, but 
because he had too little to do," wrote A. Koralewski from there. 

But let us go north of Kewaunee County to the neighboring Door County. 
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PARISH OF THE HOLY CROSS 


IN NORTH PRAIRIE 


Several miles north of St. Cloud, in Morrison County, on the Mississippi 
River, lies North Prairie, an old German settlement founded by Germans. 
The first pastor was Father Edward Nagl, a Czech, the current vicar general in 
St. Cloud. Our kind-hearted Silesians performed miracles in this parish. 
They threw the Germans out (bought them out) and it became purely Polish. 
There are about 200 families here. The school is mixed, "public and parish"; 
that is, four of our Benedictine Sisters teach there and are paid by the gov­
ernment. Father A. Gospodar, a Silesian born in 1872, has been pastor here 
for many years. He had studied in Milwaukee and had been ordained in 1894. 

A sturdy fellow! 

PARISH OF THE HOLY CROSS IN PLATTE 

In the same Morrison County, a new Polish church was consecrated in 
Platte on May 3,1902. The thirty-foot-long church stands on a hill, and next 
to it is the rectory, fourteen by eigthteen feet. Not far from there, there is a 
public school, attended only by Polish children. Father Wawrzykowski was 
pastor there for a few years, and from 1906, Father J6zefKarpinski is there. 

PARISH OF OUR LADY OF CARMEL IN OPOLE 

Four miles from North Prairie, Stearns County, is the settlement called 
"Opole," organized into a Polish parish in 1889 under the supervision of 
Father Chowaniec. The first permanently residing pastor here was Father 
W6jcik (today in Buffalo, New York). This settlement was initially called 
Brockway, but Father W6jcik together with Father Kitowski obtained a post 
office station with the official Polish name of "Opole." Father W6jcik, re­
maining here for a year, put the parish in order; he was then succeeded by 
Father Kitowski in 1891. Next, from 1892 to 1902, Father Czeslaw Zielonka 
held the position of pastor; he was born in 1850 in Galicia and was a Do­
minican. He passed away on January 9, 1904, in a hospital in St. Cloud. The 
parish has about 75 families. 



n America to 1908 

JLATE CONCEPTION 


NN 


Ie is located, a few miles northwest 
a Polish parish in St. Ann. Before 
holic church, but, since it was too 
uish under the direction of Father 
magnificent church called the Im­
nass there only twice a month be­
. however, there are over 100 fam­
Jastor since 1898. There are five 
try Sodality, Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
~n's. Father S. D~browski was the 
down, and in 1903, through the 
and respected Father Zygmunt 

nple was built. In January 1905, 
~wly ordained Polish priest, Father 
elebrated his first mass there. 

'I IN LITTLE FALLS 

e Mississippi River, in Morrison 
Jt 200 Polish families live in and 
he Polish farmers is Stevens Point 
. meeting place of almost all the 

'ng time ago. They began to build 
as where the church was to stand, 
te bishop was brought in as judge 
of anger, the losing side did not 
struction. And here, the Teutonic 
odor Rekosiak, under whose ad­
Jtifully, has been the pastor here 

Poles in Minnesota 129 

THE PARISH OF ST. STANISLAUS 


IN LEDOUX (SWAN RIVER) 


In the same Morrison County, seven miles northwest of Little Falls, in the 
small town of Ledoux, there is the Polish parish of St. Stanislaus, which was 
founded in 1882. Father Gruenholz from Alberta, Minnesota was the first to 
commute here beginning in 1882. He celebrated mass in a little house located 
on a farm that the parish purchased as church property. Then, Father Nagl 
from North Prairie commuted here; and finally around 1885, Father Henryk 
Cichocki (known to us from Stanisfawowo in Chicago), arrived here perma­
nently. The parish then had about 40 families, and a small log church. 
Staying here for a short time, Father H. Cichocki went to Chicago to take up 
a collection-and he collected Father Piotr Chowaniec to replace him in 
Swan River. 

Father Piotr Chowaniec purchased SLXty acres of land from the parish for 
$600, leaving twenty acres for the church; he built a rectory and bought nec­
essary items for the church, among them a painting of St. Stanislaus Bishop 
and Martyr by Matejko. About 1888, he left the parish and was missed by 
everyone, but brought over Father Stanislaw Siedlecki from the old country 
at his own expense. The latter built on to the rectory and fenced in the 
cemetery in Swan River. In 1880, Father Siedlecki published an appeal in the 
newspapers for contributions towards a school and collected about $475. But 
the bishop came to visit him privately and advised him to build a new church 

.. ' 

and to convert the old church into a school. And that was what happened. 
People inquired about where the money for the school had gone and 

began to suspect him; contributions were still coming in for the church, -" 
however, not to him but to an appointed treasurer. He was in Swan River 
until March 1892. His own cash fund got mixed up with the parish one, 
which became empty. Finally, things within the parish were not going well : 

for him since he had to have police protection during the celebration of 
mass. He left the parish under cover of night, leaving a $3,000 debt behind -,.1 

~J 

him. The parish knew of only about $700. Seven hundred dollars was also "­
"­...... 

collected towards the new church and left in the care of the treasurer. The .... ......bishop, knowing about the $700, used threats to try to get the money to pay 
off the note he had signed for the priest. But the parishioners bought bricks 
with the money, and that was the beginning of the church . 

Father Kitowski succeeded Father Siedlecki, and under him plans for the 
church were prepared, foundations dug, and stones transported to the site. 
The parishioners asked the bishop for a replacement and it occurred on April 
18,1895. Father S. Suszczynski arrived here. It was under him that a church 
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was built for $12,000 (besides the internal outfittings); it was the most 
splendid church in St. Cloud located on farmland, which in the city would 
have cost twice as much. It was consecrated on December 5, 1897. 

On April 3, 1902, Father Czeslaw Zielonka took over the parish, and it was 
under him that the $6,000 debt on the church was paid off. Father Zielonka 
was a brave administrator and priest. He passed away in January 1904. Father 
J. Belzowski has been pastor for the last few years. 

The region of Swan River is pretty. The church with its two steeples stands 
on a hill and reigns over the neighboring farms from which the Yankees are 
slowly withdrawing, being bought out by the Poles. In 1902, the parish had 
250 families. Two societies were founded in 1886 by Father Chowaniec: St. 
Stanislaus with sixty members, and Rosary with over 100 members. 

POLES IN MILLERVILLE 

The Poles in Millerville, Douglas County, had the Polish Father Wyszt in 
1896. 

PARISH OF ST. STANISLAUS IN PERHAM 

Further northwest in the neighboring county of Otter Trail, the Polish 
parish of St. Stanislaus is located in the small town of Perham, where any 
weary priest can find a good rest. What follows was written from there about 
the beginnings of this parish in November 1885 to the Buffalo Ojczyzna: 

There are sixty-five Polish families here. The church has been without a Polish priest for 
a year already. Now, Bishop Seiden busch has given us a young, fervent , and energetic 
pastor from Chicago, Father Piotr Chowaniec, who commutes here every fourth 
Sunday. During his time, the church has been decorated, the priestly vestments bought, 
our monstrance is the most beautiful in the entire area, the organs are good, and the 
bell weighs over 900 pounds. 

: Father Gruenholz was the first to arrive here permanently in 1886, and he .. ,. 
# 

remained until 1889; then from 1889 to 1891, Father W6jcik (today [1905J in 
Buffalo, New York) was here. Next, Father Roman Wawrzykowski adminis­
tered here. He was succeeded in Perham by Father Dobrzynski, and then 
from 1900 by Father Ignacy Wypich, a newly ordained priest from Detroit. 
Next, there was Father Urbanke, under whom a week-long mission was held 
by Father Remiguisz Berendt, D.F.M., in July 1902. Father Floryan Ma­
tuszewski was the pastor here for the last few )'ears. 

The parish has about 150 families, splendid Kashubians, who stick together 
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POLES IN CLOQUET 

There are forty Polish families in Cloquet, Carlton County, who are a part 
of the local French parish. From time to time, these countrymen are visited 
by Father Leon Laskowski from Duluth. 

POLES IN STANISLAWOWO ("FLORIAN") 

In the very northwestern corner of Minnesota, as if cornered, Poles live 
dispersed in the three border counties of Marshall, Kittson, and Roseau. 

The oldest Polish parish in this corner of the world is the parish of the As­
cension of Our Lady in a settlement caUed "Stanislawowo," in which, as we 
read in the newspaper annals, the famous Father Piotr Chowaniec, a great 
man of the world, was appointed pastor there in December 1885. 

"Stanislawowo" lies in Marshall County, about twelve miles from the 
Stephen railroad station, and its closest post office station is Englund. In the 
annals of the Chicago Gazeta Katolicka, we read under the date of August 30, 

1885: 

Three years ago (1882), a small handful of Poles settled in the region of the Red River of 
the North, famous for its rich earth. The growth of the colony dates back from the time 
Stanislaw PeszcZ}'"nski (from him probably comes the name "Stanistawowo") became an 
agent there. The beginnings were given by W. Kitowski, J6zef Kardowski, Fr. Kurowski , 
J. Gracek, Magda Zawadzka, and J6zef Szutletowski. These seven families settled on an 
area of 2,400 acres. In 1885, there were 120 families here. They are building a church 
named for the Holy Virgin Mary. Father Radzejewski from Chicago contributed a bell 
here.... 

At that time in 1885, Father Wt. Sebastynski, a Jesuit, was conducting a 
mission here. Initially, Polish missionaries commuted here twice a year. 
Father Naturski wrote us: 

When the hard-working Polish hands changed the praries into plough-land, Father M. 
Sengir, a newly-ordained Polish priest, settled here in 1894. The effort to form a parish 
(from the current mission) was disrupted due to the unfortunate demolition of the 
church at night for the purpose a moving it three miles away. The church, begun in 1895 
from the remains of the previous church, was in danger of falling apart after a few years 
because construction was never completed, since the parish was divided and did not 
have a permanent priest unti11900. 

In 1900, Father W. Naturski arrived, united alJ the Poles, and incorporated 
the parish on June 14, 1900. From the church that had been begun, a beau­
tiful temple was erected in 1900, in the Roman style, thirty-six feet wide, 
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seventy-two feet long, with a steeple the same height [seventy-two feet]. 
Since currently [1900] there are seventy-five families in Stanistawowo and 
430 souls, among which 200 are adults, the parish has hope, after paying off 
the rest of the debt ($500), to support their own pastor from the pew rent. 
Father WI. Naturski resided here until 1902, but he celebrated mass only 
every second Sunday-the first and third of the month; on the second and 
fourth Sunday, he would go to Barto, Roseau County, where he was also or­
ganizing a parish. 

Father Floryan Matuszewski was the pastor in StanisIawowo from 1902; he 
was succeeded by Father Piotr Podleski, who in the spring of 1907 began con­
struction of a new church. The old one had burned down in the fall of 1906. 

The name "Stanislawowo" disappeared from The Catholic Directory in 1907, 

and was replaced by the name "Florian." Was it in honor of Father Floryan 
Matuszewski? 

POLES IN BARTO 

Barto is seven miles from the town of Greenbush. Its post office station is 
named "Leo." 

At the news that Roseau County was giving out "homestead" land, about 
fifty Polish families came there between 1894 and 1897. Before they settled 
down on the farms, they built a decent smaU church, forty feet long and 
thirty feet wide, in 1897. And since the earth was good and the location 
chosen by the first Polish inhabitants was virtually the best in all of Roseau-., - County, Polish families continued to flow into Barto and now had 180 farms 
there. The substantial distance to the Stephen railroad station (fifty miles) 
stemmed the development of farms, but those who had arrived found that 
they could support themselves, and the hope that the railroad would soon be 
built nearby kept up their persistance. And indeed, in 1904, the Great 
Northern Company built a railroad from Thief River Falls to Greenbush, 
seven miles from the Polish church. 

Beginning in 1900, a Polish missionary would stay there from time to time. 
Father W1 Naturski commuted the 35 miles from Stanislawowo beginning 

in January 1900. However, the parishioners, having heard from him per­
sonaUy that this could not go on much longer because such trips in the local, 
almost Canadian climate were ruining his health, began to build a rectory in 
the fall of 1901, voting $10 from each farm for this purpose, in the hope of 
getting their own priest. This was not difficult. The parish, incorporated in 
May 1900, had over 500 souls; among them were forty unmarried farmers. 
The land was debt-free, obtained as "homesteads," and rich, and the people 
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were desirous of spiritual consolati 
So, therefore, Father Antoni Owe 
manent pastor from October 4, 19 

190 5, besides Czechs and Germans. 
Polish families, and the rest wen 
strayed from the faith. 

The Polish church in Barto is un. 
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The settlement of "Kroze," in Ki 
were thirty-two Polish families the 
Lady of Perpetual Help was built, 
Duluth. Father Naturski celebrate. 
that is, four times a year. 

And so, at some point in timt 
reigned over three counties: Marsl 
protecting the entire border. of tl 
Father Dwernicki (from StaJllslaw 
because of an impassable road, ar 
by a priest from Canada, a certa 

Manitoba. 
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I am honored to say a few words to . 
Poles. There is no doubt that your for 
fending their faith and count~, as th 
Europe indebted that its land IS today 
moon1 Only to the Poles. Chocim, Ka 
Polish arms. You must not be asham 
worthy history behind you. You have 
so, you have a future before you l ~01 

among yourse lves, then you will relgr 
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Since we are so far into Minne 
the edge of the curtain and I, 
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