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Parifja Sw. Kazimicrza po-
wstala, jako filja par. w. Stani
stawa Kostki. Zalezyl ja w ro-
ku 1902 ks, Morys. pracowal; W
niej ks. Kotlarz, ks. Jozef Dul-
ski 1 inni. Z chwila objecia para-
fji przez QO. Franciszkangy —
od roku 1906 do 1920 probosz-
czem byl ks. Jozef Bok, a od ro-
ku 1920 proboszczuje ks. dr. Be.
nedykt Przemielewski, ktory w
roku 1925, r zy ofiarnoscj swej
parafji, pcl _dowal pigkng Swig-
tynig, uwiu _zniong na szkiey o-
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{ 203 Gas lampsﬁ
Are Replaced;
More Due

Approximately 10 per cent of the
current program for replacing
2,370 street gas lamps with electrip
lights has been completed, accord-
ing to a report today released by
Mayor D’Alesandro.

Work completed included the re-
placement of 102 gas lamps in the
area surrounding Johns Hopkins
land Sinai Hospitals; 70 gas lamps
'in the area bounded by Chester-
field avenue, Clifton Park terrace,
Belair road, and Richmond ave-

nue.
]I Also fifteen gas lamps in the
{Cloverhill road-Stoney Run area,
jand sixteen gas lamps in the Ash-
f'hurton area adjoining Lutheran
|Hnspital_

i 803 Lights Replaced

Weork under construction in-
{cludes replacement of 803 gas
|lights in the area bounded by Hil-
ton street, Edmondson avenue,
| George street, Franklin street, §'~
| Paul street, and Baltimore str¢/*
‘and 170 gas lamps in the Moun
Vernon Square area which is
bounded by Howard street, Mt.
Royal avenue, Fallsway and Frank-
lin streets.

Conversion to the brighter
lighting is to get under way in a
large section in northeast Balti-
more in Qctober. This project
provides replacement of 574 lamps
In the area bounded by Guilford
avenue, Caroline street, Monument
street, Twenty-second street and
North avenue.

The progress report was fur-
nished by W. Ravnor Straus, head
(0of the Bureau of Mechanical-
|Electrical engineering in response
ito a complaint about dim lighting
adjacent to St. Casimir’s Church
in the 2700 block of O'Donnell
|street forwarded te him by the
Mayor .

Frequent Complaints

Councilman William Bonnet (D.,
First) had told the Mayor members
|of the chureh congregation com-
plained frequently about the dim
lighting on adjacent streets,

Mr. Straus's schedule calls for
{replacing gas lamps in this part of
|the city late in the year. He re-
ported, however, that lighting in
|the vicinity of the church had been
| brightened by increasing the candle
power of existing installations,
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Pay to remember
- " Members of the St. Casimir’s Catholic Chureh take
: time 1o ramember the men and women in their
=i’ . parish “who served in the wars of our country”’ at
=L Memerial Day services yesterday. A salute is fired,
u_ = . ~above right, by o t1eam of riflemen while Lenny
Adams, right, blows "Taps” on his trumpet.
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EASTSIDE WEDDING — A social event of note took place
recently when Msr{ Lou Paolino, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bud
l"aulinu, was married to Marco Scardina, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Sam Scardina. Following the wedding ceremony at Our Lady of
Pompei Church, a gala reception for family and friends was held
in the Normandy Room of Bud’s Restaurant on Lombard Street.

PNA INSTALLATION — The Polish National Alliance,
Council 21 of Baltimore, held their installation of officers at a
gala party on Junuary 26, attended by more than 300 guests, in-

cluding foreign, federal
representatives of Polish or
Sayc, First Secretary of the

and local government officials,
izations in the city and Andrzej
ish Embassy, who served as MC,

that both would offer similar
courses and programs), and
to develop a “very strict
discipline code for both
schools.” A parents’ com-
mittee to review faculty and
staff assignments would also
be established.

Mrs. Deacon mentioned
that at a meeting of the
Coalition's junior high com-
mittee, one of the new
School Board members
acknowledged that he would
not send his daughter to
Lombard Junior High.

“However", continued
Mrs. Deacon, it appears
that some black politicians
are pressuring to have
schools like Lombard inte-

Opposition Aired”
At 1-83 Hearing

Last Tuesday and Wed-
nesday, January 28th and
29th, southeast Baltimore
citizens participated in
another round of road hear-
ings, sponsored by the Inter-
state Highway Division. At
the hearings, individuals
were given at least fifteen
minutes to voice their opin-
ion on the proposed exten-
sion of the Jones Falls Ex-
ressway, 1-83, as a six-lane
ighway, running from Gay

Elected to serve for the coming term are, from left, Tuny Pod-

blelski, tressurers Richard Kezywic idents; Louls Chud
, vice-presidents; Louis Chudy-

bielska and Lenny Andrzejews

icki, secretary; Bertha Golem-

Williams, president; Anastazja Qyﬂer and Lillian Misiora,

honorar
Janina

commissioners; Stanley
ozinska, vice-president,

it Lalls Guids 2/6/75

ay, past president; and

Street, through Little Italy,
Fells Point, Canton, and
connecting with 1-95 in the
vicinity of O'Donnell St.

During the two-day hear-
ing, held at Hampstead Hill
Jr. High School, over sixty
registered speakers,
representing numerous civic
and community organiza-
tions, as well as a number of
individual home-owners and
residents who live near the
proposed route of the ex-
pressway, voiced near-
unanimous opposition to the
multi-million dollar highway
project.

The strongest opposition
to the Road came from the
many community
organizations represented at
the hearing, such as, the Lit-
tle ltaly Community
Organization, St. Leo's Par-
ish Council, the Fell's Point
Improvement  Association,
the Society for the Preserva-
tion of Federal Hill, Mont-
gomery Street and Fell's
Point, the Canton Improve-
ment Association, the 9th
Precinct Improvement
Association, St. Casimir's
Parish Council, St, Brigid's
Church, the Bay View Civic
Club, the Finnish-American
Cultural Society, the South-
east Council Against the
Road, the Citizens for East
Baltimore, and the South
East Community
Organization.

In addition to individual
citizens of this area, a num-
ber of national groups, state
agencies and public officials

-+ (Continued -on page-8) - - - -
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because he knows the neif
borhoods.

“He used to be an assist:
pastor at Holy Roas
Church here in West of 1
Park. He was always out
the Street working with 1
people in those days. He v
one of the original organt:
of SECO and has given a
of time to that organizatic
But | guess there is no ro
for a people’s man in
big development set-up tl
have there now.”

HEADS HOSPITAL — Fr
W. Baker, M.D ., has been ¢
ted president of the med
staff amd chairman of
executive committee of
Joseph Hospital for 1975.
Baker, who is also on the :
of Mercy, Bon Secours, H
kins, and Good Samar
Hospitals and the Gre
Baltimore Medical Center

also in private obstetrical
necological practice
25 Eas

owson and =t






'St. Casimir ‘renewal’ underway

Staff Report
St. Casimir's Parish in southeast
Baltimore will prepare to mark the
500th anniversary of the death of St.
Casimir March 4 with a parish mis
sion and renewal program featuring
Fr. Albert J. Nimeth, OFM.

The Chicago-based Franciscan will

Father Nimeth is currently a spiri-
tual awareness director for parishes,
priests, religious and high schools in
the Chicago area. He also works as a

lecturer and counselor on personal

and marriage problems. ;
The Franciscan is columnist for
weekly publications and a -monthly

present his program of spiritual . magazine as well as the author of a

awareness in the parish from Feb. :5%

through March 2. Father Nimeth will
speak during all Masses the weekend

number of books, pumphlets and

Sbooklets.
The parish renewal pmsram in

of Feb. 25-26 and will meet with local > preparation for the St. Casimir anni.
Secular Franciscans at 2 p.m., Feb, \’ versary is being described as a time

26 followed by a holy hour and
possibly a healing service.

. for the people to pray, think and

. w grow, to ask the questions who am I,

The priest will also be the featured 'C Why and where am I going, said St.

homilist during specially scheduled 7|V
p.m. Masses from Feb. 27th to

 Casimir's pastor Fr. Ferdinand Cis.-

ek, OFM Conv,

March 2. Participants in the week- "’J Also tied in with the parish's up-

day liturgies will have an opportuni-
ty for confession and to hear the
Franciscan give a talk after ench
evening Mass,

Father Nimeth will also speak wiﬂ:

St. Casimir’s school children during

the week.

coming celebration of it's patron
saint's 500th anniversary are ongoing
renovations to the church. The par.

_ ish has commissioned Blair Bros., a

Baltimore painting and deconﬁng
firm to restore numerous ceiling
paintings in the nave as well as wood

trim and paintings in the sanctuary.
Father Cisek told The Review the
sanctuary paintings were executed
by Philadelphia artist Anton Albers
and the nave panels by local artist

George Nowikoff around 1945, The '
parish also boasts a Donatello altar
that is a 1930's replica of the altar in
the Basilica of St. Anthony in Padua,

Waly. CA7Zw/c REVIEW




Polish-American VOICE / F

Question:
today,

ebruary 1984 / Our First Anniversary
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rban development in American cities

Poziomek-Maher

Monica Poziomek-Maher

I think that the Polish-American community
s becoming more and more aware of itself, es-
ecially after the rise of the Solidarity move-
ment in Poland. I'm 23-years-old and Just get-
ing involved in my Polish heritage in which I
lan to spend much more time involved ir, es-
ecially in the fields of Polish dance, music and
.

When displacement in an ethnic community
ccurs, I believe that it tends to unify, especially
hen it happens in 2 neighborhood that has a
ense of identity and tradition,

I hclicvc that there will be a resurgence of
ITIL, just as witnessed in Poland, and the peo-
e in the neighborhoods will rediscover those

ings that brought them together in the first
ace.

ary CZawlytko
Idon’t mmmww

Maryland

Zaworski

can survive, basically because the people liv-
ing there will not be able to afford to remain.
Right here in Fels Point they have built condo-
miniums and I'm sure that they sell for at least
$170,000. T would love to buy one of those
homes but I can't afford it. Those moving in are
professional people, not the traditional ethnic
homeowners. The professionals are also buy-
ing up all the property here and pushing the
ethnic neighborhood out. A few years ago, a lot
of people were bought out because the mayor
said a beltway was coming through. The high-
Way was never built and now they're talking
about building something on the vacant land.

Albert Zaworski
I think this whole neighborhood will be mod-
ernized. There are plans to build a Super-market
which will be good for the Senior Citizens. The
high rises that are being built here will probably
“raise the taxes and some people have lost their

can the traditional ethnic neighborhood survive?

ptatek Dinner, Baltimore,

Feltz

homes to the new development. But the homes
that remain have no vacancy. The children buy
homes, sometimes just a few blocks away from
their parents, It seems that these days everyone
wanls to live in the city so I believe that the tradi-
tional neighborhood will survive.

Clara Feltz

About 12 years ago we lost alot of our parish-
oners when an expressway was planned to cut
through the old neighborhood and then nothing
was built. We live in the suburbs but continue
to belong to our old parish. There is more to
a neighborhood than who lives there. There are
professionals moving in, but over all the Fels
Point community is staying the same. There are
many activities here that we come in for. One
of the most beautiful ceremonies I have ever at-
tended was in honor of the cannonization-of St.
Maximillian Kolbe, we created a fl6ral ¢ross on
the street, just as was done in Warsaw.

Bartkowiak-Highland

Jugo

Barbara Bartkowiak-Hyland
I definitely believe that the traditional ethnic
neighborhood will survive because the people
in them stick together, they support one another,
As with any organization, the people of a neigh-
borhood back each other up. They will fight to
gether if their rights are threatened. When a
community gets together, they will protect each
other.
Ludwig Jugo
[ see the neighborhood as surviving. The sons
and daughters of many of those who live or liv-
ed here are moving back in. I would think that
with the move back to the old neighborhood will
raise taxes and that might make it difficult for
some to stay, especially those who are on fixed
incomes. But, even if they receive a fair-mar-
ket value price on their homes, how could they
‘#fford a new one, new home costs are high. That
"is why I don’'t believe that people of the neigh-
borhood will move out.




_THIS WEEK'S FINAL BLOW FROM OLD MAN WINTER:

dw-

Parishiooers emerged from the noon Mass at St. Casimir’s Church in Canton on Ash

Wadnﬁdaymﬁwhurcaﬁﬁthﬂ:eiwindshiehsmwmiscd!apsed under the weight of several tons of ice which had fallen from

Photo by Christina Hofmann



GET READY

CR/Denise Walker
Parishes are devising creative ways of announcing RENEW to
their parishioners. At St. Casimir’s parish in east Baltimore, the
announcement came with a sense of humor. RENEW, a parish-
wide spiritual renewal process, begins in most parishes this fall.

Cariicic. REVEe) 29Jne
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New pastor comes

home to St.

Father Plochiennik,
new associate grew
up in Canton parish

By Mark Grutkowski
Catholic Review staff

A new pastor and associate
pastor have been appointed to St
Casimir parish in Canton.

Father Robert Plochiennik,

ey e AL A

Canton prlests come home |

_
Continued from page 1 1

boy he.re up until I went into the!
semi

Father Plochiennik was or-[
dained in 1960 at Springfield Ca-g
thedral in Massachusetts. He-!
taught in Franciscan highl
schools for 21 years, including 20!
years at Archbishop Curley E[lgh
School. He was pastor of St.,
Joseph parish in Mount Carmel,
PA, from 1985 to 1994.

“I'm truly ecstatic,” Father

Plochiennik said. “It is not only
an honor to be stationed here,

but it's an honor to be named |
pastor of St. Casimir.”

Prior to being named associate
pastor at St. Casimir, Father

Casimir's ¥

OFM Conv., 60, has been named
pastor, and Father Berard Du,
dek, OFM Conv., 67, has been
named associate pastor. Both
priests grew up m St. Caaunir s
parish. ©° '

“‘Someone once said that yon
couldn’t go home * again. Well,
that’s not true,” said Father

Plochiennik. “I went to school at %
St. Casimir’s and was an al

|
|
See CANTON page 7 ,
[

Dudek was pastor of four |
churches simultaneously in Sha-
‘mokin, PA.

Previonsly he served as pastor *
of St. Stanislaus Kostka Church
in Fells Point from 1976 to 1982
He taught at ‘Archbishop Curley
from 1982 to 1984. Father Dudek
served as vicar provincial of his
order from 1985 to 1988, then was i
on the provincial council from
1988 to 1991.

Father Joseph Grzybowski,
OFM Conv., the former pastor at
St. Casimir, is now the parochial
vicar for Our Lady of the Holy
Rosary parish in Taunton, MA.
. Father Bernard Kuczborski,
OFM Conv. is still assigned to St.
Casimir as associate,
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AND IF YOU THOUGHT THE COLD =

AND IF YOU THOUGHT THE COLD WAS BAD- The February thirw brought tons of e crashing from the root

s Tvaidie ot the Ma::':gmm Wednesday, crushing the roofs of several cars. Fortunately, everyone
’ no one was hurt. Photo by Christina Hofmann

East Baftimore GUIDE = Thursday, December 29, 1994 =
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Nith a speech assailing the City
its six year old container tax, High-
dwown grocer Robert Santoni drew

nderous applause at a meeting of
City Council’s Budget & Appro-

ations committee Tuesday night.
“lanked by other merchants and
mbers of the beverage industry,
aoni blasted the City Council,
ling upon them to immediately
cal the tax which Santoni said has
it millions in City revenues and
zens of jobs, “Since Baltimore
unty lifted its container tax,” San-
i told the hearing, “our soft drink
&s have dropped by 60,000 cases
‘ear. In sales dollars alone that
ounts to $500,000 per year not
mting related sales.”

santoni estimate that the container
has cost merchants more than $24
(lion in sales.

during this election year, the air is
xd with container tax ideas. Council
sident Mary Pat Clarke has proposal
¢tpeal the tax on a phased in basis,
ing in 1996, Other ideas would
eal the tax on small containers.
T'm saying that if you repeal the
L7 Santoni told the committee
iring, :over $60-70 million in sales
lrm:mlomecitymdovcr 1,000

mmnmnmnmmmnnmnm@-
EASTERN

R
: e
: FAMILY DENTAL CENTER it
g 3715 EASTERN AVE. = 327-5488 ot
" Family Denlisiry in HIGHLANDTOWN o -
. T » FREE CONSUITATION —
" * SENICR CITZEN DISCOUNT ON MANY DENTAL SERVICES. ; ""'

e

Robert Santoni
jobs will be needed.”
City Council President Clarke’s
office predicts that something might

happen this year. “I hope $0,” said

Sanioni, who fears that promises to
do something next year aren’t likely
1o be kept, once the clection year
pressure is gone.’

The container tax was passed in
1989. In 1990 Baltimore County re-

pealed the tax, but the city has keptit
in place, saying tat fiscal needs re-
quire collecting the $7 million the tax

brings in. Santoni and other industry
leaders say the $7 million in taxes

wﬂlbemalymdeupbyummd'

mmm

'Hcrc s lookmg At l’ou, Iﬁd...

'CANTON CHURCHES CELEBRATE HOLY WEEK- Pastor Robert M. Amstrong, left, led his flock in Canton's

annual Palm Sunday processional, wmmmmm&.m:mumﬁmm

mdﬁwddﬁnﬂdytwmwy lortholmtﬂma ﬂlechumhhdodngwﬂ
S Photo by Colleen Wolfe

uquon DOCTOR @

NUMENT & MILTON « 675-8600
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thtle Flower plans a big celebration for St. Therese feast day

the public to view relics of the
charismatic 13th-century preacher
and teacher at a Mass of “healing
from the experiences of loss in

psalter without his permission, and
was compelled to return it by a
terrifying apparition. St. Anthony
15 also invoked by barren and

Parish Life

that end, Brother John said
ishioners have been out and

ut in the neighborhood, distrib-
g flyers and talking to folks,
iting them to the special Mass
| other events,

Yarishioners are also telling
ple about the Little Flower,
se portrait, entitled the “Lit-
Flower in Glory,” can be seen
he form of an absolutely

:ly 27-by-14-foot single- -piece
glan canvas mural which ris-
ijestically from the 69- -year-
church’s high altar to the

ng.

ter the liturgy, at 2 p.m., the
sh’s Theatre Therese presents

* Music Man” for its 20th an-

sary and, at 3 p.m., there will
tree planting, picnic and ecu-
cal prayer service.

This just found
hile we're on the subject of

. this year marks the 800th
ersary of the birth of another
nously popular holy fignre,
nthony of Padua. And so the
¢ of St. Casimir are inviting

== —e — -

and O’Donnell Street,
St. Casimir’s pastor, Father

Joseph G. Bochenek, his staff and

parishioners
have good rea-
son to think
their 93-year-
old church is an
appropriate
place to vener-
ate the saint’s
relics. The
main altar is an
exact replica of
the one the Flo-
rentine artist
Donatelo (Do-
nato Di Nicco-
lo Di Bettor
Bardi, 1386-
1466) designed
and sculpted
for the Basilica
of St. Anthony
in Padua, Italy.
Definitely
worth a visit!
St. Anthony is often thought of
as the saint of lost property, a rep-

utation he evidently gained (as the

story goes) from an incident in
which a novice borrowed his

with one’s life™ Saturday, Sept. 30 at 5 pregnant women, the poor, travel-
Ch 1 ok p.m. at the Canton-area church on ~ ers, and is appealed to in prevent-
("arllﬁ OPRET | the corner of Kenwood Avenue ing shipwreck.

X

Faith in the fields

Meanwhile, in Urbana near
Frederick, some
200 devoted
members of the
small parish of
St. Ignatius
Loyola recently
trekked across
some rugged
ljamsville ter-
rain on a cele-
bratory mission
of a somewhat
different kind.
Led by their pas-
tor, Father
Thomas T. Polk,
some 200
parishioners,
young and old,
even toddlers,
formed a living
cross on the
field which is to
be the site of
their new church.

The parish bought the 12-acre
patch of land back in 1981, and
since then the Urbana parish
community of some 408 families

) .-'! .

ity
CR file photo
St. Casimir’s altar is an exact

replica of the one in the Basilica
of St. Anthony of Padua in Italy.

Courtesy St. Ignatius Loyola parish
Parishioners from St. Ignatius Loyola parish in Urbana mark the spot
where their new church will be built. Construction of the new facilities
is expected to begin next summer.

has raised more than $423,000
for the construction, with a sec-
ond fund-raising campaign sched-
uled to get under way in
November.

Joseph F. Seng, the assistant
campaign chairman, tells us that
groundbreaking for the new pro-
ject is anticipated by next summer.
Constuction will include a two-
Story structure seating 500 people
in the main worship space on the

social hall and other facilities,
downstairs.

The new site is about three
miles from the parish’s existing
“little white country church” built
in 1876 with its small parish cen-
ter and offices, all of which have
now been outgrown.

If you have something of note for
Christopher Gaul, write to The Catholic
Review, P.O. Box 777, Baltimore, MD

upper level, with parish offices, a 21203 or call (410) 547-5313,
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PARISH NEWS

“Shrine of the Littie Flower plans a big celebration for St.

ctober begins with the
O feast day of one of the

church’s most popular and
beloved saints, St. Therese of
Lisieux, “the Little Flower.” On
that day, Oct. 1 — exactly one week
before the pope’s visit — the
Shrine of the Little Flower
parish is inviting the northeast
Baltimore city neighborhood it
serves to share in what promises to
be a beautiful liturgical celebra-
tion honoring the loving and gen-
tle 19th-century Discalced
Carmelite nun, whose autobio-
graphical writings, Story of a
Soul, have had such an impact on
S0 many.

The day will also be something
of a reunion as the parish has in-
vited school alumni, the Class of
45, for their S0th anniversary.
Members of that class, the Balti-
more community of the Secular
Order of Discalced Carmelites, lo-
cal Secular Franciscans, the
Knights of Columbus honor guard
and others will join in a colorful
procession entering the Brendan
Avenue church just prior to the 10
am. liturgy.

“We're really seeing this (St.
Therese’s feast day) as an opportu-
nity to evangelize in the communi-
ty,” pastoral associate Brother John
J. Brady, FSC, told us, “because
this is an aging parish struggling
with numbers and we really need
to do something to revitalize it.”

Parish Life

with
Christopher
Gaul

To that end, Brother John said
parishioners have been out and
about in the neighborhood, distrib-
uting flyers and talking to folks,
inviting them to the special Mass
and other events.

Parishioners are also telling
people about the Little Flower,
whose portrait, entitled the “Lit-
tle Flower in Glory,” can be seen
in the form of an absolutely
lovely 27-by-14-foot single-piece
Belgian canvas mural which ris-
es majestically from the 69-year-
old church’s high altar to the
ceiling.

After the liturgy, at 2 p.m., the
parish’s Theatre Therese presents
“The Music Man” for its 20th an-
niversary and, at 3 p.m., there will
be a tree planting, picnic and ecu-
menical prayer service.

This just found

While we’re on the subject of
saints ... this year marks the 800th
anniversary of the birth of another
enormously popular holy figure,
St. Anthony of Padua. And so the
people of St. Casimir are inviting

— -

the public to view relics of the
charismatic 13th-century preacher
and teacher at a Mass of “healing
from the experiences of loss in
one’s life” Saturday, Sept. 30 at 5
p.m. at the Canton-area church on
the corner of Kenwood Avenue
and O'Donnell Street.

St. Casimir’s pastor, Father
Joseph G. Bochenek, his staff and
parishioners
have good rea-
son to think
their 93-year-
old church is an
appropriate
place to vener-
ate the saint’s
relics. The
main altar is an
exact replica of
the one the Flo-
rentine artist
Donatelo (Do-
nato Di Nicco-
lo Di Bettor
Bardi, 1386-
1466) designed
and sculpted
for the Basilica
of St. Anthony
in Padua, Italy.
Definitely
worth a visit!

St. Anthony is often thought of
as the saint of lost property, a rep-
utation he evidently gained (as the
story goes) from an incident in
which a novice borrowed his

psalter without his permission, and
was compelled to return it by a
terrifying apparition. St. Anthony
is also invoked by barren and
pregnant women, the poor, travel-
ers, and is appealed to in prevent-
ing shipwreck.

Faith in the fields

Meanwhile, in Urbana near
Frederick, some
200 devoted
members of the
small parish of
St. Ignatius
Loyola recently
trekked across
some rugged
ljamsville ter-
rain on a cele-
bratory mission
of a somewhat
different kind.
Led by their pas-
tor, Father
Thomas T. Polk,
some 200
parishioners,
young and old,
even toddlers,
formed a living
cross on the
field which is to
be the site of
their new church,

The parish bought the 12-acre
patch of land back in 1981, and
since then the Urbana parish
community of some 408 families

Parishioners from St. Ignati
where their new church will
Is expected to begin next su

has raised more than $423.(x
for the construction, with a ¢
ond fund-raising campaign «
uled to get under way in
November.

Joseph F. Seng, the assista
campaign chairman, tells us |
groundbreaking for the new |
ject is anticipated by next sun
Constuction will include i (w
story structure seating 500
in the main worship space on
upper level, with parish offic

CR file photo
St. Casimir’'s altar is an exact
replica of the one in the Basilica
of St. Anthony of Padua in Italy.
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St. Casimir’s parishioner waxes
poetic about RENEW Season |l

By Mark Grutkowski
Catholic Review staff

St. Casimir, Baltimore -
Jackie Tull, a member of the RE-
NEW team, penned the following
poem out of inspiration for Sea-
son [l of RENEW:

Season 11l of RENEW will
soon begin

We are eager to start ...
when

The papal visit is so exciting

His holiness and RENEW will
have us uniting.

Week One is “The Role of the
Holy Spirit,” in our lives

Our sons, daughters, husband
and wives

We see “The Power of the Holy
Spirit” in Week Two

As people of God, we must see
this through

“Our Mission in and for the
World” is Week Three

Jesus gives us eternal salvation
and sets us free

Week Four explores “Our Ex-
perience of Injustice,” that’s not
Sair

We must show the poor and op-
pressed we care

Week Five is “The Roadblocks
to Our Mission,” in our hearts
and minds,

Christians must strive to nour-
ish the love that binds

“Continuing Human Ten-
sions,” in Week Six

Faith in Jesus ... There is noth-

tell us

ing he can'’t fix

St. Casimir’s parish reaches
out with mercy and love

We pray for his guidance from
up above

The Father, Son and Holy Spir-
it are near,

Join us for RENEW. there is
nothing to fear.

Nativity, Timonium - Nativi-
ty enrolled 11 new people into
RENEW for the third season.
which brings the grand total of
RENEW participants at that
parish up to 171. That makes 17
small faith-sharing groups.

A large-group activity will be
held Tuesday, Oct. 24, 7:30 p.m.,
and will feature Father James Di-
tillo, a former chaplain at Loyola
College. He will speak on the six
weekly themes of the third season
of RENEW and how they relate
to the season’s theme. Refresh-
ments will be served afterward.

St. Thomas Aquinas, Balti-
more — The RENEW team at St.
Thomas has prepared an eight-
part video presentation in cele-
bration of RENEW and Advent.
Parts two and three of the film
“A.D.” (the sequel to “Jesus of
Nazareth”™) will be shown on Oct.
18 and 25, respectively, from 7
p-m. to 9:30 p.m. (part one was
shown on Oct. 11).

The parish also will show a pre-

sentation by Bishop Fulton Sheen
on Nov. |, 8 and 15. A presentation
from Bishop Sheen on the Mass
and Eucharist will be held on
Wednesday. Dec. 6, and the 1962
film “The Reluctant Saint™ will be
shown on Wednesday, Dec. 13.
Call Father George at (410) 366-
4488 for more information.

St. Luke, Edgemere — RE-
NEW will be celebrated at St.
Luke’s on Wednesday, Oct. 18,
the Feast of St. Luke, when Father
Howard Boyle will lead a healing
Mass. Father Chris Egbuleum. an
African priest, will present an ec-
umenical service on Wednesday,
Oct. 25. Each evening will begin
at 7 p.m. and refreshments will be
served afterward. For more infor-
mation, call Larry at the church,
(410) 477-8887.

St. Rita, Dundalk — To kick
off Season III, St. Rita’s RENEW
team featured two speakers on
Sept. 24: Dr. Jack Buchner, direc-
tor of evangelism at St. Joseph,
Cockeysville, and instructor at the
Notre Dame Ecumenical Insti-
tute, and Sister Helen Milano, the
director of religious education at
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish.

Each talk was followed by
meditation and a renewal of bap-
tismal vows. The day concluded
with a potluck supper.

- Mark Grutkowski

family experience: Teaching peace and nonviolence to children

are some suggestions on how 2. Join a parent support group. If parents 5. Don’t buy war toys. Research shows that

I nonviolence to children inthe  want to provide the proper kind of environment  playing with toy guns prompts aggression and
for their children, they themselves should use antisocial behavior.

good home life. available resources to work through problems 6. Avoid entertainment that glorifies vio-

sther. and deal with frustrations. lence. The peace-loving family will shun enter-

3. Provide a good example. Adults need to  tainment based on violence or the acceptance of
be the kind of people they want their children to  violent solutions.

gs, information and experi-
earn to understand others.
arhm. al . a " ] .
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col,” May 30), on organ transplan-
tation and the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services' regu-
lations may have left some misim-
pressions.

United Network for Organ
Sharing (UNOS) is the private
community organization con-
tracted by the federal government
to make national rules and run al-
locations. It represents patients,
professionals, the public and the
federal government.

The public is served by a fair
and effective system through
UNOS, and the vast majority of
the transplant community is in fa-
vor of the present rules and proc-
ess for evolutionary improvement,
with appropriate government
oversight.

Neither the citizens of Mary-
land nor the country will benefil
from a rapid, ill-conceived change
produced by political pressure
from a few.

The current rules developed by
UNOS are balanced, with local use
of organs to provide local avail-
ability of life-saving treatment but
sufficient wider sharing to provide
a good availability for sicker pa
tients. We have a system that
saves the most lives year after
year, and it is continually evolving
to improve fairness and effective
ness. ;

A few centers have attempted
| g to divert organs to their patients
s =k i from other patients in need in oth-
HERBBCHWARTZ | er programs, The process has thus
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ST. (:ASIM]RQS FESTIVAL-CANT‘()N turned political. Individuals con

nected with a few centers attempt

Steer Cleal' net as quickly as I did. It helps to  cause both parents have chasen to cordings. It is sad to see Maestro
kr_mw _Lhat there are others to workoutside ofthe home, Zinman departing, His distin-
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:/Pdrish News

ather Jude Winkler, OEM,,
Conv,, author, teacher and
preachet will be directing a
parish mission at the
twinned Faith Communi-
ty of St. Casimir and St. Stanislaus
from Nov: 17-20. The mission, present-
ed by the evangelization committee
and funded by a grant from the RE-
NEW community, will focus on how
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CRIOSWALDO [IMENEZ
Marie Hirsch, (above) a parishioner at St. Anthony of Padua/Most
Precious Blood, enjoys reading The Catholic Review while waiting for
Sunday Mass to begin William Strable, (at right) parishioner of St.
Patrick and St. Michael, Baltimore, volunteers an hour each Sunday to
distribute literature in English and Spanish to the public.
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CRIOSWALDCO [IMENEZ

Members of the choir
at St. Casimir,
Baltimore, (above) are
part of the parish's
Music Ministry, They
sing every Sunday
during Mass.

Chelsea Kohlerman, 8,
(at right) patiently
waits for her mother,
DeSales Kohlerman, a
member of the St
Casimir choir.

Cathy Kocur (at left),
tech coordinator at St.
Joseph School,
Fullerton, puts the
finishing touches on
the computer room,
which she and other
VDllll'ltl'_‘("l'S CI'(_‘HIE’d
from the ground up.
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A younger generation
is taking lessons
from the old-timers

By AMY OAKES
BUN STAFF

In one fell swoop, Tony
Anuszewski dipped the ice
cream scooper into the large
stainless-steel bowl, leveled
off another glob of sticky
codfish cake concoction with
his right hand and flung it
onto an orange cafeterta
tray.

A crew of coddie veterans
— showing the way to a
handful of novices at Can-
ton’s St. Casimir Roman
Catholic Church — scram-
‘bled to pick up the gooey
piles and mold them into lit-
tle discs.

Each of the past six
weeks, they have made up to
2,000 of the Baltimore delica-
cies, with 100 crab cakes and
50 pounds of potato salad,
macaroni salad and cole-
slaw.

“We won't be rookies any-
more,” said JoAnn Stoffre-
gen, 44, as she peeled off her
clear plastic gloves, which

| were matted with codfish
flakes. “We kind of just
jumped right in.”

-——If new volunteers like
Stoffregen :.-:adn‘t gotten in-

St. Casimir’s volunteers: Joinne Gregory (left),
Derkacz, JoAnn Stoffregen and Dolores Gawor make coddies by the hundreds.

volved, St. Casimir’s annual
coddie fund-raiser, which
brings in about $10,000 each
season, would have ended
last year, said the Rev. Ross
Syracuse.

Each batch of coddies is a
weeklong process. A few
women take telephone and
walk-in orders Mondays and
Tuesdays, whil» the men

shop for the salted filet of
eod in Jessup. The cod is
soaked, cooked and picked
¢lean of bones and soot be-
fore being mixed with
mashed potatoes, eggs and
other ingredients. The mix-
ture is then formed into
cakes. On the final day, a few
workers come in at 6 am. to
fry the cakes.

i‘ony Anuszewski, Bernard Kuhn, Donna

. yearhe

AMYDAVIS : SUNBTAFF

The sale started Ash
Wednesday and ends tomor-
row. Orders are taken at|
410-327-2422.

Syracuse said the regulars |
— some of whom had been
patting cakes for almost two
decades — were getting too
old to handle the physical |
rigors of the process, so this
[See Coddies, 16B8]




hundreds gf coddies, one at a time.

New volunteers help keep
St. Casimir’s coddies cookmg

Baltimore Lenten tradition: st. Casimir’s vo!unteefs make

[Coddies, from Page 18]

asked the church’s Father Kolbe
Academy Parents Association to
help out.

“My idea behind bringing young
people in was to help the older
people,” Syracuse said. “It would
be a shame for this tradition to die
with them.”

Stoffregen said the school par-
ents will take over. But after al-
most six weeks, she’s ready for a
break. “These are some dedicated
people,” Stoffregen said. “It just
amazes me that they can keep up
at their age.”

Longtime customer John Win-
gate, 59, of Overlea said he's re-
lieved that St. Casimir’s will con-
tinue to sell coddies, which satisfy
his annual fix.

“When I was a kid, every corner
store had them, and these taste
like those,” Wingate said.

It took a few weeks for the origi-
nal crew of about five to warm up
to the newcomers.

“They've been great,” said 18-
year coddie maker Dolores Gawor,
72. “Last year, we wouldn't get
done until about 2 p.m., and now
we get out about 11:30.”

Gawor’s daughter, Nancy Jest-
er of Essex, said the kitchen at-
mosphere has lightened because
the crew isn’t as worn down. “It
was just work, work, work,” said
Jester, who's been involved for six
years.

Jester said the coddie makers
probably had needed assistance

for a while.

“They had a hard ti accept-
ing help,” Jester said. “I think they
were afraid of being replaced and
not needed.” :

i ]
These five original coddie mak-|

ers from St. Casi s, at|
O’Donnell Street and wood|
Avenue; are pros w have
cleaned and cooked tho ds ofi
pounds of codfish. 5
Picking through mounds of|

steaming codfish last week, Elea-
nor Burmeister, 76, said,.*I could
probably do this with my eyes!
closed and just feel for the bones.” |

Her only complaint is that the:
codfish odor follows her after she:
leaves the kitchen. “We stink like
heck all the way home,” joked Bur-,
meister.

Little joking and chatting used

-—

to be allowed in the kitchen, said
Alex Kulbicki, 83, who with his!
wife, Frances, B2, are originals.!
Coddie fund-raiser founder Anna
Ziemski, who died in November at
age B6, used torun a tig!t opera-
tion.

“She would say, ‘Talk tomor-
row, work today,’ " said Alex Kul-
bicki.

When Ziemski, the “Queen of

the Kitchen,” died, Kulbicki said |

they weren't sure they would keep
going. “The old guys like us are dy

ing off,” he said.

But they did discontinue piro-
gis, which Ziemski was known for.
“People ask about them, but she
took her recipe with her upstairs,” |
Kulbicki said, laughing_. |

.‘-/"




L was abie (o tind sobriety in an
iuhcrt-nrly Christian fashion,” M.
Maynand said, but gy was what
particularly attracted him o Maut
Talbot’s way in his own Joumey,
Mr. Maynard s g devout
Catholic, an involved parishioner
at the Shrine of the Sacred Heart
i Mount Washington where he
often serves Mass, and a trustee

THE PARISH

4 hard-drinking
worker (a messenger for wine
merchants in Dublin, a dock
workerand ;) construction work -
¢r were among his various Jjobs)
who never let his drinking cause
him to miss 4 day’s work,” Mr.
Maynard explained,

“He spent all hig wages on
drink, and when the money ran
out he did whatever was needed

[ L e U L

Advent preparations in

A family Adveny festival was held Nov, 18 after the 5 p.m, Mass at Our Lady of Sorrows, Owensy

o - SUEIONICS, e
knew somechow he needed to
draw on his faith if he were go-
ing to kick his destructive habit.
But rather than simply giving
up his excessive drinking because
such behavior wag considered
sinful, and he might find himself
in etermal trouble, he realized he
had 1o find a positive reason for
staying sober. He had to find
something better than booyze.

EPORT

Owensville

i order 16 prepare families lor the Advent season, More than 30 boxes of Advent activities were distribut-
ed to families taking part in (he program.

Families first shared 4 meal of soup and sandwiches w
tor, Father Mark | ¢ EUE A Tpretty good cook”

hich included black bean SOUp prepared by their -
according 10 Joyce McMillan, administrator of religious ey-

cation for the parish. Members of the women's guild prepared two other s ups and sandwiches for the meal,

After dinner each family checked out completed samples of each projec
rooms and then selected one of the seven
Boxes included materials 1o make 3-dimensional Advent wreaths, Advent calendars, spe

cards, Christmas angels and many other appropriate crafts.
The project, an idey offered during thig year’s catechist convention at the NCEA convention in Balti-
More, was so successful that Ms, McMillan plans to do something similar for Lent.

./New Parish center

Those strolling past the new St Joseph Cupertino Cener at St. Casimir, Baltimore, would never believe

dedication

activities 1o work on together,

in Canton

it was once a vacant, dilapidated eyesore, the remnants of the first parish school. Today the red brick buildin g2
has a fresh new look and a new lease on Jife as the home of a new . Stanislaus Kostka chapel, parish meet.
ing rooms, the alter-school program for Father Kolbe School and space for parish and community activities,

“Itties in not only with the development of the faith conmy

in the Canton community,” said business Manager Beradette Vece,

The new center wag dedicated Dec,
various parish organizations joined in the procession that brought the B

I7 following the 10 am. Mass

nunity but also with the development going on

at St. Casimir, Representatives from
essed Sacrament into the new chapel.

Former parishioners of St. Stanislaus, (he mother parish of St. Casimir that closed earlier this year, also

t0ok part in the celebration,

The building is a good blend of the old and the new, said Ms, Vece, The new center contains the stained-
glass windows, altar and tabernacle from the old Sy Casimir convent as wel] as the celebrant’s chair f; rom
St. Stanislaus and a portion of the tin ceiling from the original St. Casimir Church.

The Heritage of Hope campaign provided a portion of the $700

of the funds coming from foundation grants and ple,

cal business owners.

000 for the project with the ma jority
dges from parishioners, former parishioners and Jo-

et Review 122100

ille,

tdisplayed in one of (he class-

cial Christmas

Matt was accustomed to tak-
ing only three an half-hours of
sleep on two rough planks and a
wooden pillow. He arose at 2
a.m., prayed and then attended
Mass at 6 am. Afier work he vis-
ited a church, attended confrater-
nity meetings and gave himself
(o prayer and although not well
educated, to spiritugl reading.

He ate no meat for nine

months of the year. His midday

crafted by hand at

mas season!

e

" on OrUS i untouched by
alcoholism and jts tragic effects
in some way, either personally
or through family members or
friends, Mr. Maynard’s book
could make 4 break-through dif-
ference in man y lives.

To Slake a Thirst: The Matt Tal-
bot Way to Sobriety by Phili May-
nard is published b,y Alba House,
New York, Society of St, Paul, 2187
Victo Blvd., Staten Island, NY
10314, The web site is www.alba-
house.org.

CR/GEORGE P. MAT YSEK, JR

TIS THE SEASON: Ruth Guido displays a Christmas wreath she
St. Patrick in Cumberland. Parishioners
have been busy decorating the parish buildings for the Chyist-




OUR GROWING CHURCH

Cookie & Dave Stone, GRI, CRS

“Service that Exceeds
Expectations.”

('CONOR, PIPER & FLYNN ERA
Office: (410) 833-2080
Voice Mail: (410) 667-5145 %

. CStone@0PF.Com

ERA

WINDOW SHADES
VENETIAN BLINDS
Vertical Blinds
Mylar Sun Shades
Levolor Riviera 1 Blinds
Measured and Installed

AMERICAN SHADE CO.

Established 1916
Dick Tillman = 815 N. Howard St.

410-728-5891

(410) 235-4100

'St. Casimir begins work on

St.d osph Cupertino Center

By George P. Matysek, Jr.
Review staff correspondent

For nearly six years, the old
St. Casimir School building in
Canton has stood as a vacant,
dilapidated eyesore unused
by the parish. But by Novem-
ber, the run-down structure
will be transformed into a vi-
brant parish center that will
house a new chapel, parish
meeting rooms and space for
youth activities.

Named the “St. Joseph Cu-
pertino Center” after a 17th-

= century saint of the Conventual

Franciscan order of priests who
staff St. Casimir, the centerpiece
of the renovated school build-
ing will be the new daily Mass

e
ting 50 people, the chapel
will be created out of the two
rooms on the first floor of the
building that runs along Ken-
wood Avenue. To be the
St. Stanislaus Chapel, the wor-
shx space will stand as a spe-
ID tribute to St. Stanislaus
parish - the mother parish of St.
Casimir that was closed by the
archdiocese May 6 after spend-
ing several years as a twinned
parish with St. Casimir.
Stained-glass windows from
the old St. Casimir convent
chapel will be featuimred in the St

A place to pray

CR/AMY BUCK

Workers begin construction on the new St. Stanislaus chapel at St. Casimir in Canton.The chapel, part of the
new St. Joseph Cupertino Center, will be open during the day to allow visitors to pray in the presence of the

Blessed Sacrament.

Syracuse, OFM., Conv.,, pastor
of the 700-family faith commu-
nity. “The new chapel will recall
and preserve the history of both

The St. Stanislaus chapel will
be open during the day to allow
people to pray in the presence of
the Blessed Sacrament, Father
Syracuse said. The pastor added

A utility classroom with
multi-media capabilities for In-
ternet and video projection will
be will be located on the second
floor for use by (ll parish orga-
nizations. The classroom will al-
so become the home for the
parish’s  religious education
P

wo other

second-floor
- q & a -

system will be installed. All ex-
isting windows will be re-
placed, and several additional
windows will be added. The in-
ner courtyard will be converted
to a flay area for the after-

ln adchtlon. the exterior stuc-
co is being removed to ex
the original brickwork of the
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_St. Stanislaus Chapel, the wor-
ship space will stand as a spe-
cial tribute to St. Stanislaus
parish — the mother parish of St.
Casimir that was closed by the
archdiocese May 6 after spend-
ing several years as a twinned
parish with St. Casimir.

Stained-glass windows from

_ the old St. Casimir convent

 chapel will be featured in the St.

Stanislaus chapel, along with

the altar and tabernacle from

,'.-::.'.'.';::: OoRE o the convent chapel. The cele-
('CONOR, PIPER & FLYNN brant’s chair from St. Stanislaus
Church and a portion of the tin
B AY CITY ceiling from the original St.
—edmasimir’s Church will also be

PESK MANAGED I s s included in the design.

—= “We're trying to incorporate

“Pests and disease go together... |~ as much of both churches as

Syracuse, OFM,, Conv., pastor
of the 700-family faith commu-
nity. “The new chapel will recall
and preserve the history of both
parishes.”

The St. Stanislaus chapel will
be open during the day to allow
people to pray in the presence of
the Blessed Sacrament, Father
Syracuse said. The pastor added
that the new chapel will also
save the parish on the high ex-

s of heating and cooling
the main church for daily Mass.

The remaining room on the
first floor of the St. Joseph Cu-
pertino Center will be used for
the after-school p at Fa-
ther Kolbe School. That pro-
gram currently serves about 25
children and is in desperate

‘need of space, the pastor said.

means Quality Work

we practice possible,” said Father Ross
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A utility classroom with
multi-media capabilities for In-
ternet and video projection will
be will be located on the second
floor for use by all parish orga-
nizations. The classroom will al-
so become the home for the
parish’s = religious education
P

wo other second-floor
rooms will be converted into a
youth meeting room for the

ish as well as outside organi-
zations like the Girl Scouts and
Boy Scouts. An existing room
divider will be maintained so
two groups can meet there at
the same time.

Heating, electrical  and
plumbing systems will be re-
placed throughout the build-
ing, and an air conditioning

Cent

Commercial Heating & Cooling Since 1968

system will be installed. All ex-
isting windows will be re-
placed, and several additional
windows will be added. The in-
ner courtyard will be converted
to a play area for the after-
school program.

In addition, the exterior stuc-
co is being removed to expose
the original brickwork of the
structure.

Murphy and Dittenhafer de-
signed the St. Joseph Cupertino
Center and EM. Harvey Con-
strucion Company is the
builder. The project’s total cost
will be about $677,200.

“The St. Joseph Cupertino
Center is a sign of where we're
going as a parish,” said Father
Syracuse. “It’s a sign of a re-
newed spirit.”
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‘Gentrification’ of Canton
gives boost to its parish

By Christopher Gaul
Review associate editor

Father Timothy Kulbicki, O.EM. Conv., was curious. His
homily at the popular 10 am. Mass at St. Casimir three Sun-
days ago addressed the issue of “community” and the Gospel,
and he wanted to know how long people in the congregation
had lived in the Southeast Baltimore waterfront community of
Canton which the parish has served for almost a century.

In calling for a show of hands he asked first how many of
them had lived in Canton for “a long time,” then “for the past
10 years or so” and finally “for the past two Of three years.”

His last request produced by far the largest number of hands,
and the priest noticed that most of them belonged to young
adults in their 20s and early 30s.

He and St. Casimir’s pastor, Father Ross M. Syracuse, O.FM.
Conv., were stunned. They knew that young people, singles and
couples, mostly professionals, had been moving into the com-
munity at a pretty steady rate since Father Syracuse arrived there
in 1997, but they had no idea the influx was this large.

“It’s amazing what's happened here in just the past few
years,” said Father Syracuse, a lean, 50-year-old marathon run-
ner who makes a regular reconnaissance of the historic 2 16-
year-old neighborhood during his late afternoon jogging jaunts.

“ think it’s great,” said Bernadette Vece, St. Casimir’s music
director and business manager, who lives in a Canton row house
just down the street from the 100-year-old one she grew up in
and in which her parents still live.

Both she and Father Syracuse see the renovation, restoration
and even “‘gentrific ation” of Carifon, where row homes that not
Jong ago sold for $30,000 or $40,000 now go for upward of
$200.,000, as new lifeblood for both the community and the
parish whose church spires dominate the immediate skyline.

“It’s a facelift for Canton, and it's a real shot in the arm for
the parish,” Mrs. Vece declared.

The parish of some 650 families has steadily grown over the
past four years at an annual rate of about 40-50 families, even
though there are close t0 50 funerals a year, and Mass attendance
is up by 20 percent. Itis a hopeful sign in a city where many
parishes struggle to survive and where, just a few blocks away,
the older Polish church of St. Stanislaus Kostka, St. Casimir’s
mother church, was closed last year by the archdiocese.

Father Syracuse doesn’t necessarily see Catholic newcomers
to Canton as becoming “pillars of the parish” as such, though.

See REVITALIZATION on page 10

RECLAIMING THE CITY: Evette Geiger, a parishioner of §
during an Operation Faith Lift prayer walk june 2. Parishic
St. Jerome and St. Peter the Apostle bless their neighborh
For more on Operation Faith Lift, see page 3.
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Continued from page 1

“Their lives are very busy now” he said,
“and they’re not likely to be coming to
church socials, but they like the parish for
what it means to them spiritually, and that's
why they come to the church

And that’s the case with 28-year-old
Thomas J. McHugh and his schoolteacher fi-
ancée, who moved to Canton a year ago to
rent row homes a few blocks apart and who
plan to get married at St. Casimir next April.

- Mr. McHugh is the regional manager of a
fledgling technology company. He was liv-
ing in Perry Hall but was drawn to Canton
by its small town, neighborhood atmosphere
and its easy access to 1-95 for his business
trips to Washington and Philadelphia.

And, he said, there’s a ot to do in Can-
on these days, something that would like-
ly have surprised Irish sea captain John
O'Donnell who established the communi-
y in 1785. Good restaurants flourish there
s do the trendy new bars and, said Mr.
McHugh, there are “places to take the fam-
ly when they come to visit” not to mention
t. Casimir itself which he and his fiancée
ell in love with at first sight.

“We went to a couple of other local
hurches, but we really liked St. Casimir,” Mr.
AcHugh said. “Tt had a real feeling of stabili-
/ to it, that the people were here to stay.”

There may not be actual “trouble” per se
| paradise, but both older and newer resi-
ents and St. Casimir’s pastor agree that
iere 1s a downside to Canton’s growth and
velopment,

Standing in the small, well kept O’Don-
1l Square park where the usually child-
5S young, newcomer couples walk their

gs, Father Syracuse pointed across the
et to a woman leaning against her door-
1y, watching Canton’s sidewalk life.

“It’s really noisy on the weekend when
: bars get out,” he said, “and Mrs. Sanders
ht over there, she’s been here for a long,
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NEIGHBORS: Timothy |. McHugh, a recent arrival in Canton and parishioner of St. Casimir, talks
with Father Ross M. Syracuse, O.EM. Conv.,, pastor of St. Casimir, in a neighborhood park. -

long time, but she’s going to be moving be-
cause of the noise and the traffic.” '

And Mr. McHugh says he feels badly for
some of the older residents he knows who
live on fixed incomes. As property values
skyrocketed, so did the taxes, and some of
these longtime residents can no longer af-
ford to live in the community where their
grandparents were born.

He thinks “something” needs to be done
about their oppressive property tax situation,
and Mrs. Vece from the parish agrees.

“It's a shame, but maybe that’s part of
the price we have to pay for all the good
things that have happened.” she said. i |
mean, just look at the rest of Baltimore City
and see what we have here”

The emerging new population is not
likely to strike its roots in Canton. though,

sing? Call...
OM CABINET
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INATES
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Mr. McHugh observed. It’s a great place to
live while you're young and without a fam-
ily, he said, but when children come along
then it’s time to pull up stakes and move to
the suburbs with their larger backyards.

Father Syracuse is not concerned about
this phenomenon, though. Rather, he sees it
as a great opportunity for the parish to be in-
volved in ongoing, energetic evangelization
of a possibly ever-changing population.

Striding around the neighborhood in his
black Franciscan habit and sandals, greet-
ing everyone in sight, Father Syracuse is al-
ways reaching out to the people of Canton, -
hoping to further engage them in the active
life of the parish.

“It’s difficult sometimes, but we have to
call the people forth.”

Canton, he believes, is listening.
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Catholics turn to

NEWS

Parishioners, others flock to
churches in wake of tragedy

By Christopher Gaul

Review associate editor

Stunned, fearful and profoundly sad-
dened, Catholics throughout the Archdio-
cese of Baltimore turned to God through
their parish churches as the horrifving
events of Sept. 11 and their aftermath un-
folded on television before their incredu-
lous eves.

Pastors opened the doors of their
churches, normally closed during most
weekday hours. Many scrambled to orga-
nize prayer services and then struggled to
find the words of faith and hope that
might help make sense out of the evil that
had struck the nation’s body and soul.

“This horrible act of violence brings
home to us all the stark reality of how
fragile life is and how, in certain ways,
we are so profoundly helpless,” Father
Ross M. Syracuse. O.FEM. Conv., pastor
of St. Casimir. Canton, told some 600
people who flocked to the church for a
candlelight prayer vigil on the evening of
the attack on America.

At St. Joan of Arc in Aberdeen. near
the military complex of Aberdeen Prov-
ing Ground, parishioners gathered for an
evening prayer service. Earlier in the day
the pastor, Father Samuel V. Young, could
only find one positive thing that came out
of the horror. It was when he saw the
parish school students’ parents arrive ear-
ly to pick up their children.

“There was no talk of soccer practice
or homework, only a very deep, genuine
love and concern for children,” Father
Young said.

The tragedy hit especially hard at St.
Margaret in Bel Air, which has experienced
the death of two students this summer.

“It’s been like a roller coaster ride,”
said Father Francis X. Callahan, pastor.
noting that parents appeared to be in a
state of almost panic when they picked
up their children. He said that the morn-
ing Mass the day after the terrorist attack
wis a “powerful” experience. especially
when a young man stood up and began

spontaneously to sing “Let there be peace
on earth.” and the rest of the congregation
joined him.

In Highlandtown, Father Thomas Lof-
tus, C.Ss.R., pastor of Sacred Heart of Je-
sus, left open the doors of the church un-
til 7:30 p.m. so that people could come in
1o pray at any time during the day. About
50-60 people gathered that evening,
while Mass attendance at 8 a.m. the next
day more than doubled as was the case
with most parishes throughout the arch-
diocese. Father Loftus also led a prayer
service with the children of the Bishop
John Neumann campus of the Southeast
Baltimore Catholic Academy.

“A tragic thing has happened, and out
of that tragedy good can come from it
Father Loftus told his parishioners. “We
put aside our petty differences to confront
anevil.”

In Severna Park more than 800 people

PEACE VIGIL: Students at Loyola College, Baltimore, participate in a candlelight p

God and th

crowded into St. John the Evangel
Tuesday evening Mass. The pal
word out to its members about tt
via phone trees and e-mails, saic
Mitchell T. Rozanski, pastor.

“The fact that even though thi
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spontancously to sing “Let there be peace
on earth,” and the rest of the congregation
joined him.

In Highlandtown, Father Thomas Lof-
tus, C.Ss.R., pastor of Sacred Heart of Je-
sus, left open the doors of the church un-
til 7:30 p.m. so that people could come in
to pray at any time during the day. About
50-60 people gathered that evening,
while Mass attendance at 8 a.m. the next
day more than doubled as was the case
with most parishes throughout the arch-
diocese. Father Loftus also led a prayer
service with the children of the Bishop
John Neumann campus of the Southeast
Baltimore Catholic Academy.

“A tragic thing has happened, and out
of that tragedy good can come from it,”
Father Loftus told his parishioners. “We

put aside our petty differences to confront
an evil.”
In Severna Park more than 800 people

crowded into St. John the Evangelist for a
Tuesday evening Mass. The parish got
word out to its members about the Mass
via phone trees and e-mails. said Father
Mitchell T. Rozanski, pastor.

“The fact that even though this homi-
ble act had happened, and we had seen
the worst of humanity and what it could
do, our presence was witness fo the fact
that we follow Christ, the Prince of
Peace.” Father Rozanski said.

The parish used the prayers in time of

war and civil disturbance at the Mass.
Not far from the National Security Agen-
cy, St. John has many military, former
military and civilian government workers
as parishioners.

Church of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, Towson, also celebrated a Civil Dis-
turbance Mass Sept. 11 attended by more
than 500 people.

St. Philip Neri, Linthicum Heights,
held Mass the following morning of Sept.
12 with 200 people attending, five times
the number who normally worship on a
weekday. On Sept. 13 a morning Mass
was celebrated for about 500 of the

PEACE VIGIL: Students at Loyola College, Baltimore, participate in a candlel:ght peace
vigil Sept. 13 in remembrance of the lives lost during the terrorist attacks Sept. 11.

(CR/IOwen Sweeney lll)

parish’s school children.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Edgewa-
er, where pastor Father Frank J. Brauer
said the majority of parishioners hold

jobs in Washington. also held a praver

service on the day of the attack.

When Monsignor Joseph L. lLuca,
pastor of St. Louis in Clarksville, first
heard of the terrorist attacks, he immedi-
ately arranged for an evening prayer ser-
vice to be held in the chapel. Even though
the parish had not advertised the gather-
ing, more than 650 people showed up,
moving the event into the main church.

“They sang and prayed with great
emotion,” said Monsignor Luca, observ-
ing that many of his parishioners work
for the Defense Department and the Pen-
tagon. “People are feeling the pain. They
are trying to encounter the Lord and his
healing.”

The pastor noted that the sister of one
of his parishioners was in one of the World
Trade Center towers in New York —on one
of the floors directly impacted by the hi-

jacked plane.

“[ spoke to her (the parishioner), und
she’s very concerned.” he said. “"What
comes to mind is the passage in Scripture
that says, ‘Come to me all you who find
life burdensome and find rest for your
soul™

Father Paul A. Byrnes, pastor of St.
Michael in Frostburg, said parishioners of
his Western Maryland faith community
were shaken because they are less than 40
miles from where one of the hijacked
planes crashed in rural western Pennsyl-
vania. In his homilies during the Sunday
after the attack, he preached about God
“being with his people.” And he prayed
that terrorists will have a “change of
heart”

Parishioners of St. Mary: in Cumber-
land gathered to say the rosary and pray
in the presence of the exposed Blessed
Sacrament Sept. 13. Permanent Deacon
David A. Conley offered a reflection on
the need for God in times of sorrow.

“I've always preached that when you
have the Lord controlling life, you have a
different perspective.” Mr. Conley said.
“We need to keep the Lord in our life to
give us strength.”

Catholic Review staff correspondents Jen-

nifer Williams, George Matysek |r. and Rachel
Richmond cnr*mbuled to this article.
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GOT GOD?: St. Bernardine parish in southwest Baltimore has taken a huge step in its evangelization ef-
forts. The “TRY GOD" billboard, located on Route 40 east, just past Western Cemetery, is part of the
parish’s annual “TRY GOD" manth in October. During the month, parishioners are encouraged to invite
a family member or friend to Mass or a church event. (CRIOWEN SWEENEY 1)

St. Francis children find ‘wonder

St. Francis of Assisi, Baltimore is entering its second year of the religious education program, Cate-
chesis of the Good Shepherd. This Montessori-style program helps young children to understand as-
pects of the church with hands-on interactive activities.

The Catechesis was started in Europe in the 1950s and has spread all over the world. In the program.
children are grouped together according to age and do a lot of creative work with different “tools" of the
church that are tailored to their size. For example. when they learn about the Mass, a miniature altar,
chalice and other materials are available for hands-on learning.

Beth Cushing, first year catechist whose six-year-old daughter is in the program said, "It isn’t so
much instructional as it is wonder,” where the children can see the awesomeness and glory of Christ.
The catechists provide very slow and deliberate illustration of religious principles and biblical stories
with a lot of questioning of the children. A special space, called the atrium, is set aside at the parish for
the program, enabling the children to have room to explore the materials.

“It’s so beautiful and cool to see that enlightenment on their little faces,” she said.

The Catechesis will officially begin in the middle of October. To enroll your child, call 410-254-0989.

4l olic Reviewr

“Haas to serenade St. Casimir e

Renowned liturgical composer David Haas will be in concert at St. Casimir, Canton October 19. Mr.
Haas is regarded as one of the preeminent liturgical composers in the English-speaking world and has
produced over 30 original collections of liturgical music. In 1991 he was nominated for a Grammy
Award for his recording of ““1 Shall See God.” He is currently the director of the Emmaus Center for Mu-
sic, Prayer and Ministry. Mr. Haas will also give a workshop, “The Foundations of Liturgical Celebra-
tion,” at St. Casmir on October 20.

Sacred Heart pastor, knightly chaplain

Father Richard E. Cramblitt, pastor of the Shrine of the Sacred Heart in Mt. Washington was invest-
ed as a Magistral Chaplain of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta on Sept. 22 in a Mass celebrated by
Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, archbishop of Washington.

The Order of Malia is a Catholic lay religious order that dates back to the time of the Crusades. It
honors those men and women who have an outstanding history of service to the church.

Windows to Heaven

Helping the Comboni Missionary Sisters repair their new convent and memorializing a family mem-
ber go hand-in-hand at St. Matthew, Baltimore. The sisters occupy the convent at the parish and many
people have assisted them in making needed repairs. One major renovation that still needs to be com-
pleted is replacing all of the windows in the convent. To help the sisters, Father Joseph L. Muth, Jr., pas-
tor of St. Matthew, is encouraging parishioners to donate $300, the cost of one new window, in honor of
a deceased family member. The names of those honored will be engraved on a plaque in the convent
chapel and the sisters will remember them in their prayers.
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From pirogi to lattes

St. Casimir's, like its Canton neighborhood, is moving from a Polish past
to a yuppies future.

By Carl Schoettler
Sun Staff

October 27, 2001

The twin spires of St. Casimir Roman Catholic Church have stood like sentinels in the heart of Canton for 75 years,
signposts for the neighborhood, markers for sailors plying the harbor and a comfort for the faithful, pointing ever
upward toward the heavens.

The parish, a century old next year, is in the midst of the most profound change in its history. So too the
neighborhood. From its beginnings as an urban, ethnic church serving Polish immigrants, St. Casimir now finds
itself ministering to young, upscale professionals while still attending to the needs of its aging, more traditional
parishioners.

The job of guiding this transition has fallen to the Rev. Ross M. Syracuse, the youthful pastor who arrived at St.
Casimir's four years ago when the church attendance was in a nose dive and the Canton resurgence was taking off.

He's perhaps the ideal priest for the job. Like lots of the "new people” moving into Canton, he's a dedicated runner,
doing six miles around the neighborhood nearly every day. He's completed 73 marathons, including the city's race
last Sunday, where he offered the invocation prayer, then took off with the throng and finished with a time of
3:43:55. He works out at a local health club. He's a vegetarian. And he flies a Cessna 152 for recreation.

Yet he's a deeply spiritual priest with a warm respect for tradition. He pads through Canton in the dark robe, bound
by a knotted white cord, and the open sandals of the Franciscan order. He conducts a healing service Thursday
evening at the church, and he's just back from a religious retreat.

“Father Ross,” says Bernadette Vece, St. Casimir’s business manager, "he's around the clock almost."

She ticks off four Masses on the weckend, daily moming Masses Monday to Friday, funerals, weddings, pre-nuptial
classes. Father Ross, the only priest assigned to the parish, has just added a third Mass on Sunday at 5 p.m. to attract
the new people, who may find even a noon Mass too early after partying late Saturday night.

"We have a lot of good ministers, people who help with the Masses and the different services we have, our ushers
and eucharistic ministers, our lecteurs,” Vece says.

And yet, Father Ross still has plenty to do. When he arrived at St. Casimir's, Mass attendance had been dropping by
almost 15 per cent a year for 10 years. Younger people were moving away; older parishioners were dying off.

"We had between 40 and 60 funerals a year," Father Ross says. "And although we still have the same amount of
funerals, we are increasing in our Mass attendance.”

Coming down the aisle after the popular 10 o'clock Mass recently are two of those young professionals who have
found a new spiritual home in St. Casimir's, Amy Williams, 28, and Christopher Hickey, 29. He's a stockbroker and
she's a social worker. They're planning a June wedding at the church with Father Ross.



"He has a nice way about him," Chris says.
"He does a good job," Amy says. "He includes everyone, makes everybody feel comfortable.”

Amy, who came here from Akron, Ohio, to go to grad school at the University of Maryland, has a place on Milton
Avenue, a half-dozen blocks from the church. Chris, ori ginally from New York , lived in Fells Point five years
before he was recently transferred to Wilmington, Del., They both think the new 5 o’clock Mass on Sunday will bring
younger people back to the church.

"It's part of the whole change in the community,” Chris says. "That Mass will kind of round out the weekend. It's a
very good idea."

Father Ross thinks that St. Casimir's offers newcomers something they might find lacking in their lives.

"Many," he says, "don't come from backgrounds where they have had a lot of tradition in their families, or even in
their belonging to the church.

"And our 8t. Casimir's is kind of steeped in ... a lot of tradition, culture and spirituality. You look around the church
with all the paintings and statues and you can't help but have an experience of the tradition and of the past."

The interior

The spacious church, with its bell towers reaching skyward 110 feet, culminates in an altar that replicates flawlessly
Donatello's altar at the Basilica of St. Anthony in Padua, Italy. The centerpiece is a bronze statue of the Virgin Mary
rising from a throne with the infant Jesus in her arms. She is flanked by St. Anthony and St. Francis, patrons of the
Franciscan Order, which has administered the church since 1905, Overhead rises an extraordinary reproduction of
Donatello's Crucifix.

The nave is a grand space, airy and filled with light colored by more than a dozen stained glass windows. Murals
overhead depict scenes from the church in Poland and in America, including a tableau with Baltimore's Mother
Seton, the first American-bom saint.

"This was once a Polish church,” says Betty Piskor, a St. Casimir's parishioner for 50 years and a tour guide who
loves the church. And it's not without significance that she uses the past tense. "As you can see from the names
[under the stained glass windows]."

Kazimerz and Michalina Sobczak, for example, donated the money for the window that depicts St. Casimir, the
patron of both Poland and Lithuania, holding high his attributes, the cross and the lily.

Polish parishioners like the Sobczaks, Piskor says, "they're the ones whose pennies and nickels and dimes built this
church.”

St. Casimir's began in 1902 as a missionary parish of St. Stanislaus Kostka Church, on South Ann Street, to serve
Polish immigrants spreading east from Felis Point. The present church is a sort of grand add-on to the red brick
building at its back, which was the first St. Casimir's in Canton.

"Immigrants needed a place where they could come,” Piskor says. "That's the story of all churches, German, Italian.
Everyone had to have a foundation and usually it was the church. Your social life was your church, too, your
weddings, your meetings. Everything was your church.

"And they all spoke the same language.”

The Polish immigrants and their children worked in factories and canneries right in the parish - like Gibbs', Libby’s,
Maryland Chief, American Can and the Tin Decorating Co. Later the men would go down to Sparrows Point and
work in the steel mills.



"Most of them only spoke Polish," says Piskor. "I lived right down here for a long time. If you walk down these
small streets, like {South] Belnord Avenue, you can see these small houses, [where immigrants lived], packed with
children.”

Father Timothy Kulbicki, the dean of theology at St. Mary's Seminary and a church historian who lives at the
rectory, grew up in the parish. He says that St. Casimir's actually hit its high point in 1934, when the parish
numbered more than 5,000 "souls"” and nearly a thousand children went to the church school. Attendance at weeckend
Masses these days totals between 500 and 600.

“From 1934 it exhibits a long and slow decline,” says Father Tim, the son of a North Glover Street grocer. "Partly
because it was an ethnic parish designed without territorial boundaries to serve a linguistic group, i.e. Polish-
Americans."

By 1934, he says, the second and third generation no longer described themselves "completely and thoroughly as
Polish-Americans.” What starts slowly in the 1930s accelerates rapidly after World War II.

"Polish sons," Father Tim says, "go off and then come back and have the GI Bill of Rights and move out to Rosedale
and Dundalk and Fullerton and Overlea and Gardenville."

So the parish is left with three groups: a core element that never left the neighborhood.

A second group grew up in Canton, left and comes back regularly. Father Tim says: "It's a kind of a center of identity
for them.

"And then you have another grouping that is very new to the neighborhood, that has no historic roots, no historic
Polish background or anything like that. But this is where they've settled and this is where they worship,

"So what you've really got is a kind of Polish village into which a lot of people have moved."

Real estate boom

This village is among the hottest real estate markets in the city. The rowhouses thrifty Polish factory workers bought
for a couple of thousand dollars have become prized homes for the young architects and doctors and stockbrokers,

who want to live an urban lifestyle.
In March, one of those small immigrant houses on South Belnord Avenue sold for $155,000.

Renovation is rampant. Brand-new houses pop up wherever builders can find or make an empty lot. Canton
Crossroad II with houses "priced from the $290s" stands at Fleet and Essex streets, which Piskor says once wouldn't

even have been considered Canton.

Symbolizing the change is O'Donnell Square, which begins just beyond the Father Kolbe parochial school across
from the church. Trendy bars, boutiques and restaurants line the square where Canton Market once stood and August
Bender served up fine delicatessen, Walter Milanicz sold meat and Robert Bethke hawked produce.

The factories and can companies where immigrant Poles worked - Continental Can Co., or the J.S. Young licorice
plant, or the Tin Decorating Co. - have become the Tindeco Wharf and Canton Cove apartments and condominiums
and The American Can Company shopping and office complex.

The new people are young singles or married couples without families, mostly professionals, better off and less
rooted in the community than the traditional St. Casimir's parishioner.

But one could hardly have deeper roots in the parish than "Bernie” Vece, the business manager. She grew up in
Canton at 3138 Elliott St., where her parents still live. When she got married, she just moved down to the other end



of the block. She was christened, confirmed, received first communion and got married at St. Casimir's. And her
son, Paul, 20, received all his sacraments here, too.

But Vece knows the reality of the parish is that St. Casimir's is not the Polish church anymore.

"We have people kind of set in their ways," she says. "But [ think for the most part it has been pretty progressive.
We're moving along with the change. We're all learning as we go."

A Polish-American Heritage Committee still sponsors several events during the year. And the older, mostly Polish,
members of the Beautiful Years Club eat lunch together, then play bingo after the Wednesday Mass, which is
scheduled at 11 a.m. especially for them. Vece's father cals the numbers for the bingo.

But the days when a Polish polka band plays at the dances in the parish hall are numbered. Fewer and fewer people
dance. One member of the parish council suggested swing dancing, the emblematic dance style of the yuppie
generation,

No one quite remembers when the last Mass was said in Polish. In the 1980s, Father Tim suggests. Vece agrees. The
last vestige of that era is a Polish hymn that's sung at the 8 o'clock Mass on Sunday.

At the popular 10 o'clock Mass, Fred and Sarah Kawa, two of the new people in the church, volunteer as Eucharistic
ministers and distribute bread and wine during communion, Fred started coming to St. Casimir's about four years
ago when he moved into Canton, and Sarah came after she met Fred.

"St. Casimir's is where we got married,” Fred says, just a year ago on Sept. 23. "It's a very welcoming church.”
Sarah's 24 and a nurse at St. Agnes Hospital. She grew up in Westminster. Fred's 31 and an engineer who came to
Baltimore from a town near Corning, N.Y. They lived at Tindeco Wharf for a while after they got married, then
moved out to Woodstock in Howard County. But they come back every Sunday.

Although nominally a Catholic all his life, Fred was actually confirmed at St. Casimir's in preparation for the
wedding,

"We really like the parish and the people," Sarah says. "It just feels right."

"And Father Ross is one of our favorite people,” Fred says. "He can relate to us as yo unger people and to the people
who have been there all their lives. Father Ross has done an excellent job of rolling with the punches, rolling with
those changes. He doesn't exclude anybody.

"At the end of Mass he comes out and asks if anybody's there for the first time. He says that at every single Mass."

Making new friends

Several weeks ago, Father Ross took his welcome a little further. He stopped after the first part of his homily. "Now
you're going to preach the second part of the homily,” he told the congregation. "And they're looking at me like I had
two heads.

"I want you to get up out of your seats," he said, "and introduce yourself to people you don't know. Don't go to
people you know. Go to people you don't know and spend some time with those people.”

"I was real nervous about that," he confides later.
But people got up and fanned out across the church. "It was wonderfully noisy and people were having a grand

time," Father Ross says. "We could have gone on for a long time. I eventually had to call them back. But it was a
wonderful experience.,



And what it means to go to the new St. Casmir's Church.

Copyright © 2001, The Baltimore Sun
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Spaces,”

I'was particularly intrigued about features on historical and con-
temporary religious figures which allow young Internet travelers to
vote on whether they are “Saints or Ain’t* and a chance to challenge
their knowledge of church history in “Trivia Inferno.”

[ discovered. for example. that young adult visitors 1o the site
overwhelmingly considered Anthony of Padua to be a saint yet, cu-
riously, were split over Katharine Drexcl. who was listed as “Trust
fund baby makes good.”

Paulist Father Brett Hoover, C.S.P. who is in his carly 30s
and who calls himsell, tongue in cheek. the “Exalted Grand
Poobah™ of Paulist Young Ministries, is rightly proud of Busted-
Halo.

While there are other sites aimed at voung adults, there are no
others that are focused on spirituality in such a dynamic way." he
said. “People are finding us through search engines and word-of-
mouth and through some Internet and print advertising we've done.,
and they're pleased with what they see.”

Chris Ashby. the archdiocese’s director of young adult ministry
and youth activities, thinks BustedHalo is the greatest thing since
sheed bread, and he's getting the word out to parishes,

E-mail Christpher Gaul at cgaul@catholicreview.org

PARISH NEWS

begging for grace in annual novena

As part of their tradition, St. Ignatius, Baltimore, and St. Alphonsus Rodriguez, Woodstock. are
sponsoring the novena of grace March 4-12.

The novena was begun by Father Marcellus Mastrilli in 1634, He was very near death after suffering
a brain injury when he was cured instantancously through the intercession of St. Francis: Xavier.
Churches around the world celebrate the novena for nine days until March 12, the anniversary of the

jln“ﬂiz;,iinn ol St, Francis Xavier,

Speak Polish in Canton

A new feature on the St. Casimir, Canton. Web site i« LingvoBit, which will translate any English
word you type into Polish and vice versa, Check out the site at hitp:/fwww.steasimirorg.

Govans parish helps motherless children

St. Mary of the Assumption, Govans. will host o memorial benefit dinner March 9 at 6 p.m. for the chil
dren of Katrina Smith and Kenya Wilson who were killed by a drunk driver in September 2001. Proceeds
will benefit Ms. Smith and Ms. Wilson's children, Marvin and Mercus Smith and Daija Wilson. Tickets cost
$15 per adult and $7 per child in advance. For more information, call John and Linda Butt at 410-532-6713.

E-mail Rachel Richmond at rrichmond@catholicreview.org.

S W e Y ST TS T




7 PARISH NEWS
#

Of kings, popes and
deottish bagpipers

h. the glorious skirl of the bagpipes. What a sound! Well | suppose

some may liken it 1o a sort of screeching, caterwauling sound since,
after all, it was designed to frighten an enemy. Personally. though. |
love it. Sends shivers up my spine. Tunes of glory, don’t you know.

Atany rate. the sound of the pipes will once again grace the Basili-
ca of the National Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary April 7. 1t will be during the 10:45 a.m. Mass (0 be celebrated by
Cardinal William H. Keeler who no doubt looks forward to this day as
his ancestors were keel makers in the Glasgow shipyards and must
surcly have danced 1o the piper from time 1o time.

The event is the St. Andrew’s Society ol Baltimore™s fourth annual
“Kirkin® (blessing) of the Tartan™ in honor of Tartan Day (April 6).
which was named the national Scottish American holiday by the Unit-

ed States Senate in 1998, m
i

I had a chance to chat with Kevin

Rand Gillespie. longtime member of ! e
the local St. Andrew’s group and a past (_:Ilriﬁl(}}.ih(}l fn I S
chairman of the U.S. association of his 'y '

tamily clan, Clan MacPherson. who __(_’_a“I \ ¥
had some interesting Catholic history )’
Lo relate,

That was after he rather sternly corrected my pronunciation of

MacPherson as Mac-feer-son. “There is no ‘fear’ in Mac-fur-son,” he
told me. Very touchy, these Scots, about that sort of thing,

Anyway ... it seems that the April 6 date was chosen because it was
on that day in 1320 that a group of Scottish noblemen petitioned Pope
John XXII to recognize the independence of Scotland. They actually
petitioned the pope with what was called the Declaration of Arbroath,
a document that — Kevin emphatically assured me - “for the first time
in history proclaimed the God-given right of an entire nation to live in
freedom.”

That was, of course, the era of the “Divine Right of Kings,” but the
Scottish declaration insisted that the king ruled at the sufferance of the
people, and if he betrayed that trust they had the right to replace him
with a ruler more to their liking.

The pope recognized Scotland’s independence in 1329 more, per-
haps. for political reasons than his love of democracy for he was a deci-
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DINNER AND DAING: Joe Pleaa and Jean Ritchie dance the afternoon away at an oplatek din-
ner and dance at St. Casimir in Canton Jan. 6. (CR/Owen Sweeney IIf)

Baby bottles at work for life out west

As the 29th anniversary of
the Roc vs. Wade Supreme
Court decision approaches Jan.
22, Church of St. Peter the
Apostle, Oakland, and its mis-
sions, Immaculate Concep-
tion, Kitzmiller, and St. Peter

of the Lake, Deep Creek, are
encouraging the support of life
through a unique fund raiser to
support the Mountain Top Preg-
nancy Center in Garrett County.

The parishes are inviting
their members to place a baby

bottle on their dinner table and
put loose change in it, a similar
sacrifice to the “rice bowls”
during Lent. The bottles, pro-
vided by the parish prolife
committee, will be returned
full at the end of January.

Old sewing machines bound for Haiti

Chuck Moranville, a parish-
ioner of St. Joseph, Sykesville,

has been collecting sewing ma-
. | Y P |

cibmarmmn b At e e

machines collected by Mr.
Moranville had been sitting un-
used in Carroll County homes

| T L T N ) -

Mortel, head of the Propaga-
tion of the Faith and the Holy
Childhood Association for the



vative, evangelical and apocalyptic than their northern counterparts.
Mysticism, Puritanism, belief in prophecy, faith-healing, exorcism
and dream-visions — concepts which more liberal western churches
have traded in for progressive political and social concerns — are ba-
sic to the newer churches in the south. And the effects of such be-
liefs on global politics, Jenkins argues, will be enormous, as rel;-
gious identification begins to take precedence over allegiance to
secular nation-states,

Indeed, as Christianity grows in regions where Islam is also
expected to increase — as recent conflicts in Indonesia, Nigeria
and the Philippines reveal — we may see a return to the religious
wars of the past, fought out with renewed intensity and high-tech
weapons far surpassing the swords and spears of the Middle
Ages.

Western commentators have recently and depressingly declared
that Christianity is declining or that it must modernize its beliefs or
risk being abandoned altogether. Writing in a style that is both vivid
and incisive and with impeccable research to back him up, Philip
Jenkins contends that just the opposite is true: Christianity is on the
rise again and in more traditional forms that we have seen in many
years. But to understand this rise requires a new awareness of what
is happening in Africa, Asia and Latin America.

When it comes to the largest single religious structure on the
planet, the billion-strong Roman Catholic Church, the conservatism
of our church, so often denounced and derided. must partly be seen
as aresponse to the changing demographics of world religion. It is
what itis, Jenkins insists, because it speaks for its members, who are
so concentrated in the Third World.

The conservative tone of African and Latin American Catholi-

cism suggests why the hierarchy is less than concerned whenr

Catholics in Boston or Munich threaten schism. In the traditionalist
view, adapting to become relevant or sensitive to the needs of Wes(-
emn elites would be suicidal for the long-term prospects of the
church, It is the so-called traditionalists, rather than the liberals, who
are playing the political game of the new century.

By 2025, Africans and Latin Americans combined will make up
about 60 percent of Catholics, and that number should reach 66 per-
cent before 2050. European and Euro-American Catholics will by
that point be a small fragment of a church dominated by Filipinos
and Mexicans, Vietnamese and Congolese (although, of course, the
north still provides a hugely disproportionate share of church fi-
nances). The 20th century was clearly the last in which whites dom-
inated the Catholic Church: Burope simply is nor “The Church.”
Latin America may be.

IF you're interested in Christianity and in the changing world of

the 21st century, check this book out. It is to be published by Oxford
University Press in April.

OL. LUIIOULY Leens Lake on tne wven

The youth group at St. Timothy, Walkersville, has a new Web site. The site, www.stimym, Catholic Web.com,
contains news and information about the group, complete with a calendar of meetings. On the home page is a re-
production of a poster that says, “St. Timothy Rocks. We are living stones.” The site also has links to other Catholic
organizations,

Spirit shines in Frederick, Bradshaw

St. John the Evangelist, Frederick, and St. Stephen, Bradshaw, will host Lifc in the Spirit semi-
nars for seven weeks beginning in early January.

The sessions contain the basic message of Christianity in the form of music, personal witness talks,
small faith-sharing groups and leaming about the spiritual gifts of God. This seventh-annual event helps
people gain a renewed commitment to God.

Topics for the seminars include God’s love, salvation, receiving God's gifts and prayer for fresh outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit. For more information, call St. John at 301-662-7510 or St. Stephen at 410-592-7071.

St. Ann, Hagerstown, teens go hungry

The young people of St. Ann, Hagerstown, will participate in their annual food fast from Jan. 4 at
6:30 p.m. until Jan. S after the parish’s 5:15 p-m. Mass. The activity helps the teens become aware of
what it mcans to be homeless and hungry. During the fast, a canned food drive will be held plus activi-
ties for the youngsters. All money collected from pledges will be given to Catholic Relief Services.

Fun for families at the cathedral

Cathedral of Mary Our Queen, Homeland, will hold its monthly Family Friendly Friday Jan. 11
from 6-9 p.m. The family-oriented events, hosted by the parish’s Family Life Committee, include din
ner and range from fairs to bingo o spiritual presentations to movie nights. About 200 pec iple attend the
eyents, held in the parish center. For more information, call 410-464-4000.

/Blessings abound at St. Casimir

In honor of the feast of the Epiphany of the Lord, the priests of St. Casimir, Canton, will bless the home
of anyone interested. This Polish tradition is also employed by other churches in the archdiocese, To have
your house blessed in the month of January in the neighborhood of St Casimir, call 410-276-1951.

Holy oils have a special place at Laurel

Resurrection of Our Lord, Laurel, has installed a new ambry o the left of its altar. The place of
reservation for holy oils was crafted by parishioner Al Kruez. Parishioners Rudy Augustine and Tom
Maggenti helped mount and light the ambry,
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Beacon of the community

Project: For some in Canton, the restoration of St. Casimir, which includes regilding its domes, is
symbolic of the area's resurgence.

By Jay Parsons
Sun Staff

June 28, 2002

Above the domes atop Canton's St. Casimir Roman Catholic Church, more than 100 feet in the air, gusts of wind occasionally send Michael
Kramer’s thin flakes of gold flying into the sky.

"There goes a couple bucks,” jokes Kramer, a gilder who is putting the finishing touches on a three-month, $40,000 restoration project at
the church that symbolizes the resurgence of St. Casimir and the once-bustling Polish settlement it was built to anchor. After 50 years of
slow deterioration, both are growing.

For the Rev. Ross M. Syracuse, the gilding of the domes ~ part of an overhaul of the church's exterior that includes structural and masonry
work — has particular meaning.

"While aesthetic, the domes are a sign of stability and growth," said Syracuse, pastor of St. Casimir's. "This is an external manifestation of
what's happening inside.”

The congregation will celebrate the church's 100th anniversary in November, and exterior renovations will have been completed by then,
serving as symbols of Canton and of St. Casimir’s revitalization during the past decade.

Once the centerpiece of Canton, the church had 5,000 members in the 1930s. With the community's decay came the decline of St. Casimir.
Sunday Mass attendance is 650, up from 550 five years ago, when Syracuse took over at St. Casimir.

"Instead of seeing the old buildings as an albatross around its necks, Canton sees it as a tremendous source of pride," said John Srygley,
architect for the renovations. "The church, the center of the community, is a symbol for that."

As part of the gilding project, Kramer and his team use brushes to smooth 8-inch-wide sheets of 23.5 karat gold, thinner than aluminum
foil. Each 40-square-foot roll is custom-made in Florence, ltaly, and costs $600.

Peeling gold sheets off a piece of paper, as if removing adhesive labels, the gilders mold them contiguously across and around domes, each
with a surface area of 675 square feet. A belt of jagged designs around the domes slows the project, most of which is done by hand. Rarely
does an entire sheet stick, and the rest glides to the ground.

The shimmering gold serves as Syracuse's vision for the church - a beacon that he hopes will shine as a public reminder of the church's
role in the community.

Syracuse jogs daily five miles to Fort McHenry, stopping to gaze at the sunlit gold exterior. He said, "I can see the outline of the church,
and the domes look like a light. I run up there and say, "Man, this is ... " Grinning, he doesn't finish the sentence.

The best view of the domes is from towering temporary scaffolds, where three artisans from the Gilders' Studio Inc. spent two months
stripping and toning the structure before the gold could be applied. The Olney-based company’s resume includes the cross on the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem and the state capitol dome in Atlanta.

Syracuse, an avid rock climber, is one of a few who will be able to view the domes up close. He occasionally climbs to the church's roof for
views of the Inner Harbor to the west and the historic Canton community that has changed drastically since the building's birth in 1925.

The idea to renovate was conceived during one his treks to the roof, Syracuse spotted decaying joints between the large stones and
contacted an architect, who suggested gilding the two domes and cross as part of a four-phase revitalization.

The gilding is the only purely aesthetic stage of the renovations. Most of the process is intended to plug leaks and stop decay.

St. Casimir’s 75-year-old domes were gilded with lower-grade materials in 1982, and the gold quickly blew away. Kramer said his coating
will last 35 to 40 years because it is 98 percent gold.
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-« Jason Gaynor (left) and Pat White work on a structure
under the south dome to keep birds at bay. (Sun photo by
Alyssa Cwanger)

Jun 27, 2002

B 0 The Day in Pictures
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Attendance at the church, once an

Catholic Church in Canton.
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City parishes prosper
with area improvement
while others falter

By Rachel Richmond
Review staff correspondent

Parishes like St. Mary, Star of the Sea and
Holy Cross in Federal Hill have long been
what generations of pastors have called an-
chors for the neighborhood. But as the Irish
and German communities grew older in the
1980s, deaths and flight to the suburbs left
the parishes struggling. Yet a little over five
years ago, after city and citizen efforts to
make the waterfront community more at-
tractive, single young adults began moving
into Federal Hill looking for the community
feeling that they couldn’t find in the suburbs.
As the neighborhood has grown, new busi-
nesses have opened and housing prices have
skyrocketed to upwards of $350,000. And
like parishes experiencing renaissance all
over Baltimore City, the now 1,000-family
St Mary and Holy Cross are enjoying new
life, thanks to city government efforts and
parish ingenuity.

Since Baltimore Mayor Martin J. O'-
Malley took office in December 1999, his

administration has launched a series of

initiatives aimed at fostering quality
neighborhoods. This involves providing

Father Ross Syracuse, O.EM., Conv.,
pastor of the 100-year-old St. Casimir
parish in Canton, said that new, often
younger, members have been “building on
the tradition and the faith and the hard work
of the people who have come before.”

St. Casimir is a parish that has com-
bined good location-just blocks from the
waterfront- with evangelization. Reach-
ing out to the young professionals and
families who have made up the Canton
renaissance has boosted Mass attendance
from 450-550 people a weekend in 1997
to about 700 today.

Before Father Syracuse came to St.
Casimir in 1997, the southeast Baltimore
parish had been losing 10-15 percent of
its membership each year as older parish-
ioners died or others moved away.

But now Father Syracuse has had to
add a 5 p.m. Sunday Mass to accommo-
date the large crowds and has been happi-
ly presiding over many more weddings
and baptisms, a nice balance to the some
50 funerals a year the parish still offers.

Across town, Father James P. Farmer,
pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas in Hamp-
den, said that the Baltimore Main Streets
Project, a city initiative which spearheads
commercial revitalization tailored to busi-
ness districts, has increased the number of
young families in the north Baltimore
parish and its school since being enacted
in late 2000. Sunday Mass attendance has
nearly doubled over the past 10 vears.

Hampden has been generally a very
stable neighborhood, Father Farmer said,
but over the years drugs and crime have
been problems. St. Thomas adapted to
meel people’s needs with a large Nar-
cotics Anonymous group, Alcoholics
Anonymous and outreach to prostitutes.

“So while there are many problems,
each of them is an opportunity as well,”
Father Farmer said. “God is blessing us
abundantly.”

And according to the mayor's office,
the Main Streets project is making a dif-
ference, even if much of the success is
still anecdotal.

“The sort of net effect of new residents
to areas, us well as the increase in pedes-
trian traffic, is having an effect,” said
Alex Hughes of the Mayor's Office of
Economic Development. “At this point
we haven't really quantified it

But she said that over 80 fagade im-
provements have been made in the seven
Main Streets neighborhoods and that 29
private dollars are spent for every dollar
in public investment.

More than location, location, location

It’s not just location that makes a
parish thrive.

“They are still vital parishes because
they are in a vital neighborhood. I think
that’s the secret,” said Father Thomas
Malia, recent former pastor of St
Mary/Holy Cross.

town is a parish on the edge of neighbor-
hood revitalization. Located on Baltimore
Street in southeast Baltimore, it’s on the
other side of Patterson Park from Canton
and Fells Point. Houses in St. Elizabeth’s
neighborhood sell for $150,000-300,000
less than in Canton, only a mile away.
Prosperity has yet to hit the older commu-
nity where drugs are plentiful and prosti-
tutes sct up trade on the steps of the
church, rectory and nearby homes.

“Some of the people are just fearful to
go out,” said Father Robert Sisk, TO.R.,
the associate pastor who recently com-
pleted personal visits to the 250 families
that live within parish boundaries. Some
parishioners told him they are afraid to
walk around the block because they
could be robbed.

“We're still trying to make our neigh-
borhood the best possible one so it will be
attractive,” Father Sisk said. Attendance
has remained steady at 275 people per
weekend over the past year but parish-
ioners are still concerned that St. Eliza-
beth has diminished from the thriving
parish it once was, especially now that
the school has been closed.

“The city really can’t do
any of this alone’

Ms. Hughes in the mayor’s office said
that Mayor O’Malley’s new Baltimore
Believe campaign is designed to counter-
act the orevailine notion that “peonle



skyrocketed to upwards of $350,000. And
like parishes experiencing renaissance all
over Baltimore City, the now 1,000-family
St. Mary and Holy Cross are enjoying new
life, thanks to city government efforts and
parish ingenuity.

Since Baltimore Mayor Martin I. O’-
Malley took office in December 1999, his
administration has launched a series of
initiatives aimed at fostering quality
neighborhoods. This involves providing
funding, face-lifts and support to neigh-
borhood associations.

Pastors of parishes fortunate enough
to be located in revitalized areas say that
their churches benefit.
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50 funerals a year the parish still offers.

Across town, Father James P. Farmer,
pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas in Hamp-
den, said that the Baltimore Main Streets
Project, a city initiative which spearheads
commercial revitalization tailored to busi-
ness districts, has increased the number of
young families in the north Baltimore
parish and its school since being enacted
in late 20(X). Sunday Mass attendance has
nearly doubled over the past 10 years.

“The revitalization has also brought
with it many new restaurants and differ-
ent shops on the streets,” Father Farmer
said, “So there’s a certain gentrification
which has been brought with it.”
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BLOOM: 5t. Casimi Canton parishioners are greeted y blooming

flowers along their Sunday walk to Mass. (Photos by Owen Sweeney lil)

private dollars are spent for every dollar
in public investment.

More than location, location, location

I’s not just location that makes a
parish thrive.

“They are still vital parishes because
they are in a vital neighborhood. I think
that’s the secret,” said Father Thomas
Malia, recent former pastor of St
Mary/Holy Cross.

“People will not automatically come,”
Father Syracuse of St. Casimir said.
“They might come once but there has to
be a real reaching out, welcoming, invit-
ing, fostering a sprit of belonging. And |
think that in turn makes the neighbor-
hood more attractive.”

‘We’re not seeing it here’

Yet, while parishes in Canton, Federal
Hill and elsewhere are thriving, parishes
in the city’s depressed areas are barely
holding on, hoping that city government,
police and their own people will step up
to stem the alarming problems of drugs
and poverty.

“Housing is very dilapidated. Drugs are
rampant and trash is everywhere,” said Fa-
ther Peter Lyons, T.O.R., pastor of St.
Wenceslaus and St. Ann in east Baltimore,
*“We hear from the mayor that things are
getting better but we're not seeing it here.”

Plans are underway for St. Wences-
laus’ neighbor, John Hopkins University,
to build a biotech park that would bring
new jobs into the area.

Father Lyons’ hope is that such efforts
will not drive out current residents but
give them a better quality of life and more
opportunities for housing, recreation and
education.

“T think it’s discouraging for people
who come to church to see the condition
of the neighborhood,” Father Lyons said.

St. Elizabeth of Hungary in Highland-

ioners are still concerned that St. Eliza-
beth has diminished from the thriving
parish it once was, especially now that
the school has been closed.

“The city really can’t do
any of this alone’

Ms. Hughes in the mayor’s office said
that Mayor O’Malley’s new Baltimore
Believe campaign is designed to counter-
act the prevailing notion that “people
who live in Baltimore don't believe that
there is any hope.” Neighborhoods can be
restored through teamwork, she insists.

Father Joseph Del Vecchio, S.5.J., pas-
tor of St. Peter Claver, agrees. “It’s really
the people who have to seek out change,”
he said. “Everything else is just a face lift
to me.”
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RENEWAL NEEDED: Bottles and cans line
the gutter outside St. Elizabeth of Hungary
in Highlandtown.
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St. Casimir Church’ s renovation reflects parish’s revival

By Rachel Richmond
Review staff correspondent

One recent evening Father
Ross M. Syracuse, O.FM.,
Conv. climbed the scaffolding
robing St. Casimir, Canton, like
a stairway to heaven, swihg his
legs over the side and sat down.
Passersby may have wondered if
the Franciscan pastor had finally
reached the end of his rope and
considered jumping. But in fact.
Father Syracuse was peacetully
contemplating the view across
the water to the Inner Harbor,
Fort McHenry and beyond. And,
he said, he was quietly giving
thanks for the generosity of
parishioners that enabled the
$60,000 scaffolding to be in
place for much-needed masonry
work and re-gilding of the twin
domes that are visible from all
over Canton.

“This is all possible because

of the generosity of the people of

the faith community,” said Father
Syracuse safely on the ground in
the rectory. “It’s a tribute to their
faith, their love for God.”
Renovations began in April on
the two tall, cream-colored domes,
which were suffering wear and
tear after 77 years. (“hunk«. in the

EXACT MEASUREMENT: Father Ross M. Syracuse, O.F.M., Conv., pastor
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of St. Casimir in Canton, checks in with Rob Stahl during the renoya-
tions to the church June 25. (CR/Owen Sweeney Ill)

stone needed to be repaired and the
gold domes and crosses atop the
towers were faded.

The multi-part process in-
cluded sandblasting the copper
domes to remove gold-colored
plastic, which had been applied

instead of real gold in 1982, It
then took two weeks to apply
the thin layer of 23.5-carat gold,
which cost $9,000 and was spe-
cially made in Florence, Italy.
Construction  workers  also
cleaned the brick and installed

pigeon deterrents and lightning
protection.

“I like to think of this as the
exterior expression of what’s

happening in the internal life of

the faith community,” Father
Syracuse said. St. Casimir has
blossomed in the past few years
as young adults have moved in
and, with longtime parishioners,
strengthened the 100-year-old
historically Polish parish.

The construction is phase two
of an at least three-part project
that began with the replacement
of snow guards and repairs
along the sides of the church,
Phase three will involve making
the front of the church more at-
tractive and installing perma-
nent ramps for handicapped ac-
cessibility. The parish is also
working with Baltimore City to
see if the domes could be lit. It's
all part of a five-year plan enact-
ed in 1999.

“It’s such a landmark and we
want to try to highlight that,” Fa-
ther Syracuse said, noting that
he’s looking for donors to the
parish’s capital endowment
fund. Already one major donor
provided funds specifically for
the dome gilding.

And the renovations have be-
come a labor of love for the

workers.

“St. Casimir’s is one of the
most beautiful churches in Balti-
more,” said John Srygley of
J.R.S. Architects. *“For an archi-
tect it’s just such a real prize to
work on.”

“We love the church 100.” said
Michael Kramer of the Gilders’
Studio, Inc., who applied the
gold to the domes. “You don’t
see churches like this often.”

From his perch hundreds of
teet in the air, Mr. Kramer said the
domes should look like new up
close for 20 years and not show
visible wear for 30-35 years.

“I’s like a metamorphous of a
butterfly.” said Gil Barker, a life-
long parishioner and president of
the parish’s Holy Name Society.
“T think it brings stability to the
structure of the church. It means
i’s going to be here for a while.”

E-mail Rachel Richmond at
rrichmond@catholicreview.org

| SKYWALKER: Father Ross M.
| Syracuse O.FM., Conv. pastor |
of St. Casimir in Canton, climbs |
the scaffolding that surrounds |
the front of the church during |
| the renovations June 25. |
| (CR/Owen Sweeney i) '

Lessons in leadership flourish at 50th High-LI session
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Cath_o_]ics in Russia: Gains and Losses

by Benjamin Fiore, S.J.

A third Catholic priest had his visa
taken away forcing him to suspend
his ministry of service to Catholics
in Yaroslavl, north of Moscow and
Orthodox Church officials reiterated
their suspicions that Catholics are
attempting to convert Orthodox faith-
ful. Russian Orthodox leaders share
a perspective with former commu-
nists in Russia that looks for a resto-
ration of political and religious uni-
formity and control for all in Russia.
Atthe same time they find themselves
unable to match the appeal of the
more forward-looking message and
methods of Western Christianity,
both Catholic and Protestant.

On the plus side, four Polis
discalced Carmelites under their su-
perior, Mother Urszula Kapusta,
former prioress of the Monastery in
Kalisz, Poland, established a monas-
tery in Usole, in exiled Bishop
Mazur’s diocese in Eastern Siberia.
The city was the place of detention
in the 1800s of St. Raphael
Kalinowski. under whose protection
the new monastery is placed. Like-
wise in Novosibirsk, in Bishop
Werth's diocese in Western Siberia,
initial steps have been approved for
the establishment of a Carmelite
monastery with one sister and sev-
eral postulants.

STO LAT TO ... Kinga Perzynska.
achurcharchival specialist from Aus-
tin, Texas, on her appointment to the
Pontifical Commission for the Cul-
tural Goods of the Church. The Com-
mission 1s responsible for coordinat-

ing the protection of the universal

celebrating 50 years as a Felician sis-
ter. A longtime teacher and principal
in Michigan, Sr. Mary Laurene was
named one of the 25 most influential
individuals in Catholic education
over the past 25 years in “Today’s
Catholic Teacher” magazine in 1997,
She is currently co-principal of St.
Thecla Elementary Catholic School
in Clinton Township.

Fr. Robert Zawacki, of Brook-
Iyn. N.Y., on his 25th anniversary of
priesthood.

Pastor of Holy Family RC Church
in Natchez, Ms.. Fr. Zawacki is a
member of the Josephite order, which
focuses on ministry among African-
Americans, largely in the southern
United States.

St. Casimir’s RC parish in Can-
ton, Md., on its 100th anniversary.
To prepare for the November anni-
versary celebration, the church’s
cross and domes are being re-gilded
as part of a three-month overall reno-
vation project. The parish is enjoy-
ing a revitalization with increased
membership and parish activity. The
refreshed buildings will be a symbol
of the restored pride of the commu-
nity and its parish, says current pas-
tor Ross M. Syracuse.

*

NEW BOOK FEATURES POL-AM
ILLUSTRATOR. “S is for Saints”
features the work of Sacramento,
Calif., illustrator Lawrence
Klimecki. The book introduces chil-
dren to the lives of 52 saints from
various countries. Megan Dunsmore,
the book’s author. aimed the book at
children aged 4-8 and briefly sum-
marizes the life of each saint in simple
language. Mr. Klimecki, a devout
Catholic, uses his art to help spread

for October 2003 to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of John Paul II's pon-
tificate. The pilgrimage, to be led by
Detroit’s Adam Cardinal Maida. will
take place on October 18-26. A trip
to Padre Pio’s monastery in San
Giovanni Rotondo will be included,
along with visits to sites in and around
Rome connected with Polish heroes
and saints, including St. Stanislaus
Kostka, Adam Mickiewicz, Jacek
Odrowaz, etc. A special audience
with the pope and Mass at the tomb
of St. Peter will fill out the cultural
and spiritual activities during the pil-
grimage. Further information: Pol-
ish American Tours 1 (800) 388-
0988.

During the World Youth Day
vigil in Toronto, thousands of young
people gathered at 2:00 a.m. before a
huge TV screen in the pope’s home-
town of Wadowice and joined in the
prayer service, The pope told them
via TV, “I want to pass greetings to
all Poles who have come here (Tor-
onto) and many thousands from Po-
land and other countries from east-
ern Europe, participants in the Youth
Forum in my hometown in Wadow-
icé, who are joining us in our praver.”

One of the persons proclaimed
Blessed by the pope during his visit
to Krakow in August was Jesuit Fr.
Jan Beyzym (1850-1912), born in
what is now Ukraine, who worked
for the last 13 years of his life in the
leprosarium of Ambahivuraka,
Madagascar.

Rosary Hour

JACEK SYKULSKI, conduct
University Academic Choi
Mezyk, OFM Conv., Direc
station’s home in Athol Spr
tors for a future broadcas
work.

Fr. Wladek also hosted
ance of America (PSAA),.
the Choir, and three studer

Pictured are (L. to r.):
Geary OFM Conv., guardi
Kij, president PSAA; Ani:
ther Wladek OFM Conv.:
Urszula Pasterkiewicz, che
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tdiscover this until just now, but it seems that Nov. 6 was “In-
1onal End-Gossip Day.” So, it’s too late for me to spread the
§ it were.

tally T don’t think this was an “official” day, like Groundhog
tbor Day, Flag Day or even Bastille Day, but Lori Palatnik
b Burg took it upon themselves to so name it. They are the

ors of “GOSSIP; Ten Pathways to Eliminate It From Your :

1 Transform Your Soul.”
cked with our voluminous Webster’s Third International Dictio-
d discovered that “‘gossip™ in its primary definition is related
God than rumor-mongering. It refers to someone who is “spir-
2lated to another through be-
ponsor at baptism.”
. evidently, isn’t what Lori
» had in mind. though. Their o 3
hat gossip, as we understand (_;hl‘l:ﬁll'lllll(‘] :
. can have a devastating im ( ."lll,
people’s lives and we ought Mivsistamd
out. The outcome of gossip

good, they maintain, and
 people say that is so.
ou willing and able to drop gossip. yes. But can you actual-
. the authors wonder.
¢ people find out how good they feel afterwards, there will
ralot more people willing and ready o swear off the habit.”
o, noting that that was exactly why he and Lori wrote the
hich is published by Simcha Press.
vay. as [ stood around the water-cooler the other day. a
ld me that Bob Burg is himself a former gossip. “You're
" I said. “Yup, that’s what I heard” my colleague told me,
> just a little hushed. “Well, no wonder,” I said.

It’s time to go
Pacione knows a lot about young people; what makes them
v they develop and approach their spi rituality, among other
Mier all, he's the archdiocese’s director ol the division of

PARISH NEWS

ess what I heard . . . .
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MY FAVORITE SAINT: Melanie Conley (right), a teacher at the Father Kolbe Campus of the Southeast Baltimore Catholic

Alliance, escorts students Katherine Malkowski (left), Juliette Brunelli, and Robert Ross, after All Saints Day Mass at St.
Casimir in Canton Nov. 1. Students in kindergarten and first grade dressed as their favorite saint to celebrate the day.

(athedral youth parade for retired sisters

The litde ones of Cathedral of Mary Our Queen, Homeland, wore their Halloween costumes as




“St. Casimir celebrates 100th anmversary in Canton

By RACHEL RICHMOND

Review stafl correspondent

The neighborhood surround-
ing St. Casimir, Canton, has
changed a lot in the 100 years
since the parish’s founding. At the
beginning of last century it was a
bustling industrial arca, home to
Irish, Poles and other immigrants
who worked at the Tin Decorat-
ing Company (Tindeco), S.J.
Young Company and the many
packing and canning houses that
dotted the waterfront community.

St Casimir parishioner Leoca-
dia Kucinski Comeau grew up in
the 1930s amongst the tall row-
houses of Canton. Her mother and
grandmother canned tomatoes and
shucked oysters for a company on
Binney Street. while her father
wits @ blacksmith for the B&O
Railroad in west Baltimore, Mrs,
Comean was baptized at the Pol-
ish parish of St Casimir, which
Kicked off its 100th anniversary
celebration Nov, 9 with a com-
memorative postmark ceremony.

Today Canton has been gentri-
ficd. A mix of young profession-
als, seniors and empty-nesters
have flocked 1o the restored row-
houses and  popular nightlife
seene along Boston Street and
O'Donnell Square. The canning
and packing houses have been
turned into apartments, restau-
rants and businesses.

St. Casimir, located at -
Donnell Street and Kenwood
Avenue, has revamped its mis-

Cflolee Tyt

sion to include a spirit of wel-
coming while remembering the
traditions of old. The 700-family
parish is proud of its thriving
young adult population.

Mrs. Comeau, 77, said seeing
St. Casimir reach 100 years is
“something T never would have
expected would happen.”

The 1939 graduate of St
Casimir School lives in Fuller-
ton, but still returns for Sunday
Mass and to c¢lean the church
with eight other women. And
she appreciates the fact that St.
Casimir’s pastor. Father Ross
Syracuse, O.FEM., Conv., still
welcomes her involvement.

“We had to gotien to a point
where a lot of us had got too old 1o
do anything and yet wanted to par
ticipate somchow.” Mis, Comeau
said, “and he said (the parish) was
open to everything and anybody.”

Molly Hubbard is one parish-
ioner who has taken advantage
ol the open doors of St. Casimir.
She and her husband moved to
Canton about three years ago.

“We started going to St
Casimir and I immediately felt
like I'd come home,” said Mrs.
Hubbard, who serves on the
100t anniversary commuitiee.

Cardinal James Gibbons dedi-
cated St. Casimir in 1902, It was
the daughter church of St. Stanis-
laus Kostka, which closed in
2000. The first parish building
housed a school on the first loor
and a church on the second. The
Felician Sisters originally ran the

school, which was later taken

over by the Franciscan Sisters of

St Joseph of Hamburg, N.Y.

In 1905 the Conventual Fran-
ciscans of St.. Anthony Province
in Ellicott City assumed admin-
istration of St. Casimir and still
run the parish today. The current
church was constructed in 1926
and underwent renovations this
year, St. Casimir and St. Stanis-
laus parish schools were merged
in 1975 and became Father
Kolbe School, which today is
home to 160 some students.

At the Nov. 9 celebration,
which started with Mass, the U.S.
Postal Service installed Father
Syracuse as an honorary post-
master. A commemorative post-

[ 14 o2
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LEAVING ITS MARK IN CANTON: A commemorative postmark from the post of-
fice was issued to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of St. Casimir in Canton
Nov. 9.

mark featuring St. Casimir, the
patron of Poland, was stamped
onto visitors” envelopes and post-
cards. Parishioner Joe Imbicrow-
icz delivered a talk written by Fa-
ther Timothy Kulbicki, O.EM.,
Conv. about St. Casimir’s contri-
bution to Canton. The parish will
have an anniversary Mass Nov.
17, at 3 p.m., with Bishop Gordon
D. Bennett, S.J., urban vicar,

“We're celebrating the fruits of

the faith, the dedication and the de-
votion of the thousands and thou-
sands of people who began the
parish, who were the first parish-
ioners,” Father Syracuse said.

For more information on 5t.

Casimir's 100th anniversary events,
contact the parish at 410-276-1981.

sis pregnancy.

Before moving to the parish
center, where they heard from
speakers including Nancy Forti-
cr, the associate director for jus-
tice, prolife and human rights
for the Maryland Catholic Con-
ference, the group attended
Mass in the Cathedral celebrat-
ed by Father P. Blair Raum, di-
rector of Project Rachel for the
Archdiocese of Baltimore.,

Many of the people in atten-
dance are already involved in
the respect life movement.

Sarah Rogers, a 16-year-old
Holy Trinity, Glen Burnie,
parishioner. has been attending
prolife marches since she was a
baby. One of 10 children, she
has tried to promaote the impor
tance of respecting life in her
parish youth group.

“I think this confcrence helps
people who are prolife o talk to
other people and to show them
more ways to help their parents
and others 0 become active.”
Sarah said. “1 help out with some
of the st at church like selling
roses at Mother’s Day to raise
money and I've been atte nd:m,
marches every single year!

Sarah,  who 15 home
schooled. said she can’t wait un-
til she is old enough to vote.

Thomas E. Hurd. a St. Mary,
Annapolis, parishioner and
member of the archdiocesan
Respect Life Committee, said
he doesn’t think the conlerence
is “preaching to the choir,” but
rather “reaching out to every-
ane.”

See 200 on page 4
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PoLisH) POLISH GIFT OF LIFE, INC.

P.O. BOX 273, ALBERTSON, NY 11507-0273
www.polishgiftoflife.org

The Palish Gift Of Lite is a lifesaving program
that brings sick children, urgently requiring
openheart surgery, from Poland to the U.S, for
treatment, The children that we sponsor are born
with congenital heart defects and without aid have
little chance for survival. Over 200 Polish children
have received this precious gift of a new life

thanks to the generous participation of our support-
ers.,

The children who have had corrective heart
surgery and returned to Poland thank you for the
Gift of Life. The gift to breathe—to run—to laugh—
to grow—to fulfill the dream of what | want to be
when | grow up.

Mixed Signals from Moscow

by Benjamin Fiore, S.]J.

Russian Orthodox Patriarch
Alexy I sent Christimas greetings to
Pope John Paul I in which he said.
“Letus take up our fraternal contacts
and direct our joylul praise to the
newborn Divine Child, who came to
carth for our salvation.”

The warm greeting contrasted
with recent rejection of Catholic ef-
orts at dialogue and the expulsion
ol abishop and five clergy from their
diocese and parishes in Russia. The
chill returned quickly when an Or-
thodox spokesperson said that the
greeting contained standard phrase-
ology and did not signal a change in
the Moscow patriarch’s attitude to-
ward Rome

The Russian orthodox authorities
have even begun protesting the ac-
tivities of Caritas. the Catholic
church’s international relief organi-
zation. Claiming that the charitable
works aim to convert people away
from Orthodoxy, these leaders have
spread fear that the foreign caritas
directors will find themselves ex-
pelled along with the foreign Catho-
lic priests. The Russian people will
be the losers since Caritas’ medical-
social activities provide otherwise
largely unavailable treatment for

understand this for the good of Chris-
tians,”

PAPAL NEWS. Since Pope lohn
Paul 11's deteriorating health has
torced him to halt his plan to visitall
the parishes in the Diocese of Rome,
he has instituted a plan whereby the
remaining unvisited parishioners are
invited to visit him at the Vatican

Betore he suspended his plan. the
pope had visited 300 of the parishes
under his care.

* Pope John Paul II's historie
peace-making speech to the Italian
Parliament called on Italians to work
for world peace. uphold their Chris-
tian values, and have more children.
The speech had unexpected results;
a fugitive Mafia boss turned himself
inafter being inspired by the Pontiff’s
remarks on family values,

Lawmakers in Parliament inter-
rupted the speech almost two dozen
times with applause, and gave the
Pope a standing ovation at its con-
clusion. some shouting “Viva il
Papa!™

* A photo exhibit “Poland: The
Homeland of Pope John Paul 11" was
on display in October at the Pius X11
Library at St. Louis University. The
exhibit was prepared by the Polish
Information Agency and was pre-
sented by the Consulate General of

ROMAN URSULINE NAMED
"RIGHTEOUS AMONG THE NA-
TIONS.” Mother Mary Xavier
Marteau. then secretary-general of
the Urushine sisters in Rome, opened
the doors of the motherhouse from
1943 on to give refuge to 103 Jews,
This rescue work of the Ursulines
began three years earlier in August,
1940 when the Gestapo began perse-
cuting Polish refugees wherever they
found them. At that time, Mother
Maria Stanislas Polotynska distrib-
uted aid to the refugees with money
shereceived from Pope Pius XI1. The
pope sent another donation to Mother
Mary Xavierin 1943 to assist the life
saving work.

/{'IAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO ... St.
Casimir RC Church in Canton, Md.
A three-month renovation prepared
for the celebration in the Baltimore
area parish. A special commemora-
tive postmark to mark the occasion
was designed, Fr. Ross Syracuse, the
pastor. was authorized by postmas-
ter Kelvin Mack to serve as a postal
clerk to cancel letters at the church
on the anniversary.

= St. Stanislaus Kostka RC Par-
ish in Youngstown, Ohio, celebrat-
ing their 100th year. Some 80 fami-
lies were served by the south side
parish. As the Polish American popu-

FIFTEEN NEW SEMINARIANS enrolled for the fall term at Ss. Cyril &
Methodius Seminary at Orchard Lake, Mich. Ten are from Poland,
four from Ukraine and one is from the United States. They are (1. tor.):
Brother Emilian Dorosh, O.S.B.M.; Mariusz Wolf; Brother Eugene
Khomyn, O.5.B.M.; Brother Theodosy Martynyak, O.5.B.M.; Dawid
Pieprzyca; Brother Methodius Saroka, O.8.B.M.; Jacek Ploch; Ryszard
Biernat; Lukasz Kozlowski; Lukasz Libera; Tomasz Zalewski: Jeremi
Wodecki; Przemyslaw Jednaki and Lucjan Szablan. Not present for
the photo were Jacek Elzner and Brother Richard Baranski, O.F.M.

The Basilian brothers are from Ukraine; the Franciscan brother is
from the Detroit area. The total fall enrollment for the seminary is 3¢
seminarians, an increase of 11 from a year ago, and 48 lay ministry
students.

selves. the Szalkowskis began vol-
unteering to help conduet weekends
for other couples. “Retrouvaille was
such a shot in the arm for us and for
our relationship.” Lorie said, “that we
wanted to give something back.
R Bl malol el T e b e s assnt e ans T2 AY .

awarded to students trom Holy Trin-
ity PNCC cathedral in Manchester,
N.H.

= Fr. Henry Orszulak and Mrs.
Clara Delecki. both ot St. Hyacinth's
RC parish in Lackawanna, N.Y ., who
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IN TS area, said Kyle BIvens, St
Ann’s Youth Alive youth minister.
“I’s really close to my heart, and |
realize so many kids come from
divorced homes or have
parents who are separated or re-
married.”

The weekend is free. For
more nformation, call Kyle
Bivens at 301-791-2339.

St. Ignatius prays for
peace and the military

To remember to actively pray
for peace and those in the mili-
tary, St. Ignatius, Hickory, has
put a “tree of prayer” next o the
American {lag in the church. Next
to the flag is a basket of yellow
ribbons and the “Book of Those
Called to Serve Our Country.”
Panishioners are invited to write in
the book the names of loved ones
being called up to military service
and to place a yellow ribbon on

the large ficus tree as a sign of

prayer for their safe retumn.

/S St. Casimir returns to its

Polish and Latin roots

As part of its 100th Anniver-
sary celebration, the faith commu-
nity of St. Casimir, Canton, will
celebrate a Polish and Latin Mass
in honor of the parish patron saint.
Father Marion Tolczyk. O.EM.,
Conv. will celebrate the Mass
March 2 at noon. The St. Casimir
Holy Name Society will sponsor a
bull and oyster roast following the
Mass. Tickets are $25 per person
and can be purchased by calling
the panish office at 410-276-1981.

Pipes and kilts at the
basilica March 30

The St. Andrew’s Society of

Baltimore will hold its fifth-annu-
al Kirkin of the Tartan March 30
at the 10:45 am Mass at the
Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Cardinal William
H. Keeler will celebrate the Mass
and bless the tantans. The public
is invited to attend. Contact
kevin.r.gillespie @verizon.net
E-mail Rachel Richmond at
rrichmond@catholicreview.org.

HIe and rutn that was w have a
profound impact on her. It led to
her forming and running the His-
panic Apostolate in Baltimore in
the early 1960s along with Fa-

ther Manuel R. Roman, pastor of

the Church of the Ascension in
Halethorpe. and with the support
of Cardinal Lawrence Shehan.
The well-known Baltimore
painter and art teacher, once a
member of the now-closed
parish of St. Stanislaus, Fells
Point, and current sojourner at
St. Vincent de Paul, Baltimore,
remembers with fondness when
she and other young YCWers
joined some 30,000 of their col-
leagues in Rome in 1957 for a
rally with Pope Pius XII.
Anyway, today, years after the

place in humankind.

with a unique role to

Julfill . ..

YCW faded away in the United
States (although it remains very
active in some 70 other countries
around the world), Nancy is de-
termined to help effect a resur-
gence if not resurrection of the
organization that grew out of the
19th-century worker movement
in Europe in the wake of the in-
dustrial revolution and which
was later to help in the develop-
ment of the educational method
of liberation theology.

Nancy believes the YCW can
live again and flourish in Balti-

the cardmnal’s red h:
Second Vatican Cou
Paul VI “because o
but not enough spac

Briefly, then. it i:
belief that each |
unique individual,
unique place in hum
a unique role to ful
person’s role or pu
confined to their ty
nor to the “good wo
achieve in their life.
compasses the whol
and their actions in ¢
ing. And so it is th
that young workers
reflect on their own
that of others.

See, judge, act.
YCW’s credo and

M. Monica Ministry offered at St. J

Dr. Jack Buchner knows
that oftentimes the family
members of those away from
the church experience great
pain. So the director of evange-
lization at St. Joseph, Cock-
eysville, organized the St
Monica Ministry which is held
in conjunction with the parish’s
welcome back program for in-
active Catholics.

For many of these adults,
this experience is a source of
hurt and deep disappointment
and many time these people
wonder ‘How can this be?
What should I do about this?™”
Dr. Buchner said.

During the one-on-one ses-
sions. Dr. Buchner encourages
the individual to imitate the
virtues of St. Monica, who
prayed for the conversion of her
fallen-away son, St. Augustine.
who eventually went on to be a
bishop. He said praying for a
relative away from the faith can
be a source of personal faith
growth as well as help for the
lapsed Catholic.

Dr. Buchner answers gues-
tions from the family member
and attempts to help them heal
from the pain of someone who
may not be Catholic because of
lack of belief, laziness, indiffer-

ence or they have joined anoth-
er religion or chosen a destruc-
tive lifestyle.

The St. Monic
which has been oft
years, will begin th

MAKING MUSIC: Emily Grimsley (left) and Kristen DiMercurio, st

fore the school's talent show.
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Half-off computers for
Baltimore/Washington

area residents
Electronic Parts Corporation is
oftering a very limited supply
of top quality, new computers
with the latest Intel® technolo-
gy to Baltimore/ Washington
area, residents, All computars
come packed in  original
boxes with a full manufactur-
er's warranty, 1-800 tech sup-
port and have the latest
Windows® technology
They are equipped with a 13
GHZ Intel processor, upgrade-
able to 1.8, 128 MB SD RAM,
a 20 GBHard Drive,1.44 inch
floppy disk drive, 32 bit sound
card and video card, CD
Burner, network and Internet
capability, speakers, keyboard
and mouse. Buyers have their
choice of Windows XP or can
upgrade to 2000 ‘or only §80.
List price is $798; cost for
Baltimore/ Washington area
residents is $399. Pentium 4's
are also available for $589.
Computers are available on a
first come, first-gerved basis
by calling toll free

1.866.662.COMP.
www.epcparts.com
Use promo code PR
3502

ST MICHAEL’S
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Walfe & Balhto.
Bingo Ever
Starting. 7 p.m.

ACTIVE
Players Pool
$300 Jackpot
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A10-563-9217
400000000000 00000

BINGO
Our Lady-Of Fatima
6400 E. Pratt St.
Friday 7:15pm
3 Build-up Jackpots
Smoke-free Hall
Numbers Flashed On Special
Board TV's
Well Lighted Parking Lot
Free Bus Service
Free Coffee - Tasty
Refreshments
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A Legal Practice ———

Serving the Individual and Small Business
including

® Injury ® Contract ® Divorce
® Debt Collection ® Estate ® Other Legal Matters

F. GREGORY SHEPPERD
Attorney
410-539-6260

11th Year at 831 l.iEhl Street, Baltimore, MD 21230
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GAFFNEY’S
Steamed Crabs
2 Doz

SMALL MALES
54000
NOW OPEN

Hours: Open 4-9pm M-F
3-9pm Sat & Sun
415 5. HIGHLAND AVE.

410-327-4006
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Put your
business in
the
spotlight
with an ad in
The Guide

today!

Call Fran or

Jeff at

410-732-6600

today!
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A. ‘TONY HBEDPFE

Attorney & Counselor at Law

ATTORNEY AT LAW
“Serving Your Legal Needs Since 19777

5301 EASTERN AVENUK
BavrimMoOoRE, MID 21224
410-633-8300 FAX: 410-633-634

E-mail: .llllll_\-'||L'|ll'{ @@ nol.com

Bonded and Insured.

Vet approved. Pet Sittir
Dog Walking.

Call today for a free consul
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St. Casimir ends 100th anniversary
By Stefani Manowski
Staff corespondent

Tt is a regular weekend Mass at St. Casimir, Canton, and pastor Father Ross Syracuse,
O.F.M. Conv., asks the customary question: "Who is here for the first time?"

Regular parishioners immediately begin to look around to see if there is anyone they can
personally welcome to the harborside church.

At first the parishioners "would just stay where they were," said Father Syracuse with a
quick laugh. "Now they wait for it and go talk to them."

This is the spirit that has helped St. Casimir weather a century of change.

Four generations after Cardinal James Gibbons dedicated St. Casimir, current and old
parishioners and the surrounding community will gather for a Mass to officially conclude
St. Casimir’s 100th anniversary celebration year Nov. 9 at 10 am.

Jerry Czarski, a member of the 100th anniversary committee who also serves as the
parish’s information technology guru and Web master, said everything about the parish
had a feeling of freshness after the Mass that opened the celebration.

"There was such a renewal,” he said. "It was amazing to see something that lasted for 100
years, and it felt like new."

Mirroring the revitalization of the Canton/Fells Point area of Baltimore City, the parish
has a healthy 625-family roster and is also home to the interparish Father Kolbe School
that serves 158 students.

In the past 10 years, St. Casimir has seen a significant increase in young families entering
the parish, weddings and two to four baptisms per month, according to Father Syracuse.

Pastoral assistant Bernadette Vece said people come to St. Casimir because of the
friendliness of the parishioners and the diverse and vibrant liturgies.

"Each of the Masses has its own flavor,” she said, noting there is a traditional Mass at 8
a.m. on Sunday with the Communion meditation in Polish and a 10 a.m. family Mass
with a 12-member contemporary musical ensemble. "There’s a great combination of
ministry, spirituality, activity and service here.”

If a genuine welcome and liturgies attract people to St. Casimir, the parish’s efforts to
remain relevant in their lives keep them coming back. For example: the parish Web site
receives approximately 400 hits a month; parishioners can register online; a newly-



formed women’s group meets monthly; youth lectors proclaim the word during liturgies;
and the 5 p.m. Mass on Sunday attracts a younger crowd.

One of the highlights of the Nov. 9 Mass will be a children’s comer, where parents can
take their kids if they need quiet time during Mass, and the children can even selecta
religious-based, age-appropriate book to take back to their pew.

"There is always something happening here," said Donna Derkacz, parish secretary. "It
all just brings peopie together.”

"The liturgy is the heart and spirit that connects everything, and things flow out if it and

back to it," Father Syracuse said, noting that lay leadership is crucial to the success of the
parish.

Catholic Review — November 6, 2003
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Mystery play at St. Casimir
gy Catholic Review staff

On March 19, The Franciscan Mystery Players will present the Way of the Cross at 7:45 p.m.
at St, Casimir, Canton. The group of mystery players from New Jersey consists of 13 teens
and three adults. Through the use of special lighting and sound, this dramatic meditation
promises to be a high point in the Lenten journey. Adults and teens are encouraged to attend.
A free will offering will be taken to defray expenses. For more information, call 410-342-
2310.

St. Casimir will also hold a parish mission with Father Paul Zilonka, C.P. associate professor
of theology at St. Mary’s Seminary and University in Roland Park, from March 21-24.
Discussions focusing on Jesus in the Gospel of Luke will take place at 7 p.m. on March 21,
22 and 23. On March 24 at 7 p.m., there will be a healing service with Father Ross M.
Syracuse, O.F.M., Conv., pastor of St. Casimir. Several priests will be available for
confessions.
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St. Casimir
convent becoming
Childrens House

By STEFANI MANOWSKI

Staff eorre spondent

Hundreds cheered as ground
was broken for The Children’s
House at St. Casimir in Can-
ton Oct. 12, a facility that will
provide housing to pediat-
ric patients and their families
while undergoing treatment.
mostly at nearby Johns Hop-
kins Hospital.

Using St. Casimir’s convent
building. the Believe in Tomor-
row National Children’s Foun-
dation is leading renovating the
structure into seven two- and
three-bedroom  apartments
with common areas, a court-
yard and a rooftop deck.

The facility will house
sick children and their fami-
lies. including bone marrow
transplant patients, who must
undergo a medical regimen of
60-120 days and need to live
within 15 minutes of their
treatment facility.

Believe in Tomorrow pur-
chased the convent’s four
adjoining row homes, across
the street from the church,
from the Archdiocese of Bal-

timore for $150.000. Approx-
imately $900.000 in reno-
vations is primarily being
funded and completed by
John Erickson and Erickson
Retirement Communities.

St. Casimir parishioners.
parish staffers and Father
Kolbe School students were
joined at the groundbreaking
by representatives of Believe
in Tomerrow, Erickson and
political dignitaries including
Lt. Gov. Michael S. Steele.

Father ~Ross  Syracuse.
O.FM. Conv., pastor of St
Casimir. said the parish had
been searching for a good use
for the vacant building for sev-
eral years, and considers its
new neighbor a chance to put
the welcoming aspect of the
parish to greater use.

“QOur intent was not to make
money on the deal. but to be
responsible in terms of using
the building and to welcome
another community that could
really benefit from being
here.” said Father Syracuse.
“This is a way the parish can
tithe the use of the building in
thanks for our blessings.”

SCHOOLS OPEN HOUSE
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the spirit of g Mount Carmel
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Tuesday. October 26, 2004 from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Our Lady of Mount Carmel High School
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build

Open Hous
Catl
Canvenient to

70% student pe
New S

St.

Te R
Director of J

www.pallo

This ' space for sale next week!
Call 443-524-3150

WASHINGTON
THEOLOGICAL

o e UNION

Subscribe
]

Gersi
Join Us |

November 7.5:
December 14,
S|

L
410.86

of Vi




POLISH AMERICAN JOURNAL - JUNE 2007
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H GlFT The Polish Gift of Life, Inc. would like to thank all of our generous supporters, who, for over 26 years, have made it possible for us 10 help sick Polish
4 children. Many children have been brought 1o the United States for live-saving heart surgery, which was not available to them in their own country.
E, INC, This year, we sent therapy equipment and medical supplies to an Orphanage, also an EKG machine was sent to a rehabilitation center. We provided
DX 273 much-needed medical equipment and supplies to several hospitals in Poland. A 24-hour ambulatory blood pressure monitor with software, cuffs, bat-

tery charger and batteries, an ambulatory Doppler machine, and a pulsometer was sent so that more children can be helped. Your financial support
NY 11507-0273 il allow us to continue to give Polish children the precious “gift of life.” Thank you.

nes of St. Faustina

and help marshal necessary resources
for the future development of the uni-
versity. Dr. Knysz is associated with
Great Expressions Dental Centers.
Madonna University’s Polish heritage

is recognized in “Cardinals Square,”

a plaza honoring Cardinals Szoka
and Maida outside the science and
media center.

Dr. Mary Ann Boyarski on
receiving the Blessed John XXIII
Award atthe annual convention of the
National Organization for the Con-
tinuing Education of Roman Catholic
Clergy (NOCERCC) in Palm Springs,
Calif. Dr. Boyaski is director of the
Office of Continuing Formation of
Priests as well as director of the Office
for Adult Religious Education in the
RC Diocese of Harrisburg, Penn. She
declared, “For me (the award) really
was a wonderful affirmation of my
care, concernand love for priests, not
only in our diocese but priests world-
wide.” ... Fr. Eugeniusz Zdrojewski
.on his return to active priestly duty
aflerhaving his suspension lifted. He
is attached to the Bishop’s Chapel of
St. Silouan the Athonite, Johnstown,
ON, Canada ... V. Rev. Gregory
Szyrynski on his appointment as
rector of Holy Myrrhbearing Church,
West Sacramento, Calif. ... Fr. Jozef
Barszcz, a Polish-born priest, on
the dedication of the expanded sec-
tiott'bf St Peter'and Paut Charch in
Weyetlienser, Wis.] the'oldest Polish
parish in Wisconsin. The expansion
was made possible by a grant from
Catholic Extension.

ICON OF KRAKOW BISHOPS
ENSHRINED. St. Stanislaus RC
Church in Cleveland’s Slavic Village
has enshrined a 3x2-foot icon of St.
Stanislaus and Pope John Paul II,
Krakéw’s two saintly bishops. The
first is patron of Poland, while the
cause of John Paul II has been mov-
ing steadily ahead, with investigation
underway of a miraculous cure from
Parkinsan’s disease of a French mim

American Priests’ Association. The
shrine also houses an ornate miter,
donated to the church by Cardinal
Dziwisz, the pope’s longtime sec-
refary.

HOLY WEEK PILGRIMAGE/
PROCESSION. St. Casimir’s RC
Church in Canton, Md., was the start
of the 14th annual youth pilgrim-
age. The 1,000 young participants
followed a large cross, prayed as
they passed the Holocaust Memo-
rial, reflected on faith and justice at
Baltimore’s War Memorial Plaza, and
concluded with Palm Sunday Mass in
the newly renovated Basilica of the
Assumption. Reacting to the gather-
ing of pilgrims from Baltimore and
nine surrounding counties, Kelly
Stetka, 14, of Perry Hall said, “You
get to realize how many other people
are involved in their faith.”

Also in Baltimore, a Good Friday
procession in Little Italy stopped at
14 stations of the cross. Sr. Jadwiga
Pikuta of the Sisters of Merciful Je-

sus carried the cross at Holy Rosary =
£

Catholic Church in Fells Point.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO...
Detroit’s St. Hyacinth RC Church
on the parish’s centennial celebration.
Fr. Janusz Iwan, newly appointed
Polish-born pastor, said, “In all those
(30) years as apriest, L haven’t seena
parish with this much feeling of unity

among the people.” Once the ninth

Polish house of worship in Detroit, St.
Hyacinth now houses artifacts taken
from many of those other churches

after they were closed. ... St. Joseph :

PNCC Parish in Stratford, Conn., as
they join Bishop Anthony Kopka in
celebrating 100 years of service.

RESOLUTION FOR CHURCH
PROBLEMSINPOLAND. Ordered
by the Vatican and the Archbishop of
Lublin to vacate the convent they

occupy in Kazimierz Dolny, Poland,
rehellinne Sisters of the Familv of

B
Fid
£

The diocese of Plock, most re-
cently led by Archbishop Stanislaw
Wielgus who was forced to resign
after allegations of collaboration with
the Communist regime, received a
new bishop in Bishop Piotr Libera,

anviliarv nf the Wareaw archdincace

FEach needle worker makes a shawl
and prays for the recipient while knit-
ting/crocheting. A special blessing for
the recipient and the maker is given
before the shawls are distributed to
those in need of comfort and solace.
Over 30 shawls have heen made and
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Get set for fun
at St. Casimir

St. Casimir, Canton,
will hold its parish carni-
val June 8-11. Proceeds
will benefit deserving fam-
ilies with the education of
their children. The festival
will feature food, games,
and music. On Sunday,
there will be a silent auc-
tion and classic car show.
There will also be a grand
raffle drawing on Sunday.
The church is located at the
comer of O'Donnell Street
and Kenwood Avenue.

St. Marystroll
to help those
with cancer

On Jupe 11 at 10 am. at
Centennial Lake in Colum-
bia, MD, walkers will par-
ticipate in the 4th annual
Heart and Sole Stroll. The
walk benefits the Red Dev-
ils, who supply food, trans-
portation and houseclean-
ing to Maryland families
living with breast cancer.
This year, the Red Devils
would like to have a team of
St. Mary of the Assump-
tion, Govans, parishioners
— the St. Mary Strollers —
participate 1n the walk.

June 10, 2006 Powered by QContent

http://www.catholicepaper.net/ cebrowser/frame/2_1jC.usa/php-script/print.php?pSetup=ca...

To regster for the stroll, vol-
unteer or make a donation,
visit wwwThe-Red-Devils.
org. Or call 410-435-8016.

Fllicott City
parish hosts
Holy Hour

Anyone seeking a deeper
appreciation of Jesus in the
Euchanst or wondenng what

rament is all about, is mvit-
ed to attend the Jim Cowan
Concert/Holy Hour at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help,
Ellicott City, on June 27 at
7 p.m. Mr. Cowan, a Col-
orado native, converted to
Catholicism and graduat-
ed from the New England
Conservatory of Music.
He has traveled extensive-
ly doing concerts and holy
hours. An optional offer
ing will be taken up. For
more information, call
410-750-7964.

Millersville
parish to hosl
Italian festival

An 11 a.m. outdoor Ital-
ian Mass followed by a
procession honoring St
Anthony will kick off the

second annual Italian fes-
tval at Our Lady of the
Fields, Millersville, June
10. Guests can fill up on lots
of favorite home-cooked
ltalian foods. There will
also be Italian music and
games for children and
adults. Call 410-721-6199
for more information.

Companions
in Mission
form locally

Parishioners of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel, Thur-
mont, and St. Antho-
ny Shrine, Emmitsburg,
who feel a need to con-
nect to something bigger
in life are invited to join
Companions in Mission, a
faith-sharing group, with
the Sisters of St. Francis
of Philadelphia. Compan-
jons in Mission are Chris-
tian men and women who
ghare in and live out the
spirit and mission of the
Sisters of St. Francis of
Philadelphia within their
own vocation and lifestyle.
For more information, vis-
it www.osfphila.org.

To submit informa-
tion for parish news,
lease contact Jennifer
Villiams at jwilliams@
catholicreview.org.
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From the Baltimore Sun
Walk displays young people's faith

Archdiocese of Baltimore's 14th annual youth pilgrimage brings more
than 1,000 to city

By Sandy Alexander
sun reporter

fifty

RESIDENTIAL OPTIONS FOR LIFE

April 1, 2007

The sound of more than a thousand singing voices spilled out the doors of St. Casimir Church
in Canton yesterday afternoon as 10 young people emerged into the sunshine carrying a 10-foot wooden cross on
their shoulders.

Cardinal William H. Keeler, archbishop of Baltimore, emerged next with several other members of the clergy.
And then hundreds of young Catholics poured out onto the sidewalk and started proceeding down the street.

Mae Richardson, coordinator of youth ministry for Sacred Heart Parish of Glyndon, looked at the noisy, briskly
moving sea of young people stretching for blocks along the edge of Patterson Park.

"That's hope," she said. "That gives me a lot of hope that this generation is not bad, that this generation has a lot
to give."

The 14th annual youth and young adult pilgrimage organized by the Archdiocese Of Baltimore was the largest
one ever, drawing more than 1,000 youth participants and adult chaperones for the first time. It followed a new
route this year, from St. Casimir to Holy Rosary Church on Chester Street to the War Memorial Plaza downtown.

[t ended with a Mass and a blessing of palms for Palm Sunday at the newly renovated Basilica of the
Assumption, which was not available for the past few pilgrimages.

So many young people gathered together "can't help but celebrate," said Mark Pacione, director of youth and
young adult ministry for the archdiocese. Organizers worked to keep the event fun and engaging, with live music
at several locations and a comedian to entertain at Holy Rosary.

But as an event to mark the start of Holy Week leading up to Easter, the pilgrimage had elements of reflection
and reverence as well.

A Eucharistic Adoration at St. Casimir, with prayers, songs and a sermon, followed an opening gathering
outdoors. Participants were asked to say a prayer as the procession passed the Holocaust Memorial, and to pray

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/bal-md.pilgrimage01lapr01,1,6855221 print.story?... 4/1/2007
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and reflect on issues of faith and social justice at the War Memorial Plaza.

Several speakers were asked to talk about their faith, including 18-year-old Juana Landaverde of Edgewater, who
was raised in Guatemala by her grandmother when her parents came to the United States.

Now reunited with her family and planning to attend college, Landaverde said, "Faith is important to me. [ see it
as the motor of my life."

Keeler started the local pilgrimage after seeing thousands of youths participating in World Youth Day in Denver
in 1993.

"I've found in talking to young people they are very happy when their goodness is being accented," Keeler said
yesterday. He recalled that Pope John Paul II remarked to him at the Denver event that when young people plan
something and have a role in implementing it, they enjoy themselves more.

Participants, who came from nine counties as well as Baltimore, said the chance to be with other young people
was a large part of the appeal of the pilgrimage.

"You get to realize how many other people are involved in their faith," said Kelly Stetka, 14, of Perry Hall."
Kelly, who was with about 70 other confirmation students from St. Joseph Fullerton Church in Perry Hall, said
she enjoyed seeing friends from her Catholic middle school who went on to different high schools, and she liked
visiting several Baltimore churches she had not seen before.

Pacione said that "young people today are much more in tune with spiritual issues than 10 years ago."

But participants said it is not always easy to express that faith on a daily basis.

"This is an opportunity to be with a group of kids who do want to show their faith." said Katie Walsh, 16, of
Westminster. "You get to hear other people explain what their faith means to them."

sandy.alexander@baltsun.com
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