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JOHN EDWIN MUNCASTER
Last MasTteEr oF “THE RIpge”
John Kennedy Magruder

The death of our venerable and beloved Clansman, John Edwin
Muncaster in 1955 was an occasion of general sadness within the
American Clan Gregor Society. His long and loyal service to the
Society he helped establish lasted for nearly half a century and no
single individual has done more by action and example to insure its
continued existence and good health. He served on the Council of the
Clan from its inception in 1909 until his death. He was Treasurer
from 1911 until 1947, thirty-six long years, and he managed our oiten
meager resources with sound Scottish prudence and a touch of earthy
humor. Upon his retirement from that office in 1947, he was made
Custodian of the Yearbooks and later he was created the Clan's first
Honorary Life Member as a token of appreciation for his services.

But to him service was a natural thing, for he loved the association
with people of his own blood, with whom he shared such a noble and
romantic tradition. He understood this tradition perhaps better than
any of us, since it came to him with a purity and continuity unbroken
from the time of the first Alexander Magruder. His own story began
a long time ago and it is inseparable irom the story of “The Ridge”,
that ancient Magruder property he loved so well where he ended his
days.—The Editor,

By the close of the XVIIth Century, the feudal society of the Old World had
been firmly established in Tidewater Maryland and the territory of the Coastal
Plains was pretty well filled with the great estates and plantations of the early
landed families. Of necessity, therefore, the sons of the established proprietors,
as well as newcomers to the Colony, were beginning to look toward virgin lands
to the west in the fertile plateau country of the Piedmont and during the first
half of the XVIIIth Century an unhurried settlement of the region began.

MAJOR JOHN MAGRUDER of Dunblane (1694-1750), who had inherited
broad lands to the east from his father, COLONEL SAMUEL MAGRUDER
(1661-1711), son of ALEXANDER, the Immigrant (1610-1677), undoubtedly
became acquainted with the outlying wilderness, (now Montgomery County), as
a youth hunting wild game along Indian trails through the forests, and, true to
his Highland blood, must have fallen in love with the gently rolling wooded hills,
for he chose several beautiful tracts of land, comprising about six hundred acres,
and secured them by Royal Grant between 1733 and 1750. The largest of these
tracts was called “The Ridge” because it lay along a low eminence overlooking the
Valley of Rock Creek.

The clearing of these lands apparently began soon after acquisition, for a log
house still stands on the property, which was built in 1745 and was probably used
by John as a lodge when he rode up on horseback from his seat at Dunblane to
oversee the development of his new fields and supervise the planning of the first
tobacco.

It is possible that he, himself, chose the site of the present brick dwelling and
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saw its foundations laid before his death in 1750, but it is more likely that the
actual building was directed by his son, COLONEL ZADOK MAGRUDER,
(1729-1811) who, as a youth of twenty-one, inherited his father’s Piedmont holdings
along with two negro men named York and Hercules.

Zadok, who fought in the French and Indian War and distinguished himself,
as a Colonel, in the Revolution and as a leader in the early affairs of Maryland,
was obviously a man of parts and it is not difficult to imagine him pushing York
and Hercules to the utmost to get the house completed and “The Ridge” and his
other lands into production to receive his bride, RACHEL BOWIE, nee Pottinger,
whom he married in 1754,

The dwelling the young people were the first to occupy was not a pretentious
mansion, but it was substantially built of hand made English style brick molded
from local clay. Its main rooms, with an almost unconscious elegance from the
simple colonial woodwork, were spacious and designed for generous living and
one can easily picture the pleasant company that must have assembled around the
broad fireplace flanked by a handsome and ample wine closet in the “great room”
as the living room was called in those earlier days. The comfortable atmosphere
of this room would certainly produce the proper mood for the numerous Magruder
relatives and Scottish family connections to remember stories of Alexander Mac-
Gregor and his turbulent youth in Scotland, for in that era traditions were not so
easily forgotten and family anecdotes were treasured and retold many times.

Prior to his death in 1811, COLONEL ZADOK MAGRUDER deeded
“The Ridge” to his son, DOCTOR ZADOK MAGRUDER (1765-1809), who
made quite a name for himself as a physician and helped found the Medical and
Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland. Under his hand the property flourished and
the fields were worked by many negro slaves. This period of prosperity continued
under his son, JOHN WILLSON MAGRUDER (1798-1849) and until the Civil
War and Emancipation, After JOHN WILLSON MAGRUDER's death in 1849,
ownership of “The Ridge” passed successively into the hands of his heirs until it
was acquired by JOHN EDWIN MUNCASTER (1869-1955), his grandson
in 1928,

JOHN EDWIN MUNCASTER's ties with “The Ridge"” were deep rooted
and numerous. His mother, HANNAH SMITH MAGRUDER (1837-1914) was
the daughter of JOHN WILLSON MAGRUDER and she was married to John's
father, WILLIAM EDWIN MUNCASTER (1839-1922), a great-great grandson
of COLONEL ZADOK MAGRUDER, at “The Ridge” in 1867. Upon the death
of John's uncle, ZADOK MAGRUDER V (1836-1896), his father took over
management of “The Ridge” for the heirs and continued his trusteeship until his
own death in 1922, In 1928, when the ancient property was in danger of passing
out of the family, John bought out the other heirs and together with his wife,
ALLETTA MAGRUDER WATERS (1874-1947), a great-great granddaughter
of COLONEL ZADOK MAGRUDER, took possession as the great-great grandson
of the Colonel on his mother's side and great-great-great grandson on his father's.
No couple could have been more qualified to maintain its gracious tradition or
to watch over its treasured memories.

JOHN EDWIN MUNCASTER was born at “Milton Farm” on September
29, 1869 about five miles downstream on Rock Creek from “The Ridge”. “Milton
Farm” had been in the family since about 1797 and the prerevolutionary house,
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“Tue RipGe” as it appeared in February 1954
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(demolished 1896) like “The Ridge” was steeped in the atmosphere of the XVIIIth
Century. In fact, the rhythm of existence at John's birth and during his early
youth had changed little in the course of time. People still travelled the countryside
on horseback or in wagons except on state occasions when a carriage was called
for. Men and horses or oxen still furnished the motive power for farm equipment.
A blacksmith and carpenter shop in the farmyard and a nearby grist mill gave the
farm a large degree of seli-sufficiency and the open hearth was still the center of
family life on winter evenings and people took time to visit and know each other.

John's recollections of his boyhood give a charming picture of rural living in
those days with poignant memories of the realities and joys of life on “Milton
Farm” and in the surrounding country. John and his younger brother, Luther
took over their share of the multifarious farm duties as very small boys. They
fed the sheep and nursed the orphan lambs. They helped in the blacksmith shop
and with the necessary carpentry. They dropped corn in the long rows at planting
time and helped to cultivate and harvest the crops. They drove the sheep to
market down winding country roads to Benning in the alien territory of the District
of Columbia and rode the farm wagon to Rockville and Georgetown for supplies.

In the spring they searched for bird eggs and trailing arbutus in the thickets
and along the wooded slopes. They fished and navigated the waters of Rock Creek
and the mill pond on fence rail rafts and in boats of their own fabrication and
hunted rabbits and squirrels with an old Civil War musket. There were frolics
and visits with numerous cousins and relatives and on Sundays they met their
neighbors at services in the old Presbyterian Church in Rockville.

Education began for the brothers just as it had for the sons of planters for
generations. Their mother and later “Cousin Minnie Bowie, Aunt Laura Magruder's
miece”, their governess imprisoned them on winter mornings after breakfast and
drilled them with reading and arithmetic and such irrelevant subjects as algebra
and Latin. Their instruction must have been thorough, for, when John later
attended Rockville Academy he captured the scholarship medals for mathematics
and languages for three years in a row and finally was awarded his A.B. Degree
magna cum laude with the Class of 1888 at Hampden Sydney at the age of eighteen.

A taste for scholarship and an interest in letters endured throughout his life-
time. He enjoyed reading the Bible in the original Greek and he taught himself
to read German in 1917. He wrote an impressive number of historical sketches
and articles on farm management. Soon after his graduation from college, he
contemplated a career as a printer and publisher and actually edited a small news-
paper, “The Anonymous News"” (1893-1895), which he printed on his hand operated
press.

But his real love was the land and he found himself irresistably drawn into
the responsibilities of the joint operation of the lands of “Milton Farm” and “The
Ridge” with his father. These activities constituted the largest single agricultural
operation in the County and called for a maximum of skill and managerial ability,
but he appears to have set about the task with a happy acceptance and a willingness
to adopt the advanced methods of the Twentieth Century. Improvements, which
he initiated on his own land, were profitably imitated by his friends and neighbors
in the surrounding country.

His leadership in the community was unquestioned, although he never evinced
much interest in politics other than to needle erring politicians with an occasional
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slyly humorous but devastating letter to the local papers. His active participation
and willingness to assume responsibility in the various farm associations in the
County and State is evidenced by the long list of offices he held and the universal
respect and affection of his agricultural associates. His wise councils were also
appreciated in the Parish of St. John's Episcopal Church at Olney, where he served
as Vestryman and Junior Warden for many years.

When the Muncasters took up residence at “The Ridge” in 1929, after equip-
ping the house with the necessities of the present century, John was already sixty
years of age, but it was as if MacGregor had indeed returned to his native hearth,
for it came alive again as the center of his numerous interests and the old house
hummed with life and the farmyard with activity. Magruder relatives and friendly
neighbors once more warmed themselves at the ancient hearth and enjoyed the
generous fruits of Magruder land in the spacious colonial dining room.

But, when his devoted wife, Alletta died in 1947, John Muncaster's active life
gradually ceased. His son, John, Jr., a graduate in Agriculture from the University
of Maryland, resided nearby and took over farming operations and his daughter,
Emma assumed the duties of housekeeper.

During most of his last years, he lived peacefully at “The Ridge” and received
the tribute and love of his community and family as an honored patriarch, but
his sense of completion urged him to make several final pilgrimages to the South
and Midwest to pay fairwell visits to his relatives and clansmen and even his
surviving classmates. In February 1954 he was host to his beloved Senior Farmers'
Club, the oldest agricultural society in America, for its 110th Anniversary and in
October of that year he received the American Clan Gregor Society to show them
“The Ridge” and tell some of its story.

He passed away on June 27, 1955 and at his funeral there was Evergreen Pine
and the Tartan of the MacGregors on his casket. His friend and clansman, the
Rev. Enoch Magruder Thompson assisted in the services for the last Master of
“The Ridge".

John Edwin Muncaster will continue to live in the hearts of all who knew
him, but “The Ridge” he loved so well has passed into alien hands and lies neg-
lected and forlorn in the beautiful countryside. The land Alexander Magruder’s
grandson cleared more than two centuries ago has been reached by the long
tentacles of suburbia and will soon be subdivided, but there is still hope that some
discerning person will recognize the sturdiness and simple beauty of the house’s
old walls and rekindle its ancient dignity and warmth. But there is also a possibility
that it will topple in the path of the bulldozer and the bones of COLONEL
ZADOK MAGRUDER, which have lain in peace for so long within its shadow,
will be scattered and trampled by strangers.
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THE CHIEFTAINS ADDRESS AT THE 1956 BANQUET
October 20, 1956

Our Chieftain was a distinguished figure as he delivered the
following talk to his clanfolk at the Banquet. He looked every inch
the Scottish Laird as he stood at the High Table placed on a dias at
the end of the long dining hall and dominated by a large MacGregor
Coat of Arms painted on a medallion surrounded by generous boughs
of Evergreen Pine on the curtain which formed a background. Those
who were seated at the far end of the hall looked down a vista of
columns hung with circular shields bearing the MacGregor Crest

flanked with panels of the red and green MacGregor Tartan and long
pendant pine boughs.

Appropriately enough the Coat of Arms and eight crested shields
were painted for us by a member of the proud House of Steuart, the
well known Washington artist, Miss Emily Nourse Steuart and the
Evergreen Pine came from “Glenmore”, the Maryland Estate of our
clanswoman, Mrs. Frank Pelham Stone. The handsome floral center-
piece at the head table was given jointly by the two sons of Mrs, Rex
Hays Rhoades, who are now serving overseas.—1he Editor.

As I stand before you I cannot help remembering that had he not been pro-
moted to the higher service it would be Gen. Marshall Magruder who would
still be our Chieftain today. And so I feel that I am really filling out his unexpired
term. I only hope I may approach his interest and devotion to the Society. We
do owe him a never ending debt of gratitude.

I have recently come across in a box of papers at home a copy of the Balti-
more Sun of October 2, 1904, The reason it was saved was because of a long
article by Mrs. Hester Dorsey Richardson entitled: “Exiles from Scotland”,
chiefly about the MacGregors. Much of it is in her excellent History of Mary-
land. What struck me especially was the statement: “It is a wonder that the
descendants of these proud Highlanders do not unite in an organization for
perpetuating the memories of their ancestors, than whom no prouder race ever
trod upon Maryland seil”. Certain it is that five years later the American Clan
Gregor Society came into being, in another three years to celebrate our fiftieth
anniversary.

It is a great tradition that we are pledged to carry on. I do not know of
another family whose roots go back as far as ours. Beginning with Gregor, the
third son of King Alpin who reigned in Scotland about the year 787, a kingly
race has come down through the centuries, bearing the proud motto, “My race
is royal”. That was some six hundred years before the House of Stuart acquired
royalty through the marriage of a Steward with the daughter of King Robert
Bruce. Former ruling families of Europe like the Hapsburgs, Hohenzollerns and
Romanoffs do not go back nearly so far. It is almost unique in human history
that a family should preserve its identity through almost twelve centuries and not
deteriorate. Still does it produce sturdy descendants who hold their own in the
world today.

Of course, the MacGregors were a Clan, and that explains many of their
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characteristics. They willed to dwell apart, except when attacked by mortal
enemies. Condemned to oblivion, finally, deprived of name, home and heritage,
the uprooted oak tree became their tragic symbol. Well, a vigorous branch of
that tree was transplanted by our ancestor, Alexander Magruder, when he came
to Maryland, bring with him all those traits and tendencies that were the heritage
of the Clan. “MacGregor despite them shall flourish forever.”

It has always been a mystery to me, how arriving in this country in 1651, a
prisoner of war, in one short year Alexander should have been granted five
hundred acres of land in Calvert County (now Prince George's), and by his death
in 1677 owned many more hundreds of acres, and had founded the dynasty that
we represent today. It is all the more remarkable when we remember that the
terrible Oliver Cromwell was yet to dominate Great Britain for another eight
years. Perhaps his marriage to Margaret, daughter of William Braithwaite, whom
Lord Baltimore called “Cousin”, was a contributing factor,

It is a matter for us to regret that Alexander Magruder did not set down in
writing the history of his life and experiences. But we can imagine he was con-
tent to leave behind him all the centuries of turmoil and strife in Scotland, and
seek forgetfulness and peace on his estates, and in the midst of his growing family
* in Maryland.

It remains for us to carry on the tradition, and build for the future of our
Society. You will find that I have a mania for raising the Endowment Fund.
We have existed for forty-seven years on slender financial resources, and that
need not continue if we will all be generous now. It is imperative that we have
an adequate headquarters for our archives and to exhibit all the interesting things
that have accumulated. Let us all show our gratitude for the MacGregor blood
that flows in our veins!

DescenpaNTs oF HucH McGEHEE
oF PanNorLAa CounTty, MISSISSIPPI

by Erra LEONE STEPHENS STOKES

(The lineage of JAMES MacGREGOR alias THOMAS MACKGE-
HEE showing his descent through the Chiefs of the Clan Gregor from
King Alpin of Scotland appears in the Yearbook, American Clan
Gregor Society Vol, XXXIX, 1955. See p. 26, Gen. XVIII, Item 2.)

Hugh McGehee of Panola County, Mississippi, was the fourth generation
of his family in America. His immigrant ancestor, Thomas MackGehee (1629-
1727), was also known as James MacGregor. Thomas' son Edward MackGehee
(1699-1770) was the father of Micajah McGehee (1741-1811).

Hugh McGehee, son of Micajah McGehee, was born 4 Jan. 1793 in Oglethorpe
County, Georgia. In February, 1812, he married Sarah White, daughter of
Shelton and Mildred (Clark) White of Georgia.

On 15 June 1836 he bought two sections of land in Panola County, Mississippi,
at Como, “Sardis Court House,” in the First District, for $7000. He made his
will 17 July 1855 and died six days later on 23 July 1855. His will was probated
3 September 1855 in Panola County and although he did not name his children
therein, they are identified by the records in his family Bible which was owned
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in 1953 by Miss Caroline Charlotte McGehee, of Como, Mississippi.

Hugh McGehee, Sr., had nine portraits of himself painted by Cooper, of
Memphis, Tennessee, at a cost of $500 each. He gave one to each of his nine
living children and a number of his descendants own them today.

The children of Hugh and Sarah (White) McGehee and their descendants
are:

1 The family of Micajah McGehee's son Edward is discussed in Year Book, 1936, pp. 66-79.

1. Lucinda S. McGehee, born 1 January 1815. Married her cousin, Col, Frank
M. White, who was born 16 December 1810 in Jones County, Georgia.
Died 5 May 1887 and buried in Friendship Cemetery, one and a half miles
south east of Como, Mississippi. They had two children :
1. Edward White.
2. Sarah (Sally) White.

II. Edward G. McGehee, born 27 January 1818. Died unmarried.

III. Mildred A. McGehee, born 19 October 1819. Married George Tait, M.D.
Their child was:

1. Sarah (Sallie) King Tait married Monroe Pointer.

IV. Charlotte Caroline McGehee, born 5 November 1821, died 6 October 1859.
She married, in 1846, The Rev. Stephen Gilbert Stark, who came from
Vermont to Mississippi where he established a reputation as a preacher
and became president of The Seminary for Young Ladies at Holly Springs,
Mississippi. They had four children:

1. Hugh Stark.
2. Sarah Gilbert Stark, born 16 October 1854, died 19 April 1939.
3. Frances Scott Stark, born 7 April 1857, died 26 November 1931,
4. Mary Clark Stark, born 25 June 1858, died 4 April 1890. She married,
8 December 1880, Alfred Alexander Young, who was born 5 January
1847, died 23 October 1925. They lived in Como, Mississippi.
Their children are:
A, Stark Young, born 11 October 1881, never married.
B. Alfred Alexander Young, Jr.
C. Frances Scott Young.
D. Sarah Gilbert Young.
E. Julia McGehee Young, born 20 June 1884 at Como, Mississippi.
She married, 19 May 1914, John Benjamin Robertson. Both
were living in 1953 in Austin, Texas. Their only child:
a. Stark Young Robertson, born in Austin, Texas, died
young.
V. Thomas T. McGehee, born 5 January 1824. Killed by a horse. He never
married.

VI. John F. McGehee, born 15 August 1826, died unmarried.

VII. Abner Francis McGehee, born 27 February 1828, died 22 May 1892. He
married first, in 1850, Virginia W. Cox who was born 1 February 1833
and died 1 November 1854. They had three children.

He married second, in 1857, Sarah (Sallie) W. King, daughter of Col.
John D. and Mary (Cheatam) King of Alabama. They had eight children.
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Parrella McGehee, born 16 October 1850, died 30 May 1852,
Fannie Alice McGehee, born 10 July 1852, died 1 September 1863.

. Jennie Marian McGehee, born 21 October 1854. She married Charles

R. Brown on 2 January 1877. Their children are:
A, Jenny May Brown.
B. Charley Brown.
C. Grace Brown.

. Mary (Mollie) McGehee, born 15 July 1858, died 30 July 1861.
. Abner Francis McGehee, Jr., born 14 December 1859, He married,

26 December 1892, Jennie W. Estes. They had two children:
A, Cornelia Wallice McGehee married Albert Edward Nelson,
They had four children:
a. Eula McGehee Nelson.
b. Albert Edward Nelson, Jr., married and had three child-
ren, He inherited all of Miss Caroline Charlotte Mc-
Gehee's property and heirlooms.
c. Virginia Frances Nelson.
d. Cornelia Wallice Nelson.
B. Abner Francis McGehee, III, married but had no children.

. Hugh Shelton McGehee, born 19 November 1861, died 23 October

1862.

. Rose King McGehee, born 30 September 1864, died 15 August 1942,

She married Robert Moon Irby on 14 February 1901 but had no
children.

. Sarah (Sallie) Wheeler McGehee, born 27 January 1866. She

married, 17 November 1886, Watkins M. Tait and was living in
1953. They had one child:
A. Abner Francis Tait, born 29 May 1896, died 6 January 1924.

. Kate K. McGehee, born 5 October 1867, died 21 October 1868.

Anne Lucinda McGehee, born 21 August 1871. She married Edward
Waller Taylor on 10 January 1900 and was living in 1953. They had
no children.

Caroline Charlotte McGehee, born 7 October 1873, died 24 July
1955. She is buried in Friendship Cemetery, Como, Mississippi.
She lived in her father’s large colonial home in Como and owned
one of the nine portraits of Hugh McGehee, Sr.

VIII. William McGehee, born 31 March 1830, died unmarried.
IX. Sarah Mildred McGehee, born 20 April 1832, She married Col. Benjamin
W. Bedford. They had three children:

1
2.
3.

White Bedford.
Euella Bedford.
Benjamin W. Bediord, Jr.

X. Hugh McGehee, Jr., born 3 October 1834, died 18 March 191-. The last
figure of his death date on his gravestone in Friendship Cemetery, Como,
Mississippi, has been chipped off. He died at his Montrose Plantation, near
Natchez, Mississippi. He married, about 1861, Julia Vallette Little, of New
Orleans, who was born 2 April 1845 and died 7 February 1930. She is also
buried in Friendship Cemetery. They had seven children:
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. Abner McGehee, born 1862.

. Son not named, born and died 1864.

Hugh McGehee, I11, born 3 October 1866,

. William McGehee, born 1868.

Son not named, born and died 1869,

. Julia Vallette McGehee, born 6 April 1871, died 11 June 1946. She
married, 12 November 1902, Joseph Brown Sledge, who was born
15 May 1867 and died 29 November 1940.

7. Ann McGehee, born 1873.
His children, by his first wife, were:
1. Edwin Price McGehee, born 1862, died young.

XI. Micajah Shelton McGehee, born 24 June 1838 an died 18 June 1893. He
married first, 20 October 1861, Mary Ruffin Price, who was born 20 October
1843 and died 9 November 1863. He married second, 25 November 1866,
Mrs. Agnes Dandridge Price White, who died 20 May 1884. He married
third, 22 October 1885, Anne P. Irby, who was born 28 November 1849 and
died 18 June 1893 at Mineral Wells, Texas. Buried at Como, Mississippi.

2, Mary Leila McGehee, born 1863. She married W. B. Taylor of

Como, Mississippi, and has two children. She was living in 1948

and then owned one of the portraits of Hugh McGehee, Sr.

(=T B R

Tuae Epwarp McGenee FAMmiLy CEMETERY
Bowling Green Plantation, Wilkinson County, Miss.

In the Year Book published in 1936, on pages 66 through 79, and for 1937,
on pages 62 through 77, are two very interesting articles on Edward McGehee and
Micajah McGehee of Bowling Green Plantation, Miss., both by our deceased
Clansman John Hanson Kennard, formerly of New York City.

In the National Genealogical Society Quarterly, Vol. 44, No. 3, for September,
1956, on pages 124 through 126, is an article on The Edward McGehee Family
Cemetery on Bowling Green Plantation:

“Foreword by Bickham Christian, 644 Herndon Ave., Shreveport 39. Inscrip-
tions copied by Mr. and Mrs. John H. Parker, Liberty, Miss.

“For the many admirers of Stark Young's tender and moving historical novel,
So Red the Rose, a visit to the Edward McGehee family cemetery will be a
poignantly nostalgic experience, for just a quarter of a mile away stood Bowling
Green. It was there that the characters who peopled the novel actually lived,
loved, suffered, and died ‘in a certain hope of a blessed resurrection’.

“Edward McGehee, the progenitor of this distinguished branch of the family
in Mississippi, built his magnificent home, Bowling Green, in 1831. It was burned
to the ground by negro Federal troops in 1864 and the family was allowed ten
minutes to evacuate the building. Nothing was saved but the clothes they were
wearing. Today three towering Doric columns, standing over a vine and bramble
grown heap of brick and marble rubble, are leit to show where those gentle and
gracious people once lived.

“The cemetery, however, is an enduring proof of the elegance and wealth of
this family. No where in the South is there a more impressive group of monu-
ments, it being a small forest of soaring Carrara marble shafts, interspersed with
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beautifully designed Roman type vaults of various kinds of marble. The whole
area, enclosed by a heavy and elaborately designed iron fence, is shaded and softened
by Live Oak and Magnolia trees dripping with funereal Spanish moss, and century
old specimens of Camelia Japonica, Magnolia Fuscata, and English Box Wood
have almost hidden some of the graves. All of the monuments are covered with
engraved verses of poetry and quotations from the Bible, selected for their aptness
in describing the character of the deceased.

“On this beautiful spot, where one feels half in love with death, it can be
truly said, ‘no where blows so red the rose ., . .”

The total valuation of the estate of Edward McGehee at the beginning of the War
(1360 s) w 12?1?'000 including 29,800 acres of land and 825 slaves, a fortune probably
ouly exce:ded y that of Wade ampton of South Carolina,

The gravestone inscriptions follow this article, and the entire article is on
file at the Headquarters of the American Clan Gregor Society.

TuaE LiBrarY oF CONGRESS AND A MAGRUDER
by Cor. WiLLArp WEBB

Chief, Stack & Reader Division, Library of Congress

(Remarks before the American Clan Gregor Society at the Parish
House of St. John's Episcopal Church at 2:00 P.M. October 19, 1956.)

I think there are few experiences which are quite so flattering as to be asked
to come back to speak to a group of people, and this is the second time that T have
been asked to address the Clan Gregor at its annual Clan meeting. If an admiration
for Scotland and a deep affection for Scots would qualify me, then 1 would say
that I was eminently fitted to address you. My only other qualification is that
since last I had the pleasure of being with you I have been in Scotland twice.

My assignment today, however, was to discuss the Library of Congress and a
Magruder. To do this I must reach back into the history of the Library and
recall its most tragic experience. For the Library of Congress was once destroyed
by an act of war. In the year 1814 British troops captured the city of Washington
and they burned the public buildings, including the Capitol of the United States,
which then housed the Library of Congress. The Library was virtually destroyed
in this operation. I myself have seen something of the waste and the indignity
of war and I believe most thinking people are always inclined to ask, “Can any
good thing come out of Nazareth?" Very often we are inclined to think of this
burning of the Library of Congress as comparable to the destruction of the library
in Alexandria, or in Louvain, or of the Stadts Bibliotheque in the recent war.
Actually this was no great Library of Congress at the time of its destruction.
Washington was being cut out of the wilderness. A far more important library
was the one at Georgetown University. But this lay at the end of a long and
muddy street far from the Capitol. For this reason Congress had established its
own small reference library for its own use.

The war itself was a see-saw affair and frequently the engagements reflected
very little technical credit to American arms. The British expeditionary force
was commanded by Sir George Cockburn, who had been made an Admiral in 1812
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and who was a friend of Nelson. It was on Cockburn's ship that Napoleon was
taken to St. Helena. This very business oi taking Napoleon to St. Helena meant
that the war with France was over, that the experienced and hardened veterans
of the Peninsula were released to settle a smaller disturbance which had been going
on with the United States. The troops of the expedition were commanded by
Major General Robert Ross, destined to die before Baltimore. Among the honors
which accrued to him was the right of his family to call themselves Ross of
Bladensburg, and in his coat of arms the crest was “the arms of a Major General
grasping a broken standard of the United States.” General Ross appears to have
been the charming gentleman to whom arson was somewhat distasteful. The British
expeditionary force advanced through Bermuda, the Chesapeake, the Patuxent, to
Benedict, Maryland, whence they marched overland in inexorable advance despite
the great heat of the summer of 1814. At Bladensburg, Maryland, they met with
American resistance. This was the feeble resistance of militia and it well demon-
strated all the military incompetence of a nation which does not stay prepared.
We are presented here with the amazing spectacle of a completely undefended
capital. It is true that Fort Washington was on the flank, but the American
attitude was that Baltimore was such an attractive target that no attack would
be made on the capital itself. Steel says that the defense was left to providence.
(I think it is interesting that this lack of preparedness caused the phobia for the
defense of the capital which developed in the American Civil War, when gigantic
military movements were affected by comparatively minor operations in the
Shenandoah Valley by means of which Stonewall Jackson appeared to threaten
the capital city.) The British were opposed by hastily assembled, unorganized,
and inadequately equipped militia which could not have been expected to stand
against Washington's hardened veterans. You would probably know better than
1 that there were Magruders in the Maryland Line helping to defend the capital
in the Bladensburg engagement. But it was a startling situation., The President
was riding futilely here and there and the Secretary of State was acting as an
aide to a brigadier general. The feeble American resistance was brushed aside,
and the British advanced on the city of Washington. They formed just east of the
capital and discussed whether to burn or blow up the Capitol. They did fire some
volleys through windows of the Capitol doing some damage. And moving into
the chamber of the House, Admiral Cockburn took the chair and propounded the
question “Shall this harbor of Yankee democracy be burned?” The motion was
unanimously carried. Chairs, powder, and rockets were piled up on the floor and
used as kindling and the building was set afire. The wings then had wooden roois;
and the Library of Congress was housed on the 2nd floor of the Senate wing
The fire spread rapidly and the building and the Library were destroyed. At that
time the Library consisted of only about 3,000 volumes, but their destruction raised
a great hue and cry. The words of Vandal and Goth appeared in the press.
From a purely propaganda standpoint this event might even be said to have
been a good thing. It roused the will of the people to fight, and it gave a conscious-
ness to the people of the existence of the Library of Congress which undoubtedly
did not previously exist and which probably would not have existed but for this,
But you may ask and probably should have asked me before now, what has
all this to do with the Gregors and the Magruders. Well, perhaps it is a tour
de force, but this is the connection: the Librarian of Congress from 1807 until
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1815 was one Patrick Magruder. I am sure the people seated in this audience
are related to this same Patrick Magruder, and that you probably know a good
deal more about him than I do. He served in the 9th Congress from March 4,
1805, until March 3, 1807, and on March 4, 1807, he was elected Clerk of the
House of Representatives, This position he continued to occupy until January
8, 1915. At that time it was the responsibility of the Clerk of the House of
Representatives to serve also as the Librarian of Congress.

When the British invaded, Mr. Magruder was away sick, but his assistants
did make some effort to remove the books from the Library. There still exists
a doubt as to whether or not they succeeded in rescuing some of the material.
But since the military had made so little effort and so inadequate an arrangement
had been made for the evacuation and for the defense of the city, it appears
that too much censure should not come to the Librarian for not anticipating trouble
and removing his materials. Despite vigorous efforts, the Library assistants
were unable to obtain wagons with which to remove the books before the British
actually took over the Capitol building. Some members of Congress spoke rather
unkindly of Mr. Magruder in subsequent investigations, with the result that he
resigned on January 18, 1815, and moved to Petersburg where he died on December
24, 1819,

It was because of the destruction of the original Library of Congress, however,
that the private library of Thomas Jefferson was purchased to replace it. An
estimated 6,487 books in that library was estimated. Today the Library of Congress
has grown to more than 35,000,000 pieces and has become one of the great cultural
institutions of the world, concerned with the preservation of the culture of all
people and making the great riches of its resources available to all of the people
who wish to use it. It is an establishment in which I think all Americans can
take considerable pride. Many of you know its ornate architecture, but perhaps
you have not noticed that in its halls, carved in stone which will last as long as
the Library will last, is inscribed: “Patrick Magruder, Librarian of Congress,
1807-1815.

James Drane
(Another son of William Drane and Cassandra Magruder*)

by JounstoN STAPLES ROwWE

James Drane (February 24, 1808-March 8, 1869) was the youngest son of
William Drane (July 14, 1765-February 26, 1847), who married Cassandra
Magruder (September 13, 1768-February 26, 1860), daughter of Ninian Beall
Magruder (Samuel “Ye” 3rd, Ninian, Samuel, Alexander the immigrant).
William Drane was the youngest son of tobacco planter James Drane, Sr. (will
executed April 28, 1887, proved October 6, 1887, Liber Tl folio 254, Prince Georges
County Maryland) and wife Elizabeth, apparently the daughter “Elizabeth Drane”
mentioned in the will of Leonard Piles executed March 19, 1773, proved February
21, 1774, Liber T1 folio 57, James Drane serving as surety of Elizabeth, the widow
of Leonard Piles and administratrix under the will, Prince Georges County,
Maryland: Leonard Piles was the son of Francis Piles, will executed May 23,
1726, proved April 24, 1727, VI “Maryland Calendar of Wills” 26.)

James Drane, Sr. performed loyal civil services during the Revolution, signing



Prantation House oF James Draxg, Esg. Buit 1848,
Choctawe County, Mississippi



YeAr Book American CLAN Grecor Sociery 23

the Oath of Fidelity and Support, together with his sons James, Jr., Anthony,
and Walter (I “Maryland Colonial Records” 276, Brumbaugh), serving as coroner
in 1777 (XVI “Archives of Maryland” 273), and as grand juror at county court
in Upper Marlboro 1780, 1781 (I “Revolutionary Records of Maryland” 32,
Brumbaugh and Hodges).

* 1926-27 Yearbook 68, “Ninian Beall Magruder;” 1928 Yearboock 26, “General Stephen
Drane;” 49, “Hiram Drane."”

According to some sources, James Drane, Sr. was the son James named as
remainder devisee after the life of his mother Elizabeth (born c. 1669—died after
1733) of “Greenfield,” under the will of Anthony Drane (born c. 1666—will
executed March 28, 1719, proved March 27, 1723, Liber 1, folio 132, Prince
Georges County, Maryland). Anthony Drane is said to have been one of the
Rangers of Prince Georges County in 1698, and on March 26, 1700 purchased
“Greenfield,” a 109 acre tract, from John Demall for 32 pounds and 14 shillings
sterling “money of England” (Liber A, folio 211, Prince Georges County, Mary-
land) ; that same March he had been fined one hundred pounds of tobacco “for
absenting himself from off ye jury.” Pages 207-208 of “The Hoyes of Maryland,”
by Captain Charles E. Hoye; “The Drane Family of Accident,” Vol. 6, No. 2,
page 81 of “The Glades Star,” featuring James Drane, Jr. (1755-1828) as “‘the
first permanent settler of Accident,” Garrett County, Maryland; V Compendium
of American Genealogy 163.

It has been claimed that these Dranes were descended, through James Anthony
Drane II, from one Sir James Anthony Drane, horticulturist, said to have
been a cousin of the First Lord Baltimore and manager of the Baltimore estates
in Ireland; that Lord Baltimore was unable to persuade Sir James Anthony Drane
to “leave his beloved gardens in Ireland” for settlement in Maryland, but did
succeed in colonizing the latter's seven sons. Chapter XXIX of “Garrett County
Pioneer Families,” by Charles E. Hoye, appearing in the “Mountain Democrat”
of January 17, 1935; “Genealogy of the Drane Family of Staffordshire, England,”
manuscript by Frank C. Drane, dated April 16, 1911.

William Drane, above, was recruited in the Revolutionary army just before,
and was within sixteen miles of Yorktown at, the time of Cornwallis’ surrender
to Washington. In 1790 William Drane and his brother Walter settled in Columbia
County, Georgia, acquiring lands on Kiokee Creek near the present McDuffie
County line, and not far from the lands of Ninian Beall Magruder, who had
settled in Columbia County in 1785. Subsequently, the brothers William and
Walter Drane married the sisters Cassandra and Allitha Magruder, daughters
of Ninian Beall Magruder. II “Memoirs of Georgia” 485; I “Memoirs of
Mississippi” 662-665; page 9 “Ancestral Beginnings in America of the McGregor-
Magruder, Beall . . .” families, by Caroline Beall Price; “Hezekiah Magruder,
His Ancestry and Descendants,” by Robert Lee Magruder.

William Drane and wife Cassandra Magruder prospered in Columbia County,
Georgia, and at the time of his death February 26, 1847 he had acquired some
1500 acres of land and numerous slaves, 43 of whom were bequeathed by name
in his will, together with their “increase.” (Book X, page 157, Columbia County,
Georgia).

James Drane, youngest son of William Drane and Cassandra Magruder,
married first, December 17, 1829, Matilda Blanche Shaw (March 7, 1813-July 27,



24 YeAar Book AmEericaN Cran Grecor SocieTy

1859) ; second, May 27, 1862, Amelia S. Edwards; leaving issue by the first
marriage but none by the second. Matilda Blanche Shaw was a daughter of James
Shaw (will executed May 30, 1827, proved February 4, 1828, Book W, page 188,
Columbia County, Georgia), who married April 28, 1803, Mary McDonald, daughter
of Elizabeth and John McDonald (will executed January 5, 1803, probated January
23, 1803, Book A, page 160, Columbia County, Georgia; see also deeds to John
Eads from James Shaw, dated January 29, 1811, Book W, page 91, and from
the latter’s brother, Robert Shaw, Jr. (who married Nancy McDonald, sister of
Mary McDonald), dated February 4, 1811, Book W, page 86, conveying lands on
Uchee Creek, inherited by their wives from their brother, Alexander McDonald,
to whom the land was bequeathed by John McDonald.) James Shaw was the son
of Robert