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Jesse EwEeLL, JR.
by His Sister, Mary Ewell Hundley

Jesse Ewell, Jr., eldest son of Jesse Ewell, M.D., our first scribe, and his
wife, Mary Jane Ish, was born at the home of his parents at Ruckersville, Greene
County, Va. on March 17, 1886, and died after a long illness at his home at nearby
Quinque on February 3, 1956.

He received his early education in the public schools of his home county, was
graduated from William and Mary College and did advanced work at the Uni-
versity of Virginia and Columbia University.

He was first, last and all the time a teacher and a pioneer. He early learned
to take responsibilities, As his father was away so much of the time attending
the sick, it was Jesse's job to see that his father's orders were carried out. The
hired help listened to him; his brothers and sisters looked up to him, and his father
depended on him, though he would often say, “Jesse is ahead of his time in his
thinking”, but never knew so much that he could not learn from everyone with
whom he came in contact.

After teaching in rural high schools of Virginia for several years he went
to the city of Norfolk as supervising principal. While there he was instrumental
in introducing into those schools a class for exceptional children. To him an
exceptional child was one who could not keep up in the regular grade, or one who
was capable of doing more than one grade in one year. In either case the child
was a misfit and needed special attention. He never permitted a child to be kept
in at recess, saying that “if it was a problem of behavior, the child needed to
get out of doors and get it out of his system; if it was a case of missed lesson, the
child needed the rest; and more, the teacher needed the relaxation.”

Farming was always near to his heart. When a college student he spent his
vacations on the place working with the crops and the livestock. When he was
teaching he never forgot the farm and his letters home were filled with plans
and suggestions for making the land more productive. He was always ready to
try new things. He brought home a farm tractor—the first in the county. He
planted peas between the corn rows, peas to be plowed under. He plowed under
a clover crop. The most progressive farmers in the county thought he was just
plain “nuts”. His father was also of the pioneering spirit but at times he wondered
if Jesse was not going too fast.

He had to give up teaching on account of his health. Though frail of body
he spent his time finding a new way and a better way of doing things—of making
two blades of grass grow, where one grew before.

In 1934 the Virginia Agricultural Extension Division decided to put, for the
first time, an agent in Greene County and Jesse Ewell was appointed to fill the
place. What more could he wish! Teaching and Farming, the two things he
liked best and the two channels through which he could serve his community, He
carried with him to his new job the same pioneering spirit that he had shown in
other fields.

As his father had said of the boy Jesse, “He is ahead of his time in thinking”,
so said his neighbors, but they soon began to listen and to heed, so as county
agent he saw great changes take place in the attitudes of the farmers towards
new ideas such as terracing, strip farming, crop covers, rotation, more fertilizer
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for permanent pasture. He saw better livestock. The people were living better,
had better schools, and better health services. In some of these things he was
carrying on what his father had begun.

Dr. Ewell would often say to his children that everyone had a contribution
that he could make toward living and that they should so live that the world
would be a better place for their having passed this way. Surely the world is a
better place in which to live because Jesse Ewell, Jr. passed “this way".

The love and regard his countrymen had for him was manifest in the way
they came to pay their last respects. When he was put to rest, men gathered in
little groups to talk of what he had done for them and their county.

He is survived by his wife Annie Douglas Ewell, one brother Nathaniel
MacGregor Ewell, and three sisters, Mary Ewell Hundley, Helen Ewell Hord,
and Susan Ewell Hamilton.

MarGArReET Jonns HiLL
Octoser 16, 1956

Miss Margaret Johns Hill, daughter of the late William Isaac Hill and
Henrietta Smith Sasscer, was born and died at the family home “Pleasant Hills”
in Upper Marlboro, Maryland.

She was the sister of two of the Charter Members of the Clan, the Misses
Henrietta Sophia May and Fredericka Dean Hill. She is survived by these two
sisters and by a third sister, Miss Marie B. Hill; a niece and a nephew, Mrs.
Elizabeth Hill Maltby, and Mr. William Sasscer Hill.

Funeral services were held at Trinity Episcopal Church, Upper Marlboro,
with burial in Trinity Cemetery,

Mgs. Harrierr Busa Hunt
1881-1954

Mrs, Harriett Bush Hunt was the daughter of William Dudley Bush and
his wife Elizabeth Maria Aderhold. She was born in Calhoun County, Alabama,
February 6, 1881, and died in Chattanooga, Tennessee, December 28, 1954. She
married John J. Hunt on December 23, 1902,

Harriett Bush was descended from Samuel Magruder and Sarah Beall, whose
daughter Verlinda married John Beall in 1712,

EarLE PorTMESs LEE
1881-1956

Earle Portmess Lee, son of Frank Ludwell Lee and Etta Lee Portmess, died
in Rochester, New York, on March 28, 1956. Burial was in Riverside Cemetery,
Rochester, N. Y. He was the great-grandson of Ninian Magruder and Elizabeth
Lyons, whose great-grandfather was Ninian Magruder I, and his wife Elizabeth
Brewer. On September 15, 1909, he married Hallie Maude Riley.

Mr. Lee was a retired electrical engineer at the Delco Products Division of
General Motors, having retired in 1949, He was a member of Hamilton Chapter,
Royal Orcle Masons, and a life member of the American Clan Gregor Society.

Surviving are his wife and four sons: Dr. John Portmess Lee, Clearwater,
Fla., Charles M., Robert E., and Thomas D. Lee, and one daughter, Mrs. R. E.
Grinstead, all of Rochester
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Mgs. Cassius CLAy MAGRUDER
1869-1956

Mrs. Cassius Clay Magruder died on September 15, 1956. She was a direct
descendant of President Benjamin Harrison. Mrs. Magruder was the former
Agnes Harrison. She was born and reared in Calvert County, Md, and was a
member of one of Maryland's prominent families. She was a member of St.
Stephen’s Episcopal Church.

Her husband was a brother of our deceased member, William Pinkney
Magruder. Survivors are a daughter, Mrs. Anna Graves, of the Drake Apart-
ments; four sons, Cassius C, Jr., 1705 Lamon St., N.W., Fielder T. and Lewis
E., both of Hyattsville, Md., and Brian, 4407 Underwood St., University Park,
Md. Another son was the late Army Col. Wilson K. Magruder.

Burial was held in Glenwood Cemetery.

MarviN MERRYMAN
1877-1956

Mr. Marvin Merryman died in 1956. He was the son of Lewis Clayton Merry-
man and Mary Virginia Howell, and a great-grandson of Edward Magruder
and Teresa Barron.

He was an early and faithful member of the Clan, being number 309, He was
most interested and enjoyed attending the gatherings as long as he was able.
Those who knew him will miss him.

Mgs, CLAupE WorTHINGTON OWEN
1886-1956

Mrs. Claude Worthington Owen, wife of the National Capital Planning
Commission member, died of a heart attack at her home, 4545 Connecticut
Avenue, N. W.

Mrs, Owen was found by her husband when he returned from his office.
He is president of the E. G. Schafer & Co., wholesale plumbing and heating
materials firm founded by his wife's late father.

The former Emma Marie Schafer was a second generation Washingtonian.
She had long been active in the Women's Society of Christian Service of Hamline
Methodist Church and was a member of the board of the Methodist Deaconess
Home.

Mrs. Owen was active in charitable enterprises.

Surviving, in addition to Mr. Owen, are two sons and a daughter, Thomas
G. Owen, Kensington, Md., Claude W. Owen, Jr., Silver Spring, Md., and Mrs.
Marie Gay Lodge, Silver Spring; a sister, Mrs. William C. Hanson, of Mount
Prospect Farms, Travillah, Md.,, and nine grandchildren

Funeral services were held at Hines Funeral Home. Burial was in Rock
Creek Cemetery.

Mgs. Exoca MAcruper THOMPSON
1876-1956

Mrs. Enoch Magruder Thompson, wife of the rector of the Episcopal
Nativity and Resurrection Parish, died July 21, 1956, at her country home,
“Little Zoar”, in Gaithersburg, Maryland.
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Mrs. Thompson was the former Louisa Georgia McCalla, daughter of Dr,
John Moore McCalla and the former Helen Hill of New York. Mrs. Thompson
was educated here in public and private schools. She was married June 12, 1902,
Mr. Thompson was then curate at old St. Paul's Episcopal Church. He founded
Nativity and Resurrection Episcopal parish.

Mrs. Thompson was active in parish work as a teacher in the Sunday
school, the Boy's Guild and among the choir boys. She took care of the altar
also. She formerly sang in the choir at St. Paul's Church.

She was also active in the Woman's Auxiliary of the Diocese and the National
Cathedral Guild.

Services were held at St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Rock Creek parish. Burial
was in Rock Creek Cemetery.

Mgrs. WitLiam Lowe WALDE
1875-1956

Mrs. Mary Lowe Walde a descendant of famous Colonial families, died at
Georgetown University Hospital on March 28 1956, A native of Loudoun
County, Va., she was the daughter of Col. Enoch Magruder Lowe and Mrs.
Martha Eleanor Powell Lowe. Mrs. Walde, widow of Wm. G. Walde, was a des-
cendant of George Mason of Gunston Hall, Fairfax County; Ninian Beall, a
Georgetown founder; Alexander Magruder and Daniel McCarty, Revoluntionary
War heroes, and the John Contee family of Maryland.

Mrs. Walde was a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution,
Magruder Chapter, and the Virginia Historical Society. She was a member of
Christ Episcopal Church, Georgetown, for over 40 years.

Mrs. Walde is survived by her daughter, Mrs. Edward Stuart Carter, with
whom she resided; a son, Wm. Lowe Walde, and two grandsons, Robert Ashley
and Wm. Lowe Walde, Jr.

Mers. Ira C. WHITACRE
1879-1956

Mrs. Ira C. Whitacre, member of an old Maryland family and the widow
of a former clerk of Montgomery County, died January 9, 1956, at her home
in Silver Spring, Maryland. Mrs. Whitacre was the former Rachel Dorsey
Cooke, daughter of Nathan P. and Catherine Sinclair Cooper Cooke. Her family
lived in Gaithersburg, Md., for many generations. It was there that Mrs. Whitacre
was born in the original house built on land granted to her ancestors in the
early 1600's by Lord Baltimore. She was on the line of John Magruder “of
Dumblane”, through his son Colonel Zadok.

Mrs. Whitacre kept the document, printed by Lord Baltimore with an old
quill pen on parchment paper and hearing the seal, among her souvenirs of
Colonial days. Her former home, 3 miles beyond Gaithersburg, was known as
Grey Rock. The house was constructed of bricks made there. The slave quarters
were standing in the grounds until recently. Mrs. Whitacre sold the property after
World War I, and it has been subdivided into smaller farms and homes.

Mrs. Whitacre was a graduate of Ralston University of Expression and
Physical Culture in Washington. She formerly was active in area amateur
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theatricals. She and her husband moved to Silver Spring in 1908. Mr. Whitacre
was once principal of Gaithersburg High School and Woodside Elementary and
was a former vice president and director of the Suburban National Bank in
Silver Spring, as well as Clerk of Montgomery County. He died in 1950.

Mrs. Whitacre was a member of the D.A.R., the Clan Gregor Society, the
Eastern Star and Woodside Methodist Church. Survivors are two daughters,
Miss Pauline E. Whitacre; Mrs. Charles M. Murray, Silver Spring, and two
grandchildren. Services were held at the Warner Pumphrey funeral home in
Silver Spring. Burial was in Gaithersburg, Maryland.

WirLiam Woopwarp, Jr.

Mr. William Woodward, Jr., died on October 30, 19535, at his Oyster Bay,
New York, home, He was the son of Mrs. Elizabeth Ogden Cryder Woodward
and the late William Woodward of New York. William Woodward, Sr., was a
Clansman for many years.

William Jr., inherited beautiful “Belair”, an Ogle, Lowndes, Tasker, Ma-
gruder home near Bowie, Maryland, from his father, together with the Belair
Stud Farm from which came the Kentucky Derby winner in 1930, Gallant Fox,
and the 1955 outstanding horse, Nashua.

Mr. Woodward served his country in World War II. He is survived by
his widow, Ann Woodward, and two sons: William III, age 12 years, and James,
age 8 years. His mother and a sister, Mrs. Bancroft, also survive.
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ABSENTEE DINNER GUESTS

Allgeyer, Mr. and Mrs. James Ernest, Washington, D. C.
Beall, Mr. Ninian Edward, Jr., Richmond, Va.

Cox, Mrs. Merle LeRoy, Washington, D. C.

Craig, Col. and Mrs. William H., Fort Meade, Md.

Drake, Mr. Winbourne Magruder, Chapel Hill, N. C.

Elliott, Mr. Herbert Arthur, South Hill, Va.

Ewell, Dr, and Mrs. Nathaniel McGregor, Jr., South Boston, Va.
Fuller, Mrs. Robert Waight, Washington, D. C.

Gantt, Mrs. Helen Woods, Washington, D, C.

Harrison, Mrs. Marion Myrl, West Richfield, Ohio
Henderson, Mr. Guy Russell, Shepherdsville, Ky.

Jenkins, Miss Mary Adelaide, Baltimore, Md.

McFarland, Mrs. I. B.,, Houston, Texas

Magruder, Commodore Carl W., USN Ret, Jamestown, R. I.
Magruder, Mr George Milton, Sr., Grovetown, Ga.
Magruder, Mrs. Marshall, Fort Meade, Md.

Magruder, Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Neal, Indianola, Miss.
Magruder, Mr. Wm. B. Hamilton, San Antonio, Texas
Magruder, Mr. and Mrs. William Marion, Lexington, Ky.
Meyers, Mrs. Jessie Waring, Washington, D, C.

Nicodemus, Mrs. Kent C., Walkersville, Md.

Owen, Mr. and Mrs. Claude Worthington, Washington, D. C,
Richardson, Mrs. William W., Mt, Rainier, Md.

Tutwiler, Mrs. Herbert, Birmingham, Ala.

Wilson, Mrs. John, Washington, D. C.

ATTENDANCE AT 1956 GATHERING

*Adams, Miss Edna, Washington, D. C.

Adams, Mr. and Mrs. J. Franklin, Mechanicsville, Md.

Addison, Mr. Walter Dulany, Mitchellville, Md.

*Barber, S. Franklin, Mechanicsville, Md.

Blunt, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Woodward, Bethesda, Md.

Bopp, Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph J., Chevy Chase, Md.

Bowie, Miss Cornelia Magruder, Washington, D. C.

*Cainon, Mrs. Dorothy, Washington, D. C.

Campbell, Mrs. Guy, Georgetown, D. C.

Cassel, Mrs. Nellie Lowe, Chevy Chase, Md.

Craig, Col. and Mrs. William Hutchinson, Fort Meade, Md.

Diedel, Miss C. Virginia, Washington, D. C.

Dorman, Mr. John Frederick III, Washington, D. C.

Dun, Miss Ruth Bryant, Washington, D. C.

Dwyer, Mrs. John Rochiord, Bethesda, Md.

Everett, Mrs. Hugh, Jr., Alexandria, Va,

Funk, Mr. Edgar Hamilton Fair, Arlington, Va.

Galloway, Pipe Major, Wm. L. Kennedy, Washington, D, C.
* Denotes Visitors
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Gordon, Dr. and Mrs, Donald C., College Park, Md.

Gratton, Mrs Robert M., Jr., Ashland, Va.

Gregor, Mr, Edward K., Rochester, N. Y.

Gilliam, Mrs. Harry E., Lynchburg, Va.

Hamilton, Mrs. John W., (Susan E.) Eheart, Va.

Hill, Miss Regina Magruder, Washington, D. C.

*Hoffman, Mrs. Francis S. (C. D.), Arlington, Va.

Holmes, Mr and Mrs. Forrest S., College Park, Md.

Holmes, Forrest Holmes, Jr., College Park, Md.

Hord, Mrs. Allen S. (Helen Ewell), Ruckersville, Va.

Howe, Rev. Reuel Lanphier, Alexandria, Va.

*Hubbard, Mr. and Mrs. Frank W., Washington, D. C.

Hunter, Miss Amy Belle, Washington, D. C.

*Hunter, Francis Key, Washington, D. C.

*Kelley, Mr. and Mrs. Carl, W. University Park, Md.

*Kerr, Pianist, George M., Washington, D. C.

*Larkin, Mrs. Charles, Arlington, Va.

Laverty, Mrs. Jane Adams, Baltimore, Md.

*Lesher, Mrs. Margaret M., Washington, D. C.

Linson, Miss Dorothy Craig, Washington, D, C.

*Lescure, Mrs. Virginia Sence, Washington, D. C.

Lipscomb, Dr. and Mrs. Harold Robert, Alexandria, Va.

Lloyd, Mr. Richard L., Washington, D. C.

Loveless, Mrs. John Eldridge, Bethesda, Md.

Lummis, Miss Frances Lytle, Washington, D. C.

McCormick, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence William, University Park, Md
*McCormick, Mrs. Emma Warfield

McCormick, Mr. Robert Alexander

McDonald, Mrs. John G., Rockville, Md.

*McElroy, Drum Major, George, Washington, D. C.

McGehee, Ernest Clifford, Arlington, Va.

McGehee, Robert Clifford, Arlington, Va.

*McGregor, Col. and Mrs. Cecil M., Arlington, Va.

*McGregor, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. Arlington, Va.

Mackey, Miss Pauline L., Washington, D. C.

Magruder, Lieut.-General and Mrs. Carter Bowie, Fort Myer, Va.
Magruder, Chieftain, Daniel Randall Magruder, Hingham, Mass.
Magruder, Mr. Harry Augustine (Brother Eric, C.F.X.), Baltimore, Md.
Magruder, Mr. and Mrs, Herbert Thomas, Staten Island, N. Y.
Magruder, Miss Jane Beall, Washington, D. C.

Magruder, Commodore John Holmes, Jr., USN Ret, Waterford, Conn.
Magruder, Lieut. Colonel and Mrs Mrs. John Holmes, III, Arlington, Va.
Magruder, Mr. John Kennedy, Arlington, Va.

Magruder, Miss Marion V. Arlington, Va.

Magruder, Dr. and Mrs. Roger Gregory, Charlottesville, Va.
Magruder, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Garland, Jr., Arlington, Va.
Magruder, Mr. Warren Alexander Edward, Baltimore, Md.
Magruder, Mrs. Warren K., Baltimore, Md.

* Denotes Visitors
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Miller, Miss Martha Porter, Washington, D. C.
Milwit, Mr. Jacob, Washington, D. C.

Muncaster, Miss Emma Waters, Washington, D. C.
Murdock, Mr. and Mrs. James, Washington, D. C.

*Newman, Mr. Harry Wright, Washington, D. C.
Noble, Mrs. Dixie Maraman, Washington, D. C.
*Norris, Mrs. Forrest Alvin, Mt. Rainier, Md.

*Offutt, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J., Arlington, Va.
Owen, Mr., Claude Worthington, Washington, D. C.
Patterson, Andrew, Washington, D. C.

Poole, Miss Katherine Riggs, Washington, D. C.
Poole, Miss Martha Sprigg, Washington, D. C.

*Porter, Mrs. Charles W., Richmond, Va.

*Prince, Capt. and Mrs. Howard Riche, (Mary Bruce Mackall), Arlington, Va.
Rember, Mrs. Raymond F., Jr., Falls Church, Va.
Reynolds, Miss Anna Louise, Washington, D. C.

*Reynolds, Miss Julia S., Arlington, Va.

Rhoades, Mrs. Rex Hays, Washington, D. C.
Robertson, Miss Mary Victorine Key, Baltimore, Md.
Sessions, Mrs. Cornelia Magruder, Tampa, Florida

*Shands, Mrs. Alfred S., r., Washington, D. C.

*Smith, Mrs. Alma Guthrie, Washington, D. C.

*Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Edward F., representing the St. Andrew’s Society,

Washington, D. C.
Smith, Mrs. Josephine Lewis, Washington, D. C.
Stephens, Mrs. Nel, Fort Worth, Texas

*Stephenson, Mr. and Mrs. David C.

*Stone, Miss Lilly, Bethesda, Md.

Talbott, Mrs. William Randolph, Rockville, Md.
Taylor, Mr., and Mrs. Henry Magruder, Richmond, Va.
Taylor, Mr, David Higginbotham, Richmond, Va.
Thrift, Miss Elsie Magruder, Madison, Va.
van den Berg, Mrs. O. O., Washington, D. C,
Walde, Mrs. Ruth Ashley, Georgetown, D. C
Walker, Miss Letitia Dunnington, Silver Spring, Md
Walker, Miss Margaret Salisbury, Silver Spring, Md.
Waters, Mrs. Basil Worthington, Jr., Durwood, Md.

*Waters, Miss Laura Ann, Durwood, Md.

*Webb, Col. Willard, Washington, D. C.

Wells, Dr. Walter Augustine, Georgetown, D. C.

*Willis, Mrs. Florence C., Washington, D. C.

*Wood, Miss Eleanor MacGregor, Washington, D. C.
Wood, Mrs. Grace MacGregor, Washington, D. C.
Woolf, Miss Elsie Kenzie, Washington, D. C.

*Woolf, Miss Marie, Washington, D. C.

* Denotes Visitors
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URGENT!
To be included in your Last Will and Testament:

I GIVE, DEVISE AND BEQUEATH TO THE ENDOW-
MENT FUND OF THE AMERICAN CLAN GREGOR
SOCIETY,INCORPORATED, A CORPORATION ORGA-
NIZED UNDER THE LAWS OF THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA, THE SUM OF §




