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PRO CEEDI NGS OF THE G ATHERI NG OF 1932

TH URSDAY, O CTOB ER 20, 3 P. M.
The twent y-th ird gathering of the American Clan G regor So

ciety was called to order by the Chiefta in at 3 P. M .
In the absence of the Scribe, Mr. J . Bowie Ferneyhough was reo

quested to act as Scribe, pro te m ,
The report of the Scribe, M r. Kenneth Dan n Magruder, was read

by M r. Robert Lee Magruder.
Mrs, O. O. van den'B erg, the Regist rar , read her report, which

showed nineteen new members added during the year.
The Histori an , Miss M ary Therese Hill, read her report. Miss

Hill also read a memorial sketch of Mrs. Laura M agrud er Peter.
A memorial sketch of M rs. Robert Lee Magrud er, Sr., by Mr.

Robert Lee Magrud er , Jr., was read by Mr. C. C. M agrud er.
The report of the Treasurer was read by that office r, Mr. J ohn

E. l\1uncaster. H is report showed the receipts and expenditures of
the society to be as follows:

R ECEIPTS
Contri butions $100.00
Receip ts fr om Dues 4-71.00
Sales of Year Books 16.00
Lif e M embership 25.00

$612.00
E XPENDITUR ES

Printing and Posta ge $ 72.4-7
Paid on 1930 Yea r Book 222.82

Paid on 1931 Year Book. 325.97
$621.26

The report of the Editor showed that the Year Book for 1931
had been issued, a copy mailed to each active member, and a supply
placed in the hands of the Treasurer for sale to those who desire to
purchase them.

Miss Mary M agruder gave an interesting account of her recent
visit to the M acGregor country in Scotla nd and exhibited pictures
of the scenes visited.

A sketch, "lHy MacGregor Ancestors," by M rs. J. O. Henkel,
was read by Mr. J. Bowie Ferneyhough.

The Chieft ain then called on Mr. G. C. W. Magruder for a talk
and a song which were enjoyed by the gathering.

The Chieftain announced the meeting at Mount Vernon tomorrow
and gave the bus schedule for the trip.

On motion the gathering was adjourned.

O CTOB ER 20, 6 P. M.
A buffet supper at $1.50 a plate was enjoyed by nearly fifty

members of the society at the Willard H otel. This meeting afforded
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the member s an opportunity for meetin g in a social way, and many
new friend ships were made at this hour. The desire was expressed
that this feature should form a part of future gatherings.

OCTOBER 20, 8:15 P. M.
The attending members of the American Clan Gregor Society

were the guests of the Prince Georges County Bi-Centennial Com
mittee and the Magruder Chapter, D. A. R., at the dedication of the
Bi-Centennial Marker , which had been donated by the Magruder
Chapter to Prince Georges County.

The Rev. E. M. Thompson dedicated the marker, and Mr. C. C.
Magrud er delivered the historical addre ss. A short address was also
made by Mr. John M. Gibbs, Director State and City Organizations,
U. S. Bi-Centennial Commission.

Immediately followin g the dedication ceremonies the evening ses
sion of the American Cl an Gregor Society was called to order by the
Chieftain.

A paper, "General J ohn Bankhead Magruder and Hi s Texas
Campaign," by Mr. Henry M. Taylor, was read by the author.

Mrs. Maryel Alpina MacGregor M agruder and Ernest Pendleton
Magruder, j r., of Balquihidder, Scotland, were presented to the gath
ering. Mr. Magruder made a short address of greet ing.

A paper, "The Life and Murder of Lloyd Magruder," by Miss
Hel en W olfe, was read by Mr. Herbert Thomas Magruder.

Additional announcements regarding the ceremonies at Mount
Vernon were made by the Chieftain.

During the evening the gather ing was entertained by Miss Colma
lone M yers and Master Waring Gantt Myers in Scotch dances and
by songs by the gathering led by Miss Emma Muncaster.

On motion the gathering was adjourned.

FRIDAY, OCTOB ER 21, 1932

At 2 :30 P. M. the members of the American Cl an Gregor Society
gathered on the lawn at Mount Vernon and moved to the white pine
tree planted at the 1931 gathering. With approp riat e remarks the
members placed around the small tree ear th from the State Capitols
of each State in which there are member s of the society.

FRIDAY, OCTOB ER 21, 8 P. M.
T he meeting was called to order by the Chieftain, who read his

annual address.
On motion, a rising vote of thanks was extended the Bard, Mr.

Kenneth Dann Magruder, for his excellent work in edit ing and
publishing "The Bard's Note s."
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A sketch, "Alexand er 's Landing" was read by the author, l\1r.
Herbert Thomas Magruder.

A sketch, "Highland Justice," was read by the author, Miss
Evelyn Magruder Marshall.

On motion of Mr. Henry Magruder Taylor , seconded by Mr.
E. H . D e] arne tte, the followin g officers were elected for the ensuing
year :

EGB ERT W ATSON M AGRUD ER __Chi eftain
H ERB ERT THOM AS M AGRUD EL _ _ Ranking D eputy Chiej tain
M ARION M YRL H ARR ISON Scribe

MRS. O. O. VAN DEN'B ERG -Registrar
MISS M ARY THERESE HILL Historian
J OH N EDWIN MU NCA ST EIL. Treasur er
JOHN BOWIE FER N EYH OUGH Editor
REV. ENOCH M AGRUDER THoMPsoN .Cllaplain
A LEXANDER MU NCASTER Chancellor

DR. STEUART BROWN MU NCASTER_ __ Surgeon
MRS. AN NE W AD E SH ERIFF D eputy Scribe

During thi s election Mr. Robert Lee Magruder was Temporary
Chairman.

On motion of Mrs. Anne Wade Sheriff, a vote of thanks was
given the two ret ir ing office rs for their untiring interest and successful
labors in behalf of the society.

A paper, "Sir Walter Scott and the MacGregors," by Miss Alice
Maude Ewell , was read by Mr. Robert Lee Magruder.

Mrs. William Wolff Smith gave an interestin g lecture on the life
of Sir Walter Scott, whi ch was illustrated by lantern slides show ing
the l\;lacGregor country and illustrations fr om "T he Lady of the
Lake."

The announcement of the appointive officers and committees was
made by the Chieftain.

A resolution signed by ten active members of the society was pre
sented for adoption and seconded by Mr. H erbert Thomas Magruder.
After some discussion the following resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED: That Section I, Rule VII , of Rules of the American Clan
Gregor Society be amended to read as follows : "T he Society sha ll hold an
annu al ga the ri ng on the third consecut ive Friday and Saturday in every
Octob er in the city of Wash ingt on, D. C."

A resolution signed by ten active members of the society was of
fered for adoption and seconded by Mr. Robert Lee Magruder.
There was no objection, and the followin g resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED : That the price of Year Books, as fixed by Rule XXIX, be
am end ed to read as follow s: " for sa le to member s at on e dollar a copy and
to non -member s at one dollar and fifty cent s a copy."

On motion of 1\1 r. Pinkney Magruder , a rising vote of thanks was
extended the committ ee who arranged for this gathering and to the
management of the \Vill ard H otel for their hospitality.
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T he musical select ions which were a part of the gather ing were
grea tly enjoyed. J ack Bowie sang " M acG regors G ath ering" and
" Mary of Ar gyle," with Mr. Willson at the piano.

IVIr. MacG regor Brown sang "T he Auld Scotch Songs" and "T he
Bonnie Banks of Loch Lomond," with M rs. M yers at the piano.

Miss Emma M uncaster sang "T here's a Mac Sticking on to
His Na me," and also led the gathering in singing "Auld L ang Syne,"
"Roaming in the G loaming," " Coming Through the Rye," and other
songs.

With a benediction by the Ch aplain, the Rev. Enoch M agruder
Thompson, the 1932 G athering was adjourned.

J. BOWIE FERN EYHOUGH ,
Scribe, pro tern.

" M T . LUBENTIA"
The official sprig 0 ' pine for the Bi-Centennial gathering of

American Clan Gregory Society was cut from "M t. Lubentia," for
merly "Norway," part of " Largo," which last named property was
patented by Col. N inian Beall in 1686, and conveyed by Captain
Enoch M agrud er to his son, Denis Magruder, Captain in the W ar
of 1812, in 1779. This was owned by William Beall Bowie, great
great-grandson of Capt ain En och M agruder.

" M t. Lub enti a" was once lived in by the Rev. J onathan Boucher ,
Rector of St. Barnabas' Church, Leeland , Prince Georges County,
M aryland, who there conducted a boys' school called by his scholars
"Castle M agruder."

Among his pupils was J ohn Parke Custis, familiarly known as
"Jackie Custis," son of M artha W ashington , whom she and George
Washington frequentl y visited. There has recentl y been placed on
this propert y a Bi-Centenni al marker reading:

" ]VI T. L UB ENTIA"

P ATENT ED BY N IN IAN B EALL AS L ARGO, 1686
(K NOW N AS CASTLE M AGRUDER)

\ V H ERE LIV ED R EV. J ONATH AN B OUCH ER

TUTOR TO "J ACKIE" CUSTIS.

G EORGE AN D M ARTH A W ASHI NGTON

NELLY AND J OH N P ARKE C USTIS

B ENEDICT CALVERT AND R OBERT EDE N,

L AST R OYAL GOV ERNOR OF M ARYLAND,

\V ERE H ERE SE PTEMBE R 4 , 5, 1772.

W ASHI NGTON

W AS ALSO H ERE SE PTEM BER 6, 7,

O CTOBER 4, 1 0, 1772, AND A PRI L 12, 1773

George W ashington Bi-Centennial, 1932
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Mi ss M ary Mayne, 156 "I" St ., Salt Lake, U tah.

M rs. John Davis Micks, Box 92, Orange, Va.

Wm. Thomas Killam, 1320 Ch ihuahua St., Laredo, T exas.

Mrs. Edward Dean Fu gitt, Seat Pleasant , Md.

Ruth Thornton M agruder , 1752 Columbia Road, Washing
ington, D. C.

John Beavers M agrud er, 1752 Columbia Road, Washington,
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Oli ver Graham M agruder, Jr., 1752 Columbia Road, W ash-
ington, D . C.

Mrs. Irvin M yers, 12536 N. G reen Sr., Ottumwa, Iowa.
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Miss Evelyn Magruder Marshall, 2510 Q s-, N. W., W'ash
ington, D . C.

Philip Brooke Magrud er, 2303 Rosewood Ave., Richmond,Va.

Mrs. Frederick H. Baugh, 207 Woodlawn Road, Roland
Park, Baltimore , Md.

Ninian Edward Beall, Jr., 305 W. Franklin St., Richmond,
Vir ginia.

Mrs. George Brick Smith (Lucille Kemp Alexander), Box
665, Newport New s, Va.

George Brick Smith, Box 665, Newport News, Va.

Mrs. H enry Laurie Smith (Mary H awes Tyler) , Ashland,
Virginia.

M rs. Powhatan W orth J ones (Eliza Marshall T yler) ,
"Gw athmey," Ashland, Va.

709a Mrs. Herb ert Thomas Magrud er (Dorothy Wemple), 20
Walnut St., "Vest New Brighton, Stat en Island, N. Y.

698m
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ANNUAL ADDRESS OF THE CHIEFTAIN

EGB ERT W. M AGRUDER, VIRGINIA

M y F ellow Clansmen:
I wish to thank all of the officers, committee chairmen and mem

bers of the various committees for the splendid work they have done
and the hearty support they have rendered me. The spirit of coopera
tion shown throughout the year has been splendid. The success of thi s
meeting has been due to the fine work and cooperation of your officers
and commit tee members. From the fine program you have enjoyed
and are to enjoy you can see for your selves how well th e Program
Committee has done. The excellent Year Book you have received
speaks for the fine work of our Editor. The Scribe has been an in
defatigable wo rker and I am certa inly sor ry that circumstances were
such as to prevent his attendin g this gathering. The decorations of
this hall show wh at the Committee on Decorations has achieved. I
know you all enjoyed last night th e good work of Mrs. Sher iff and
her committee in arranging for our buffet supper, and I hope you were
pleased with this innovati on in our progr am. Our faithful Treasurer
has done well, as usual and, as a result, our finances are in bett er shape
than last year, but still th ey are not in as good condition as they should
be, nor as good as they ought to be. If all of our members would pay
up, the Treasurer's report would be very differ ent. Our Historian
and Regist rar have done splendid work and the great increase in our
membership (19 new members) has been due largely to their fine
work. For the fine music we have had we have Miss Helen Gantt,
Miss E mma Muncaster and their co-workers to thank, and a little
later you are to enj oy our own J ack 'Bowie.

Our finances ar e something which require our careful considera
tion, for without suffic ient fund s to take care of our publications and
various incident al expenses connected with the Clan, we cannot hope
to keep the Society in good running order. If the members would
only pay their dues we would not have the slightest difficult y, but
there are so many who do not pay and many others who have to be
w ritten to several times before they will respond. I wish to ask each
and every member present to see the Treasurer before leaving, and I
hope those who are absent will respond as soon as a noti ce is received
from the T reasur er. H ereafter it will be absolutely necessary for a
member of the Cl an to pay his or her dues in order to remain in the
Cl an, for if the dues are not paid within a specified time, the rules
of the Society will be st rictly enforced and members will be dropped
fr om the roll of the Society.

Last year in my address I made certa in recommendations, some of
wh ich have been put into effect. The buffet supper last night , which
proved such a success, was the outcome of one of the recommendat ions
and I hope that you will consider it worth perpetuating.

The " Bard's Notes," whi ch I hope each one of you here has re-



P ROCEEDI NGS OF TWENTY-THIRD A N NUAL G ATHERI NG 13

ccived and enjoyed, is another of the recommendations. I believe the
"Bard's Notes" will prove the best thin g we could do to cement our
membership and to keep it alive and acti ve, and to keep the widespread
membership in touch with one ano ther. The Bard has received a grea t
many letters of approval , and I have heard nothing but praise for th e
"Notes." In thi s connection, I wish to give the Bard, Kenneth D ann
Magruder, the entire credit for the success of the "Notes." H e has
done all the work, whi ch has been tremendou s, of collectin g the ma
terial , having the "Notes" published and dist ributed, and I think he
deserves a rising vote of thank s from the entire membership, and all
who think so will please rise. (I thank you.) I hope all of you will
give him your hearty suppor t and coopera t ion and furn ish him with
every item of new s you can find concern ing yourself or other members
of the Clan, or anything pertaining to the IVl acG regors, for one man
cannot do it all.

Another recommendation had to do with the finances, to whi ch I
have already referred, and in addition I wish to say that in ord er
to pay for the publicati on of the " Bard's No tes," an addit ional 75
cents per year will have to be contri buted by the members unl ess the
membership will pay up much better than it has done in the past.
M any new members have joined this year and if they, together with
the old members, would pay their regular dues promptly, the extra
amount for the " Bard 's No tes" would not be required. H owever,
until another year we cann ot tell how well the membership will pay
and, consequently , we will have to call on all those who value the
" Bard's Notes" to contribute 75 cents per year for its publi cation.
This cont ribut ion, however, is entirely volunta ry. The publi cation of
the two issues whi ch have been sent out and the fund s for the publi
cat ion of the next issue, which are now in hand , have been volunta r ily
subscribed and but for the very generous subscriptions of several mem
bers we would not have had the fund s to publi sh the two issues, nor
would we have the fund s to publi sh the next. One of our Ch art er
M embers, wh o has always been deeply int erested in the Cl an, but was
prevented from attending thi s ga ther ing on account of a death in the
famil y, was generous enough to subscribe $35.00, and another mem
ber, who has previously mad e tw o very hand some donations to the
Clan, gave $ 10.00. With the example of those members before us, I
think each one of us could at least give 75 cents to pay for the publi
cati on of the "Bard's Notes."

N early everyone is economizin g now on account of the depression,
but "A MacGregor despite them shall flourish forever." The tim e of
depression and st ress is the time wh en character and true wo rth always
comes to the front and asserts itself. A g reat deal has been heard and
read recentl y about the failure of the Am erican business and profes
sional men to measure up, during the tr ying period through whi ch
we have gone and ar e st ill going, to the high ethical and moral stand
ar d about which we boasted so much during prosper ity.
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There is a widespread opinion throughout the land that many of
our business leaders have disclosed a sad lack of character-that price
less combination of honor and integrity-so vit al in all human rela
t ionships. This was very pointedly stated recentl y by Kenneth Collins,
Vice-P resident of R. H . Macy & Company, N ew York, operators of
one of the nation's largest department stores, in which he charged
boldly and flatly:

"For now that the veneer of pr osp erity ha s been scra tched off, now that
men a re findin g that each da y's problems dem and some sor t of honest un 
flinchin g resolution, we lind that character is an attribute that is sing ular ly
lacking in many of our so-ca lled 'business leaders.' In time s of pro sperity it
was not difficult for any man to put up a bold front. It wa s not hard to do
the charitable thing, to make the generous ges ture, to be co-operative, to
stick to principles, to adopt altruistic methods. But, unfortunately, we are
findi ng toda y that most of these attitudes were simply gestures, and made
for the sake of seeking applause and without any sincere idealism behind
them. Fr om thi s high and mighty position in which character appeared to
be real-but was actually painted on from the paint-pail of pro speri ty-there
has been an ignominiou s descent . You may say that it is not easy to maintain
a strict code of ethics, of integrity, of character, wh en your particular busi
ness is th reat ened with d isa ster . Ther e is only one answ er to that sta tement.
We must all reali ze that character and the capacity to sta rv e go hand in
hand . W e must all furth er realize that if a busine ss cannot proc eed on a
found ati on of charact er, it is a ra cket and not a busin ess. If, however, your
busin ess is a business, even though it ha s suffered re al ad versity, honest effort s
are th e only possibl e ways out of your dil emma. And in th e end you will still
have your character and your business, which is more import ant than ha ving
your busin ess and the loss of your character."

Mr. Collins may have taken an extreme view, but I think all will
acknowledge that there has been a moral let-down during this period
of adversity, hard times and deprivation. Character has faced a severe
test in recent years and in too many cases it has succumbed to temp
tation.

We Americans for many long years have looked on material suc
cess as the highest possible attainment. We have boasted of doing
everything in a bigger and better way' than our rivals in other lands.
There is a little story that is typical of this national characterist ic.
Five writers from five different countries went to Africa on an
elephant hunt. On their return to their respective homes, each wrote
an article of his experiences.

The En glishman called his art icle "What the British Empire Has
Done for the Elephant."

The German chose for his title "The Elephant and His Habitat
and H abits-His Place in G erman y's Comm ercial Expansion."

The Russian put it: "Two Years' Study of the Elephant - Is
There Such an Elephant?"

The French writer's work discussed "T he Elephant and His Love
Affairs."
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The American 's story bore the character istic title, " Bigger and
Better Elephants."

In times of stress, hardship, and financial st r ingency men are prone
to yield to temptation and to cut corners, and to resort to sharp prac
tices that they would not consider for a second if they did not feel
the pinch of want. But, after all, character-that stable and lasting
combination of honor and integrit y in man-springs from and finds
its inspiration in the teachings of the Bible. Its root , if it is to stand
up und er the storms and stra ins of modern life, and not fall before the
heavy blows of rigorous times like these, must be deeply imbedded in
religion. The American M acGregors are a religious people. There
fore, they should set an example to others as to how the storms and
stress of the present times should be met.

It is our solemn and bounden duty to make a good fight , to build
and maintain among the men with whom we come in contact character
that will endure against all the insidious and powerful forces that seek
to tear it down. A M acGregor should never be sat isfied to grow
weary in well doing. Carryon the good work in as broad and as wide
a field as possible. There is many a weak and weary soul who may
be on the brink of moral disaster who can be brou ght back by a word
spoken in season, or by your example in meetin g the condit ions with
fort itude and bravery.

The MacGregors in the centuries in which they had to fight for
their existence against a hostile government, against foes on every side,
against a rigorous climate and against all sorts of hardships, showed a
courage, a steadfastness, and a character which was capable of and
did meet and overcome all sorts of adversities. Their American de
scendants are also noted for their courage and steadfas tness and now,
during the stress of the present hard times which are not to be com
pared with what the old M acGregors had to endure and overcome, is
the time for all American M acGregors to show their coura ge, their
faith, their honesty, and steadfastness of purpo se, and to set an ex
ample to others as to how to bring success out of the present depre ssed
conditions.

I t is, therefore, up to you, sons and daughters of the MacGregors,
to live up to your noble heritage and to prove not only " M acG regor
despite them shall flouri sh forever," but because of the MacGregors
others may live bett er lives, achieve greater success, and the nation at 
tain higher ideals.
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REMARKS OF TH E CHIEFTAI N AT THE M AcGREGOR
PINE I N CON NECTION ·W IT H THE SP RINKLING

OF THE SOIL FROM TH E VA RIO US STATES,
OCTOBER 21, 1932

E. W. M AGRUDER, CHI EFTAIN

Last year our honored member, Caleb Clarke Magruder, pro
posed that the American Clan Gregor Society plant a pine tree at
M ount Vernon to commemorate the Bi-Centennial of G eorge Wash
ington's birth , and that this t ree come from Glenmore, the home of
our first Chieftain, Edward M . M agruder. This was carr ied out and
all who were present remember what an enjoyable time we had. Again
from Caleb Clarke Magruder's fer t ile brain came the suggestion that
the Clan this year have the D eputy Chiefta ins of the various Sta tes in
which we have members secure a sample of soil from the Capitol
grounds of thei r States and have it here at this gathering wh en, in
the presence of the assembled Clan, this soil be sprinkled around the
pine in order that each State may have a part and parcel in the nour 
ishment and growth of the :Mac G regor pine at M ount Vernon, and
thus have a grea ter interest in this our memorial pine, and be drawn
nearer to Washington and to the great ideals for which he stood. \-Ve
are, therefore, assembled here today to apply the soil. There are
twenty-five Sta tes and the Di stri ct of Columbia in which we have
MacG regors living who are members of the Society and we have
soil from each of them, secured, with a few exceptions, by the D eputy
Chieftains of those States. I regret very greatly that all of the D eputy
Chieft ains are not here to apply the soil, but when they are not , the
soil will be applied by some member of that State or, if there is no
representat ive of the State, some member of the Clan will perform
th is service.

The order in which the soil is to be applied will be governed in
the case of "T he O riginal 13" Sta tes by the date the Federal Consti
tution was adopted by that State. In the case of the rest of the States,
by the dat e of their admittance into the Union. I will now call the
roll of the Sta tes in that order and the representative of each State
will then step forward, apply the soil, and recite a few lines appropri ate
to that State . The following is the order with the names of the D eputy
Ch ieftains, and in case the D eputy Chieftain is not present , the name
of the representat ive of that State who will spr inkle the earth and give
the approp riate sentiment.

P ENNSYLVANIA [1 787] : Mrs. Robert Roland Stabler, Deputy Chief
tain, who gave the following:

(This soil was tak en from in fr ont of th e library at Harr isbur a. )

Pennsylvania I Thy soil I sprinkle I
Hallowed by th e footsteps of the patriots of '76,

Trod by th e Father of our Country at th e tim e of his
greatest d epr ession.
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GEORGIA [1788J : George Milton Magruder, Deputy Chieftain. Mr.
Robert Lee Magruder gave the following:

As we sprinkle the soil from Georgia
W ith the soil from each fair State,

May the hopes and aim s of Clan smen all
Be united on thi s date.

A nob le tree for a noble Clan,
May it flouri sh year by yea r,

And become a monument of streng th
To the principles we hold most dear.

MASSACH USETTS [1788J: Professor Calvert Magruder, Deputy
Chieftain. Miss Mary Randall M agruder gave the following:

Ense petit plaeidam
Begin s our ancient scroll,

And by the sword these acres broad
H eld freedom of the soul

For us and for our fa th ers,
And theirs for long before.

Not wi llin gly would they or we
Yi eld title to thi s shore.

· Of right is Massachusett s
Part yours by Pil grim strain,

But what good Scot so far forgot
As Sassenach to claim ?

Yet smoke of Scotti sh fir es
From Massachusetts roofs

On hill and down, in many a town
Shows Scotl and's titl e proofs.

Her peop le came in friendship
With us they've tilled and pla nned .

MacGregor's quest need not be pressed:
Our best, yours to command.

So Chieftain, te ll you r kinsmen
T hey honor us, and we

From State House ground, be met e and bound
This parcel grant in fee.

MARYLAND [ 1788J: :M rs. Mary Sprigg Belt Magruder ' -Vade,
Deputy Chieftain. William Pinkney Magruder gave the following:

In beha lf of the Clan Gregor Society of America I present this
soil which was taken from the Capitol grounds at Annapolis, Md.,
the home sta te of Al exander Magruder, where many nava l students
have trod an d where now pre side s a ma n who loves his Sta te and his
peop le, and who is one of the greatest men in the Un ited States,
Governor A lbert C. Ri tchie .

SOUTH CAROLINA [1 788J : J ohn Thomas W hiteman F lint, D eputy
Ch iefta in. J ohn Bowi e Ferneyhough gave the following:

South Carolina, small of area, but la rge in glorious history, offers
this soil from her Capitol at Columbia as her tribute to the MacGregor
pine at the home of Virginia ' s matchless son. May his memory be
commingled in the hearts of a ll MacGregor s as thi s memento sha ll
be with her historic soil.

- T his refers to th e fad that Calvert llfaaruder is descended on his
moth er's side from Governor Bradford of Massachusetts,
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VIRGI NIA [1788J : Mrs. William H . Ma gruder Stewart, Deputy
Chiefta in, gave the following:

Virginia sends as her gift to the MacGregor pine a t Mount
Vernon, the home of her own son, George Washington, soil from
her three noted capitals.

From Jamestown : Where in 1607 the first permanent En gli sh
settlement in America wa s established. This soil wa s taken from
nea r the old House of Burgesses, where in 1619 the first re prese nta
tive assembly in America wa s held.

From Williamsb urg: W hich beca me th e Capital of the Common
wea lth in 1699. This soil is from in front of the Hou se of Burgesses,
in which some of Virginia's most distinguished sons made laws and
in which Washin gton sat as a member from 1758-1774. Through th e
generosity of Jo hn D. Rockefeller, J r., this old Capitol has been re
built on the original found ation and now sta nds exac tly as it wa s
originally.

From Richmond: Which becam e the Ca pita l of the Sta te in 1780.
This soil wa s take n from in front of the Capitol Buildi ng, erected
according to a mode l of a Roman temp le sent by J efferson fro m
France, and which wa s also the Capitol of the Confederate Sta tes
of America.

Ma y the soil from these historic spots give stre ngt h and vigor to
the M acGregor pine so th at it may withstand the storms of adversity
as the M acGregors ha ve withstood them at home and abroad th rough
th e ages.

NEW YORK [ 1788J: Herbert T homas Magruder, D eputy Chieftain,
gave the following:

This ea rth
Is from that histor ic place,
The Heights of Long Island ;
Where,
On August 27th, 1776,
That heroic band of 400 Marylanders,
Though losing mor e tha n half of their comrades,
H eld back
Five times th eir numb er
Of Genera l Howe' s seaso ned British troops;
T hus saving George Washington's army;
And turning rout into an orderly retreat.
T houg h New York was lost,
T he America n Army was saved.
Ge neral W ashingt on many time s praised
T he Maryla nders
As soldiers on whom he could re ly.

They stood their ground-this ground,
An d made it glorious I

(Written August 27, 1932, the 156/h A nniversary 0/
the day that hallowed this ground. )

I also bri ng soil from th e Capitol grounds at Albany to help add
vigor to the MacGregor pine.
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NORTH CAROLINA [1 789] : Mrs. Edwin Klutts Creech, Deputy
Chieftain . Mrs. William S. Patterson gave the following:

From the Tarhee l State of the long leaf pine,
We send thi s ric h soil to our memorial shri ne.
So take it as a perfect g if t,
T o help the pin e large branch es to lift.
And may thi s tree g row strong and tall
And offer shad e to each and a ll.

RHODE ISLAND [1790] : Lt.-Col. Marshall Magruder, Deputy Chief
tain. Ernest Pendleton M agruder gave the following :

From the historic old Capital (Newport ) of Rhode Island, the
home of Governor Coddington, Oliver Hazard Perry, and the head
quarters of Rochambeau, a bit of soil also hon or ed by Washington
and Lafayette. It holds in it s tend er cla sp the mortal remains of
Chevalier de Tiernay as we ll as ma ny of our own illustrious dead.
The "Sons of the Earth," having been ble st by the pre sence and spir it
of heroes of our pa st, send with a g ra teful memory a few grains of
our native earth to help nourish the MacGregor pine at Mount
Vernon. Our pride in the soil is so gre at we send but a small offer 
ing, we ll knowing the effect of its potency if but one root of the tr ee
is nourished.

KENTUCKY [1792]: Mrs. Robert Lee Stout, D eputy Chieftain.
(Soil furnish ed by Edward F. Birckhead, Jr.)

Kentucky, the oldest daughter of Vir ginia, when a wi lderness
exp lored by Washington, sends soil from her Ca pitol g rounds at
Frankford to help nourish the M acGregor pine at Mount Vernon and
cau se it to flouri sh as the noted K entucky blu e g rass.

TEN NESS EE [1796]: Dr. Miriam Magruder Drane, Deputy Chief-
tain. Mrs. John E. Muncaster gave the followin g:

With thi s soil my State of T enne ssee
Send s homa ge to Clan Gregor 's tre e ;
So ma y the Clansmen ever pre ss ahead
Recei vin g insp iration from the nob le dead,
Holding, as always, their standa rds high
And continue to excel a s the yea rs go by.

OHIO [ 1803]: Marion M yrl Harrison, Deputy Chieftain, gave the
followin g :

I bring thi s soil fr om the Capitol at Columbus, Ohio. In the da ys
of Geor ge Washin gt on the plac e where thi s soil lay w as in the mid st
of a wi lderness. By his efforts and v ision and with the aid of our
anc estor s, thi s wilde rn ess ha s become a pro sperous land, the home of
mi llion s.

I spread thi s soil as a tribute f rom the Ohio descendants of
A lexander Magruder.
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LOUISIANA [1812]: Thomas M agruder Wade, Deputy Chieftain.
John E. M uncaster gave the following:

T his soil is from the historic site of Loui siana's new Capitol,
w here w as located the earli est fort in th e Loui siana territory, over
w hich hover s the roma nce of the strugg le for th e supremacy of th e
Mi ssissippi Vall ey. These gro unds are north of Baton Rouge and
overlook the Mi ssissippi Ri ver , a nd we re occupi ed success ive ly by
th e armed battalions of Fr anc e, En gland , Spain and America.

He re, in 1779, th e Spa nish und er G alvez we re captured by the
Briti sh, and her e in 1810 the pin e wood smen and flat boatsmen of
Oh io, und er Philemon T homas, ca ptured and killed G randpre, th e
Spa nish commander, and thu s wrested W est Flor ida from Spain.

Her e most of the pr omin ent officers in the United States Army
since the Revolution did du ty, such as Wilkin son, the first Wade
H ampto n, G ain es, J essup and Taylor . H ere W ingfield Scott, con
queror of Mexico, saw his first mil ita ry service. H ere Lafayette w as
received, and later Andrew Jackson. H er e was the home of Zachary
Taylor, hero of Buen a Vista . H ere in 1861 the Louisiana Sta te
G uard, befor e the secession of Loui siana, took the ga r riso n and ar
sen al fr om the Unit ed Sta tes tro ops. H ere in 1862 Gener al Brecken
ridge, th e Confederate Gener al , fought a desp erate ba ttl e w ith the
Union a rmy and na vy und er Williams and Farra gut.

These gr ounds w ere trodden by most of th e di stin gui shed gen
era ls in tbe War Betwe en the States fr om both sides, such as Lee and
Grant, Sherman and Jackson, McClellan and Johnson, etc., a nd al so
by Clay and Calhoun, J efferson Da vis, and Abr ah am Linco ln.

"Loose thy shoes f rom off thy feet, for the plac e whe reo n thou
sta ndes t is holy ground."

M ay thi s histori c soil st rengthen and give vi gor to MacGregor 's
pi ne.

M ISSISSIPPI [1817]: Admiral Thomas Pickett Magrud er, Deputy
Chieftain. (S oil furn ished by J. '17. O w ens.) Mrs. Je ssie Waring
Gantt M yers gave the following :

Mi ssissippi , located on the Father of W at er s, sends some of th e
soil from its Capitol g rounds to min gle with th e soil at the home of
th e Fath er of Hi s Country, to give strength and stabili ty to the Ma c
Gregor pine that it ma y resist the storms of tim e.

ILLINOIS [1818]: M rs. Arthur Brown, Deputy Chieftain. Egbert
Watson M agrud er gave the following:

Illinois, a d au ghter of Virginia, sends to her mother, to the home
of the Father of His Country, and to the MacGregor 's pine g reetings,
and may the rich soil of the Prairie State add size, v igor, a nd' long
life to MacGregor' s pin e so that the memory of our Clan will ever be
kept green and f ragrant.

ALABAMA [1819]: Dr. Thomas V. Magruder, Deputy Chieftain .
Mrs. Mary S. B. M. Wade gave the following:

Alab ama , here we rest. May the soil from restfu l A labama cau se
the MacGregor pin e to grow to such proportions that all ma y obtain
re st under its branches.
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MAINE [1820]: Alva "V. Gregory, Deputy Chieftain. Miss Mary
Magruder gave the following:

Maine, the Pine Tree Sta te, whe re pin es gr ow to perfection,
tak es pleasure in sending some of her soil, which is exactly suite d to
the growth of the pine , to Mount Vernon with the assurance that it
will add to MacGregor 's pine, size, stre ng th, endura nce and longevity.

MISSO URI [1821]: Miss Gertrud e Owen Pendleton, Deputy Chief
tain. Mrs. Marion Myrl Harrison gave the following:

May thi s tr ee grow in th is Mi ssou ri soil a s love for the Father
of Our Country grows in the hearts of all Mi ssourians.

MICHIGAN [ 1837]: Mrs. Roy P. Grant, D eputy Chieftain. Miss
Emma W. M uncaster gave the following:

Mi chigan was a wilderness
\ Vhen W ashin gton cr ossed th e Dela ware,

Indians and t rappers made their living
By kill ing animals there.

The trees of the for est we re ra r e,
Grand and sublime,

But they, too, wer e felled,
In the cou rse of tim e.

Now I, as Depu ty Chi eftain
Of Michigan, in line

Dep osit thi s ea rth at th e roots
Of our memoria l pine.

FLORIDA [1845]: Mrs. Mabel Magruder Permenter, Deputy Chief
tain . Elliott H. Dejarnette gave the following:

Florida sends some soil from the Capit ol g rounds to be min gled
with that of her sister Sta tes to nourish the MacGregor pin e at
M ount Vernon, wh ere lies the Fath er of Our Country; and as the
soil from a ll the States is uni ted in our tree, so may the spirit of the
MacGregors be always united in the grand purpose of the g reatest
good for fello w Clan smen. Let us rem ember that the foundation
principle of the Clan w as the ste rn duty of mutual help in order to
maintain their place in the sun, so we Clan smen should carry out this
spir it, and whenever in lif e we find Cla nsmen who ca n supply us
with service on equal terms with others we should giv e them the
preference, and thu s show our loyalty to the Clan and kin and main
tain the MacGregor traditions.

T EXAS [ 1845]: Will iam T homas Killa m, Depu ty Chieftain. Marion
M yrl Harrison gave the following:

Texas, the Lone Star Sta te. May this soil from Texas, the larg
est of the Sta tes, cau se MacGregor's pine to grow to be th e la rgest of
trees.

CALIFORNIA [1850] : Mrs. Geor ge Silas Rees, Deputy Chieftain.
Mrs. J ohn Bowie Ferne yhough gave the following :

I am the earth from the Go lden West
\Vh er e the g reat sequoias grow,

I come to mingle with the soil from other States,
And help the MacGregor pine to grow.
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WEST VIRGINIA [1863] Miss Martha Jane Silver, Deputy Chieftain.
Mrs. George B. Vest gave the following:

From our soil stored with historic memories and laden with
beauty we bring this token to the MacGregor pine on the sacred
grounds of Mount Vernon.

UTAH [1896]: Miss Mary Mayne, Deputy Chieftain. Herbert
Thomas Magruder gave the followin g:

(A soliloquy 0/ a grain 0/ soil.)

White cloud s float high in azure sky,
O'er Utah's wondrous valleys;

And on they sail, like ships on high,
'Round hooded peak s to rally.

Then down to earth they drop a tear
To tell the soil so rich

To send a bit of self, so dear,
To fill an Ea stern Niche.

So it seems my fate to leave my home,
The place I love so well,

In far-off Ea stern States to roam,
With Clan Gregor then to dwell.

One end of the ra inbow in Utah dip s,
One on the Eastern Shore,

And nectar from the golden cup each sips,
Making us one for evermore.

OKLAHOMA [1907] : George Corbin Washington Magruder, Deputy
Chieftain, gave the following:

I bring soil from the Capitol grounds of Oklahoma, from the
grounds of the Carnegie Library of Oklahoma City, which my
brother Arthur staked in the famou s run of 1889, and from Wake
field,· the birthplace of Washin gton. Our dear little pine, we are
happy to meet around you again and we look upon you with pride.
Your beautiful green coat bespeak s the care and attention g iven you
by Colonel Dod ge and his helpers. Ma y the loving contributions of
Mother Earth which we have spread help you to grow strong and
erect- heavenw ard- as your arms st retch out in friendly greeting to
us. Our wish for you is a long life so that we may continue to gather
around you for many years to come.

I al so bring water from the Canadian River, Oklahoma, and
from the Potomac, and with the se sacred waters I now christen you,
dear little pine, Vir ginia Magruder MacGregor.

· M r. Magruder found an old terrapin shell in th e 'Woods at Wak efield
and used it to bring the soil to the tr ee. A [ternoards he found on the back 0/
the shell, plainly delineated, .an eagle, the letter and numerals "G33," and the
notorious hatch et.
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IOWA [1846]: Mrs. Irvin Myers, Deputy Chieftain.

The day after the exercises a sample of soil was received from
Mrs. Myers, which will be sprinkled around the pine at the first
oppor tunity.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: Miss Helen 'Volfe, Deputy Chieftain.
Mrs. P hil ip Sheriff gave the followi ng:

This bit of soil from the g rounds of the Capitol in the City of
Washin gton would mean much to Geor ge Washington w ere he her e.
A s founder of the city and layer of the corner stone of th e Capitol
Bui lding, he evinced his keen interest in a ll that re lated to the city of
his dreams. To us is given the privilege of seeing his dreams fulfilled.

vVe have now spr inkled soil from all of the States of the U nion
in whi ch we have representation, but we have in far-off Argentina a
very devoted member, Mrs. William Field, who though sick in bed,
got her husband to secur e the sample. She said soil from the Capitol
of Argentina would mean nothing to the American Cl an Gregor So
ciety, but soil from in front of the statue of George Washington
erected in Buenos Aires by Americans would mean something, so she
sent a sample from that locality which will now be spr inkled by J ohn
E. IVI uncaster :

"Arg entina sends as her contribution to the MacGregor pine,
soil, not from her Capitol gro unds, but from in fr ont of the sta tue of
Washin gton in Buenos Aires, which wa s pr esented to th e Republic
by the "American Community" of the country on the occa sion of its
first centenary in 1910. About four ye a rs ago a n att empt wa s made
to blow up this monument a s an act of ve ng eance for the Sacco
Vanzetti a ffair . Since that tim e on each anniversa ry a gua rd has
been sta tioned around the monument. May thi s soil from a distant
country add to the longevity of the MacGregor pine ."

Virginia Magruder MacGregor, the MacGregor's P ine: We, the
members of the American Clan Gregor Society, salute you, and may
the soil from these great States so invigorate you that you will grow
to magnificent proportions and be an honor to the Clan Gregor and
to George Washington : and may you inspire in the hearts of the
Clansmen a greater love for the MacGregor blood, for "The Father
of His Country," and for truth and honor.
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REPORT OF THE SCRIBE

OCTOBER, 1932

Though Cla nsmen individually are suffering w ith the nation from
the serious depression, the Clan itself has been far from depressed in
its functioning during the past year .

No t only can we report more new members than were admitted
last year, but additions from territory hithe rto unrepresented. N atur
ally, Maryland , Virginia and the District of Columbia compose th e
"happy hunting ground" for new member s; and the D eputy Chieftains
for this area are able to report excellent results at this time. But
even in far -flung sections of the land, recruits have been rallying. They
have come li terally from point s as far west as U tah, as far north as
the Canadian border, and as far south as the Rio Grande.

Recentl y, we received the advice, "If D eputy Chi eftains would go
to public librari es and telephone main offices and examine telephone
and city dir ectories they would be astonished to find so man y of their
kind red of whom they had no knowledge." F or the past two years,
our Deputy Chieftains have concentrated on this very plan for enlist
ing more members; but-prophecies to the contrary notwithstanding
-of the many prospects approached to date, not one has responded
unless there has been some personal tie to make an appeal beyond th at
of the earnest and persistent invit ations of the Deputy Chieftains.
T he Scribe, too, has tried many prospects; but utter st rangers have
failed him every time. With such thorough testing of the plan, we
believe that the experim ent might be abandoned w ithout loss to the
Cl an.

H ereafter, the refore , we would recommend that Deputy Chief
ta ins be permitted to enjoy their honors without the arduous labors of
search ing endlessly for strangers so fortunate as to have M acGregor
or Magrud er blood. At the same time, we would urge for these
officers diligence in winning eligible persons wh om there is tangible
reason to believe might be interested in the Clan.

In addition to having the usual duties, the Scribe after the last
gathering was empowered by the Committee on the Chiefta in's Re
commendat ions to devise means of financing a new quarterly news
bull etin and to issue same if successful. "T he Bard 's Notes" for July
and O ctober tell the rest of the story. We readily concur with the
recommendat ion now submitted by this Committee, that with the
practicality of this publication ampl y demonstrated the Scribe no
longer bear the much magnified load of responsibilities whi ch the
Bard's duties involve. The work justifies the creat ion of a separate
appointi ve office.

With the acceptance of this new feature by the Clan, we would
ur ge that when Deputy Chieftains are notified of their appointments,
they be inst ructed that a part of their duties is to clip all newspaper
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items whi ch they find relating to Clansmen, sending these clippings,
togeth er with addit ional information which they may have, to the
Bard as rapidl y as possible. "The Bard's N otes," as star ted with the
October issue, will conta in sixteen pages, whi ch is the most economical
numbe r. In order to fill them, about 14,000 words are required, so
that the Bard cannot depend solely upon the whim s of Clansmen for
his news material. As th is fact becomes better known, we are ex
periencing better results. F or a time, the Scribe was obliged to write
to a large numb er of individual Clansmen for personal news, and only
a small fra ction of thi s number replied. The Bard will need real co
operation if he is to give good result s.

In harmony with Sect ion 4 of the repor t of the Committee on
Chief ta in's Recommendations, the Scr ibe has prepared a series of
publicity stories in connect ion with th e present gathering, these being
released (accordin g to advance promise), not only to the Washin gton
newspapers, but to all press associations. With the Scribe un able to
be at the gathering, arrangements have been made with the G reater
National Capit al Committee of the W ashington Board of Trade to
manage the releases for us. This service is extended to th e Clan
w ithout expense to ourselves. Newspaper publicity as a perm anent
feature, the stories carefully prepar ed in adva nce, would be desirable
for the Clan.

We have tr ied to arouse interest in the Clan by sending copies
of " T he Bard 's N otes" to prospective members; but to date this
experiment has failed. M ore good probabl y can be accomplished by
supplying certain of the best libraries wi th our publicat ions. The
October issue has been sent to the N ewberry Library in Chicago,
which is the largest genealogical library in the W est j the Institute
of Am erican Genealogy, whi ch not only has the most extensive ge
nealogical files and indexes extant, but has a nati on-wide circulating
library, our contributions being add ed thereto and publici zed in the
M agazine of American Genealogy j the Library of Congress j and
the. Maryland Historical Society.

Resignati ons must be expected during the depr ession. Fortunately,
the new members fa r outnumber the members obliged to resign.
Nevertheless, the fact is regrettable that when ill health and financial
rever ses, rather than loss of interest, are responsible for resignations,
Clansmen cannot be retained during their adversity. The shortage of
fund s in the tre asury, however, makes such consideration impossible
at th e present time.

From one of our former D eput y Chieftains who has had to lapse
in dues for some years, we have the explanat ion that financial troubles
and sickness occasioning hospital bills have been responsible. N ow
this unfortunate Clansman, who lives far from Washington and has
a craving to keep her ties with us, is unable to return to us because,
" I find it impossible to pay my back dues." Another Clansman has
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lapsed for similar reasons, having had to go to a hospital eleven times
in seven years. Still another former Deput y Chiefta in, whose interest
in the Clan continues, is a widow st ruggling to rear a large family of
childre n. She has not been able to pay dues since her w idowhood. But
as her children reach the time when they can be self-supporting, she
might feel able to resume her Clan membership. She could not afford
to pay back dues. W e could review many situat ions where a policy
of barr ing persons from restored membership until back dues are paid,
leads to harsh severing of ties of kinship. W e, as well as these un for
tunate Clansmen of the past, are losers.

Recently, a Clansman wrote to us, "Mother and D ad gave up
the Grange while we were small and they could not at tend. When
we grew up they re-joined and were welcome w ithout added burden."
' Vhy not permit the opera tion of this principle in the Clan ?

Regrett ing our inability to meet this year w ith the many friends
made among Clansmen, the Scribe at least would like to make use of
this oppor tunity for testi fying to the valian t services performed by our
modest Chiefta in. Briefly, the Clan has been grea tly benefited by the
energy, enthusiasm, consideration, and pract ical work on a broad
scale, which have charac ter ized the head of the administration for the
past two years. As the one in the best posit ion for determining such
facts, the Scribe believes that such testimony is no more than just ice.
T he establishment of a secure foundation under present conditions, as
the program undertaken by this administrat ion, we believe has been
accomplished to a gra tifying degree.

Respectfully submitted,

KENNETH D AN N MAGRUDER,

Scribe.



PROCEEDINGS OF T WENTY-THI RD ANN UAL G ATHERING 27

REPORT OF THE TREASURER

O CTO BER 20, 1932

An uncle of mine was heading along the road to church one
Sunday mornin g in the days of horse and buggy, when he could stop
and pass the time of day with his neighbors and friends. On the way
there l ived an old family servant called U ncle Bob, who thriftly cul
tivated his small holdings and lived high on the products of his acre.
As he approached, there was U ncle Bob hoeing away, killing off the
weeds which were th reatening his crops. Scandalized my uncle
stopped. " U ncle Bob," he cried, "a re you not ashamed of yourself
working in your garden on this holy day?" "Well, Boss, if I don 't
work this truck patch I will most likely be hungry next winter."
"No, Bob, you would not; Providence will take care of your garden."
"Lord, Boss, Pro vidence is one lazy nigger; he won't take care of his
own garden I"

In the past few years there seems to be a disposition among a lar ge
number of the members to let Providence take care of the finances of
this Society, with the usual result of such implicit confidence we are
always behind.

Last year I came before you with a deficit of $ 190.00. Of this
amount, payments by members at the gathering made up about $90.00,
and an angel, call it Providence, if you will , handed over to the Treas
urer the sum of $ 100.00 with the request that no name be mentioned
as the donor. It's up to you to guess who it was, but it was not the
Treasurer.

At the last meeting of the Council, the Treasurer was directed to
send to all members who are five years or more in arrears, a letter
calling their attention to the fact, 'and promising to remove their names
from the roll if no reply were received within sixty days, with pay
ment of dues amounting to at least two years. One hundred and
forty-six of these were sent out and replies were received from five,
one of them a resignation. The total revenue from these letters
amounted to $32.00.

The annual notice of dues was sent out later to the amount of
$602.00. From these, aft er a second call was made, $290.00 was re
ceived, leaving about $300.00 outstanding among those under five
years, but fast approaching that limit .

This year we still owe on the Year Book, includ ing postage, the
amount of $40.00 ; we also owe the postage of the Scribe, and the
expenses of the gathering, with a balance of a little over $25.00 in
bank. rf the receipts at this gathering are as usual we will be in much
bett er financial condition than we have been for a number of years.

By the way, that story r told you about U ncle Bob and Pro vidence
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must be absolutely without foundation. If there is one thin g a Negro
will not do in my count ry, it is manual labor on Sunday.

The financial statement is as follows:

R ECEIVED:

From due s of 1930 and before $ 80.00
From dues of 1931 350.00
From dues of 1932. +1.00
Contributions 100.00
Life Membership , Mr s. Field_ __ __ _ _ _ ___ 25.00
Yea r Books sold 16.00

Bal ance October 16, 1931

PAID OUT:

To K. D. Ma gruder, Scribe, postage and print-
ing, 1931 $ 50.72

To]. B. Ferneyhou gh , Ed itor , balance Year
Book, 1930 195.16
Postage, 1930 27.66
On Year Book, 1931 ..__ 280.00

To Vir gini a Eng rav ing ce., Cut s Year Book, '31 4-5 .97
To ] . E. Muncaster, Treasurer, Posta ge, 1932_ 11.50
To ]. E. Muncaster, Treasurer, Printing, 1932__ 10.25
Amount Life Membership Dep osit in Bank_ _ _ 25.00

$612.00
59.H

$671.54-

64-6.26

Ba lance October 20, 1932 $ 25.28

Trust Fund in Savings Bank .____ ___ __ ____ __ __ ___ $125.00
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MRS. ROBERT L EE MAGRUDER

By ROB ERT L EE M AGRUDER, JR., G EORGIA

Mrs. Robert Lee M agrud er died on J anu ar y 31, 1932, at the Ci ty
Hospital in Columbus, G eorgia. The announcement of her death was
received by the Amer ican Clan G regor Society with genuine regret,
and the sympathy of the Chieftain and office rs of the Society was
extended to her son, Robert Lee M agrud er, j r., our Ranking D eput y
Chieftain, and members of his family in their bereavement.

M rs, M agruder had been an associate member of Am erican Cl an
Gregor Society since its organization, and though proud of her own
ancestry-English, W elch and German- she was also an enthusiastic
member of the G regor Clan, to which she was affi liated by marriage
for over fifty years. H er son always gave her credit for st irri ng his
own ambit ion toward s family ancestry.

As Nannie Ben G ates, she was born in M er iwet her County, Ga.,
on D ecember 10, 1858, the daught er of Benj amin Kolb G ates and
his wife, N ancy Ann Gates. She was a descendant of Colonial and
Revolutionary ancestors, M artin Kolb, an early settle r in the P edee
sect ion of Sout h Carolina in 1751, having served both in Colonial
and Revolutionary wars. His son, P eter Kolb, was with General
Francis M arion at the Siege of Charleston and other engagements.
H e became a capta in of infantry, and after the Revolution served as
colonel in the G eorgia M ilit ia. H e was for several terms a member
of the Georgia State L egislature.

Another ancestor was Keater Keaton, of Virginia and South Caro
lina , who received land gra nt in South Carolina for military service.
Samuel Gates and H ezekiah G ates were also Revolutionar y patriots
from Virginia who received land grants in G eorgia for th eir serv ices.
Benjamin Gates, son of Samuel , was in the W ar of 1812 as captain,
354th G eorgia Militia. H er fath er , Benj amin Kolb G ates, organized
a militia company in Ge orgia and was major of same. H e served in
the Confederate Army in Company A, 60th G eorgia.

On February 1, 1877, N annie Ben G ates was marri ed to Robert
Lee Magruder. [See Am erican Clan Gregor Society Yea r Book for
1929 for sketch of his life.] They both surv ived to celebrate their
golden wedding anniversary on February 1, 1927, at which tim e
greetings from the American Clan G regor Society were extended by
Caleb Cl arke Magruder , then Chieft ain. Present on thi s occasion
were the surviving members of the orig inal weddin g party who greeted
those wh o came to offer felicitations at a reception. This event took
place at the M agruder home in Chipley, G eorgia.

After the death of her husband in 1929 , M rs. Magrud er, though
maintaining her residence at Chipley, spent most of her time in Col-
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umbus, Geor gia, with her son and daughter. Though in declining
health and practically an invalid for a number of years, she was ever
cheerf ul until the final summons.

Mrs. M agruder was a consistent member of the Methodist Epis
copal Church, also member of the Confederate Memorial Association,
U nited Daughte rs of the Confederacy, Daughters of the American
Revolution, Chipley Woman's Club, and Eastern Star.

She passed away peacefully in Columbus, Georgia. She was buried
on F ebruary 1, 1932, the anniversary of her wedding, at Chipley,
Georgia. Amid a bower of /lowers she was laid tenderly to rest beside
her husband in the Chipley cemetery. Little need to be said of
" M other," for her life was well spent in rearin g her family in a truly
Christian atmosphere. Hers was a life of sacrifice for those children,
for all were educated through local high schools and colleges. Her
memory will always be a blessing, and she leaves a place that never
can be filled. In scribed on her tomb appear the followin g: "Her
unfaltering love, unceasing care, faith and cheerfulness fill our hearts
with sweet memories."

Survivin g are her son, Robert Lee Magruder, Jr., daughters, Mrs.
Hubert J. Magruder, Mrs. Florence M. Johnson, and Mattie Bell
Magruder; two granddaughters, Mrs. Leland A. Murrah and Frances
Elizabeth Magruder, and one great-grandson, Robert Lee Murrah.

MRS. LAURA MAGRUDER PETER

By MARY THERESE HILL, MARYLAND

Laura Magruder Peter, wife of George Peter, died at her resi
dence in Kensington, Maryland, on May 6, 1932. She is survived
by her husband.

Mrs. Peter was the fourth daughter of Dr. Archibald Smith
Magruder, of Prince Georges County, and Narcissa Adamson, of
Montgomery County, Maryland.

She married Mr. George Peter, of Seneca, Montgomery County,
Maryland, June 26, 1889. Mr. Peter is the grandson, three genera
tions removed, of Martha Washington. Three children were horn
to them: a daughter, Leslie Magruder, who died in infancy, and two
sons, the eldest, Allan MacGregor, a charter member of American
Clan Gregor Society, and Philip Norman. Each of these fine young
men died in early manhood, which caused their devoted parents life
long sorrow.

Mrs. Peter was a devout member of the Episcopal Church. She
was a woman of fine, steadfast character and her many admirable
traits of heart and mind endeared her to family, relatives, and a host
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of friend s. She was laid to rest in Rock Cr eek Cemeter y, Washing
ton, D. C.

Laura Magrude r Peter was the daughter of Dr. Archibald Smith
Magruder and Narcissa Adamson; granddaughter of Thomas Ma
gruder and Mary Clark; great-granddaughter of Isaac M agrud er and
Sophia Baldwin; great-great-granddaughter of Nathan Magruder and
Rebecca Beall; great-great-great-granddaughter of John Magruder
and Susanna Smith; great-great-great-g reat-granddaughter of Samuel
Magruder and Sarah Beall ; and sixth degree removed from Alexander
Magruder, immigra nt , and M argaret Braithwaite.

MRS. PRISCILLA DANIELL MAGRUDER

Priscilla Daniell Magruder was the daughter of Smith Coffee
Daniell , II, and Catherine Skinner Freeland. She was born in Clai
borne County, Miss., April 3, 1851. She married on W ednesday,
December 13, 1888, at Windsor, mansion home of her father,
Claiborne County, Miss., Joseph Moore Magruder. The only child
of this marriage was one daught er, who died at birth.

She was a Presbyterian and devoted to church work. She died
after a short illness on January 5, 1932, at the home of her niece,
Mrs. John Martin Magrud er, nee' Katherine Crane Daniell. Burial
services were held at the Presbyterian Church, and she was buri ed in
Wintergreen Cemetery, Po rt Gibson, Miss.

Priscilla Daniell Magrud er was the daughter of Smith Coffee
Daniell , II , and Catherine Skinner Freeland; granddaughter of Smith
Coffee Daniel, I , and Priscilla Skinner; great-granddaughter of Ad
derton Skinner and Catharine Magruder; great-great-granddaughter
of \Villiam Magruder and Sarah Greenfield; great-great-great-grand
daughter of Alexander Magruder and Elizabeth Howard; great
great-great-great-granddaughter of Alexander Magruder and Susanne
Lamar; great-great-great-great-great-granddaughter of Alexander
Magruder and Elizabeth Hawkins; great-great-great-great-great
great-granddaughter of Alexander Magruder and Margaret (Camp
bell) Drummond.
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MY MAcGREGOR ANCESTORS

By MRS. J. O. (RUTH ELIZABETH MACGREGOR) HENKEL,
ALABAMA

My great-grandfather on my father's side was John MacGregor,
who was born in Scotland in 1766. On June 21, 1788, he married
Annie Lang. Eight children were born to them:

John born in 1790
James __ born in 1792
Robert born in 1794 (Died when a baby)

Robert 2nd born in 1796
Mary born in 1798

Jessie born in 1800
Annie born in 1802
Alexander born April 9, 1805, at Renton, Scotland.

This great-grandfather, John MacGregor, had a business in Kel
vinhaugh, Glasgow, Scotland, a printfield employing 1,500 men and
women. It was called "John MacGregor & Sons." Raw cotton was
bought, spun, woven, bleached, printed, and shiploads were sent all
over the world. The business made all concerned in it millionaires.
For a time all lived gloriously. Some of the sons had married girls
who had fortunes in their own names. All had put their money in
confidence and trust in the Glasgow Bank. This bank failed and the
MacGregors lost everything. Great-grandfather John MacGregor is
buried at Govan, Scotland, a villa ge between Glasgow and Loch
Lomond.

My grandfather, Alexander MacGregor, youngest child of John
MacGregor and Annie Lang, was born April 9, 1805, at Renton,
Scotland. He received a scholastic education and then entered the
University of Glasgow, where for several years he was a diligent and
distin guished student under the various professors, but particularly
under Sir D. K. Sandiford, at that time one of the best Greek scholars
in all Europe. After his univer sity course he turned his attention to
mercantile pursuits.

On June 12, 1832, in the city of Glasgow, Alexander MacGregor
led to the altar his bonnie bride, Miss Rebecca Brown. Rev. Dr.
Willis, professor of divinity in Knox's College, Toronto, performed
the marriage ceremony. Both bride and groom had the same birthday
-hers was April 9, 1812; his was April 9, 1805.

Ten years after their marriage they decided to come to America.
On October 25, 1842, this Alexander MacGregor, his wife, Rebecca,
and several child ren landed in New York City. They first settled at
Thorold in the Province of Ontario, Canada, a villa ge not far from
Nia gara Falls.
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In 1869 they moved to St. Joseph, Missouri . There he established
the Buchanan Ladies' In stitute and was president of it for several
years. Rebecca, his wife, was a noble and worthy lady and theirs was
a harmonious life. Ten children were born, but two died. Five boys
and three girls grew to manhood and womanhood. Respected and
honored, they kept pure and untarnished the noble name they bore.

On June 12, 1882, the Golden Wedding Anniversary of Alexan
der IH acG regor and his wife, Rebecca, was celebrated at their home
in St . Joseph. Surrounded by their children and their grandchildren
they presided over a banquet at which was used antique silver that
had been in the family for generat ions. At this banquet it was recalled
that Alexander MacGregor was a lineal descendant of Gregor, third
son of Alpine, King of Scots, in the eighth century. The Armorial
Ensign or Coat-of-Arms is the crown taken at the point of the sword
with the motto, "E'en do and spare not. " The escutcheon and motto
are engraved on an elegant watch seal of cairn gorm of unusual size
and great brilliancy and is still in the possession of the family. \Vhen
Scotland and England were un ited the British Parliament removed
all disabilities from Clan Gregor, and immediately after 826 of the
name met and chose Sir John M acGregor, of Glen Strae, their Chief.
His descendant, Sir John Murray M acG regor, of Edenship, Balquid
der, was the head of the Clan in 1882.

Alexander MacGregor (m y grandfather ) died June 5, 1888.
Rebecca, his wife , died May 23, 1889. Both are buried in Detroit,
Michigan.

M y father, J ohn MacGregor, oldest child of Alexander and Re
becca, was born August 20,1833, at Sand yford , Lanarkshire, Scotland.
As a boy in Scotland he visited Stirl ing Castle and saw hanging there
the sword of Wallace, This inspired him very much. He came to
America, when nine years old, with his parents and brothers and
sisters and lived for awhile in Canada, then came to the midwestern
sta tes of Michigan and Nebraska. On July 28, 1872, he married
Marguerite Victoria Rouselle at Falls City, Ne braska. Nine children
were born, six boys and three girls. I am the youngest of that family.

John MacGregor, my father, died January 28, 1892, and is buried
at Koszta, Iowa County, Iowa.

CHILDREN OF AL EXAND ER M ACGREGOR (1805-1888) AND

R EBECCA BROWN (181 2-1889)

J OHN-Born Au gu st 20, l S33, at Sandyford, Lanarkshire, Scotl and. Died
J anuary 2S, 1892, at K oszt a, Iowa County, Iowa. M arri ed M a rgu erite Vic
toria Rouselle of Fall s City, Ne braska, on J uly 2S, 1872, who was born May
12. l S+5, in Chateauquay, P. Q ., Can ada. Di ed A ug us t IS, 1930, at Marengo,
Iowa.
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DAVID-Born February 23, 1835. Never married. Died (I think) in 1930.

A LEXAND ER-Born October 12, 1836. Married . Do not know name of
wi fe. Do not know date of dea th. Think it was 1916.

ELIZA BETH-Born Nove mber 3, 1839. Married J am es Urquhart McKenzie.
J AMES DUNCAN-Born July 12, 18+2. Di ed at age of 6 month s.

PRINGLE-Born January 19, 1844. Do not know wi fe's name. Di ed at
Pratt, Kansa s, at ad vanced age.

ROB ERT-Born Ap ril 6, 18+6. Do not know wife's nam e. Do not know
date of death.

ANNIE-Born Febru ary 16, 18+9. Died at age of 19 month s.

R EBEccA-Born October I , 1851. Married Elipholet Bosworth Harvey.

M ARY CLARK-Born Janua ry 12, 1855. M arried Orrin Scotten.

C H ILDREN OF JOH N M ACGREGOR (1833-1892) AND

M ARGU ERIT E V ICTORIA RO US ELLE (1845-1930)

ALEXANDER PRINGLE-Born at Fall s Cit y, Nebraska, on April 20, 1873.
M ar ri ed La ura Pritchard. Ha ve two daughter s, Margar et Bloom Ma cGregor
an d M arylaura M acGregor.

HIRAM JOHN-Born at FaIl s City, Nebras ka, on Septembe r 2, 1875. Mar
ri ed NeIle Lewi s. Have son, Harold MacGregor and daught er, Helen Mac
Gregor .

ROBERT DAVID-Born at FaIl s City, Nebraska, on J uly 19, 1877. Di ed
at age of 15 yea rs .

NELLIE CARRIE-Born at FaIl s City, Nebr aska, on July I, 1879. Married
Harry Vernon T ompkins. H ave one child , Richard T ompkins.

DAVID ROUSELLE-Born at FaIl s City, Ne bras ka, on Ap ril 5, 1881. Not
married.

REB ECCA JEAN-Born at FaIls City, Nebraska, on January 29, 1883. Mar
ried Wi IIiam Mahlon GaIlagh er. Have two gir ls, Ruth Mary GaIlagh er
and J ean ett e Ca roline Gallagher.

'VALTER RONALD-Born at FaIl s City, Nebra ska, on July 12, 1885. Mar
ried Leone Bla ckmore.

RAYMOND EARLE-Born at FaIl s City, Nebraska , on October 3, 1887. Not
married.

RUTH ELIZAB ETH-Born in Iowa County, Iowa, on September 5, 1891.
Married J ame s Oscar Henkel, Jr.
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ALEXANDER'S LANDING

An Ep isode in the L ife of Alexander A1agruder, Maryland Settler

By H ERB ERT THO l\IAS M AGR UDER, NEW YORK

[The facts of importance in thi s sketch are ba sed on records recogn ized
as a uthent ic. T he details are of cour se purely ima g ina tive .]

T IME: A Spring morning in th e year 1652.

P LACE: On and about a crudely built land ing wharf on the shore
of the lower Patuxent River in Southern Maryland . The wharf
consists of but a double row of rough hewn logs, driven with sligh t
regularity into the river bottom. Along the top end of the logs hand
split planks have been laid. A t the far end of the pla nking a crude
land ing stage is made fast.

A group of colonists, settlers from the sur rounding count ry, gaze
expectan tly and wi th some concern at a sailing vessel which has come
to anchor about 200 yards off shore. As the ship sw ings ar ound in
the current, the onlookers can read pla inly her name, " R eformation
of Po rt smouth," in let ters across the stern. H er decks are th ronged
with a motley crowd made up of crew and passengers .

Ashore, the people grow more excited and vociferous, as faces of
individu als become recognizable. This is the first ship of the year,
bearing supplies and news of gravely uncertain portent fro m E ngland,
the mother count ry, sti ll so sadly torn by the devastati ons of civil
war. Though as yet uncertain as to th e news she brin gs, the ship is a
welcome sight to those men and wom en of the colony who have sur
vived the rigors of a hard winter in the New W orld, a winter filled
with seemingly endless perils and discouragements.

W e hear them speaking :

FIRST SETTLER [a loyal f ollow er of th e Calverts, and a d evout
Cath olic]: "Glory be to G od and Our L ady! Yonder ship, I swear,
is a sweet and blessed sight to my eyes. And ' tw ill be a comfort and
joy to my wom an. I pray there's no t rouble brewing."

SECOND SETTLER [a blu stering, blasphemo us man of great bulk]:
"Devil take your blessed sights and old women's comfor ts ! D amm e!
It 's rum from the isles of the Indies, and mayhap a flock of bond
serva nts to till our soil, she brin gs, I'll wa ger. Them's the comforts
a man needs in this Land of M ary!"

SEVERA L VVOMEN [in unison, spok en softly, almost tearfld ly] :
"Word of last Y uleti de in En gla nd I" "Messages fro m the loved folk
at home! "

OTH ER VVOMEN [w ith evident enthusiasm ] : " Some stuff from
London town for a decent cut dress to cover me." "New shoes I 'm
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hoping for." CIA new tickin g for my bed feathers!" "A look-in glass
to do up my hair by!"

[Th e chatte r grows louder as th e exci tement and th e un certainty
increases, the throng on shore milling about on w harf and land.]

FIRST SETTLER : "Yo nder comes my Lord Baltimore's factor. I
pr ay yon ship portends no evil. The Saints forfend us and our free
dom of wor ship in the Lord Proprietor's domain!"

SECOND SETTLER: "With the day's toil long and hard here,
there's no need for disputing how a man' s soul is to be saved. Work's
my cure for the world 's wrangling. There' s work a plenty in thi s
G od-given land we've come to call ours , methinks!"

FIRST SETTLER: "God save us from any conflict! M y Lord Bal
tim ore is peace loving, and has promised freedom of conscience to all
comers."

[yVh ile they are speaking, representat ives of L eonard Calvert, th e
L ord Proprietor's brother, fill ed w ith th e responsibilities of office, ad
vance to the front of th e assem blage. Th e sight of an armed com pany
of men on th e ship has give n rise to a gene ral feeling of alarm .

N ow, w hile the gaze of all on shore is held fixed, a boat is low ered
over th e ship's side, the oars manned by two broad-shouldered, blonde
haired men w ho look to be brothers. Th ey appear to be prisoners of
w ar, for they are obviously under guard. A pair of th e K ing's R ebels,
probably , as the S cotch exiled prisoners are called.

As the onlooke rs watch, others enter th e small boat ,' first the mas
ter of the vessel, foll ow ed by one w ho is apparen tly an im portant
dignit ary, f rom th e respect he is accorded. Th e ident it y of th is in
dividual is soon made known by his own announcing, as, in a few
minutes, having reached the landing stage, he steps ashor e.]

RICHARD BENNETT [th e Parliament Commissioner]: " I n the
name of P arliament and the Lo rd Protector, Oliver Cromwell, I,
Richard Bennett, High Commissioner of Parliament, call on ye the
people of M aryland colony to declare your allegiance to the only true
government of your moth er country !"

[Th e speaker is greeted with cool courtesy by the local dignit aries.
A [te r cursory conversation th e group of new comers and local represen
tatives wa lk tow ard a large shed-like building near th e river's edge,
w hich evidently serves as storehouse and general meeting-place. The
leaders are foll ow ed by virtually all the throng of colon ists wh o have
come down to the landing.

Th ere, we leave th em, to retu rn to th e ship's boat w aiting along
side th e landing stage. Th e guard havin g gone ashore with the off icial
part y, the two men w ho have been imp ressed as oarsmen are lef t to
move about as th ey will. They stan d now by the side of the boat,
gazing at th e green covered river bank and the forest stretching far
beyond.
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"A bonny land , Sandy, my lad , for free men!"
Th e shorte r of th e two brothers, f or they are brothers, has been

the first to speak.
Th e man addressed is Alexand er Magruder. Silent he stands for

several minutes, breath ing deep the fresh morning air, his gaze fixed
far into the f orest. H is bared head is covere d w ith a mass of fair hair
of reddish hu e, w hich glistens in th e m orning sunlight. His eyes are
blu e, his face fair and ruddy. D iagonally across one shoulder is thro wn
the fra yed end of a plaid shawl, w hich has ev iden tly d one service as
extra covering from th e cold winds of shipboard. H is clothing is but
th e tattered remn ant of w hat had once been proudly w orn as th e uni
f orm of an officer in th e Cavalier army, in the battle of W orcester.

A s he stan ds there, apar t, broad-shouldered and sel f-reliant, signs
of an lndomi nitable w ill and nat ive resourcef ulness are readily ap
parent. H e speaks]:

A LEXANDER lVIAGRUDER: "Aye, J ohn. It 's nae blunder 0 ' Provi
dence that brou ght us to these shores. Fi x yure eeen on yon pine -clad
hilltop. Mind ye the look 0 ' Dunblane on such a morning."

[S ome of the group of sett lers, leaving the offi cial parley now go
ing on in front of the storehouse, are walki ng tow ard the w harf .
Among them are th e tw o settlers we have already met.]

FIRST SETTLER: "By God's grace there'll yet be no trouble, if
th e hot heads will but listen to reason. And now what's to be done
about the cargo to be land ed from yon ship. And the bondservants
ye spoke of. They're promised the colony. Where ar e th ey ?"

SECOND SETTLER [catching sight of the unmistakably striking
figur e of A lexander M agruder]: "T here's a man's man for ye I
Right stra pping worker he'd be, and glad enough to gaze on this Land
of M ary, I'll w ager. Yon's a fellow I could well use."

[A ddressing th e master of th e ship wh o has now come out to the
w harf] : " Ho, capta in ! I'll bid high for the refusal of yon red -headed
beggar. By what name do ye call him ?"

FIRST SETTLER: " N ot so fast, neighbor! Mayhap th ere ar e others
wh o w ill want to join th e biddin g. L et th e matter take a fair and
regul a r course as the law directs."

SECOND SETTLER : " I' ll not sta nd idly by wh en th ere's wo rk a
plenty wa it ing to be done. I'll back up my offer with goods and gold.
What say ye, captain? "

TH E SHIP 'S CAPTAIN : "If it 's Sandy IVIacG rut her, ye mean,
save yure breath , man. H e'll not be bounden to any master long.
What with his bargaining an d gaming on board my ship, and his
canny trading in every port of call in th e Indies and at J amestown in
V irginia, I'll swear he's now got most of the coin of th e realm and
all else th at passes tender on yonder ship, locked up in his strong box."
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SECOND SETTLER: "Damme! I swear he's just the man for me! "
[Addressing Alexand er]: "Would'sr. gain a good berth and a fair
living with plent y of hard work, man? What say ye? What have
ye beside yure passage to pay for?"

ALEXANDER M AGRUDER: "I'll work for ye gladly. For a twel ve
month, I 'll give ye sairv is honest'n fair. Beyond that, mind ye, I'll
work only on shares for ye or for any man in this fair new world .
'Tis a land for free men, methinks. For they that'll deserve it."

FIRST SETTLER: " He speaks fair and manl y. A Scot, 'twould
seem, and loyal to the Stuar ts, doubtless. M ayhap he's yet of the
true faith. "

ALEXANDER M AGR UDER : "I'm nae papist, though I hold respect
for the faith. 'T is true my loyalt y to the Stuar t cause has cost me all
save my life. N ow 'ti s but a lost cause, for the time; and a man must
make the best of what fortune brin gs."

SECOND SETTLER: "'Tis a bargain, man. I'll sign the bond for
yeo Bestir yourself . Go now aboard ship and bring back yure belong
ings. I'll show ye a place to keep safe all the wealt h of the Indies,
ye' re said to have gained. Ye' ll find no land fair er than our M ary
land. "

TH E SHIP'S CAPTAIN: " Ye'Il do well to do so, Sand y Mac
Gruther. I' ll make matters right for the Parliament Commissioner
for yeo M ake haste, man, whil e th e day is yet young. I'va sailed into
many harbors in this new world , and there 's none better than this land
of the Calvert s on Chesapeake 's shores."

[Th e brothers exchange glances, and w ithout furth er wo rds enter
the boat and row back to th e ship. Th ey reappear after a short inter
val, bearing betw een them several rough boxes. These they place
caref ully ill the small boat, which th ey pull swif tly back to the landing.

As they row, there comes across the w ater, above the sound of the
oars, a stirring song of the Highland s of Scotland, grow ing louder, as
the spirit of the sOllg stirs th e blood of the singers:

" lP'hile th ere's leaves ill th e for est, and foam 011 th e river,
M acGregor, despite them, shall fl ourish forever."]



PROCEEDINGS OF TWE NTY-THIRD A NNU AL G ATH ERING 39

SIR WALTER SCO T T A ND THE M AcGREGORS

By A LICE M AUDE EWELL, VIRGINIA

1.

One of th e glor ies of the Clan G regor, if not its chief glory next
to its royal descent from Alpine, is that of having been so ofte n writt en
up by one of the great masters of English literature. Though the
Scott ish Clans in genera l have furnished much material for song and
story, of no oth er one could thi s be sta ted to an equal degree.

The readin g of Scott seems now more or less out of fashion even
among those wh o ought to know bett er wh o are not disciples of M r.
W illiam Dean H owells, and who have been brought up in the Scott
tradition. W e hear complaints that they cannot get int erested in Sir
\Valter 's novels. A fri end of the writer's w ho has long been living
in Paris and who wrote the other day of her enjoyment of a tourna
ment there, an exact reproduction in all ways of a real Jo ust of the
Middle Ages, said in the same lette r how much she regr etted not being
thrilled a shor t time before by Ivanh oe, and that even a little gra ndson
of hers shared this disappointment . W e fear there were too many
outside dist ractions. This is now more the case than it ever was.
The best place to read Scott, or indeed anything worth reading, is a
count ry home w ith weath er and roads bad enough to fend off int er
ruption.

Too many people now lack not only Em erson 's " ternpest rous pr i
vacy of storm," but any sor t of privacy at all. There is no detachment
of min d. Our busy thought s are invaded in a hundred ways. Roads
are gett ing too good, cars more numerous, airplanes are flying over
head, radios ar e screeching advertisements of th e latest invention, or
quack remedies for unemployment. If those otherwise unemployed
could be induc ed to think a little, it might do them good. Both work
and play ar e now combining to fritter away our atte nt ion to the best
in ar t and lit erature and our power of being genu inely inte rested in it.
Sunday newspapers, sensat ional magazin es, movies and talkies, not to
speak of the miserable necessity for gett ing a living, are sapping the
very found ati ons of the Eternal Verit ies. To read anything worth
while is a painful effort ; to write anything worth wh ile is well nigh
impossible. One finds oneself writing outl ines never to be filled out.
Yet the truly grea test in litera ture will at tim es prevail, in spite of
all dr awbacks ; will take hold and sweep us away. The thrill will
come, the chill down the spine, the liftin g of the hair on one's head.
I fancy that had my friend been reading, instead of merel y romantic
and beautiful I vanhoe, one of Scott's grea test books, the Scottish
novels nea r; his own tim e, there would have been no disappoin tment .
She would have felt the master 's touch. T he L ady of th e Lake, Scot t's
first compositi on conn ected with Clan G regor or Alp ine, is like I van-
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hoe, beautiful, romantic; but R ob Roy and a L egend of Montrose
belong to the later and greater class.

M aterial for the most realistic books cannot be gotte n simply at
second hand, fr om history or biogr aphy. It cannot be picked up by
the wayside. It must be, at least partly, inherited. Its roots go terribly
deep and must come up w ith pain of long digging. We must ourselves
take part in the main events, or our forbears must have done so. Our
fri ends also bear a part. I have heard from soldier survivors of great
bat tles of Bull Run and Gettysburg things that fired or chilled my
blood. Even mere witnesses in such a case have something worth tell 
ing and hear ing. W ho can fancy William Shakespeare going around
with notebook and pencil ? His own fath er may have seen Anne
Bolyn's head cut off or Latim er burned at the stake. Sir Walter
could and did listen with bated breath to first-hand tales of Culloden
and its aftermath, tales of bloody Highland or Border feuds, tales of
Rob Roy and his Caterans, swooping down at midnight from the
G rampians. What a heritage was this ! What a background of song
and story ! No wo nder that the result was W averly, Th e H eart of
jl'1idlot hian, Th e Bride of L amm ermoor, A L egend of Montrose, and
last, but not least , R ob R oy.

Before going fu rth er, let us pause and consider what Scot t's novels
must have meant to his contemporaries. Let those of the present day
who think Scott dull go back for awhile and take a course in eighteenth
cent ury fiction. Let them read F ieldin g, coarse and dull , despite the
occasional strokes of genius; Richardson, without the genius - dull
though clean. Jonathan Wild, Clarissa Harlouie, who today reads
them through ? L et these impat ient cr itics tr y T he Castle of Gtranto,
T he M ysteries of Ildolph», the Children of the A bbey, those produc
tions so admired in their time, but to us so childishly unr eal. Let us
come by this road to the historic imagination, th e manly realism, the
simply noble greatness of Scott. H ere at last is the real thin g. H ere
is indeed the best sort of hum or, the best sort of pathos, tragedy at its
awesome gre atest , laughter at its gayest. No one who has ever tried,
conscient iously tried, to write fiction , who has w restled with the prob
lems of construct ion, of characterization, can fail to see in Scot t the
master. H is works are, first of all , marvels of construc tive skill. He re
is no aimless wandering, no spread ing and sprawling. Both Dickens
and Thackeray might have profited more by the study of these won
derful plots. A little lingering at the first, a little slowness (n ever
dullness) , the holdin g back that is so important to full effect; th en as
t ime goes on the gra dual quickening of interest , the weaving of every
loose thread into the strong and splendid whole. Then at the last
comes the cr isis-the end, with its full effect of noble brevity. Who
wi th insight can fai l to see here the likeness to William Shakespeare !
N ext to him comes W alt er Scott as Britain' s grea test lit erary son.
A long step from H amlet to Th e Bride of L ammermoor, bu t one must
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take it. There are high hills between, but not one to rest on full y till
we get here. No wonder the wh ole Western W orld awoke and wor
shipped the Great U nknown. W e can indeed take prid e in the fact
that thi s man of high genius took th ree t imes as his th eme - Clan
Gregor.

II .
The w riter has never read or heard of any special connect ion, by

blood or otherwise, between Sir W alter Scott and the MacGregors.
As th e restoration of the Cla n took place in his time, and largely
th rough his influence, he must have know n personall y some Mac
Gregors. But it is not improbable that in choosing, as he did three
times, their history as a theme, he was attracted simply by its uniquely
tr agic interest . This was the born writer's instinctive search for
material-historian , poet, story-teller , his mind seized upon th is as
naturally as a bee sucks honey. As th e most tragic of the Scottish
Clans it wa s doubly int erestin g. Th e L ady of the L ake is, as I have
said, above all else, roma nt ic. In the L egend of M ontrose he deals
with MacGregors in a mysteriou s vein as " Children of the Mist";
the prevailin g note where they are concerned is path os. H ere is not
only romance but compassion, a special tend erness. The hum or of Sir
Dugald Dalget ty, sold ier of for tune, rath er overshadows the appeal
w hich Ronald M acEagh makes to our sympathies, but that appeal. is
mad e too st rongly to be quite resisted. W hen the old outlaw in the
dun geon with Sir Dugald groans out as answer to that other' s ques
tion concern ing the bodies he has seen tha t day danglin g from th e
gibbet, "T hey were my sons, st ra nger , my ow n sons," we touch the
depths of gr ief and despair. There speaks long years of oppr ession, of
over-cruel puni shment. H ere is a grea t ga in in strength-in realism.
But it remains for Rob Roy to show a still greater measure of th ese
qualit ies.

I t is in R ob R oy, far the grea ter of these th ree compositions, th at
we find Scott at the height of his rea lism. I use th is word in its
larger sense, namely the making of a great theme seem real , not the
met iculous dwellin g on a small and commonplace one. Of all the
cri t ics of Scot t who have held for th in our t ime the most conspicuous
by reason of his being himself a writer of some note, was William
D ean H owells. I wo nder how many people read his once-popular
books. After all , he had his limitati ons. Could one expect the author
of Si las L apham to appreciate Scott? Thackeray once said th at he
himself never spoke of Sir W alter save with uncovered head. He in
stinct ively took off his hat. M r. H owells seems to have put his on
wh en announcing to the world, his world, that Scot t might be alr ight
for boys, but for the men of our enl ightened time, No 1 The same
statement was later mad e by a very advance d young lady friend of the
present w riter. I disputed it, and on making some inquiry among the
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cleverest men of my acquaintance, the grea test readers, found that
several of them were reading or had just been reading Scott . M r.
Howells, at this time though still living, had already lost his vogue.
Our own histori c and romantic per iod had set in. Eve ryone was wri t
ing in the new-old vein.

Unquestionably the greatest scene in Rob Roy is that in which
Helen MacGregor, Rob's wife, figures as temporary chief of the Clan,
and as the instrument of vengea nce, and has I'dorris, the Lowland
hostage, thrown over a cliff into Loch Lomond. The wild and pic
turesque setting of this scene, the fierce passions, involved, combine
to make it unforgettable. But I think most cr itics agree as to two
others which are especially characteristic of Rob Roy himself. Certain
words used by him in one of them have passed into common speech.
Rob, safe back in the H ighlands afte r a peri lous exped it ion to the
lower grounds, cries with a stamp of impati ence to one who calls
him by his usual assumed name, "Call me not Campbell 1 M y foot is
on my nat ive heat h, and my name is MacGregor." W hole cent uries
of pr ide and loyalty speak in these wor ds. 'I have heard some of my
fellow Virginians use the nat ive heat h par t, after a temporary absence,
with no little of Rob Roy's pride. Any man in any land, provided it
were his own, might do the same. It is a stroke of universal genius.
The other most characteristic scene is where well-meaning Bailey
Ja/vie offers to adopt Rob Roy's two sons, or rather take them off
their father's han ds, as appre ntices to his own "good honest t rade."
Rob, who has just been lamenting his own lack of means to educate
them properly, takes fire at this. " H undred thousand devils," he
cries, "my sons weavers; I wad see every loom in Glasgow- beam,
t raddl e, and shut tle-burn t in hellfire sooner 1"

Again Scot t shows his masterly insight. H ere speaks the hereditary
pride which helped to make this MacGregor, accord ing to an old say
ing, always " the head of the tab le."

Though the setting and subjec t mat ter of this book are also ro
mantic to a certain exten t, at times strikingly so, it never loses its
grasp on practical real ity, especially as embodied in the character of
Rob Roy. How easy it would have been to make him a second Roderick
Dh u, or even one of Byron's melo-dramat ic heroes. But here we have
him as we feel convinced he really was-str ange mixture of prince
and cat tle dri ver. T rul y Sir W alt er must here have gathere d most of
his information at first hand. Ind eed in his preface to the novel he
speaks of the various old people w ith w hom he had talked who re
membered the celebrated free-booter. His personality stands out with
singular clearness; the red hair, the long arms, the hirsute legs, half
bare, "and strong as those of a Highland bull," yet above all and
throwing all else in the shade, that keenly astute tho ugh somewhat
humorous countenance. H ere is, in spite of all faul ts and drawbacks,
a man of long pedigree; fallen on strange times and driven to strange
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means of subsistence, yet still intrinsically a gentle man. We think of
Hel en , his wife, as simply a primitive woman, carr ied away by a
pr imitive idea. She seems the embodied spirit of wrath; ju stified by
having, as her husband says, "many and deep w rongs to avenge."
But Rob is very broadl y hum an. H e is above all else a natural man,
with at t imes much of manl y kindliness and considera t ion. W ith
almost every other man 's hand aga inst him his own hand is now and
then quite soft . H ere is indeed one of the best-round ed characters in
fiction.

T here are written today many histories and biographies, many
family histories, the last chiefly by an insider , friend or relative, and
these sometimes leave us a little cold, not to say skept ical, as to the
real impor tance of the ir subjec t. But to have a great w riter, like
Wal ter Scott, see in one's ow n people that w hich appeals to him so
stro ngly that wi th thi s motive alone he works it into something im
mortal, thi s we feel to be an honor indeed-at least one of the chief
glor ies of our Clan.

It was once this w riter 's good fortune to own a set of Scott's
novels w hich woul d now be, I am told , of much fina ncial value. I
did not know this at that time , but to me they were inva luable. They
were lost in the fire which destroyed my home. I cannot rememb er
the name of the publi sher, but am sur e that the date was in 1832 .
Small volumes w ith lar ge, clear print, thick and ragged-edged paper,
pasteboard backs, light and easy to hand le. H ow often they were read
and re-rea d and how much enjoyed by me and many others ! I have
much regre tted their loss, but am gra tef ul for the memory of th em.
Though two or three others among the novels might be accounted
greater work s of art the dearest of all to our hearts were Rob Roy and
A L egend of M ontrose.





P ROCEEDINGS OF T WENTy -THIRD A NNUAL G ATH ERING 45

ideas. His appointment proved most fortunate in every respect, and
President Davis and G eneral Kirby Smith, Commander of the D epar t
ment of 'Trans-Mississippi, on severa l occasions expressed their hearty
approval of his conduct of the affairs, both military and civil, of his
district.

When General M agruder arr ived in Texas in Nove mber, 1862,
the mor ale of the troops, the people, ' and the state government was
very low. The former commander, G eneral H ebert , had made little
progress in organizing the army or in fortifying the ports. In fact,
G alveston, the most important port, had been captured by the Federals
with practicall y no resistance from th e Confedera tes. The t roops,
numbering 10,569 , were poorly equipped and inadequately supplied.
The organizations were scattered and many had little or no dis
cipline.

Soon after assumin g command, G eneral Magruder realized that
a victory over the enemy was necessar y to enthuse the people and to
build up the moral e of the t roops j he, theref ore, determined to re
capture Galveston and immediately worked out plans whereby this
could be accomplished. A force was organized to at tack from the
land , while tw o old steamboats, protected wi th cot ton bales and
armed, were to attack the Federa l fleet. This plan was submit ted to
General H ebert , who was still in T exas and he laughed them to scorn
and sta ted th at they could not be carried out. Ge nera l Magruder
could not be deterr ed and fixed the night of December 31st as the
time of attack in order that he might present G alveston to the people
of Texas as a New Year's gift .

T he Federals had determined to reinforce the garr ison at Galves
ton and to use this por t as a base for a campaign to conquer the State,
and on December 28th about 250 men of the 42nd Massachusett s
Volunteers land ed there. A much larger force had started from New
O rleans. An y delay by the Confedera tes would have made the re
capt ure of Galveston very difficult and perhaps impossible, so G eneral
M agr uder deserves great credit for his energy and skill in so quickly
organizing forces for its capture . T he land forces, und er the com
mand of General Magruder himself, adva nced to their posit ions dur
ing the night and were ready to begin the at tack at daybreak when
the gunboats were also expected to arrive and open ·fire on the Fed 
erals. The tro ops made a gallant advance, but wer e repulsed after
some sharp fighting and the victory seemed lost when suddenly the
converted steamboats appeared and immediatel y engaged the Federal
gunboats. After failing to ram the F ederal flagship, the Harriet L ane,
the Confedera tes began a hand -to-hand fight w ith her and forced her
to surr ender. Several other Fe deral vessels ra n agro und and th e re
mainder escaped to th e open Gulf, two under the white flag. The
Federal troops sur rendered and the town and port were taken over by
the Confederates and, alt hough several at tacks were mad e by F ederals,
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it was held until the close of the war. General Magruder reported
the capture of one steamboat, two barks, one schooner, several hun
dred troops, and much equipment. This victory had a wonderful
effect upon the people of Texas and so elevated their spiri ts that they
never lost their enthusiasm and confidence in their commander.

In his repor t of this defeat , Major-General N. P. Banks, com
manding the Federal forces in 'the G ulf, sta ted: "I regar ded the loss
of Galveston in its consequences as the most unfortunate affair th at
occurred in the department during my command. Galveston as a
military position was second in importance only to New O rleans or
Mobile."

Following this victory, General Magruder issued a procla mation
to the people of Texas callin g upon them to come to the defense of
their homes and country. He requested the Go vernor to call out and
organize 10,000 State troops.

For about nine months the Federals made no serious attacks on
T exas, so General Magruder was able to thoro ughly study the situa
tion and to make his plans for the future defense of the State. He
divided the State into four sub-districts and selected four officers with
rank of Brigadier-General to command each, and recommende d that
two Major-Generals be appointed to supervise two sub-districts, but
this was turned down by the War Department, wh ich objected to the
creation of so many general officers. Staff officers were selected, many
of whom had served with him in Virginia, and a number of promo
tions were recommended , most of which were granted by the War
Department. He submitted a plan to Lieutenant-Genera l Kirby Smith
for an expedition to New Mexico and Arizona so that these distr icts
could be held by the Confederacy when peace was declared. Pl ans
were also suggested for reorganizing the system of securing cotton and
supplies, and for improvi ng the medical serv ice. Ge nera l Smith ap
proved most of these recommendations and forwarded them to P resi
dent Davis who approved some and referred others to the Secretary
of vVar for careful consideration.

W ith th e assistance of several skilled engineers for t ifications were
laid out for the defense of the prin cipal ports, especially at Galveston
and Sabine P ass. The planters were urged to send Negroes to build
these works and extra pay and food were offered all troops that would
volunteer for such work. During August, 1863, one regiment at
Ga lveston refused to obey orders, as a result of dissati sfact ion con
cerni ng their food, but this mut iny was quickly suppressed, and Ge n
eral Magruder issued an order sta ting " that there must be the most
perfect obedience of all officers and men, whilst every at tent ion wiII
be paid to their comfort, th eir health , and their rights und er the
regula tions." There were no further outbreaks of this nature.

A careful study of corres pondence w ith oth er commanders shows
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how carefully G eneral Magru der observed all military courtesies, but
at the same t ime he never hesitated to give his opinion fra nkly and
forcefully. G eneral Smith frequently expressed his approval of the
work that he was doing and on one occasion wrote President Davis:
"General Magruder, wi th his usual energy and activ ity, has made
every prepara tion wi th the means at his disposal for meet ing and de
feat ing the plans of the enemy." Frequent lett ers were exchanged
with Major-Genera l Richar d Taylor, who commanded the W estern
District of Louisiana, concern ing rein forcements, supplies, fortifica
tions and movements of the enemy. In one letter when the adva nce
of the Federals seemed to require that General Magruder go to the
assistance of General Taylor the latter wrote that he antic ipated
much pleasure in serving under his comma nd. Very pleasant and cor
dial relations were maintained with the Gov ernor and other State
officials, although at times military necessity forced Ge neral Magruder
to enforce the very unpopular " impressment laws." T he Confedera te
Congress had passed these laws to enable the Government to secure
cotton and other necessary supplies to be paid for in Confedera te
money. All foreign trade was settled with cotton, so whenever a
ship brought in supplies purchased by agents abroad the necessary
number of bales of cotton mus t be on hand to pay for same. A great
deal of correspondence was carried on with Ge nera l Bee, who com
manded the Rio Grande distr ict, on the necessity of having sufficient
cotton to deliver in order to preserve Co nfederate credit abroad.

I n August, 1863, the Federa ls organized a force to establish a
footh old on the coast of T exas in order to reach H ouston, from which
all rail commu nicatio n could be controlled. On September 8, 1863,
Ge neral W. B. Franklin with 5,000 men (Confederates estimated
15,000) and several gunboats attempted to land at the mouth of the
Sabine River near the present city of P ort A rthur. The river was
defended by a for t w ith six guns mann ed by forty- four men of the
Davis G uar ds under the command of Lieut enant R. W . D owl ing
and supporte d by a small force under Ca pta in F. H . OdIum. After
a hot fight the guns of the fort disabled two gunboats which sur
rendered, while the rema inder of the fleet turned back and put to
sea, event ually retiring to New Orleans. As a result of th is re
markable victory the Confederates captured two gunboats, a full sup
ply of ordnance supplies, eighteen heavy guns and two hundred pr ison
ers without having a man hurt. Ge nera l Magr uder reported to
General Smith that, in his opinion, "this is the most extraordinary
feat of the war," and requested special notice for the men and officers.
Several months later Congress passed a resolution thanking them and
stating that this victor y in preventing the invasion of Texas, "con
tributes one of the most brilliant and heroic achievements in the history
of this war and entitles the Davis Guards to the grat itude and ad
mirat ion of their coun try ."

The advance of Fe dera l t roops from the I ndian Territory neces-
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sitated the dispatch of several regiments to the No rt hern border to
protect the wheat region from invasion. After the fall of Vicksburg
the Fe derals made a determined effort to drive the Confederates out
of Louisiana and Arkansas, so General Smith ordered G eneral Ma
gr uder to send all available troops to assist the forces there. With
less than 5,000 troops left for the defense of the coast, General
Magruder was unable to prevent the F ederals from landin g stro ng
forces at the mouth of the Rio G rande River in the fall of 1863.
T he enemy advanced along the coast, supported by thei r gunboats, but
their progress was retarded by the small forces that could be placed in
front of them. G eneral M agru der collected his scattered forces as
rap idly as possible and determin ed to make a stand along the Brazor
River in order to prevent the capture of G alveston about sixty
miles to the east. With about 6,000 troops he finally stopped the
Federal adva nce at the Ca ney River during the w inter of 1864. Soon
thereafter the Fede rals embar ked and left the coast of T exas and
never landed again until after the close of the war.

Mos t of the Texas troops were sent to assist G eneral T aylor in
Louisiana and no further fight ing of import ance occur red on Texas
soil until the last engagement between the Confederates and Federa ls
took place at Palm ito near P alo Alto, May 13, 1865, and while only
a few hundred troops were engaged the Federa ls were forced to re
t reat. The Confederate forces in Texas soon after laid down their
arms and the wa r was ended. G eneral Magruder went to M exico,
where he was grac iously received by M aximilian, the French emperor.

General Magruder has the unique distinct ion of having been in
command of the troops that fought the first battle of the W ar Be
tween the Sta tes at Big Bethel on the Virginia Peninsula , June 10,
1861., and the last battle at Palmito, Texas, May 13, 1865. The
Confederates were victor ious in both of these engagements.

Ge neral Magruder held the esteem of the people of T exas and
the confidence of his troops 'until the end. His capable management
of supplies and his brilli ant defense of the coast enabled the Con fed
eracy to equip and supply the weste rn armies as long as the Con
federacy lasted. Additional fame and glory were added to his repu
ta t ion already made famous by his magnificent defense of the Virg inia
Peninsula against M cClellan.
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LIFE AND MURDER OF LLOYD MAGRUDER, JR.

By H ELEN WOLF E, WASHINGTON, D. C.

Ll oyd M agrud er, j r., the ten th child of Lloyd Magruder and
Ann Holmes, was born at Locust G rove, the home of his gra ndfather,
Major Samuel W ade Magruder, in M ontgomery County, Md., on
July 7, 1825. He was an orphan at eleven, as his mother died in
1835 and his father in 1836. His sister, M ar y Cath erine, and her
husband, J ohn A. Carter, took charge of the farm and the younger
childre n. Llo yd attended the Rockville Academy. His letters show
evidence of a good education. When Lloyd was twenty, he went to
Batesville, A rkansas, to join his brother Charl es, who had married
and settled on a plantat ion near there. Ll oyd took up surveying
and later completed his law studies with Judge Baker. H e mar ried
in Batesville, Carolina Pelham, sister of his brother Ch arl es' wife.

W hen the gold rush to Californi a began in 1849, Llo yd M agrud er
with his wife's uncle, Dr. Pelham, left in March of that year to seek
his fortune. His outfit cost three hundred dollars. He made his way
over land to join his brother, J ohn Holmes M agrud er, who had pre
ceded him by sea, leaving lew Yor k in J anuar y, going around Cape
H orn and arriving in San F rancisco the end of J une. The brothers
met in Marysville, then the most flourishing city in the State. The
death of John four years later in 1853 was a great gr ief to Lloyd.

L loyd engaged in mercantile business, practiced law, was marshal
of the county in 1854, clerk of the county, justice of the peace, and
member of the Legislature in 1860. He made and lost several for
tu nes. One time he was entirely burnt out by a fire which swept the
town. Hi s family was with him in M arysville and lat er in Lewiston.

In April, 1862, Llo yd M agrud er left M ar ysville for the Salmon
River Mines in W ashington T erritory, Lewiston being his object ive.
His name is on the Luna H ouse register on July 24, 1862. In the
summer of 1863, he went farther, tak ing a large pack-t rain laden with
merchandise to the Bannock :Mines; thence to Virginia City in Mon
tana, the metr opolis of Alde r Gulch , out of which was taken gold
aggregating over a hundred millions of dollars.

O f Ll oyd M agruder at this time, C. P. Connolly has written in
a magazine article : " M agruder was one of the most popular men
in the set tlements. H e had been a merchant at Lewiston, Idaho, and
the I ndependent D emocratic candidate for Cong ress. H e combined in
his character so many good and noble tr aits that he was generally
esteemed and admired." Ano ther says : " M agruder was a man of
unimpeachable reputa tion and a packer of intrepidity." M agrud er
was credited with the honor of having been the first tr ail-maker into
many of the famous mining regions of the Northwest.

H aving disposed of his goods, M agrud er prepared to return to
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Lewiston with fifteen hundred ounces of yellow gold dust and over
two thousand dollars in bills-the deprec iated Union greenbacks-a
fortune of some $30,000. He knew his wealth would put every road
agent on his track; so he determined to travel wit h a party of four
going in his direct ion. In add ition, he employed as guards to help
with the seventy-five mules and horses he was takin g back for specu
lation, four men, Chris Lowry, Doc Howard (really David Renton),
Jim Romaine and Bill Page. More than one honest man in the camp
knew the character of the men engaged, but terror sealed their lips.

This was in earl y O ctober and soon the passes would be closed by
snow. The party pushed on and in six days were at a lovely camp
near the Bitter Root ran ge. This was the point at which the helpers
had planned to dispose of the party and escape with the gold. Bill
Pa ge was not one of the plotters, but on their offer to share a fourth
with him, he agreed to keep hands off.

At ten o'clock on Sunday night, O ctober 11, 1863, Magruder
and Lowry were on watch. W hen Magruder was leaning over l ight
ing his pipe at the fire, Lowry crushed his skull with an axe. The
others were attacked and killed in their sleep. T he dead men's bodies
and the camp equipment were thrown into a deep canyon. Snow began
to fall and covered up all signs of the camp. All but eight horses
were taken into a canyon and shot. Doc Howard selected for himself
a sorrel horse which had belonged to Magruder.

The four desperadoes made for the coast. T hey hoped to avoid
Lewiston, Magruder's home, but the mountain streams were so swol
len they could not be forded ; and, being without provisions, the men
were forced into the tow n. T he animals were left at a ra nch. The
Snake River being in flood, the idea of a boat had to be given up in
favor of the stage coach, which left in the morn ing. At the booking
office, the men were asked for their names for the way bill. H oward
hesitated and gave J ohn and J oseph Smith and Thomas and J ames
J ones. At this, Hill Beachy, deputy marshal of L ewiston, took a
second look at the four men with coat collars turned up and hats
d rawn down . So many J oneses and Smiths struck Beachy as sus
picious. H e recognized the men as ones he knew had been employed
by Magruder in Virginia City. He recalled a recent dream of his
w ife's in which Magruder had been struck down by an axe, and at
once felt sure something was w rong. vVith no evidence, he could not
detain the men. Later when a party from Virginia City reached
Lewiston, it was learned that Magruder had left with H oward , Low
ry, Romaine and Page. Magruder' s horse and saddle were found at
the ranch, the latt er being ident ified by an Ind ian boy who had
mended it. With this evidence Beachy started in pursuit.

In the meantime, the guilty men had obta ined a good lead. At
P ortl and it was found they had left by boat for San Francisco. T he
departure on the next one being uncertain, Beachy and his deputy
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determined to go overla nd, heading for Yreka, the nearest telegraph
sta tion. From there a wire was sent the police in San Francisco. The
four were in jail when Beachy arrived w ith the necessary requisition
papers.

The men were taken back to Lewiston , where there was difficulty
in preventing a lynching. Through a hole cut into room imprison
ing the murderers much information was obtained. By trading on the
terror of Page, a weakling, he was induced to turn sta te's evidence.
He told the whole story and w as set free, to die later in a brawl.
Howard , Lowry, and Romaine were hanged March 4. 1864.

Hill Beachy succeeded in obtaining for the wid ow and heirs of
Lloyd Magruder the $ 17,000 which the men had deposited in the
mint in San Francisco.

When the news of the disappearance of M agruder and his fellow
travelers reached Virginia City, the wrath of the bett er element at
this late st outrage played a la rge part in producing the sent iment
which result ed in the organizing of the Vigilantes, who eventually
broke up the gangs of bandits. The murder of Llo yd Magrud er was
a sad ending for a boy raised among the peaceful hills of Montgomery
County, but those were days of high adventure.
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