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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GATHERING OF 1931

THURSDAY, O CTOB ER 15, 11:00 A. M.

The American Clan Gregor Society assembled at 11:00 A. M. in the
Willard Hotel, Washington, D. c., where instructions for reachin g Hyatts­
ville, Maryland, Presbyterian Church for the un veiling of a memorial
tablet to Alexander Ma grud er were given.

With th e arri val at thi s church at noon, th e first formal program of the
twenty-second annual gathering was opened by the singing of the H ymn,
"Nearer My God to Thee." At the close of th e hymn th e Chi eftain, Mr.
Egb ert Watson M agrud er, called upon Rev. Enoch Magrud er Thompson,
D. D., the Society's Chaplain, for the invocati on which was followed by
the admirable address of our former Chieftain, Mr. Caleb Clarke Magrud­
er, in tribute to Alexand er Magrud er as the found er of an illustri ous
family in Americ a. At the close of Mr. Ma gruder 's add ress th e congre­
gation sang "My Country, 'Tis of Thee."

Th e donor of the memorial t ab let, Mr. William Pinkney Magruder,
was escorted to the front of the church for the unveiling by Mr. George
Corbin Washington Magruder, Deputy Chieft ain for Oklahoma, and Mr.
Kenneth Dann Magruder of Penn sylvania.

Mr. William Pinkney Ma grud er pulled th e cord, releasing th e American
flag which had covered th e tablet, and th e following inscription und er a
spr ig 0' pine, the Clan's emblem, was revealed:

I N MEMORY OF

ALEXANDER MAGR UDER

MARYLAND I M M I GR A NT , 1652

PROGEN ITOR OF THE

MAGRUDER FAMILY

IN THE UNITED ST AT E S

BORN PERTHSHIRE, SCOTLAND, 1610

DIED "ANCHOVIE HILLS,"

CALVERT COUNTY, MARYLAND, 1677

" 'COME TO ME,' QUOTH THE PINE TREE,

'I AM THE GIVER OF HO NOR.'''

PLACED BY AMERICAN CLAN GREGOR SOCIETY

1931

Present ati on of th e tablet was made in th e name of th e Clan by M r.
William Pin kney M agruder with the following remar ks:
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AMERI CAN CLAN GREGOR SO CIETY

Dr. Evans: In behalf of American Clan Gregor Society, I have the pleasure of
presenting to you, and your successors, and the Congregation of the Hyattsville
Presbyterian Church, this memorial tablet to Alexander Magruder, with the re­
quest, that you, and each of you, guard it with a jealous eye looking to its protection
and preservation, always.

The tablet was accepted by th e R ev. D. H obart E vans, pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church, H yattsville, Md., with t he following remarks :

Mr. Magruder, and Members of the American Clan Gregor Society: It has been
our privilege in this service to see men and women of yesterday rise from their
graves and pass before us in review. Together, they make a great host, active in
all the departments of life, and leaving behind them fragrant memories and in­
fluences for good. In a generation such as ours, when we are too prone to cast
away the moorings of the past, it is good to meet with a society that considers it
worth while to take time each year to stop and take a grateful look back. The
visions of this hour, in which these people have moved again before us, should
deepen our appreciation of them and should quicken us to emulate their worthiness
in our own lives.

It is quite appropria te that the tablet to Alexander Magruder should be placed
in th is historic church whose history is nearly contemporary with his. In 1704
this church was an active organization. The silver communion service, purporting
to have been given in 1707 by Queen Ann to Col. Ninian Beall and by him to this
church, is at the front of the church and may be viewed after this service.

Mr. Magruder and members of the Society, on behalf of the officers and members
of th is church, it gives me much pleasure to accept th is tablet with all that it sig­
nifies, and in their behalf I gratefully say, Thank You.

Following the acceptanc e of th e tablet th e dedi catory prayer was made
by t he R ev. Enoch M agru der Thompson . Aft er the benediction the
servi ce was closed with th e singing of the hymn, "Onward Christi an
Soldiers."

Visiting clergymen were R ev. C. 1. Flory, South Hyattsville Methodist
piscopal Church ; Rev. B. A. M atzen, Berwyn Presbyteri an Church;

and Re v. Clyde Brown , Pinkney M emorial Protestant Episcopal Church.
On exh ibit ion were the tankard and two chalices remaining in the silver

communion set which Colonel N inian Beall had given to th e Presbyteri an
congregation of which H yattsville Church is the successor.

Mr. C. C. Magruder also displayed an an cient, warped, hand-made
brick taken from th e ruins of " Anchov ie Hill s."

At th e close of th e service a bountiful M aryland dinner was served the
Clan smen and their guest s by th e ladi es of th e church.

8:00 P. M.

The eve ning session of the Society a t th e Willard Hotel was called to
or der by th e Chi eftain .

Following prayer by the cha plain, repor t s of officers were received.
The Scrib e's report appea rs on a succeeding page.

The inspiriting report of th e R egistrar, M rs. O. O. van den 'Be rg,
showe d new members hailin g from Mi chigan to Alabama and Missis­
sippi, a nd from th e Di strict of Columbia to Oklahoma. They ar e the
following:
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679 Miss Mary Daniell, Port Gibson, Mississippi.
680A Mrs. Frank Pelham Stone (Lily Cath erine Moore), Bethesda, Maryland.
681 Wilson Kent Magruder, Washington, D. C.
682 Iril Bryan Magruder, Washington, D. C.
683 Miss J ane Waters Gregory, Vienna, Virginia.
684 Mrs. Ja mes Oscar Henkel, Jr. (Ruth Elizabeth MacGregor), Hun tsville,

Alabama.
685 Miss Katharine Kellogg Adams, Chicago, Illinois.
686 Mrs. Edwin Kluttz Creech (Madelyn Lamkin), Goldsboro, Nort h Carolina.
687 Harold Napoleon Magruder, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
688 Huber t Vance Reed, Choctaw, Oklahoma.
689 Mrs. Edna Magruder Hancock, Frankfort, Kentucky.
690 Mrs. Roy P. Grant (Jenn ie Jones), Detroit, Michigan.
691 Mrs. Philip Rood Wheeler (Anna Lucinda Ericson), Alexandria, Virginia.
692m William Magruder Lesher, Silver Spring, Maryland.
693m Miss Mary Lee Duval, Benning, D. C.

The Histori an, Miss Mary Therese Hill , anno unced the following
deaths of members:

274

307
639
90

Mrs. Pierre C. (Sarah Goldsborough Magruder) Stevens, Washington, D. C.,
February 23, 1931.

Mrs. Andrew (Lizzie Magruder) Mitchell, Chicago, Illinois, J une 15, 1931.
Hiram Walter Drane, Memphis, Tennessee, July 5, 1931.
Miss Nannie Hughes Magruder, Port Gibson, Mississippi, beloved deputy

chieftain.

The report of the Treasurer, J ohn Edwin Muncaster, read s as follows:

R ECEI PTS :

From dues of 1928 .
1929 .
1930 .
1931 .

Years Books sold .

$ 4 .00
51.00

303.00
37.00
10.00

$405 .00
Balance October 16,1930. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 .90

$446.90

286 .71

$ 3.00
8 .00

68 .78
34 .74

165 . 19
7 .00

EXP ENDITUR ES:

For ribbon for badges .
Stationery for scribe .
J . B. Ferneyhough, Year book 1929 .
Engraving for Year Book 1930 .
Paid on Year Book 1930 .
Postage, Treasurer .

- ------
Balance October 15, 1931. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . $160 . 19

Amount of Tru st fund held for orders. . . . . . . . .. . . . 100 .00

Actual balance , . . . . . . .. $ 60 . 19

Th ere is still due on the Year Book of 1930, lH95.16.

The E d ito r, J ohn Bowie Fern eyh ough, reported the publication and
di stribu tion of the Year Book for 1930.

The Chieftain annou nced th at the official pine of this G athering was
irom "Enfield Chase," home of H end erson M agruder (di ed 1 ~ : :l), ca p­
tain in the Upper Battalion of Prince Geor ge' s County, Maryland Militia,
1778 and 1779. It was supp leme nted by pine brou ght by Mrs. Frank
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Pelham Stone from her home in Montgomery County, Ma ryland, ori­
ginally the home of First Lieutena nt Samu el Brewer Magrud er of the
Revoluti on.

The Chiefta in then delivered his const ructive and comprehensive
annual add ress.

Memoria l sketc hes of deceased memb ers were read in the absence of
the writers by Mr. Robert Lee Magruder and Mr. Ca leb Clarke Magruder.
Though not a member of th e Society, Mrs. William Leonard of Fostoria,
Ohio, had readil y responded to an invitati on to write the sketc h of her
brother, William Augustin e Magrud er.

" A tribute to Clan Gre gor," written by Dr. James William Magruder
of Mechanicsburg, Ohio, with th e expectat ion of having his fat her,
Vesalius Seamour Magrud er, the late Deputy Chieftain of Ohio, read it
at a Gathering, was presented by Mr. Kennet h Dann Magrud er. The
paper proved so stimulating that Mr. Caleb Clarke Magruder followed
it up exte mporaneously with a scholarly address, reviewing in detail the
entire history of the persecuted Scotch MacGregors. This part of the
program was one of th e high-lights of the session. Mr. C. C. Ma grud er
pointed out th at the MacGregors held th eir lands by right of inheritance
as well as by th at of possession.

Mr. George Corbin Washington Magrud er announced that he had
promised our late Chieftain, Dr. Edward May Magruder, that he would
sing at a gathering, "Remember Lot's Wife" (see Year Book, 1917) and,
to th e tune of "Marching through Georgia," "Our Sammies Across the
Sea," composed by Mr. G. C. \V. Ma gruder' s brother, J ulian Magrud er,
deceased. The privilege was readily granted.

The Scribe reported receipt of a letter of hospitality from Washington
Cathedral, to which he had sent in the name of the Clan a letter of appre­
ciation. A requ est also had been received from Representative Sol
Bloom, Associate Director, United States Commission for the Celebration
of th e Two Hundredth Anni versary of the Birth of George Was hington,
for endorsement by our Society of the Celebration in 1932.

On motion of Mr. Ca leb Clark e Ma gruder, du ly seconded, the Society
voted to reaffirm the endorsement given by our Council at th e last Gather­
ing, and the Scribe was instructed to notify Representati ve Bloom
accordingly.

On motion of Mr. William Pinkney Magruder, the Society gave a
rising vote of th an ks to Mi ss Helen Woods Gantt and per pupils, Mi ss
Jaqueline Embrey and Miss Gene Campbell, for Scotch songs and dances,
with which th ey had enlivened the evening's program.

The meeting was th en adjourn ed .

FRIDAY, O CTO BER 16

At 2:00 P. M. on October 16, 1931, the Clansmen assembled at Mount
Vernon, Virginia, to pay homage to th e F ath er of our Country.

They were met by Colonel Harrison Howell D odge, resident Secretary
and Superintend ent of Mount Vern on since 1885, who escorted them
over the groun ds and related the history of some of the noble trees planted
th ere.
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At t he tomb of George Washin gton , in the rear of which repose the
remains of an uncle and other relati ves of Mr. George Corb in Washington
M agruder , the Clan was hon ored by th e presence of Mrs. Alice H. Rich­
ard s, Regent of th e Moun t Vernon Ladies' Association, and Mrs. Thom as
S. M axey, Vice-Regent for T exas since 1896 and recognized as th e dean
of the Associat ion. Present also, as guard ian of the tomb, was Geo rge
Ford, desce nda nt of West Ford', George Washington 's body-servant.

M r. Caleb Clarke Magrude r made a brief add ress, calling attention
to the support which th e M agruders had given to th e Commander-in­
Ch ief of th e American forces in the Revolution. He explained that th e
"sprig 0' pine" for th e Ch ieftain to lay upon the sarcoph agus of Washing­
ton had come from "T he Rid ge," bi rthplace of Colone l Zad ok M agruder,
ran king Magrude r milita ry officer durin g th e Revoluti on, and from
" Locust G rove, " home of Ma jor Sam uel \Vade Magrud er of th e Revolu­
tion, who had been lieutenant during the French and Indian \Var , in
which Washin gton also had part icipa ted. The combined pieces of pine
which formed th e "sprig 0' pine," were bou nd togeth er wit h a ribbon of
Clan Gregor t art an.

Colonel Dodge responded to our Chieft ain's presentati on address.
Accompanying th e Chieftain inside of the tomb was Mr. George Corbin

Washington M agruder, descendant of Colonel Zad ok Magruder and of
a brother and a half-brother of General \Vashington, who placed upon the
sarcop hagus a spr ig 0' pine accepted by th e Clan as a gift of Oklahoma
through th e courtesy of it s Sta te Fo rester, Mr. Geo rge R. P hillips.

The exercises at th e tomb were conclude d with th e following prayer
by th e Chaplain:

Almighty God , our Heavenly Father, in whose hand s are th e living and
th e dead, we give Thee than ks for Geo rge Washin gton, and for all th ese
Thy servants who have laid down th eir lives in th e serv ice of our count ry .
G rant to th em T hy merc y and th e light of Thy presence, t ha t t he good
work wh ich T hou hast begun in t hem may be perfected ; th rough Jesus
Chri st T hy Son, our Lord.-AMEN.

The Clan next assembled about th e sha pely little white pine tree to
be plan ted as the Clan's memorial to George Washington , whose white
pine planted under his direct ion on that exac t site had died. Whil e M r.
George Corbin Washington Magruder planted our pine tree, assist ed by
our Chiefta in, Mr. Kenneth D ann Magru der addressed remar ks be­
fit ti ng th e occasion. The tree had been brought from "Glenmore,"
Albemarle County, Va., birthplace of our first and of our pre sent Chieftain
and home of our Depu ty Ch iefta in for Virginia. I t now bears a metal
disk num bered 33. Full record of it s significa nce is ente red in t he official
a rchives of Mount Vernon .

'NOTE
In his will j udge Wa shington gav e We st a farm on Hunting Cre ek a nd orde red th at

West be paid what ever appears by his ledge r to be due him . judge Washington a lso desired
West to rema in in t he sa me position and employ ment during t he life of his wife, if she de­
sired him to do so, on th e same term s he was th en living at Mo unt Vernon

In The Home of Wa 5hin gtor., Benson j . Lossing, who visited Mount Vern on in 1858,
sta tes that West Ford was a mulatto house servan t who cam e to Mount Vernon with judge
Bus hrod Washin gton in 1802 and, although freed by his mast er in 1829, he refu sed to leave
t he plar e,

West told Mr. Lossin g that he was a t that tim e [18581 in hi. 72nd year.-Eotita.



12 AM ERI CAN CLAN GREGOR SO CI ETY

Colonel Dodge explained th at thirty-two world celebrities had preceded
the Clan in planting memorial trees at Mount Vern on, Marshal Foc h
having been th e last of this number, but added pleasingly th at Mo unt
Vernon had reserved for th e American Clan Gregor Society th e grea t
privilege of plant ing th e 33rd. The 33 degree is the highest honor in
Masonry , of which fraterni t y Washington had been a member.

The spade used in th e planting is reserved under lock and key solely
for memorial occasions. Many of the Clansmen present took turns with
it in sprinkling soil about th e tree, aft er the official planting. The sta te­
ment by Colonel Dodge th at this spade had been used by the Prince of
Wales was most int erestin g to Mr. C. C. Magru der who kissing his right
palm , laid it affectionately on the handl e of the spade, and said, " In tribute
to th e Prin ce."

During th e inspection of Mount Vernon following this final ceremon y,
Clansmen gathered round Mr. George Corbin Washington Magruder on
the porch of the mansi on overlooking Deer Park and the beautiful Potomac
River, and und er the insp iration of th is superb scene our Deputy Chi eftain
from Oklahoma reminisced about his own life at Mount Vernon and about
his \Vashington relati ves and ancestors.

8:00 P. M.

The closing session of th e Societ y was held at the Willard Hotel with
the Chieft ain presiding over a large assembly of the Gathering, including
visitors from Oklahoma who were introduced to the Clansmen.

Mr. Kenneth D ann Magrud er of Pittsburgh, Penns ylvania, read part
of a comprehensive paper he had been invited to prepare on "] ulia
Magrud er : Her Life and Writings." He explained that the story had been
built up from th e slight clue furni shed by Mi ss Ma ry Amelia Fi sher of
Hanover, Pennsylvani a, th at Ju lia Ma grud er's marri ed siste r was Mrs.
Gib son of Concord , North Carolina, who had died some tim e ago.

Mr. George Corbin Washington Magrud er of Oklahoma City, Okla­
homa, enlivened the occasion with va rious anecdotes relating to his
famil y. He gave the history of George Wash ington's seal and showed a
stamp made from the origina l, from which facsimiles of th e seal can be
reproduced.

On motion of M r. J ohn Bowie Ferneyhough, duly seconded, th e same
officers of the Clan were re-elected for th e ensuing yea r.

The re-elected Chieft ain, Mr. Egbert Watson M agruder, th en an­
nounced his appointments. I n respon se to Mr. George Corbin Wash­
ington Magruder 's earnest app eal not to be reappointed Deputy Chieftain
for Oklahoma, so that a young man newly add ed to the Clan's roster
could be inducted into act ive service, the Chieftain paid tribute to th e
meritorious service already perform ed by Mr. Magruder and in du e
recogniti on reap pointed him with power to appoint assista nts. The
Society app lauded this action.

For all Special Committees no chan ges in personnel were made.
On motion of Mr. Kenneth Dann Magruder, duly second ed, th e Chief­

tain was authorized to appoint a committee to examine th e possibilities
of execut ing policies which the Chieftain had so ably advocat ed in his
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annual address. This committee was empowered to put into effect such
policies that should be found to be practical and not cont rary to the Rul es
of the Society. The Chieftain thereupon ap pointed Mr. K. D. Magruder,
chairman, Mrs. Robert Rowland Stabler, Messrs. William Pin kney
Magrud er, John Bowie Ferneyhough, Alexand er Muncaster , John E.
Muncaster, and Rob ert Lee Ma grud er.

On motion of Mr. Caleb Clarke Magruder, duly seconded, th e Scribe
was instructed to notify the manager of the Willard Hotel of th e Clan's
appreciati on of th e hospitality extended during the Gathering.

Th e Clan eagerly concurred in a motion of felicitation extended by Mr.
Caleb Clar ke Ma grud er to Mr. George Corbin Washington Ma grud er,
who was declared perman ently enshrin ed in th e hearts of the Clansmen
and who combin ed the enthusiasm of youth with the wisdom of maturity.
While no one can live always, Mr. C. C. Magruder remark ed that even
after the vase is shattered, the scent of th e rose lives on. A spontaneous
outb urst of app lause greeted these words of tribute for our Oklahoma
D eputy Chieftain, who, at the age of seventy-six yea rs, has an iron
physique which any young man would be proud to possess.

On motion of Mr. George Corbin Washington Ma grud er the Scribe was
instructed to write a letter of th anks to the State Forester of Oklahoma
for his courtesy in sending th e pine as the State's share in paying homage
through the Clan to th e Father of our Country.

On moti on of Mr. Caleb Clarke Magruder, the Scribe was instructed to
address to Colonel H. H. Dodge a resoluti on express ing the gratitude of
the Clan to him and to the Mount Vern on Lad ies' Association for the rare
pr ivilege and courtesy extended to th e Clan at Mount Vernon.

Led by Rev. Enoch Magrud er Thompson, Chaplain, the Clan sang,
"Stand up, stand up for J esus" and " Blest be the tie that bind s." By
special request of Mr. George Corbin Washington Magruder, the Clan
also sang, " God be with you till we meet again. "

After benediction by the Chaplain, the annual Gatherin g of the Ameri­
can Clan Grego r Society was adjourned. This Gathering was acclaimed
as one of th e most successfu l in the twenty-two years of t he history of t he
Clan.

A LETTER FROM COLONEL DODGE

Mount Vernon, Virginia, September 10, 1931.

HARRISON H. D ODGE,
Suptrintmdmt.

(Signed)

D ear Sir:
You will be pleased to know, I have received approval of your project to plant a

pine tree at Mount Vernon as a memorial to Geor ge Washington, said planting­
by the American Clan Gregor Society-being set for a date about the middle of
October.

The place chosen for said tree is marked on the accompanyin g map. It is where
Washington planted pines, and there is a place there where one of the old trees
died some years ago and has never been filled. That tree was a pinu s strobus
(white pine), and I would suggest the appropriateness of your selection being one
of that variety.

Tablets on trees are prohibited, but a metal disk bearin g the numeral 33 will
have correspondin g entry on our record s giving the particulars of planting, when
and by whom.
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ANNUAL ADDRESS OF THE CH IEFTAIN

E GB ER T W. M AGR UD ER , VIRGI NIA

I wish to th an k all of the officers for th e most excellent work and hearty
sup port and coopera tion th ey ha ve given me du ring t he past yea r, and I
wish you to know th at th e success of this Gathering is due to th eir splend id
work . The Program Committee has been exceedingly bu sy and you can
see from th e part of th e program we have had and from what is to follow
how well th ey have succeeded. Our Scribe has been untiring in his work
during the yea r. The excellent Year Book you have received shows th e
good work our Edito r has done. Our faithful Treasurer has, as usual,
don e his work splendidly. Again I wish to th ank all th e officers and com­
mittees for th e assistance they have given and th e hearty coopera t ion
they have shown.

The American Clan Gregor Society is now 22 yea rs old and I thi nk it
is t ime th at we pause to consider what we have done, what we are doing,
and especially wha t we are going to do. Our gatherings have been uni­
formly interesting and instructive. The fellowship amongst th e members
has been wonderful and the friend ships alone th at we have made have
ju stified th e form ation and cont inuance of th e Societ y. The pap ers which
have been pr esented at the gatherings and published in th e Year Book
have been of a very high order and of great historical va lue and I very
mu ch doubt if any other similar organization in th e same length of time
has accomplished so much of permanent va lue. Our Year Books are
sought afte r by publi c librari es and genea logical societ ies.

The attendance at th e first gat hering, I believe, was th e largest we ha ve
had and for several yea rs thereafter th e attendance kept up to a very high
mark, but it ha s gradually decreased and we do not have as man y at our
gatherin gs now as we did some yea rs ago. We have add ed new memb ers
eve ry year but for some yea rs past th e loss of memb ers through death and
resignati on has, I believe, more than offset th e number of new memb ers
who have come in, so that at present I doubt whet her we have as many
members as we did a few years ago .

As tim e goes on methods and ways of doing things chan ge and at the
present time changes are made more rapidly th an ever in th e history of
th e world. Wh at were conside red the best mean s of accomplishing a
given result a few years ago are found to be out of date and new methods
have to be adop ted. In bu siness, changes have to be made from yea r to
yea r to keep abreast of the tim es and to accomplish th e best results. So
with organizatio ns, changes have to be made and I think it is time for us
to conside r whether some changes cannot be mad e in our meth ods in ord er
to add to th e interest of th e Society, at t ract more members, secur e better
attenda nce at our gatherings, and accomplish better results. Our tri ps to
vari ous places to unveil t ablet s to our ancesto rs have been changes from
our original programs which have been most enjoyable, and our pilgrim age
to Mount Vern on tomorrow bids fair to be most interestin g and enjoyable.
As th ese changes have been most helpful to t he Society, th e qu esti on
comes up "What ot her cha nges can be mad e to improve our organiza­
tion?" I have been thinking over this matter during th e pas t year an d
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ha ve consu lted with some of our members an d have ob tained suggestions
from man y of th em, and have secured from our active and energet ic Scribe
many va luable suggestions. What I am going to say has grown out of
correspondence and ta lks with th e members.

The first recommendation I have to make is a cha nge in our Rul es.
T omorrow we go to M t, Vernon to lay a wreath on th e tomb of Geo rge
Washington to show our ap preciat ion of th e Father of his Country and
next yea r th ere will be throughout th e count ry a celebra t ion of th e two­
hun dredth annive rsary of his birth. It is, therefore, well for us to con­
sider th e characte r of Washington and what he did for his count ry, and
th e wisdom he displayed in all things, and see if we cannot improve our
organization by medit ating on and applying to ourselves some of his
wisdom. He declined to serve more th an two term s as President of the
United Stat es and thi s has become pra ctically an unwritten law of th e
land. I think it would be well for our organization to follow his example
and to chan ge our Rul es so that no one could serve more than two con­
secuti ve term s as Chieft ain. Rotation in office, you might say, is a cardi­
nal pr inciple of our count ry and in most of t he successful organizations of
which I am acquainted th e president serves only one, or at the most, t wo
term s. Ch anging th e presiding officer bri ngs new blood to th e office, new
ideas, new energy , and new interest, and it has been found beneficial in
pra ctically all organizatio ns. I, th erefore, think our organization should
do likewise and I recomm end th at t he Rul es of this Society be so amended.

Another suggestion which I consider should be investigated is that th e
Societ y issue bull etins from tim e to tim e in order to keep the memb ers
posted as to what we are doing. Our membership is scattered all over th e
United States and we also have members in South America. Of course,
it is impossible for th e majority of our members to attend regularly and
all th ey know of what is going on is what th ey see in the Year Book, which
comes out once a year, and usu ally many months afte r th e annua l gather­
ing. It is hard to keep up an act ive interest in an organization when you
never attend th e gatherings and only get inform ati on about th e gat herings
or th e members once a year. In the Year Book which has just been issued
I suppose you noticed t he division entitled "News of Members", in which
there are five pages devoted to information as to what some of our mem­
bers are doing. I have no doubt you have all read th at portion of the
Year Book with great inte rest. If we could have something like that
coming to us, say , about every three months, presenting in an interesting
manner wha t our membe rship is doing, it would be most interest ing and
would give th e members who can never at tend some inform ati on abo ut
th e ot her memb ers and bring th em in closer touch with th e Society and
with each other. Our Year Book has given in a splendid ma nner what our
ancestors have done. This is most interestin g and val uable but it is also
well to know wha t th e prese nt generat ion is doing, for th e present genera­
tion is making histo ry for t he future. Many of us are like Hu ck Finn, who
was very much interested in th e story of Solomon, but when he found, as
he puts it , "T hat Solomon had been dead abo ut 100 years, he didn 't care
no more about him ". So all of us, I think, are as much interested in what
our own members are doin g at th e present as we are in what our ancestors
did 100 or more years ago. T here is much to be said in favor of such a
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publication. There are two serious objections. One is the collect ion of
a sufficient amount of interest ing inform ation to pu blish such a bull etin
four times a yea r. The second is th e funds to finance the publication.
Our finan cial condit ion is always poor, but I will touch on this later .
Without ext ra financi al help it would be impossible to publi sh th e bullet in.
T hat financ ial help might be secured through getting adve rt ising for t he
bull et in. T he good which would be done by keep ing th e membe rs in­
formed as to what is going on would be very great and it might cause t he
delinquent memb ers to pay up th eir du es and might be th e mean s of
adding many more members to our Society. If all memb ers would pay
and if we could secure a goodly number of addit ional memb ers each yea r,
we would have no troubl e with th e finan ces, so such a publication is well
worth considering.

Anoth er suggest ion is t ha t local sections of the American Clan Gregor
Society be form ed, and th at gatherings of th ese local sect ions be held as
often as each sectio n would find it to its best interest. At present it is
hard to get memb ers to join who live far from Washington becau se th ey
cannot attend th e annual gatherings. Wh ere, however, th ere are enough
of the descendants of old Clan Gregor in anyone localit y a section might
be formed and by frequent meeti ngs a great deal of interest might be
aroused and ma ny new memb ers added to th e Society. The American
Chemical Society has been following that method and th ere are a great
number of local sections. I believe nearl y eve ry sta te has one and some
states have several. These local sections have been very helpful to th e
memb ers and to th e Society and th ey usu ally have well-attended and in­
terestin g meetings. M any other organizations also have local cha pte rs
which have been found helpful. There might not be enough material to
form very many local sect ions but in Maryland and around Washington
th ere are many memb ers who might find it ad visable to meet together
more often than once a year. In certain sections of Virginia and Penn syl­
van ia and some other states enough MacGregor descendants migh t be
found to st art local sections. By having th ese local sections many would
be induced to join who are not now memb ers and addit ional interest would
be ta ken in th e Society. Thus by securing new members and by cau sing
old members through added interest to pa y th eir dues more promptly, our
financ es would be put in good shape. I think it worth while for the
Society to consider such a step.

In the ea rly da ys of th e Society we had very man y more young people
to attend than we do now. We used to have dancing and refreshm ents.
From one cause or another th ese ha ve been omitted and the young people
have been dropping out. For any organization to grow and flouri sh it is
necessary to ha ve youn g blood and our Society ought to devise mean s for
attracting th e young as well as th e old to th e gatherings, and we should
consider how we could make our gat herings attractive to all.

We should have a memb ership certifi cate printed on good paper, got t en
up in an attract ive style, wit h the MacGregor coat of arm s so th at mem­
bers can, if th ey desire, fram e it as is frequ ently done by memb ers of ot her
organizations.

It has been suggested th at th e requirements for membership be more
rigidl y ap plied and that th e ap plicants be requ ired to furnish certified
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copies of th e claims for membership . This might act as a deterr ent to
app licants or it might act ju st in th e contrary way. Some people are not
willing to take much troubl e to join an organizatio n; whereas, on th e ot her
hand, if it is difficult to obta in memb ership, th e greate r th e honor of being
a member , so th at making th e requirements more stringent might make
people feel that it is a greate r honor to become a memb er and, in thi s way,
would encoura ge th ose th at are not memb ers to join. This is another
subje ct to be conside red.

Our excellent Treasurer send s out bills to delinquent members and some
respond but man y do not so our Scribe has initi ated wha t I consider an
excellent plan as a follow up to th e Treasurer 's dun s. He has written to
all Deputy Chieftain s giving each a list of th e memb ers in th eir territory
who ha ve not paid th eir du es, and has requ ested th em to use th eir good
offi ces to get th ese members to pay up . Hi s success has not been very
great but I think th e idea is a good one and it might be embodied in the
policy of the Society and, if so, the Deputy Chieftains wou ld be more
active in this line of work .

Last, but not least , is th e finan ces. Ever since th e organiza t ion of the
Society we have had trouble in keepin g th e treasury in a good financia l
condition. Frequently th e publi cation of t he Year Book has been delayed
on account of th e lack of fund s to pay for it , and at present the Society is
in debt to th e Editor for the publi cati on of th e last Year Book. If all of
our memb ers would pay up we would have enough money to meet all of
our obl igations and branch out int o new fields, and add much interest to
ou r Society. Some of the suggestions I have ju st mad e bear on th is
question of financ es. At present eve ryone seems to be having financial
difficulties and we are not th e only ones in finan cial straits, but we need
to give it serious consideration.

I, therefore, recomm end th at the American Clan Gregor Society appoint
a strong committee to consider th e suggestions I have made and with th e
end in view that our beloved Societ y may be mad e better, st ronger, more
interesting and more useful.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SCRIBE

KENN ETH DANN MAGR UDER, PENNSYLVANIA

When th e Clan was first organized twenty-two years ago, the expecta­
tion was that Deputy Chieftains would be actu al leaders in th eir respec­
t ive states, even to the exte nt of forming local chapte rs for meeti ngs at
least once a month. When circum stances seem favorable, thi s plan should
be put into execution. T o date, not one of th e app ointees has felt ab le to
proceed with this responsibility, so that in pra cti ce th e duties of thi s office
have been limited to securing new members, keeping in touch with mem­
bers within the state, posting th e Scribe wheneve r activit ies of members
would be of general interest to th e Clan, and obta ining valuable genea logi-

. ... cal and historical material for publi cati on in our Year Book.
I n some states, not only the actual, but potential, membership is ex­

tremely limited, so that Deputy Ch ieftain s find lit tl e or nothing to do.
With such reasons, none shou ld feel asham ed to report failure to achieve.
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I n ot her sta tes , potenti al memb ership appea rs to be considerabl e, but
in reality has little to offer for th e Clan, since in th ese modern times a true
perspecti ve seems largely lacking, wit h a result that appreciati on for the
services of virt uous ancestors is not of sufficient st rengt h to create an
in terest in th e purposes of our Society. Wh en a conscientious Deputy
Chieft ain is confronte d wit h thi s situation, diligent efforts ofte n bring
negative returns. \Ve wish to emphas ize aga in t hat an excellent Deputy
Ch ieftain cannot be j udged solely by results. The will to do all th at is
hu manly possible for the attainment of our objectives is t he proper test .

The present adm inist ration has re-examined qu ite carefully t he oppor­
tu nit ies for st rengthening the Clan so that it s future may be even brighte r
th an its past . Whe reve r th e interest of Deputy Chiefta ins has proved to
be merely nominal, th ey have not been retain ed. In stead, an effort has
been made to introdu ce real worke rs who would persist regardl ess of dis­
couragement s,

This reorganization has required so much time and so man y attempts
to locat e th e ideal persons for und ertakin g the responsibilities, that the
last Year Book had to be publi shed before an adequate listing of the
fai th ful D eputy Chiefta ins could be presented. T herefore, special recogni­
tion and tribute should be paid at thi s tim e to the following per sons who
have been in office during t he pas t yea r :

\

He rbert T utwiler for Alabama
Mrs. George S. Rees for California
M iss Helen Wolfe for Dist rict of Columbia
Mrs. Shim Perm enter for Florida
George Milton Magruder for Georgia
M rs. Arthur Brown for Illinois
Thomas Magruder Wade , J r., for Louisiana
Alvra W. Gregory for Maine
Professor Calvert Ma gruder for Massachusetts
Mi ss Nannie Hu ghes Magrud er for Mississippi
Mi ss Gert rude Owen Pendleton for MiSSOUrI
William Woodward for New York
M rs. Ed win Klu t tz Creech for Nort h Carolin a
Marion Myrl Harrison for Ohio
George Corbin Washington Magrud er for Oklahoma
Mrs. Rober t Rowland Stable r for Pe nnsylvan ia
Tohn T homas Wightman Flint for South Carol ina
\ Vilhoite Carpenter Barrickman for Te xas
Mrs . W. H. Stewart for Virginia
Mrs. William Field for Argentina, South Amer ica.

The death of M iss Na nnie Hughes Magruder of Missi ssippi last July
ha s meant a distinct loss to th e Clan. We had not a hint that her health
was failing, and only a month before the end she was working energetically
as Depu t y Chieft ain, in which cap acity she had given exemplary service
sin ce 1916.

Fo llowing th e reluctantly accepted resignation of Captain John Bailey
Ni cklin, jr., as Deputy Chieft ain of T ennessee, our Chieftain app ointed
Mr. Hiram Walter Drane as successor; but aga in th e grim Reaper robb ed
us of a valued Clan sman, even before notice of th e appointment could be
received. Whil e reporting th e loss of her father, Dr. Miriam Magruder
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Drane showed th e spir it which should cha rac te rize every memb er of Clan
Gregor, " It seems th at th e T enn essee list is very short, if I can persuade
th e other memb ers of our fam ily to join , it will be swelled considerably."

Occasionally, th e Clan receives let ters of resignation from members
who argue th at th ey are unable to attend the Gatherings. On t he othe r
hand, Mrs. William Field, our new Deputy Chi eft ain for Argentina, is
determi ned th at distance shall not cause a severance of her connection
with th e Clan. In orde r to ensure her permanent affi liat ion, she has sub­
scribe d to a life membership , which repr esents a financial sacrifice to her,
" t his $25 th at I am send ing you would cost me norm ally in 'p esos' (which
is our currency here) abo ut 59 (pesos). I have had to pay 90 pesos for t he
dr aft, and our income here is in pesos." When the exchange rate becomes
normal again, she hopes to enable at least one ot her memb er of her South
American famil y to enjoy t his perpetu al link with Clan Gregor. " I am
very proud of my ancest ry, th erefore I am glad to keep up my relations
with th e Societi es exist ing to keep th e memory green."

We regret that not all persons with Ma cGregor blood in th eir veins
share such pride. But perha ps our Society is partly at fault by layin g too
much emphasis upon great deeds of th e pas t. Said H amlin Garland , "T o
be guided by the past is a sign of st rengt h; to be bound by the past is weak.
ness." Clan members are ma king history today, and we should be cog­
nizant of this fact. P resent news seems to man y more alive than the
recit al of old events. Such inform ati on disseminat ed through a monthly
or qu arterly news bulletin should "gather kindred together in c1an ship."
It should " inspire cordiality among it s members" and should be th e most
effect ive method of collect ing "complete and authen tic history of (the
Cla n's) memb ers."

A consciousness of great associa tio ns connected with M agruder or Mac­
Gregor descend ants should instill a feeling of responsibility in maintaining
high standa rds already established. Hi gh group sta ndards consta ntly
kept in th e mind s of Clan memb ers should help to keep th e indi vidual
st and ards from sagging and from depa rt ing from th e pattern . No one
wan ts to be a black sheep in a nota bly super ior famil y.

These are some of th e th oughts whic h have been digested by officers
during th e past yea r, and th e general conclusion is th at th e proposed
year-round contacts (which th e Ga thering and Year Book alone do not
brin g) should produce unprecedented vita lity for th e organization. The
one ob stacle to such success is finan cial. This problem should be solved,
if possible, at the present Ga ther ing.

M ay I add th at while th e duties as Scribe ha ve proved onerous , the
remarkable team-work and prized friend ship s developed ha ve more th an
comp ensated by putting inspir ation into th e work. The foundation now
has been laid for a building of greate r proportions during th e comin g year.

KENN ETH D ANN M A GR UD ER , Scribe.



20 AMERICAN CLAN ' GREGOR SOCIETY

THE PIN E TREE

CALEB CLARK E MAGRUD ER, MARYLAND

I break from th e sod with no pain of birth,
I look upward,
I grow toward th e light.
In me is th e rising sap of life,
In me is the eve r upward urge.
Wh en winds blow I caress my brothers gleefully;
Wi th ice in my locks I am qui et as a stone.
I sway with th e zephyr s,
I bend with th e blast s;
I bend, but I break not.
From my cones life springs ;
They, too, look upward.
Birds live in my boughs
Singing melodies.
I hide th e cradles of th eir young
I n th e nest-places of my arms.
I ado rn th e proud br east s of heroesj"
I line th e graves of th eir dead.
I praise my God in my way,
Lookin g to th e light which is min e.
I bring th e rain s when ea rth is athirst,
M aking fertile th e fields for man.
I t ingle with joy as I rustle my leaves.
The dews and th e ra ins a re my nect ar .
I slough th e dross of swadd ling clothes,
M y verdure is always clean.
I am th e harp of the wind,
I croon and I sing,
I sigh, but I never complain .
The years go round,
M y rin gs are a calenda r.
I am a part of the sum of hum an want:
I am man 's home-his cas tle;
With a cry of pain th e ax I feel.
I am cleft to th e heart by man;
I tremble, I bleed, I crash, I die.
If only man would look to me,
H eed th e sermon I preach in wood ;
M an and the children of men
An upward road would carve .
Now I am th e st uff on which this is wr it:
" Bu t on ly God can make a tree."

- - - - -
"Pine is the insignia of the Clan Gregor.
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D EDICATORY REMARKS AT M EMORIAL TREE-PLANTING,
MT . VERNO N

K E N N ETH D A NN M AGR UD ER , P E NN SYL VANI A

After th anking in behalf of th e Clan t he Mount Vernon Ladies' Asso­
ciation and Colonel Harrison H . Dodge for th eir courtesy in exte nding
th e rare privilege of planting a memoria l tree to George Washington, Mr.
M agruder said: .

The pine tre e has been chosen by peoples of different race as symbolic
of some of th e most precious virtues. But as th e official emblem of Clan
Gr egor, we have a special claim upon t his evergreen. Most app ropriate
is th e planting here tod ay for keep ing green th e memory of a royal heri­
t age-royal in a greate r sense th an titled ancest ry , which also is ours.

Why is th e noble pine a tru e symb ol of our Clan ? For more th an two
hundred years, measures were taken to destroy th e MacGre gors, root and
branch. But we, as descendants, are here to pay tr ibute to our fam ily
tree, which has demonstrated it s ability to remain eve r green through even
th e most tempestu ous of seasons. And pines of " t he woody height" (the
Gaelic for which was used significantly for a war cry by our Clansmen),
when seemingly destroyed by merciless flame, were in fact holding th eir
ground and makin g stea dy gains, th e very heat of th e conflagrat ion
scattering th e seeds of a new generation greate r than th e departed. Like­
wise, when man y of th e Ma cGregors fell victims to fire and sword, they
were un conqu ered. Such persecuti on served to make th e Clan more
formidable than before.

The pine we plant here is par ticularly symbolic of the American Clan
Gregor; for courageous resist ance to oppression ha s been established as a
ready cha racte rist ic of th e M agruder br an ch. Rallying to th e support of
General \Vashington against an unjust tyr ann y were thirty-one M agruders
from M ontgomery County in M ar yland, not mentionin g th ose from other
counties. We are fami liar wit h th eir loyalty even in Washington's
darkest hour. "Magruder pluck and perseveran ce" has been accepted as
an old adage .

I n th is sacred soil may our chosen emblem take root and intertwine our
destin y with all th at we most cheris h in th e great man who blessed thi s
land . Absorbi ng into it s being first th e basic elements associated with th e
birthplace of t he Founder of our American Clan G regor, ma y it grow to
full maturity and beauty and glory in th e inspiring atmosphere of th e
Founder of our Na tion.

The planting of thi s tree as our emblem is a pledge of our earnes t pur­
pose to embody within ourselves th e elemental virtues of th e great man
who has hallowed thi s shrine; and to encourage th eir fullest growth, wit h
thi s promising pine, may we too be wort hy of say ing,

"Come to me . ... I am th e giver of honor."
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MEDITATIONS AT THE TREE-PLANTI NG, MOUNT VERNON

GEORGE CORBIN WASHINGTON MAGRUDER, OKLAHOMA

To th e little Pin e T ree which, through th e cour tesy of Colonel Dodge
and th e Mount Vernon Ladi es' Association, I have planted with th e
assistance of the Chieft ain of American Clan Gregor Society, Mr. Egbert
Watson Magrud er : •

Oh Lord, Creator of Heaven and Ea rth and every thing th erein, we
pray th at T hou wilt send down sunshine, rain, and the dews from H eaven
to nouri sh th e tend er root s of thi s dear little pine; and th at it may daily
draw nouri shment from moth er Ea rth, so th at in t ime it may grow and
develop into a st rong, broad tree wit h branches sufficient to shelte r many
descenda nts of th e families of A. C. G. S. and Washington who may in
yea rs to come look up with prid e and pleasur e and absorb courage to press
forward. Ma y th e succeeding generat ions be trained in childhood to
endeavor to imitate th e noble, unselfish Fath er of our Country, who
risked his life for our Freedom and I ndependence.

ADDRESS AT MOUNT VERNON

G EORGE CORBI N W ASHINGTO N MAGR UD ER, OKLAHOMA

"Little deeds of kindness,
Lit tle words of love,
Make the mighty Eden
Like the Heaven above."

My dear Chieftain and memb ers of th e American Clan Gregor Societ y:
Drummond says th e greatest thing in th e world is love, and I agree

wit h him; for "God is Love."
The sentiment expressed by the poet in th e lines I have ju st repeat ed,

swells my heart in grat itude for th e courtes ies of Colonel Dodge, super­
intendent of Mount Vern on, and th e Cheiftain and officers of A. C. G. S.
who have invit ed me with th e assista nce of my dear Chieftain to lay a
sprig 0' pine on th e sarcophagus of th e General and of M rs. Washin gton
as a token of grat itude and respect and love for th eir love and loyalty to
th eir country and to their fellow man , and for th eir noble examp le left us
to follow; and also to plant a pine tree upon thi s sacred soil as a memorial
to General George Wa shington from th e descendan ts of Alexander
Ma grud er.

Friend s, Clansmen, and loved ones, I need no guide to pilot me here;
for I assure you I am at home.

T here have been grea t changes and improvements since I lived here and
occup ied t he gardener's house in 1880, when Colonel Hollingsworth was
superinte nde nt. The colonel's qua rters were th e state kitchen. Hi s
office was on th e first floor and his bedrooms above . Natha n looked after
th e mansion ; and Sara h, his wife, looked afte r N atha n and t hose delicious
never-to-be-forgotten rolls, light bread , ham , mutton and coffee. Smith
and Cephas handed the good things around. Old Warner, Edward, and
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others looked afte r th e far m. West Ford and his sons kept the greenhouse
and flower beds in ship shape on land. But fresh water was needed to
keep th e flowers blooming. T om drove t he United Sta tes ambulance to
meet th e boat W. W. Corcoran, later th e M cAllist er . Oft en th ere were
invalids who were not ab le to walk up th e long grade from th e river to th e
mansion. There was no extra cha rge for thi s service.

Everyone dressed to meet the boat at eleven o' clock, and kept on duty
until th e boat left at 1:00 P. M.

Moun t Vernon in th ose days was a very quiet place. The only mu sic
to break t he monotonous lonelin ess after th e boa t left was th e buzzing of
mosquitoes, th e barking of dogs, roosters crowing, hens cack ling, cows
lowing, horses neighing, or th e colored folks singing, " Rool up, Roll up,
Yes-My Saviour. Rool up, Roll up, Roll up, Yes-Lord." 1 have neve r
forgotten th at tu ne. They seemed to make up the words as they wen t
along. One would break out, " Do you wan t to go to Heaven ?" Then all
would join in t he chorus, " Yes, my Lord ." Then, "S he is bui lt of gospel
timber. Will anchor in th e harb or." All together, "Yes, my Lord."
Again, "I want to see my Saviour," followed by th e chorus, "Yes, my
Lord. Then roll up, roll up, rool up, yes, my Sav iour. Rool up, rool up ,
rool up, yes-Lord."

Old an d young would sit over in Na than's house- some inside and some
outside on th e steps-and sing thi s " Rool up" song for a long tim e on
Sundays.

West Ford, th e gardener, was baptized by my grandfat her, Rev. William
P. C. Johnson. H e lived on his own little place near Mount Vernon, going
home at night. He looked after th e ram which butted th e wa te r to the
green-house from th e hillside near th e old tomb. He, West , was son of old
West Ford , th e General's body servant , who served his master throughout
t he Revolutionar y War. He was remembered by th e Genera l in his will.
I have a copy of all of th e Washington wills, edited by Worthingt on
Chaun cey Ford of New Yo rk. Somewhere I think I have a pictu re of
West Ford. I am so glad to see th e younger West ' s son, George, employed
here.

I have an infant aunt, one grea t-g reat uncle, my great-grandfather and
great-great -grandfather, besides a number of cousins, buried in th e new
tomb near th eir illustri ous relative, my grea t-g rea t-g reat-g randuncle,
George Washingt on.

The General was six feet two, while I am six feet one. He weighed
about 160 pounds, while I weigh between 195 and 200 pounds. So I am a
bigger man th an George Washington th e G rea t was.

Wh en I lived here I took th e gun and dog, Di no, which belonged to
Captain Blake, and walked up th e river shore just north of t he D eer
Par k. I shot three large woodcock without missing a shot. I doubt if
General Washington ever beat that with his flintlock. I didn't have a
flintlock. The woodcock flew up and down among the t rees. I had to
get th em going or coming. A flock of pa rtridges flew up as I sta rted to
go home. They went among the bu shes and t rees, and I did not follow
th em. I had done such fine work th at I was afraid to risk spoiling my
record.

I will say , whilst I myself never was called to arms, I gave th ree boys
and one da ughter to Uncle Sam to help win the World War. T wo of the m
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are lieutenant-colonels in th e army toda y. George Washin gton didn't
do that. Bu t he did love his country and his fellowman enough to leave
thi s beautiful home and his wife to risk his life for our Ind epend ence. No
greater love hath any man than to lay down his life for his fellowman.

This love for his home, his fellowma n, and his count ry was th e st rongest
cha rac te rist ic of th e grea t man we have come to honor today.

M y grand mother, Ann Eliza Washin gton , daughter of Bushrod Wash­
ington, grea t-nep hew of the Gene ral, marri ed Rev. William P. C. Johnson
at M ount Eagle, nea r Alexandr ia. Gran dfa ther and grandmother lived
with her uncle, Judge Bushrod Washington, at this place until Mount
Zephyr man sion was built on a farm adjoining Mount Vernon. There my
great-grand father set tled, lived, raised a large family, and died. Hi s re­
mains, wit h th ose of his five children, were placed in th e new tomb here at
Mount Vernon. Hi s fa th er was Colonel Willi am Augustin e Washington,
who died in Georgetown and whose body was carried on a gove rnmen t
barge to thi s place and buri ed with about thirty of his relati ves in th e new
tomb, at t he foot of wha t was called th e vineyard enclosure.

I wish to present to th e Mo unt Vernon Lad ies' Associati on, through
Colonel Dodge, two old books which once belon ged to Colonel Willi am
Augustine \Vashington, my great-great-grandfat her who was born at
Wakefield, owned th e Wakefield estate, and lived in th e old Wakefield
man sion until it was destr oyed by fire on a Chri stmas da y. Bu shrod
Washington, j r., of Mount Zeph yr bought th ese two books at his father ' s
sale and presented th em to his son-in-law, th e Rev. William P. C. J ohn son ,
my gra ndfa ther, who lived for a tim e with his father-in-law. These books
contain sermons preached before th e qu een and were publi shed by her
command 226 yea rs ago.

My grandfather preached at Pohick. I think it was his first charge.
While at t his church he sold enough books, $1500 worth, to put on a new
roof and to make other repairs to the old bui lding to save it from ruin.
Dr. Henry A. J ohnson of Wa shington , my only matern al uncle living,
owns a book which conta ins th e signatures of distin guished men who gave
my grandfather contribut ions for restoring old Pohick. Among th ose
who gave, were Clay an d Calhoun.

I might add th at my uncle spent fifty years of his life in th e govern ment
service, including five yea rs of active serv ice in th e Civil War , The balance
of that fifty yea rs of serv ice was spent in th e Adjutant-General 's office,
with th e except ion of five yea rs spent in th e Pension Department. H e
has been Past Master and is now Surgeon-Ge nera l of G. A. R. He was
escor t to a President at his inaugurati on. Hi s ancestors buri ed in the
Washington tomb are all one generation closer related to th e General
than is the writer. Even his infant siste r is entom bed here.

Grand father also preached at Gun ston H all, the home of George Mason.
Aunt told me of seeing grandfather go to Gun ston Hall with grandmother
behind him and my mother before him- all on the back of good old Truro,
th e faithful horse named for Truro Pari sh.

I have told you a few things which I th ought might interest you in th e
ti me allowed me. Agai n I th ank Colonel Dodge and th e Clansmen for
their courtesy and patience with me, and I wish all of you many yea rs of
happiness.
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DESCENDANTS OF MAGRU DER REVOLUTIONAR Y SOLDIERS
FROM MO NTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

PA RT V. (To be cont inued.)

SAMUEL WADE MAGRU DER

By MISS HELE N \VOLFE, DI STRICT OF COLU~I BIA

Samuel Wade M agrud er . (Alexander, a Samu el, " Alexander 1) born in
Prince George's County, Maryland, 1728; died at " Locust Grove", Mont­
gomery County, Maryland , J uly 20, 1792; marri ed Lucy Beall, born Prince
George's County, Maryland, 1738; died at " Locust Grove," Montgomery
County, Maryland, August I, 1795.

Samuel Wad e Magruder s was lieutenan t Frederi ck County Volunteers,
French and Indian War; member committee to carry into effect resolu­
tions by Congress adopted 1774; member committee to solicit subscrip­
tionsl775; Tobacco Inspector 1759-1770 Rock Creek Parish ; captain 29th
Battalion, Montgomery County, Maryland, Militia 1776; declining to
serve, appointed second major J une 21, 1777 to same battalion; com­
missioned J ust ice, Montgomery County, Maryland, 1778.

Samuel Wade Ma grud er s and Lucy Beall had issue, all born Frederick
(later Montgomery) County, Maryland.

1. Elizabeth Ma grud er 5 born 1756. (Census August 22, 1776.)

II . Ann Magruder 5 born 1757. (Census Augu st 22, 1776.)

III. Levin Magruder 5 born 1759 (Of whom later.)

IV. Charles Magruder 5 born 1761 (Of whom later.)

V. Sara h Magruder, 5 born J anuary 15, 1763; died same place 1795;
married (1st wife) William Willson, born --, died Clarksburg,
Maryland, J anuary 11,1 832. Hi s second wife unknown; 3rd wife
Rebecca Ma grud er (dau ghter Alex. and Elizabeth H oward
Ma grud er), born March 7, 1765, died Apri l 25, 1815 (1 child
Elizabeth Howard Willson) ; 4th wife Ann a Mari a Letton born
J anuary 14, 1767, died Decemb er 18, 1843, who marri ed 1st
John Letton Summ ers, 2nd Thos. Linstead, 3rd William Willson.
Her daughter Leah Summ ers married Wm. Willson's son H orace .

Sarah Magruder 5 and William Willson had issue:

1. Otho Willson, 6 born August 24, 1789, died December 13,
1853; mar ried September 29, 1812 (1st wife) Anna Clar ke,
born March 7, 1794, died June 10, 1824; marri ed (2nd wife)
Mary C. V. Hall; married (3rd wife) Maria T. Yount.
Otho Willson 6 and Anna Clarke had issue:

a. Wm . Augustus Willson 7 marri ed P riscilla Logan
Waters, 7his cousin. Otho Willson and M aria T. Yount
had issue:

b. Octavius Willson 7
c. Ann a Willson 7 marri ed- -Ban ta
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2. Anne M agrud er Willson 6 born September 26, 1791; died
March 23, 1863; married (2nd wife) Ju ly 4, 1816 Artaxerxes
Fish er, born December 2, 1780, died September 23, 1830.
I ssue:

a. Mary Ann C. Fisher, 7 born September 23, 1817; died
J anuary 27, 1846; married J anuary 4, 1839 Th os. M.
Offutt.

b. Wm, Martin O. Fisher, " born July 8, 1819; died
Nove mber 6, 1820.

c. Samuel Willson Fisher," born December 14, 1820;
died March 14, 1843.

d. Lloyd Ma grud er Fisher," born July 4, 1822; died
August 11, 1823.

e. Corneli a Lyles Fisher;" born March I , 1824; died
September 10, 1874; married December 9, 1847
William Alexand er L. Bohrer. 2 sons.

£. Anna Maria Fisher,7 born April 14, 1825; died Feb.
ruary 9, 1901; marri ed October 31, 1855 Hill eary
Lyles Offutt, born August 29, 1816; died Septemb er
2, 1878. 5 children.

g. E lizabeth Eleanor Fisher,7 born July 25, 1826; died
August 9, 1826.

h. Margaret E. Fisher, " born February 6, 1828; died
March 3, 1833.

i. Son, born M ay 31, 1830.

3. H orace Willson, 6 born J anu ary 25, 1793; died October 5,
1847 in Clarksburg, Maryland . M ember legislat ure 1829­
1830; married 1st, April 7, 1818 Leah Summers, born February
20, 1792; died June 23, 1842; married 2nd, October 8, 1844
Sarah E. Ha ys.
Horace Willson 6 and Leah Summ ers had issue:

a. Lucinda M aria Willson, 7 born J anuary 9, 1819; died
April 23, 1877; married December 3, 1845 Steph en
Bailey of New York, born Febru ary 9, 1814; died
October 25, 1863; 4 children.

b. Ma ry Summers Willson, " born February 26, 1821;
died June 18, 1913; marri ed August 23, 1844 Edwa rd
Winsor, born Nove mber 28, 1820 in Maryl and; died
J anu ary 31, 1892 in Lexington, Missouri; 8 children.

c. Ann Elizabeth Willson, " born May 29, 1823; died
J anuary 29, 1875; marri ed J anu ary 11, 1871 P . M .
Smith. No children.

d. John Quincey Willson, " born August 21, 1825; died
October 2, 1892; marri ed Apr il 29, 1847 Ellen Botel er;
born J anu ary 28, 1828. 9 children.

Horace Willson 6 and Sar ah E. H ays had issue:
e. Otho O. Willson 7 married Nove mber 9, 1892 Ev ie

Perrie; -- children.
£. Sallie died young.
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4. Lucinda Wil lson ; « born Febru ary 3, 1795; died December 4•
1856; married February 12, 1818 in Rock Creek Church,
Washington, D. C. to Richard Du ckett Water s, born Sep­
tember 10, 1795; died December 2, 1857, son of Stephen
Waters and J ane Duckett. Moved to Shelbyville, Ky.
Is sue:

a. Sarah Jane Waters, " born Febru ary 12, 1819; died
M ay 23, 1838; married William Harri son Ballard; no
children.

b. Mary Waters, 7 born March 7, 1820; died Ju ne 30,
1822.

c. William Willson Waters, " born December 23, 1821;
died J anu ary 24, 1893; married Sarah Jean Cochran,
born August 7, 1833; died Febru ary 3, 1908. 3
children.

d. Horace Waters, 7 born December 11, 1822; died
September 6, 1826.

e. Mary Lucinda Waters, 7 born M arch 15, 1824; died
November 14, 1860; married J ames Reynolds. 11
children.

f. Richard Waters, 7 born March 10, 1825; died March
19, 1891; marri ed 1st Ann Eliza Offutt, 1 child; 2nd,
Mary Lucy J ane Henshaw; 5 children.

g. Pri cilla Logan Waters; " born August 2, 1826; died
August 11, 1875; marri ed her cousin Wm. Augustus
Willson. 7 No children.

h. Anna Maria Waters, " born Augu st 1, 1827; died
November 29, 1828.

{
i Zachari a 7 (died August 3, 1828) andT wins .
j . Gulielma 7, born Ju ly 20, 1828;died September 10, 1843.
k. Stephen Waters, 7 born October 12, 1829; died March

23, 1830.
1. J ohn Waters, 7 born June 12, 1831; died August 31,

1831.

{
m. Ann Elizabeth 7 (died July 2, 1839.) and

T wins n. Margaret Allen 7, born November 23, 1832; died
October 22, 1838.

VI. Brooke Ma gruder! born 1764.

VII. George Beall Magrud er, ' born 1766; died ---.
Justice and Judge Orph an s Court, Montgomery County, Mary­

land, 1820-23; Colonel Militia 1st Inf. Regiment D. C. 1813-1814;
commanding at Bladensburg Battle Augus t 24, 1814.
Married (1st wife) El izabeth T urn er, daughte r Samuel Turner
and Mary.
Issue:
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1. Elizabeth Tu rner Mag ruder, e born March 30, 1795; died
J uly 10, 1864; married at Georgetown, D . c., J une 6, 1815 to
Gustavus Harrison, Sr., born J anuary 11, 1791 in Virginia;
died November 5, 1848.
Issue:

a. George Math ew Harri son, 7 born April 3, 1816.
b. William A. Harrison, 7 born April 17, 1817.
c. Elizabeth Ann Harrison, 7 born June 27, 1818; died

September 22, 1819.
d. Edward Harrison, 7born August 1, 1819; died June 9,

1823.
e. Eleanor Harri son, " born J anuary 6, 1821; died J an­

uary 22, 1879 unmarried.
f. Ann Ma t ilda Harri son, " born J une 16, 1822; died

December 29, 1890; married August 28, 1856 to Luther
Martin, born March 30, 1820 in West Virginia; died
March 8, 1910 in North Yakima, Washington; 4
children.

g. Gustavus Harrison, Jr., 7 born March 29, 1825; died
J anuary 25, 1877 in Buenos Ayres. Was in U. S.
Navy; married (l st) J anuary 9, 1851 to Minerva
Catherine Moss, 2 children; mar ried again in South
America and had a son and a daughter.

h. Charles Harrison, " born Febru ary 2, 1826; died
Septe mber 2, 1827.

I . Th omas Harrison, 7 born J anuary 10, 1828; died
November 3, 1925 unmarried.

j . Virginia Harrison, " born December 17, 1830; died
July 1,1914 unmarried.

k. Frederick T . Harrison, 7born J une 16,1835; died J une
12, 1853 in Ponce, Porto Rico.

I. Lloyd Mag ruder Harrison, 7 born April 24, 1837; died
October 15, 1880. Was in U. S. Army, married Mary
Rilen Stamper at Ft. Hamilton, N. Y., Ju ly 4, 1863.

m. Colin Peter Harrison, 7 born January 10, 1839; died
February 9, 1857.

2. Ann Mag ruder s unmarried.
George Beall Mag ruder & marri ed (2nd wife) Ma rch 30, 1801 Anna

T urner, siste r of first wife.
I ssue:

3. Georgianna Magruder " born 1805; died November 30, 1870
unmar ried.

...

....

VIII. Pa tr ick Magruder, & born 1768. (Of whom later.)

IX . Lucy Magruder, & born 1770; died May 8, 1800; marr ied William
Worman Berry, died December 27, 1809.
Issue:

1. Eliza Berry, e born December 27, 1796; died March 28, 1824;
married December 11, 1816 Zachariah Walker; no children.
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2. Lucy Beall Berry, a born- --; died---; married 1st
August 4, 1818 Walter Cox born 1788; died March 28, 1821;
2nd (2nd wife) Zachariah Walker, no children. Lucy Beall
Berry a and Walter Cox had issue:

a. Walter Ann Cox, 7 born Ju ne 9, 1821; died - - - ;
married December 6. 1842 to Samuel Cox.

3. Matilda Berry, a born October 18. 1792; died Prince George's
County. Maryland, October 7, 1874. married October 24.
1815 Richard Young. born October 24, 1793; died J uly 15.
1860.
Issue :

a. Lucy Ann Marion Young, 7 born J uly 28, 1816; died
June 1875; married John Tayloe Bevans, died June
22. 1900. 6 children.

b. Tracenia Young. 7 born December 1818; died Novem­
ber 15. 1879. married Dr. Edwin Latimer; - children.

Twins c. Saphronia 7 Young, born December 1818; died --;
married Richard Magruder son of Warren Magruder,
5 children.

d. Eliza Young, 7 born December 22, 1820; died March
17, 1880. Single.

e. Brooke Wm. Young, 7 born October 12,1 822; married
Mary Harrison, 1 son.

f. Abraham Young," born November 28, 1824. died
young.

g. Elizabeth Trueman Beall Young. 7 born May 28,1827;
died March 23, 1889; married (2nd wife) October 26,
1847 Alexander McCormick; born August 23, 1802;
died June 3, 1891. 6 children.

h. Mary Thomas Young. 7 born October 13. 1829; died
September 15. 1879; married William 1. Hoyle; 1
child.

i. Charles Richard Young," born February 29. 1831;
died ---, single.

4. Brooke M. Berry, a born J anuary 9, 1794; died February 6,
1847; married J anuary 30, 1816 to Emma Corbett Ma­
gruder. a born Apri l 11, 1798; died September 3, 1870,
daugh ter Isaac Magruder a and Sophie Baldwin.
Issue:

a. William Isaac Berry, 7 born November 16. 1816; died
September 2, 1839. a lieutenant in U. S. Navy. un­
married.

5. William Berry. a born August 27, 1795; died J uly 17, 1824;
married December 2, 1818 Caroline E. Manning. William
Berry was lieutenant U. S. N.
Issue:

a. Lucy 7 --- marri ed Dr. Stansbury. no children.
b. Margaret 7 ---; married Capt. Salter, U. S. N.• 2

children.
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1

6. Charles M. Berry," born June 19, 1798; died October 29,
1828 unmarried.

X. Thomas Contee Magruder, I born 1771 (of whom later) .

XI. Mary Magruder, I born 1775 (Census August 22, 1776.)

XII. Warren Magruder, I born Apri l 2, 1777 (of whom later).

XI II. Lloyd Magruder, I born " Locust Grove", Montgomery County,
Maryland, July 7, 1781; died same place March 9, 1836. Mem­
ber Levy Court and County Commis sioner Montgomery
County, Maryland, 1824-27; 1831-34; private 4th Maryland
Infantry Brigade War of 1812.
Marri ed (1st wife) February 22, 1803 E liza Ma gruder, born
Ma ryland, December 2, 1781, died same place December 30,
1803; dau ghter Wm . Magrud er and Sarah Gre enfield.
I ssue:

1. Eliza Lloyd Magrud er, " born in Maryland December 21,
1803; died in Mi ssissippi December 27, 1876 unmarried.

Lloyd Magruder I marri ed (2nd wife) March 17, 1807 Ann Holmes,
born in Maryland March 6, 1790; died in Maryland January 19,
1835, daughter of John Holmes and Mary Turner of Mont­
gomery County, M aryland.
Issue (all born Montgomery County, Maryland) :

2. Mary Catherine Ho lmes Magruder.s born J uly 18, 1808;
died in Georgetown, D. C., Decemb er 1, 1894; married May
11, 1830 John A. Carter.

3. Lucy Beall Magruder, 8 born June 22, 1810; died January 24,
1881 in Maryland unmarried.

4. Eugenia Magruder, 8 born May 15, 1812; died June 23, 1816.

5. Charles Brooke Magruder, 8 born November 25, 1813; died
Santa Fe, New Mexico; married October 1843 at Batesville,
Arkansas, Isabel Ann Pelham, dau ghter of Colonel Charles
Pelham.
Issue:

a. Charles Pelham Magruder, 7 born Batesville, Arkansas.
b. Mary Catherine Magruder, 7 born Batesville, Arkan­

sas; died New Mexico; marri ed --- Moore.
c. Lloyd Ma grud er, " born Batesville, Arkansas; died

young, New Mexico.
d. Ann Ho lmes Ma grud er, 7 born Batesville, Arkansas;

marri ed --- Winter; - children.
e. Lewis Magruder, 7 born Batesville, Arkansas.

6. Ann H olmes Magruder, 8 born September 23, 1815; died in
Little Rock, Arkansas, August 18, 1880; married September
25, 1855 Thomas Johnson, Judge Superior Court, Arkansas ;
Chief Justice of Arkansas.
Issue:

a. Peyton Johnson, 7 married Alida P. Hall, died 1879.
b. Carter Johnson. 7
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7. Olivia Dunbar Magruder, 8 born March 22, 1817; died June
20, 1882 at "Ston ingto n" , Mo ntgomery County, Maryland;
marri ed October 11, 1842 to Philip Stone, born May 11, 1816;
died March 11, 1876.
Issue (all born in Montgomery County, Maryland) :

a. Henry Stone 7 born August 2, 1843; died 1913; mar­
ried Lasaphin e Smith ; 8 children.

b. J. A. Carter Stone, 7 born October 18, 1844; died M ay
13, 1869 unmarried.

c. Fran k Pelham Stone, 7 born J anuary 13, 1846; died
Febru ary 1, 1919; marri ed December 21, 1892 to Lily
Cath erine Moore, born July 20, 1861; 1 son.

d. Eliza Lloyd Stone, 7 born M arch 11, 1847; died
Nove mber 16, 1906; marri ed Febru ary 8, 1870 to
Man tgomery Clagett, born December 24, 1841; died
October 15, 1907; 3 sons.

e. Philip Stone, 7 born Febru ary 18, 1849; died August
20, 1900; married Kate T schiffely.

f. Ann Holmes Stone, 7 born May 15, 1851; died San
Antonio, Texas, unmarried.

g. John G. Stone, " born August 13, 1852; died 1918;
marri ed (Lst wife) Dacia M. E. Clagett, no children;
marri ed (2nd wife) Bessie Brad y; 1 son.

h. Ma ry Catherine Stone," October 11, 1857; died San
Antonio, Texas; marri ed J anuary 10, 1882 to Henry
H . Harrison, born ---; died 1929. 5 children.

8. Thomas Can tee Magruder," born October 22, 1819; died
April 28, 1888 Washington, D . c., married February 5, 1844
to Elizabeth Olivia Morgan born J anu ary 1, 1820 at Leonard­
town, Maryland, died Washington, D . C., April 17, 1902,
dau ghter George Morgan and Maria E . Cecil of St. Mary's
County, Maryland.
Issu e (all born in Washington, D. C.) :

a . Mary Catherine Ma grud er, 7 born 1844; died 1849.
b. Maria Cecil Magruder; " born September 8, 1846;

marri ed January 19, 1865 Fr ank Wolfe of Philadel­
phia, Pennsylvania, born Nove mber 28, 1838; died
September 1, 1885. 9 children.

c. George Lloyd Magruder, " born Nove mber 1, 1848;
died J anu ary 28, 1914; married November 22, 1882
Belle Burn s, born November 14, 1861, daughter
General Wm, Wallace Burns; 2 children.

d. John Holmes M agruder, 7 born October 16, 1850; died
December 21, 1925; married October 16, 1882 to
Sarah Arabella Slough, born August 4, 1858; died
May 28, 1917, daughter General Slough; 3 children.

e. J ames E thelbert Morgan Ma grud er, 7 born March 28,
1852; died May 17, 1874 unmarried.
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f. Mary Blanche Magruder," born October 12, 1854;
died J uly 31, 1918, unmarried.

9. Arthur Magruder 8, born August 5, 1823; died March 2, 1849
in Mississippi unmarried.

10. Lloyd Magruder" born J uly 7, 1825; died -- 1863 in
Montana (murdered); lieutenant Mexican War, one of the
'49s; married Caro line Pelham, daughter Colonel Charles
Pelham of Batesville, Arkansas; - children.

11. John Holmes Magruder, 8 born September 8, 1827; died
December 16, 1853 in California, unmarried.

12. Wm. Ogden Chappell Magruder, a born November 2, 1829;
died October 31, 1854 in Arkansas, unmarried.

13. Rebecca Johnson Mag ruder, a January 4, 1832; died J une 23,
1893; married October 26, 1879 to Robert Grant Davidson,
no children.

MRS. LIZZ IE MAGRUDER M ITCHELL

By MARY H A RRELSON MAGRUDER, TEXAS

Mrs. Mitchell was born at Liberty, Mississippi, March 15, 1869 but
while still an infant her parents moved to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where
her childhood was spent and where she received most of her education.
When abou t fourteen yea rs of age she, with her sister Mary, was sent to
New Haven, Connecticut, to school but owing to continued ill health re­
sulting from a severe spell of typhoid fever, she returned to Baton Rouge
and contin ued her educa tion there.

After coming to San Antonio to live she studied ar t under local artists
and later at the Peabody Art School at Nashville, Tenn.

In 1906 she went to Chicago to live with her uncle, Ju dge Benjamin
D rake Magruder, and there entered the Chicago Art Insti tu te from which
she was graduated.

Never of very robust health after the attack of typhoid fever, she be­
came seriously ill last November. Her physician in Chicago thought
possibly a mild winter in the south would be beneficial and she came to
San Antonio; but instead of improving she grad ually grew worse, resulting
in her death, J une 15, 1931.

M rs. Mitchell was the daughter of the late Professor B. D. Magruder
of Chicago. In 1914 she married Andrew Mitchell of Chicago.
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NANNIE H UGHES MAGRUDER

By MARY H. MAGR UD ER

N annie Hughes Magruder named for her mat ernal grand mother, Nancy
Brashear Hughes, was born at Askam ala, near Port Gibson, Mi ssissippi,
J une 9th, 1867.

In her ea rly childhood she attended school in her native town, and also
was taught by a highly t ra ined gove rness in her home. Lat er she attended
Bethlehem Academy, Holly Springs, M ississipp i, a branch institut ion of
Nazareth, Kentucky, where she was under th e care of th e gentle Sister s of
Bet hlehem. Mary Helen an olde r siste r a lso attended th e Academy with
Nannie, and alt ho rever se of fortune prevented th em from gradua t ing,
both received all t he honors of an und er-gradu ate.

Nannie was th e younges t of t hree daughters born to M aria J ane Hughes
and the Honorabl e Willi am T homas M agruder, eldes t son of Dr. T hom as
Baldwin M agruder of Maryland and Claibourne County, Mississippi. A
memb er of th e Presbyterian Church she was beloved by communicants
of eve ry denominati on far and near for her sweet and gent le nature, her
broad-rnindedn ess, generos ity and charity.

When All Saint's College (Episcopa l) was esta blished in Vicksburg, she
not only cont ributed to th e bu ildin g fund but later to t he endo wment fund.

Exceedin gly liberal as far as her means allowed she never refused an
appeal for charity in aid of t he dist ressed and th ere were man y kindly acts
of love and chari ty to insure her pure sou l eternal rest . M an y beautiful
floral offerings bearin g mute testimony to the love and esteem in which she
was held were placed where her sacred du st mad e common clay " holy
ground."

She had keen int erest in, and affection for, her unknown M aryland rela­
t ives, and through correspondence had become well acqua inted with
cousins Mary Therese Hi ll and C. C. M agruder.

She was a member of A. C. G. S. and had been Deputy Chieft ain of
Mi ssissippi for some yea rs. She was also a member of the M agruder
Chapter D. A. R .

She departed thi s life on July 19, 1931, and was laid to rest in Winter­
green Cemetery in Port Gib son, Mi ssissippi.

Geneal ogy

Nannie Hughes M agruder was th e youngest dau ghter of Maria Jane
Hughes and William Thomas M agruder ; granddaughte r of Dr. Thomas
Baldwin Magruder and Elizabeth (Ha rrington) West; great-gra nd­
daughter of Thomas Magrud er and M ary Clarke; great-great-grand­
daughter of Isaac Magruder and Sophi a Bald win ; grea t-g rea t-grea t-grand­
daughter of Nat han M agruder and Rebecca Beall; great-grea t-great-g reat­
grand daughter of John Magruder and Susan na Smi th ; grea t-g rea t-g reat­
great-great-granddaughter of Samuel M agruder and Sarah Beall ; grea t­
great-great-great-great-great-granddaughter of Alexand er Magruder and
M argar et Braithwaite.
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WILLIAM AUGUSTINE MAGRUDER

By MRS. WILLIAM L E ON ARD , OHIO

T he subject of thi s sketch, William August ine Magrud er, was th e fourth
son of Dr . J ulian and Margaret Ann M agrud er (see Year Book, 1917, page
32).

He was born August 16, 1865 in Montgomery County, Maryland, and
was na med for his mat ernal great-g rea t-grandfather, Colonel William
Augustine Washington, nephew of George Washington. When a youth
of seven teen he removed wit h his pa rents to Ohio and resided near Fos­
toria until after the death of his fa ther, when he with his mot her and
broth er Julian went to Virginia. He built a home and engaged in th e
grocery bu siness near Falls Church, where he resided for several yea rs.
Later he returned to Ohio and from there went to Oklahoma Cit y, where
he engaged in farmi ng and t rucking until forced by ill health to give it up .

William was never married. Th e last yea r of his life was spent in the
home of hi s brother George Corbin Washington Magrud er.

When a young man he united with th e First Presbyterian Church of
Fostoria, Ohio, und er th e pas torate of Rev. William Foulkes, Sr., and
lived a consistent Christian life, being st rictly honest and upright in all
his dealings. He passed away quietl y and hopefully on June 29, 1930,
and was laid to rest near the remain s of his broth er Julian , in Fairlawn
Cemetery, Oklahoma City.

MRS. SARAH GOLDSBOROUGH MAGRUDER STEVENS

Mrs. Sarah Goldsborough Magrud er Stevens, widow of Major Pierre
C. Stevens, United States Arm y, died on February 23, 1931, in Wash ­
ington, Distri ct of Colum bia. She was 72 years old.

M rs. Stevens was born at Oakley, the estate of her father, the late Dr.
William Bowie Ma grud er, near Brookeville, Maryland. She was edu­
cated in a private school in Montgomery County, Maryland, and follow­
ing her marri age to Major Stevens in 1885, made her home in Washington .
She traveled throughout th e count ry with her hu sband , and aft er his re­
ti rement spent her time in Washington and nearb y Maryland . Major
Stevens died in 1919.

M rs. Stevens took an active part in Washin gton's social life and was a
member of St. John's Church. She is survived by one daughter, Mrs.
Frederick Hi cks, and a siste r, Mrs. Philip D. Laird, of Rockville, Mary­
land.

She was buried in Arlin gton National Cemetery.
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HI RAM WA LTER D RAN E

By DR. MIRIAM MAGR UDER D RA N E, M. D ., TENNESSEE

Hiram Walter Drane was born near T albotton, Taylor Cou nty, Georgia,
on Novemb er 12, 1849. Hi s ea rly educat ion was received in the public
schools and und er private inst ru ction. H is father, H iram D rane, was
fairly well-to-do , havin g several slaves; however, he th ought that eve ry
one should be kept busy and assigned work and chores to his children from
th eir ea rliest yea rs, teachin g th em th e dignity of work.

It grieved him sorely th at he was too young to go to war; so, just before
th e close of th e War betw een th e States, when he was ju st fifteen, he ran
awa y from home to join th e army. He traveled all one day and spent the
night out und er th e sta rs near th e river ban k, intendin g to catch a boat
th e next morning to go to some arm y headquarters. Awakened th e
following morning by his father who told him that his mother was very
much worried, he consented to return home. Thus ended his military
career.

Immediatel y after t he War his father, Hiram Drane, came to Cockrum,
Mi ssissippi. The sto ry of th at journ ey is told in th e life of Hiram Drane
in th e 1928 American Clan Gregor Year Book. H ere, Walter, as he was
called, remained on th e farm until he had accumu lated enoug h to matricu­
late a t th e Uni versity of Mi ssissippi. He maintained him self there for
two yea rs, doing his own cleaning, cooking and chopping of wood wit h
which to heat th e rooms that he had. He left th e Uni versity of Mi ssissippi
to teach in orde r th at he might return and finish his course. This la t ter
ambition he never rea lized, but instead, after teaching a whi le, he went to
Loui sville, Kentucky, where he took a bu siness course.

The quaint wording of his dipl oma is copied below :
" Intern ati onal Business College : This Certifi es that H.",V. D rane has

comp leted th e regular course of study and practice in t he above institution
and up on a proper examina t ion is found worthy of graduation. We there­
fore by th ese pre sents declare him an intelligent and competent account­
ant, and, as such, chee rfully comm end him to th e favor of the bu siness
community. I n testimony whereof we have hereunto affixed our names
in th e City of Louisville, Kentucky, on this the 17th da y of J une, 1874.
Chas. M cManus, Penman, ]. ' V. Warr and J. P . Burton, P rincipals."

Walter Drane was always too modest a man , und erestimating his own
worth and ability all his life. On his return from Louisville, he kept his
dipl om a concealed until he had a job and had demonstrated his abi lity to
live up to its word ing. He wa s associated with Mr. Will Love, H enry
Banks and old Dr. Love in the mercantile bu siness at Love, Miss issipp i.
I n th e year 1888 he bought out th eir bu siness.

In the yea r 1870 he was married to Collie Spencer, sister of Fannie
Spencer, who had married Dr. Walter Drane of Batesville, Mi ssissipp i,
his first cousin. They had six children, three of whom died in infancy. In
th e year 1887 Mrs. Drane died and in the year 1889 he married Sallie
Ha yward , of Coldwater , Mis sissippi , a school teacher, and the da ughter
of a Baptist Mi ssionar y from Verm ont, who had come South. Of this
uni on th ere are living seven children, two having died in infancy.
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He was a man of ambit ion and desirous of trying new and modern
meth od s. H e was a prog ressive farm er and int roduced diversified farming
when it was only preached in agricu ltural journals. He ra ised broom corn,
potatoes, Louisiana sugar cane, cult ivated an orch ard, improved his stock,
etc . Walter Drane had no income with which to develop his ideas.
Finally when cotton reached five cents a pound, he liquidated, came to
Memphis, T enne ssee, and took a position as plantation bookk eeper and
store manager for Messrs. Banks and D anner, located in business at
Clarksdale, Arkansas. Since th e road s to th e Mi ssissippi river were almost
impassable, his visits back home were very far apart. This was pleasing
neither to him self nor his wife, so finally he secured a position with the
Memphis Cotton Oil Company in M emphis, T ennessee, and moved his
famil y th ere in 1902.

Later, through th e influence of his friend Will Love, he became asso­
ciated with the M emph is T ermin al Corporation, as secreta ry . This con­
nection was main tained until his death, being retired on half pay for the
last four years of his life. It grieved his soul that he should receive a
check and do no work in return. But, even before a heart ailment forced
him to inactivit y, cataracts caused th e loss of his left eye and impaired the
vision of the right to such an extent that he could not carry on .

H e was a man of precision, no auditor eve r found an error in his books,
and the younger boys who grew up in th e business would testify to his
th oroughness and carefulness and to his insisten ce upon th e old maxim,
"If a thing is worth doing, it is worth doing well". His wife often said
"Mr. Drane is so upright he lean s ove r ba ckward s" . At his funeral one
man said that he had never heard any one more highly spoken of. H e was
not a gay man; he took life's responsibilitie s seriously, but had a sense of
humor that must have brightened many a dark moment. His last days
were spent listen ing to his wife read and to t he radio.

He had been Ma yor of Love Station, Mi ssissipp i, and superintendent of
th e M ethodist Sunday School, but afte r comin g to Memphis, he gave up
outside acti viti es. He worked so hard to feed, cloth e and edu cat e his ten
children that he had no tim e for amusement or civic acti viti es. His great
delight was his garden, and not until he was seventy did he give up hurry­
ing home from th e office to work out in his ya rd. The Memphis residence
was almost a farm in it self, a lar ge garden, orchard, stock yard, forty bee­
hives, etc., makin g it a compact piece of farmin g land 250 by 150 feet. In
th e yea r 1919 he traded his M emphis holdings for an eighteen hundred
acre plantation near Na tchez, Mississippi, and pu t his son Hayward, who
had graduated in Agriculture at th e University of T ennessee, in charge.
The family th en moved to a smaller residence nearer the heart of town.
It was here that Hiram Wa lter Dran e spent his last days.

He was a large, handsome man, six and a half feet tall; his usual weight
being two hundred pounds. H e was described by chance acquaintances
as a courtly Southern gentlema n. These qu aliti es perhaps stood out more
th an all others; true nobleness, dignity, kindness, and courtesy. H e was
never know n to swear and few heard his voice raised in anger, yet he was
a man of force and personality, one to command t he respect and ad mira­
tion of all with whom he came in contac t.

Wh en th e death blow came, he told his wife quite calmly to call his
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dau ghter Miriam and have her look him over as he was dying. He
lived th e last week of suffering with out one word of complaint and made
as few demands as possible-his life characteristics.

Mr. Drane passed to Eternity on Sund ay, July 5, 1931. The fun era l
was conducted th e following day by the Rev. T . C. Rice with intermen t
in th e Memphi s Memorial Park .

The active pallbearers were his sons, Walter Earl Drane, Thoma s
Jerald Drane, Herbert Drane, Hayward Benton Drane, H ugh Wanzer
Dr ane, and his grandson, John Wa lter Drane, son of H iram Dudley
D rane who had died in 1914.

Honorary pallbearers were Carl Webb, J ames J . Wilbur, R. L. T aylor,
Paul Dillard, H. A. Ramsay, Lem Banks, Dr. Shields Abernathy, M. H.
Mitchum, N. C. Blackburn, T. D. Boaz, L. E. McKnight, C. K. Smith,
C. W. Butler, B. L. Mallory, A. L. Huddleston, Archer P. Porter , Alonzo
Bennett, B. W. Hart, and T . E. Babb, life long business friend s and ac­
quain t ances.

I n th e words of J ames Whitcomb Riley:

" I cann ot say and I will not say th at he is dead. He is ju st away.
With a cheery smile and a wave of the hand, he has wandered into an unknown land,
And left us dreaming how very fair it needs must be since he lingers there.
And you, oh you, who the wildest yearn, for the old-time step and the glad return,
Think of him farin g on, as dear in th e love of There as the love of H ere.
He is not dead-he is just away."
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JULIA MAGRUDER: HER LIFE AND WRITINGS

By K E NNETH D ANN M AGRUD ER , P E NNSYLVANIA

J ulia M agrud er is an embod iment of mu ch of the finest in M agruder
woman hood . She is more. She typifies some of t he excellence to be found
in t he most cult u red class of American society which shown fort h lumin­
ous ly in th e nineteenth centu ry and int o t he twenti eth.

Perh aps I am one of th e lat est to know her. I t must be confessed that
when I was requested to cont ribute a paper on th e life and writ ings of
Julia M agru der, she meant nothing to me but a name. In orde r to do
grea te r ju sti ce to her, I decided to read one or two of her sto ries, fully ex­
pectin g something merely " pretty" and old-fashioned . Im agine th e sur­
prise when I found so mu ch more. There seemed to be some foundati on
for th e "universal verdict" which her writings inspired among contem­
porari es. Surely, th e American Clan Gregor Society should accept as
fittin g for preservati on nothing less th an a comprehensive, apprecia t ive,
carefully prepared review of her life.

App arently, th ere has been only one ot her serious attempt to portray
adequa tely Mi ss Ma grud er ; and thi s was mad e during her life-time. Mrs.
E lisabe th W. P. Lomax, now living on th e T alm age Farm near Warrent on,
Virginia, widow of the di stin guished Confederat e major-general, Lin dsay
Lomax, respond ed to an ap pea l for a biograph y to be inclu ded in t he
Library of Southe rn Literature, volume 8. This " life" has served as th e
bas is for other art icles in subse quent yea rs. Mu ch of the flavo r, however,
is likely to be lost by " the cold-s torage" process of attempt ing to build
upon another's a rt icle. A biographer or histori an whenever possib le
should visit in person the old scenes and friends or relati ves involved, ac­
quiring new facts and verifying old ones, and above all gaining first -hand
a vivid picture of th e past. This objective was accomplished by the
present write r.

When we inquire int o th e background of a woman like Julia Magruder,
we are inclined to argue th at; "blood will tell." Born on Sep tember 14,
1854 in Charlottesville, Virginia; fourth daughter of Allan Bowie Magruder
and Sarah M . Gilliam, who likewise were nati ves of th at great State of
proud aristoc racy; her father dist inguished in law and in letter s, who was
recipient of a letter of commenda tion from Edgar Allen Poe ; an uncle­
John Bankhead M agruder- famous at home and ab road, not only as one
of t he great genera ls of the Civil War , but as " Prince John " ; we find th e
aut horess alread y endowed with th e advantages of socia l, cultura l, and
hereditary pres t ige. She accepted th ese gifts at th eir true va luation and
utili zed th em for th e enrichment of lit erature, for th e promoti on of ideals
which can st imulate hum an cha rac te r to th e attainment of greater height s,
and unco nsciously for th e development of her own life as furt her evidence
of th e possibilit ies of womanhood in cultu ra l, intellectual, moral spheres.

T he brick home of th e Magruders in Cha rlot tesvi lle no longer stand s.
According to an octogena rian who was a pla ymate of th e childr en and has
surv ived everyone of them, th is home- described as "quaint"-was in
the rear of the present j ail.



•

-

1

Court esy of Mrs, Richard L. Dobie



PROCEEDINGS OF TWENTy-SECOND ANNUAL GATH ERING 39

When Julia was three' yea rs of age, her fami ly moved to Wa shin gton,
in whi ch place her syste ma t ic educa tion was begun. In accorda nce with
Southern practice, her parents and governesses undertook this task, which
was interfered with by th e Civil War. Nevertheless, acq u isitive expe r­
ience enabled her to become more highly ed uca ted t han was th e lot of th e
ave rage woman of th e South.

With the secession of Virginia from the Union, back wen t th e fam ily.
Win chester was selected for t he new home; but the v icissitudes of war
necessit ated " refugee ing" to No rth Carolina.

T hus fate int rodu ced Julia' s siste r Em ily, born in 1853, to her future
hu sband, Robert Gibson of Concord , No rt h Carolin a; and, st range to
relate, she was th e only one of th e "exceedingly clever and pretty"
M agruder girls to enter matrimony . Helen, the oldest sister, departed
from the Ep iscopa lian faith of her fam ily by taking the vows of a Domini­
can nun . As Sister M ar y Joseph in Newa rk, New Jersey, thi s highly
gifted woman, endowed with "great assura nce and initi ati ve" for a life
of leader ship, surrende red herself t o a life requiring solitude, pros t ra t ion,
and cons tant praye r. She died in Balti more. The next oldest siste r,
Isabelle, died young; and Eva, J ulia's younger siste r, died when abo ut
twenty-four yea rs of age. A half-b roth er , Lieutenant J ohn Magru der,
young gradua te of West Point Mili tar y Academy, was shot down in the
West while leading his cavalrymen in a cha rge aga inst riot ers. Descend ­
ants of Julia M agr uder' s br anch of the family who a re livin g today, nu m­
ber exac tly one. M rs. Ri chard L. Dobie of No rth Shore Point, No rfolk,
Virginia, is a niece of M iss Magruder.

After th e termination of th e Civil War , Julia's father, who had served in
th e Confederate cause, resumed his practice of law in Washin gton , ex­
tending it to Bal ti more, where the fam ily resided for a ti me.

Undo ubtedly, one of the most educa t ive influences in Julia 's young life
was her father's libr ar y, to which she had unlimited and unguid ed acce ss.
There she found life-long friends in Geo rge E liot's cha racte rs, which
opened up to her oppo rt unit ies for unendi ng, int erpret ati ve st udy. In
later yea rs she wrote , " I put George E liot ahead of t hem all."

Gro unded t hus in some of th e best English liter ature, endowed with
General M agruder ' s gift of relating anecdotes and with her father 's t alent
for writing, we find Julia M agruder cont ribut ing short sto ries and sketches
to magazines and newspapers. At about sixteen yea rs of age, she wrote a
serial story, "My Three Chances", which won first prize-forty dollars­
in a compe tit ion sponsored by th e Baltimore Sun. The second pr ize was
won by her girlhood friend and future biograph er, now Mrs. Lomax.
Since th e war had left th e M agrud er famil y in financia l st ra its, thi s success
st imulated Julia to das h off a series of sketches; and she found some zest
in writ ing sto ries for children.

T he yea r of 1885 proved memo rab le in her life. Her fat her's best-known
book, The Lif e of J ohn M arshall, in th e "A merican Sta tes men Series," was
publi shed th en ; but th e dea th of her fa ther, who is buried at New ton , Vir­
ginia, also took place, causing a breaking up of th e family home. Of
happier occurrence was th e publication by Scribner's of her first book ,
Across th» Chasm, declared " the bes t anonymous romance for th at yea r."
An appraisal which seems to fit Julia M agruder 's writings generally, was
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that th e book is " full of honest th ought that ran as a thread of gold from
cove r to cover. "

In thi s work, we obtain a glimpse of M iss Magruder's at t itude tow ard
famili es of " blood". "At home, th ey think me a grea t radi cal. I ha ve no
special respect for pedigrees in general. That one' s forefathers should
have been honest is th e first thin g, it seems to me, and th at th ey should
have been social lumin aries should come a long way afte r." If blood "has
any virtue at all, it should make its possesso rs independent and manly."

Would Julia M agrud er have despised membership in th e American Clan
Gregor Society? I think not , so long as we refu se to rest content merely
with th e achievements of our forebear s. I believe that she would have
been among th e first to respond to a senti ment inscribed on a stone in the
old burying ground at Dorchester, Massachusetts, " A Good Ancestry may
not ju stif y Pride, but should awaken Thankfulness and st imulate a
Rivalry of Virtues." She, her self, had seen too man y memb ers of th e
"blooded" famili es in th e position aga inst which th e Phil adelphia Ledger
once caut ioned, "T here is no objection to descendi ng from a Mayflower
ancestor, if one does not descend too far ."

Such th ought was not gene rally pop ular in th e Sout h when Mi ss
Magrud er enunciated it th rou gh her heroine. Her br eadth of v iew was
particularly remar kable, considering t he fact th at she was brou ght up
und er circum stan ces which would easily engende r prid e.

Across the Chasm reveals even greater scope of her mind, compa rable to
th at of Lieutenant-General J ames Longstreet , anothe r of our Magruder
kinsmen, who became a Republican following th e Civil War, though re­
t aining the utmost loyalty to the Sout h. Eve n today, as an yone living in
th e South well knows, some bitterne ss toward the No rth remains. Never­
th eless, in 1885, Julia Magruder, daughter of a Confederate and niece of
a grea t Confederat e general, herself th oroughly Southern, could write a
romance with this conclusion, " Does n' t it seem funn y such a
Yankee and such a Rebel , as you and I! Let us set an example of letting
by-gones be by-gones, and shake hand s across t he bloody chasm."

Natura lly, exposure of prejudices again st t he marriage of a Southern
girl to a Northe rne r invited expressions of th e st rong feeling st ill surging
in thi s post-War period. Southern crit ics misjudged her to th e extent of
accusing her of cate ring to th e North. Censur e, however, came from th e
North as well as from the South, though in less degree, proba bly becau se
th e No rt h had not experienced su ch suffering as th e South and th erefore
could not feel so intensely on the subject. A more impartial atti tude
toward Mi ss M agruder' s book had to be sought outs ide of th e war-wear y
land. Thus, for example, in Lond on's " Sa turday Reoieio", dat ed June 20,
1885, is th e following tribu te:-

" It is th e grea t merit of Across th« Chasm tha t it sets forth some of the
di fferentiating peculiarit ies of th e best peop le of th e No rth and South.
It is in essence a study of social condit ions-perha ps one had be tter say
of social conventions . And it is just. It is as fair to one side as
to the ot her. It is no pa rt izan pamp hlet , but an honest endeavor to reveal
both sides of th e shield to t he knigh ts who face each other with it between
th em Rarel y indeed does one meet a book in which as burning
a question is treat ed with as equal a fairn ess. That it is a social study
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gives it it s chief value, but it is also a bri ght, lively, and amusing story,
full of clever comedy, and rich in frank ly contras ted cha ra cte r . . .
Certain points in it s subjec t and execution suggest two American books
widely read in En gland, the Daisy Miller of Mr. Henry James, and the
Fair Barbarian of Mrs. Burnett."

In 1887, a second book, A Ma gnificent Plebeian, was int roduced by
Harper & Bros. It was not rated as high as Across the Chasm, but was
praised nevertheless. The followin g crit icism was mad e under " Book
T alk" in Lippincott's M agazine: "The mixed chara cter of human action
and th e moderate level of human perfection are well represented. We
cannot help placing a cert ain agreeable confidence in a writer who seems
to have neither th e power nor th e wish to abu se our confidence, and, as
each incident and ph ase in the developm ent of character is probable
with out being ob vious, we gentl y slide along, con tented with the writer
and her story, until we reach the end."

In the same yea r, Lippincott's Magazine (vol, 30: 1) published "At
Anchor," a story appropriately "hailed as among t he most charming of
modern Southern novels."

"Honored in th e Breach" app eared the next year in Lippincott's (vol.
41:287). This sto ry ma sterfully portrays a struggle in recognizing and
choosing fundamental values in life ahead of artificial sta nda rds generall y
accepted as sufficient in social circles.

In an art icle written in 1900, Mi ss M agruder commented upon th e
Southern woman's pride. "A s a rule," she explained, "it proceeds from
inexperience in worldl y ways, necessit at ed by a ve ry insulated life, and
sometimes it is speedily corrected by a little travel, and an enforced con­
sideration of th e man y points in which th e women she has looked down
upon are her superiors." Interesti ngly, she add ed, "An acknowledgment
of th is fact, however, is not in her."

Und oubtedly, Mi ss M agrud er acquired a larger vision from extensive
travelling, which began in 1890. For most of th at yea r, she was the guest
of her Virginia friend, Am e lie Rives, th en th e wife of Mr. J ohn Arm strong
Chanler, and now th e Princess Pierre Troubetzkoy. Livin g first in Mrs.
Chanlcr 's ap artment on th e Avenu e du Bois in Paris, Miss Magruder
then accompanied her friend, who regard ed her as an "own siste r," to
th e att ract ive hotel in Fontainebleau , from which later th ey removed
to a small pal ace. Form erly owned by Madame de Pompadou r, thi s
palace had been leased by M rs. Chanler with M onsieur and Madame
Mauri ce Bun au-Varilla from th e Due de Gramont. Before this memor­
ab le visit cam e to a close, Mi ss Ma gru der went with the Chan lers and
F. Marion Cr awford , Mr. Ch an ler' s cousin, to the Passion P lay.

Though Mi ss Ma gruder had begun her literary career solely for mone­
tary reasons, and always claimed th at she was utterl y lackin g in ima gina­
tion, such associa t ions as th e above gave her a more enduring int erest in
her writing, which she tr eat ed as a life profession.

In all of her experiences , she constantly found material for future stories.
In fact, she fran kly claimed that all of her cha rac te rs were selected from
among her friend s and relat ives. The name Sonia in her story of " P rincess
Sonia" was sugges ted by th e first name of M adame Bunau-Varill a ; and
th e fu ture Princess T roub et zkoy, like Princess Soni a, was a gifted art ist
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studyin g in Pa ris. T o M arion Crawford, Mi ss Magruder related in 1890
some fact s which were to serv e as the nucleus of a short story. "Well,"
exclaimed Crawford, "that is a new thin g under the sun." Miss M agruder
recognized her title in thi s remark, th e story later bear ing the caption,
"A Ne w Thing Under th e Sun ."

The fame of M . Bunau-Varilla continues today as the Hearst of france,
since he has long been pub lisher of Le Mal in. Hi s newspaper perform ed
th e histori cal serv ice of sponsoring the first intern ational air meet. It
was held in Belgium, where on ly ab out ten or twelve craft were entered.
M. Bun au-Varilla charte red a private car to take him and his party to
th e meet from Paris. Included am ong his gues t s wa s Julia Magruder.
At this period, Mi ss M agruder spent six months in Paris.

One of th e happiest visit s of her life was in northern Scotl and at In­
verlochy Ca stle, where she spent two weeks as th e guest of Lad y Abin ger ,
daughter of Mi ss M agruder 's uncl e, George Magruder, chap lain, U. S. N.
Julia was "my lady" throughout her stay. One of her biggest th rill s was
when a genuine Scotch piper app ear ed in the balcony and played for her
entertainment at meals. She could ride hor seback all da y, according to
local informers, without reaching th e limit s of the huge esta te . Though
disgusted with false prid e of ancestry, she unmist akably was delighted
to be connected with Clan Gre gor and her own Scotch blood was partly
respon sible for th e joy which she fclt in the life at the castl e.

Another haven was the summer home of Pr incess Troubetz koy on beau­
tiful Lak e Maggiore in Italy, where she spent consid erable time.

f or a number of years, Mi ss Magruder regarded as one of her hom es in
America that of her married sister in Concord , North Carol ina, where
she did most of her wri t ing. This handsome, bri ck man sion was razed
in recent years to make room for th e new buildin g of the first Pr esbyter­
ian Church.

The other American home of Miss Magruder, where she spent about
half of her time when not travelling, was that of "Amy"-as she called
Princess Troubetzkoy-at Ca stle Hi ll, Albemarle County, Virginia .
The princ ess pointed out to me th e room she always occupied-on the
second floor to th e right of the front ent rance to the historic house. " He r
room" was also the princess' room, in which they dwelt togeth er.

I have been privileged to see a numb er of elegant mansi ons on extensive
estates of th e old, romantic South; but Ca st le H ill is unequalled, in my
opinion. Mi ss Magruder wa s equally appreciative of it ; for, accordin g
to th e princess, she " oft en said that she had never loved any place so
much." I t is in th e ve ry heart of th e Old Domin ion, isola ted from the
outs ide wor ld, and yet within easy reach of it. Encl osing t he approach
to th e picturesqu e coloni al home ar e solid hed ges of towerin g, healthy
box-trees, through which th ere is a nar row opening for th e dri veway,
which circles round to th e front door. The boxwood facing th e br eak in
th e oute r hedge at the entrance is trimmed ju st low enough to offer a
wonde rful vista of distan t ranges of blue hills as viewed from th e front
porch , with it s Tuscan-D oric columns. Landscape gardening is superb .
furni shing some of th e luxuri ant, shelt ering foliage within the protected
grounds are glorious magnolia and holly tre es. Pink-b lossomin g crepe
myrtle trees radiate their warm glow from both sides of the por ch.

The atmosphere at th e t ime of my first vis it (unmarred by later visits )

•
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correspond ed exactly with dream s of th e most cultured South in it s perfect
set t ing, even to th e refined notes pla yed by a real mu sician sea ted at the
grand piano in the present living room-the kind of scene describ ed
appreciatively by Julia Magruder in her writings. The best t onic for one
who believes that Mi ss M agruder wrote of an era entirely passed, would
be a visit to th e Ca stle Hill region, where th e old Vir ginia aristoc racy st ill
holds sway.

About 1900, Mi ss M agru der turned to her friend, M r. Wadd y Butl er
Wood, husban d of E lisabe th Lindsay Lomax and owner of t he T almage
Farm near Warrenton, the architect who des igned th e temporary bui ld­
ings in \Vashington for pract ically eve ry branch of th e government du ring
th e World War. He built for her a home of her own in Washington. The
add ress as record ed in Who's Who (1906-1907) was 2516 19th St reet, N. W.
It is the only st rictly Magruder home of her family sti ll sta nding, and she
resided th ere only about four years, finally renting it and going abroad,
th en returning to Concord.

During th e last fifteen yea rs of her life, she was rath er prolific in her
wri tin g. " M iss Ayr of Virginia" and ot her shor t sto ries form ed a collec­
tion published in 1896. M any considered th ese stories her best prod uc­
tions. In Novembe r, 1902, Scribne r's M ogazin« published a short sto ry
ent itled " Ha rry of England". Accompanying illustrat ion s were by
Howard Cha ndler Christy.

A crit ic once remar ked, "Miss Magrude r is too good a tal ker to be a
first-rate write r. However well she might describe a thi ng in writ ing, she
could always do it better in speech." Mrs. Lomax (whom I met at th e
T alm age Farm) nevertheless maintains t ruly th at Julia M agruder 's short
sto ries show " unusua l versa t ility as well as art ist ic finish." "T he col­
loqui al charm," she has sta ted further, " is und eniable- she is an accom­
plished t alker, has a keen sense of th e hum orous, a ready wit, and an
appreciation of th e natural, th e good, and th e true wherever she may
find it. "

Children's sto ries heightened Mi ss M agruder 's nation-wide fame as a
woman of letters. Among t hese are "A Labor of Love", published in
1898, and "T he Child Amy". According to Mrs. Lom ax, " the purity an d
naturalness of tone which disti nguished t hese carr ied th eir lesson to t he
young heart as clea rly from an et hical sta ndpoint as th e litera ry."

Under this last group is included Mi ss Magruder 's "Child Sketches
from Geo rge Eliot". She had two aims in writ ing th ese "Child Sketches".
One purpose was to reveal th e hidd en fact th at George Eliot had a real
gift for writing sto ries of children . The " intense human problems which
th e men and women in her books are work ing out", tend to cause us to
overlook "the wonderfully distin ct and individu al child cha racters"
created by George E liot. Conse que ntly, Miss M agruder detached th e
child sketches from th eir sur roundings, "and, in doing this, t he writer has
let each sketch stand, as far as possib le, in George E liot's own words, and
has added the reto only so much as is abso lutely demanded for th e sake of
continuity and form." M iss M agru der's second objective was to interest
"young peop le in her books, leadin g them, when the proper t ime sha ll
come, to the study and appreciat ion of her magnificen t works of Engl ish
fiction." Pr eceding these sketches is, appropriately, a sto ry of George
Eliot's own childhood .
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Never in her life did J ulia Magruder write under inspiration. She chose
definite t imes for her literary work and wrote steadily until th e allotted
hour s had been consumed. H alf a year or even two-thirds of a year might
pass before she would take up her pen. Mi ss Magruder, however, was far
from lazy. She was thorough in her work while engaged, and adh ered to a
satisfactory sys tem. Writing was so easy for her, th at she felt almost
ashamed of " the unpardonabl e rapid product ion." Her habit was to sit
down at ten o'clock in th e morning and write uninterruptedly for three
hours. "Text s" often were used as bases of stories. Generally, she had
one hundred word s on a small sheet and in three hours was apt to fill
twenty-five of th ese pages. No t infrequently, she wrote more th an a
thousand words in one hour.

P rincess Sonia, first appea ring in 1895, was written in fifty-four hours
extending over eighteen days. Until th is tim e, Miss Magruder had been
accus tomed to write only one copy, which was for th e printer. Wh en
Richard Wat son Gild er of th e Cmtury Ma gazin t received th e manuscript
of Princess Sonia, he insisted upon a dupli cate copy to ensure again st loss.
Hencefor th, Mi ss M agruder made two copies.

Usua lly adjourning for th e rest of th e day after her three-hour period,
she would give no more though t to th e subject until th e next day or week ,
or even several weeks. Afte r th e completion of a sto ry, she would let it
lie untouched for months, finally reviewing it with a fresh mind before
forwarding it to th e printe r.

P rincess Sonia, afte r appearing serially, was published as a book in
1897. Illu str ations were contribute d by Charles D ana Gibson. Some
demand for this sto ry persists even to t he present day. In July, 1930,
when I borrowed thi s book from Carn egie Library in Pittsburgh, I found
th at I was th e third person th at year to whom th e book had been issued.
Some contemporaries acclaimed this work as her grea tes t contribution to
literature, th ough today tha t assert ion would be disputed. One person
reacted in thi s vein, " What a dear, hysterical sto ry Julia Magrud er 's
Princess Sonia is!" The tale has been challenged as " incred ible", but as
ju st ifiable becau se " M iss M agruder has so charmingly told it th at it
holds th e attention from beginnin g to end."

A favorite of Miss M agrud er' s was Str uan, written in 1898. According
to t he card cata logue in Carn egie Librar y, " its treatment is both unu sual
and exceptiona lly strong." Our own opinion, however, is that M iss
M agruder was so abso rbed in presenting her daring views of marriage and
of conventi onalities that she allowed th e sto ry to be sacrificed. T o a large
extent, nevertheless, th ere is reason to believe that th e book is auto­
biographic; and from thi s st andpoint, it is interestin g.

Best sellers, we find, were known even in th e so-called Victori an era.
In December, 1896, Julia M agrud er's The Violet, priced at ninety cents,
was among the first ten books in biggest demand at John Wa na maker's
store in Phil adelphia. This story was republished from th e Ladies' Home
J ournal.

A novelette recorded as " successful" is "A Live Ember" . Other sto ries
written duri ng these yea rs are "A Realized Id eal" (1898), "A Beau tiful
Alien" (1899), "A Heaven-Ki ssing Hill ", "A Ma nifest Destin y" (1899),
and "The Voice in the Cho ir" (Lad ies' Home Journal, 1900). " Johnny
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Watts's Money", a sketch written in 1900, gives a realisti c picture of an
old Southern mammy who managed to maintain her master's children in
spite of th e economic ruin in th e South following th e Civil War .

A book which deserves summa cum laude, is Dead Selves, pu blished in
Lippi ncott's in 1897. One of th e most origina l cha rac te r studies developed
under extrao rdinary situat ions is presented here with am azing power.
The " tex t" in this case is from T enn yson' s " I n Mem oriam":-

"I hold it truth with him who sings,
To one clear harp, in divers tones,
That men may rise on stepping-stones
Of their dead selves to higher things."

T he London Saturday Reoieto, nicknamed the "Saturday Reviler ",
found it necessary to depart from it s reputation when discussing this
masterpiece:-

" It is so hard for th e modern novelist of mann ers to brin g origina lity
into th e drawing-room th at we are not inclin ed to be grudging in our
praise of Mi ss M agruder' s very origina l and powerful story, which clearl y
pr oves her right to be inclu ded in th e scanty handful of compe te nt Ame ri­
can nove lists . The story she has to tell is one of entirely spirit ua l confl ict
and development, and it is by no means a comp liment to her skill to say
t hat she has told it without the smallest suggest ion of sanc t imonious
sent iment. The moral inten t ion of th e book is obv iously high, bu t Mi ss
M agrud er 's a rt as a sto ry- te ller is so considerable th at her book is a really
remark ab le instance of good intention joined to competent execution."

In 1905, Th e Th ousan dth W oman, anothe r novel, was published in
L ippi ncott's M agazi ne,

M iss M agruder ' s master piece, in her own opi nion, was The lvlysttry of a
M an, which she wrote while at Inverlochy Castle. Through half of her
life, she had shown a grea t interest in th eosophy, which impressed her as a
beautiful th eory. Fully a t hird of her sto ry hin ged on thi s subject. Pub­
lishers rejected it , declaring th at th e publi c was not concerne d wit h this
phil osoph y. Before the manu script could be revised properly, Mi ss
M agrud er's death occurred on June 9, 1907. The manuscript was willed
to her niece, Mrs. Dobie, at whose requ est Princess Troub etzkoy under­
t ook to redu ce it s grea t length . The pr incess told me that if Mi ss Ma­
gruder, herself, had been able to go over it properly, she wou ld have
recognized th e need for shor tening it. With t he cha nges made, th e princes s
was able to br ing about t he publicat ion of th e story posthumo usly. First
appearin g in Ladies' Home J ournal, it later was published as a book by
Small, Mayn ard & Co.

Approximately th e last yea r of Mi ss Magruder 's life was full of pathos.
She always had been blessed with radiant heal th and seemed destin ed for
a ripe, old age. In 1906, she went on her last trip to E urope, where she
remained about eight months. Again she enjoyed th e company of the
Bunau-Varilla fam ily, and went to stay at Villa Ada, t he T roub etzkoy
place on Lago M aggiore. Bu t she vis ibly was not well. She always had
avoided phys icians . Her fa th er had had a reputati on for being "eccen­
tri c" in th e treatment of ailments in his household, and th erefore her
aversion to doctors was natural. H owever, one day while she was back
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at Castle Hill, Princess Troubetzkoy contrived to have her examined by
a friend of both, Dr. Edward Allen, a Northern physician. His d iagnosis
of Bright 's disease, with no more than three months to live, a term which
might be cut short by any shock , was indeed sta ggerin g news. This
terrible fact Princess Troub etzk oy kept from her. When, later, Mi ss
Ma grud er realized her condit ion, she expres sed th e one wish th at her most
intimat e friend s might remain with her as long as she lived .

With Pri ncess T roub etzkoy she had an agreement th at th e one who was
abou t to die should come to th e other before th e end. A serious illness
suffered by her husband necessitated th e prin cess' reluctant departure at
thi s crit ical period for her villa on Lak e Ma ggiore; and th e prin cess, her­
self, became ill. One morning in Italy, she awoke earl y and saw Ju lia
before her as an apparit ion, slightly eleva ted from th e floor. Looking
sadly at her devot ed friend , this vision of Julia said, " I have kept my
promi se, darling, but I cannot stay." Then she receded and va nished
from th e room. The princess ru shed from her bedroom, exclaiming in
great grief, "Julia' s dead! I know it! Julia' s dead!" Severa l hours later,
a cable came, announcing her death in St. Luk e' s Hospital, Richmond.
D r. Stu art McGuire of that city, another of her warm est friends , had
attended her through this last illness. The death of her married siste r
exactly one month earlier had given Mi ss Ma gruder the fatal shock.

With th e aid of the caretaker of Maplewood cemetery in Cha rlottes­
ville, Mr. Will iams, whose grand mot her was a Magruder, I found the
slightly sunken grave of Julia M agruder. A simpl e, white ston e marks
her resting place:

J U L I A MAGRU DER

BORN

SEPT. 1 4 ,1 8 5 4

D IE D

J U N E 9 ,1 9 0 7

"T HY W ILL BE DONE"

Beside her rest s her mother, al so with a simple, white marker

SARAH MAGRUDER

WIFE OF

ALL A N B. MAG R U D E R

AU G UST 3 0 ,1 8 1 9

OCTOBER 8 ,1 8 95

On the opp osite side of the cemetery is the grave of the illustrious founde r
of th e Ameri can Clan Grego r Society, our late Chiefta in, Dr. Edward
May Ma grud er. Sole representa t ives of the Magruder tribe in thi s spot
reserved for th e departed, examples of the good in manhood, in woman­
hood, and in moth erh ood! Many of Julia Magruder's finest character­
istics are said to have been inherit ed from her exceptiona lly gifted mother.

What is M iss Magrude r's place in literatu re? Whi le she was st ill
active, Mrs. Lomax appraised 1'( in the following terms, "She has as­
sumed the judicial attitude . ••lind in writing of persons and things, and
has produced a collection of books unu sually wise in th eir reserve and
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perfect t aste." Sane and sound are ad jec t ives which have been used to
describe her. Certainly, her conte mpora ries regarded her as a lit er ary
torch-bearer. About a yea r before her death, she received recognition
which no other American had won. Through th e influence of M. Bu nau­
Varill a, she was nomin ated by th e French Government to th e French
Academy, being award ed th e Ord er of Palms, which reached her th e ve ry
week of her death. Her last publi c act was to ack nowledge thi s signa l
honor , a fittin g clim ax to her career.

These crossed palms of silver are includ ed in the complete collect ion of
J ulia Magruder lore kept by M rs. Dobie, who has been careful to save all
available letters, sonnets, clever jin gles, poems, essays , prayers, eve ry­
thing in fact of va lue to poste rity from Mi ss Magrude r's facile pen.
"Two poems published in her latter life," writes Mrs. Dobie, "one to th e
Ad ams M emor ial in Rock Creek Cemetery, Washin gton-& one to Rod­
in 's statue of 'L e Penseur' I like tremend ously."

These poems and othe r writings indicate th at Mi ss Magruder had a
genuine apprecia t ion for sculpture and other form s of art. In Struan for
example, she eulogized " the thrilling, uplifting figure of the 'Winged
Victory' in th e Louvre, a great woman-creature st riding forward , in­
vincibl y, through th e trammels and barriers of life, opening a way for
poor humanity to walk in, whi le all th e tim e her splendid wings are spread
as if to lift her to her natural sphere, a higher element which th e resting of
her feet on earth mak es possible for other beings to attain to also."

Stori es by our authoress furnish wond erfu l psychologica l studies of
hum an character , thoroughly and th oughtfully developed with penetrating
insight. Heroes and heroines are apt to be above the ave rage in int elligence
and strong character. "Clingin g vines" of the nineteenth century were
not countenanced as heroin es. Moral prob lems in her novel s usually are
evolved naturally, th ough far from obviously. One of th e short sto ries I
have read, must have been inspir ed by Geo rge Eliot' s Mill on the Floss,
being a tragic ta le with a t ragic ending resemb ling that ofTom and Maggie,
th ough with an ent irely different setting, so th at no one cou ld accuse
Mi ss Magruder of unoriginal imitation. She succeeded in her sto ries in
having the cha racters th emselves revea l all significant points and to act
accordingly, thereby holding th e reader's attention with greate r force
than would be possible if th e writer suspended action for her own deduc­
t ive reasonin g.

Mi ss Magrud er was inheren tly an optimist. H er novels may open
with some of th e most discouraging problems to be met. Yet, without
any forcing, happy endings genera lly are achieved.

There was a definite limitat ion to Mi ss Magruder 's ran ge. She was
confined in the mai n to creatures of th e drawing-room. Her heroine was
"alwavs beautiful, well dressed ." Her "toilet, to th e last det ail, was
finish~d and perfect. " " He r manner and breedin g were highly distin­
guished." "A magnificence controlled by simplicity was the style of
dr ess which suited her best , but even in this unobtrusive st reet costume
th ere was about her something regal Her thick brown hair,
bru shed ba ckward Her large eyes, gray and candid
She had a pecu liar qua lity of un consciousness of self." She "wore all
th ese exquisite things as simply as a bird it s feathers." "She attracted
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to herself th e men and women of force in whatever assemblage she cha nced
to be." T o her other attributes were add ed "her high social posit ion, her
grea t wealth, her unusual and impressive beauty." The "sce nt of her
garments" was evident. She possessed a " lovely , light-stepping figure."
"T he sta tel iness of her ta ll beauty" was a pronounced cha racte rist ic. A
ma id was at her service in arranging her toilet .

Similarly, th e hero was conspicuous for "his st rong figure, his indi vidual,
intellectu al, compelling face." He was almost inevitably handsome. Like
th e heroine, he was likely to enjoy " youth and health and money and
posit ion . They were both clever , both had cult iva ted ta stes in
mu sic, art, and publi c affairs, and th ey were equally fond of society and
dist inguished in th e place they occupied in it. " If the tastes of eit her d id
not includ e qui te th e above , th e other could supp lement the lack. But
bea uty , health, and intellectu ality never were slighte d.

With such attract ions present, Julia M agrud er was able to bring her
sto ries rather regularly to happ y, soul-sat isfying conclusions. Without
such supports , her sto ries of necessity would continue to grav ita te toward
disaster. Given t he facts, Julia M agrud er's tales- with rare exception­
unfold reaso nably. In othe r words, her powerful studies in morality are
dependent upon phys ical attributes. T o her , ideals could be realized
where t here was beauty and refinement. She did not deal with ugliness,
ignorance, and poverty. She was writ ing solely about her own stratum
of society, which lacks universal appeal.

One basic st ructure is used for her novels generally . Seemingl y inevi­
tably, th e plot opens with the hero or heroine, or both, confronted wit h
th e moral problem of choosing between material values of th e selfish
world and with und erlying principles requiring depth of charac te r. Reg­
ularl y, supe rficial va lues are th e first attracti on, leading to bitter con­
sequ ences. The beautiful and gifted hero and heroine are pulled fart her
and farther apa rt . After a full measure of agonies and misunderst andings,
worldly ambition s and prid e of heart are recognized in th eir true light,
and in th eir train follows a long period of utter desolation and despair
combined with an appreciat ion of genuine worth. Not until th e last
sta ge of endurance is reach ed, when th e soil is prepared for th e perfect
growth of a new and sublime moral life, are th e relief and joy from union
of hearts of two superb characte rs introdu ced with a grand sweep of moral
victory as th e climax of th e story.

No twithsta nding the sameness of th e pa ttern , th e reader finds remark­
abl e variety in th e stories, seldom having an opport unity to feel palled.
Dead Seloes, as already described, obviously conforms to th e general plan.
So does A Manifut Destiny, for example. Yet how different th e two works
are! The latter has chiefly an English setting, dealing with lord s and
ladi es. The at mosphere and the specific nature of the problems mak e
th e story app ear entirely unli ke all others.

Can Mi ss M agruder be ran ked among th e elit e of American literature?
Unl ess rlc ross the Chasm is a notable revelation of America as it was im­
mediatel y following t he Civil War (we have not yet been able to read this
book), th ere seems to be no particular ground for including her as a write r
of American literature. H er sto ries did not require American settings
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Our interpret ation of Am erican literature is th at th e material must be
essent ially and inseparabl y American .

We have written thus far wit hout adequa te atten t ion to Julia M agruder,
th e woman. But her own cha rac te r probably is best revealed in her
writ ings.

H er physical appearance seems to have coincided wit h her descrip tions
of heroines. All of th e M agruder women of her famil y were tall. At th e
same time, she had a slight, but beautifully proporti oned figure. Princess
T roub etzkoy informed me th at Mi ss M agruder had th e most beautiful
hand s and feet th at she had eve r seen. Her head has been describ ed as
small and well-shaped. Her hair was light brown. Her eyes, cha rac te r­
isti c of t hose of many Magruders, were gray and expressive. Her complex­
ion was fair. She usua lly wore simple, black, white, or gray dresses,
like H ester , "T he T housandth Woman" , "w ith her st ill girlish figu re
clad in rich white satin." Like Milli cent, th e grande dame of forty in
Struan, we suspect that Mi ss M agruder "cared so intensely for eve ry­
thing th at was beautiful th at she cherished wit h gra t itude eve ry claim to
beauty th at she possessed."

Living at a t ime when writers were proverb ially slovenly in appear­
ance, someone accused her of being "too dai nty in d ress and too fast idious
in her surroundings to come up to the idea of a blue stocking, wh ich
demands th at a nove list should be dowdy." Mrs. Lomax came to M iss
M agruder 's defense, argu ing that "there is not a woman living more
un conscious th an Mi ss M agrud er , less given to st riving for effect . On
th e othe r hand , she possesses appa rently almost eve ry qu ality th at goes
to th e ma king of a successful novelis t ." So there! Clothes do not make
th e write r. One of ma ny descript ions of her heroines which might be
applied to herself, is that of Rhoda in Dead Selves, who " by an inherent
quality of her nature, could never feel comfortable unless she was da intily
dressed , but, her toilet once made to her sa t isfac tion, she never gave
anot her th ought to it ."

Mi ss M agruder 's friends happily rememb er her as an exceedi ngly
st imulat ing wom an. They gasp incredul ously when th ey realize th at if
she were still alive, she would be numbered among th e aged. T o thi s da y,
Princess Troub etzkoy is conscious of a definite void in her life due to th e
ab sence of her boon compa nion of yea rs pas t. Each of t he two wr ite rs
was accustomed to read and crit icize everything th at t he othe r wrote;
and th e pri ncess st ill feels a st ra in in be ing ob liged to send her ma nu­
scripts of current yea rs direct to th e pu blishers without sha ring them
with her Julia.

One of Mi ss Ma grud er 's favorite past imes was walking. Though she
rod e horseback and had an interest in horse shows, she never was know n
as a horsewoman . Such honors belonged to th e siste r of th e princess ,
Gertrud e Rives Potts.

Mi ss M agruder was tre mendously interested in young peop le, who in
turn-like the Bunau-Varilla boys-were devoted to her. \Vherever she
went, she exerted a wholesome influence and fascina ted all with her cha rm­
ing per sonalit y . The popul arity of M illicent in Struan prob abl y wa s no
greater than th at enjoye d by Mi ss M agruder.

Specific referen ces to Chopin and other composers loved by heroines,
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show th at Mi ss Magruder had a real ta ste for mu sic. Princess Troub etz­
koy ve rified the accur acy of thi s assumpt ion, remar kin g at th e same tim e
th at Mi ss M agruder did not play an y mu sical instrument.

A very remar kable habit of Mi ss M agruder 's was her practi ce of kee ping
accura te account of every penny received or disbursed. There was not hing
niggardly, however, in he r disposition ; and when, rather lat e in life, she was
willed a "nice but not large fortune" by one of her num erou s adm irers ,
th us for th e first t ime enjoy ing more th an very mode ra te means, she
contin ued as before, "the same lovely, simple, generous, noble crea ture
in every way." Her generos ity to th ose in distress was considered " un­
bounded."

Organized charity had no merit s, in her opinion. She was ever ready ,
on the other hand, to go to " infinite t roubl e" to give direct assista nce .
One of her big sa t isfact ions was in helpin g num erous child ren to go to
school; and where considera ble money was required, she took dire ct
meth ods to obtain it. For exa mple, she felt no hesitation in solicit ing a
dollar from every person of means whom she met on th e st reet , until
she had th e requisite amou nt. Her friend s enjoye d th e novelty of her
met hods, not missing such triflin g sums from th eir comfort able fortunes.
She cons tantly was seeking ou t talent and encou raging it.

M iss M agruder felt " infinite symp at hy" for servants and ot he rs be­
longing to th e simple, humble, unedu cated class of humanity. Thus
she was part icula rly interested in helping th e colored folk. She seems to
have encountere d only the offensive " social climbers" among th e persons
of the middl e class; for she explained th at t he down-tro dden poor were
so muc h less pretentious and were more interestin g. She had Struan
express her thoughts whe n she gave as th e basis for his love of J enny
th e fact th at she had "absolutely no rest ra ints in th e way of famil y in­
fluence, conve ntional usage, or even self-protection. Indeed, it was her
freedom and impul siveness and her purity and honest nature, so marked
in con t rast to th e cold prudishness of the overcivilized women of to-day,
th at const ituted her power ful cha rm for me."

As the daughter of a man who wrote "T he Bible Defend ed and Atheism
Rebu ked : a Reply to R. G. In gersoll' s Lectures", Mi ss M agrud er " had
an indestructibl e faith in th e fatherh ood of God" , as she describ ed Struan,
She was not, like her fa ther, a Camelite. She seems not to have accepted
th e Fundamentalist conception of torture in Hell, reference to which
led her to ask, " is not it s chief effect to revive childish and shivery im­
pressions of 'the bad place and th e bogey-man' ?"

Neither did M iss M agrud er incline toward th e religion adopted by her
eldest siste r, th e Domin ican nun . On th e contrary, she went to th e oppo­
site ext reme of welcom ing th e existe nce of sin and exposure to tempta­
t ion as the means of at ta ining th e highest development of mor al character.
"T he aim of life being the formation of character, obs tacles
and hindrances are things to be sought and welcomed. Sometimes it
seems a nob ler thing to act impul sively, and make mist akes and grow
strong in ove rcoming th em, than to be so self-guarded, watchfu l, and /
pat ient as to keep out of harm's way, preserve one's self intact and in-
viola te, and to have nothing to regret , unl ess it be that after a while th ere
comes a wond erin g regret for th e absence of regret. As a record
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of life, th e fair unwritten page of inexperience seems to me far less valuable
than th e scored and blotted sheet th at tells of a life of fiery ordeals, temp­
tati ons, and eve n falls, if from th ese one has risen again ." Such theoriz­
ing might be used in defense of "sowing wild oa ts" in youth-a dan gerous
philosop hy.

Mi ss Magruder evidently had in mind some of th e blood less persons
of devout mold when she expressed th e fear th at a man might have such
strength as to " be so afraid of giving way to feeling th at it would amount
to cowardice, an d would, in the end, crus h feeling out, thus making him
weak instead of strong."

E scape from th e conta mina t ions of th e world did not invite Mi ss
M agru der 's app roba t ion. " I have learned thi s mu ch from life," she put
into t he mouth of St ruan, "to count mere persona l rectitude very little.
It may save one's own soul as it saves one's body ; but wha t of the souls
and bodies of others? The peop le who have never done any harm have
probabl y done as littl e good. T o keep one's own skirts clear is surely a
small result for th e glorious op port unit ies th at life affords . Gi ve me rather
generous faults,-wrongs committed and repe nte d of ! For sin it self
has its nob le use in God's great plan for ma n. It stre ngthens his mora l
muscles, and it gives him insight and power to help others. Comp ared
to thi s, wha t is blamelessness? It is th e attribute of th e infant, th e hum­
ming-bird, th e flower! \Vheth er it is th e attribute of the angels or no t we
don' t know; bu t , if we eve r come to be inh abitan ts of heaven , one thing
we shall surely see,-that victo ry is bet ter th an innocence; and, wit hout
sin, victory could not be. All t his would appea r to some too daring; but
I have a high precedent for it , at least . David was th e man afte r God's
own heart , and M ar y M agdalen was th e friend of Christ. "

We would judge th at religion's great emp hasis upon th e beauty of
salvag ing sinners has prod uced the above reaction in Mi ss M agruder.
The glory of persistent uny ielding to temptat ion may have been slighted
undul y by our zea lous preachers seeking " lost souls."

By no means do we intend to im ply th at Mi ss M agrud er was wayward!
We do regard some of her views as risky for others to at tempt to follow;
but she herself, as witnessed by Mi ss Elizabeth Gibson-one of her
friends who has been helpful to me in th e preparation of this article­
achieved " the most perfect development spirit ua lly." She was like
Struan , concerning whom she wro te th at " there was no necessity which
was so stro ng in him as th e possession of a belief, and the consciousness,
not only of th e existence, but of th e fatherh ood of God, and th e certa inty,
wit hout which his present life would have been unreal, of a future life,
where intellect should be expanded and love enlarged beyond present
imaginin g."

Through most of her life, she had considered th e intellect sup reme ;
but during her last illness, she became convinced th at th e heart and
spiritua l life meant eve ry thing.

I n addition to considering " Dead Selves most ind icative of my aunt's
character, " Mrs. Dobie includ ed Struan and an article, " La ncelot, Guin­
evere and Arthur, " published in 1905 in th e North American Review.
Therefore, for exa mining further some of Mi ss Magruder 's ideal s and
ideas, we should give particular attention to th ese works.
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In th e first place, we should note a rar e virtue which makes it s appea r­
ance in va rious branches of the Magrude r famil y. She was th e idea l
admired by Struan- " a woman who has th e courage of her op inions,"
and "o ne whose op inions are of her own making." Subs t itut ing her name
for Strua n's, " One of th e strongest elements in Uulia's) nature was a
rebellion aga inst conventiona lity ." She did not believe " in a life which
demanded self-suppression, in th e sense of denyin g th e natural and
heal t hy human insti nct s."

There is always a danger t hat such independent persons will a t some
time make a vice of th eir virtue by carrying it to an extreme. M iss
Magruder did not advocate a blind adhere nce to th e unconventional.
"There are two kinds of unconventionality I think the choice
as to th at is something like th e choice between good and evi l,-one must
know both, in order to make one's choice of one and rejection of th e othe r
of any avail. So I th ink it is well to know both conventiona lity and un­
conventi onality, and it is th e knowledge of both and th e choice of th e
latter which I like. We can all recall inst ances of people who, having
no know ledge of the conventiona l, riot in a freedom from restraint which
makes th em th e most obnox ious of mortals."

Bu t did not M iss Magruder portray in model Millicent a lapse from
her own idealized basis of conduct?

"Why shouldn' t I inh ale cigarette smoke if I wan t to? It's ve ry nice,
and not very wicked. I thin k it must be th e fain t and far suggestion of
wickedness th at I like as much as the sedative effect. Besides, I don't
see why I shouldn't play at being naughty ' a little if I like. I'm ridicu­
lously good in most things."

Describing Struan's ideal woman, "She was a being equally pass iona te
and delicate, eq ua lly cult iva ted and broad-minded, equa lly refined and
free, equa lly religious and tolerant." Mi ss M agrud er , unm arri ed th ough
widely belove d, probably exp lained an experience similar to her own
when relating th at of St ruan:

" He had believed intensely in this woman, and for years had looked
for her, not wit h any idea of sat isfying the promptings of his love, but
with a hope, quite as important and far more possible, th at he might
so see realized his ideal of wom anh ood."

"Marriage is th e sup reme fact in life. Wait with patience.
Never th ink you love any woman in th e perfect way until every side of
your nature and every clement of your being consents to it, demands it."

" If we begin a t a point where bar barism makes brute force and physica l
courage th e highest virtues, th en when we sha ll have progressed upward,
let our higher natures have wha t th ey demand,-purity, sweet ness, kind­
ness, faith fulness, gen tleness, modes ty, pa t ience, fort itude , meekness­
all th at is found in what is called 'the womanly.' As surely as spirit is
higher th an flesh, ju st so surely is woman higher th an man
Don't suppose, when I make thi s distinction of spirit and flesh, th at I
put under the latter head th at grand spiritual essence of pure hu man
passion. No a thousand times! It is here th at I find woman's grea tes t
mission,- to teach men how to love, to spir it ualize and int ellect ualize
th eir coa rser natures, to kill sensua lity, and to raise pure passion to it s
true place and sta mp it with th e beauty of holiness. If th e world is out
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of joint, it is because the masculine has st ill the predominance, and be­
cau se we allow ourselves to be gove rned by th e rule of force, like the
savage. But for one influence, which cam e as the Light of th e World,
and both by teaching and example leavened th e lump with a lit tl e of th e
leaven of th e womanly, it seems likely that our race would have become
by this time th e merely brutal."

Mis s M agruder is known definitely to ha ve been in love. Therefore,
shall we interpret t he following as autobiographical?

" I have once or twice been near to a mistaken marriage mysel f, but
I declined to take one atom less than my ideal for fear th at

afterward it might be my fate to meet wit h a man who was all I had
desired , and to see my mistake too lat e. Well, . I have been
pati ent, and waited. I am forty yea rs old; and my life is, as you see it,
empty. Not th at I am unable to take pleasure in much that comes,
and somet imes I can give help to others ; and th at is not only comfort ,
but joy . Sti ll, I am certa in of this : th at th ere is ab solutely no compen­
sat ion in life for a woman who misses love. There is work and the pleas­
ure that that brings, and th ere is much enjoyment in grat ifying th e in­
tellectual ta stes. Then , too, th ere is th at grand comfort which comes
from th e consciousness of power to endure . All th ese th ere are
which mak e life abundantly worth livin g; but compensa t ion for th e lack
of love, th ere is none. I have known it always , and I have been st ronger
for th e knowledge."

" My keenest temptation has been marriage. I had such a thirst for
th e fulness of life which can come only with marriage and parenthood
that, more th an once, I came near making a compromise, blindin g my
eyes and sto pping my ea rs to facts which sight and hearing declar ed to
be positi ve obsta cles to true marriage. I wonde red th en , as I wonder
st ill, if a positi ve mistake might not be in thi s case a more profitab le
thing in it s fruits th an a negative prudence. Sometimes I sha re the
opinion th at remorse is preferab le to regret, if by remorse one mean s
repentance for doing, and by regret sorrow for not doing. As ea rly yout h
slipp ed from me, and I began to look at th e possibi lity that I might not
marry, I was bewildered to think of what my future was to be. I th ou ght
of all th e unm arried women I knew, and something very st rong in me
rebelled at th e idea of joinin g th eir ran ks. But ye t t herewas a yet st ronger
rebellion against a marriage which did not fulfil th e conditions which
my nature and my conscience demand ed. Well, I have remained unmar­
ried; and, und er th ese circumst ances, I might be allowed some credit
for it

" I can und erst and, Milli cent, how your life has been sta rved for want
of th e highest good and joy that is given to men and women; but you
should th ank God th at you have stood firm , and acce pted no compro mise

It was a very beautiful and perfect order of crea tio n th at made
men and women for each other ; but th e low ideal of marriage, in th e
mind s of men chiefly, is at th e bottom of all the mischief and misery.
This is it that furni shes th e explana t ion of th e fact that th e superior
women, the grand women, th e women who should be th e moth er s of
genera t ions of grea t ones to come, do not marry; and from thi s source I
explain chiefly th e degeneracy of the race."
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" I s anything so good as love?
"Nothing so sweet, nothing so satisfying to th e human need.

But the divin e is in us, as well as the hu man ; and to obe y that is better
t han anything. Often what it teaches is the renunciation of love. Of
one thing I am certain: if we are not ab le to do without it , we are not
worthy to ha ve it ."

Mi ss M agruder did not beli eve in pity ing herself. " Of all th e con­
temptible traits that I know, t he sentiment of self-pity seems to me th e
wea kes t. Look at Byron. What eloqu ent volum es he wrote on th e sub­
ject of his own woes! H ow he called on god s and men to pity his sad case !
As if any one cou ld give pity to a man who so overwee ningly piti ed him­
self !"

" I call eve ry man and woma n hap py who is able to meet life st rongly ,
to accept their own personal sha re of th e sorrow of th e world , and t o bear
hardness withou t compla int. Any one who looks can see lot s ha rder than
his own, and a nob le heart will lea rn from th at sight th e cowardice of
complaining. For my part, I have found that th e grea tes t rebellion comes
from th ose whose unhappiness is negati ve,-those who complain that
happiness, which wit h th em mean s getting th e inten se emotional pleasures
out of life, is denied th em. I can spea k with authority as, for
yea rs, I had a hard st rugg le with that feelin g,-a thirst for joy, a need of
love, which, I told myself, was a beautiful thing, not to be suppressed, but
cheri shed. And this, I sti ll th ink, was true, provid ed I did not allow th at
feeling to be th e supreme moti ve of life For a while, I did
and lived in th e excited indulgence of th e dr eam th at I was to be blessed
and reward ed above othe r women . Wret ched yea rs th ose were, when all
my th ough t s were conce ntrated on 'the miserab le aim s that end with
self,' as my adored George Eliot says. I thin k she helped me out of that
slough of ego ism more than anyone."

Mi ss M agruder was too mu ch of an opt imist not t o be read y with a
positive an swer to th e qu estion , "\Vhat situation has not it s compensa­
tion s?"

" If we fail in eve rything else, we ma y succee d in what is th e highest,­
the makin g of a cha rac ter. It is st range th at peop le who fail in othe r
thin gs-in art, in lit era ture, in bu siness, in love- do not oftener take
comfort in that. It seems a beautiful thin g th at th e ve ry highest field of
grea t ness is attainable by all. And not only is a grea t character higher
than a grea t painter or writer or inventor, or an y of th ose thin gs, but I
even think th at it is rarer. I don 't mean simple goodnes s and ad mirable­
ness, more or less tain red with egoism ; but I mean th e very highest good­
ness, th e best of high thin kin g and high doing, which, if develop ed to
man ' s grea tes t possibility , mu st, it seems to me, be more thrilling and
impressive th an any genius which work s up on canv as or paper or elec­
t ricit y, or an y me re ma terial th ings."

"T hey were ta sting of joy unknown to yout h,- the knowledge that the
soul' s need is a more imp ortant thin g than th e heart's de sire."

" Do your duty, in the highest way that your soul perceives it, and help
the hard lives of others, and you will have a joy t hat not hing can t ak e
away from you."

"Surely, they are our greatest benefactors who give us thoug hts by
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which our sou ls grow and our hearts get courage. This is the very best
t hat hu man bein gs can do for eac h othe r better than love it­
self !"

Not unl ike George E liot, M iss Magrud er minimized t he import ance of
a legal bond of matrimony. "The love between us is th e only necessity
that I see, and the ring put on my finger with th e declar ation of th at love
wou ld be the only ceremony I should find esse nt ial."

" the mar riage cere mo ny is only a sma ll part of th e bond-
the mere outwa rd and visi ble sign of an inward an d spiritua l state. Lik e
the coro na t ion of a king, it on ly declares to th e world a fact which already
exist s. If the man were not a king already, the putting on of th e crown
cou ld not make him one. So, also, if th e bond and ag reeme nt between a
man and woma n have not const ituted a marriage, th e ceremony-be it
civil or religiou s-is powerless to do so, in an y sense beyond the legal
form, designed to opera te for the good of th e sta te, in th e legiti mizing
of children and th e inh eritance of property."

Thus, Struan and J enn y went to a mini st er merely "to seal the bond
which, by th e min gling in our hearts of th e pure esse nce of love, has ma de
us alread y in spirit man and wife."

And after thi s marriage had proved to be a disa ppointment , Struan and
Mill icen t met and fou nd in each ot her th eir ideal. They were confron ted
with a legal barri er; bu t, in acco rdance with Mi ss M agruder 's conception
of t rue marri age, "This hour has given yo u to me, Milli cent, in a sense
most real and preciou s,- a sense in wh ich you will be forever mine, and I
yours." T hey parted wit h thi s underst and ing. Surmises have been mad e
that Millicen t 's experience here was in real it y Mi ss M agruder's.

Our authoress felt no hesit ati on in declaring that "the world has moved
onwa rd " since T enn yson ' s day. We might qu estion, nevertheless,
whethe r th e world in genera l has "moved onwa rd" eve n today to the
point of acce pt ing her a rgument th at when a woman has contracted a
loveless marriage, one is ju stified in ca rry ing on a genuine love affair with
her at th e sa me tim e.

" Tennyson, in th e two Id ylls, ' Lancelot and Ela ine' and 'Guinevere,'
.ha s drawn a pict ure which, if it means anything in t he way of eth ica l
teachin g, means th at, in marriage, th e letter is eve ry th ing-t he sp irit
nothing ; th at th e form is th e esse nt ial pa rt, and the sent iment t he non­
essent ia l Granting th e va lue and obliga t ion of this bond, m ust
we conc ede it to be all, an d th e ot her nothing ? The legal bo nd,
yes-but th e mere legal bond, nol-and when T enn yson pu shes it to the
point of assuring , wit hout doubt or hesitation, that th is will be the one
which will preva il in the ete rn al hereafter , eve n his beautifu l poetry does
not save th e situa t ion from an element of th e rid icu lou s. Rem emb er th at
Arthur is speaking to a woman who, by his own admission, had neve r
loved him ., when, in takin g his last farewell of Guinevere, he
holds out to her this remot e, but glorious, poss ibility Does th e
mere fact of (Arthur's) chas t ity ove rba lance and outweigh th e proofs of
th e soul 's greatness whi ch Lan celot cont inua lly gives in his fealty to
Gu inevere? Lancelot's firm deni al to Elaine is only one more
proof of his loyalty to the Queen and to his highest self-indeed, legal or
illegal, it would be hard to find an example of a more unselfish, delicate
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and faithful lover. He wa s ' love- loya l to the least wish of the Queen,'
even when she dec reed that he shou ld leave her."

We must be careful not to misconstrue th is argument. M iss Magruder
was not ad vocating " companiona te marriage" or any other looseness in
marital tie s. M arriage to her, as we have sta ted , meant t he highest sta te
of spiritual un ion, whi ch she wished to emphasize as tran scend ing in im­
portan ce the mere legal form. She did not believe in rushin g into matri­
mony to give it a trial, and terminating it if it proved to be a failure. In
Struan, she advocated for a yo ung man th at he delay until his twenty­
eighth birthday, when his j udgment wou ld be more mature and the
chan ces of making a mistake would be lessened.

" T he thing of all othe rs in which it seems to me that th e t imes are out
of joint is in th e mista kes which men and women make on the qu esti on of
marriage ; and those mistak es spring ofte nes t, I believe, from th e fa ct t hat
ne it he r men nor women are so blessed, usua lly, as to have an ideal in the
opposite sex to live up t o. If it so be that boys and young girls crea te such
an idea l out of their own pure and beautiful ima ginations, contac t with
life is apt to disappoint and dest roy it. Wh y is this? One cause must be,
I th ink , that t he ideal of marri age- I spea k espec ially of men-is so low,
so selfish, so un spiritual. It is that which has kept this woman from
marryin g,-God bless her! H er life is maim ed and in comp lete, as eve ry
unmarried life is, whether man ' s or woman's, and I know t ha t in her heart
she feels it so; but it ha s th e compensat ion of tru t h to it s idea l, a ·far better
thing th an a make-shift marri age could give ."

P rogressive thin kers today argue t hat marriage should be preserved
onl y when love exis ts; th at ot herwise, it is imm oral. I n J ulia M agruder's
t ime, outs ide pressure forced many fami lies to hold toget her ; but now, we
ar e reachin g t he point where only famili es which are inh erently good, can
survive. Therefore, the argument is mad e, th e increase of div orces does
not indicate grea ter det erioration of th e famil y as an inst itut ion. The
utter an ce of suc h th ou ghts by Miss Magruder requ ired some courage .
Through one of her cha rac te rs in Struan she declared that d ivorce "doesn't
go agai nst my feeling of right as mu ch as mar riage without love does, I
don't care what anybody says !"

With suc h ind epend ent thinkin g in the Victorian era , no wonde r th at
Miss M agrud er , doubtless thinking of her self, had Millicent say, " I' m a
Bohemian to th ose who know me. I'm located by circum­
st an ces in society, but th ose who know me underst and th at it is not my
real element . Our element . iyours and min e, is t he world, is life,
whereve r it is honestl y expressed; and life in all places th at are act ing ,
growing, an d feeling, is about equa lly interesting".

Confident of the possibility of a perfect marriage, Mi ss M agruder in
" At Anchor " felt able to wr ite :-

" Look back aw hile to th e da y of our wedd ing, wh en we
t hought our love so per fect and comp lete . The untested ideal
life was ve ry weak beside the proved and realized one."

Such happiness, she believed , was conce iva ble for person s far ap art in
age. Quoting from Struan again, " She has her own ideas, sir ; and one
of them is th at true companionship and sympa thy are th e right basis of
marriage. She said she felt it not imposs ible that she might meet with
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these in a man much her junior in yea rs, but with a mind whi ch was the
likeness and equa l of her own, and th at, if she did, she would conside r the
accident of age a non-essential. She even pointed out to me th at th ose
marri ages which she had known und er such condit ions had turned out
uniform ly well. She thinks thi s is becau se th e women were chose n for
th eir mental and spiritual qu alities rather than th e physical ones which
are apt to regulate a man 's choice, th at th e real rather than th e apparent
settled th e thing."

Contrary to modern th ought, "T he quality of youth is pleasing to me,
as a ru le, only in children. Grown-up young folks possess it so much
more imp erfectl y ; and, at the same time, th ey lack th e st rong charm of
experience and maturity. Given an inexperienced, unthinking human
being, I certa inly prefer it in th e form of a child. "

In similar vein, " Innoce nce seems to us a beautiful thing, and so it is,
in an angel or a child, but knowledge and victo ry are better. . T o
me it would seem a lowering process for the human race to be turned
into angels."

Mi ss M agruder' s recognition of different bases gove rn ing th e conduct
of persons enabled her to believe in the necessity of und er standing th e
indi vidual delinquent, whose guilt cannot be est ablished on th e mere
fact that a specific offense was committed, but upon a knowledge of the
und erlyin g reason.

"You have had two selves,-an old self and a new self. H you had
done th at thing as t he person th at you are now, you would be degraded
by it , because you would be sinning against light. You did it in darkness
and ignorance . . You had not th en th e light which makes it sin.
H you were to do it now, a sin indeed it wou ld be."

Thus, she ha s preached th e principle of modern "case-work" in th e
treatment of "criminals." How man y offende rs aga inst society are we
punishing whose crimes were committed " in dar kness and ignorance" ?
H ow man y of this number can be educated to a consciou sness th at a
repetition of th eir crimes " would be sinning again st th e light?" We have
not tri ed to find out. The tim e is more th an ripe for securing th at answe r,
both for th e protection of society and for th e salva t ion of th e individu al
offende r.

Mollycoddling was not tolerated in the mind of Ju lia M agrud er, even
in the case of an aged moth er toward her son. "T he stro ng old woman

did not ofte n permit her kind heart to be over-lenient to th e
erring."

Here is a sermon for persons envious of youth. " I think th e young,
as a ru le, need rest far more th an th e old . The mind weari es one more
th an th e body, and genera lly th e mind s of th e young have mu ch to harass
and burden th em . Age, it has always seemed to me, is the real t ime of
hap piness. I t may be sad , perhaps, to leave th e keenness of yout h behind
one, but I thin k one gets something better in its place. I love to th ink
t hat in th e life beyond we shall take a fresh sta rt , equipped with all the
knowledge and experience th at we have gained in thi s, and, as some
maintain, be in a sta te in which we will have no use for th em I
do not und er-rate th at delight which belongs to 'the wild freshness of
morning;' but, looking ba ck on all the sta ges of life, as I do now, age seems
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to me the best, except for one thing the opp ortunities for our­
selves Opportunities of wise selection of choosing to
do right, instead of wrong, when th e right path is th e hard and painful
one and the wrong path easy and pleasant. These are th e opport unit ies
for one's self which set tle th e destinies of others,-which add to th e sto re
of light and strength in th e world, by which ot hers ma y see and endure.
In such opportunit ies as thi s, youth is richer than age, and its influence
is weighti er . People say, and say naturally, th at it is easy enough for
the old to be self-denying and pati en t, when life is behind them ; but when
t he young are willing to give up and able to endure, with life st ill ahead
of th em, th e influence is far more potent, both for the good of others and
for th eir own souls. These are th e only opportunit ies of youth th at I
could wish back aga in . There are some choices and dec isions
of my life which I would gladly undo if I could, but there are others
which sweeten old age, as they will sweeten ete rn ity , for me."

In stead of cast ing a halo round th e days of childhood and young woman ­
hood , she maintained th at " Yo uth is th e tim e of st rugg le."

Wi th this point of view in regard to th e hard shi ps of yout h, th ere may
be some surp rise at first t hat she arden tly defen ded orth Carolina aga inst
crit ics of t he Sta te's child labor sit ua t ion in th e cotton mills. Concord ,
No rth Carolin a, is in th e cente r of cot to n industries, so that Mi ss M agrud­
er felt quite confident of her facts . M arie Van Vorst , now Mrs. Gaetano
Cag iati, wrote a book denouncing th e child labor, and her story was given
considerable weight because Theodore Roosevelt wrote the preface.
Mi ss Magrud er was roused to reply. She accused Mi ss Van Vorst of
choosing isolated cases and using th em as typical of condit ions gene rally .
But she, in turn, exposed herself t o a similar cha rge.

Mi ss Magrud er argued th at she had been in cabins in Stanley Coun ty
and knew from her first -hand observation th at children were better situ­
ate d at wor k in cotton mills th an th ey were when at home . She declared ,
for example, that a frying pan was used for cooking all kind s of food.
St anl ey County cit izens were indi gnant. They pointed out that M iss
M agru der, too, had described isolated cases .

Cherished friend s of Miss M agru der disagreed with her attitude toward
child labor- about th e only tim e th at th ey eve r disagreed. This subject
was th e only current probl em, aside from that centering about th e status
of woman , which Mi ss Magruder attempted to debate in articles. Her
blunder unmi stak ably was in consequence of her topmost position in
th e ranks of society , which int er fered wit h any intimate int ermingling
generally with memb ers of th e sub-st ratum. H er ignorance of " t he ot her
half " naturally led her to suppose that the few whom she encounte red,
were necessarily like all th e ot hers of humble origin. Far from her thoughts
was the intention of perpetuating child-slave ry.

"When I see th e hum an race," she wrote in Struan , "such a vas t, un­
ending multitude-climbing the stee p hill of life, each bearing his load,
I should be sorry to walk in that throng unburdened. My shoulders ar e
strong; and I should rather wish to take th e load of th ose who are weak er,
and let them go free. That would be my choice, and a man who has what
he truly consider s the better part has no reason to complain."

No one can deny that Mi ss Magruder reasoned well in her defense of
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child lab or, in th e ab sence of more definite knowledge. One of her strong­
est art icles on th e sub ject , "The Chi ld-Labor Problem : Fact Vers us
Sentimentality", wa s published post-humously in th e North American
Review, October, 1907. " I can speak with the aut hority of over twen ty
year s' study of the questi on from a near point of view," Mi ss M agruder
emphasized at the outset .

I ncidentally , we might profit if we recognize such impressive sta te­
ments ab out ye ars of experience as signals for ext reme ca ut ion. D oes
anyone resort to calling attention to his right to speak as an authority,
unl ess he is conscious of some weakness in his armor ? Expertness shou ld
not need a cru tc h, symbol of inad equacy.

"The whole qu estion ," Mi ss Magruder offered as her main thesis,
"hinges on th e point of the alternative. If the child ren employe d in these
mills would, otherwise, be livin g in decent homes, going to school, ea t ing
sufficien t and wholesome food, get t ing some sort of moral, mental an d
manual training, th en, without qu estion , mill-work for ch ild ren deser ves
to be decried as a flagrant social ev il H ere, however , I am able
to declare, from long per sonal obse rva t ion, th at th e elevating and civ iliz­
ing influence of t he cot to n-mills, am ong th e poor whi te people of th e Sou th,
from whom th e mill-hand s a re dr awn , is not be be qu estioned by any fair­
mind ed and intelligent man or woman, wh o will take th e pa ins to sec ure
information, by persona l inspecti on, regar din g th e cond it ions exist ing
toda y."

"These indigent people on th e tract s of imp overi shed land s, whi ch
they work without t rainin g or intelligence, and with such poor results
that a mere subs istence in destitution is th e utmost th at th ey can get or
even exp ect , a re, wit hout th e factori es, too widely scattered to be within
reach of a schoo l of any kind At present, with th e ur gent de­
mand for skilled labor which prevails all over this region, the cold, com­
mercial argum ent th at educat ion qui cken s th e wits and st imula tes th e
facu lti es is enough to acco unt for th e fact th at schools are going up uni­
versa lly in the se factory set tle ments , and that eve ry inducement is being
offered by th e owners and man agers of mill s for the children to learn.

"Great lamen tat ion has been mad e over th e fact-lam entabl e, indeed,
as it is-that, am ong thi s low and inferior class of people, it so ofte n hap­
pens th at, where th e children are ea rn ing wa ges, the parents will not work.
In an swer to this, I sugges t that, in th e case of child ren possessed of such
parents, the freedom whi ch comes of th e opportunity to work and ga in
th eir own livin g is th e best th at can be hoped for, by th em , in th e wa y of
a chan ce to ente r into a larger and more self-respec t ing life.

"If the violent oppose rs of any sort of child-labo r in th e mills could see,
as I have seen, the tremend ous adv ance in th e minds, th e ph ysical hea lt h
and th e world ly possessions of the child ren to whom th e factori es have
given a chanc e in mental development, manual trainin g and mora l in­
struction-to say nothing of th e bodi ly ga in which is th e result of good
and sufficient food and clothing-they mu st per force accept the idea
that, to some extent, th e end has justified th e means. As to th e elde rs,
in several case s which have come within my observ ation, men who have
re ta ined their love for the freed om and open air of country life have re­
turned to th e farm, with enormously st imulated facu lties, which h ave
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been so developed by t he tr ainin g of th e mill that th ey have brought to
bea r on th eir count ry work a degree of intelligence and capacity which
has made of th em comparat ively , if not positi vely, successful farmers,
whereas, with out th e st imu lus and the industry, application and wit
that mill-wor k demands, th ese men would undoubtedly have gone from
bad to worse.

"No objec t ion seems to be mad e to th e father of th e famil y's working in
th e mill, while th e mother does th e housework and th e children go to
school. But, to make this feasible, th e famil y mu st live near th e mill; and,
when it is rememb ered th at th e influences which have made th e father an
indolent and un successful farme r have equally affected the mother, it is
too mu ch to expec t th at th ey will provide a healthy ha ppy home for th eir
children, or comprehend th e va lue of educat ion for th em. It is only after
a grea te r or lesser experience of th e st imulat ing and enlightening effects of
skilled labor, and th e rich fruit th at comes from it, th at th e parents of
th ese poor children advance so far as to help and direct their offsprings to
better things No one can possibly pretend th at th e work is
hard As a rule, the class from whi ch th e mill-hands in the South
are drawn is the very lowest . Booker Washin gton has demon­
strated, in his experience with th e negro race, th e grea t va lue of th e ac-
cumu lat ion of money as a civilizer "

I have quoted at lengt h some of her arguments ; because th ey are rep re­
sentative of her reasoning process in the one phase of economics which
enticed her to write a series of articles wholly unli ke her ot her cont ribu­
tions.

The point should be stressed th at Miss Magruder was opposed to child
labor when a better alte rna t ive existed. She was pleased with th e im­
provement in mill condit ions which public interest had compelled . Her
own argum ents were solely in th e spirit of fair play. She explained
cha rac te rist ically th at her ambit ion was to give th e unp opul ar side some
degree of representat ion. She pointed out that man y childre n were sup­
porting dependent s. Wh at would happ en , she aske d, if child-lab or were
banned? Char ity she bra nded as und esirable, in th e first place; and
second ly, welfare agencies would be swamped, according to figures alleg­
edly showing the extent of child-labor. Her final shot at opponents of
child labor was a cha llenge for a better solution than had so fa r been
offered.

In th e light of more modern knowledge, we might condemn Mis s
Magru der ' s views and meth ods of arriving at her conclusions; but we
mu st rememb er th at she was living when "cha rity" and child labor reform
were in th e groping, pioneer stage of development, involvin g agit ation
more th an actua l solut ions accepta ble today, and th at a technique for
cond uct ing social surveys was yet un known.

Agita t ion inevitably accomp anies discontent; and in Miss M agruder' s
era, disconten t exte nded beyond th e field of econo mics. Even in her life­
t ime, the world seemed to be cry ing for a Lindb ergh to lift it above t he
commonplace. " I think the world, in all its grea t cente rs, is getting ve ry
impatient of the commonp lace, and must have intrinsic cha rac ter of some
sort in those whom it t akes for its favorites."

T he ou tlook for an intellectu al woman of seve ral decades ago was, as
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expre ssed by a husband in one of Mi ss M agruder's books, to " stimulate
and support me in my best ambit ions and help me to th e real izati on of my
ideal of life."

A plea for th e intellectual and occupa t iona l emancipa t ion of woman was
voiced by M iss M agruder in The Thousandth W oman. T he following fur­
nishes a glimpse of woma n's sta tus as man y can recall.

"T he men were all more or less in publi c life, capa ble of and accustomed
to earnes t and intellectual tal k, and when it becam e ev ident th at eve ry
woman present could meet th em on that ground, and th at they were to be
relieved of th e burden of talking down to th e level of their neighbors of th e
gentle r sex, the presence of th e latter became a st imulus to wit, and at th e
same time a preven tion of any thing coarse or boisterous. These women

were on their mettle to do th eir best , and they made th emselves
delightf ul No t once did interest pall or conve rsa t ion flag, and
it was an immense tribute to th e women present when, as H ester rose to
leave th e men to th eir cigars and wine, a simulta neous plea came from all
th at th e ladies would not desert th em." She " made a brief but eloqu ent
reference to th e tri viality of women's lives in society, which she did not
deny, bu t palliate d on the groun d of th eir be ing resolutely cut off from the
more important and intellectu al pursuits which engaged the attention and
activit ies of th eir husbands." We might subs t it ute the name of J ulia
M agruder " herself as th e object-lesson illustrative of her th eory."

She further pressed her views on th e subjec t in va rious art icles. Mi ss
Eli zabeth Gib son, in fact , suggested " Wha t Quality of Woman Is M ost
Attracti ve to Men" as a subject for an article aga inst th e "clinging vine"
typ e which was syndicated by th e press.

Such art icles show the decided progress womanhood has made since th e
last century. No longer can man pose as learn ed when, in fact , he is
not- and "ge t away wit h it " wit h th e women folks. No longer must th e
ladies live va pid lives, subjected to man's feeling of supe riority and obliged
to suppress th eir own pote ntia l development toward grea tness of cha rac te r
gained by struggling for noble ends . More of us are ready to agree with
Mi ss Magrud er' s unqualified sta te ment , " Authority seems to me the last
and lowest appea l between man and wife. If my wish was not enough,
th ere is nothing more to be said."

As early, however, as th e turn ing of th e new centu ry, Mi ss M agruder
was conscious of a cha nge in woma n's sta tus which brought more of the
freedom th at she advocated . Harper's Bazar in Novembe r, 1900, pub­
lished " T he T ypi cal Woman of th e New South" . She pronoun ced "one
of th e prominent cha rac te rist ics of th e women of th e new South to be in­
du stry. It has long been an accepted conclu sion that Southern women of
th e higher class are indolent and lacking in energy" ; but she was not
willing to concede th at th ey had allowed th emselves to stagna te , in the
absence of broad, inte llectua l pu rsuits . She begged that we remember
th e exquisite specimens of needle-wor k handed down from th eir gra nd­
moth ers and that we consider all th ose tin y tu cks and delicate ruffles which
were made before th e invention of sewing-machines. She men tioned th e
beautiful embroidery , netting, darning, crotchet ing, and pat ch-work
quilts. Grandma's pickles and preserves, her cakes and pies, st ill whetted
th e appetite in memory. Painst akin g housewor k, th e cult iva t ion of flower
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ga rdens, and other ti me-consum ing tasks served usefull y in refutation of
the charge of idleness. Even when th ere were slaves, t he bu rdens were
heavy. These bond-ser vants, she wrote , usually "demanded an ext ra­
ordina ry degree of energy and indu stry, for to meet t he needs of a hundred
meri ; women, and children, who depend ed on th eir owne rs for eve ry thing
was, in itself, so great an exac tion th at it is no unus ua l thi ng to hear
former slave-owners say that th ey never knew wha t freedom was th em­
selves until th eir slaves were freed."

Bu t, exam ining the Sou the rn woma n at th e dawn of th e twentieth cen­
tury, J ulia Magruder witnessed more tha n ind ust rious living. She was
ab le to point out, not only teachers and trained nurses amo ng th em, but
stenographers and book-keepers, "and th ey go about their work with a
st ra ight-forward simp licity th at is admira ble." They no longer felt
ob liged to seek "shelte red" emp loyment, as had been th e lo t of Southern
women of good breeding, whose occupat ions had been explained as "bitter
necessity" following th e Civil War .

Women genera lly were beginning to reach out to a "w ider intellectu al
developmen t" . " In almost every sma ll tow n th ere are two or three book
clubs, which have t heir meet ings, in regular rotation, at th e houses of the
different memb ers." At first , th ey were sat isfied wit h novels; but soon
th ey craved more solid food for th ought, organizing Shakesperean classes
and conduct ing lively discuss ions relating to public affairs. Like "T he
T hou sandth Women" and her few int ellect ual friends, th e Sout hern
women eve rywhere won reputati ons as "grea t politi cians", th ough th eir
int erest at th at tim e was st rictly local.

Some of the cha rac te rist ics of t he new woman of the South sound ra ther
modern . "Now th at women have become self-support ing memb ers of
society, th ere is far less inclin ati on toward marriage, especially early
marri age, th an form erly, and thi s very fact ha s made her more easy of
access to men, as a comra de, th ough more difficult as a sweet hea rt" !
Opi nions were divided as to the desirabili ty of these cond it ions. Mi ss
M agrud er regretted th e " loss of th e delicate reserve, th e quaint propri et y,
th e exac t ing self-respect", but consoled herself wit h th e thought th at th e
"o ld-fas hioned" type had "served it s purpose and had it s day." The
" modern" girl was esta blishing cus toms which were more wholesome and
useful. She displayed "e nergy and achievement, in more public wa lks of
life" . She was " accused, and with some show of ju sti ce, of being entirely

. too off-ha nd in her manners wit h men , and , judged by conve nt iona l
standa rds, she is perhaps so The very freedo m and naturalness
of her bearin g give evide nce of th e un spoken fact that she has been brought
up to believe that a gentlema n and th e son of a' gentlema n will never mis­
construe a woma n's act ions."

At the same tim e, Mi ss M agruder did not fail to see a continuity wit h
th e past. "T he broadened and st rengthened act ivit ies of the Southern
wom an of the present are th e outco me of the habits and customs of her
ances to rs."

I nherited from th e past was some of the old pride, th ough to a " less
positive" degree. "It is when she compares herself with her No rt hern
sisters that it specially comes out ."

The Fundamentalist religion remained un shaken. " I t is a very rare
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t hing to see a Southern woman who is not, both in faith and in pra cti ce,
stri ctl y orthodox ." She could not toler at e " freedom of inquiry and
criticism" . All denomin ati ons could unite as one Christian unit in th e
face of atheism.

Summin g up her thesis, Mi ss M agrud er wrote, " T he Sou t hern woman
of today is an evo lut ion of th e past- an upward growth, a higher develop­
ment ; but as nothing is gained without some form of loss, it may be con­
ceded th at she has lost , perhaps, some of th e finer delicacy th at belonged
to th e lad y, th ough she has acq uired in it s place th e nobler, better, and
more serv iceable qu alities which make th e ideal of womanh ood.

"Above all, she has learned , or is fast learning, th at to grow is th e noblest
thing in life, while her ancestresses, in the pas t, too often acted on t he
th eory that they could do no better than what th eir moth er s and gran d­
moth ers had been before th em."

Julia Magrude r, in thi s last sentence, has writ ten a fitti ng epitaph for
herself- "to grow is th e noblest thing in life". She possessed th at virtue
in unu sual measur e; and with her " upwa rd growt h", she never lost that
"fin er delicacy" . She was a splendid exa mple of th e highly cult ure d
womanhood of South ern aristoc racy. T o her belonged an excep t iona l
heritage, bea uty and refinement , wisdom, a vivid persona lity which at­
tr acted a wealt h of va lued friendshi p; a cha rac ter which met the tes ts of
high ideals; a breadth of vision which broke th e boun ds of provincialism,
and rose above th e hatreds of war, and above unwholesome conven tional­
iti es; a lively appreciat ion for t he best in indi vidu al and community livin g;
a capacity for earning th e laurels of a distin guished literary career.

J ulia M agrud er was a daughter of Allan Bowie M agruder (born in
Port Royal, Virginia) and Sarah M . Gilli am (born at Hampton , Virginia);
granddaughter of Thom as M agruder and Elizabe th Bankh ead ; grea t­
granddaughter of George Fraser Magrud er and E leanor Bowie; grea t­
great-granddaughter of Willi am M agruder and Mary Fr aser; great-great­
grea t-g randda ughte r of Samuel M agrud er and Sar ah Beall; grea t-great­
great-great-granddaughter of Alexand er Magruder and Margaret Braith­
waite.
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A TRIBUTE TO CLAN GREGOR

J AM E S \ VI LLIAM MAGR UDER, M. D., OIlIO

Ne ither by nature, inclination, trainin g or edu cation am lone who
would yield myself to or encou rage an inordi nate family pride. The
philosophy and code of ethics by which I try to shape my ideals and live
my life would discourage any tendency toward an undu e affect ion for
my family or an unwarranted prid e in my race. I tell you thi s much
of myself in the beginni ng, th at my pur poses and motives in writ ing thi s
paper may not be misjudged or my utterances coun ted va in boasting
but rather an unpredjudiced estima te of th e characte rist ics and history
of our progenitors.

The old Gael ic saying, "H ills and strea ms and MacAlpin", would seem
to maint ain, beyond all question, t he antiqu ity of the family by inferring
th at it s origin was contemporary with th e form ati on of the hills and
st reams. So also th e ancient Celti c chro nicle of Clan M acArthur, which
says that t here is none older except the hills, th e streams, and Clan M ac­
Alpin or MacGregor. T here can be no doub t abou t it s antiquity for it
has always been admitted by all of th e Hi ghland clans as far back as
authent ic record or tradition reaches.

Skene says in his " H ighlanders of Scotl and " th at th e general app ella­
tion of " Soil Alpein" has been usually given to a number of clan s who
have hith erto been sup posed to possess a common descent and th at from
Kenneth M acAlpen, th e an cestor of a long line of Scottish kings. H e
also says that th e princi pal tribe was always admitted to be th at of Clan
Gregor.

" My race is royal" was th e proud motto of th e M acGregors, and th e
other Hi ghland clans have for centuries acquiesced in th e ju stice of the
motto. Skene, however, claims th at th e manuscript of 1450 disproves
thi s proud boast by showing that such an origin was altoge ther un known
at t ha t period. Hi s deductions may be correct but I can hardly conceive
of the Scottish Hi ghlanders sanct ioning such a boast of royal descent,
even when made by so formidable a clan as th e MacGregors, had th ey
not regard ed it as just and well found ed. However it matters little to
us as American s whether or not we sprung from a race of mon archs.
Kin gs, stripped of th eir power and hereditary privilege of ruling, are but
men afte r all and, alas too often, not models wort hy to be followed .
Princes have, more often, been moral and physical degenerates th an other­
wise. What should concern us more is whet her or not our ancesto rs were
wea klings and cowards or men of iron nerve, dauntless courage, unwaver­
ing honor and uncompromising ju sti ce.

Sir Walter Scott says of th e MacGregors, "T hey were famous for th eir
misfortunes and th e indomitable courage wit h which th ey maintain ed
th emselves as a clan." And well might he say thi s for I know of no other
famil y in history, sto ry or song which has been subjec ted to such perse­
cut ions, inhumani ties and unjust treatm ent as has ours of old.

With th e exception of the Clan M acDonald , th e M acGregors occupi ed
more considerable tracts of land than any ot her of th e tribes. These
possessions had been given to th em by kinsmen who were lords of th eir



•

•

PROCEEDINGS OF TWENTy-SECOND ANNUAL GATHERING 65

lands before charters were known , and when new claim ants came with
grants and titles from an oth er line of kin gs th ey could not be brought
to see th e value of th ese documents, but st rove to maintain th eir rights
at th e point of th e sword. Thus began a series of feud s and armed resis­
tance which lasted for centuries.

Their power and consequence excited t he envy and jealousy of some of
th e inferior chieftains in th eir vicini ty and th ey were mar ked as prey to
th e rapacity of th ese neighbors, who exer ted eve ry effort to rend er th e
M acGregors od ious to th e powerful who alone could attempt to cope
wit h t he fierce and independent spirit of th is clan . T hese unscru pul ous
and powerful neighbors usurped their lan ds by roya l grants, and ca rried
th e worst accoun ts to t he sovere ign of t he conduct of the oppressed clan
who in fighting for the ir own homes used violence to meet violence and
craft and had no opportunity given to th em to lead peaceful lives.

In 1426 th e summary chastisment which th e M acGregor s meted out
to a subord ina te clan of MacNab for th e insult s and out rages which th ey
had committed aga inst th em, being presented to th e king in a false and
aggravat ed form he issued letter s of fire and sword aga inst th e famil y.
From th at tim e on th ey were never shown th e slightes t leniency or con­
sideration, either by th eir sovere ign or t heir ene mies un til 1663. For
over two hundred yea rs they were a proscr ibed an d outlawe d race, de­
prived of th eir possessions, dr iven from their homes, forced to renou nce
th eir name and, oft tim es, hun ted like wild beasts. Un der such cons ta nt
persecution th eir courage and endurance increased instead of being crus hed
out and altogether th ey were th e most for midable of all th e Highland
clan s even afte r th ey had been st ripped of all t heir lands and property.

Through all of th eir hard ship s th ey remained loyal to th e king, even
if he did listen to th eir enemies and did permit and encourage th eir unjust
practices. Of this loyalty th ey gave an abundance of proof during th e
reign of Charles I, and also by th eir fidelit y to his descendants in th e
eighteenth cent ury.

The ill reports th eir ene mies gave out about th e M acGregors and th e
edict s th ey secured aga inst th e famil y held th em up to such uni versal
reproach th at with th e name was coupled such fright ful ideas th at not
only old women and children, but men of reputed courage and wisdo m,
trembl ed at its menti on. They no doubt did commit man y acts of vio­
lence and cruelty and, oft times, indulged in irregularities which we can­
not cond one but if imp artial accounts of t hese affairs can be relied upon,
in almost every instance th ey were simply ret aliations on th eir enemies
for similar or even worse treatment. Then too, man y depr edations com­
mitted by ot her lawless indi viduals and bands have been charged to the
MacGregors of whi ch th ey were wholly inn ocent.

The great wonder to me, as I review th e dir e opposit ion with which
they were met on every hand, is th at th ey did not wreak a yet more awful
vengeanc e on the enemies who fell into th eir hands.

The va lor and st rength of th ese hunted and per secuted mountain eers
was almost beyond belief for in almost every wa rlike encounter th ey
had th ey were forced to meet seve ra l tim es th eir own number and were
almost uni versally victo rious, leavin g man y more of th eir enemies among
the slain than of th eir own number.
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The history of th e clan is mar ked at every turn and in eve ry genera t ion
by th e most st riking instances of kindness, generosity and sympat hy
towa rd th e poor and opp ressed and some of th e most dire disasters which
befell th em were the result of th eir championing the cau se of th e weak
and helpless again st th e powerful.

A lVlacGregor's word was, almost without exception, taken as all the
sure ty that was needed, for honor has always bee n th eir domin ant t rait .

T here were no doub t individual M acGregors who were unworthy of
t he na me and who remain as sta ins on our famil y record s. But wha t
famil y ha s not some ske leton in its closet s, some blot upon its escutc heon ?

As I pond er ove r th e records of our family the th ough t keeps presenting
it self to my mind : Wh at a race of giants ours might have been had th ey
bu t been given a fair chance and been left in undi sturbed possess ion of
th eir lands to dwell in peace and har monious friendship with their neigh­
bour s instead of being constantly kept in unending st rife and warfare.
E ver ything tend ed to make th em vicious, fierce and cruel and ye t th ey
always reta ined a large share of th e noblest tr aits mankind can possess.

Whet her our race sprang from t he encumbent of a t hrone or not th ey
were nevertheless pri nces among men. They were fam ed for t heir va lor'
th eir endurance, their cha rity and their honor and if t hese are not th e
real insignia of royalty, t hen is royalty not to be des ired.

Never before or since has such a determined effort been mad e to cru sh
out and wholly exte rmina te a famil y and a nam e as was made against
thi s clan for ove r two centuries and yet today th ere are few families more
num erous or with a better showing of really nobler men and women in
every walk of life. If we are proud of our race and lineage we are justly
so and no one who is a t all conve rsant with th e history of Clan Gregor
can rightl y accuse us of havin g an inordinate and unwarranted family
prid e.

" Ho nored and blessed be th e eve rgreen pine" is my most earnest wish.
This sprig of pine has proven a most fitting emblem for our race since the
evergreen has eve r been th e symbol of immort a lity . We can truly hail,
as a proph et, th e old bard who sang, "MacGregor, despite th em, shall
flouri sh forever."

SCOTLAND'S BONNY LOCH LOMOND

(Clipping cont ributed by Mrs. George S. Rees, California.)

Twenty-five th ousand acres in the heart of Scotland's most historic and
beautiful country, on " t he bonny banks of Loch Lomond," a part of the
vast esta te of th e Duke of Montrose, were recently offered for sale at
public auct ion in Gla sgow. No offers were accepted.

The Montrose est ate in th e Southern Hi ghlands includes more than
115,000 acres, much of which frin ges Scotland's largest lake, Loch Lo­
mond. The land is being offered for sale as a means of protecting the
rest of the property from th e heavy tax which will be exa cted at the
Duke's death. The first offer to sell a part of th e estate was made by the
Du ke to the British Go vernment and rejected.



•

t

PROCE EDINGS OF T W EN T y -SECOND ANNUAL G ATH ERING 67

Included in the Montrose esta te is country rich in literary tradition:
Of th e thirty islands of Loch Lomond, the largest is In chmurrin, a deer
park belonging to the Duke. Another is In chlonaig " the I sle of Yews,"
which received its nam e from th e fact th a t Robert Bru ce once used it for
th e cult ivation of yews to prov ide arms for his bowmen. Aroun d In ver­
snaid, also a pa rt of the Montrose estate, is wha t is st ill known as th e
Rob Roy country. Eas t of Loch Lomond are th e hills ove r which Rob
Roy, a Highland freebooter of the seventeenth cen tury and th e hero of a
Sir Walter Scott novel, roamed and fough t . Caves in the hills near
In versnaid, one of which is suppose d to have been Rob Roy's prison, st ill
bear his name. The estate of t he Duke of Montrose was also used by
Wordsworth as the setting for his poem, " Hig hland Girl."

" LAN D OF ROB ROY"

(F rom T he W u kly Scotsman, October 10, 1931)

The serene beauty of Balqui hidder has char m for t he seeker afte r ro­
mance, and it provides it- aye in full measu re. It is, more th an any ot her,
th e land of th e famous Rob Roy, or Red Robert as he was called from th e
colour of his hair and his ruddy complexion. He was born abo ut 1660 at
In verlochlarig at th e end of Loch Doine, six and a half miles from Balqui ­
hidder. He was a good swordsman, of athletic bu ild, strong, wit h very
long arms, and fearless. Truly he was well fitt ed to be th e chief of Clan
MacGregor.

Rob Roy was a cattle dea ler by tr ade, an d in thi s he was so successful
that th e D uke of Montrose assisted him wit h money. At this time cattle­
stealing was th e favourite occupation of many of th e Highland ers and
Rob Roy had to protect his flocks from reivers from th e nor th. Fo r a
small sum of money, called " Blackmail," he also protected th e land s of
his neighbours. He claimed his du e from all and sund ry, a nd ofte n re­
sorted to violence to obtain it.

In addit ion to thi s were the clan feuds which th e M acGregors had with
th e Stewarts and th e MacLarens. Oft en did th e glens resound with the
ringing shouts of Highlanders, th e skirl of the pipes and th e noise of battle.

As we walk along in t he eveni ng by the shores of Loch Voil or up Glen­
buckie we seem to see before us scenes of thi s past history of Scotl and,
and we have nothing but admiration for Rob Roy, th e Scottish Robin
Hood, who was persecuted and hun ted by t he Government, and eve n had
a price of one th ousand pounds put upon his head, yet ever robb ed th e
rich to aid th e poor. For

"The eagle was lord above,
And Rob was lord below."

- WORDSWORT H.

And Rob died as he had lived, as tradition has it that, on his deathbed
in 1734, in his hou se at t he end of Loch Vail, when told th at an enemy
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wanted to see him, he asked for his plaid and his weapons, that no man
should see him unarmed.

In the graveyard of Balquihidder a stone slab surrounded by a simple
iron rail marks th e last resti ng place of Rob Roy and his family. But
memori es linger! "MacGregor despite th em shall flourish for ever."

Loch Voil, which lies west from Balquihidder, has an elusive charm
Loch Voil is unknown to most touri st s because of it s inaccessibility,

there being no through road past it. It is almost a case of "Full man y a
flower is born to blush unseen"

Wal king past Loch Voil a smaller loch is reached called Loch Doine.
A little further on is In verlochlarig, now one or two houses, one of which
is built on th e found ati ons of Rob Roy's birthplace

•
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A MAGRUDER BIBLE RECORD

Copied exactly as ente red in th e Family Bible of Ninian Magruder­
owned in turn by his second wife, James Lyons M agrud er, Vesalius Sea­
mour M agruder , Dr. J ames William Magrud er of Mechanic sburg, Ohio,
and Kenneth D ann M agrud er-are th e following items :-

Ninian Magruder Born 3rd Jul y 1772
and th is Companion

Grace Magruder Born 22nd Sept. 1779
And departed this life the 17th Novo, 1813 in pari s

Elizabeth Ma gruder whose maden name Lyons was
Born the 30th day of January 1797

Ninian Magrud er
and Gr ace Townsend

married Febr 5: 1795
By the Reverent T homas Read

Townseng Magruder
Born th e March the

18th . 1797

Richd Deekins Magruder
Born the 9th may

1799

Grace Ma gruder
Born th e 17 March

1802

Samuel Bruer Magruder
Born the 10th of oct . 1804
& Deceast. April 1822

Rebeck ah Magrude r
Born the 8t h of Feby, 1807

Charlot te Magruder
Born the 28t h of August 1809
& deceast 29 December 1810

Elizabet h Magrud er
Born the 5 Oct 1811

& deceased 15 Aug 1812

Mary Ann M agruder
Born 24 June 1813

Ninia n M agruder and
Elizabeth Lyons was

Joind in M atrimony the
10th day of Novbr 1814

By the Reverent T homas Lit tleton

Sarah ann Magrud er
Was Born December

the 26 1815



70 AMERICAN CLAN GREGOR SOCIETY

James Magruder
Was born August the

29th 1817

Caroline Ma gruder
Born 8th J anuary 1820

William Ma gruder
Born 7th Februa 1822

Elisar amanda Ma gruder
Born 19 March 1824

Thomas Jefferson Magruder
Was Born on the first

day of October
1826.

David Magruder
Born 31st J anuary 1829

Deceast 8th February 1829

John L Pullar,
Born J une 15th 1832

Bengaman F Puller
was borned June the 20 1834

Joeph C Puller
was bornd August

the 1. 1836

J. C. Pullar Joined
the M E Church
J anuary 1 1854

John L Pullar
J oined Church ME

in 1855

T J Ma grude r
United with the M. E. Church

Dec 5th. 1839

Philip Sanders Pullar
was born in Louden Co Va,

April 20th 1807 and
was marrie d to Mrs ,
Elizabeth Ma gruder

1831
By the Rev Step hen Whittlesey

James Lyons Ma gruder
Dide Nov. 7 1906

89 years of age,
vigerous in mind and
body until the last.

Ninian Ma grude r
Deceast J une the 13, 1830

Eliza Amanda Ma gruder
Deceast march the 30 1832
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Elizabeth Pull ar
Died Dec 9th 1868 in peace

Sermon by Rev R. B. Bennett
T ext Rev xiv 13- And I heard

a voice from Heaven &c

Sarah A Johnson
Died & Buried in Urbana

Ohio Feb 16 1890
74

Caroline M Lee
Died at Urbana Ohio

Nov 14 1895
75-10 mo 6 days

William Magrude r
Died at Lewisburg Kan

Dec 7th 1898

Thos Jefferson Magruder
Died in Marion oct 9- 1901

Townsend Magruder
Deceast march the 13-1831

Grace Mayne
was Buried at Kesauqua

Iowa

Rebecca Riddle
was Buried at Bellfountan

Ohio June 5 1883

Mary Ann Rutan
Died Belfontain

May 24 1900

The above ent ries reveal several inaccuracies in " Desce nda nts of M agru ­
der Revolutionary Soldiers Fro m Montgomery County, M aryland," by
Kenneth D ann M agruder in th e 1930 Yea r Book:-

3. Ninian Ma gruder's birth date was July 3d.
33. Grace Ma gruder was born on M arch 17th.
36. · Rebecca M agrud er was born in 1807 and died on J une 5th.
35. Charlotte M agruder was born in 1809 and died on Decemb er 29th.

The marri age dat e of Sar ah Elizabet h M agrud er (3101) was December
28, 1871. That of Dr. J ames Will iam M agruder (31021) was December
30, 1915.

Though First Lieutenant Samuel Brewer M agruder's second wife was
Eleanor Warren, according to th e marr iage record, M r. C. C. Magruder
is authority for the sta tement that her nam e should ha ve been spelled as
Waring. "T he Warren (sic) immi grant was Basil, but his descendants
have long since been Warin gs."
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- C A L EB CLARKE MAGR UD ER .

The children of Mary Keen McLaughlin (33332) and Henry R. Storer
are:-
333321. Bonnie Storer, born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, South America,

in 1907.
333322. G race E lena Storer born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, August 31,

1912; died in Buenos Aires, December 13, 1930.
333323. M argaret Storer born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 1916.
333324. Helen Sto rer born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 1919.

The daughter of Melle (Taylor) Th omas (33323) is:­
333231. Melita Thomas.

3313. Alvadus H. Ma yne, born in Keosauqu a, Iowa; died in San
Leandro, California ; marri ed September 17, Ja net With erspoon
Macdonald, born in Chicago, Illinois, December 12, 1858.

33132. Ma ry Mayne born in Cromwell, Iowa (not Omaha, Neb.),
August 29, 1882.

36233. J ohn Riddle Deemy marri ed Winifred Pomeroy.
362331. Mary Frances Deemy born in Troy, Pennsylvania, Augu st 8,

1931.

NOTES AND QUERIES

T he year of birth of the following Magruders is taken from " Index to
Chancery Depositions 1668-1715," Maryland Histori cal M agazine, Vol.
23, page 229:

Alexand er Ma gruder, born 1671.
Capt . Alexand er Magruder, son of Samu el, born 1705.
J eremiah Magruder, born 1731.
J ohn Magruder, born 1694.
J ohn M agruder, born 1710.
Na thaniel Ma gruder of Ninian, born 1720.
Ninian Mag ruder, Sr., born 1686.
Samuel Magrud er, 3rd, born 1707.
Capt . Samuel Magruder, born 1708.
Zachariah M agruder, born 1713.
" September 9, 1773. On Friday last (Sept. 3) died in his 18th yea r Mr.

John Magruder, son of Mr. Zadoc Ma gruder." M aryland Gazette
(Annap olis).
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CLAN NOTES

Our former Chi eftain, Caleb Clarke Magruder, was re-e1ected Governor
of the Society of Colonial Wars in the District of Columbia in December,
1930. I n February 1931 he addressed th e Society of Colonial Wars in
th e State of Maryland on "Maryland 's Participation in the Expedition
to Cartagena". In the following month, he addressed his own Society
on "Colonia l America in the West Indian Campaign, Sometimes Known
as the War of J enkin s' Ear" ; and in August addressed th e Society of
Coloni al Wars in the State of New Hampshire, in th e historic Wentworth
Hotel, New Ca stle, New Hampshire, where th e Russo-Japanese Treaty
of Peace was signed, on " New England in th e West I ndies" .

Our Chieftain, D r. Egbert Watson Magruder, was honored at the fall
meeting of the American Chemi cal Society in Buffalo, New York, For
th e fifth time he was elected cha irman of the professiona l division on
Fertili zer Chemistry, a position which places him on the Council of th e
Society. Dr. M agrud er , who is agronomist of the Farm Service Bureau
of F. S. Royst er Gu ano Company, Norfolk, has been a memb er of th e
Virginia Section of th e American Chemical Society since 1896. This
length of service is surpassed by only three of the more than two hundred
members now enro lled in the Virginia Section.

Maj or John Magrud er, United States army, Commandant at Virginia
Military Inst itute, Lexington, Va., was born at Woodstock, Va., June 3,
1887. Woodstock was also the birthplace of his fath er, Major John
William Magruder, who was a cadet at V. M. 1. before he entered the
Confederate army.

Du ring his cadetship, Maj or Magruder was prominent in t he corps.
He was a leader in a number of cadet organizations and pub licati ons, was
second captain his last year and won the first Ja ckson-Hope medal at his
graduati on in 1909, when he received the degree of bachelor of science in
civil engineering.

Major Ma grud er was commissioned as second lieutenant of infantry,
J anuary 10, 1910. I n 1911 he transferred to field artillery. He was pro­
moted to first lieutenant in 1916 and to capta in in 1917. It was mad e a
temporary maj or in 1918 and raised to th e rank of lieutenant-colonel in
the same year.

He was honorably discharged from his temporary grade June 30, 1920,
and July 1, 1920, he was appointed major, in which capacity he has served
until th e present time.

Major Magruder is on the general staff eligibility list; a distinguished
graduate of th e Comm and and General Staff School, 1926; graduate of
field artillery school, advanced course 1925; and a graduate of Army
War College, 1931.
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M ajor Magruder went to France in June, 1918, as adj utant of T wentieth
field art illery. H e became major and brigade adjuta nt, Fift h F. A. bri­
gade, Fifth Division, in the latter part of June.

He serve d at th e front in thi s capacity until October 25, when he was
appointed act ing chief of staff, Fourth Corp s art illery.

On November 6, 1918, he was assigned to duty in office of chief of
artillery, A. E. F., at Chaumont and remained th ere until his return to
t his count ry , in J uly 1919.

For four yea rs M ajor M agrud er served as ass ista nt military attache to
th e American legati on at Peking, China, and later for four ye ars as
military attache-N(wJ Leader [Richmond, Va.] February 18, 1932.

According to The Pathfin der, September 19, "General Butler is to th e
'Devil Dogs ' what Admiral Magrud er is to th e navy, i. e., a stormy petrel.
Both are fighters, and have demonstrated it tim e and tim e again

"Recently, on th e occasion of presenting the 50-year old comm andant
of th e marine base at Quantico, Va., with a plaqu e, Colonel Frederi ck M .
Wise (retired) remarked th at th e army had banished it s Mitchell and th e
navy had throttled it s M agruder • . ."

Thus generally are linked togeth er form er Brigadi er-General William
Mitchell, one-time assista nt chief of th e Arm y Air force, and Rear Ad­
miral Thomas Pi ckett M agrud er. T wo of a kind th ey are, indeed; for
M itc hell is a fearless M acGregor. Hi s grea t-great-gran dfather lived as a
hunted M acGregor in th e Hi ghlands, and Mitchell becam e th e famil y
na me as a protection. Sandy Mitchell, grandfather of th e brigadier­
genera l, came to the Uni ted States, where he became a financial power
by th e middl e of th e last century. Selfish interests t ried to und ermine
him ; but his neighbors rallied to th e support of their persecuted Mac­
Gregor friend and won th e day for him. When Rear Admiral M agrud er
had his back to t he wall, William Mitchell was an outspoke n cha mpion.
The way of th e M acGregor is hard ; but it is th e st ra ight and narrow path
founded upon prin ciples.

M rs. Clement William Sheriff, our Deputy Scribe, is historian for th e
District of Columbia chapte r of th e United States Daughters of 1812.
She unveiled a memorial tabl et to Franci s Scott Key, author of th e
"S ta r Spa ngled Bann er", at a service of th e D aughters of 1812 in th e
south crypt corridor, beneath th e nave aisles, in Washington Cathedral.
Mrs. Sheriff, who was cha irman of th e tablet committee; is a great­
grand niece of Colonel J ohn S. Skinn er, gove rnmen t agen t for exchange of
pr isoners during the War of 1812, on whose boat-Th( M inden-Key is
said to have writ te n our nati onal ant hem during th e bomb ardment of
Fort McHenry.

Fra ncis Scot t Key is known to Episcopa lians also for his hymns, one
of which-"Lord, With Glowing H eart I 'd Pr aise Thee" - was sung at
th e memori al service by our Clansman, John Francis M acGregor Bowie.
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The annual Gatherin g of t he descend ants of M alcolm M cGregor , who
immigrated to Wi sconsin from ncar Blai rgowrie, Perthshire, Scotl and, in
1855, wa s held a t Waterloo, Wisconsin, J une 21, 1931.

Mi ss Hel en Wolfe, active Deputy Chieftain for th e Distri ct of Columbia,
is Regent of th e M agruder Ch apter, Daughters of th e American Revolu­
tion.

Our efficient Scribe, Kenn eth Dann M agrud er and his mother, Mrs.
M ar y Estelle (D ann ) M agruder, were adm itted in January to memb er­
ship in th e Societ y of M ayflower Descend ants for th e Di stri ct of Col­
umbia, both being descend ed from Fr an cis Cooke and Steph en Hopkins
of th e M ayflower.

"Announ cement th at th e Capper prize of $5,000, togeth er with the
gold medal whi ch accompan ies it , has been awa rded to G ray Silver of
Martinsburg, calls renewed attent ion to t he fact th at th e Ber keley county
agri culturist is one of West Virginia's most distin guished citi zens. The
award, provided an nually by Senat or Arthur Cap per, of Kan sas, pub­
lisher of farm papers, is given to th e indi vidu al who has rend ered out­
standing serv ice to United States agriculture within th e yea r.

Cong ratulat ions are du e Mrs. Edna Sarah (Muncaster) Vest of Was h­
ington, D. c., for the birth of a son, George Bern ley Vest, jr., in J uly,
1931.

Our loya l Deputy Chi eftain for Argentina, South America, Mrs.
William Field, wrote recently in a let ter, "When I was in Scotla nd two
yea rs ago, I bought such beautifu l M acGregor sas hes and brooches for
my four nieces, for eve ry yea r here th ere are th e two famou s social fun c­
tions, Senior and Ju nior Caledoni an balls. There is a large Scotch colony
in thi s republic and th ey are very patrioti c, so th e ticket s for th ese balls
are greatly sought afte r. Our girls go, and thi s yea r Marga ret aged 15
and Helen 12 attend ed wearin g white crepe Geo rge t te frocks with a large
bow of th e tartan on th eir shoulde rs with long ends hanging. They looked
very pretty. P roud Auntie!!" These nieces are daughters of Mrs.
Henry R. Storer .

Mr. and M rs. Sto rer celebrate d on Su nday, Decemb er 7, 1930, th eir
Silver Wedding Anniversary. We regret th at five days lat er they suffered
th e loss of t heir second daughter, Grace Elena, described as one of th e
" best belove d young peop le" belonging to th e American church, where her
grandfat her, th e late Willi am Patterson M cLaughlin , was pa stor for many
yea rs. At t he funeral serv ice, her " t houg htfulness for othe rs" was noted
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as a cha rac te rist ic trait. "Gra ce knew th at the Christian life was a life of
glad ness, and she carried that spirit with her wherever she went."

Mrs. William Field, whose home is in Buenos Aires, "wo uld be pleased
to do anyt hing in my power in helping to make th e

stay pleasa nt while in our city of any visit ing M acGregors or Magrud ers."

H erbert Tutwiler, our Deputy Chieft ain for Alaba ma, ha s a son and
daughter who are bringing honor to th eir parents. Whil e attending the
Hill School at Pottstown, Penn sylvania, from which he gradua ted last
J une, Herb ert Tutwiler, J r., engaged in football and track. As a t rack
sta r, he esta blished a new world's scholas t ic indoor record for 45-yard
hurdles. In Septembe r, he matriculated at Princeton University.

M argaret Tutwiler has returned home after a yea r abroad. In Pari s,
she had at tended th e finishing school of Princess Mestchersky. From the
Sorbonne, which she also had attended, she received last June a dipl oma
in "Civilisatio n Francaise" . Upon completion of thi s work, Mi ss Tut­
wiler accompa nied the princess for a visit with th e latter ' s siste r in Fr ank­
fort -on-th e-M ain . Following a tour with friend s, Miss Tutwiler returned
to F rankfort and resumed her studies in German, at th e same t ime en­
joyin g th e home life and social life of th e residents th ere. She reports th at
th ese people live delightfully, though they talk pove rty conti nually.

Thoma s M agruder Wade, 3rd, son of our Deputy Chieft ain for Louis­
ian a, was awarded his diploma on th e 21st of M ay at th e J oseph Moore
Da vid son Hi gh School, St. Joseph , Louisiana. In a class of eight , he was
va ledictorian, his subject being "T he Hundred Point Ma n." H e now
atten ds th e Army and Navy school of th e M arion, Alabama, Military
In st itute, prepar atory to ente ring th e United Stat es Military Academy
at West Point.

M rs. Ri chard Brooke M agrud er of Clats kani e, Oregon, widow of our
late Depu ty Chi eft ain, is pres ident of th e Oregon Sta te Ch apter of th e
P. E. O. Siste rhood.

Thomas Henr y MacGregor of Shreveport, Louisiana , is jud ge of th e
Circuit Court of App eals.

Dr. and Mrs. J . W. Quilli an are now in Augusta, Ga ., where he is pastor
of St. James' Methodist Episcopal Church, North Georgia Conference.

E lliot t Hawes Dejarnette, Esq., recently purchased "Wa lnut Hill s",
form erly the esta te of Gove rno r Kemper near Orange, Virginia, and is
having th e handsome old home restored.
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Mrs. Evalina Norri s (M agrud er ) Lummis with her husband, Captain
Irwin Lummis, and two children visited her parents, Dr. and Mrs. George
Mas on Ma grud er of Shadwell, Virginia, whi le en route to Fort Benning,
Geor gia, to whose I nfant ry School Captain Lummis has been ordered.

Lieutenant Carter Bowie M agruder, son of Dr. an d Mrs. George Mason
Ma gruder, has been orde red from For t Sill, Oklahoma, to Purdu e Uni­
versity, Indian a, for th e completion of his stud ies for th e degree of M aster
of Science in En gineering. .

Lieutenant-Commander John H olmes M agrud er has been promoted
to th e ran k of Command er; and on July I, 1931, he became Naval Attache
at The Hague in The Ne t herla nds.

Leroy Stafford Boyd of Arlin gton , Virginia, for ye ars has won admira­
tion for his efficiency as libr arian of th e I nt erstate Comm erce Commi ssion.

T o Mrs. Elizabe th H arr ison (Martin) Snively, durin g past yea rs
Deputy Chieft ain for th e State of Washington, th e Clan's sympathy is
exten ded. On November 17, 1930 occurred th e death of her distin guished
husband, Henry J . Snively.

Born in Virginia , August 17, 1856, Mr. Snively marri ed in 1881 Mi ss
M artin , daughter of a lumb erm an of Grafton, West Virginia, and grea t­
great-granddaughter of Major Samuel Wade M agrud er. She had been
born in Virginia in 1858, and had gradua ted from Pittsburgh Female
College.

Five yea rs after marri age, Mr. Snively appeared in Yakima, and was
promptly elected distri ct attorney for Yakim a and Benton counties . In
1888, he was re-elected and was appointed by Govern or Semple to as­
semble a code of laws for th e territory. Hi s findin gs were revised later
and are known as th e Hill code. In 1890, he was defeated as Democrati c
candidate for attorney general, but in th e following year was elected to
the state legislature. I n 1892, he was a delegate to th e Na t iona l Demo­
cratic Convention in Chicago and seconded th e nomin ation of Gr over
Cleveland for president. That same yea r, Mr. Snively was defeated as
candidate for Governor of Washington. Govern or Rogers in 1897 ap­
pointed him to the State Board of Control.

Mr. Snively was affiliated with vari ous business ente rprises, one being
th e Kenn ewick Flour Mill s; but as "a grea t lawyer" , "a gent leman" , and
a man whose ability fitt ed him for nati onal promin ence in governmenta l
affairs, he was eulogized at a memorial service held in a Yakima court
room by th e bar associati on.

Three children surviving Mr. Snively are Mrs. Edmond S. West and
Mrs. A. F. Campbell of Yakima, and Henry J. Snively, jr., of Richl and.
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Our sympathy is extended to Mrs. E lizabeth Olivia (Wolfe) Kollock
of Warr enton, Virginia, whose midshipman son, Frederick Nash Kollock,
jr., born in Seattle, Washington , J anu ary 26, 1909, died at th e Naval
Hospital, Ann ap olis, M aryland , December 4, 1930. He was one of th e
ran king st udent s of th e first , or senior, class at th e U. S. Naval Academy,
which he had ente red by appointment of Congressman J acob Stein afte r
t aking a compet it ive exa mination. Young Kollock was a popular mem­
ber of his class, and was a member of t he varsity crew squad. He was
bu ried in the Nava l Academy Cemetery with full milit ary honors, th e
entire First Class attendin g and a det achm ent of marin es and th e Academy
band forming th e official escort. In years past, he had travelled exten­
sively with his parents in Europe, Africa, and Austra lia.

J . T . W. Flint of Flint-M orr issy Company, merchan dise brokers,
Charleston, South Carolina, our splendid Deputy Chieftain for that
Sta te, reported th e loss of his wife on J une 28t h. We can read ily appre­
ciate th e feelings of Mr. Flint, who wrote of his wife as "my companion
for near ly 49 years and while her sickness was prolonged and we hoped
against hope for her recovery yet the death has been staggering to us all
for it was sudden I t is a hard blow to me; it is the first break in
our immediat e family. I met Mrs. Flint in Charleston while she was on a
visit from her native cit y of Newark, N. J., and married her in Newark,
I was born and raised in Charleston, so it was an ab solute union of th e
North and South."

Mrs. Marguerite Ma grud er (Flint) Woodberr y, a daughter of our
South Carolina Deputy Chieftain, now lives at Fort Bliss, El Paso, T exas,
where her husband is maj or in th e army.

The sympathy of the Clan is extended to M iss J ane Beall Magruder
of Beltsville, Maryland, on the death of her brother, Edward M., Septem­
ber 21, 1931, eldest son of the late Fielder M . and Mary Ann Magruder.
He was buried on t he 23rd., in St. John's Cemetery , Beltsville.

Our sympathy goes to Miss Florence Eleanor Smith of Washington,
D . c., member of our Counci l, whose mother was buried on J une 8t h in
Denver, Colorado.
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