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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GATHERING OF 1923

T HURSDAY, NOvEMBER 8TH.

3 P. M.-Regular Session.

SOCIETY CALLED TO ORD ER by th e Chi eftain, Dr. Ed ward
May Magruder.

INVOCATIO N by Chaplain, Rev. J as. M. Magruder, D. ~.

MU SI C-"Blest be the Ti e," by Chorus.

R E PORT of Scribe , J . B. F errie yh ou gh .

R E GI STRAR being abse nt th ere wa s no Report.

R EPORT of H istori an, Miss Mari e Therese Hilt.

SONG-"Fo ur Leaf Clover," by Geneva P owell and H elen DeMott,
Violin Acco mpa nist.

R E PORT of T reasure r, J ohn E. Mun caster.
R E PORT of E dito r, Egbert W. Magruder.
P APER-"William W. Hill ," by Miss Ma ry T. Hilt.

P A P ER- "An Old Land Grant From th e State of Georgia, " by
Rob ert L ee Magruder, Jr., read by C. C. Magruder , Jr.

MUSI C-"Mazurka" (Saint Sae ns) by Marjori e Firor,
A DJ OURN ME NT.

8 P. M.- Reglliar Session.

S OCIETY CALLED TO ORD ER by th e Chif etain.
MUSIC- "Hail to th e Chi ef," as Officers enter th e Hall prece ded by

Bear ers of th e America n F lag and Serv ice F lag .

SOCIET Y CALL ED TO ORD ER by th e Chieftain.
I NVOCATIO N by the Chaplain.

MU SIC- "My H eart is in the Hi ghl and," Chorus.

P AP ER- "Tribut e to th e Lat e Caleb Clark e Magruder , Ranking
D eput y Chi eftain ," by J . M. Magruder, D. D.

MUSIC-"My Ain Countree," Chorus.
A D DRESS-"T he American D escend ants of the Clan Gregor," A n

nual Add ress of th e Chieft ain, Dr. E dwa rd M. Magruder .
PAP ER- "C ent ennial O de," Chapter Seco nd, by J . B. Nicklin, Jr.,

read by J . B. Ferneyhoug h.

SONG-"Annie Laurie," by Clare Sessford.

E LECT ION O F O FFICERS.
ADJOURNM E NT.

GE N ERAL R ECEPTION.

•
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FRIDAY, NOvEMBE;R 9TH.

3 P. M.-Regular Session.

7

SO CIETY CALLED TO OR DER by th e Chif etain .

MUSIC-"Loc h L omond, " Mildred Koo ns .

P APER-"How to H on or Our Clan," by Julian Magruder, read by
Mr s. W . P . Brooks.

PAPER-"The Clan Gregor," by Gray Silver, read by J . B. Ferney-
hough .

MUS IC-"Coming T hro ug h the Rye," Ri chard Yo ung.

U NFI NISHED BUSINESS.
MUS IC-"The Mo untain Stream," Lo uise Turner.

A DJOURNMENT.

8 P. M.-Regular Session.

SOC IETY CAL L ED T O ORDER by the Newly Ele ted D eputy
Chi eft ain, Mr. C. C. Mag ruder, Jr.

PAPER-"A Boy Soldier of the Civil War 1861-65," Chapter T hree,
Conclu sion, by H. E. Mag ruder, read by Dr. E . M. Magruder.

MUS IC-"B lue Be lls of Scotland," by the Chorus.
D ANC E- "Highl al1d F ling," by Yo lande Gantt.

PAPER-"Anchov ie H ills," by Rev. Jam es M. Magru der , D . D.
PAPER-"Magruder M. D.'s," by Mrs . W . E. Wa ters, read by Miss

J essie Muncas ter.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF APPOINT IVE OFFI CERS AN D SPE
CI AL COMM ITTEES.

SONG-"MacGregor's Gat her ing," J . F. M. Bowie, Accompa nist,
Mr. G. H . Wilson.

SONG-"The Sere nade ," Mrs. J. F. M. Bowie, Miss Ric hie McL ean ,
Mr. J . F . M. Bowie, Mr. Fred East, Mr. W ilson, Accompa nist.

SONG-"Long, Long Ago," Mrs . Bow ie, Mr . Wi lson, Acco mpa nis t.
SONG-"Then Yo u' ll Rem ember Me," Mr . Bow ie, Mr . W ilson,

Acco mpa nist.
SONG-"Li tt le Brow n Bear," Miss McLca n, Mr. Wilson, Accom

panist .
"Selections from Victo r H erb ert's Serenade," Mr. East, Mr. Wil-

son, Acco mpa nist.

R E SOLU T IO NS.
ADJ OU RN ME NT.
R ECEPTION.
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SYNOPSIS OF THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL
GATHERING OF THE AMERICAN OLAN

GREGOR SOCIETY, NOVEMBER 8TH
AND 9TH, 1923.

The Fourteent h Annual Gathering of th e American Clan Gr egor
So ciety met in th e Ne w Ebbitt H ot el, Washington, D . C., Novemb er
8th and 9th, 1923.

The Society was ca lled to order by th e Chieftain, Dr. E . M. Ma
g rude r, a t 3 P. M. on N ove m ber 8th and the pro ceedings were ca r
ri ed out essentially as given o n pag es 6 and 7. The H istorian , Miss
M. T. Hi ll, report ed the following death s:

Mr . Caleb Clarke Mag ruder, Rank ing Deputy Chieftain.
Mr s. Isabella MacGregor Dorsett.
At th e eve ning session of the 8th, th e officer s wer e elected as g iven

on pag e 3. At th e afte rnoon session of November 9th, Mr. J. E.
Munca st er .and Dr. E. W. Magruder wer e appointed by th e Ch ieftain
to escort th e new ly elected Ranking D eputy Chieft ain, Mr. C. C.
Magruder, J r. , to th e sta nd. H e was presented to th e Socie ty by th e
Ch ieftain and proposed th at a t th e ga the ri ng of 1924 th e Socie ty
m ake a pilgrimage to o ne of th e old Mar yland Churches at w hich
time a tablet wo uld be unv eiled. This pr op osal met wit h uni ver sal
approval. A t th e evening session on N ovember 9th, th e Chi eft ain
announced th e Appointive Councilm en as give n on pa ge 3 and th e
D eputy Chieft ain s as g iven on pag e 4 and the Sp ecial Committees
as give n on page 5. On motion of Dr . E. W . Ma gruder, a vote of
t hanks wa s ex te nde d th e Man agem ent of th e Hotel Ebbitt for th e
courtesies and hospit ali ty ex te nde d during th e Gathering. A vote of
thanks was also gi ven th e Committee on Mu sic and all other Com
mittees for the excellent work in making the Gathering suc h a success .

Ad jo urnme nt.

OFFICIAL SPRIG OF PINE.

The Official Sprig of Pine worn at the 1923 Gatheri ng of American
Clan Gr egor Society was cut at "Creignight," property devised to his
daught er, Elizabeth, by Alexander Magr uder, immigrant, in 1677, and was
furni shed by Caleb C. Magruder, J r.
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REPORT OF TREASURER, A. C. G. S. NOV. 9, 1923.

9

Ann ua l eve nts , like dai ly eve nts, becom e usuall y rath er mon ot o
nou s, and the tendency of th e present day is to ge t along witho u t
m on ot ony, so annua l eve nts a re being abo lis he d except for adve r tis 
in g purp oses. Wi th this fact in view th e t r easu rer th inks it a good
plan to app ly to the annua l re po r t, and ge t a long w ithout it. H ow
ever , as th e order has not ye t been adop te d, it is s t ill incumb ent on
him to mak e one.

Some of yo u live on farms, I do not know exactly how many, bu t
you wh o do, kn ow how difficul t it is to an y farm er to ge t out his
book s, look up the pencil Luella had last night wo rking them es for
t he high sc hoo l, get the pen from beh ind the clock, th e ink fr om
th e top of t he bureau upsta irs, add a little wa te r so th er e wi lJ be
eno ug h to dip the pen in, look up so me good, clea n wrapping pa per
that ca me aro und yes terday's br ead , se tt le down at a tab le and op en
up his book and star t in . In abou t t en m inutes, here comes Sa m.
"Say, boss , t ha t o ld wago n whee l's don e br ok e down." W e have
no blacksm iths now, th ey are all ga rage m echanics, so out he goes
and arran ge s some way to keep a team go ing. A nothe r te n minut es,
a voice fr om th e othe r room , "Say old m an, t he water 's a ll go ne. "
H e ge ts out and sta r ts up t he engine, and back again . In co urse of a
day or so he ge ts ove r the wo rk, adds up his figures nin et y tim es
un til they balan ce and is ready. O f late years th e far me r has been
ge t t ing lot s of sy m pa thy wi t h his hard lot, and the powe rs tha t be
have arranged so that he ca n borrow alJ the mon ey he w ants to ,
w he t her h e ca n eve r pay it ba ck or not. So me of th em work the
never-pay racket to deat h and a few of our me mbe rs see m to be
lon g to thi s class, th ou gh once in a w hile o ne gives a spas m of heart
fai lure by se ndi ng in a che ck for dues for five or s ix years back. A
rou gh estm ate of amo unts of du es in arr ear s from 1918 are as fol
lows : 1918, $50.00, 1919, $90.00, 1920, $120.00, 1921, $140.00, 1922,
$195.00, amounting to $590.00 in all. Of co urse if a lJ th ese m em be rs
w ere to pay up a t one tim e w e w ou ld be on eas y s tree t. O ur assist 
an t treasurer, who is now a full -fledged sc hoo lmarm with a flock of
about thir ty-five yo ungs ters in her char ge, spe nt about a m on th last
su mme r in ge tt ing so me cas h in and her co llec tio ns resulted as fol
lows:

R eceipt s from ga ther ing of 1922 to Gat he ring of 1923.

From du es of 1917 $ 3.00
1918................................................................. 10.00
1919................................................................. 15.00
1920................................................................. 27.00
1921................................................................. 57.00
1922................................................................. 228.00
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1923 .
1924 .
1925 .
1926 .

Total receipts from du es ..
From sale of year book s ..
Balance, Nov. 9, 1922 ..

23.00
3.00
2.00
1.00

$369.00
3.00

226.13

$598.13
Expenditures

For pr inting Year Book of 1921... $237.50
For engraving Year Book of 1921............................ 50.98
F or Gathering of 1922, tuning pia no........................ 4.00
For Gat herin g of 1922, pro grams.............................. 7.50
For Gat herin g of 1922, posta ge of Chieftain.......... 3.00
For Gathering of 1923, pro gram s.............................. 10.17
For Gatherin g of 1923, posta ge of Scribe............ 30.26
For Gat hering of 1923, postage of T rea surer........ 7.00
F or Stationery.................................................................... 10.00
F or engraving Year Book of 1922, (in press)........ 47.18 407.89

Balance Novemb er 8, 1923 $190.24

From thi s balance the Year Book of 1922, whi ch th e E dito r ha s been
getting off th e pre ss every day since September mu st be paid .

Members should alw ays rememb er th at every dollar that is paid in
afte r a bill has been sent amounts to onl y ninety five cents , as Uncle
Sam charges full tw o cents on both bill and receipt, and sta t ionery
has not gone down an y.

J OH N E. M U NC A sttR, Tr easurer.



•

P ROCEEDI NGS OF FOURTEENTH AN NUAl, GATH ERING 11

ANNUAL A DDRESS .

I. TH E ORIGIN OF THE C LAN GREGOR;

II. THl~ ORIGIN AN D NOl\IENCLATUR)~ OF S I\PTS:

III. T H E ORIGIN OF T H E MAGRUDER F AMILY OR S EPT;

IV. T U E AMERICAN D ESCE NDAN TS OF THE CLA N GREGOR.

PART II.

B y DR. E DWARD MAY MAGRUDER, Cl:iefta ill. 1923.

My Clansmen :

At the Gathe r ing of 1922 I read a Pa per entitled, "THE PROSCRI P 
TIO N AND R E STORATIO N OF A NAME."

This yea r I propose to deal with th e remainder o f th e story o f our
people under four headings, to wit :

I. THE ORIGIN OF THE Cr,AN GREGOR; II. T HE ORIGI N AND NOMEN
CI,ATURE OF SEPTS ; III. THE ORIGI N OF THE MAGRUDER FAMII,Y ; IV.
T HE AMERICAN DESCENDANTS OF THE CLAN GREGOR.

I. T HE ORIGIN OF THE CLAN GREGOR.

(See Year Books 1909-10, 1911-12, 1922.)

A ll wri te rs upon the subject of The Clan Greg or are agreed that it is
of Celt ic or Gaelic Sco tch or igin and is one of the oldest and largest
Clans o f Scot land. But opinion as to it s exact origi n is divided, thus :-

1. 'T he 1II0st COIllIllO II and botndar belief is that it was founded by Grego r,
th e yo ungest son of A lpin MacAchaia, king of the Sco ts of No rth
Britain (Scotla nd) , whose anc estor s cam e, in 503 (Browne) or 506
( Rober tson) , from th e nor th o f Ireland, then called Scotia , and sett led
on th e west coast of Nor th Brita in in A rg yleshire. A lpin reigned
fr om 833 till 836 and fe ll in battle in Ay rshire, in th e south-weste rn
porti on of Sco tland (See "The Baronage of Sco tland" by Sir Robert
Douglas, an d "R ob Roy" by Scott) .

Mi llar says Alpi n fe ll near Dundee and Smeaton says he was slain
at Abernathy by the Picts and that Gr ioga r or Greg or, his son, was
car r ied away and reared among the Picts.

2. The latest v iew is th at th e fo under was Gir ig, Grig, or "Gregory The
Grea t," son of Dun gail and kin g of the unit ed Sco ts and P ict s of No rth
Britain. T he diff er ent historians that I have consulted present th e fo l
lowing views of "Gregory the Gre at" :

Miss Murray MacGreq or, Grea t Aunt of th e pr esent Chief, in "H is
tory of the Clan Gregor ", says th at the founder of T he Clan Gregor
wa s Giri g , Gri g, or "Gregor y The Great. "
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Sir Rober t Do uglas, in "The Baronage of Scotland," states that "A ll
histori ans ag ree that 'Gregory The Grea t' died without issue."

Skene in "Ce ltic Scotland," speaks of "Gregory The Grea t" as an
intruder and as a Br iton not a Scot.

James A. Robertson, ill "Robertso n's H istorical P roofs on the High
landers," asser ts that "Gregory T he Great" was a "Usurper" and that
he reigned jointly with Eocha fr om 878 to 889-11 years.

Jallies Browne, in "History Of The Hi ghland Clans," declares that
"Gregory T he Great" was a "rebel, a usurper , a worthless chief, and
an artful chieftain, who was Maormor (ch ief) of the country lying
between the rivers Spey and Dee in the nor theast corner of North
Bri tain; tha t he raised the standard of insurrec tion against king Aodh
( H ugh); that , after the death of the latt er f rom wounds in batt le,
he assumed the crown and associated with himsel f, in order to secure
his wrongful possession, Eocha, grandson of king Kenneth MacAlpin
by a daug hter, who had mar ried Ku or Run, the British king of Stra th
clyde," which is situated to the south of the rive r Clyde, and tha t after
a joint reign of 11 years, from 882 to 893, these two kings were com
pelled to abdica te.

It seems pretty plain then from th e above that the founde r of the
Clan Gregor was Gregor, third son of A lpin, king of the Scots, and
not Gregory the Great.

Bard or Harper.

Bard or Harper was an import ant personage in a Clan and the position
was gene rally held by one of the younge r sons of the Chief whose duties
were:

1. T o keep the genealogical record s of the Clan, genera lly in the
memory.

2. T o precede th e armies in battl e and incite the warriors to deeds of
valor.

3. To compose verses in honor of Gods and Hetoes and their deeds
and sing them at th e feasts and religious ceremo nies of pr inces and
nobles, accompanying th e recitat ion with the harp.

Selection of New Name by the MacGregors.

During th e proscription of the name of MacGr egor and Gregor , about
the yea r 1747 or 1748. a con ference of MacGregors fr om the different
septs and branches, etc., lasting 14 days, was held at Blair Athol for th e
purpose of adopting a new common name under which all MacGr egors
might rally.

Fi rs t, they petitioned Parliament to allow them to resume th eir old
name ; but this was refused. The different names were th en discussed
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and the choice lay between Grant and Alpin wit h Grant the favorite,
but the assembly split upon th e subje ct of the Chiefship and dispersed
without accomplishing anything , as they could not agree which fa mily
should furn ish the Chief.

Arms of MacGregor or MacGrigor.

(From Douglas's Bar onage of Scotland. )

Arqent ; an Oak Tree eradicated, in bend siniste r proper, surmounted
by a sword in bend supporting on its point , in the Dext er Canton, an
antiqu e crown gules.

Crest .. a lion's head erase d, crowned wit h an antiq ue crown proper .

S upporters .. Dexter, a unicorn argent, crowned and horn ed or (denoting
th e royal desccnt .) Siniste r, a deer proper, tyned, azure.

M ott oes ; above escutcheon "S rioghail mo dhrcam " ( Roya l is my race) ;
below escutcheon "A rd Choille" (The woody height.)

A rm s of M acGr egor wer e originally a pine tree erased proper, crossed
saltier wit h a swo rd of the second. But the pine tr ee was also born e
i ll pale, g rowing on a bank vert.

I I. T H E O RIGI N AND NO~IENCLATURE OF SEPTS.

As Clan, meanin g Childre n, is a social group comprising a number of
households or fam ilies the heads of which claim descent f rom a
common ancesto r, whose name they bear, and are subject to a com
mon chief, who also bears th e ancestr al name, so sep t is a subdivision
of a Clan and is subject to a Chief ta in.

Septs not only bear names the same as th at of the clan to which they
belong but sometimes possess names entirely different fr om that of
the Clan, and these names may be deriv ed f rom different sources as,
location, physical pecul iarity.., occupation, etc., of the founder. Thus,
whil e the grea t Clan Grego r was made up chiefly o f many fa milies
o f MacGr egors with a common Chief over the whole group, there
were subdivisions, septs, or offshoots, of th e Clan bearing different
names, as Grant, White, Whyte, MacNab, MacNee, MacKn ie, Mac
Nish, MacNeish, Mac l.e istc r. MacLiver , MacAd am , MacEagh,
MacKay, MacKinnon, MacCoulciar , MacCr uiter, MacCr uder, Mac
Gr uther, Macflruder, MacGrowt her, etc., each with its separate
Chief tain; but the individual members of these diffe rest septs were
known as MacG regors.

And as th e grea t Clan Gregor took its name from the founder,
Gr egor , so some of the septs of thi s Clan took their name fr om the
location, physical peculiarity, occupatio" , ctc ., of their founders.

L ocation. A sept or famil y may take its name fr om the place at which
it resides, those living in Glenstrae or Glenlyon being called the Glen-
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strae or Glenlyon MacG rego rs, etc., while the Chiefta in would answe r
to the appellation Glenstrae, Glenlyon, etc.

P hysica l Peculiarities, A sept or fam ily may take its name fr om some
physical peculiarity of its founder . T hus Dougal, the fourth son of
Grego r Macflregor, th e 12th chief of the Clan Grego r, had a dark,
swa rthy complexion, and was called Coulciar Dougal or Dark Dou
ga l, and his descendant s were known as the MacCoulciars or T he
Sons of the Dark One. Coulciar Dougal was then the founder of th e
MacCo ulciar branch or sept of the MacG regors, but a t the same
time they remained Macfl regors . T his was the sept to which Rob
Roy belonged. (H. L. Magruder).

Occupation. A sept or family may take its name fr om the occupation
of the founder. T hus, Gillespie, the thi rd son of Grego r MacGregor
above, assumed the occupation of cruiter or cruder or harper for
his clan, as was the custom with th e younger sons of Hi ghland
chiefs, and his descendant s came to be called the MacCruiters or
MacCrudcr s, the Sons of the H arper. From this we get the orig in
of the Macfl ruite r or MacCruder branch or sept of the Macflregor s,
but at the same time they did not cease to be MacG regor s (H. L.
M .).

III. TH E ORIGIN OF Til E M AGRUDER SEPT OR FAM II,Y .

In ve olden time proper names were frequently built up from roots,
thu s :

Cruit is a Gaelic word meaning harp the English spelling of which is crud,
litt le t in Gaelic being supplanted by a littl e d in English; the addi tion of
cr makes cruiter or cruder meaning harper or bard , and with the pre
fix M ac denotin g S Oil we obtain MacCruiter or MacC ruder meaning
S Oil of th e harb cr,

So, likewise, the spelling of some common names has undergone al tera
tions as shown by the syllable tiler in th e ancien t words pounher and
mu rt her becoming del' in the modern pourdcr and m urde r,

T he prefix Ma c has suffered vari ous changes and substitutions as seen
in,

Th e dropping of littl e a in MacGreg or leaving McGregor;

Th e omission of littl e c in Mactl riuhcr leaving M aGrlltll er ;

Th e chang e of capita l C in MacCrllder to capita l G in Mactlrude r ;

The change of capita l G in Mcctlruther to littl e g in Macqrutlier;

T he substitution of an inverted comma in M 'Greqor for ac in Mac
Gregor, etc.

Th ese acrobatic performances of lett ers and syllables then give us the
following fo rms for one single proper name:
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MacCruiter,
Mcf.ruiter,
MacCruther,
McCru ther ,
MacCruder,
McCrud er,
MacGru iter,

McGruiter,
MaGr uiter,
MacGruther,
McGruther ,
MaGruth er ,
MacGroother,
MacGrooder ,

MacGrouder ,
McGrouder,
Magr ouder,
MacG ruder,
McGruder ,
MaGrud er,
Magr uder.

Frank Adam, author of "C lans, Septs, and Regiments, of the Scottish
Hi ghlands," quotes th e following :

T wo of the Clan (Gregor), during the per secution, were wand ering
in Islav (an island on the west coast of Sco tland ) and on Sa turday
night found shelter in the house of a fa rmer. One carrie d a mu
sical instrument called emit, a kind of harp , and the other stones for
sharpening edged tools. When leaving on Monday morning the
wanderers thought it right to tr ust their secre t to their host and so
let him know what to call th em. The man with the sharpening stones
sa id, "is liomhair mise" which has been Anglicised into "Liver," and
his sons were called "bl acl.iuer." T he man with the har p sa id "is
cruitcir mise," and his son came to be called "Mae a' Cruiteir" "t he
SO/l of the harper" and from this we get th e names "Moctlrut licr"
"Mactlruder," etc.

The O rigin of Lord Clyde.

Lord Clyde, the "Savior of Indi a" to the British empire , was originally
a Macl. iver. as his fa ther bore that name; but a certa in Colonel Camp
bell, his maternal uncle, procur ed for him a commission in the Briti sh
A rmy and in deferen ce to him young MacLiver took the name of Colin
Campbell, became one of the gr eat est Generals of the British Empire,
and suppresse d the Indian Mutiny or Sepoy Rebellion, thu s adding laurels
to the Clan Greg or fr om which he was descended.

It has been shown above that a Sept or family of a Clan may take
its origi n and name from the occupation of its founder.

It has also been shown that there was a Sept or family of the Clan
Gregor called MacCru itc r or MacCruder. whose name has been conve rted
by lawful changes to MacG ruder, Magruder, etc.

Likewise it has been proved that the founder of this Magruder Sept
was Gillespie MacGregor , 3rd son of Gregor MacGregor, 12th Chief
of the Clan Gregor, and that thi s Gillespie MacGregor was th e harper
of the Clan Grego r ( See farther on) .

Now, we ha ve proofs. that will be set for th later on in this paper,
that a descendant of this Gillespie MacGregor , the harper , named A lex
ander ( II.) McGruder, was brought to Maryland between th e years 1651
and lIi55 as one of a lot of prisoners cap tur ed by Cromwell at the batt le
of \Vorcester in 1651, in England, and that soon after his arrival in
Maryland this Alexa nder (II. ) McGrud er took up at various times several
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bodies of land in Calvert County, Ma ryland , under the different names
of Macruder, MacGregor, MacGruther, McGrude r, Magruther , Ma ryland
records show that all these names applied to one and the same individual,
who was af terwards called Magrude r.

About 98 per cent. of th e members of this Society are descended fro m
thi s Alexander (I I.) Mag ruder and descent from him is eas ily proved
and has been proved in the case of 'every member of the American Clan
Grego r Society excep t th ose whose immigrant ancestors bore the sur 
name of MacGregor and Gregory. The names of the last two fam ilies
are sufficient evidence of their descent fro m and connection with the
Clan Gregor.

A ll wr iters upon th e subject . of thi s family of MacGruther or Magruder
are agreed tha t it is a branc h, sept, or offshoot, of the Clan Gre
gor and that all per sons inheriting the surna me of Magruder are
descended from the Clan Gregor and are related to each other.

Among all the Moqr udcrs, as far as I know and have heard, th ere ex ists
the tradit ion and belief that the name of their family was originally
Macflregor ,

Frank Adam, author of "Clans, Septs, and Regiments, of th e Scottish
H ighlands," says that the name Mag ruder is of MacG rego r or igin.

Crozier's General Armoury gives the Magruder Coat of A rms-the same
as that of MacG rego r.

Sir R obert Do uglas, in "T he Ba ronage of Scotland," g ives the ancestry
of Alexander (II.) Mag ruder, th e Maryland immigrant, as of Mac
Grego r orig in.

John Smith Magruder of Maryland, a descendant of Alexa nder ( I I. )
Magruder, the Imm igrant, in 1820, had the name of his five sons,
Mor timer, Na thaniel, Roderick, He nry, and Alaric, change d from
Magruder to MacGregor, by Act of th e Ma ryland Legislatu re.

Th e T hird Baron A binger, of Scotla nd, married the daught er of Com
mander George Alan Magruder of the United States Navy and had
his eldest son by that marriage christened J ames Yo rke MacG regor, '
the latte r, he claimed, being the original fami ly name of his wife .

George Fraser Mtutr uder of Maryland and Virginia, a descendant of
A lexander (I I.) Mag ruder, the I mmigrant, had th e MacG regor Arms
confirmed to him (Judge Benjamin D rake Magruder of Chicago in
Ma tt hew's American A rmoury and Blue Book fo r 1908) .

Captain James Truman Magru der, of Prince George's County, Ma ryl and,
while vis iting a relat ive, a Doctor MacGregor of Abe rdeen, Scotland,
in 1789. was presented by the latter with an old oil painting' of the
MacGregor Coat of Arms which, he said, properl y perta ined to the
Magruder Branch of the Clan and which is the same as the Coat of
A rms confirm ed to his cousin, George Fraser Magruder (Judge Ben-
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jarnin Drake Magruder of Chicago). T his painting is now in the
hands of Miss Mary Harrelson Magruder of San Ant onio, Te xa s.

MacGregor Gellealogy ill Scot land is particularly difficult because of th e
out lawry of th e Clan and the proscription of the name; and it is
probable that many MacGregor Children were registered under othe r
names or. if not register ed, received other names and that, in th e
cour se o f time, th ey lost sight of their true origin, especially during
the troublous times of their history, and never resumed th e old name
as many of the MacGregors did.

Genealogy of the Magruders

(From the Founder of the Clan Gregor .)

Alpin MacAchaia was crowned king of the Scots in 833 A. D. and
was killed in batt le in Avrshi re, a portion of the Scotti sh Lowlands. in
836 A. D. H e left three sons :

1. K enneth, the eldest, who succeeded him on the Scotti sh thr one and
united the Scots and the Pi cts, who had been nati ona l enemies fo r
centuries, being the grandson of Eocha IV . and of Urgusia, daught er
of Urguis, king o f the Picts.

2. Dounqhea ;

3. Gregor, who was the youngest son of king A lpin.

Gregor MacA1pin , the youngest son of king Alpin MacAchaia, was,
it is pretty generally claimed, the founder of the Clan Gregor and hence
its First Chief, Laird. or Lord . and alJ his sons were called MacGregor
and his descendants constituted the Clan Gregor fr om Clan which means
children. At this point there is a gap in the line of Chief s down to the
8th Chief. which gap I have not been ahle to fill. * * * * *

Malcolm MacGrego r was th e 8th Chief or Laird of th e Clan and
lived during the reign of David II., king of Scotland, in the years
1125 to 1155 A. D. H e was a man of great physical strength and while
out hunt ing one day with the king the latt er was attacked by a wild
boar , which would have slain the king but for Malcolm' s interv ention .
Pulling up an oak sapling bv th e roots and hold ing it betw een the king
and the beast he slew the latte r with his hunting knif e. The monarch
then and there presented him with a Coat of Arms containing "A II Oak
Tree Eradicated." Hithert o the Coat of Arms of the MacGregor Chiefs
had shown "A Pill e Tree growill{/ out of a green 1II0I /IIt," At this point
is anoth er gap in the line o f Chiefs down to the 12th Chief. * * * * *

Gr egor MacGregor was the 12th Chief of the Clan and succeeded to
the chief ta incy in 1374. H e left 5 sons, four of whom were the folJowing:

1. Malcolm (II .) succeeded his father as 13th Chief and died without
issue.

--.
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2. Jolin of Glens trae succeeded his brother Malcolm as 14th Chief.
From th is John the present Chief is descended.

5. Do ugal was called, fr om his dark, swarthy complexion. Coulciar
Dougal or Dark Dougal, and · his descendants were catled MacCo ul
ciars or sons of th e Dar k One. H e was the ancestor of Rob Roy.

Coulciar Douga l was thus the founder of th e MacCoulciar Family
or Bra nch of the MacGrego rs, but at t he same time they remained
MacGregor s (H. L. M.).

3. Gillespie MacGregor, the 3rd son of Grego r MacGregor, was born
in 1375 and became th e bar d or har per of his Clan, as was common
for the younger sons of Highland Chiefs .
Gillespie MacGre gor was thus the founder of the MacGruth er or
MacGruder Family or Branch of the Macfl regors, but at the same
time they remained MacG regors (Henry Latham Magrude r,
Author ity) .

William (I.) McCruder was the eldest son of Gillespie MacG rego r,
the harper, and was born in 1413. He is found witness to a charter dated
March 10, 1447. T he Gaelic for Wi lliam is Gilliaum e ( See Mag. Sig.
J ac. II. P. 6407. H. L. M., Authori ty) .

Gillespie McCruder was the son of W illiam (I.) McCruder and was
born in 1453. (H. L. M., A uthority) .

William (II.) McCruder was the son of Gillespie McC ruder and was
born in 1490. (H. L. :M., Authority ) .

James (I.) McGruder was the son of W illiam (I I.) McCruder and was
born in 1519. He began lif e as a page of Lord Drummond and he and
his descendants wer e adherents of the Drummond famil y and hence were,
as were atl the Macfl regors, sta unch Cavalier s and Royalists and sup
port er s of th e Stu arts and suffered accordingly during the civil war s of
1650, 1689, 1715, and 1745. (H. L. M., Authori ty) .

John (I.) McGruder was the son of J ames (I.) McGruder and was
born in 1544. He was charg-ed with being implicated in a raid made by
some of the Clan Gregor on the H ouse of Bochastle in 1580. (See Rec
ords of P rivy Council of Scot land Vol. III. P . 350-355 in January, 1580.
H. L. M. and C. C. Mag-ruder, .T r., Authorities.)

Alexander (I.) McGruder was the son of J ohn ( I.) McGruder and
was born in 1569 (See Parish Records of Perth.) . In 1605 he married
Lady Margaret D rummond, widow of Sir Andrew Drummond, Chief or
Lai rd of Batlyclose in P erthshire, Sco tland, and nee Margar et Campbell,
daughter of Sir James Campbell, Laird of Abernchiel (See Records
of Privy Council of Scotland Vo l. V I I. P. 600. H. L. M. and C. C.
M., J r. , Au thori ties) .

In the said Records of Privy Council these word s occur, to wit, "Mar-
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garet Campbell, Relic of the said Andro Drummond, * * * * Alexander
McGruder now her spouse," da ted May 28, 1605. H e is also spoken of
as being of Bal lvclose, and there are other references to him in which
he is called "Alxander MacGregor." T his couple lef t several sons and
daughters, the three sons menti oned being James, Alexand er , and John.
(C . C. M., r-. Authority ).

J am es McGruder, Alias James MacGr egor, th e eldes t son of
Alexander (1.) McGruder , was born about 1607, and is mentioned in
an Act of Scottish Parl iament, in February, 1649. as one of a few of
Lord s, Laird s, and F reeholders, selected by Parliament in the name of
king Charle s 11., to Act as commanders for the Shire of Perth to raise
milit ary forces to resist the invading army of Cromwell.

This Act of Parli ament describes him as "J ames McGrud er, Laird of
Car gill" and it is thought he was slain at the battle of W orcester in 1651.

The Barony of Cargill was a beautiful hilly country of the Pe rt hshire
Hi ghlands near Dunk eld on the river Tay and was formerly one of the
possessions of the Drummond family (Earls of Perth. H . L. M.).

As th e name of MacGr egor had been proscribed under penalty o f
death in 1603, it is easy to understand why it does not appear in the
commission of J ames McGrud er , whose real name was MacGregor (See
H istori es of Scotland and Introduction to "R ob Roy" by Scott. H.
L. M.).

T he main line of Lairds or Chiefs of 1facGregor had become extinct
about this time and several different branches claimed the Chiefs hip
( See Skene's H istory of the H igh lands. H . L. M. ).

J ames McGruder of Cargi ll seems to have been recogni zed by a number
of the Clan as Laird of MacGregor or Chief of the Clan and is re
ferred to in the Hi story of Sir Eva n Cameron of Lochiel as "J ames
Laird o f 1\facGregor" (H. L. 1\£.).

J ames MacGregor o f Cargill, by Act of Parliament in 1649, held a
commission as Colonel in the Royal A rmy and together with him were
undoubtedly his two br others, Al exander born in 1610 and John born in
1614 ( H . L. M.).

H ence, if James McGruder was Laird of MacGregor-in other words
if he was a MacGregor-it stands to reason that his broth er Alexander,
the Ancestor of so many of the member s of this Society, was also a Mac
Grego r.

Ale xander (II.) McGruder, a lso ca lled Macruder , Magruther, Mac
Gruth er, McGruther, MacCr ouder, McCrouder, McGrudder, and finally
Magruder, the latter form being that signed to his will, was the second
son o f Alexander ( 1.) Mcflruder and was born in Perthshir e, Scotland,
in 1610. Th e differences in spelling wer e probably due to cler ical er rors
(H. L. M.) .

In 1651, when Charles II. invaded En gland in his attempt upon the
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British thr one, a lar ge part of his army was composed of Scotsm en,
among whom were James, Alexander, and J ohn, McGruder. And when
Charl es was defeated at the battl e of W orcester by Crom well that same
year, several thousand pri soners of war wer e taken. W orcester is near
the central porti on of England, and about 105 miles northwest of London
on the Severn River (H. L. M.) .

In 1652, about 150 of these prisoners were carried to the British Ameri
can Colonies to be sold or bound out to the plant ers . as was then the
custom in the case of political prisoners, for fr om 4 to 8 years. Th ey
were not called slaves bitt were known as indentured servants and were
entitled to purchase their freedom ( H. L. M.) .

These prisoner s were taken via Barbadoes first to Virginia, where they
were delivered to Govern or Richard Bennett. Governor, and William
Claiborne , Secretary, of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and then to
Maryland, where they arrived in 1652 or 1653 (H. L. M.) .

Among those brought to Mar yland were Alexand er and J ohn McGruder
(M agruder); but it is not known wheth er or not they were disposed
of in accordan ce with the custom of the time, but probably not, as Alex
ander was a man of educati on and means and was probably exempted
by the payment o f a fine or ransom; for soon after his arrival in Mar y
land he purcha sed 600 acr es of good land in what was then Calvert,
but is now Prince George's, County on the north side of the Patuxt ent
rive r. This tract of land was surveyed for Richard Harris and H.
Coursey in 1652 and the surveyor's certificate was soon aft erwards
(probably in 1652) consigned by them to "Alexander Macruder,' the
ass ignment being made on the margin of the certificate and not dated
(H. L . M .).

Thi s is the first record of the name found in America. On this patent
issued by the Second Lord Baltimore, in 1661, this tract is called "Ma
gruder," while on subsequent records pertaining to the same individua l
the name is spelled in the different ways shown above (H. L. M.,
Authority) .

A memorandum in the land office in Washington, D. C., LAHR, F olio
220, states that in 1652 "Al exander MacGregor" settled on 500 acr es of
land near "Turkey Buzzard Island," in the Patu xtent River , Calvert
County, Mar yland ( C. C. Magrud er, Jr. , Auth ority) . This was a fter
wards known as the "Magruder Ferry Plantation." So it is more
than probable that the "binding out" story is incorrect.

A deed was executed is 1673 by Alexand er McGruder and his wife
Sarah in which both sign their names "Magruther," while the body of
the instrument shows the spelling "MacGruther" (C. C. M., j r., Au
thority ) .

Schade, in his history of Maryland, states that Alexander (II.) Ma
gruder was an educat ed gentleman. In Maryland he became a man of
substance owning several landed estat es amounting to 4,000 acre s, to some
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of which he gave Scott ish Hi ghland names as, "Dunblane." "Craigneigh,"
etc., and to others the names "A lexa ndria," "Good Luck," "A nchovie
H ills," etc. (H. L. M.).

It is claimed that he had three wives, but there is documentary evi 
dence of only two, to wit, Sarah and E lizabeth. They are usually
mentioned as follows :

1. Margaret Brait hwaite, whose ex istence is entirely traditional and
of which there is no documentary proof whatever , but it has been
accepted by genealogists as a fact without any reason except t radi
tion. It is thought that the immigran t had such a wiIe, that she
was his first, and was the daughter of Capt. William Braith waite
and cousin of the Second Lord Baltimore.

2. S arah ... .. ? T he only proof that he had a wife named Sarah
is a deed dated March II , 1670, signed by Alexander Magruder of
Calvert County, Ma ryland, and Sarah, his wife; in thi s deed they sell
to Mordicai H unter 600 acres of land in Calvert County, Mar yland,
called "Magruder 's Beginning," which had been patented to th e said
A lexander Magruder August 3, 1668. (Annapolis P robat e Cour t,
Lib. 4. B., No . 7, p. 4~5 .-C. C. M., J r., Au thori ty ) .

3. E lizabeth ( Hawkins?) of Calvert County, Maryland. W e know that
his last wife was named "Eli zabeth," as th is name is given in his will,
but whether or not her last name was "Hawkins," we have no docu
mentary evidence thereof.

I t is not known whether or not Alexa nder ( II.) Magruder was mar
ried before he le ft Scotland. H e left six children, who were all men
tioned in his will along with his wife, E lizabeth, to wit, Ja mes, Sa muel,
and John, A lexander, Nat haniel, and Elizabeth.

The first th ree, it has been said by some, wer e the offspring of
Margaret Braithwaite, if there was such a wife ; while it has also been
claimed that these thr ee wer e the childre n of Sarah (Ge neral F . M.
1\1. Beall) . The three last were undoubtedly the children of his wife
Elizabet h ( See Wi ll of Alexander ( I I. ) Magruder in Annap olis, Md.).

Sa muel, A lexander, and Nathaniel are the only ones of his children
that left any descendants (c. C. M., j r., Au thority) .

No less th an 37 of the descendant s of A lexander ( I I.) Magruder
held either civil or military positions on the American side during the
Revolutionary W ar (C . C. M., j-; Authority) .

H e died in 1677 and his will was pr obated Januar y 25, 1677. There is
a copy of this will in it s or iginal quaint wording and spelling in th e Land
Office in Ann apolis, Mar yland , Liber V., F olio 269, which contains
copies of all the wills of all the counties of Maryland ( C. C. M., Jr.,
Authority) . In this will he mentions his wife "Elizabeth."

The place of his death and bur ial was, for a long time, in dispute ; but
it has been proved beyond the shadow of a doubt by Caleb Clarke Ma-
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g ruder, Jr., of Uppe r Marlboro, Maryland. that he died and was bur ied
on the plantation called "Anchovie Hi lls" in what was Calvert but is
now P rince George's County. Maryland. This is ment ioned in his will
as "The plantation that I now live on" (C. C. M.• j r., Authority).

Alexander (II.) Magruder bequeathed his landed estates as follows :

To Wife, Elicabeih, and after her death to her sons A lex-
der and Nat haniel, "Anchovie Hills"...... .............................. 800 Acres.

To SOil, James, ..Dunblane,'·.. .................................................... 400 Acres.
To SOil, John, "A lexandria,'·...................................................... 500 Acres.
To SOil, Samuel, "Good Luck.".................................................. 500 Acres.
To Daughter, Elizabeth, "Craigneig h,'·.................................... 200 Acres.

John (II.) McGruder, I mm ig rant, brother of A lexander above m en
tioned, was born in Perthshi re, Scotland, and was in the army of Cha rles
II. at th e battle of W orcester. England, which occurred in 1651. There
he was captured by Cromwell and sent with his brother . A lexander.
and 150 other Scotch prisoners of war via Barbadoes to Virginia and
th ence to Maryland to be sold or bound to the plant ers. H e share d the
same fa te tha t his brot her did and we hear of him as the constab le of
the Lower Hundred of Kent County. Maryland. Mar ch 31. 1668. Noth
ing further is known of him or of his descendants if he had any (C.
C. M.• Jr.• Authori ty; also see Hanson's "O ld Ken t," Maryland) .

IV. THE AMERICA N DESCENDA NTS OF THE CI,AN GREGOR.

In both the anima l and vegetab le kingdoms it freq uently happens that
transplantation to a new soil and climate results in increased energy. activity,
and product ivity. Such has been the case with th ose of our race who
have made America their home.

T he American descendants of th is ancien t Clan cling to the name of
MacGregor with the same tenacity that cha racterized the Clansmen of
old, and when Joh n Smit h Magruder of Ma ryland. in 1820, changed the
name of his five sons from Magru der to MacGregor he was actuated
by the same spiri t that was at work in Scot land when, in 1822. Sir J ohn
Mu rray resumed the name of MacGregor and was recognized as Chief
of the Clan Grego r of the old Glenstrae line (See Address of Chief ta in.
Yea r Book 1922.)

The MacGregors "On th eir nati ve heath" have. under equal conditions,
shown themselves the peer s of any race despite th eir fearful handi cap i

and it has been said that.

"S ince the repeal of the penal laws against them th ere is no Clan name
which has earned more honorable distin ction than that of MacG rego r"
(Dr. Joseph Anderson, Antiquar ian, Authority ) .

But what have the Americ an Descendant s of this Clan done in A merica
to honor and exa lt the name-in America. where no Act of Parliament
or P rivy Council fo rbids its use i where they can meet their fellows

•
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freely in the broad light of day ; where no bloodhound yelps on th eir
t ra il ; where no hot iron key sears cheek of wi fe or daught er ?

In this land of equal opportunity for all and absence of unju st discrimi
nation, they have attained th e top-most round of achievement in almost
every field, whether th ey have aspired to literary or forensic fame, military
glory, or polit ical preferment, or have been ambitious of ecclesiastical
robes or the j udicial ermine. In every line of endeavor MacGregor
achievement has been commensurate with the field of opportunity , and in
this country there are few offices, civil or milita ry, especially of the
higher class, those of P resident and Vice-P resident ex cepted, th at have
not been held by the American descendants of the Clan Gregor.

A mid such wealth of mater ial I will have space for but few names,
as follows :

Judges Daniel Randall Magruder and Richard Brown Magruder o f
Ma ryland , Benjamin Drake Magruder o f Mississippi and Ill inois, and
Roger Grego ry of V irg inia, honored th e J udicial Bench with the wisdom
and profundit y of th eir opinions and decisions.

W illiam Hezekiah Na thaniel Mag ruder of Louisiana and W illia m
H oward (II.) Magruder of Mississippi, themselves distingu ished in lett ers,
shed lustre upon their professon in leading A mer ican youth to higher
knowledge and to app reciation of better things.

T he statesmanship of Enoch Louis Lowe, T homas George Prat t, and
Edwin Warfi eld, Governors o f Maryland, and of Thomas George Pratt,
member of the U. S. Senate, rose g randly to the emergency of . th eir
country's needs.

Leonard Covington of Maryland, member of Congre ss and B rigadier
General in the W ar of 1812, Lieutenant Genera l James Longstr eet of
Georgia. "The W ar H orse of the Confederacy," and Maj or Genera l John
Bankh ead Magruder of Vir gin ia, in his Vir gi nia P eninsula Ca mpaig n
of 1862 with one against six, all showed milit ar y talent and ab ility of
the highest order and won victory against heaviest odds.

The lives o f Doctors, W illiam Edward Magr uder of Maryland with 60
yea rs of continuous service, Sa muel W ade Mag ruder of T ennessee, and
William Bowie Magruder of Maryland , in conscient ious attention to duty
and as examples of the old time country physician, serve as beacon lights
to th e young in pointing the way to honor, int egrity, and humanity, in
th e relief of the suffering and afflicted.

William Edward Muncaster of Maryland , our honored, beloved, and
lamented fellow-member , whose pen never failed to charm th is Society,
furni shed an exa mple of true Amer ican citizenship such as typified the
lives of the ,makers of this Republic, who were the first to estab lish a
government of, for, and by the people.

The Reverends Ivan Marshall Green o f Virgini a and William Magruder
W aters of Maryland, the two first chap lains of thi s organ ization, in their
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upri ghtn ess of purpose and the purity of their lives, were types that
should for m the framewor k of the ministerial pro fession.

J ulia Magr uder, the Virginia A uthoress, in her literary productions,
wil l always please and appeal to those that appreciate cleanness of thought
in literatu re.

E lijah Steele Drake of Mississippi, whose stalwart patriotism was
a bulwark of strength in stress ful times, and Colonel Spencer Cone
J ones of Maryland with 40 continuous years in office, both served their
count ry with patriotic devot ion in "The War Between the States" and
Reconstruction.

A llen Bowie Magruder o f Virginia and Louisiana was the first U. S.
Senator elected fr om Louisiana ; Pat rick Mag ruder of Maryland was a
member and Cler k of the U. S. H ouse of Representatives and, ex officio,
Librarian of Congress; and Benja min Henry Mag ruder of Vi rg inia,
Lawyer, Orator, Statesman, and Pa triot, gave 11 of the best years of his
life to the service of his state, in her House of Representatives, during
the most momentous period of her history, before, during, and a fter , the
g reat "War Between the States," and was elected to the Confedera te
Sta tes Congress, but peace came before he could tak e his seat.

Dr. E rnes t Pendleton Magruder of Ma ryland, who, in the W orld W ar,
ga ve up his life for an alien people, set an example of courage and
devotion, which will make us, his contemporary Clansmen, ever feel proud
of his generous and courageous humanity.

Amongst the youthful chiva lry of our land I need but mention "The
Fi ve gallant Frescatti Magruder Boys," Edwa rd, James, H illery, George,
and David, whom Virginia claimed as "her jewels" and who, in the bri ef
period of their lives, gave promise of further brilli ant military ac
complishment ; John Bowie Magruder of Vi rginia, who, Colonel at 23,
in the cha rge of Pickett 's men on the height s of Gettysburg h, fell mortally
wounded within 20 steps of the enemy's guns, with the cry of victo ry
upon his lips ; and the noble self -sac rifice of William Lancaster Mc
laughlin of Illi nois, in the in ferno of the Chicago Theatre fire, wh ich will
ever exci te wonder and admira tion that, as was said of "The Gallant
P elham," one so young (only 18) could be so brave and for getful of
self.

And lastly, with the mention of one other I will c1ose-of him whom,
durin g life, we all personally knew and loved and whom we have most
recently lost fr om our midst and mourn with a grief sincere ; that soul
of courtesy, loyalty, and honor who, during a long life and through long,
fait hfu l, and honorable service, had won the respect, love, and confidence,
of his people, whose appreciation of his worth and abilities was abundantly
manifested by so many years o f continu ous, loyal, and unfalt ering sup
port-Caleb Clarke Magruder, the Ranking Deputy Chieftain of thi s
Society.

•
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I wish to acknowledge, with high app reciation , th e va luable assistance
rendered me in the pr eparati on of thi s paper by Mr. Caleb Clarke Ma
gruder, ] r., of Upper Marlboro, Maryland, the Ranki ng Deputy Chief tain
of this Society ; General F . M. M. Beall of Chevy Chase, Ma ryland ; and
Mr. H enr y Latham Magruder of Chicago, Ill inois.

MARRIAGES OF CLAN MEM BERS.

Be thel, Lieut. J ohn Magruder, U . S. A., was married to Miss Char
lotte William s, dau ghter of Col. and Mrs . Ch as. W . Wi lliams at Camp
Dougla s, Wis., the home of the bride, W edn esday, D ec. 27th, 1922.

Cu nningh am , Mr s. ] en nic Morton, of She lbyv ille, K entucky, was
married to D r. W. E. Dale of L ou isville, Ke ntucky, Ap r il 14th, 1923.
The marriag e took place in Florida.

Magruder , Miss E liza beth Cummins, was married to Mr. R alph
Simpson Bubb, June 19th, 1924, at St. Stephens E piscopal Chur ch,
W ashington, D. C.
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HOW TO HONOR OUR CLAN.

By J UI,IAN MAGRUDIm.

F irs t I wish to hon or, and th ank our Charter Member s for th eir
nob le thoughts and plans in organiz ing our Ame r ica n Clan Gregor
S ociety, and in makin g it such a gra nd success.

I desir e to g ive hon orabl e m ention to our deceased belov ed Bro
th er Clan sman, Dr. J esse Ewell, who or ig inat ed or first th ought of
the plan in regard to thi s Socie ty . H e w i11 go down in history amo ng
our peop le as one of o ur beloved and higcst estee med Clan sm en,
w ho see me d to be ins pire d to bring about th is nobl e wo rk. H is pic
tpre in our 1922 Year Book shows him to be a man o f deep th ou ght
a nd character , as we ll as wisdom. Hi s beloved relatives an d frie nds
will mi ss him , and he will be ever rem ember ed as the author a nd
fat her of this movem ent.

Second, All th e Charter Member s wh o have worke d so faithfully
and devot edly for th is ca use, especially it s officer s deserve hon or abl e
m en tion . A nd I think all ou r memb er s are wi th me, in one accor d, in
g iving th em hon or and pr aise now, to help encourage th em in th eir
fu ture work, in behalf of our Society, an d to help th em to kn ow
and reali ze th at their labor s are appre cia te d.

I thi nk our Soc ie ty is a nobl e and good one, and its plan of bring
ing tog eth er its m emb er s annually for the benefit of all present, and
abse nt, as well as for th eir mutual happiness in th e future, is certa inly
comme ndable. I am g lad to know th at others like m yself, who live
far aw ay, isolated member s, as it w er e, can and do hav e a voice in
this Society by pe n or pr oxy.

While I m ay not be as enthus ias tic a s some , I reali ze th at our
S ociet y has don e, and wi11 do mu ch good socially and religiou sly for
our children and for th e coming m en and women, as w ell as our
old er member s in our organiza tion. We have th e chance of our lives
in striving to eleva te and educa te our ch ildren to become bett er men
and women . I hope and tru st that our children may gro w up not
o nly to honor our Clan, but also to hon or th eir fa th er s and
mother s now livin g, as we ll a s those whose parents have passed be
yond. We have the so lemn command by God Himself in Hi s Holy
Word on tables of stone, written on Mount Sini, w ith Hi s ow n fin
gers, being the first commandment with promise, which says " Honor
th y fath er and thy mother, th at thy days may be lon g in th e land
which th e Lord th y God give th thee." (Exodus 20 :12.)

In honoring our beloved parents who have don e so mu ch for us
in our youth , we will at th e same time, in so doin g, fulfill the above
commandment. If we, who are fathers and mother s, wilt do our
christi an duty, we will set an example to our children a nd friend s,
and will add glory to our Clan.

"
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I wish to im pr ess up on our yo ung member s th e imp ortance of
honoring th e living while they are ye t with us, and to speak of them
in praise, wher e pr aise is du e. D o not for get to ex te nd to our fathers
and moth ers the love th at is due th em. Go to them for advice and
instru ction, give th em car esses and flower s and love ; for if yo u do
not , yo u will regret it some day, and wish m an y tm es th at yo u had
extended to th em th at affection which yo u reall y felt for th em .

The past has gone; but in the future, let us, one and all, be respect
ful, t houghtful and cou rt eou s to our loved ones , not forgett ing to be
kind and respectf ul to fri end s and neighbor s. T ha t w ill help to m ake
us bett er Clan memb er s an d citize ns and help to qua lify us fo r posi
tion s of hon or an d resonsibi lity. An d at th e sa me time we wi ll shed
luster on our Clan an d do honor to our God .

Ou r high est love and hon or sho uld be to God,
And to our blessed Saviour, J esus our Lor d.
Next honor yo ur father and yo ur m ot her ,
Not for getting yo ur siste r an d yo ur brother.

W e should honor those to w ho m ho nor is du e,
And love our hu sband s, wives, and childre n to o.
May th e Lord help us to love and hon or ou r Clan,
And thu s help fu lfill God 's royal plan .

AMO NG THE MEMBERS.

Miss Evelina Ma gruder, eldest da ug hter of Dr. E . M. Ma grude r,
Chieftain, w ho has been attend ing, fo r two yea rs , th e Ne w Yo rk
Sc hool of Fine and Applied Arts, we nt to Europe on March 1st to
finish her studies in th e L o ndon and P ar is Branch es of th e New
Yo rk I nst itution. H er spe cia lty is " Inter ior D ecora tio n." She gra d
uat ed in Sep tem ber 1924.
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AN APPRECIATION OF CALEB CLARKE MAGRUDER
II, RANKING DEPUTY CHIEFTAI N OF AMERICAN

CLAN GREGOR SOCIETY.

By TH E R EV. J AM ES M. M AGRUDER, D.D.

At th e request of our Chi eft ain it is my pri vil eg e to express on be
half of th is Society our sense of loss in th e death of our Ranking
D eputy Chi eftain, Mr. Cal eb Magruder II , who pa ssed away since
th e last Ga the ri ng of our Clan.

I sha ll not attemp t to write a biog raphy or eve n to give a ske tc h
of his life. That sho uld be ade qua te ly done in th e near future by some
m emb er of his immediate family who has access to all th e needed
data.

Certainly among th e arc hives of this So ciety th er e should be found
such a record of his life and achi evem ents.

L et me, ra th er, in few wo rds , speak of th e quiet dignity, th e qu aint
humor , th e un failing cour tesy, the sense of honor, th e attention to
du ty, and the unost ent ati ous religiou s devoti on w hich cha rac te r ized
his inter course with his fellowmen and his att itude toward our Father
in H eaven.

The poet tells us th at

"A little nonsen se now and th en
I s reli sh ed by the wi sest men; "

so th at when I spea k of the dign ity of Mr. Ma gruder 's bearing, you
will not associat e th e w ord with any idea of pri ggishness or exagger
a ted noti on of his ow n im portan ce. I sho uld rather say th at it was
th e high value he placed upon his fellowm en whc h ga ve th e tou ch of
dignity to hi s ow n bearing, feelin g that he wa s th e equa l of th e best
ye t holding himself aloof from non e.

F re quent ly , as I to ok th e elec tric car in front of my home, "Hock
ley Hall," going to Annapolis or to Baltimore, I would find him on his
way to th e office of th e Clerk of th e Court of A ppeals or returning to
Glend ale. Invariably, he would att ract my attention, if I had not
seen him first, and beckon me to a seat be side him. Then for a lon ger
or sho rter period, according to our dest ination , he would com me nt
upon th e political issues of th e day or have something to say about
Prince George's County and it s people; and almost invariably th ere
was a pointed jest or some qu iet bit of humor int er spersed .

As slave ry found it s last foothold among civili zed peopl e in our
own progenitor s of this dear Southland ; so I should think that , in th ese
parts, cock fighting as a spor t of ge ntleme n mu st have made it s last
sta nd in U pp er Marlboro in the days of Mr. Magruder's boyhood.
With what a merry twinkle of the eye wa s he wont to tell the s tory
of his fath er, an eminent member of Prince George's Bar, and one of

•
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the grave and reverend judges meetin g one mornin g and each solicit
ou sly inquir ing if th e other had heard th e clar ion ca ll of a strange
ga me coc k at br eak of day and by w hom thi s cock had been br ou ght
to town . Who, th at has eve r heard him tel1 th e tale, will forge t th e
un con sciou s ton e of affect ion with which he spoke of "Pa."

D oubtless, he him self en joyed th e sport as a boy ; and, if he and hi s
peer s could not boast cockere ls wi th a st ra in of ga me blood, never th e
less, a mat ch between th e o ld D omi niques o f neighbori ng barnyards
wo u ld pr ove ju st as exc iting for th em as th e contes ts betw een th e
blood ed bird s for those of th e olde r ge nera tio n.

T he inn at e courtesy of th e true ge nt lema n fou nd exp ression in Mr.
Magruder 's word and manner. T here was no effus ive ness, no ove r
po lite ness, no mann eri sm in his conduc t with othe rs; bu t ju st th e
simp le revelati on of a kindly hear t an d an att itude of goodwill to al1
mankind. D oubtless, if th er e we re need, he could have spoke n w ith
firmness and deci sion and eve n with wa rm th; bu t I amagine th e oc
cas ions we re rar e and out of th e ordina ry which dr ew from him mor e
th an wo rds of depr ecati on.

In speaking of his high sense of honor it m ay not be necessar y in
thi s Ga the ri ng to say mo re th an to rem ind yo u of his memb ershi p in
our Clan ; but, as an inst an ce of th e va lue he p lace d upon thi s a tt ribute,
I we l1 recal1 with w ha t pleasure he told m e of th e es timation of his
father's character which a for mer atto rney genera l of the State of
Marylan d had mad e from reading th e bri efs and arg uments th at had
been sub mitted by him to th e H igh Cour t of Cha nce ry an d to th e
Court of Ap pea ls through a period of fifty years. T he same co ur tesy,
rectitude, and high se nse of hon or , w hich cha rac te rized th e father and
were imb ed ded in th e amber of Co urt R ecords, descended to th e son
and wo n for him th e respect and affec tion of all w ho we re wi thin th e
frin ge of his friends hip .

Ge nera l R obert E. L ee, in wri ti ng to one of his sons im pr essed
upon him th at "duty is th e sublimes t wo rd in th e E ng lish langu age."
Each ge nera t ion mu st learn thi s truth an d pass it on to th e next. If
no such maxim fell fro m th e lips of our D eputy Chieftai n, he ex hib
ited in deed th at devoti on to duty w hich enabled him to perform his
work her e o n eart h with suc h fidelit y as to win the app roval of his
fellow me n.

What we re th e religiou s a ffiliat ions of our first Magruder An cest or
in Maryland I have been unable to learn . I find, however , th at th e
F ive Ar ticles of Pe rth which wer e passed by Assem bly, m eetin g in
1618 near his birthplace, re-establish ed Episcopacy in Sco tla nd: so
th at it is not too wild a g uess, in view of subse que nt eve nts, to suppose
th at he was an adhe re nt or a t least a sympathizer of w hat was aft
erwards ca l1ed T he Ep iscopal Churc h of Sco t land . T his th eor y is
stre ng the ned if we fol1ow th e trad ition th at A lexande r Ma gruder
a foll ower of th e Ma rq uis of Mo nt rose, w ho recru it ed his army in
th e Hi ghl ands and fought on th e side of K ing Cha r les 1.
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T he Arc hives of Maryl and show th at Samue l, th e surv iving son
of th e first m arr iag e wa s on th e first vestry of Sa int P aul's Churc h,
P rin ce Geor ge's Co unty , in 1692, and th at his descendan ts, genera
tion after gene ra tio n, w er e on th e ve stri es of S t. Barnabas's Chur ch
in the sa me county, near which his prope rty wa s situated. T he de
scendants of A lexan der, his half brother , w ere likewi se, ye ar after
year, o n th e ' vestr ies of S t. P aul's Churc h, w hich sta nds no t fa r
f rom the site of "Anchovie Hills," left to the widow, Elizabeth, and
her two sons, A lexander and Nathaniel.

T he Magruders in Co lon ia l Maryland were adherents of th e
Church of E ng land and aft er th e R evo lution ary W ar th ey w er e very
ge nerally m embers of th e Protesta nt E piscopal Chu rch. At th e
pr esent time the m embers of our Cla n belon g to th e va rious r eli
gious bod ies found in th e seve ra l part s of ou r country ; bu t , if yo u trace
their lines back to th e Col onial days, you will find th eir Magruder
ancestors in one genera tion or ano the r on th e vestry either of Saint
P au l's or S t. Barnaba s' s Church in P r inc e George's Co unty, Mary
la nd . By intermarriages wit h those of other communion s, and for
oth er reason s as w ell, m any of the descendants of Alexand er Ma
gr ude r the Immigrant have left t he Church of their forefath er s and
become loyal and true so ldie rs of Chri st under othe r ecclesiastical
ba nner s ; but I th ink a ki nd ly feeling is foun d in th e heart s of m ost
of th em, a resp ect and an affec tion, for th e Rock when ce they w ere
hewn.

It was, I am told, thr ough th e m ar riag e of Thom as Coutee Ma
gr uder to E liza be th Ol iv ia Morgan, th e latter a m emb er of the
R oman Cat ho lic Chu rch, th at th e br anc h of our fami ly to whic h
Mary Blanche Mag ruder , of revered m em or y, belong ed became ad
heren ts of th e Rom an communion.

J ust when Mr. C. C. Magr ud er' s fam ily branched off from th e
Churc h of their forefa thers and became Rom an Ca tholics I am not
inform ed ; bu t I have hea rd it said that th e immediat e cau se was one
of those unt oward circums tances which, from tim e to t ime, g ives new
dir ection to our lives. T he story , as it goes, relates th at o ne of th e
ch ildren of his gra ndfather, T homas Magruder , wa s se rious ly in
disposed and th e rector of th e par ish was sent for to bap tize th e in
fa nt in th e home; bu t as the night wa s very incl em ent, sleet and
snow falli ng, accom pa nied by wind, th e R ecto r, himself unwell, sent
wo rd th at he could not ventur e out in th e weather bu t would come
th e nex t morni ng. The se rva nt ret urned to th e Re cto ry with th e
m essage to com e th en or not a t a ll.

W hen th e m essenge r did not bring back th e par son with him, he
wa s sent to th e Rom an Ca tholic pri est wi th th e requ est th at he com e
to Mr. Magr uder's hom e to baptize a sick child. The pr iest re
spon ded; an d, soo n after , Mr. Magruder, him self, becam e a member
of White Marsh Roman Catholic Church.
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Mr. C. C. Magruder was rear ed in th at comm union and wha t
g races of int eIlect a nd of m an ner were not his by in herit ance, we re
du e in pa rt to the fa shion ing of th at Church in its pa rochia l ac t ivities ,
and th rough Georgetown U niver sity where he graduated.

But in acc ord ing th e in fluen ce of environ m ent upon his charac te r
and bea ring, I mu st lay a tri bute at th e feet of that g ent le, g racious,
and dignifi ed helpmat e wh o, th rou gh half a cen tury, share d hi s daily
life. An inh eri tor o f th e best tr ad ition s of th e O ld D om inion and a
com munica nt of th e Church in which our Magrude r fo refathe rs we re
reared, E lizabeth Ri ce NaIle, th e wi fe 'of his youth and his cons tan t
companion un ti l the pass ing years had dropped th e wint ry snows
upon their heads, doub tless contribu ted in no small deg ree to th e
best that wa s in him.

In conclus ion, may I not make th e plea th at all m ember s of th is
Clan emu late th e example of thi s our departed fri end and kinsma n
and look out on life w ith th at br oad cha rity , th at truly ca tho lic spir it,
w hich claimed for himself to be led by th e dict a tes of his own con
science an d acc orded to oth er s th e same right and privil eg e?

NUMBER OF MEMBERS PRESE NT AN D STA TES
REPRESE NT ED AT THE GATHERING OF 1923.

Attendan ce

F rom W ashington, D . C........................................................... 51
F rom Maryland............................................................................... 39
From V irgini a.................................................................................. 14
F rom P onnsylvani a........................................................................ 2
From New York............................................................................ 1

Tota l 107
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THE CLAN GREGOR.

ITs OUTST ANDI N G CHARACT ERI STICS.

By GRAY SILVER.

I t is not possible to ske tc h, eve n in ou tlin e, w ithin the limit s of
this bri ef pap er , th e hi stor y of th e great Clan Gregor-a hist or y
well kn own and jealou sly che rishe d. Barely sufficien t of its hist or y,
th erefore, will be tou ched upon to indicat e th e ge neral characteri sti cs
of th e Clan with w hich it is a lone desir ed to deal.

Afte r all , nothing is so im portant as character. W ealth, pos ition,
power and fame are m ere incident s; oftentimes ac cidents; th ey come,
remain for a day, pass and a re fo rgotten. But charac ter endures and
marks, in perm an ent fashion, th e indi vidu al, family, tribe, clan and
nation.

T he Clan Gregor ! "Clan" is a compre he nsive term, it is true, but
I like th e wo rd " family" better. For a Clan is nothing but a lar ge
fa mi ly, being composed , as it is, of individual s of common blood,
tracing descen t fro m the sa me or ig ina l progenitor . So th at the word
"f amily " see ms to bring th em a little closer together. All th ose
descended fr om th e MacGreg or s are brother s in th e true accepta tion
o f th e term. Origina lly, of course, th ose composi ng th e Clan had
a commo n habi tat, but, in th ese days of th e twenti eth century, mem
ber s of thi s historic fam ily have scattered and may be foun d in eve ry
part of the wo rld engaged in eve ry br an ch of human endeavor.

The ancient wa r-c ry of th e Clan is "A R D-COI L L E ," meaning
"the woody height," an allus ion to th e locati on of it s anci ent cas t les
and fas tnesses; its special pipe Clan mu sic is not abl e for th e mart ial
strains of " MacGregors' Salute" and it s distincti ve badge is a
"GU ITHAS," or pine tr ee- a most fitt ing emblem . The Coa t of
Arms of th e Clan shows the sa me pine tr ee, an d th e her al dic mo tto
which accom pan ies it r eads "E'en do but spare nocht." T he tartan
is one of th e bold est a nd most str iking of those wo rn by any Sco t
ti sh Clan .

"Historic family" did I say? It would he har d in deed to show a
stock mo re ancie nt, or one wit h mo re g lor ious achievements to its
cre dit.

T he real orig in of th e MacGregors is lost in th e mi st s of ant iquity.
Authorities concede th em to be descend ed from Gregor, th e third son
of Ki ng Alpin, w ho flouri shed about A. D . 787. For th is reason th ey
are so me times ca lled th e "Clan A lpin," an d th eir proud mo tto is :
"S R IOG HAIL M O DHR E A M"- "Royal in My Race." This ind i
cat es th eir descent from th e Albiones, th e first known inhabitants of
Sco t lan d. As one autho ri ty puts it : "A ll adm it th e Clan MacGregor
to be th e purest branch of th e an cient gae l of Sco tland now in ex
ist ence, true desc endants of th e native celtic stock of th e country
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and unmixed by blood with immigrants eit he r of th eir ow n or of an y
other race." Alt ho ug h ge ne ra lly cons ide re d a lowland family, it is
believ ed that th ey w er e a bran ch of th e Ross-shire gael, th at is, of
th e native geal of th e in land parts of th e North of Scotland. The
ori gin al manuscript of 1450 confirms thi s conclusion .

But no matter how high th eir or ig in, how R oyal th eir blood , or
how ex tensive th eir fo rme r possessions, wha t manner of m en are
th ese MacGregors and wha t cha racter do th ey bear ? H ist ory is not
silent on th ese poin ts . Li ke othe r cla ns hail ing from th e "land of the
mountain and the flood," physically th ey are me n of more th an or
din ary s ta ture, ru gged and st ro ng, and of vigorous an d alert me nta l
it y. No weaklings th ese, but real men , adve ntu ro us to th e last de
gree, able to end ure almos t incr edi ble har dships and always read y
to undertak e any en terprise, no matter how daring, in pu rsu ance of
th eir ideals and purposes. T hey are essentia lly men of th e warrior
typ e, fighters in th e batt le of life, never hesitating to ri sk th eir a ll,
eve n th eir blood, in defence of th eir rights or to resist wha t th ey
con sid er to be wro ngful op p ression.

T ro ublous has bee n th eir hist or y , man y th eir di scourag em ents,
fier ce th eir fights and grea t th eir suffe r ings in times past. T o th ese
fact s an d to this experience is due th eir stre ngth of cha racte r , se lf
relian ce and tenacity of purpose. For cen turies it was consi de re d
one of th e most fearless and warlike of th e clan s. S ir Walter Scott
bears testimon y to this in his sta te me nt th at th ey we re "famous for
th eir misfortunes and for th e in domitabl e courage which th ey ex
hibited as a clan ."

As far back as th e 11th Century, in th e time of Malcolm III, the
Ma cGr egors w ere in possession of th e ex te ns ive lands of Gleno rchy.
In the Ragman Roll of 1296 John of Glenorchy is called "the Son of
Gr eg or. " A ncient ly, to o, th ey possessed wide tract s of territory on
both sides of L och T ay, st ill ca lled T U ARUITH and D E ASN UITH,
or North and So uth. T he Ch ief exe rcised und isputed sway over th e
member s of th e Cla n, eve n possessing, in th ose days, th e power of
life a nd death. In 1603 fierce battles were fought between th e Mac
Gregors an d Colquh ouns in which the latter were vanquished . As
la te as 1744 th e Chi ef of th e Clan was sty led "The Lord Warde n of
th e Hi ghland Border s." L ocat ed, as th ey we re, near th e border, this
location was th e most dan gerou s which fat e could have ass ig ned to
th em. O win g to th e jealou sy of othe r trib es th ey becam e objec ts
of r etribution and punishment on th e part o f authori ty to an ex te nt
unknown in th e anna ls of a ny other tribe. T hey naturally resisted
Court-grant s whi ch transferred th eir lands to others . In those days
it was held th at th e s tro ng a rm was th e best ti tle to pr opert y. T hei r
po ssessio ns in Argyleshire a nd Perthshi re th ey held by th e right
of th e sword-by cold steel, and th eir ene mies believed th em to pos
sess an untameabl e and inn at e ferocit y w hich nothing could rem edy
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but complet e annihilation. Many and sang uina ry wer e the conflicts
in which th ey we re engaged in con sequen ce. It was but natural that
th e oppression and per secution to which th ey wer e subject made them
prone to ret aliate. Driven at tim es from their own lands by their
ene mies, th ey occup ied and ret ain ed fastnesses from w hich th ey could
not be dislodg ed. Food th ey obta ine d by m ean s of forays which alone
saved th em from utter extinction .

At la st , on th e ac cess ion to th e throne of Ch arles II, th ey com
m en ced to receive ju st ice ; th e variou s sta tutes agains t th e Ma cGre g
ors wer e annulled ; th ey we re reinstated in all of th e pri vileges of
liege subjec ts and ackn owledgment was op enl y made of th e distin
g uis hed loyal ty w hich th ey had shown. F rom th at time for ward th e
race of MacGregor ha s enjoyed all civic pri vil eges and has pr oudly
uph eld its reputat ion for faith ful a nd effec tive serv ice in wa r and
in peace- on the field of battle, in th e hall s of debate, and in th e
avocations of industry and com merce.

The grea t lesson s to be learnt from th ese facts in th e hi story of
th e nobl e fam ily o f MacGr egor are manifest. They are that unjust
treatment develops initi ative, th at out of hardship and suffer ing comes
st re ng th and that w ro ngful oppression but fost er s and increa ses that
love of liberty and ind epend en ce th at nothing can destroy. Wisdom
a nd courage are the dis t ing uishing cha racte rist ics of th e MacGr egor s
of to day. As Sir W alt er Scott , speaking of Rob Roy (himself a Mac
Gregor) exp resses it :

"Say , th en, th at he wa s w ise as brave,
As wi se in th ou ght as bold in deed."

•
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WILLIAM W. HILL (II )

By HIS S ISTER, M ARY THERESE HII,I,.

William W. Hill 2nd was th e eldes t son of William W. Hi ll 1st and
Mary Thomas Ma gruder . On his mother 's side he wa s a desc endant
from Alexa nder Magruder the Immigrant, and on his fa ther's side
from the early sett ler and landed proprietor , Clem ent Hill. H e was
born on November 5th, 1849 in th e an cestral home of th e Hill fami ly,
Ba ltimore Manor, Prince George' s County, Mar y land, wh ich wa s a
grant of on e thou sand acres and is st ill in th e possession of the fam ily
having descended fr om fath er to son for over three centuries. ,

I n his very early youth he att end ed the country school near his hom e,
and as soon a s he was old enoug h to go alon e, he went daily to the
Academy in histori c B laden sb urg about ten mi les away. In the early
mo rning he wo uld mount hi s black pon y Josh and go off w histling
m erri ly, his devoted se tte r dog, Bob, would foll ow to the top of th e
hill and watch until Josh and his small rid er wer e ou t of sight. At
four o' clock in the afternoon Bob wou ld go to his post on the to p
of t he pill and take up his wat ch . Soon he would be rewarded by
hearing th e thud of Josh 's hoo fs as he came ar ound th e bend in the
ro ad, always in a ga llop, both horse and rid er being anxiou s to ge t
home, th e latter to th e nice dinner kept hot for him, and little J osh
to his warm sta ble and ample feed.

A t th e age of six tee n ye ars William ente re d Georget own College
in Washington, D . C., whe re he acquitted himself with great credit.
At th e age of twenty he we nt to Ne w York to accept a position in
th e lar ge cotton br ok erage hou se of W ood ward, S tillma n and Smith,
w he re in time he arose to th e pos ition of junior partner . At th e deat h
of Mr. William Woodward of th e above firm, he became Manager of
th e H anover Safe D epo sit Company of New York Cit y.

His love for th e old hom e in Maryland g rew greate r as th e years
pa ssed , and wh enever it was possib le he would leave the bu sy city
of New York to spe nd wha t time he cou ld ther e, and though he had
traveled ex tens ive ly bot h at home and ab road, he said th er e was no
spot which he had ever seen so beautiful to him, as his loved home
in Southern Mary land.

Had th e American Clan Gr ego r Society be en organized during his
lifetime he would have been an ent hu sia stic member, as he was very
pr oud of' his Scotch descent an d wo uld have taken grea t pride an d
plea sure in th e active work of th e Society.

He remained unmarried, and upon th e death of our parent s became
more like a fa ther t han a brother, especia lly to the writer of this
sligh t sketch , he being the eldes t, and I the youngest, of nin e .chil
dr en . Being a man of fine in tellect , and nob le impulses, he wa s
looked up to and depended upon by not only hi s own family and
close relatives, but by friend s and acquaintances also. H e departed
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thi s life on May 25th, 1907 in New York City and was laid to rest
in the family cemet ery at th e old homest ead , having design ated to
a brother on his la st visit home, the spot in which he desir ed to be
laid . Truly it can be said, "T he mem or y of th e dead is in th e hearts
of th e living ."

Genealogy :

William W. Hill 2nd wa s th e son of William W . Hill 1st a nd Mary
Thomas Ma gruder ; grandson of Thomas, and Mar y Clarke Ma
g ru der; grea t grandson of Isaac Gran dison, and Rebecca Beall Ma 
grude r; g rea t-grea t-g ra ndson of John and Susa nna Smith Magruder ;
g rea t-grea t-grea t-gra nds on of Sa muel and Sara h Beall Magruder; and
grea t-great-great-gre at-g ra ndso n or in th e fifth degr ee of kindred from
Al exander Ma cGreg or th e Mar yland immigr ant.
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COLONEL JOHN BOWIE MAGRUDER, C. S. A.*

COLONEL 57TH R EGIMENT VIRGI NI A I NF ANTRY, ARMISTEAD'S

B RIGADE, PICKETT' S DIVISION, L ONGSTREET' S C ORPS,

ARMY OF NO RTHE RN VIRGINI A.
COMPILED

By his brother , Dr. Edward May Magruder, of Charlottesville, Va.,
from th e writ ings an d sta te me nts of Li eutenant Colon el Wil1iam

H . Stewar t, C. S. A., H . E . Magruder, C. S. A., and othe r
com rades in arms of th e same g lorio us army , who kn ew

and se rve d with him per sonally.

J oh n Bowie Magruder was th e second child and eldes t son of the
H onor abl e Benja m in H enry Magruder (See Biograp hy of B. H. M.
in Yea r Book of th e Ameri can Clan Gregor Society, yea r 1921) and
Maria Lou isa Mino r an d was born at Sco t tsville, Alb emarle County,
V irgi nia, November 24, 1839. H e was likewi se th e great-gra ndson of
Garrett Min or , member of th e "Co mmittee of Safety " for th e Brit.
ish America n Coloni es in 1775.

In 1844, w hen ] ohn was five years old, hi s par ents moved to th eir
plantation , " Glenmor e," in the sa me county, seven mil es from Char
lottesvill e an d abo ut five mi les from " Mo ntice llo," th e hom e o f
Thom as ] effcrson. All th ese places are o n th e Ri vanna Ri ver, th e
o ne above th e othe r, th e fir st nam ed bein g th e low est down stre am .

You ng Magruder was educate d a t pri va te schoo ls, among others the
Albem arl e Milita ry Academy un der th e m an agem ent of hi s cousi n,
Colonel J ohn Bowi e Stra nge of th e 19th R egim ent V irgi nia Infantry,
C. S. A., and at th e University of Virg inia, where he ma triculate d in
1856, a tte nding th e latter ins ti tutio n until he received th e degree of
Mast er of Ar ts in Jun e 1860. Hi s plan w as to tea ch scho ol for one
year and then take a course a t th e Univers ity of H eid elberg , Germa ny ,
pre para to ry to studying L aw.

When th e tocsin of th e "War Bet ween th e Sta tes" sounde d in the
sp r ing (April) of 1861 he was teaching at E. B. Smith 's Academy in
Culpeper, Va. He at once ga ve up th e po sition and his cheris hed plans
and studied Military T acti cs for three months at the Virgini a Mi litary
Inst itute at L exi ngt on , V irginia. A fte r comp leting his stud ies th ere
he came hom e and organized , fro m Albemarle and F luvanna Counties,
a mi litary compa ny ca lled th e "R ivanna Guards" and wa s com mis
sioned it s Captain July 22, 1861. With thi s company he th en proceeded

*As a short sk etc h of Colonel J . B. Ma gruder has already been
printed in the Year Book of th e Ameri can Clan Gr egor Society the
brother s and siste r of Colon el Magruder paid for th e printing of this
sketch.
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to Richmond where it was assigned first to the 32nd Regiment of
Virginia Infantry, but on September 23rd follo win g it was assign ed
as Compan y " H " to th e 57th R egiment of V irginia Infantry com
manded by Col on el E . F . K ean , w ho was so on succee de d by Colon el
L ewis A. Armis tead, aft er wards th e gallant Bri gadi er Gener al who
was one of the lead er s in th e ma gnificent charg e of Pickett's D ivision
at Gettysburgh and lost his life th er e at th e "High W at er Mark"
of th e Con federacy.

Capt ain Magruder 's first ind epend ent field service was on th e south
side of J am es Riv er wh er e on April 29, 1862, with a garrison of 250,
he was in com mand of Fort Dillard on th e Chowan Riv cr in North
Carolin a ; but he was mo ved to th e north side of th c J ames in time for
th e grea t struggle with Ma cCl ellan 's Gr and Army in th e "Seven Days
Batt le A ro und R ichmond" in th e summe r of 1862. His first impor
tant engageme nt wa s in th e blo ody attack of th e Confederates on
Malvern Hill in the sa me great battle, in which his compan y, in forty
mi nutes, lost 27 men out of 60, nearly 50 per cent. of casualt ies-a very
heavy loss.

H e next took his command to Cedar Mountain ag ain st Banks of
P op e's army, arrivin g when Jackson had a bout won th e battle, and
th en to Second Manassa s, pa ssin g through Thoroughfare Gap with
L on gstreet , who struck Pope's left flank, w hich was fighting to de
feat Jackson before L ongstreet' s arrival, and put th e F eder als to com
plet e rout, Soon afte r this his compa ny to ok part in J ackson 's at
ta ck on H arper 's F erry, whi ch soo n surre nde re d, and th ence th ey
marched to the aid o f Gen eral L ee at Anti etam (Sharpsburgh, Mar y
land), whe re th e Confederates w er e outnumber ed 20 to on e. The
delay at H arper 's Ferry save d th e compan y from th e severest fight
ing and g re at loss a t Antiet am.

In th e lan gu age of Li eutenant Colon el Stewart, C. S. A., "The
supe rb co urage and soldie r ly bearing of Captain Ma gruder attract ed
th e attenti on of his Superiors and on July 23, 1862, he wa s pr omoted
to th e rank of Li eutenant Col on el of th e 57th R egiment, jumpin g the
rank of Major."

On December 12, 1862, th e Re giment took part in the Battle of
Frederi cksburgh and on Januar y 12, 1863, Li eut enant Col onel J ohn
Bow ie Magruder was made Colon el of th e 57th Regiment, Virginia
Infantry, A rm is tead's Bri gad e, Fickett's Division, Lon gstreet 's Corps,
Army of Northern Virg inia ; he was th en 23 years o ld. Colonel Armi
stea d had been made Bri gadier Gener al. Ma gruder spent the rest of
the winter with L on gstreet in th e Suffolk Campaign.

On Ap r il 7, 1863, he wa s pr esident of a ge neral court martial , and
al so pr esid ent of a board of officers appointed by Congress for the
removal of incompetent officers.

It is when an officer is thrown, with an indepcndent command, upon
hi s own resources that he sh ow s the mettle of which he is made. In

•
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Ap ril 1863 an ind ependent and det ached comm and, made up of the 11th ,
17th , and 57th, Regiments o f Virgini a I nfantry , Macon 's Batt ery of
four pieces of artille ry, and one company of Cavalry, in all 1200 or 1500
m en , wa s placed under Co lonel Magruder's command and sta tioned on
the highway leading from White Marsh, Vi rg inia, to E denton, North
Carolina, ab out fou r mil es from Suffolk, Vi rginia. T he latt er town
was being beseiged by General Longstreet in orde r to a llow hi s quar
termast er s a nd commissaries to ga the r supp lies from th e tid e water
sect ions of Virginia and North Carolina fo r th e Army of Nor the rn
Virgini a, th en under L ee, facing H ooker on th e Rappahannock. Major
Gener al Pickett with th e rest of his division was holding th e Som
merton road.

Opposed to Magruder wa s th e celebrated Irish Brig ade of F ederals
under Bri gadier Gen er al M ichael Corcoran consisting , acc ording to
F ederal reports, of 5000 I nfantr y, 10 pieces of ar ti llery, a nd 500
cavalry (ab out five full companies), in all about 6000 men- four or
five to Magruder' s one.

Colon el Ma gruder, by judiciou s fortifyin g and exte ns ive wiring of all
approaches with telegraph wire, suc ceeded in holding the en emy at
bay for two w eeks, alt houg h heavily attacked on two occ as ions and
greatl y outnumber ed, until L on gstreet was called to th e aid of L ee at
th e exp ect ed Battle of Chancellorsvill e.

The Feder al s mad e an attack on Magruder 's lin es on April 21, 1863,
and were summa ri ly repul sed . On A pril 24 th ey came again, heavily
rein forced, and wer e still mo re disastrously defeat ed. T he Li eut enant
Co lonel of th e 169th New York Infant ry reported that the Confederate
fire in th is battle wa s "A we ll directed, continuou s, and unabat ing,
shower of shell, grape, and canister;" after th is the Federals kep t a t
a re spectful distance.

Ma gruder was highly complimented on his skill and efficie ncy as
shown in this campaign, and his splendid m anagement and the gal
lant conduct of his troops were duly appreciated and acknowledge d in
th e following ge nera l order :

H eadquarter s Pickett's Divi sion ,

April 25, 1863.
"Colonel:

The Ma jor Genera l (Picke tt) commanding directs me to say
tha t it affo rds him grea t pleasure to acknowledge th e important
services of yo urself and command during th e tim e th at you held
th e import ant po sition on th e W hite Marsh road. A ll the dispo
sitions yo u made to receive the enemy, a nd especially the ma nner
in which you received th em, and notwi th standing their g reat ly
sup erior numbers repulsed them, me et s with special approval. H e
desir es yo u to express his approval in orders to Macon's Battery,
th e 11th Virginia I nfant ry , K emper's Brigade, th e 17th Virgin ia
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Infantry, Corse's Brigade, and your own gallant R egiment, th e
57th .

Very re spectfuIly you r ob ed ient servant,

Ro. Johnson, A. A. G."

Upon receivin g th e above order Colonel Ma gruder issued cong ratula
ti ons to his troop s.

Li eu tenant Colon el Stewart ag ain says : " I t did not ta ke lon g to
find out J oh n Bowie Magruder was terribly in ea rnes t in all th e wo rk
assigned to him and it was known throu ghout th e Di vision th at he
was a man of ability and br avery far beyond th e average, and he was
held in high est estee m by his super iors as weIl as by th e m en under
him."

L ong street had been ordered to move promptly to th e suppor t of
L ee on th e R app ah annock; but he dela yed in order to call in his wagon
tra in w hich was scatte re d over a wid e area ga the ring supplies . H e
saved a ll his wagons , but his slow ness and failure to arrive in time
pr even ted Lee capturing H ook er 's entire army with a vastl y supe rior
wagon tr ain. L ong st reet withd rew fr om S uffolk on th e night of May
4, 1863, and his adva nce reach ed Ashl and , forty mil es from Cha nc c1
lorsvi lle, as H ooker's army was escaping over th e river. H ad Lon g
s treet bee n thir ty mil es nea re r he could hav e pr ot ect ed L ee's rear fr om
Sedgwick at Sa lem Church and saved L ee th e necessit y of allowing
H ook er to cross th e river unmo les te d in orde r to pr otect his ow n rear
fr om Sedgwick, who had crossed th e Rappahannock at Frederi cks
burgh and had dri ven E arly's mu ch smaller force from Fred
ericksb urg h t owards R ichmond. L on gstreet's slowness in coming and
E ar ly's mi stake in retreating towards Richmond inst ead of tow ards
L ee's a rmy saved th e F ed eral army at Chancellorsvill e. .

T he 57th R egiment march ed to Richmond where it remain ed about
a week, as th e gre at Battle of Chan cellorsviIle was over ; th enc e it
m oved to an encampme nt wit hin two mil es of H anover Junction to
m ak e prepara tio ns for th e advance into P enn sylvania.

During the winte r in whic h Colonel Magruder w as near Suffolk
he had furlo ug hed many of his men on condition that th ey eac h re
turn w ith one or mor e recruits. These terms we re accepted an d whe n
he reach ed General Lee he carri ed a regiment 800 st rong inst ead of
300 or 400 th e av erage size , and relieved a whole Bri gade on th e fr ont,
being asked by th e Bri gadier Gen eral whom he relieved, "Whose
Brigade are yo u commanding."

His last letter home wa s rec eived about this time and in it he mani
f est ed g rea t interest in hi s very lar g e re giment and in what he hop ed
to make of it. In thi s letter he mentioned having bou ght a th orough
bred horse, a little bay named " Bacc hus," for $600, a new uniform for
$ 180, book s $80, etc. He wa s small in size, weighing onl y about 130
pounds. H e little dr eamed that in less than forty days he would be
no more and his fine reg iment wreck ed "on th e field of glory."

•
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In June 1863, L ee mo ved north fo r th e invasion of P enn sylvania
and on J un e 24 Pi ckett's Di vision wi th th e 57th crossed th e P oto ma c
at William sport, Maryland, and ente ri ng Ch arnb er sburgh, P ennsyl
va nia, on June 27, marched throu gh th e town and encamped on the
Yo rk Road abo ut four miles out. The Division was de tained her e three
or four days destroyi ng railroad depots , works hops, and pu bl ic ma
chinery.

On July 2, 1863, a t 2 a. m ., th e 57th regiment m ar ch ed w ith Lon g
stree t's Corps 23 mil es to within 3 m iles of Ge ttysburgh whe re it was
halt ed to rest. Early in th e m orning o f July 3 it m oved to L ee's line
of battle and in th e a fte rnoon took part in th e famo us cha rge of Pi ck
ett's Division on Cem et er y H eights which shattered and immor ta l
ized th at sp lend id Di vision. T he 57th Regim ent wen t in to th e ba tt le
with 471 m en , of who m only 120 returned to Lee's lin es- a loss of 75
per cent. in kill ed , w ounded, and captured. The cannon ading of th e
F ederal lines began a t I p. m . and th e charge was at 3 p. m.

Colon el J ohn Bowie Magruder fell in th at supe rb cha rge, mortall y
wounded, w ithin 20 s teps of th e ene my's cannon sho ut ing, "Come on,
men ; come on ; the guns are ours." H e was str uck by two musket
ball s, r eceivin g one in th e left breast and one un der th e r ight arm,
th e two crossing in th e ches t. H is orde r ly offered to take him to th e
rear for surgica l a ttent ion but he refused th e offe r and orde re d him to
"go on and do his duty." W hen the D ivision was for ced bac k hi s men
again came to him and insist ed on taking him back with th em , bu t he
again declin ed assist an ce say ing tha t he was hopelessly wo unded and
comman ding th em to "save th em selves as bes t th ey could." H e was
m ad e pri son er on th e spot wh er e he thu s glor iously fell an d was car
ri ed by th e enemy to th e Federal Fi eld H osp ital in or near Gettys
burgh, w here he was attended by a cap ture d Confederate surgeon and
lan gui sh ed in great pai n until July 5, w he n hi s nob le sp iri t took it s
flight.

H e was a memb er of th e Epsi lon A lpha Fraternity a nd a F ra te rn ity
Mat e, a Fede ral Ge neral, caused his rem ain s to be en cased in a met al 
lic coffin and sent under flag of truce, in O ctob er foll owing, to Ri ch
mond and th en ce to his hom e, Glenmo re , w he re he was buri ed .

Pickett's Di vision number ed about 4,800 men and all but 1,000
we re kill ed , wounded or captured in th e charge-a loss of about 80
per cent.

As an evide nce of th e consideration ofte n show n th e unfortunate
during the st ress of war, all of his per son al effec ts finally reach ed his
hom e without any spe cia l effort on th e part o f his relati ves. His or 
derl y soo n appea re d at " Glenmore" w ith his hor se and some light ar
t icles sta ting how he had left him dying on th e field of battle. Within
a year Colonel Be nne tt Taylor, a neighbor in A lbemarle and Colon el
of the 19th Virginia Infantry, who had been badly wounded and placed
in the sam e ho spital with Col on el Magruder, when exc ha nge d brought
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home h is wa tc h, knife, and a lock of his ha ir . When, in th e spring of
th is year, Colonel Magrude r hu rriedl y left th e neigh borhood of Suf
folk wi th L ongstr eet he deposit ed hi s tru nk at a farm house. Some
ti me a fte r the wa r forty dollars in silver wa s sent by express fro m
the Black Wate r Ri ver nea r Suffo lk and in a few days th e trunk ar
riv ed. T he parties holdin g th ese thin gs for tidings o f th e ow ner fi
na lly opened th e trunk in orde r to find out where it belonged.

Again quotin g Lieutenant Colonel Stewart : "Like the Grea t Napol
eon, he (Colonel Magruder) was much younger than the officers
he commanded , whic h cau sed him to be reserved in his as soc iatio ns
wi th th em, but he was always cou r teous and kind, an d was eve r
tho ug htful of his private so ldie rs and saw that they rec eived whatever
should come to them, lending a sympathetic ea r to their tr oubles."

On one occasion , soon after th e "Battles Aro und Ri chmond," his
yo unger brother, H or ati o, visi te d him in ca mp near th e city and J ohn
invited him one day to accompany him into Richmond. The yo ung
broth er anticipated a great time, bu t the day was spent by th e Colon el
in visiting and administe ring to his sick and wounded so ldie rs .

W. P . Goo de, one of Colon el Magrude r 's men , thu s writes of him :
" I was not at first favorab ly impressed wi th o ur little boy Colon el,
bu t I soo n learned wha t a ge nius we had. H is ste rn ness and disci
pline commanded submissi on and his fairness respect while his pe rpet
ual dr illing m ade us one . His fond ness for chargi ng ove r all ob sta cles
we deem ed mu ch overdone, but it proved th e grea tes t feat of our a rmy
under hot fire. In his last charge, on approachin g a hou se and gro unds
th at we re in th e way of his tr oops, Co lonel Magruder 's voice ra ng
out distinctl y on second company, 'Obstacle.' Capt ain Smi th gave th e
proper com mand and whe n th e obstacle was properly passed, th e com
m and, 'D ress, mar ch ,' ca me dist inc tly fro m both Colonel and Capt ain
an d not a man had a chance to skulk behind th e house out of dan ger.
This was th e last utteran ce heard fro m eit her officer. Our little col
onel obtained th e grea test love and adm iration of eve ry pat riot ic sol
dier under him."

Col on el Clement R. Fonta ine, th e last Col on el of this glor ious R egi
m ent, sa id of him : "Colonel Magruder, by a sys te m of stric t dis
ciplin e, drills , et c., soo n bro ug ht th e Regiment to a degree of effi
ciency never before attained. No t eve n under Colon el (afte rwards
Brigadi er Ge nera l) Arm istea d was th e Regiment in so good tri m for
effective serv ice as Magruder had it. H e was a man of rare excel
lence both in point of educa tion and natural ability and pr omi sed to
m ake h is mark in any sp here he might be ca lled to occupy. H ad he
survived the Battle of Gettysburgh he would hav e been mad e a Briga
dier General (a t th e age of 23 ye ars) in pla ce of Arimst ead who was
killed in tha t battle, That was th e sentiment of the w hole Brigade."

Li eutenant Jam es Watson Ma gruder , C. S. A. , a fir st cou sin , writ
ing from camp near F re dericks burg , Au gu st 8, 1864, said : " F rom last



P ROCEEDI N GS OF F OURTEENTH A N N UAl, GATH ERI NG 43

information, J ohn now sleeps among th e ga lla nt sp ir its w ho th at day
bore ou r banner so nobly agains t th e ram parts of th e enemy on th e
battle field in a foreign land . If so, he died w ith his laurels th ick up on
him. I saw him in L oudoun , a sho r t while befor e th e army left Vi r
g inia, looking better and in better spi rits th an I 'ever knew him . It
almost disposes m e to quar rel wit h the decrees of heaven when he, th e
nobl est of us all, in th e flow er of his yo ut h, is thus u nt imely cut off.
Why could not othe r m en, who might be better spa re d, be taken in
his stead? But our country demands the nobles t for her alta rs. O ur
grief in increased by th e fac t th at our coun t ry cannot afford to lose
suc h m en."

Lieut enant Colon el Stewar t finall y says: "Yes, J ohn Bowie Ma
gruder, in th e bud of his manhood, in th e twenty-fourth year of his
age, fell for the glory of his coun try in the g reat battle whic h turned
th e destin y of th e So uth. Hi s na me is enrolled amo ngst th e her oes of
his Al ma Ma te r, the Universi ty of Vi rgi nia, an d list ed wit h th e dead

. on th e field of battle, whose courage and chivalry made th e immor ta l
fam e of th e Army of Northern Vi rgi nia. Colonel J oh n Bowie Ma 
gr ude r was exalte d in patriotism , rich in chivalry, pu re in heart, emi
nent in a ll th e adorn me nts w hic h make a true man an d nobl e war
rior - a yo ung so ldie r of fa ith an d nerve w ho fought and fell-fo ug ht
and fell 'for the r ight s and nam e of his count ry as heroicall y as th e
Mac Gr egors (of who m he was a descendant ) o n th e hills of Scotland I"

I t will be see n from th e fo regoing th at Colonel J ohn Bowie Ma 
grude r persona lly took part in two of th e grea t milita ry ac hievements
of hist ory , th e cha rge of the Con federa tes on Ma lvern Hill below
Ri chmond, V irg inia, in 1862, throu gh whic h he passed un scath ed, and
th e cha rge of the Confeder at es on Ce me tery H eights at Gettysburgh,
Pennsylvania, in 1863, in whic h he fell morta lly wounded . T hese rank
with th e defence of th e Greeks at T he rmopylae, th e stand of H oratius,
H erminius, an d Lartius, a t th e bri dge of ancient R om e, th e cha rge of
th e Bri ti sh L ight Brigade at Balaklava, an d th e cha rge of th e Old
Guard of Napoleon at Waterloo.

O ne of th e prevailing cha rac te ris tics an d rul es of his life was th or 
oug h pr epar ation for wha t he proposed to do . This is shown in the
th or ough educationa l training (Maste r of Arts, teaching schoo l, and
proposed course of st udy at H eidelber g ) th at he had mapped out for
him self pr ior to th e s tudy of his ch osen profession, L aw ; in his st udy
of Milita ry T actics a t th e Virginia Military I nstitute in 1861 befor e en
teri ng th e army; in th e th or ou gh discipline and drill of his m en at all
t imes; in th e th or ough forti fica tion of his positi on near Suffo lk, Vi r 
ginia, when expecting a Fede ra l a ttack; in th e effec tive m ethod of
re cruiting his regiment and pr eparing it for th e Gettysburgh campaign ;
etc.

To the ab ov e may be added a cons cie ntiousness in th e discharge of
duty that kn ew no compromise, a keen sense of fairness and ju stice to
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all men, a firmn ess of purpose th at never yielded to weakness, and a
m agnificent Christian characte r ge nera lly .

The fo llowing incident corroborates the adage, "Trut h is stranger
th an ficti on ": On July 5, 1916, 53 years aft er th e Battle of Gettys
burgh, th e arti cle printe d belo w appea re d in the W ellin gton, Ohio,
Enterprise, written by Mr. H enry O. Fifi eld , E dito r of that paper, who
wa s a gall ant and chiva lrous Fede ra l so ldier a t t he aforesaid battle
a nd wa s with Colon el Magruder whil e he w as a pri son er and whe n he
died. T he art icle in question wa s headed and worded as follo ws:

D EATH OF COLONEL MAGRUDER.

"Colon el (J . B. ) Magruder of the Conf ed erate Army wa s shot
and died from wounds received at Ge ttysburg, on th e 3rd day of
July, 1863, and it happ en ed to be th e duty of the writer to be at
th e 2nd Divi sion, 2nd Corp s, Fi eld Hospital, when th e Colonel,
who was capture d in Pi ck ett's Charg e, was brought in by the
vet er an s for treatment. His wounds wer e mortal but he died
ga me, belon gin g to a family th at was among th e high est in th e
O ld Dominion in th e days before the war for the Union was be
g un. H e was a dist ant cou sin of Gener al Magruder of York
town fame an d, like his cou sin , was a bra ve and galla nt so ldier.
W e saw th e captured Confederate surgeon working over him as
he lay upon th e blanket spread out upon the ground, and near him
wer e twenty -five or more Confederate officers in line, w ho had
ju st been rem oved from th e amp utat ion tables, w he re th ey lost
legs and arms and other po rtions of th eir bodies.

" I t wa s a nov el sig ht to us, but it was a resu lt of war. T hey
wer e a fine lot of chap s and were plea sant to us.

" Colone l Magruder was about 30 ye ars of age (he w as only 23
years old ) , ju dgin g from his appe ara nce, and had a splendid form
and features. Hi s new g ray uniform wa s besmeared with blood
and dirt, but hi s countenance showed th at he was a man of great
inte llige nce and a born commander. We of th e Union Army
recogn ized th ese traits in th ose who wore th e g ray , for we al
wa ys felt who ever wo n the fight it wa s an American Vic tory.
The Confederate soldiers wer e brave and daring fig ht er s, an d
History has r ecorded th e deeds don e by th em as well as those
of th e soldiers of th e No r th. It wa s a cru el war to say th e least,
and was lar ge ly brought about on account of poli tica l differ ences
between the s tatesme n of the two se ctions . But we are now
thankful th e 'unpleasantness' is ended and that fifty odd years
later th e two sections are united and sta nd ready to meet all
comers from an y other ( country) and in defence of 'O ld Glory'
and the Unite d States."

A copy of th e W ellington Enterprise, containing the article printe d
above, was sent by a fri end to th e writer of this biography (E. M.
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Ma gruder ) w ho immediat ely w ro te to th e Edito r of th at paper a let
ter of appreciation and th anks. H e soo n received fr om Mr. Fi field
a photograph of himself and th e subjo ine d letter which, to gether with
th e aforesaid article, show him to be a brave, ge nero us, courageous,
sympathe tic , foe (?) who has th e cou rage of hi s conv ictions an d recog
nizes merit eve n in foemen , and who was a fight ing, no t a parlor , sol
dier , and is willing to " Le t th e dead past bury it s dead ." T ruly he
belon gs to th e days of Chi valry which, he has proved , are not ye t
over.

W ellin gton, Ohio, Aug. lO, 1916.
(Dr. E. M. Magruder ),

" My dear Doctor :

Your kind and appreciative letter is at han d and conte nts not ed.
I was g lad to' receive th e same a nd to know th at yo u like what I
said about your br ave brother w ho fell at Ge ttysburg h 53 ye ars
ago last 3rd of July. I ju st happen ed to see him befor e they took
him to a hospital in rear of th e F ield H ospital , for my captain
had been morta lly wo unded in th e sa me cha rge, and died soo n
afte r, an d it becam e my painf ul duty to bury him near the hos
pit al lat er in th e day. 'War is hell ' and no m ist ak e. I had three
years of it and now, at 7S yea rs of age, am sa tis fied to let 'By 
go nes be bygones.' No blo ody shir t in mine, alt ho ug h I am a be
liever in th e flag and coun t ry united ju st th e sa me. My regimen t
was th e 1st Minnesota I nfantry, th e firs t regiment to be accepted
by Mr . Lin coln at the firs t ca ll for three months ' m en, and th e
boys saw a lot of hard se rvice. I was in Bull Run, July 21, 1861,
and th ey say I outran th e army int o W ashi ngton. Our g reates t
loss was at Ge ttysburgh on th e 2nd of July, afte r Sick les fail ed
to hold th e Trostle H ouse on th e Emmettsburgh R oad, an d 'it hap
pened a few min utes before dark. We we re ordered by Han
cock to cha rge W ilcox and Ba rks da le's Br igad es and stop th em,
if possibl e, until aid cou ld be received wh ich was near a t hand.
We did th e job all right, but th e litt le command was nearly w ipe d
out in ten minutes. W e we nt into ac tio n 265 st ro ng a nd came
out with 47 men and no t a man skulked or was un account ed fo r.
Our loss a t this time was 83 pe r cen t. O ur co lors fell seven
tim es. It was th e hottest place I eve r expe r ience d. W e succeeded
in stopping th e 'J ohnnies' and killing Barksdale, but our Co lonel,
Li euten ant Col on el, Maj or , adjutant, and eight Captain s, were
eit her kill ed or wo unde d; in ot he r wo rds, 17 out of 23 officers
were laid low. I give yo u thi s sketc h ju st to let yo u know a short
sto ry of Ge ttysburg h.

I have looked ove r yo ur boo k and am pleased to not e th at yo u
are of Scot ch descent. Y our brother 's picture brings to m em ory
his appearance at th e time he was wo unded. When J saw him
his face was side ways. H e looked bri ght and brave and all about
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him felt sorry for h im. I am glad the 'unpleasantness ' is past
and th at we are still a united country. Yo ur letter is appreciat ed,
for it shows a good heart and spir it. Sho uld I eve r visit your sec
tion I sha ll be pleased to meet yo u. The southern soldiers we re
brave and ga llant an d th ey, like th e boys in blu e, are rapidly
passing to th at count ry from whose bourne no t rave ller returns.
I send yo u my last picture tak en on Memori al Day, 1916,"

Yours truly,
H . O. F ifield.
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"AN OLD LAND GRANT IN GEORGIA."

By RODERT L EE M AGRUDER, JR.

Chi ef am on g my pri zed po ssession s is an ori gin al land gra nt from
th e Sta te of Geor gia , dat ed December 16th, 1833, be aring th e sig na
ture of Wilson L um pkin, Governor, and attached th er et o :I w ax im 
pr ession of th e Great Sea l of th e S ta te of Geor gia.

This old land gra nt is highly inte resting, in th at it bears th e bold
signature of Wilson Lumpkin, one of Geo rgia's leadin g patriot s
holding every politi cal office within th e gift of Geo rgians, sta te sen
a tor, go verno r, congressman and U ni te d Sta tes Se na to r. No gov
ernor has ever sen t to th e legi slature abler m essag es, covering so
wid e a ran g e of topics. H e was keenly interest ed in railroad s, pub
lic educa t ion and th e ac quisit ion of th e Indian lands.

Althou gh heat and clim ati c cha nges have m elt ed so me of the wax
upon th e paper, th e Great Seal of Georg ia is s till intact in its wa x
impression, bearing th e Georgia Coat of Arms, con sisting of three
pillars supp ort ing an arc h on which is engraved th e wo rd "Cons ti
tution ," and wrapped about th e pillar s th e words "W isdom," " Mo der
a tion" and "J usti ce"-indicating th at "Wisdom" should be shown
by th e legislat ur e in maki ng th e laws, " Mo dera tio n" by th e executive
officer s in enf orci ng them, and "J us ti ce" by th e cour ts in their de
cisions.

The Geor gia-Indian controve rs ies we re matter s of ve ry wide int er 
es t in th e mi ddle eig hteen-twenties (Cree k) an d th e ea rly thirt ies
(Cher ok ee). A ll of th e other sta tes, whic h had Indian problems on
th eir hands, we re muc h conce rned w ith th e Georg ia co ntes ts a s for e
casting th e lat er Indian po licy of th e nation, and th e pol it icians ev
er ywher e we re exe rcised over th e pr obable effect up on th e doctrine
of sta te's rights. I n suc h sta tes as we re erec te d fro m Fe dera l " te rri
tori es," th e title of th e public lands was vest ed in the U nite d States
go ve rn me nt. H owever , in th e case of one of th e origina l sta tes, like
Georgia, the pub lic lands, afte r th e ex t ing uis hmen t of th e Indian titles
wer e th e property of th e sta te.

Wil1iam MeIntosh , Chi eft ain , and others of th e Cr eek Nation, as 
sembled at Indian Springs, Geor gia, in Februa ry of 1825, and agre ed
to se ll all of th eir lands in Geo rg ia. This tr eat y was concl uded on
th e 12th day of Feb ruary , 1825. Prot est s agains t its va lidity were
mad e at the time, but th e United S ta tes Sena te ratifi ed it, and John
Qunicy Ada ms signed it as o ne of his first ac ts as P resident of the
United Sta tes.

For a mor e det ail ed descri ption of th e Indian Ques tio n in Geor gia,
I refer to "T he South in th e Building of th e Nation ," Volume II,
pa ges 159 to 162.

By legislat ive ac t, fr om th e lands thus ac qu ire d, we re for me d the
counties of L ee, Mu scogee, Troup, Cowet a, a nd Carroll, and th ere
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was conferred upon th e Governor th e right of granting title to the
white immi grants.

A copy of th e ori gin al land gra nt in my possession is as follow s:'

" ST ATE OF GEORGIA.

By his Excellency WILSO N LUMPKI N Governor and Com
mander in Chi ef of th e Army and Navy of thi s Sta te , and of th e Mi
litia th er eof:

TO A L L WHOM TH E SE PRE SENTS S H AL L COME, GRE ET
I N G.

K NOW Y E, that in pursuan ce of th e several Acts of th e Gen eral
A ssembly of thi s Sta te, passed th e 9th of June and 24th of December
1825, and th e 14th and 27th of December, 1826, to make distribution
of th e Land acquired of th e Cr eek Na tion of Indian s, by a Treat y
concluded at th e Indian Springs , on th e 12th day of F ebruary, 1825,
and formin g th e counties of L ee, Muscogee, Troup, Co weta and Car
ro ll, in thi s Sta te, I HAVE GIVEN AN D GRA NTED, and by th ese
presents DO GIVE AN D GRA NT unto JOH N HOWARD, of Hi cks
Di strict, Pikes County, his heir s and ass ig ns for ever, all that TRACT
OR LOT O F L A ND, containing two hundred two and a half acres,
situat e, lyin g and being in th e Third District of th e 3rd Sec t ion, in th e
County of Troup , in said St ate, whic h sa id Tract or Lot of Land is
kn own and disting uish ed in th e plan of sa id District by th e Num ber
One Hundred and tw enty five, havin g suc h shape, form and marks as
ap pear by a plat of th e same her eu nt o annexed: T O HOLD th e sa id
Tract or Lot of Land, to gether wit h all and singular t he rights, mem
bers a nd appurte na nces th er eof, w ha tsoever, unto the sa id JOH N
H OWARD, his heir s and ass igns; to his and th eir proper use, bene
fit and behoof forever in fee simple.

GI V E N under my hand and th e Gr eat Sea l of th e said Sta te, thi s
SIXTEENTH day of DECEMBER in th e year eightee n hundred and
thirt y-three and of th e Independ enc e of the United States of Ame rica
th e fifty-eig hth.

S IGNED by Hi s Excellency th e Governor thi s th e 16th day of De
cemb er , 1833.

L . D. R UC KER, S. E. D. WILSO N LUM PKIN."

Att ac hed th ereto is a plat of the land thus gra nted.
In ink on th e r everse sheet is written :

"Gra nt to John Howard for Lot 125, 3d Troup, Dated December 15th,
1833, Sec re ta ry of States Office, Re gist er ed in Book Troup.---
Wm. A. T ennilly, Sec'y ."

Ninian Beall Ma gruder, son of Samue l Magruder III, was born in
P rince George's County, Maryland, November 22d, 1736. H e married
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Reb ecca Young, dau ghter of William Young, who died in Prince
George's County, Mar yland, in 1779, leaving his wife E lea nor and
childre n: Abraham, J ohn, E lizabeth Wheeler , E leano r Wallace, Wil
liam, Su sanna W allace, Sarah O 'Neal and Rebecca Magruder .

After th e Revolution , Ninia n Bea ll Magruder , removed from Mar y
land to Georgia, and sett led in th at pa r t of R ichmond Cou nt y, now
kn own as Columbia County, since Colu mbi a was carve d ou t o f Rich 
mon d in 1790.

N inian Beall Magruder 's will is on record at Appling, Geor gia, th e
county seat of Columbia County, in Will Book H, pages 193, 194 and
195. This will was mad e Octob er 17, 1809 and pr ob at ed Ma y 7, 1810.
Therefore he died be tween th e 17th of Oc tober, 1809, and th e 7th of
May 1810. The iss ue, as mention ed in th e will, were his two so ns ,
Sa m uel and William , and dau gh ter s, E leano r Bea ll, A llitha Dran e,
Sa ssandra Dran e, Mar gar et Sims, E lizabeth, Susa nna h Silve rs, and
Rebekah Robertson .

Sa m uel Magru der, son of Ninia n Beall Magruder , married Martha
Ell is, Febru ary 14, 1788. ( Ma r riage bond on file in Aug usta, Rich
mond County, Geo rg ia.) He died in Colu mb ia Cou nt y, Georgia, in
1812. H e left no will , but hi s es tate was admi niste red on, and aft er
ward divided among his widow and his ch ildre n. (A dminis tra tion
Book B, page 186, Columbia, County, Geo rg ia, records.)

The issue of thi s marriage we re H ezikiah, E dwa rd, Vir linda , Ann,
E liza, Martha, Sa mue l, H ar r iet and J am es, th e three last named dyin g
in chi ldhoo d. Ma rt ha (Ellis) Magruder, widow of Samuel Magruder,
died in 1839, an d lett er s of admi nistra tion on th e esta te we re g ranted
to th e dau ghter , Virl inda Magruder , on Nov ember 12, 1839.

H ezikiah Ma gruder was born J anuar y 31, 1790, in Columbia County,
Geo rgia. H e married Mary J on es, born June 25, 1791, she bein g the
dau ghter of David J on es.

Nearly all of th e Cr eek t ract lying above Macon , Georgia, a nd Co
lum bu s, Georgia, was known to be excellent land for cotton, and th e
public lan ds opened up by th e famo us tr eat y at Indian Spri ngs, at 
tract ed planter s to that part of Geor gi a her etof or e undevelop ed by the
"white se tt lers." Accompanied by his wife and childre n, Martha
Ann, J ames Randall, T homas Samuel, H arriet J ane an d Robert H ezi
kiah , he came to th e th en new coun ty of Meri weather, which was cr e
ated by L egi slat ive Ac t, Decem ber 14, 1827, from Troup County, and
nam ed for Ge nera l D avid Meri weather , a distingui sh ed officer of the
Sta te Militi a, fr equ ently employe d by th e Federal go vern me nt in
tr eaty negoti ations with th e Indian s. H ere, at th e county sea t, Gr een 
vill e, named for Gene ra l Na tha niel Gree ne, of th e Revolution , he bou ght,
on Februa ry 27, 1838, for th e sum of two th ou san d do llars "all th at
tr act or pa rce l of land situa te, lying an d being in the Coun ty of Meri
weat her, kno wn and distingui sh ed as lot number O N E H U NDRED
AND TWENTY FIVE in th e THIRD DISTRICT of said County,
containing two hundred two and on e half acres."
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I hav e in m y possession th e orig inal deed of purchase, w hich was
recorded April 14, 1845, Book H, pa ges 398 and 399, Clerk 's Office,
Superio r Court, Meri weather County , Georgia." By description thi s
is th e identi cal land as described in th e land grant before ment ioned.

H eziki ah Magruder built his home, acquired other la nds, and esta b
lish ed a lar ge planta tio n in Meri weather County, Georgia. The orig
inal hou se still stands, though somew hat cha nge d with th e yea rs .
H ekiki ah Magruder died Mar ch 21, 1864. Hi s wife died April 14,
1862. Both are buried in th e grove of oaks near th e house.

It gives me great pleasure to herewith present to American Clan
Gregor Society a photographic copy of the original land gra nt and the
deed of purchase as sold to my great grandf ather, H ezikiah Magruder .
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CENTENNIAL ODE-PART SECOND.

By ]. B. NICKLIN, J R.

1.

T o Gregor, third of A lpin's sons, we trace
T he length of all our line in joy and pride
That keep alive th e m emory of a race
Which oft for K ing and Country br avely died .
A kingly son hath given us roya l line
And rega l acts have marked its course alo ng,
So Malco lm's cou rage to the crested sign
An honor br ou ght because his arm was s tro ng;
The oak tr ee thus becam e armo ria l th en ,
The pine tr ee san k beyond MacGregor's ken.
T he twelfth among th e Chiefs of this ou r Clan
W as Gr egor of MacGregor; he whose so n
W as brother 's heir, and following out th e plan
W as founder of the line that is not done.
F or no w our titled Chieftain joys to trace
H is lin eage back unto th e Glenstrae John
Whose life was equa l to his royal race
Till dea th had cas t its fearful look upon.
The ye ars were passin g by with wa r and peace,
New ge nera tions came upon th e scene
Whose loyal hearts an d strong could never cease
To keep ancest ra l m em or ies eve r gree n.
Throu gh W illiam, J am es, and J ohn, th e proud descent .
Was co ming for ward to a bitter day
When Ch arles th e Second into ex ile we nt
A nd loyal Clansm en fe ll amid the fray:
Upon th e field of Worcester Jam es did fall
Whilc John and Alexa nde r kn ew th e w ay
Of captives in th e st reng th of Cromwell 's hall .

To Gregor, so n of Sco tland's K ing,
Whose praises still we s ta nd to sing ,
Our loyal fcalty now we bring
As don e in years of yorc;
T o others who have known of joy
And sorrow's eve r-d read alloy,
But most of all, our own Rob Roy,
W e render hom age more.
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So th en the cap tives o'e r th e sea were sent
T o brave an unkn own land
Where fam e th e unseen future wo uld command
To soo the their banishment
A nd bring a kinder morrow to thei r g rie f
That turned a tearful eye to Sco tland's stra nd
Where lived th eir own be love d an d loyal Chief
Whose wo rds we re laws to every man's be lief.
They knew that never again wo uld th ey beh old
T heir nat ive land th ough dea th th eir limbs unfold,
So bitter thoughts and fond th eir minds did fill,
But th ou ghts of ve ngeance sw iftly died away.
The past was left behind for good or ill,
T he future promised much in coming yea rs
When peace should bless th e bir th of thi s new day
T ha t bad e th em cas t as ide th eir ve ry fear s.

II.

I n Calvert 's haven refuge then was found
W here bir th an d educa tion to th eir ow n
Did come; six hund red ac res of th e g round
Were purc hased ere th' eventful yea r had flown.
U nto th is tract of land was given th e nam e

" Magrude r," destined here to come to fam e;
W hose ac res swift ly grew
T o Alexa nde r's view
While wealth and pro ud position also came.
H is foremost spouse was of a kindred near
To Calver t's noble line
Whose life and titl e st ill in honor shine
T hroug h every passing yea r.
H is second wife, like Ma rgare t , children three
Did bear him , w hile a third he lived to see
Ere death fr om every earthly t ie se t free.

o g lory of our nobl e Clan,
So long as mind and memory ca n
Con trol the heart and life of man ,
So lo ng our greatness thrives.
An d th us till end of time a nd race
We hold th e sp lendor of our place ;
In joy our line we pr oud ly tr ace
To th ose of bravest lives.

So from th e honor of hi s va nished place
Are many now who g lory in th eir ra ce.
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III.

The pa ssin g year s, a s still th ey com e to bring,
Unto the Founder of th e New World race
His ending brou ght and neither State nor King
Could tou ch the hon or s of hi s we ll won place.
His line three so ns continue d till ere lon g
The newer home was dear a like to a ll
And sons and dau ghter s waxing ye t m or e strong
Could g ladly heed th eir neighbor s' clarion call:
The Revolution spoke and thus th er e came
Full seve n a nd th irty of Magr uder 's nam e.
In martial rank or civil plac e
The fr equ ent dan ger s th ey did face
And won th e right to hear th e m eed of Fame.
The warrior 's laurels or th e states ma n's own,
The jurist's in th e ermine pr oudly worn
Till death it s ruthless sway had onward borne
And brought th e grief th at all hav e some time known.

-To win th e free dom of th eir s truggling land
F rom Bri tish kin g and Par liame nta ry foe,
From H essian host s th at greed of gold did show,
They joined th e for ces of th at br avest band
And fou ght as bravely as on Sco tland's shore
Or died as proudly as th eir sires of yo re.
When victo ry crowned th e lab or s of th eir Chief
And dimmed th e sharp ness of th e mourner 's g rief
The hand o f P eace her blessings did best ow
To heal th e gap ing wounds of W ar and she d
A light of pity whe re had been th e foe,
A holy lustr e w here no w slept th e dead .

Mac Alpin l How eac h heart awak es
With thrill of pride th at ne'er for sak es
A Scot w ho eve rmore partakes
A sha re of Gregor's line :
W e ga ther her e to pledge a new
Once more our love and honor true,
Forgett ing never aug ht of du e,
McAlpin, that is thinel

No longer was the name of MacGregor laid
Beneath a ban that outlaws of th em made.

IV .

The flight of happ y years w ere prosperous then
And other g enerations kn ew th e name,
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The new-born nati on gave its sha re of fam e
And honored many a me mber ye t again
Who bor e in pride of unrestrict ed use
The name th at P rivy Coun cil lon g forbade
Their line to bear, that pride did free ly loo se
In sight of a l1 th e Clan to mak e th em glad.
A s upright judges, prea chers of the Word.
A s authors, sta tesmen, pa triots un surpassed,
Physician s w ho th e high er ca l1 have heard,
And th ose wh ose lives with heroes can be cla ssed .
The br ave, unselfish soul who met his end
In seek ing th en to save his fellow man
Wher e fiery death was ragin g did not bend
Aside to falt er , prryin g out hi s plan:
H e peri shed th er e, as on an alien shore
Another kin sm an thought of others more
Than se lf and gave his life
Amid that world-wide strife
And reached th e blessin gs of H eaven's opened door.

o g lorious Clan , oh deathless name,
None other is so link ed wth fame,
Through countl ess sufferings that came,
MacAlpin, as is th ine:
W e love th ee, for our hearts unite
In pr aising thee th at saw th e light
Amid th e darkness of that night
And now in peace doth shine.

SRAIOGHAILL MO DHREAM.
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A BOY SOLDIER OF THE CIVIL WAR, 1861-1865.

CHAPTER THIRD-CONCLUSION .

By H. E. M AGRUDER•

O n returning from prison in November 1864 I was grante d a month 's
fu r lough in which to recupera te. I th en return ed to my company,
whi ch wa s fr onting Fort H a rri son, on the north side of James River ,
7 mil es below Rich mond. The fort was a strong on e and had been
captured from th e Confederates a short tim e before m y arrival. The
burning question th er e wa s food and fue l. The Confederate govern 
m ent took on e-t enth of the m eat that the farmers ra ised, whic h con
sisted of th e thi nn est, boni est , shoulde rs, on e quarter of a pound of
whi ch, mostly skin a nd bon e, wi th a sma ll quantity of corn mea l of
poor quality, formed the daily ration of a Confederate so ldier.

I , bein g a fre sh country boy a little more resou rcefu l t han th e av
erag e, obtained a spe cial permit to dig wild oni on s and tr ap fish in
James Riv er. The first was a success, and four of us riv ed th e whit e
oak splits for a ba sk et trap and worked. our selves dizzy tr ying to
sta r t the t rap, but without avail. We fina lly enli sted the serv ices of
a colored man , wh o cla imed to know how to finish it . E re he com
pleted the job, however, we were or dere d to join Gen eral Pi ckett in a
move to W hit e Oak Swamp to cut off Gen eral Sheridan on his re
turn from an extensive raid.

W e arrived ju st in time to exchange a few shot s with Sheridan's
rear guard and wer e th en placed in reserv e several mil es from our
former po sition, and th e fish trap remains unh eard of to this day.

We did not have an infantrym an to twelve feet of line whe re we
were, but there were many impediments in front.

Our line being between th e enemy and th e riv er, a deep moat wa s
du g in front for th e embankme nt ; th e streams wer e th en dammed up,
m aki ng po nds of 20 or mor e ac re s a nd covering, in some cases, one
hal f mi le of fortifica tion. W hile on this line w e were expected to ob
ta in our fuel from a swamp a mi le to the rear, and found it handy to
hit ch tw o idle battery ho rses to a big log and drag it in. This custo m
became so commo n th at it caused a ge neral or de r, fro m high up, for
bidding it.

A few days thereafter, when we were as bu sy as bees ha uling in
logs wit h the horses in spite of th e order, an ticipating bad weathe r
and not Gene ra l L ee, th e la tt er rod e down th e line an d, seeing our
operation s, asked if we had heard or de r No. 40. O ur memories we re
all so poo r th a t he merely sm iled and rode on saying : "Please do
no t let thi s occur again"-and it did not.

Th e retreat of the Army of Northern Virginia was now begun. There
we re about twent y-five 16 to 19 year old boys in our company an d
th e nex t event of in te rest to us was during the night of the evacua-
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ti on of R ichmond. As we passed throu gh th e cit y about 2 a. m.,
one of our ex tra m en, w ho ca r rie d a musket, broke rank s and tri ed
to smash in a sto re doo r as he saw othe rs doin g. This resulted in
breaking th e stock of his gun inst ead of th e door . H e had to ca rry
t he stockless gun for severa l days in ord er to turn it in a t th e next
inspecti on or suffer the conse quences of losin g his gun. This af
for ded us yo ungsters no end of fu n and lau ghter.

My father, Ben]. H enry Magrude r, was th en in th e L egislature
an d we passed near his hou se. I was so re ly te mpte d to ca ll by and
see him, believin g we we re go ing fa r south, bu t I stayed in ran ks.

As Ge neral L ee 's army crossed th e J ames R iver th e bridg e was
jammed and a fire barrel of wa te r was turn ed ove r an d th e cry of
"B roken Bridge " was raised , which nearly caused a pani c, jus t be
fore daylight. I never heard such ex plos ions and th e sky was lighted
up for miles.

W he n th ings were blow n up about 6 mil es behind us we left our
r eserve camp so hurriedl y th at no mar ching ration s were issued ; so
th e Co mmissary was raid ed. All I could ge t was a canteen fu ll of
so rg hum molasses, half of w hich worked out o n m y clothes by day,
which wit h du st and mud had me in a mess.

A nice old gen t lema n go t a ga llon of flour and th e next morning,
w he n th e explos ions comme nce d. we we re wad ing a little river wi th
a wa ter ga te ac ross it , w hich he was shi nning to keep his feet dr y.
He was so start led th at he an d th e flour washe d under th e ga te,
w hich kep t us yo ung ones howlin g wi th lau ghter and him mad for
days.

A batt ery ho rse dr opped from ex haus t ion and a sma ll mule was
put in. T he latter , th e driver sa id, did finely a fte r a two bu sh el bag
o f sand was put on him to hold him dow n; and th e mul e so trudged
for days.

About now hun g er began to hit us pr etty hard ; but we were as
sure d th at train load s of th e best provision s aw aite d us at Amelia
Cou rt H ouse. When th e army arrived th er e nothing was found but
hunger , burning army debris, and ex plo ded ammunition, and th e
enemy holding th e road s ru nning south and towards L ynchburg.
So we had th e most horrible all night march, over privat e and fres h
choppe d road s, and go t back into th e Lynchburg road onl y 6 mil es
f ro m th e Cou rt H ou se, wor n out and sta rved.

A little afte r su nrise th e w hole column m ar ch ed by th e end of a
co rn-house, one end of w hich was br ok en open to let th e corn run
o ut . Each m an was allowed to tak e two ears-the last ration s is
sued us by th e Confed era cy. Eating thi s corn raw kept on e ju st
sick eno ug h not to be hungr y. When th e corn gave out, three of
us, at th e night halt, went foragin g on the safe side of th e road but
found nothing except a few guineas in a tall tr ee. W e th en tried
the ene my's side a nd soo n came to where a cavalry picket had been
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run off, befor e th eir horses had finish ed ea t ing th eir corn. W e pick ed
up th e sha ttered corn and par ched it as well as we could, a nd soo n
the reafte r I had my firs t chill-tha t night.

A t D eatonsvill e th e enemy had tak en th e ro ad in our fro nt . A
driver of one of our guns had been rest ing m e by letting me rid e his
larg e horse. When th e battery was orde re d in to position a t a ga l
lop, being up so high felt da ngerous. W hen we had th e enemy in
full flight for 2 mil es, in plain view, and our infantry af te r th em,
we we re not a t all sca re d and were exci te d beyond m easure, feelin g
sure th a t we wou ld get th em. Soon th e firing had ceased lest our
own men mi ght be hurt.

A wide paled ga rden was in th eir line of flight and I was sure we
wo uld cap tu re severa l hundred as th ey ra n aro und th e ga rden; but
th ey me re ly jerked the pa lings off, no t losin g ten seconds, a nd we re
soo n in th e woo ds and safe.

T he mo st dem or ali zin g experience is to march on a road com ma nded
by art ille ry. In one suc h exper ience th er e we re 10 or 20 me n in
jured and man y ve hicles, so me abando ned hung on tr ees w here
dodgi ng th e road, a nd as we pa ssed a she ll passed throu gh a com
mi ssa ry wagon of pot s an d kettles ; th e noise, mi ng led with the out
cry of th e wo unded, was heartrendi ng and such as I never wa nt to
hear again.

N ea r Farmv ille we were ordere d to destroy th e g uns, cut ou t th e
horses, and eac h save himself . I cut ou t a horse and did not finish
she dd ing harness for a mil e. In abo ut 3 mil es I caug ht up w ith th e
Col on el, for who m I was courier a fte r th at mast erl y rid e ; but I never
cou ld ge t an y food fo r my steed; I had to tr avel on th e outside of
th e ro ads a nd take him at fas t gai t across w hea t or grass fields, as,
if he once go t his head down to g raze, th ere was no ge tt ing it up
again. I had to sleep with th e bridle ti ed to my wris t lest he be
sto len.

The night before th e sur re nder we expec te d to march all night,
but wh en w e we re within half a mil e of Appomattox Court H ou se,
th e latter was tak en and we halted. I tied my horse to th e fen ce and
we n t to my mess close by to help coo k a quart of such big bean s
as I never saw; th e more th ey wer e coo ked th e tou gher th ey became.
An infantryman cam e up and put into th e kettle a cow's tongue, and
we we re ex pec ting beef ton gu e and bean s. When as ke d why he did
not ge t some meat when he kill ed th e cow, he repli ed th at he was
a butcher and kn ew that in such a poor animal only the tongue was
ea ta ble. At 11 p. rn. he un exp ect edl y jer ked out th e to ngu e, saying
he had to catch his regiment. T he bean s we re neither seaso ned nor
done and man y pan els of palings burnt.

Just before daylight my horse was go ne and Gen eral Gordon 's
corps mov ed to th e front wi th our battery a nd onl y two rounds of
ammunition to the gun, we moving on his left. H e drove the enemy
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fr om th e Court H ouse a nd halt ed, we taking position in th e op en ,
100 yards southeas t of th e Court H ouse and frontin g a doub le line
of th e enemy th ree quarter s of a mil e lon g in sight, with nothing to
our left and orders not to fire at less than a Brigade's adva nce.

As we we re movin g for ward th e last morning, when within 100
ya rds of th e cree k or river across wh ich we expected to find th e enemy,
a per mt came along th e line for the men witho ut guns to go to th e
rear an d many we nt. W e saw one man, on the sly, throw his gun
into a ditch down which we we re movin g and we rent the air wi th,
" Coward-kill him ." But in th e rapid move nothing was done. We
cr ossed th at strea m twice in 35 minutes, but I hav e no rec oll ecti on
of it ; yet I can go wit hin 10 fee t of where th e gun was thrown int o
th e ditch and whe re our batter y took positi on.

We we re now not 300 ya rds from th e enemy's lin e. In abo ut 30
minutes an order cam e for us to t ake position three quarter s of a
m ile bac k across th e cree k on th e adjacent line of hill s, and in a shor t
ti me Gener al Lee read his far ewell address to the army of No rthe rn
V irginia at the wagon camp near us.

W e were about as nearly sta rved as men could be and th e next
morning F ra nk Mead e and I we re detailed to go to Gener al Grant's
bu tcher 's field for beef. T he feder al s ga ve us a tr em end ou s quarter
of very lean beef, whi ch wa s lugged a mi le to our camp, hun g to a
pole from sho ulde r to shoulder. On th e way I suggeste d th at we
two had better pock et a few pounds api ece for hard tim es, but Frank
sa id th er e was a plen ty for a ll.

This quarter of beef proved to be for the whole battalion inste ad of
for our Com pan y alone, and my sha re was three mouthful s of bon e
and less th an on e of meat. M ead e made a goo d pr each er, but as a
commi ssar y he wa s a failure.

I think we wer e held one day aft er th e surre nder awaiting parole s,
and th en sta r ted in squads in th e dir ecti on of our respective homes.
T he bright spot in our journey was a mill abo ut 15 mil es fr om Ap po
mattox Court House. I held out that I kn ew mill s and th at th ere
was al wa ys meal between th e hoop and sto ne and we wou ld get it
out. But ala s! The hoop and stones had ben lift ed and swept clean
with a broom. After 20 mi les th at day I found rest and some g ru b,
and on th e third day reached home, a distance of 79 mil es in two and
a half days-the last 20 mil es, regardless of th e many woods roads,
by sig hting a large cherry tr ee, as guide, on th e top of a high moun
tain near my home.

W e and the Richmond contingent had been assign ed as body and
headquar ters wagon gua rd for General L ee until out of ran ge of
army bummers. The last tim e I sa w him and Travell er wa s 6 miles
eas t of Appomattox Court House when he bared his head in pa ssing
us.

W hen we reached James River th e ferryman was in high feathe r,
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carefully collecting $5.00 in Confederate money fr om each man. The
many with no money had lit t le trouble borrowing from those that
bad . As we had see n and well kn ew that th e Con feder acy was no
more.

Why Gen eral Lee did not g ive up wh en cut off from joining
Gen eral Johnst on at Amelia Cou rt House, with his expec ted rations
all carried to Richmond , I do not und er stand. Moving " sta rve d
arm y throu gh a ravish ed country with a lar g e river on its r ight and
clo sely pr essed by over wh elming number s o n rear, left , and fro nt,
is a ta sk few would und ertak e. The loss was large and th e suffer
ing very grea t, while th e ga in was nothing. General Gr ant in th at
last move could hav e annihilat ed Gordon 's cor ps had he been less
humane, as we wer e ab out 4,000 closely surro unded by 30,000.

Li eut enan t General Ewell, in his battle at Sailors Creek near Farm
ville, Va., had 600 marines and sailors in their maiden land fight.
Hi s corps ya s s urrounded, cut to pieces, and wer e compelled to sur
rend er, but th e mari nes continued fighting and were prepar ing to
give th eir front th e bayon et, wh en th e Fede ral Commander sent a
flag of tru ce tellin g th em that th eir corps wer e whi pped, had sur
rendered, and were surro unded by 20,000 men, who were unwilling
to annihilat e so gallant a command who did not know whe n they
wer e whipped.



60 AM ERICAN CLAN G REGOR S OCIETY

MEMBERS ENROLLED SINCE THE PUBLICATION OF THE

YEAR BOOK OF 1921.

(rn ) aft er th e numbers indicates minor m emb er s.
579 Dish aroon , Mr s. E lizabeth Lindsay (Magru de r) Port Gibson,

Miss.
577 F isher, J ohn Gordon, 47 Baltimore St., Hanover , York Co., Pa.
573 F isher, Miss Mar y Amelia, 47 Baltimore St., H an over, York

Co., Pa.
583m Griffith , Benjamin Frederi ck, 2825 Fremont Ave., South Min

nea po lis, Minn.
586m Griffith, E arnes t S., j r., 2600 Dupont Ave ., So uth Minn eap olis,

Minn.
587m Griffith, Miss Mary V irg inia, 2600 Dup ont Ave., So uth Minne

apolis, Minn.
584m Hu gh es, Miss A nna Virg inia, 2825 Fremon t Ave., South Min

neapoli s, Minn.
582 Hu gh es, Robert Shelton, 2825 F remont Ave., South Min neap-

olis, Minn.
576 Humphreys, Mr s. C. D. (Fannie Magruder), P or t Gibson, Miss.
580 MacGregor , Rob Roy, Hyattesvill e, Md .
575 Mc Crea dy, Mr s. 1. J . (Mary E .), 719 10th St. , Beaver Falls , Pa.
574 McKown , Miss Am elia C., Bunker Hill, W . Va.
589m Magruder , Miss Betty Allen, Charlottesville, Va ,
588m Magruder , Douglas N eil, Cleveland, Miss.
585m Mun cast er , Miss Margarette Magruder , R. F . D. No .5, Ro ck-

ville, Md.
578m Pollock , Suz anne H elen, 601 On eida St. , Denver, Col.
581 Sheriff, Phillip Hill, 5324 Colorado Ave., W ashingt on , D. C.
572 Simpson, E dwa rd J ., 5615 Locust St., Philadelphi a, Pa.
571 Simpson, Mr s. Edward J. (Elizabeth Phelps) , 4615 Locust St.,

Philad elphia, Pa ,
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